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Beds and Northants Branch of Butterfly Conservation 

Newsletter Autumn 2015 

 

Introduction 

 After many years of professionally produced newsletters our editor Andy Wyldes has 

hung up his boots and moved on to other projects. Many thanks to Andy for setting the bar 

so high, and I doubt we shall be able to emulate this fine position.  

 So there we go, we currently do not have a newsletter editor so you’ve got me  

Martin Izzard Esq., B.E.M. your Branch Secretary as a temporary super sub! 

 If there is anyone out there willing to take on this task please contact me via email,  

telephone, carrier pigeon et al! 

 

NORTHAMPTONSHIRE FIELD TRIPS 2015 

 

FERMYN WOODS COUNTRY PARK 17TH MAY 2015 

 

  A small group gathered for this visit to the country park to look for key spring species 

in the old quarrying area next to the café, where we have endeavoured to maintain the     

habitat in our winter work parties for a number of years now.  

 

 As we assembled, several Orange-tip eggs were to be found on Garlic Mustard just 

outside the café. Setting off along the path, we located the first of our target species, the 

Dingy Skipper, well camouflaged as it basked in typical pose on the bare ground. We 

moved on to a small alder bush on a corner by our favourite hawthorn bushes, used as an 

annual territory for the Green Hairstreak. A Grizzled Skipper settled in to view.  

 

 As we moved along to the nearby tall hedge, several Green   Hairstreaks disputed    

territory and occasionally settled to provide good views. The unique livery of this small 

species and the way it blends in with its surroundings, a green butterfly in a green world, 

always intrigues people who see it for the first time. In flight too it resembles a small leaf 

tumbling through the air.  

 

 As we moved to the nearby south-facing bank more Grizzled and Dingy Skippers put 

in an appearance and a female of the latter was seen laying an egg, an event not seen too 

often and a first for one of our field trips. In total, 21 Dingy Skippers, 7 Grizzled Skippers 

and 10 Green Hairstreaks were counted. A Peacock briefly flew over and the first of the 

year’s Common Blues (4) patrolled the bank which we had cleared in March. A pristine 

Brown Argus also gave a brief showing but disappeared before anyone could photograph it. 

It was good to see the species which we work hard to preserve here doing reasonably well 

again.  

  



 

3 

 

 

SALCEY FOREST 16TH JUNE 2015 

 

  Nineteen people turned up for this midweek field trip, showing an exceptional interest 

in seeing the Wood White, one of Northamptonshire’s specialities. The butterfly was        

enjoying another good year and good weather on the day promised to help us fulfil          

expectations.   

 

 As we set off through the gate the first Wood Whites appeared. A number of the group 

voiced frustration as they flitted along in their inimitable restless fashion, before one settled 

to lay an egg on a sprig of meadow vetchling. Two more eggs were visible on plants in the 

half shade of the bushes by the side of the ride. After pausing to look at some bee orchids in 

an old loading bay, we moved further down the ride and a number of other adults were seen 

taking nectar from the numerous vetches. Further along, we looked around the blackthorn 

bushes where Black Hairstreaks had been seen in the past but not in recent years.  

 

 We were unsuccessful. The species had only emerged at Glapthorn on the previous 

day so we were probably too early in any case. At least a couple of Wood Whites chose one 

of the bushes on which to indulge in their unique courtship ritual, to the delight of a number 

of the group who had not witnessed this eye-catching display previously.  

 

 At the ranger’s pond, good views were to be obtained of Broad-bodied and            

Four-spotted Chasers and damselflies included Large Red, Common Blue and Banded          

Demoiselle. A young grass snake swam across the pond before disappearing under one of 

the lily pads and on our return we had good views of a Beautiful Demoiselle, once rare in 

Northants but now spreading.  

 

 As we retraced our steps along the main path, we found a mating pair of Wood Whites 

being harassed by male interlopers, thus completing a wide spectrum of the species’        

behaviour. Nearby a female Holly Blue appeared and busily laid eggs on the flower heads 

of dogwood. As it flew off along the ride it nearly became victim to a small frog which 

leapt up from nowhere to try to take it on the wing.  

 

 During the morning, few other butterflies were seen. 4 Large Skippers, Orange-tip, 

Common Blue,   2 Red Admirals and 4 Speckled Woods completing the picture, but a total 

of 56 Wood Whites more than  adequately filled the ‘June Gap’ and it was refreshing to see 

this national rarity doing so well in its Northamptonshire homeland. 
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GLAPTHORN COW PASTURES 21ST JUNE 2015 

 

  In stark contrast to a field trip to see Wood Whites, there is always an air of             

unpredictability in  looking for Black Hairstreaks, as they fly only when they feel like it 

and can lay hidden in the canopy crawling around feeding on honeydew rather than coming 

down to nectar sources. When visitors come from miles around to see and photograph 

them, sometimes they become very frustrated and tempers can become frayed when the 

butterfly does not play ball. The space is confined in the site and the field trip is an           

informal Open Day rather than a guided walk.  

 

 The day provided intermittent sunshine and was warm, providing ideal conditions for 

the butterfly which had emerged six days before. A steady stream of visitors during the 

morning had good views of the adults jerkily making their way among the blackthorns, 

though rarely descending to lower levels within camera range. The dewberry flowers did 

not look as healthy as in previous years and there was not one  visit to feed on these during  

the entire morning. A couple of descents by the adults low down on the   blackthorn in this 

glade revealed that they were feeding on honeydew which has been plentiful this year.  

Limited opportunities led to the inevitable ‘scrum’ when one rested for some minutes low 

down.  

 

 Thankfully this was conducted in a civilised fashion and everyone managed to obtain 

a good view and the desired picture. 

 

 Visitors spread around the wood, placing several ‘hot spots’ under surveillance and in 

total around twenty Black Hairstreaks were on the wing, a good count by recent standards. 

This may be due in part to a pro-active culling of the deer in the wood during the winter, 

allowing the blackthorn to grow where it had been browsed previously. 

 For the record, 6 Large Skippers, Red Admiral, Painted Lady, 20 Meadow Browns and 

8 Speckled Woods were also recorded. Broad-bodied and Scarce Chaser, Common Lizard 

and Southern Marsh Orchid were also present.  

SALCEY FOREST 11TH JULY 2015 

 The weather was ideal for butterflying as a record group of 24 assembled at the       

assigned meeting place, testimony to the allure of the Purple Emperor. Dave James had 

been on site from around 8 a.m. and had seen four Black Hairstreaks, the first confirmed 

record here for some years. Purple Emperor, White Admiral and Silver-washed Fritillary 

visited the car park before we set off on the walk, now full of expectations. 
 

 We were not disappointed as just beyond the gate two male Purple Emperors soared 

over the top of a line of oaks majestically, the group marvelling at their graceful flight, a 

first sighting for a number of them. White Admirals glided in and out of the lower         

vegetation. I pointed out a Wood White egg which I had located previously on meadow 

vetchling. We moved on down the main path hoping to see the last of this year’s adults, but 

the sun disappeared for a while and they were reluctant to appear. It came out again as we 

came to a corner. Here, a male Purple Emperor flew along the ride in hot pursuit of a       

female, up and around the large conifers before going out of view.   
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A Silver-washed Fritillary appeared in similar fashion chasing what we assumed at first to 

be a female, but close inspection through binoculars as they alighted on some brambles    

revealed that one of them was a Painted Lady.  

 

 We moved on to where Dave had seen the Black Hairstreaks, but sadly they did not 

appear despite  many pairs of eyes searching the blackthorn recently made more accessible 

by winter clearance.   Further along the ride we found a male Gatekeeper, the first of the 

season for many, and as we approached some long grass in an open area by the ranger’s 

pond a Small Tortoiseshell and a couple of Small Skippers and Marbled Whites were seen. 

Lifting of a couple of tins revealed two slow-worms and a grass snake and an adult lizard 

basked on the felled oak here. Emperor, Brown and Southern Hawker also contributed to a 

wider wildlife experience during the course of the morning.  

 

 We began our way back via a more shaded ride full of honeysuckle and shaded     

bramble bushes.  Here White Admiral and Silver-washed Fritillary came down to feed 

briefly, along with Commas, giving the only opportunities for photography during the 

morning and only to a few of the group. A Wood White appeared at last and a further four 

were seen, enabling most of the party to get some pictures of this species at least. Apart 

from a couple of brief flights overhead the Purple Emperor was not seen again and we 

failed to find Purple Hairstreak. An enjoyable morning was rounded off  by a Red Admiral 

flying around the car park, the eighteenth species of the day (including Black Hairstreak). 

 

 As you can see these are fun days, please come along to the events in 2016. Dates will 

be published via the Newsletter and our website. 

Doug Goddard Northamptonshire County Butterfly Recorder. 

Moths 

 

 Interest in moth recording has seen significant growth in recent years, and as hobbies 

go, it is one that has the potential to add significant knowledge of ecosystems, habitat 

changes, climate change, etc. There is a core of active moth recorders in the county, who 

mostly operate moth traps in their gardens,   but also partake in field trips around the   

county. 

 A new County Atlas, The Larger Moths of Northamptonshire and the Soke of           

Peterborough by John & Brenda Ward  was released  in August 2015, this is the first time 

that the vice-county’s moths  have been specifically reviewed since Eustace Wallis wrote 

the Lepidoptera of Northamptonshire between 1908 and 1912.  

 The hardback book contains write-ups of the 648 larger moths recorded in the        

vice-county since the earliest records in 1840. Moths that have been recorded within the 

past 50 years are illustrated and dealt with in greater detail. This results in some 90% of the 

entire county species list being illustrated. The book is priced at £16.50 and you can order a 

copy from John or Brenda via email, bjward@btinternet.com. 

 In Northamptonshire details of records, events etc can be found at the                  

Northamptonshire Moths website.:                                                                                                  

www.northamptonshirewildlife.co.uk/nmoths/ nmothsindex.htm 

 

mailto:bjward@btinternet.com
http://www.northamptonshirewildlife.co.uk/nmoths/%20nmothsindex.htm
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WINTER WORK PARTIES 2015/16 

 

October 18th Fermyn Woods Country Park Scrub clearance in the main park for Dingy 

and    Grizzled Skippers and Green Hairstreaks. 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. Park behind the Skylark 

Café (SP952848)   Contact Doug Goddard 01604 408670. 

 

Late October Mid Week Work Party Thursday 29 October 10 am Sywell Country 

Park,  Butterfly Garden 

Contact Ian Kimsey at kimsey.steph@googlemail.com or by phone 01234 781763. 

 

November 15th Twywell Hills and Dales Scrub clearance along the transect route for a 

range of grassland species 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. Meet in the main car park (SP938772)  

Contact Doug Goddard  01604 408670. 

 

January 17th    Fermyn Woods Country Park Scrub clearance in the thicket for Black 

Hairstreaks.  

10 a.m. - 4 p.m. Park behind the Skylark Café (SP952848) Contact Doug Goddard 01604 

408670. 

 

February 21st Twywell Hills and Dales Scrub clearance along the transect route for a range 

of grassland species 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. Meet in the main car park (SP938772) Contact Doug 

Goddard 01604 408670. 

 

March 20th Fermyn Woods Country Park Scrub clearance in the main park for Dingy and 

Grizzled Skippers and Green Hairstreaks. 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. Park behind the Skylark

(SP952848)   Contact Doug Goddard 01604 408670.  

 

Planning Applications 

 

 Over the last year we as a branch have been trying, together with many other nature 

groups to protect our countryside and reject several applications which are completely     

inappropriate and simply wrong, and would destroy several beautiful habitats for butterflies 

and many other species. 

Northamptonshire 

Jack’s  Green, ENC 14/02225/FUL application will be heard 14/10/2015.  

Council recommend the application is approved.  

 

Fineshade, ENC14/01704/FUL, please help “Friends of Fineshade” in any way you can see                

http://www.fineshade.org.uk 

 

 Please be active in supporting our rejection plans in any way you can, or we face the 

possibility of becoming a concrete jungle!  

 

 

http://www.fineshade.org.uk
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Foreign Tours 

 

IBIS TOURS UK Wildlife tours in Romania 

Nature and butterfly tour Dobrogea and Carpathians 

Outline itinerary 

 

Day 1  Travel UK to Romania.  Transfer to Tulcea in Dobrogea. 

 

Day 2  Exploration of Dobrogea, Forest and mountain butterflies. 

 

Day 3  Trip to local Babadag plateau, visiting different habitats. 

 

Day 4  One day boat exploration on the Danube Delta. 

 

Day 5  Transfer Dobrogea to Carpathian Mountains. 

 

Day 6, 7 and 8 Exploration of National Parks Piatra Craiului and Bucegi, with different  

   habitats in search of butterflies. 

 

One evening, we will visit a local bear hide (optional) 

 

Day 9   Transfer to Bucharest for international flight back to UK. 

 

Departs:  25th June 2016 Returns:  3rd July 2016. 

Price:  Around £840 with a single supplement of £170 depending on £/€ conversion at the 

time, plus group size, including all transfers, en suite accommodation, 8 nights full board at 

guest houses 3* and 4*, transport by bus, use of motor boat, English speaking guide, local 

taxes.  Price does not include flights UK to Bucharest, soft and alcoholic drinks, access to 

the bear hide (40€ per person) which is optional. 

If interested please contact Steph Kimsey on kimsey.steph@googlemail.com 

  

Martin J Izzard Esq., B.E.M. 

Autumn 2015 

 

See our website http://www.bedsnorthants-butterflies.org.uk/ for more details. 

http://www.bedsnorthants-butterflies.org.uk/
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Butterfly Conservation 

Company Limited by guarantee, registered in England (2206468) 

Registered Office: Manor Yard, East Lulworth, Wareham, Dorset, BH20 5QP 

Charity Registered in England & Wales (254937) and in Scotland (SCO39268) 

The Bedfordshire and Northamptonshire branch is one of the             

regional branches of Butterfly Conservation in the UK.  

We raise awareness about the threats to our butterflies, moths 

and their habitats and provide advice and practical help on how 

to protect them in this region.  


