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EDITORIAL 

        

After thirty years as Northamptonshire 

butterfly recorder, I have decided that it is 

time for a change. Dave James has kindly 

offered to deal with the backlog of last 

year’s records and take up the reins for the 

coming season, subject to confirmation by 

members at the AGM, details of which are 

on the back cover of this issue. 

As you can see, I have taken over the role 

of editor for this latest newsletter, an 

important position which was vacant on the 

committee and also subject to election at 

the AGM. I cannot aspire to the standards 

set so high by Andy Wyldes as I do not 

have his publishing background and layout 

skills, but I hope you will find this issue 

acceptable visually and in terms of content. 

Member Chris Walpole has kindly agreed to 

assist in the layout for the next issue. I am 

grateful to Andy for the help he has 

provided to me for this new venture and I                   

would welcome feedback from you. 

The newsletter is an important part of our 

communication with members. It is open to 

all of you to contribute and for future 

editions I would like your views on butterfly 

issues, articles on unusual sightings, an 

interesting location, your favourite species 

or local patch or how you attract butterflies 

to your garden. Contributions on moths 

would be particularly welcome. 

You will find a wide selection of events 

arranged for the summer and I hope to 

meet up with as many of you as possible on 

some of these. You can also keep up to 

date with the latest news on our website 

and watch the season unfold via our Twitter 

and Facebook pages and view photos 

posted on Flickr. 

Douglas Goddard   01604 408670      

goddarddouglas@hotmail.com 

 

 

CHAMPION YOUR LOCAL PATCH 

  A number of Butterfly Conservation branches have Species Champions who 

collate the records for a particular species through the season and compile a 

report at the end of the season. This is a common practice in the world of 

birding. A number of our members survey a local area and submit regular 

records throughout the season. In the pages of this issue you will see 

examples of observations at sites such as Twywell Hills and Dales, Salcey 

Forest and Harlestone Firs. We would like more members to become 

involved in this way, regularly recording a chosen site, feeding in the records 

during the year, flagging up any management issues and threats and if they 

feel able, compile a report at the end of the season. Please let your recorder 

know if you are interested and he will put you in contact with other members 

who visit the same patch and provide further details.                                         2 



 

MOTH NIGHT 

Saturday June 11th at Fermyn Woods   run in conjunction with the Northants 

Moth Group.  The meeting point is the gated ride opposite the Gliding Club at 

SP964859 (where people park up for the Purple Emperors) and the time to 

meet is 10.15 p.m.  Please be punctual to enter the wood as a group and 

bring a torch and also book at least two days in advance by email 

(dave.b.james@btinternet.com) with a contact phone number so should the 

event be cancelled due to bad weather (apparently this happens a lot) you 

can be informed and avoid a wasted journey. 

 

BEDFORDSHIRE FIELD TRIPS 

SUMMER 2016 

  
 
Sunday, May 15th Bison Hill, Whipsnade with the local Wildlife Trust 
to seek out the Duke of Burgundy and a possible twenty other species.. 
Meet in the National Trust Car Park TL000186 at 11 a.m.   
 
Saturday, May 21st Join us for a short walk around the Marston Vale 
Forest Centre prior to the AGM at 12.30 to look for Dingy and Grizzled 
skippers and Green Hairstreaks. Further details on back cover. 
 
Saturday, August 6th Sharpenhoe Clappers to see Chalkhill Blues and a 
range of other species. Meet in the National Trust Car Park TL065295 
at 10 a.m 
                            ______________________________ 
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CONSERVING TWYWELL HILLS AND DALES 

DOUGLAS GODDARD

                   MONITORING                             

During 2015, the transect count was 

completed on all of the 26 weeks of the 

recording period, though no butterflies were 

present in Week 1. Grateful thanks are due 

to Andy Wyldes, who again carried out the 

surveys, some also completed by me. The 

number of butterflies recorded (4685) was 

the highest since we began the transect 

counts in 2009, though the previous year 

would have surpassed it if a key week had 

not been missed in early August. A spell of 

warm, sunny weather in April brought the 

key species out in advance with the earliest 

ever county record of Grizzled Skipper on 

14th, followed by Dingy Skipper and Green 

Hairstreak on 20th and Small Heath on 4th 

May. Dingy Skippers showed a large 

increase on the previous year and eggs were 

relatively easy to find on the site. After this, 

the summer was rather cool and wet and a 

return to better conditions in early autumn 

came after the transect season.  

 

Dingy Skipper Egg on Bird’s-foot Trefoil 

There has been a suspension of any grazing 

on the site at present, owing to continual 

disturbance and injuries to the animals 

caused by dogs. This appears to have had 

little impact on the key species with Grizzled 

Skipper and Green Hairstreak numbers 

remaining stable at present, though it is likely 

to affect populations if continued longer 

term. Scrub clearance by Butterfly 

Conservation volunteers goes some way to          
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Butterfly Species Trends Twywell Transect 2014/15 
----- denotes species not recorded in one or both years                    UK BAP species in red 

 

Small Skipper +36% Common Blue - 25% 

Essex Skipper - 15% Holly Blue ----- 

Large Skipper +2% Red Admiral SAME 

Dingy Skipper +83% Painted Lady ----- 

Grizzled Skipper - 10% Small Tortoiseshell - 21% 

Clouded Yellow - 40% Peacock - 10% 

Brimstone -11% Comma - 33% 

Large White +925% Speckled Wood - 55% 

Small White +1125% Marbled White - 27% 

Green-veined White +20% Gatekeeper +72% 

Orange-tip - 6% Meadow Brown -27% 

Green Hairstreak +5% Ringlet +72% 

Small Copper - 56% Small Heath - 17% 

Brown Argus +11% 



 

minimising this. Longer vegetation favours 

the Marbled White and numbers increased 

again this year, with Small Skippers also 

continuing an upward trend. After a 

spectacular year in 2014, Meadow Browns 

and Gatekeepers decreased in numbers, but 

the Ringlet, which prefers damper 

conditions, appeared in greater numbers.  

Species which have several broods, e.g. 

Common Blue, Small Copper and Speckled 

Wood always decline during a cool summer 

which inhibits mating and egg-laying and 

slows down the life cycle. The Small Heath 

had its second successive poor year. 

Similarly, the species which hibernate as 

adults, Brimstone, Comma, Small 

Tortoiseshell and Peacock were all down, 

probably not breeding as well as usual. The 

Whites show a dramatic % increase on the 

table above, but this was due to very low 

numbers the previous year and they were 

still not as common as we would expect. 

The table of the numbers recorded in each 

section of the transect show that numbers 

remained stable in most sections from the 

previous year. Clearance of the bushes in 

section 10 last winter ensured a good array 

of wild flowers along this gulley and this 

attracted many adults to the nectar.  

SCRUB CLEARANCE 

Grateful thanks are due to a growing band of 

Butterfly Conservation volunteers who have 

attended our winter work parties, helping to 

create a valuable improvement in the 

habitat.  

Monitoring of the site enables us to 

determine which sections of the transect 

need to be cleared of the invasive scrub after 

the season and this winter sections 2 and 3 

were identified as needing clearance and 

restoration to the short grassland sward 

favoured by the key species on the site. 

 

Clearing Section 3 during February 

It has also been possible to clear large areas 

of scrub in the Whitestones area not on our 

transect route as a result of a donation of one 

thousand pounds from the Branch to the 

Wildlife Trust. This should provide further 

habitat for the Dingy and Grizzled Skippers 

to move into and increase their populations. 

 

An area cleared of scrub by contractors paid for by our 

Branch donation to the Wildlife Trust. 

The problem of interference with grazing 

stock by dogs has been addressed in the 

adjacent Twywell Gullet by the erection of 

fencing and it is proposed to extend this to 

the Whitestones area next winter, so that 

this important element of the management 

can resume for the benefit of the butterflies. 
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   HARLESTONE FIRS  
Judith Barnard looks at her local patch 

Harlestone Firs is a 300 acres woodland 

and heath that lies to the west of 

Northampton on the A428 between New 

Duston and Harlestone (Map Reference SP 

721 646).  The land is open access and is 

owned by the Althorp Estate and is very 

popular with walkers, cyclists, horse riders 

and nature lovers. 

The entrance to the Firs lies on the A428 

opposite the Wyevale Garden Centre. The 

main drive leads to a saw mill but around 

this is the managed woodland with many 

trails. At the back of the Firs, towards the 

railway line, is the Harlestone Heath nature 

reserve managed by The Wildlife Trust. It 

was left as a firebreak consisting of acid 

heathland, which is rare for 

Northamptonshire, and a range of acid 

grassland plants such as gorse and broom 

can be found. The Northamptonshire 

Biodiversity Partnership lists a number of 

national priority species on the heathland: 

Heath rustic, Neglected rustic and Pale 

Eggar moths and the Small Heath butterfly. 

Beyond the reserve are a stream and a golf 

course. 

In his recent publication Prophet and Loss, 

Simon Barnes discusses how the 

Harlestone Heath area was once on 

Charles Rothschild’s preservation list of 

1912 and categorised as a ‘bog’ and 

boasted many indigenous plant species. 

Disparagingly, he now describes it as 

hosting a golf course, a conifer planation, a 

housing estate and a three-hectare strip of 

heathland. He says the area feels like it is 

devoid of nature – ‘just a wood factory’ of 

‘vertical bookshelves’! 

Stephen Moss of The Wildlife Trust says 

‘Harlestone Heath in Northamptonshire, 

once one of the county’s most important 

botanical areas, has been reduced to a tiny 

fragment of acid grassland’. 

I can only imagine that the area was once 

host to a wide variety of butterflies and 

moths. Our Northants recorder, Doug 

Goddard, used to visit the Firs with his 

family back in the 1980s and reported many 

more butterfly species than we do today. 

This is mainly because there was less 

woodland and more open spaces that 

attracted species such as Orange-tips, 

Ringlets, Meadow Browns, Small Coppers, 

Small Heath, Essex Skipper and even Wall 

Brown. The expansion of the Firs as 

managed woodland has meant there are 

less meadow species being recorded. 

However, we have recent recordings of 

woodland species, some of which have 

never been recorded on the site before. 

Having done a trawl of the butterfly 

sightings reported to our branch since 

2008, the site has revealed the following 

butterfly species:  

Small Tortoiseshell, Large White, Small 

White, Green-veined White, Comma, Red 

Admiral, Common Blue, Peacock, 

Gatekeeper, Speckled Wood, Painted Lady, 

Small Copper, Essex Skipper, Brown 

Argus, Small Skipper, Large Skipper and 

Small Heath. 

Most of these are what we expect to see 

but more interestingly, the following have 

been discovered recently, some as new 

recorded species (*): 

 Purple Hairstreak 

 White-letter Hairstreak* 

 Clouded Yellow 

 Marbled White 

 Holly Blue 

 Silver-washed Fritillary 
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 Purple Emperor* 

The Purple Hairstreak has been spotted in 

the tops of ash trees at the back of the 

garden centre as well as in the woods.  

White-letter Hairstreaks have been seen in 

the last few years in the elm trees at the 

entrance to the Firs. 

The Clouded Yellow was seen in the area 

near the railway line.  

The Silver-washed Fritillary was seen 

around the entrance of the woods near the 

house.  

Silver-washed Fritillary – Graham Bentley 

Most recently was a sighting of a Purple 

Emperor from the pavement in an over-

hanging oak.  

It wasn’t the best place to photograph the 

butterfly on a narrow pavement with traffic 

racing up and down the road. But at least it 

led to a positive identification of His 

Majesty!   

Purple Emperor – Judith Barnard 

It’s good to see these woodland species in 

the mature woodland that we have today at 

Harlestone firs. More recording must be 

done in the years to come to see if these 

become established species at the site.

IMPROVE YOUR BUTTERFLY 

IDENTIFICATION SKILLS MAY 15TH 2016 

 An opportunity to develop your identification skills when looking for the species in our 

branch area, for new members and beginners or anyone interested.  

 Introductory talk by Douglas Goddard 

 A chance to see specimens in the Northants Natural History Society collection 

 Refreshments 

 Identification Quiz with a prize 

 Refreshments with time to meet other members 

JOINT MEETING WITH THE NORTHAMPTONSHIRE NATURAL HISTORY SOCIETY            

THE HUMFREY ROOMS, CASTILIAN TERRACE, NORTHAMPTON NN1 1LD, 2.30 – 5.00 P.M. 
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THE WIDER COUNTRYSIDE  

BUTTERFLY SURVEY 

An update from Clare Topping   

You might all have read the article about 

the State of the Nation’s Butterflies report in 

the latest copy of the national magazine.  

Worryingly it highlighted that a large 

proportion of our butterflies have decreased 

in abundance or in the places that they are 

seen in the last forty years, with only a 

small number showing an improvement.  

This is true for both the habit specialists 

and the more general wider countryside 

butterflies.     

Much of the more recent data for this work 

has come from the Wider Countryside 

Butterfly Survey, Butterfly Conservation’s 

flagship annual survey.  This is a survey of 

randomly generated squares that BC has 

been conducting since 2009.  Since then 

volunteers from Bedfordshire and 

Northamptonshire have counted over 

41,500 butterflies along with numerous 

moths, dragonflies and damselflies. So, 

was last year good or bad for the butterflies 

in our two counties?  Considering the 

terrible weather, both wet and windy, for 

much of July and August when the surveys 

are carried out, I was surprised to discover 

that we had an above average year for 

most measures except for the number of 

different species seen. 

 2015 Average 

Butterflies Seen 6742 5934 

Species of Butterfly 25 27 

Butterflies per 
Square 

217 193 

Butterflies per Visit 101 88 

 

As has been the case for the last five years 

the butterfly seen in the highest numbers 

was the Meadow Brown – perhaps a 

reflection of the agricultural nature of much 

of the landscape.  This was also the 

butterfly with the highest numbers seen in a 

single visit – 239 counted on one visit 

alone.  However, it was the Small White 

that was seen most often on 91% of visits 

to squares. The top five butterflies in terms 

of numbers were Meadow Brown, Small 

White, Ringlet, Gatekeeper and Large 

White.  With the exception of Large White, 

these are the same butterflies that appear 

each year, just in different orders.     

Meadow Brown WCBS Number One – photo D. Goddard 

Numbers of Whites rebounded last year, 

with twice as many Small Whites and Large 

Whites seen compared with 2014.  The 

news was not so good for some of the more 

common butterflies such as the Peacock, 

Red Admiral, Speckled Wood and Small 

Tortoiseshell which were all recorded in 

significantly smaller numbers.  

Although the national results of the WCBS 

haven’t been released yet for 2015, 

numbers from the Big Butterfly Count which 

also takes place in July and August showed 

similar results.  On a positive note, 2015 did 

seem to be a good year for the Blues, with 

record numbers of both Holly Blues and 

Common Blues recorded in our two 

counties.  Altogether there were 47 Holly 

Blues seen; the number does not usually 

make it into double figures.                      8



 

This year I carried out my first survey, in 

Hardingstone.  I found it relatively easy to 

set up the transect route, although having a 

housing estate plonked on what should 

have been a public footpath did confuse me 

for a while.   All I can say is it seems to be a 

fairly bleak place for butterflies; I had the 

dubious honour of recording the lowest 

numbers of butterflies in a visit – with just 6.  

Thank goodness for the two Holly Blues by 

the roundabout.  I can only hope that the 

good people of Hardingstone have all the 

butterfly friendly plants in their back 

gardens where I couldn’t see them! 

Common Blue record breaker – Photo Clare Topping 

As the survey is carried out in the summer 

months, it has been seen as a bit of gauge 

of our more common and farmland 

butterflies.  That’s not to say we don’t get 

some of the more spectacular and colourful 

butterflies in the squares, but it does mean 

that if you can recognise the usual 

suspects, but worry that your ID skills  

might not be up to the recording and 

monitoring, then this is probably the survey 

for you! 

Holly Blues prominent this year – Photo D. Goddard 

I am always looking for more volunteers to 

help with the survey.  We have various 

squares still waiting to be surveyed and 

once we get 75% covered then I get 

another 5 from BCHQ.  If you are interested 

then please email me ctopping@ratfox.net . 

The survey just involves two visits to a 

square two weeks apart in July and/or 

August on a warm, sunny afternoon 

(although more visits are welcome). I also 

recommend an early visit to set up your 

transect (two 1km walks as parallel as you 

can get them) so you don’t get any 

surprises like my housing estate. 

The vacant squares are shown roughly 

below, but if there isn’t one near you and 

you would still be interested in helping, then 

give me a shout and I will let you know as 

soon as we get any. 

 SQUARES AVAILABLE FOR SURVEY 

SP5846 Weston, North of Brackley 

SP5336 Forceleap Farm, Brackley 

SP5543 Greatworth, Brackley 

SP5879 Stanford Hall 

SP6254 Litchborough 

TL0098 King’s Cliffe nr Oundle 

SP9593 Bulwick, Nr Deene 

TL1548 Hatch, Nr Sandy 

SP9951 Bromham, Bedford 

TL0152 Oakley, Bedford 

TL2149 Potton, Sandy 

SP9431 Potsgrove, Woburn 

TL0123 Houghton Regis, 
Dunstable 

TL1745 Nr Biggleswade 

TL0037 Ampthill 
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  THE HAIRSTREAKS OF SALCEY 

Dave James reports on his new local patch 

The end of 2014 was a sad time for me 

butterfly-wise as I was forced to watch the 

bulldozers and diggers moving onto my old 

local patch at Grange Park in order to strip 

the site and make way for two large 

industrial units instead. Like many 

“butterflyers” I started out my naturalist 

career as a birdwatcher and whilst I was 

honing my skills I learnt to understand the 

importance of regularly watching a 

particular local area in order to get to know 

the site (and its wildlife) as well as possible. 

After all learning a site inside and out 

means you’ll notice anything different and 

that is how discoveries can be made. 

I spent the autumn checking the maps to 

find a new patch and one place stuck out a 

mile! Salcey Forest was only down the road 

from me and I knew it had a good 

population of butterflies so this seemed the 

obvious choice. Not only that but I’d heard a 

few stories of the Black Hairstreak 

population that used to reside in there but 

none had been seen for quite some time. 

Obviously I love all our butterflies but I have 

to admit I have a particular soft spot for 

Hairstreaks! As I don’t seem to be one to do 

things by halves I set myself the seemingly 

impossible challenge of finding out if any 

were left and this started in the dead of 

winter as I walked the whole area searching 

out likely areas of blackthorn. It was in 

doing so I realised the enormity of my 

undertaking as the site is vast and patches 

of blackthorn are dotted around all over it 

but despite the odds being stacked against 

me I made a note of where they all were.  

As the news broke of the Black Hairstreak 

emergence at Glapthorn I started my vigils 

around the blackthorns and luckily I wasn’t 

alone as fellow butterfly enthusiast Alan 

Neale also kept an eye out for this elusive 

butterfly too. Despite many miles walked 

and almost uncountable hours of patient 

watching it seemed we were doomed to 

failure as the Black Hairstreak season 

came and went at the other sites around 

the county. The vigils gradually lessened to 

the point when I finally gave up and by now 

my attention was being drawn to another 

elusive Hairstreak in Salcey the White-letter 

as these were by now emerging in the 

county. On the morning of the 11th of July 

an event was run by the Branch to see the 

Purple Emperors in Salcey so I arrived 

early to quickly recce the area before the 

guests arrived. It was a beautiful summer’s 

morning and I wandered down from the 

Horsebox car park checking the oaks for 

Emperors on the way before eventually 

reaching one of the blackthorn hedges I’d 

spent so long standing next to in June. 

Suddenly a tiny butterfly flitted down and 

landed on a small Sallow that was bathed in 

a shaft of sunlight and I noticed that as it 

landed its wings stayed tight shut. 

Realising it was a Hairstreak I took a record 

shot with my bridge camera and after 

zooming in I couldn’t believe my eyes! I had 

assumed it was a White-letter but there 

plain as day was a row of black dots 

running down the hindwing! It flew up and 

into a tree above me before being attacked 

by a Ringlet and then cascading down into 

the vegetation at waist level this time into 

the range of the SLR and macro lens.  

Black Hairstreak – Photo Dave James          
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I spent the next hour watching the area and 

during that time I counted three females 

and a tatty male and I can’t describe how 

elated I was to finally find them in the forest. 

After this I went back to the car park to 

meet the rest of the group at the event but 

despite our best efforts returning to the site 

later in the day we never saw another one. 

Unfortunately a search during the winter of 

2015/16 also failed to find the eggs in the 

area so the story has by no means been 

concluded and further study will be done 

this year to find out exactly where they’re 

breeding. 

The next Hairstreak discovery came on a 

warm evening on the 6th of August whilst I 

walked through the meadow by the 

motorway. As I wandered into an area 

that’s full of thistles and while surveying the 

many butterflies in the area I noticed a 

small brown butterfly whizzing around too. 

Eventually it settled and on closer 

inspection turned out to be a tatty White-

letter Hairstreak. The White-letter has been 

reported fairly annually but has never been 

common in the forest so this was a great 

sighting too but as it was a female at the 

end of its flight time there wasn’t much to 

be learnt from it as it was quite far away 

from any trees indicating where a colony 

might be.  

Once the 2015 butterfly season drew to a 

close I had a search around the area of 

forest next to the meadow and I managed 

to find a few likely patches of elm so one 

morning armed with a magnifying glass 

(and a lot of patience!) I started to look for 

White-letter Hairstreak eggs. I had almost 

given up after a fruitless search and I 

started to look through the last patch of elm 

near the car when suddenly I saw a tiny 

little disc up in the fork of a branch above 

my head. A quick check with the magnifying 

lens showed it to be a White-letter egg and 

a look through more branches and 

discovered a cluster of three eggs on the 

same tree so it seemed I had found a 

colony! During another search a few weeks 

later I found another egg on a different elm 

so it looks like they’re in two locations within 

the forest and as with the Black Hairstreaks 

I’m certainly looking for to the 2016 butterfly 

season in order to study them in more detail 

now we know where they are.  

White-letter egg – Photo Dave James 

The next Hairstreak I’ll mention is the 

Purple Hairstreak. These are very common 

in the forest and can be seen all over the 

area but due to the fact that oaks are very 

high with few low branches the eggs are 

pretty difficult to find. This didn’t deter Doug 

Goddard, Andy Wyldes and me one 

winter’s day though, as after showing them 

the White Letter eggs we decided to try and 

see who could find a Purple Hairstreak egg 

first. Doug won and here’s his egg! 

Purple Hairstreak egg – Photo Dave James 

Interested in surveying a 

traditionally managed 180-acre farm 

near Daventry for butterflies? 

Please contact the owner: Matthew 

Moser (01327) 702303.     
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CROATIA 
Dennis McQuillan describes an interesting wildlife location 

Our annual family holiday now has to tick 

so many boxes for two adults and a 

teenager that discovering the wildlife in 

another part of the world comes a good way 

down the priority list.Yet there are always 

opportunities to find interesting and exciting 

creatures we don’t see at home. It used to 

be mainly birds I looked for, but now 

butterflies, dragonflies, indeed any creature 

that flies is guaranteed to catch my interest.  

In June last year we opted for another trip 

to Croatia, this time to the northern coast of 

Istria near Pula. It was to be a seaside 

holiday with day trips to interesting places.  

The coastline here is very pleasant for 

bathing though the beaches are a bit stony. 

Part of every day, we would stroll from our 

hotel, along the path by the beach into town 

by the harbour. We would have a bit of 

lunch, then explore along by the marina, 

checking the local shops and watching daily 

life in the resort. Not too many chances to 

observe nature, but on the first day I had 

the chance to identify a single ‘blue’ 

butterfly I found on a damp gravel pathway 

by the hotel. I noted as many features as 

possible and also got a photo eventually. 

Having only brought a small compact 

camera, I struggled to get an image in the 

strong sunlight with just the LCD screen 

and no viewfinder. 

Later, back in the hotel, after poring over 

my excellent photographic guide to the 

butterflies of Europe * and the many 

possible Blues it might have been; I had to 

be satisfied it was none other than a 

Common Blue; nevertheless a start and 

always a good exercise. On this waterside 

path leading to the harbour there were 

several very active fritillaries to be seen, but 

they were too active and distant and I was 

unable to identify them properly. 

 Where the path ended and opened out into 

the street there was a small grassed area 

with a central well cared for flower bed. It 

was not particularly big, but I noted that it 

contained a large amount of lavender. This 

proved to be the local hotspot. I checked it 

out every time we passed, much to the 

annoyance of the rest of the family, but it 

proved too good to miss. On one occasion I 

was delighted to see a Glider flying away. I 

was unsure of which one but made enough 

mental notes to later confirm a Common 

Glider. Not too difficult as they have quite 

distinctive black and white markings. The 

lavender proved very attractive to Common 

Blues, and on another occasion I was 

excited to find a Swallowtail. There was 

much frustration as I struggled to get a 

decent photo. I battled with the LCD screen 

in the strong sunlight, and the butterfly was 

very active too.  I did manage eventually, 

and consulting the reference book later, 

confirmed a Scarce Swallowtail which is a 

very handsome butterfly. 

 

Evenings could be interesting as well along 

this path. As we returned to our hotel, 

moths could often be seen along the lit 

pathway. One evening we were aware of a 

bit of a commotion by one of the outdoor 

eating places. A very large moth was 

behaving like a stricken spitfire careering 

into the street light and then ricocheting        
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any other hard structure in its path, 

shedding clouds of scales into the night air. 

This all alarmed some of the al fresco 

diners, (much to my amusement) who were 

ducking for cover. Eventually it crashed on 

to the grass verge and rested long enough 

for me to take a decent ID photo. I had no 

idea what it may be called although I was 

fairly sure it was a Hawkmoth. Sure enough 

when I got home and sent a copy of the 

photo to Tim Pridmore, Warden of 

Farthinghoe Reserve, and a moth wizard, 

he confirmed it was an Oak Hawkmoth. 

Quite exotic! 

 

One of our daytrips proved to be really 

memorable experience. I was aware that 

the Plitvice Lakes are a special site, but 

was still unprepared for just how unique 

and beautiful this UNESCO heritage site is. 

The trip was to take all day going into the 

centre of Croatia. This took us along some 

beautiful and spectacular coastline and 

countryside. We went via the Velebit 

Mountains, another UNESCO heritage site. 

These mountains have very much an Alpine 

character, indeed forming part of the 

Dinaric Alps. The drive took us through a 

series of steep sided, wooded valleys 

where the flat valley floors were cultivated 

in summer. The scenery was reminiscent of 

holiday brochures showing typical alpine 

landscapes. The guide advised us that the 

local farmers tended not to keep sheep or 

goats as these became prey for bears and 

wolves in winter, and wild boar were also 

local.  

The temperatures in the very harsh winters 

tend to keep very low over very long 

periods so it is a harsh environment in 

which to make a living. They have to make 

the most of summer, and local produce, 

honey etc. is of a very high quality. You 

sense that the coaches stop at strategically 

chosen points for locals to tempt you to buy 

their produce at the roadside. At one of 

these stops I was able to have a little walk 

around, admiring the profusion of bloom by 

the roadside. I was finding some White 

Butterflies but a Tortoiseshell caught my 

eye on a whitewashed building. It stayed 

still as I approached and a good look made 

me wonder if this was a Large 

Tortoiseshell. I got a photo and confirmed 

this with the reference book back at the 

hotel.  

 

Sadly, this area saw some fierce fighting in 

what the Croats call their war of 

independence in 1992. We were shown 

some houses which had not been repaired 

and bore the scars of battle, riddled with 

holes from heavy calibre automatic 

weapons. Some downed aircraft were also 

displayed prominently.   It was afternoon 

when we reached Plitvice. It is a very 

special place, unlike anything we had seen 

before. It is a series of 16 mountain lakes 

which cascade from the highest to those on 

the lower level through a series of 

waterfalls. The valley sides are steep and 

heavily forested, and access within the 

reserve has been sympathetically planned 

with many paths and causeways. It is very 

busy in the tourist season with trips.      13 



 

The striking feature is the gin-clear water 

which allows you to see down to an 

unimaginable depth, unlike anything we had 

seen before. It seems that the water 

becomes extremely pure as it is multi-

filtered on its travels. It is such a pity that 

we were ushered around in such a way that 

we dare not lose sight of our guide who had 

deployed a pink umbrella as a homing 

beacon for us, lest we became detached. 

 I could have spent a week here as the air 

and foliage were full of wildlife. I saw many 

species of damselfly I was not familiar with, 

but didn’t have time to make notes. I did 

manage to spot Golden Ringed Dragonfly 

though. There were many of them, and they 

were quite easy to approach when they 

settled.  There were also many busy 

fritillaries, I feel mainly Silver Washed but 

with one exception, far too active for me to 

confidently identify. 

 At one point while on the causeway which 

was only just above water level, I became 

aware of an Adder in the water keeping up 

with me just a couple of feet away . I alerted 

the rest of the family who were a little way 

ahead, and we watched it glide out of the 

water and over the wooden slats into the 

undergrowth. On reflection this is the one 

and only time I have seen an Adder in the 

wild, and this was quite close enough. 

Another interesting event for us at Plitvice 

Lakes was when we came to a patch of 

damp ground by the causeway where a 

group of ‘White’ butterflies had gathered. 

There was clearly something they liked on 

the ground there and it was fascinating to 

see so many in one place. They were too 

far away to ID properly but I did get a photo 

which made interesting viewing later. There 

was more than one species present and 

while I was confident there were Wood 

Whites there, I wasn’t sure of which ones. 

Wood White, Reals Wood White or 

Fenton’s Wood White all of which can occur 

locally, although wing markings might 

suggest the first.  Our last noteworthy 

wildlife experiences in Croatia happened 

when we took a boat trip north along the 

coast. We got off the boat for lunch in a 

seaside town near Rovinj, and I took the 

opportunity to have a walk round the local 

park. Once again lavender flower beds 

proved attractive to butterflies, and this time 

there were many Small Copper among the 

Common Blues. The highlight though was 

the arrival of a lovely Cleopatra Male. Again 

taking a photo was difficult, and with closed 

wings it was impossible to see bright 

orange colours on the upper forewing.  

The final wildlife highlight of the trip was 

found by my son Matthew. When the boat 

was on the return journey, I got up to 

answer a call of nature. He said smiling, 

‘Go to the one at the back of the boat, there 

won’t be anyone in there’.  When I got there 

I found sitting on a pipe the biggest 

grasshopper / cricket I had ever seen but I 

still haven’t been able to identify it. 

 

It is hard to describe the pleasure 

experienced in seeing a new butterfly or 

exotic insect for the first time, though I am 

sure friends who take an interest in these 

notes will understand exactly what I mean. 

Croatia is a fine place to visit with so many 

interesting places to explore. The people 

are genuinely friendly, and English is their 

second language. It has wonderful scenery, 

history and a great selection of creatures to 

find and identify. We may return. 

* BUTTERFLIES OF BRITAIN AND 

EUROPE a Photographic Guide.Tari 

Haahtela  Kimmo Saarinen  Pekka       
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NORTHANTS FIELD TRIPS  

SUMMER 2016                                                     

 

Wednesday Evening, May 11th Twywell Hills and Dales searching for 

roosting Dingy and Grizzled Skippers in the evening, before hunting for larvae 

of grassland species as it gets dark. Park in the main car park, Grid Ref. 

SP938772 at 7 p.m. Please bring a torch. Leaders: Douglas Goddard and Andy 

Wyldes. 

                               ______________________________ 

Tuesday, May 24th Old Sulehay Forest and Ring Haw, a joint visit with the 

Desborough Wildlife Group to two sites in the north of the county notable for 

Dingy and Grizzled Skippers, Green Hairstreaks and other spring species. Meet 

by the reserve entrance to at Grid Reference TL054980 at 11 a.m. Leader 

Douglas Goddard. 

                              _______________________________ 

Sunday, June 19th Glapthorn Cow Pasture Open Day for the elusive Black 

Hairstreak. Park in the lane opposite the wood entrance, Grid Ref. TL006903 

and join us in the wood from 10.30 a.m. The local Wildlife Trust will be on site 

in the afternoon. Leader: Douglas Goddard. 

                            ________________________________ 

Sunday, July 3rd Salcey Forest repeating our successful field trip of last year 

with Purple Emperor, White Admiral, Silver-washed Fritillary, Wood White and 

three possible Hairstreak species. Meet in the Horsebox car park on Midshires 

Way, Grid Ref. SP801509 at 10.30 a.m. Leaders: Douglas Goddard and Dave 

James. 

                            ________________________________ 

Sunday, July 17th Fineshade Wood, a good site for Silver-washed Fritillary 

and White-letter Hairstreak, plus White Admiral, Purple Hairstreak and possibly 

Purple Emperor, seen here for the first time in 2015. Meet in the courtyard of 

Top Lodge, Fineshade, Grid Ref. SP981983 (Postcode NN17 3BB) at 10.30 

a.m. Car Park fee payable. Leader: Douglas Goddard                                   15



 

AGM AND MEMBERS’ DAY  

SATURDAY 21ST MAY 2016  

   

The branch AGM, Photographic Competition and Members’ Day this year will be held at the 

Forest Centre at Marston Vale. The venue is located off the A421 at Marston Mortaine, from the 

M1, Junction 13 and along the A421 towards Bedford. From Bedford take the A421 towards Milton 

Keynes. The centre is signposted from the A421. Grid Ref: TL004417   Postcode MK43 0PR 

Meet at the Visitor Centre 12.30 p.m. for a Guided Walk of one hour to look for spring butterflies, 

notably Green Hairstreak, Dingy and Grizzled Skipper, led by Peter Glenister. 

Refreshments may be obtained from the centre café. The AGM will start at 2.15 p.m. and will be 

followed by a presentation by our guest speaker: 

The Secret Lives of Butterflies and Moths 

Richard Fox, Head of Recording, Butterfly Conservation 

Entries for the Photographic Competition (prints only) may be submitted in advance to any of 

the committee members or brought on the day. Entry is open to all branch members.  

There are four categories: 

        The Chairman’s Shield for the Best Photo of a British Butterfly in the Wild 

The Don Askew Memorial Shield Branch Activities, Field Trips, Winter Work parties, Sales 

Events, Members etc. 

The Butterfly Conservation Shield for the Best Photo of a Butterfly or Moth in its early 

stages (egg, caterpillar, chrysalis etc.) 

        Best British Moth Shield for the Best Photo of a British Moth 

Rules for the Photographic Competition 

 No more than 6 entries per category per person 

 All photos to have been taken in 2015 

 An entry fee of 50p will be charged per photo entered and no larger than A4 in size 

 Every entry must show name/initials on the reverse 

 Digital images must not be enhanced by computer manipulation 

 The committee accepts no liability for loss or damage to entries 

 Winning entries are to be available for publication on the branch website and in the 

branch newsletter 

 


