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EDITORIAL 

    

Welcome to the latest issue of your branch newsletter. I hope you have managed to get out and 

about to admire our splendid array of butterflies. The cool spring has had a detrimental effect on 

numbers of most species this year but attendances at our field trips has been good and they have 

delivered all of our branch species apart from Small Blue, Purple Emperor and Clouded Yellow. 

The two counties have become a magnet for people further afield to see Duke of Burgundy, Wood 

White, Purple Emperor and, in one Northants wood, Valezina Silver-washed Fritillary, contributing 

to eco-tourism. The ‘Back to the Brink’ project outlined by Simon Phelps in this issue will add 

another species to this list in the future. 

We have also held a successful moth night in Northamptonshire and a well-attended butterfly 

identification workshop. A growing band of volunteers is monitoring sites regularly by conducting 

regular transect counts. I hope the enclosed field trip reports will encourage even more of you to 

join us next year. In the meantime, why not come to one of our conservation work parties during 

the winter and help maintain vital habitats. They are informal affairs, tools are provided and you 

can work at your own ability and pace. They are social occasions too, with lively banter and 

shared anecdotes of our butterflying adventures. You can also help to preserve the local flavour of 

your branch newsletter by sending contributions about the butterflies and moths in your garden, 

local patch or further afield. We also have a social evening on 9th November where we hope to 

meet as many of you as possible. 

Douglas Goddard
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VOLUNTEER WINTER WORK PARTIES 

October 16th    Fermyn Woods Country Park Scrub clearance in the thicket for 

Black Hairstreaks. 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. Park behind the Skylark Café (SP952848) 

Contact Doug Goddard 01604 408670. 

November 13th Bison Hill, Whipsnade Scrub clearance for chalk grassland 

species. Meet in NT car park TL000185 10.30 a.m. Contact Greg Herbert 01582 

663784. 

November 20th Twywell Hills and Dales Scrub clearance along the transect 

route for a range of grassland species 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. Meet in the main car 

park (SP938772) Contact Doug Goddard 01604 408670. 

November 30th Sywell Country Park A day in the butterfly garden to carry out 

essential maintenance. Meet in the car park, Washbrook Lane, Northampton 

NN6 0QX at 10 a.m. Contact Ian Kimsey 01234 781763 

January 8th Yelnoe Wood Meet in the car park in the centre of Sharnbrook 

village (Church Lane & High Street) then short drive to site at SP995596 Contact 

Ian Kimsey 01234 78176  

January 15th  Fermyn Woods Country Park Scrub clearance in the main park 

for Dingy and Grizzled Skippers and Green Hairstreaks. 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. as for 

October 16th. 

January 19st Twywell Hills and Dales Scrub clearance along the transect 

route 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. as for November 20th. 

March 19th Fermyn Woods Country Park Scrub clearance in the main park 

for Dingy and Grizzled Skippers and Green Hairstreaks. 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. as for 

October 16th. 

MEMBERS’ SOCIAL EVENING 9TH NOVEMBER 

Join us and meet fellow members at Northampton Golf Club, 

Harlestone near Duston, Northampton NN7 4EF, 7.30 p.m. Open to 

members and their partners, admission free, entry by membership card 

or by your membership number. 

Talk by Douglas Goddard - Thirty Years with Northamptonshire 

Butterflies – Memories, Anecdotes and Reminiscences      Quiz and Free 

Refreshments                                                                                                                                                       3 



THE BACK FROM THE BRINK PROJECT 

Simon Phelps, BC Project Officer outlines an exciting future initiative

More than 100 wildflowers, birds, butterflies 

and other animals could be saved from 

extinction thanks to a new £4.6m grant from 

the Heritage Lottery Fund. Back from the 

Brink is an innovative project to save our 

rarest and most threatened wildlife such as 

grey-long- eared bats, pine martens, willow 

tits and the large blue butterfly. Led by 

Natural England, the project involves 

Amphibian and Reptile Conservation 

(ARC), Bat Conservation Trust, Buglife, 

Bumblebee Conservation Trust, Butterfly 

Conservation, Plantlife and the Royal 

Society for the Protection of Birds. 

It’s the first time that so many conservation 

organisations have joined forces to tackle 

species extinction. The scope of the project 

is fantastic – to save 20 species from 

extinction and to help another 118 on the 

road to recovery. 

Concolorus moth     Photo Andy Mackay 

One of the projects that Butterfly 

Conservation are leading on is the 

Rockingham Forest project. Focusing on 

the woodland landscape between 

Peterborough and Corby, stretching from 

Castor Hanglands in the north to 

Geddington Chase in the south, the project 

aims to improve the habitat on a number of 

key woodland sites within the area. Working 

with our national partners, including 

Plantlife, RSPB, ARC and the Bat 

Conservation Trust, the project aims to 

improve the woodlands for special species 

such as barbastelle bat, adder, willow tit, fly 

orchid and concolorous. The project 

focuses on ensuring that woodland rides 

and glades are managed for these species, 

as well as creating habitat for these 

vulnerable target species. We will also be 

working with a number of key local 

partners, such as Natural England, Forestry 

Commission and BCN Wildlife Trust, who 

we will form a key part of the partnership 

needed to make this project a success.  

Chequered Skipper    Photo Iain H Leach 

The project also aims to reintroduce the 

chequered skipper to Rockingham Forest, 

an area that was once one of its 

strongholds in England. It was last recorded 

here in 1976 and was thought to have gone 

extinct due to changes to the woodland 

habitat. Since then, as efforts have                                                                                      
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been made to restore many of our 

woodlands, sites within Rockingham Forest 

have become suitable again for this special 

species and we feel the time is right to 

attempt to bring it back to England. The 

project will create and maintain the 

tussocky, grassy rides and glades that the 

species favoured.  

Adder          Photo D. Goddard 

As well as carrying out direct habitat work 

for the target species, the project will also 

give people the opportunity to learn about 

the wonderful woodland wildlife found within 

the Rockingham Forest area. Through a 

programme of guided walks, talks and moth 

& bat nights, people will be able to learn 

about the special species found in 

Rockingham Forest. There will be 

opportunities for people to join in with the 

work of the project, volunteering to help 

save these threatened species. We will be 

looking for people to help us with the 

surveying and monitoring of these rare 

species, as well as helping us with the 

practical habitat management needed to 

ensure the habitat is in good condition for 

the species. We also hope to work with 

local schools and volunteer groups, as well 

as other organisations, like the River Nene 

Regional Park.  

This project is currently in a development 

phase, where plans are being put together 

in preparation for the second round funding 

bid submission to the Heritage Lottery 

Fund. If we are successful in securing the 

funding, the project is expected to start 

around April 2017 and will run for 4 years.  

Fly Orchid     Photo D. Goddard 

If you would like to find out more about the 

project you can contact Simon Phelps 

(Back from the Brink Project Development 

Officer) from Butterfly Conservation 

sphelps@butterfly-conservation.org            

5                                  



GRIZZLIES, UMBRELLAS & PARASITES 

 Graham Bentley gives his personal perspective of this year’s AGM 

Usually, every year, the AGM & Members’ 

Day coincides with the Rugby finals which 

means that I’m filming at Twickenham or 

Leicester or Milton Keynes. And this year it 

was semi-finals day but BT Sport no longer 

allow us lowly RFU cameramen to film at 

‘their’ events. So, you might think, I’d be 

fresh and ready to attend the pre AGM 

guided walk at Marston Vale. Unfortunately 

I had a filming job on the Friday night that 

meant I didn’t get to bed until 3.30 am. Plus 

I had the misfortune to be ‘closed circuiting’ 

the worst tribute band in the history of pop 

music. This lot made Arthur Mullard & Hilda 

Baker look and sound like superstars 

(check Arthur & Hilda out on Youtube if you 

don’t remember them ) To say I was jaded 

when I woke in the morning would be a big 

understatement. Bigger than the bags 

under my eyes, which my family refers to as 

‘the Tescos’. 

‘Should I stay or should I go’ was Clashing 

around in my head. Go won. I headed 

straight to M&S to pick up a BLT, and then 

Junction 15a, to pick up a Costa with extra 

shots. The M1 was kind and the 27 mile 

journey left me with half a mug of 

cappuccino and a sky full of potential. 

Overcast is not a word I like. It’s a bit like 

half full or half empty, and can often end up 

as a pessimist’s reason for not doing 

‘things’. I’m an optimist and the thought of 

seeing my first Grizzled & Dingy Skippers 

and Green Hairstreak of the season plus a 

multitude of other wildlife at this ‘new’ 

reserve (for me) was very fulfilling. 

The meeting point was in the Car Park at 

12.30. As I drove towards the Forest Centre 

I spotted the gathered butterfly folk. Quite a 

young looking bunch with kids and dogs, 

and a few older guys with clip boards and 

an overly authoritative demeanour. No 

Doug; No Peter; No Butterfly….ers. Yes, 

you’re right, I had ‘joined’ the ‘Radio 

Controlled’ event. I quickly reversed and 

was relieved to spot a few familiar faces 

just outside the impressive Centre.  

Photo Graham Bentley                                                                                                                          

Our team leaders led us out to the   

favoured areas. There were the usual     

instructions and advice on                     

where, when and how before we carefully 

picked our ways across the perfect D&G 

Skip terrain. The Sun was proving to be 

evasive, but when it did make a brief 

appearance, then so the ‘flitting’ began. 

Dingy Skipper showed first and good views 

were had before over enthusiasm and the 

brisk breeze intervened. Grizzled followed 

soon after with the same result.  

  
Photo Graham Bentley 

Green Hairstreak never did show despite 

energetic efforts at ‘flushing’. We were 

advised to pull a few twigs or rustle around 

with low foliage to encourage any placid 

Hairstreaks to fly. Judith and I were chatting 

and scanning the various ‘bushes’ when to          
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our dismay a lady was ‘bashing’ a  small   

hawthorn with a brolly. She was quickly 

‘advised’ that this was a ‘bit over the top’! 

However, a freshly emerged Four Spotted 

Chaser launched itself out, narrowly 

escaping the thrashing, and showing off 

those glistening teneral wings as it glided to 

safety.   

 

Photo Graham Bentley 

 

Time had passed quickly and thoughts of a 

pre AGM foddering session led us quickly 

back to base. On the way I spotted a Great 

Spotted. ‘Twas on the grass mimicking 

Green Woodpecker, ants and all.  

Photo Graham Bentley 

And then in the raised gardens of The 

Forest Centre a pristine Orange Tip was 

soaking up the limited rays of Sun in 

between sheltering from the now light 

drizzle. 

Photo Graham Bentley 

 

Tea and sarnies consumed, I headed into 

the AGM. Our guest speaker, Richard Fox 

presented ‘The Secret Lives of Butterflies 

and Moths’. This has to be one of the best 

presentations I have experienced.  

Photo Dave James 

Fascinating accounts of Nature’s incredible 

invisible signals given out by plants when 

being eaten and picked up by parasitic 

insects and guiding them to their 

prey…….and then the various survival 

strategies of each stage of the Butterfly and 

Moth. Riveting stuff which I’m not going to 

describe in detail…….if you weren’t 

there…….shame……you missed a treat!                                                       
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BRANCH PHOTOGRAPHIC COMPETITION                

JUDGED BY OUR GUEST SPEAKER RICHARD FOX

CHAIRMAN’S SHIELD FOR BEST BUTTERFLY IN THE WILD 

 

Winner of this category was this 

stunning image of a Small Copper by 

Andy Wyldes  

 

Second place was shared by Andy 

again (Duke of Burgundy) and 

Dennis McQuillan (Small Skipper) 

 

 

DON ASKEW MEMORIAL SHIELD - BRANCH ACTIVITIES

 
 

 

Winner Judith Barnard (Sharpenhoe 

Clappers)     Second Kate Colles 

(Dunstable Downs)                                 8   



 

BUTTERFLY CONSERVATION SHIELD - EARLY STAGES

 

  

 

Winner was Andy Wyldes (Drinker Moth 

Caterpillar). Pictured below is Dennis 

McQuillan (second with Large White 

caterpillars)  

 

SHIELD FOR THE BEST PHOTOGRAPH OF A BRITISH MOTH

  

 

Chris Colles claimed first place with this 

superbly camouflaged Merveille de Jour. 

 

 

He also took second with a photo of a 

Chimney Sweeper. 
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THE DUKES OF BISON HILL, MAY 15th           

Ian Kimsey recalls the field trip to one of Bedfordshire’s best sites

                                      

Bright and breezy on the Downs, a full car 

park greeted me on arrival, a big turnout, 31 

enthusiasts. Greg had promoted the walk 

with the Wildlife Trust Local Group who had 

turned out in force. A short Health and 

Safety announcement – mind the rabbit 

holes and take care on the slippery slope – 

and then we were away down the hill. Dingy 

and Grizzled Skipper had been seen in the 

car park and our first Duke of Burgundy 

along the sheltered bridleway and soon 

after a Green Hairstreak on a flower head 

and a second on hawthorn, well spotted by 

Wilf. All four target species before we reach 

the base of the hill – pressure off. Walking 

the transect route followed every week by 

Greg during the summer months the group 

got good sightings of Dingy Skipper, the 

Duke and Hairstreak. Grizzled Skipper was 

less frequent but gave photo opportunity for 

some. Other butterflies were noted. 

Orange-tip and Brimstone showed well. 

Small and Green-veined White wandered 

past, searching nectar flowers – primrose, 

cowslip and wild strawberry.  

 

Uphill in the gulley, then back down along 

an open track, before reaching a hedgerow 

with more substantial vegetation at the 

base. Here we encountered Red Admiral, 

Holly Blue and Peacock. The nettle patches 

are popular for egg-laying and caterpillars 

in the coming months for a second 

generation of these species. Small 

Tortoiseshell was noted by some of the 

group and a single Speckled Wood. I 

expected more of these so this may 

indicate a poor year for these species. On 

our return loop, more Skippers and Dukes. 

Green Hairstreak was noted around a 

hawthorn bush particularly identified by 

Greg to see this species. Finally the first 

Small Heath of the season rapidly flew past. 

  

Back at the car park the final tally, kept by 

Greg for his transect records, was 14 

species, 122 individual butterflies, 27 of 

which were Dukes. Thanks to Greg Herbert 

and Wilf Powell who walk the transects for 

butterflies on the Downs and managed the 

large group without losing anyone. 

 

(Photos by D. Goddard)  
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BUTTERFLYING INTO THE NIGHT, MAY 11th 

All did not bode well for our scheduled 

evening visit to Twywell Hills and Dales to 

look for roosting Grizzled and Dingy 

Skippers and grassland larvae. It had been 

a very wet day and even as I drove from 

Northampton the rain poured down. The 

conditions understandably put most people 

off and David Palmer was the sole member 

to join Andy Wyldes and me. We were not 

expecting to find many roosting butterflies, 

suspecting they may have disappeared well 

into the undergrowth, but as we walked 

round the Whitestones area, we soon 

encountered them wrapped around the 

dead seed heads of the knapweed in their 

characteristic poses, blending in superbly 

and  difficult to see to the untrained eye. 

Others were on small rose and hawthorn 

bushes hidden on the sprigs of foliage.  

 

Our final count was 5 Grizzled and 37 

Dingy, a surprising haul, exceeding that of 

previous years by a large margin.  

 

We followed this up by a search for larvae 

in the long grass by the car park as 

darkness descended. The ground was very 

damp after all the rain so we did not loiter 

long but managed to locate a few 

specimens of Marbled White, Meadow 

Brown and Ringlet, finally departing with 

very wet knees.  

 

Meadow Brown Larva (Photos A. Wyldes) 
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OLD SULEHAY AND RING HAW, MAY 24th  

Northants Field Trip Reports by Douglas Goddard, with thanks to Andy Wyldes, Dave 

James and Judith Barnard for their support and assistance  

             

This was a joint field trip with the 

Desborough Wildlife Group but none of the 

latter was able to make it and the party 

consisted of nine of us from the branch. The 

day offered intermittent sunshine but with a 

cool wind. We started off into Stonepit 

Quarry, an area of generally sparse 

vegetation ideal for our target species, 

though the site is gradually reverting to scrub 

with encroaching silver birch. 

 

Dingy Skipper basking on the stony ground 

of the quarry. 

Photo D. Goddard 

We soon spotted a few Dingy and Grizzled 

Skippers skimming across the ground and 

were able to show them at close quarters, 20 

Dingy and 7 Grizzled being the final total 

here. Other species were harder to find, with 

2 Common Blues, 2 Large Whites, a 

Peacock, Speckled Wood and 2 Small 

Heaths completing the list. An Orange-tip 

egg was discovered as we left for lunch and 

a notable sight was a fresh Scarce Chaser 

dragonfly. 

A Scarce Chaser 

Photo D. Goddard 

After lunch the group diminished to five and 

by mid-afternoon to three as we explored the 

adjacent Ring Haw. Here the tally was 12 

Dingy and 5 Grizzled Skippers, 5 Common 

Blues, 2 Small Heaths, Speckled Wood with 

additional species Brimstone (2) and Red 

Admiral (4 in a shaded area along the old 

railway line). Mother Shipton and Burnet 

Companion moths were also present and a 

further Scarce Chaser but we were unable to 

locate a Green Hairstreak at all during the 

day. A common lizard was discovered 

basking on bare ground among some grass 

tussocks.                                                   
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MOTH NIGHT       Photos and text by Dave James

Moth Night is an event organised by 

Butterfly Conservation and Atropos in order 

to celebrate the recording of moths and 

promote them to the general public. Each 

year has a theme and this year it was our 

Hawkmoths so the dates for this event were 

set for early summer. We were very 

fortunate to be invited by the Northants 

Moth Recorder (Mark Hammond) and some 

of the Northants Moth Group to join them at 

their Moth Night event in Fermyn Wood on 

the 11th of June. The start of the evening 

didn’t look too promising as a steady fall of 

rain looking unsettlingly like it wouldn’t go 

away but fortunately as it gradually got dark 

the rain subsided and eventually stopped. 

The Moth Group had arrived on site early to 

set up their traps while it was still light but 

the dozen or so members of our branch met 

up later on and by the time we walked into 

the wood it was already dark. 

Eyed Hawkmoth 

 Like most of the local butterfly enthusiasts 

I’m no stranger to the main ride through 

Fermyn Woods from the Gliding Club due 

to amount of time I’ve spent here during the 

Purple Emperor season but I have to say 

I’ve never seen it look like it did on this 

night. The long straight ride was lit up all 

the way down with the beaming lights from 

the moth traps and reminded me of the 

inside of a cathedral rather than the wood I 

was used to! Luckily the moth trappers 

were already attracting lots of moths and 

we had a great evening learning from these 

dedicated recorders. Mark Hammond had 

also brought along some superb moths he’d 

caught previously so we could see them. 

The Eyed Hawkmoth, Elephant Hawkmoth 

and Poplar Hawkmoth certainly drew in the 

crowd as did the superbly camouflaged Buff 

Tip.  

Green Silver-lines 

Another of the colourful moths that attracted 

a lot of attention from the group were the 

Green Silver-lines that were visiting one of 

the traps in the middle of the ride and the 

unusual looking Pale Prominent also drew a 

crowd.  

Pale Prominent 

We stayed with the Northants Moth Group 

until just after midnight when we left them to 

continue their vigil throughout the night. In 

all using 13 light traps they managed to 

record nearly one hundred species and it 

was a real privilege to spend the evening 

with the moth trappers learning from their 

wealth of knowledge. It’s certainly an event 

we will be planning to repeat.                              
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GLAPTHORN COW PASTURES   JUNE 19th 

We approached this annual event with a 

little anxiety as, owing to the late season, 

the Black Hairstreak had only been seen for 

the first time this year two days previously. 

We need not have worried, as’ true to form’ 

individuals descended to feed on their 

favoured dewberry bushes to present close 

views to a growing band of visitors during 

the course of the morning. A number were 

seeing the species for the first time and had 

travelled as usual from all parts of the 

country. 

 

The day soon developed into the usual 

social gathering as enthusiasts exchanged 

good-humoured anecdotes of their butterfly 

adventures of the summer and accounts of 

their favourite sites. In total twelve Black 

Hairstreaks were counted and everyone 

was becoming rather blasé about them 

when a red-tipped clearwing was located on 

the dewberries. 

 

This diminutive species provided a 

welcome and challenging alternative for the 

photographers. Other pleasant diversions 

were common lizards basking on logs in a 

couple of rides and a southern marsh 

orchid. A Large Skipper and 7 Speckled 

Woods were the only other butterflies seen, 

reflecting the late season. 

   (Photos Dave James)

SHARPENHOE BLUES, AUGUST 6th                                                                                                       

Dave Chandler reports on leading the field trip round this splendid National Trust  site

 
 
I was pleased on the morning of the field 
trip to Sharpenhoe Clappers to see the sun 
shine brightly without a cloud in the 

sky.  The temperature was a comfortable 
22 degrees C. too. Fifteen people attended, 
many were new faces who possibly had 
heard of the event as part of The Big 
Butterfly Count awareness campaign. Beds 
& Northants’ Judith Barnard and Herts & 
Middx chairman Malcolm Hull came along 
too and helped me guide the large party 
along. 
  
Sharpenhoe supports 28 indigenous 
species and of these we saw 21. Some 
were right at the end of their flight periods 
and were very tatty but, nevertheless, some 
new members saw species they had not 
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seen before to their obvious delight. 
Further, in total, we saw around 650 
individual butterflies in 3 hours, which, 
although some way short of the summer 
peak (1125), was still a good number 
despite the poor weather earlier this spring 
and summer.    

Initially I took the party into the Moleskin 
area of the site and there we found around 
350 Chalkhill Blues flying low in the 
grass.  Second brood Common Blues were 
beginning to appear and a couple of 
Peacocks plus a late-season Dark Green 
Fritillary and a Marbled White were seen. 
We found a Brown Argus and using my 
butterfly identification chart I was able to 
show folk the difference between it and a 
regular brown form Common Blue female.   

 

We then walked around t he woody area 
finding a Red Admiral and the three 
common “whites” and then onward between 
the set-aside fields where the Skylarks fly to 
the grassy meadow where the Dark Green 
Fritillaries breed.  A Painted Lady swiftly 
passed by en route.  

(Photos by Judith Barnard) 

 

At the top of the meadow Commas and 
Small Tortoisehells were seen. All around, 
Meadow Browns and Gatekeepers were 
seen in lower numbers than I would have 
normally expected. This may be because 
the National Trust kept their grazing flock of 
sheep in the field later this year than normal 
but I need to talk to the warden about the 
validity of this theory first. By the meadow’s 
entrance kissing-gate several newly 
emerged Brimstones were seen. One of 
Sharpenhoe’s specialities then put in an 
appearance, as three old washed-out Dark 
Green Fritillaries, one female and two 
males, whizzed around the purple-headed 
knapweeds at full speed. Lower down the 
meadow a hand-full of late Small & Essex 
Skippers were found but we were unable to 
find any Small Heath or Ringlets in their 
usual places because their flight periods 
had finished;  however the newly emerged 
second-brood Common Blues  gave decent 
photo’ opportunities to the photographers 
as they posed nicely on the colourful 
wildflowers.    

On returning to the hay meadow next to the 
car park at one o’clock the party went on 
their various ways and most said they were 
pleased at seeing so many Chalkhill Blues 
in one place.  
 

 

Field Trip Reports for Salcey Forest and 
Fineshade will appear in the next issue…..          
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