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THE CHAIRMAN’S FAREWELL 

    I suppose it is customary when one leaves an organisation to all too easily reflect backwards through rose-

tinted spectacles and remember those halcyon summer memories where butterflies flew in huge abundance. 

The plain facts are butterflies and moths are in decline and were also seriously under threat when I joined the 

Bedfordshire & Northamptonshire committee back in 1985. I knew this decline was ongoing having researched 

and produced a small document on Bedfordshire Butterflies from 1815-1985, which somehow brought me to the 

attention of the Branch’s founding father Greg Herbert. It was rather grand to be given the title of Historian on 

the committee at the ripe old age of thirty one but I seemed to acquire new titles over the years :Education 

officer, Emergency Newsletter Editor, Branch Organiser, Vice Chairman and for around the last decade the 

dizzy heights of Chairman. 

The Branch has a strong committee of committed volunteers and I can only remember a brief period in the 

1990’s when we were seriously understaffed. The last few years have seen rapid changes in the way the 

Branch has had to be steered and managed to comply with the governing body and charity commission’s 

guidelines.  I have not always agreed with these enforced dictats as I passionately believe in Branch autonomy.  

But one cannot always oppose such strong arguments that may benefit the whole Organisation, and at the end 

of the day we must collaborate effectively at all levels if butterflies and moths are to survive outside of nature 

reserves in the wider countryside. 

Please continue to support your local branch and the national organisation of Butterfly Conservation as I shall 

be, by remaining a member and getting involved whenever you feel able. I look forward to seeing you all at the 

AGM in April where we will also be saying goodbye to Dave Sowerby (Treasurer) and John Elliott (Sales Stalls 

officer since 1984)                                      Stuart Pittman  

Branch Treasurer Role Description            Please let us know if willing to fill this key position 

  
As well as sharing responsibility with the other members of the Branch Committee for all aspects of BC Branch 
activities, the Treasurer’s role is to ensure that the Branch keeps track of its financial situation and is able to meet 
the costs incurred by its activities.  

Key Tasks 

 To prepare an annual budget of income and expenditure for the Branch.  

 To advise the committee on the financial implications of their activities as well as any adjustments or 
amendments to the budget that may be required, and seek approval for them.   

 To act as a link between the Branch and Head Office for all financial matters on a regular basis.   

 Review financial reserves required for the Branch.  
Specific Responsibilities 

 To provide authorisation to the HO Finance Team for invoice payments.  
  

 To provide HO details of any income paid directly into the bank account so this can be recorded 
correctly in the cashbook.  

  

 To forward all relevant original source paperwork to HO including evidence (i.e. invoices, delivery 
notes, income documents such as legacy and grant information) for payments and receipts where 
necessary.  

  

 Present the financial report at each Branch AGM, summarising income and expenditure for the 
previous year, progress during the current year and recommendations concerning funding.   

  

 From time to time, attend National and Regional meetings, workshops or seminars.  
  

 Support other committee members with the preparation of funding proposals to outside bodies and 
be responsible for the financial reporting to grant funders.  

  

 To ensure purchasing/contract guidelines are followed and necessary approvals are in 

place.                                                                                                                                        -2-



AGM AND MEMBERS’ DAY, 29TH APRIL 2017 

This year’s branch AGM, Photographic Competition & Members’ Day will be 

on Saturday, 29th April in the Humfrey Rooms, Northampton, home of the 

Northamptonshire Natural History Society. The venue address is 10 Castilian 

Street, Northampton NN1 1LD. 

The AGM starts at 2.00 p.m. followed by our guest speaker and the 

photographic competition, aiming to finish at 5 p.m. Refreshments will be 

available.

The nearest car park is Albion Place behind 

the Derngate theatre but this is quite small. 

Best bets are the St John’s multi-storey (just 

off the roundabout on Victoria Promenade 

opposite Morrisons) or the Grosvenor Centre 

multi-storey, which are both about ten 

minutes’ walk away. All car parks are now 

free on a Saturday. 

 

Our Guest Speaker: 

Sam Ellis, Director of Conservation and Regions, Butterfly Conservation                 

presenting The Back from the Brink Project 

Entries for the photographic competition (prints only) may be submitted in advance to any committee member (see back 

page) or brought on the day. Entry is open to all branch members. There are four categories: 

The Chairman’s Shield   The Best Butterfly in the Wild 

The Don Askew Memorial Shield   This includes Branch Activities, Field Trips, Winter Work Parties, Sales Events, 

photos of Members etc. 

The Butterfly Conservation Shield   The Best Photo of a Butterfly or Moth in its early stages (egg, caterpillar, chrysalis) 

Best British Moth Shield   Best Photo of a British Moth 

Rules for the Photographic Competition 

 No more than 6 entries per category 

 All photos to have been taken during 2016 

 An entry fee of £0.50 will be charged per photo entered, a maximum of A4 in size 

 Every entry must show name/initials of entrant on the reverse 

 Digital images may be cropped but not enhanced by computer manipulation 

 The committee accepts no liability for loss or damage to entries 

 Winning entries are to be available for publication on the Branch website and in the Branch Newsletter 
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SALCEY FOREST JULY 3RD  

Douglas Goddard reports on our final two summer field trips of 2016

A recurring theme of our field trip 
programme last year had been low 
expectation at the outset due to key species 
not emerging in full by the scheduled date. 
A ‘health warning’ was issued at the start of 
the walk - there had been no sightings of 
our target species, White Admiral, Purple 
Emperor and Silver-washed Fritillary and, 
though Black Hairstreak had been found in 
the forest, the chances of seeing one of 
these were slim. Although the weather was 
set fair, prospects did not look good for the 
large crowd of 35 butterfly lovers. 
 
Spirits were quickly raised however as, fifty 
yards in from the horsebox car park the first 
White Admiral of the year was spotted 
basking on a bramble by Paul Fisher and 
as we explored the loading bay beyond this 
a Comma flew round and alighted on the 
ground.  
 

 
The first Northants White Admiral of the year 

 
A Wood White also settled briefly and gave 
some of the party their first ever views of 
this species. As we progressed along the 
main track further stragglers of this year’s 
Wood White brood (7) appeared and 
presented good photographic opportunities. 
 
We were able to point out a Holly Blue larva 
which we had found on dogwood. Large 
Skippers, Meadow Browns, Ringlets and 
Speckled Woods were frequent alongside 
the track. 
 

 
 

Gathering to watch and photograph Wood Whites 

 

 
 
 
We paused in the loading bay just beyond 
the ranger’s cottage where we added Small 
Skippers and Common Blues. A common 
lizard was basking on the Ranger’s Oak 
and a slow-worm was discovered under a 
refuge tin. 
 
The butterfly grapevine had alerted us to 
the first White-letter Hairstreak sightings 
elsewhere in the county so we stopped to 
survey the elms along the forest track near 
the motorway for these but without success. 
We headed for a clearing off this track, an 
area of finer grasses favoured by Marbled 
Whites. Several were flying around looking 
very photogenic in this habitat. There were 
also good specimens of bee orchids here. 
Further along, a further group of common 
lizards was found on some logs.             
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Marbled Whites were seen in good numbers in the 
meadow 

 

 
 
On to the meadow which skirts the 
motorway where more Marbled Whites 
were discovered, the total for the day being 
22. Four Small Tortoiseshells were also in 
this area.  
 

 
A Salcey Small Tortoiseshell 

 
Having allowed everyone the opportunity to 
obtain photographs, we headed back the 
way we came. The party became very 
spread out and I was towards the rear when 
I was greeted by Dave James with the cry, 
“We have found a Black Hairstreak!” I 

rushed along to find a group gathered next 
to a hazel bush with the said specimen 
resting among the foliage. It had been 
spotted by David Cochrane feeding and 
had flown up into the bush. This rounded off 
the day perfectly for me as this was my first 
sighting in Salcey for many years.  
 

 
Highlight of the day a Black hairstreak 

 
A day which had started with little promise 
had brought a great day’s butterflying. A 
group who had travelled down from 
Newcastle had seen four new species for 
them – Wood White, White Admiral, 
Marbled White and Black Hairstreak. What 
greater justification could we have for 
organising field trips and what better 
advertisement for our branch and our 
special butterfly species? 
___________________________________ 

 

We will be repeating this popular field trip, 

jointly with the Upper Thames Branch, in 

July this year, when we hope to see the full 

range of species, including delights such as 

the Bee Orchid above.  

(All photos by D. Goddard)                      -5-



WOODLAND WONDERS 

FINESHADE JULY 17TH 

It was a warm sunny day for another visit to 
the north of the county to a part of 
Rockingham Forest which boasts a wide 
range of species. A gathering of 19 of us set 
off from Top Lodge into the old car park and 
as we looked around the wide open area 
saw the first of many Silver-washed 
Fritillaries. 30 were seen flying around the 
trees and among the bushes along the sides 
of the ride as we wandered through the wood 
during the morning, but opportunities for 
photographing were limited as they rarely 
settled in the heat.  
 

 
Silver-washed Fritillary – Fineshade is one of the best 
places to find this species in Northants. (D.Goddard) 

 
More of a surprise was a Marbled White 
nectaring briefly on a thistle, the first I have 
ever seen at this location. Ringlets, Meadow 
Brown and Large Skippers were soon 
observed, plus several Commas and a Small 
Tortoiseshell.  
 

 
  Marbled White – a new record for Fineshade (D. James) 

A few Speckled Woods, Green-veined and 
Large Whites were soon recorded as we 
walked further down into the wood. The 
wood is noted for White-letter Hairstreaks 
and we surveyed a large elm and noted 
three flying round the canopy. Similar patient 
scanning of the numerous mature oaks gave 
a couple of sightings of its more common 
cousin the Purple Hairstreak.  
 
We continued to a large clearing where I 
have found grassland species in the past. 
Three Small Skippers appeared, along with 
the first Gatekeepers, a rather worn 
Common Blue and a Red Admiral which 
descended to some mud. A brief period of 
cloud arrived and this enabled Dave James 
to identify an Essex Skipper which perched 
very obligingly to allow close inspection and 
photographic opportunities for the party. 
This was an unexpected close first 
encounter with this species for some of them 
and caused great excitement.  
 

 
The Essex Skipper above gave a rare opportunity to 

photograph. (D. Goddard) 
 

 
We wandered back towards our start point 
and were rewarded with good views of the 
underside of a White Admiral as it sheltered 
among the vegetation in the shade. This 
species was once very numerous here but 
has declined since this ride was cleared a 
few years ago.                                           
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Good to see one of our smaller species, the Essex 

Skipper, getting the attention (D.Goddard) 

 
We wandered back towards our start point 
and were rewarded with good views of the 
underside of a White Admiral as it sheltered 
among the vegetation in the shade. This 
species was once very numerous here but 
has declined since this ride was cleared a 
few years ago.                                           
                                                                  

 
White Admiral Underside (D.James) 

 

We headed to the bridge over the railway 
cutting by the entrance road to Fineshade. 
The elms here have supported a colony of 
White-letter Hairstreaks for many years and 
again we spotted a couple flying over the top 
of the canopy. Then, as we looked over the 
bridge at the elms on the other side, we got 
clear views of three females egg-laying as 
we could look down over the tops of the 
elms.  
 
They settled on top of the leaves and 
crawled underneath to lay eggs in the forks 
of the branches. We felt lucky and privileged 
to see this elusive butterfly so closely, 
another first for some and for others their 
best ever views of the species.                                     
 

 
A White-letter Hairstreak crawling over the leaves and 

(below) preparing to lay an egg on the underside of a twig. 
(D.Goddard) 

 

 
 

We could look back on another successful 
field trip in which we had seen the full range 
of arboreal species of this locality. The 
Purple Emperor had been recorded here in 
2015, but in another part of the wood. We 
encouraged a couple who had travelled from 
South Wales to pop along to Fermyn Wood 
in the afternoon where they saw it to 
complete a memorable day.  

                                                                                                                          

THANK YOU    

Worcestershire member Stephen 

Miller and his wife donated £20 to 

our Branch funds after being given 

very helpful guidance on Northants 

butterfly sites by Dave James. 

Waste recycling firm Viridor has 

also given £100 to us after Dave 

carried out a butterfly survey on 

their site at Grange Park. Well 

done, our Northants Recorder!      
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NORTHANTS FIELD TRIPS  

SUMMER 2017                                                    

 

Sunday, May 14th Twywell Hills and Dales an Open Day with the Wildlife 

Trust searching for Dingy and Grizzled Skippers, Green Hairstreaks and other 

spring species. Park in the main car park, Grid Ref. SP938772 at 10 a.m. 

Leaders: Douglas Goddard and Andy Wyldes. 

                               ______________________________ 

Saturday, May 20th Fermyn Woods Country Park, a visit to see how our 

winter conservation work has helped Dingy and Grizzled Skippers, Green 

Hairstreaks and other spring species. Meet in front of the Skylark café at 10 

a.m. Leader Douglas Goddard. Car parking fees apply. 

                              _______________________________ 

Sunday, June 25th Glapthorn Cow Pasture Open Day for the elusive Black 

Hairstreak. Park in the lane opposite the wood entrance, Grid Ref. TL006903 

and join us in the wood from 10 a.m. The local Wildlife Trust will be on site in 

the afternoon. Leader: Douglas Goddard. 

                            ________________________________ 

Sunday, July 9th Salcey Forest repeating our successful field trip of last year 

with Purple Emperor, White Admiral, Silver-washed Fritillary, Wood White and 

three possible Hairstreak species. Meet in the Horsebox car park on Midshires 

Way, Grid Ref. SP801509 at 10.30 a.m. Leaders: Douglas Goddard and Dave 

James. (Joint fieldtrip with the Upper Thames Branch) 

                            ________________________________ 

Sunday, July 30th Fineshade Wood, a good site for Silver-washed Fritillary 

and White-letter Hairstreak, plus White Admiral, Purple Hairstreak and possibly 

Purple Emperor, seen here for the first time in 2015. Meet in the courtyard of 

Top Lodge, Fineshade, Grid Ref. SP981983 (Postcode NN17 3BB) at 10.30 

a.m. Car Park fee payable. Leader: Douglas Goddard 
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BEDFORDSHIRE FIELD TRIPS  

SUMMER 2017                                                      

Sunday, May 21st   Bison Hill, Whipsnade a morning walk for spring butterflies 

– Green Hairstreak, Dingy and Grizzled Skippers and maybe Duke of Burgundy. 

Meet at the National Trust car park at Bison Hill off the B4540, SP999185 at 

11.00 a.m. Leader Greg Herbert  

                              _______________________________ 

Saturday, 1st July Sharpenhoe Clappers our quarry this time Dark Green 

Fritillaries, other summer species and orchids. Park and meet in the car park, 

TL0652295, off Sharpenhoe Road, Streatley, 10.30 a.m. Leader David 

Chandler 

                            _________________________________ 

Sunday, August 6th Totternhoe looking for Chalkhill Blues and other butterfly 

species at Totternhoe Knolls. Park and meet at the Picnic Site car park 

SP986617, off Castle Hill Road, Totternhoe. Look for the brown signs for 

Totternhoe Knolls, near the bus stop, then turn right into the single track lane to 

the car park. Meet at 11.00 a.m. Leader Greg Herbert 

 

A joint event between the Beds and Northants 

Branch of Butterfly Conservation and the Wildlife 

Trusts BCN to celebrate the moths and butterflies at 

Pitsford Reservoir. We will be meeting at 9 a.m. at 

the Fishing Lodge ready to open the moth trap with 

an expert from the Wildlife Trust. After this we will 

be given a short presentation about the moths at 

Pitsford Reservoir and then the opportunity to have 

a walk around the reserve to look for butterflies for 

the rest of the morning. Due to limited spaces 

booking is essential. Please contact David James on 

dave.b.james@outlook.co
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MOTHS AND 

BUTTERFLIES 

OF  

PITSFORD 

RESERVOIR 

2ND JULY 

 



SOCIAL EVENING NOVEMBER 9TH                                                

An Account by Graham  Bentley

November the ninth is the only date in my 

diary that has 2 birthdays. This year, 

however, Father-in-Law didn't make it, but 

my elder brother reached his 70th despite a 

close encounter on the A43 near 

Towcester. Those of you who follow 

astrology and rugby will know that Scorpios 

and moustaches dominate the month of 

November, and so it would be inevitable 

that the entertainment selected for this 

Autumnal evening would include a 

scorpion-like contest.  

A 'social' evening organised by 'Butterfly' 

folk at this time of year was open to a mixed 

reaction. As in the life cycle of our favourite 

insect some of us were in the 'Egg' and 

'Chrysalis' stage, and didn't show. But there 

were enough 'Adults' to make for an 

'interesting evening' in the alien confine of 

Hole 19... The Golf Club. The main reason 

that Sue and I decided to venture up the 

road to Harlestone was to share in Doug 

Goddard's memories of his impressive 

vocation, which has now reached a 'scaling 

down' of his responsibilities...although 

taking on the editorial duties of 'On the 

Wing' is still a big commitment. Going up 

against Coronation Street was always going 

to be a challenge, but Doug factored in 

modern technology and catch up TV and 

was rewarded with good numbers for his 

lively presentation. We were treated to a 

look inside the life of a 'Butterfly Recorder' 

with its many recollections of outstanding 

sightings and the steady change in 

methods of getting 'info' to the 'people'. 

Most satisfying for us were the scanned 

slides of Doug's hand written and self-

illustrated notebooks dating back to the 

good old pre-internet times. There's a book 

in there, Doug, which I'm sure you're 

considering. 

A break for refreshments reminded me of 

birdwatching in the winter....LBJs - little 

brown jobs, and there certainly were plenty 

of plates of them. Luckily I had a spare 

M&S to go salad in my Man bag which 

unfortunately had to share with Sue! 

Another reason for attending was the 'Quiz'. 

Well what a quiz! I scanned down quickly 

the many pinned-up question sheets and 

got a headache. Ian seemed to have spent 

far too much time making this the most 

difficult quiz ever. University Challenge is a 

breeze compared with this Mastermind 

Double Plus Speciality subject challenge. 

My memory may be wrong here but I think 

one of the questions was - 'How many 

moles has David Attenborough got on his 

nose?' I might be slightly exaggerating 

there, but there certainly were a lot of 

glazed vacant faces and despite the morally 

incorrect use of Smartphones only a few 

dared to submit their sparse answer sheet. 

The proud winner was David Irven whose 

Bible Class memory served him well. Ian, of 

course had not finished with us. He insisted 

on explaining the answers despite Martin 

Izzard attempting to encourage a 

curtailment to this slow torture. This is 

where the Scorpio influence manifested. Ian 

is well known for his minutely detailed 

account of the finances of the Group and 

this man has staying power. Martin used 

every possible discouragement to halt Ian's 

tenacity. It was classic scorpion v. scorpion. 

Not sure who won, but with other banter 

coming in from the audience it proved 

entertaining. Thanks once again to Doug for 

his excellent presentation and Ian and 

Martin for organising. We can only now wait 

for the next social evening, as this one 

certainly was memorable. 
 

 

(Photo by Dave James)                                               -10-



VOLUNTEERS NEEDED TO GO FOR A WALK 

ON A SUNNY AFTERNOON    
CLARE TOPPING   

 

The Wider Countryside Butterfly Survey is Butterfly Conservation’s flagship survey with data 

used in hundreds of scientific papers.  It is now in its ninth year and in Beds and Northants we are 

fortunate to have some squares that have been surveyed every year so far. 

The random allocation of the squares within the counties is what makes the survey so useful 

scientifically, with coverage including farmland, wildlife reserves, housing estates, villages and 

towns.  Even though Bedfordshire and Northamptonshire are generally considered to be quite 

rural, we still have some squares right in the middle of towns.  The fortunes of butterflies however, 

are not necessarily linked to the land use in the square with the worse ‘performing’ squares in 

recent years being in a housing estate in Northamptonshire (this is my square and the survey 

does not take very long when there is not much to count!) and also on farmland in Bedfordshire.  

However, we also have some squares with literally hundreds of butterflies reported every year.  

Initial numbers show that once more it is Meadow Brown and Ringlets that are the most common 

butterflies seen, but the Small White also appears to have had a good year.   

In recent years we have had between 25 and 30 one-kilometre squares surveyed, but we 

always hope for more and, even though the squares are randomly allocated we do try to find the 

one nearest a volunteer’s home or place of work. 

Some of the squares that are currently un-surveyed are shown below; but once we get 75% 

coverage we can get some more from BC HQ.  It would be particularly nice to have some more 

squares surveyed in Bedfordshire as we have only about half being visited at the moment. 

NORTHANTS   SP8254 Horton      SP8657 Yardley Hastings     SP5879   Stanford Hall    

                          SP6254   Litchborough    SP6261   Dodford

BEDS    TL0123 Houghton Regis    TL1745 Biggleswade      TL0532 Woburn    TL1548 Hatch  

              SP9951 Bromham     TL0152 Oakley    TL2149 Potton    SP9431 Potsgrove   

              SP9827 Tebworth      SP9628 Battlesdon    SP9952 Stevington 

The WCBS is quite an easy survey to complete. Volunteers are given a map of the site and asked 

to find two (preferably) parallel routes across the squares, each about 1km in length.  If it is a site 

that has been surveyed in the past then there is possibly already a route planned out.  Then, it is 

just a case of going out for two walks on sunny days in July or August and counting butterflies.    

Most of the people that have completed the survey have repeated it every year and I’m not the 

only one that enjoys it.  These are a few recent comments from volunteers about the survey:

 
‘It's a lovely piece of farmland and I always have a nice day out’ 
 
‘Really looking forward to it, hopefully the year will bring better summer weather than last year’ 
 
‘I am very happy to survey the square again, on a sunny day it's a pleasure’. 
 
‘Really enjoyed doing the surveys, interesting to see different species in different habitats. Will 
definitely do surveys next summer’. 
 
If interested in helping out, please email me wcbs@bedsnorthants-butterflies.org.uk                 -11-

mailto:wcbs@bedsnorthants-butterflies.org.uk


SURVEYING MY WCBS SQUARE  
Judith Barnard relates her experience of carrying out this survey work  

    
 

I decided to take on a WCBS site last year 
in Northamptonshire in a small village 
called Alderton near Grafton Regis. The site 
comes with a grid reference making up a 
square and it was up to us to decide where 
the transect walk should be within that 
square, with the aim to have two walks 
roughly parallel to each other covering the 
square from top to bottom.  
 

 
 
 
This isn’t easy as there can be many things 
to contend with such as private land, busy 
roads or just simply inaccessible land. 
Looking at a map, the grid reference 
covered some fields so this would be the 
focus of an initial recce. Some areas, one 
containing livestock and one an very 
overgrown ancient castle were eliminated 
and eventually through a gap in hedge we 
found what would be very suitable for the 
transect. The two transect lines weren’t 
exactly parallel but near enough given the 
shape of the field and hedges.  
                                                                                                           
 

 
 
Our first survey in June was very 
encouraging as the fields had margins of 
wild flowers and hedgerows of brambles 
and oak trees. Large Skipper was the most 
common butterfly with 36 spotted, with 
appearances from Large and Small Whites, 
Small Tortoiseshell, Common Blue and a 
Painted Lady. 
 
  

 
 
 
For our next survey, which had to be 
carried out in July, we were a little bit 
nervous about what we might find. The 
farmer had planted crops so we were 
concerned that these margins of flowers 
may have been cut in the process. 
Fortunately this was not the case and our 
July sightings topped 216 butterflies with 13 
species. The most common was the 
Meadow Brown but there were also good 
numbers of Small Skipper, Ringlet, 
Gatekeepers and the Whites, plus Marbled 
White. 
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Our final survey on August 18th was on a 
less sunny day but butterflies were still 
flying as the temperature was still quite 
warm.  
 
           (All photos by Judith Barnard) 
 
 

 

 
 
The farmer had done some mowing of the 
borders in places which may have 
contributed to less butterflies being counted 
(37 in total). What we noticed was that the 
numbers of Meadow Browns, Skippers and 
Ringlets were now non-existent and it was 
the Common Blue that gave the most 
counts with some Gatekeepers and 
Whites.  
 
Data from the surveys is entered online at 
the UK Butterfly Monitoring Scheme 
website and is relatively straight-forward. 
You can set up an account and this means 
you can recall your data from past surveys.  

______________________________________________________________________________
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
First Encounter with Holly Blues 1985 

 

 
Mating Green Hairstreaks 2017 
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‘Thirty Years with 

Northants 

Butterflies’ 

Douglas Goddard 

If you missed this talk at our social 

evening last November, it is being 

repeated to the Towcester Wildlife 

Group, The Old Mill, Chantry 

Lane, Towcester 

Monday 19th June 2017 

7 p.m. 



 

TWYWELL HILLS AND DALES LATEST 
Annual Review of this important site by Douglas Goddard 

 

Species Trends 2015/2016 
Small Skipper -36% Common Blue +124% 

Essex Skipper -45% Holly Blue ------- 

Large Skipper +17% Red Admiral -125% 

Dingy Skipper +40% Painted Lady -50% 

Grizzled Skipper -27% Small Tortoiseshell -61% 

Clouded Yellow ------- Peacock -55% 

Brimstone  -56% Comma +75% 

Large White -76% Speckled Wood +82% 

Small White +2% Marbled White -24% 

Green-veined White +25% Gatekeeper -48% 

Orange-tip -25% Meadow Brown -40% 

Green Hairstreak -28% Ringlet -39% 

Small Copper +113% Small Heath +6% 

Brown Argus +139% 

 

------- denotes species not recorded in one or both years      UK BAP species in red 

During 2016, the transect count was 

completed on all of the 26 weeks of the 

recording period, though no butterflies were 

present in Week 1. Grateful thanks are due 

to Andy Wyldes, who again carried out most 

of the surveys, some also completed by me. 

The transect route has now been registered 

on the UK Butterfly Monitoring Scheme 

(UKBMS). The number of butterflies 

recorded (3481) was 26% down on the 

previous year. This trend was mainly 

weather-related. The mildest winter since 

1989, followed by wetter than normal 

conditions during March and the first half of 

April, with below average temperatures in 

the latter, provided far from ideal conditions 

for over-wintering and developing larvae. 

Through to July, which was the driest since 

1977, it was cooler than average.  More 

prolonged warm spells arrived in August and 

September, with the hottest September day 

on record. These benefitted some species 

but the majority showed a decrease from 

2015. 

First records of Dingy Skipper (21st April), 

Grizzled Skipper (23rd April), Green 

Hairstreak (30th April), Small Copper (6th   

May), Brown Argus (10th May), Common 

Blue (12th May) and Small Heath (15th May) 

were all the earliest anywhere in the county, 

reflecting the importance of the site for a 

range of species and its attraction to visitors.  

          
Brown Argus increased this year A.Wyldes 

Of these, the Dingy Skipper was the only 

single-brooded one to show an increase in 

the spring. The improvement in August and 

September brought an increase in numbers                               
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of Small Coppers, Brown Argus, Common 

Blue and Small Heath during their later 

broods.  
 

            
Small Copper, another ‘winner’ in 2016 A, Wyldes 

The tally of Speckled Woods was also 

boosted by an increased emergence in this 

period. For the rest of the Brown species 

there was a general downward trend. This 

may be partly attributed to the growth of 

coarser grasses in key areas of the site as 

well as the poor weather. Small Skippers 

may also be suffering because of this. 

      
Speckled Woods showed a good increase A.Wyldes 

Two winter work parties were planned for 

this winter, but one had to be cancelled 

owing to rain. In February a group of twelve 

of us extensively cleared section 5 of the 

transect route. Thank you to all those who 

attended and worked very hard. This is 

useful but it is important to graze the site in 

order to inhibit the growth of coarse grasses 

and promote the smaller plants like bird’s-

foot-trefoil, wild strawberry, creeping 

cinquefoil and sorrel, essential for egg-

laying. Equally vital for nectar are small 

daisies and germander speedwell, while 

bare ground provides basking sites. The 

grazing has had to be suspended in recent 

years owing to continual disturbance and 

injuries to the animals caused by dogs. This 

winter a fence has been erected in order to 

introduce a small group of Dartmoor ponies 

and protect the livestock. Entrance to the site 

is now limited to key volunteers who are 

being given permitted access for recording 

purposes at present.  

 

As part of our summer programme, we are 

holding an Open Day with the Wildlife Trust 

on 14th May for members to see the spring 

butterflies, when members may also discuss 

access arrangements with the transect 

recorders and county recorder. 
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