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Front cover:  Male and female Common blues at Twywell Hills and Dales     Photo Andy Wyldes  

We would like to issue a warm welcome to the following new members 
who have joined our Branch since the publication of the last newsletter

We look forward to meeting you at some of our future events.

Mr Christopher and Mrs Susan Ball - Daventry
Mrs Judy Barker - Gamlingay
Ms Orsi Barko – Daventry
Mr Nigel Bennet - Kettering
Mrs Katarzyna Bukowska - Luton
Ms Angela Cox – Corby
Mr John Friendship-Taylor – Brackley
Miss Michelle Goodger and Mr Shaun Badmin - 
Northampton
Mr James Harding-Morris – Potton
Mr Adrian Kennerley - Kettering
Mrs Stephanie and Mr William King – Houghton Regis
Miss Christine Manning & Mrs Debra Bates – 
Kettering

Mr Yusuf Martin-Darroux - Luton
Ms Jane Morris and Mr Julian Frost - Bedford
Mr Terry Murfitt – Sandy
Mr Glyn Pacan - Irthlingborough
Miss Hazel Pears – Great Houghton
Mr Derek Pittman – Pavenham
Mr Richard Planner- Rushden
Mr Ian Rabbitt – Northampton
Mr Peter Sharpe – St Neots
Mr Geoffrey and Mrs Cynthia Spanner - Northampton
Miss Ingrid Sylvester - Eydon
Mr Russell Taylor - Dunstable
Ms Elizabeth Wade - Shefford

Before you flutter by….
….please could we ask you to create a brighter future for butterflies and moths?

By including a gift to Butterfly Conservation in your Will, you will support our conservation work ensuring 
a healthy environment in which butterflies and moths thrive for future generations to enjoy

Your legacy will make a real difference to securing a world rich in butterflies

Leaving a gift to Butterfly Conservation in your Will is one of the most effective ways to help ensure 
butterflies and moths thrive in years to come.  Legacies represent a significant portion of voluntary 

income – over a third - and so make a crucial contribution to conservation work

 To find out more about leaving a legacy to Butterfly Conservation and sharing your love 
of butterflies with future generations please contact Helen Corrigan 01273 453313 or 

hcorrigan@butterfly-conservation.org

Thank you



 The Wider Countryside Butterfly Survey (WCBS)               Clare Topping
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The WCBS is a nationwide butterfly survey run 
jointly by Butterfly Conservation (BC), the British 
Trust for Ornithology (BTO) and the Centre for 
Ecology and Hydrology (CEH).  The first year 
the survey was carried out was in 2009 and it had 
funding for five years.  We’re now in 2015 and not 
only is the WCBS still running but it’s the survey 
that Butterfly Conservation are most proud of 
(rightly so in my very biased opinion).
So, what is it and why is it so important?  Firstly, the 
survey is relatively easy to do and requires a fairly 
small time commitment.  All that’s  required is a 1km 
walk twice a year (although more visits and records 
are always welcome) on a sunny afternoon in July 
and/or August.  Butterflies being what they are, they 
rarely make an appearance when the weather is less 
favourable.   The squares are randomly allocated to 
each county by Butterfly Conservation HQ; the 
BTO ask their volunteers to survey the same squares 
as for their bird surveys.  The random allocation 
makes the survey more valuable – it means that 
there is no bias in the squares surveyed.   Squares 
that are reknowned as butterfly havens are no more 
likely to be included in the survey than those that 
are thought to be barren wastelands.  Unfortunately 
this means that it is also sometimes more difficult 
to find a square close to a volunteer’s preferred 
location – but I do try!  When we get 75 per cent of 
our squares covered I can ask BC for more random 
squares.
As the survey is carried out in the summer months, 
it has been seen as a bit of gauge of our more 
common and farmland 
butterflies.  That’s not to 
say we don’t get some 
of the more spectacular 
and colourful butterflies 
in the squares, but it 
does mean that if you 
can recognise the usual 

suspects, but worry that your ID skills  might not 
be up to recording and monitoring, then this is 
probably the survey for you!
Natural England and the National Trust both value 
the data that comes from the WCBS and both are 
hoping that as coverage increases then more of the 
allocated squares will be on their properties as the 
WCBS  gives an independent indication of how 
their land management and farming practices are 
helping (or not) our invertebrates. 
All of the results from the WCBS are sent to 
the county recorders, but they are also collated 
nationally and, so far, data from the butterfly 
monitoring schemes has been used in 170 peer 
reviewed papers and has had 7,000 citations.  Three 
cheers for Citizen Science!
In 2014 700 recorders from BC and BTO visited 
831 squares, although numbers were down on the 
year before.  In Beds and Northants we recorded 
in 34 different squares, again, down from the year 
before, but much better than a low of just 20 squares 
in 2011.  
The role that the weather plays in the fortunes of 
our butterflies is also shown by the WCBS.  A quick 
look at the average number of butterflies that were 
counted in each visit reminds us at a glance which 
were the warm summers, i.e. 2009 and 2013.  2014 
started out well, but August was quite chilly which is 
probably why the number of butterflies didn’t reach 
the dizzy heights of the year before.
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The fortunes of the butterflies counted in Beds and 
Northants have largely mirrored those recorded 
nationally for the WCBS, with, for example Small 
Tortoiseshells having terrible years until 2013 which 
was also a comeback year for the whites. 

In 2014, the top five butterflies locally 
and nationally were as follows:

In fact, the Meadow Brown has been our most 
populous butterfly for the last four years – in one 
visit in 2013 a total of 533 were counted and 
recorded.  Although the browns and whites make 
up the majority of the butterflies during the survey 

period, we have had the occasional record of 
fritillaries, skippers, clouded yellows, small coppers, 
painted ladies and purple emperors.  All records are 
equally valuable – even those that record absolutely 
no butterflies – as happened to one of our surveyors!  
In six years we’ve recorded nearly 35,000 butterflies 
of 28 different species during 400 visits to squares 
in Beds and Northants (not to mention dragonflies 
and moths that are recorded at the same time).  One 
of the squares has consistently provided the recorder 
with more butterflies than any other square, with 
over 1,000 recorded in the memorable summer of 
2013.  At the other end of the spectrum, the worst 
square managed just seven butterflies in two visits 
– that’s seven butterflies total, not seven types of 
butterflies.  Don’t worry though, I’ll be surveying 
that square this year!  
We still have a number of squares awaiting a 
surveyor – some are brand new, others have been 
done in the past, so the route has already been 
mapped.  The free squares are scattered randomly 
– with some near Milton Keynes and a few in 
the north of Northamptonshire and four around 
Bedforshire. 

Local Rank National Rank

Meadow Brown 1 1
Gatekeeper 2 4
Ringlet 3 (9)
Small White 4 2
Small Tortoiseshell 5 3
Large White (6) 5

Ringlet

Small Tortoiseshell
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Ordnance Survey Reference 
SK9803 Near Collyweston
SP9479 Slipton nr Thrapston
SP5645 Sulgrave N of Brackley
SP7679 Nr Harrington
SP8168 Sywell
SP7639 Deanshanger nr MK

TL0098 King’s Cliffe nr Oundle/Corby
SP7843 Castlethorpe, Yardley Gobion
SP5879 Stanford Hall
SP6254 Litchborough
TL0123 Houghton Regis, nr Dunstable
TL0037 W of Ampthill
TL1548 Hatch Nr Sandy

If you think you would like to help and contribute to 
the science surrounding our lovely butterflies, and 
would like some more information, please email 
me with your location and I’ll send over some more 
information for you.  A rough idea of the free squares 
is shown in the map below and outlined in the table, 
but if there isn’t one near you, then please feel free to 
give me a shout and as soon as I get one closer I’ll let 
you know.
ctopping@ratfox.net

Green-veined White
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A few years ago we wrote an article “Grow your own 
Brimstones” describing  how we had attracted them 
into our garden by growing their food plant,  Purging 
Buckthorn.  In this article we describe our success at 
providing a habitat for that other Spring butterfly the 
Orange Tip, by growing its food plant Garlic Mustard 
(Alliaria petiolata).  We hope that this will inspire you 
to do the same in your garden.
We live in the village of Renhold, just north of Bedford 
and our garden looks out onto farmland.  Every 
spring we had seen male Orange Tips flying along the 
bottom hedge and occasionally flying through the 
garden.  Could we encourage them to stay and breed if 
we grew their food plant?  
We started about 8 years ago by finding some wild 
Garlic Mustard in the Springtime, growing along the 
edge of a nearby field.  A few weeks later we returned 
to collect the dry pods full of small oval black seeds - 
we were in business! 
We prepared a couple of small patches of soil in sunny 
spots in our garden and planted the seeds straight 
away.  The germination rate was excellent and the 
plants grew well, producing a small clump of leaves 
the size of a tennis ball, close to the ground by the end 
of the summer. It is a biennial so these small plants 
were left in situ over the winter, without needing any 
protection from the weather or pests.  The following 
spring they undergo an almost magical transformation 
- from a small clump of ragged leaves in March to a 
healthy plant 50 cm high just a few weeks later.

Male Orange Tips patrolling through the garden soon 
discovered the Garlic Mustard plants and checked 
them every time they flew past, presumably looking 
for females.  We did not see very many females and 
could only confirm identification if they stopped to 
feed and we could check the underwings to make sure 
they were not Green Veined or Small Whites.  A week 
or so after the males first appeared, we started to find 
Orange Tip eggs laid on the flower heads of the Garlic 

Mustard.  They are easy to spot when you know what 
you are looking for - exactly the same orange colour 
as the male Orange Tip wings.  There is almost always 
only one egg laid on each flower head.  
By checking the plants every few days we could 
follow the life cycle in detail.  When the egg 
first hatches it does take some searching to find 
the tiny dark caterpillar but once it has grown 
to about 5mm long it adopts a characteristic 

 Grow your own Orange Tips                                  Emma & Aidan Whitfield

Male Orange Tip

Orange Tip egg on Garlic Mustard

Mature Orange Tip caterpillar
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behaviour which makes it easy to spot.  It lies along 
the developing seed pod eating it from the tip back 
towards the stem and avoids detection by moving 
very little and being the same colour and shape as the 
seed pod.  We found that most of the eggs matured 
to produce full-grown caterpillars, so this strategy 
seems to be very effective. We did not need to use 
any netting to protect the caterpillars from hungry 
birds such as the Blue Tits nesting nearby.  Each day 
we checked the plants in the garden to see where 
each caterpillar had moved to.  By only laying one 
egg in each flower spike each caterpillar has enough 
seed pods to eat, with a few seed pods left to provide 
camouflage and ensure the plant can reproduce.  
Then one day the full-grown caterpillar disappears - 
something we have never witnessed.  Last year for the 
first time we actually found 2 chrysalises at the base of 
dried up Garlic Mustard plants, one of the green form 
and one of the brown form.  Once in early Springtime 

a few years ago we found a freshly emerged male 
Orange Tip in one of the flower beds, expanding his 
crumpled wings.  It was a real pleasure to have the 
evidence that proved they had completed their life 
cycle in our garden.  
When the seeds of the Garlic Mustard mature in July, 
they fall to the ground and germinate immediately to 
produce the small plants that will flower the following 
year.  At this stage we have sometimes had a butterfly 
bonus with Small or Large Whites laying their eggs 
on the young plants and producing a generation 
of caterpillars in August.  In some years the young 

plants have been almost completely eaten away by the 
Whites but they always seem to survive and produce 
good flowering plants the following spring.

The other wild food plant of the Orange Tip 
caterpillar is Cuckoo Flower (Cardamine pratensis).  
We usually have a few plants that grow in a damp 
corner of our lawn and the Orange Tips have laid eggs 
on them but we find that Garlic Mustard is the easier 
plant to grow in a garden setting.

Our tips for growing Garlic Mustard are:
It is very easy to grow from seed and will then •	
seed itself each year without any effort from you.
It is an attractive plant with white flowers so it •	
does not look as if you are growing weeds in 
your garden. 
It is not invasive. If you find a plant growing •	
where it is not wanted you can just pull it out 
with your fingers.  It does not propagate by 
rhizomes or have a tap root that is difficult to 
dig up.
One of the its common names is “Jack-by-•	
the-hedge” and it does live up to its name. It 
particularly likes growing on the sunny edge of a 
flower bed, or the south side of a fence or shed.
It seems to grow well even when it only has a •	
small patch of poor soil - though in such cases 
the plants  will benefit from being watered 
during dry spells.
At the end of the Summer the dried up plants •	
should be left in situ because the chrysalis is 
likely to be attached to the base of the plant.  If 
you need to tidy up the garden you can just cut 
the plants off about 15cm above the ground.

Large White caterpillars in late summer

Orange Tip chrysalis green form



 2015 Photographic Competition                           Judged by Martin Warren
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Chairman’s Shield
1.  Winner of  Best British Butterfly:  David Sowerby and a 
Black Hairstreak at Glapthorn Cow Pastures.
2.  Runner up:  Judith Barnard with mating Green 
Hairstreaks.

Best British Moth Shield
3.  Winner:  Dennis McQuillan and  Micro moth 
Grapholita jungiella. 
4.  Runner up:  David Irven and a Broad-bordered Bee 
Hawkmoth. 

1 3

2 4
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Butterfly Conservation Shield
5.  Winner of Best Early Stages:  Melissa Banthorpe with 
a Narrow-winged Pug caterpillar.
6.  Runner up:  Dennis McQuillan and a Drinker Moth 
caterpillar.

Don Askew Memorial Shield
7. Winner of  Branch Activities:  Aidan Whitfield and 
Totternhoe Field Trip. 
8.  Runner up:  Dennis McQuillan and Glapthorn Cow 
Pastures Field Trip.
Presentation photos Martin Izzard

5 7

6

8
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 Tiny moths from tiny cases                                               Andy Banthorpe

Although I am the joint Bedfordshire county recorder 
for macro-moths, I have a great interest in the micro-
moths as well. There are a number of families with 
very interesting life-cycles, one of which is the 
Coleophoriidae or case-bearing moths. The larvae of 
this family construct cases, live within these cases and 
feed as they go. They can often be found by searching the 
correct foodplant at the right time of year, and looking 
for the characteristic feeding signs. Those that feed on 
leaves tend to make a puncture hole in the (usually 
lower) epidermis of the leaf and then stretch as far as 
they can inside the leaf, feeding on the parenchyma 
within before moving site and starting again. The cases 
are constructed using silk to sew together, usually, small 
fragments of leaf, often into a tubular case. After the 
larva has finished feeding and is ready to pupate, it uses 
silk to attach the case to a location and pupates in the 
case, emerging from the unfixed end as an adult.
The adult moths are mostly very small – generally 
between 4mm to 6mm long - and are often very non-
descript, little grey or brown things, sometimes with 

markings on the wing but generally cryptic. The adults 
usually require dissection to prove identification; but 
often species can be identified by the structure of the 
case and the plant it was found feeding on. For more 
information on these see the UKleafminers website, 
which covers coleophs and the other leafmining 
species - www.leafmines.co.uk; click on species and 
look in the list under ‘C’ for Coleophora. Much more 
information can be found in Volume 3 of The Moths 
and Butterflies of Great Britain and Ireland. Many of the 
adults are illustrated on the website ukmoths.org.
uk.
This spring Melissa and I went looking for some 
species that we had not seen before, so here are the 
ones we found along with photographs of the cases 
(taken by Melissa).

Coleophora laricella (below)
This feeds on freshly emerging needles of Larch in the 
spring. It is about 5mm long.
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Coleophora juncicolella (above)
This feeds on heather, and was found by sweeping with 
a sweep-net, putting the sweepings into a transparent 
plastic box, leaving it for a day or so and seeing what 
climbed up the sides. The case is very small, being a 
mere 4mm long, but constructed from tiny leaves of 
the foodplant spun together with silk. Previously, this 
had only been found at a single site in Bedfordshire but 
we found this at three more sites in 2015.

Coleophora pyrrhulipennella (below)
Another heather feeder but one with a larger case, 
about 9mm long constructed from silk. This is rarer 
in the county and only known from a single site in 
Bedfordshire, despite searching elsewhere.

Coleophora discordella (above)
This feeds on Common and Greater Bird’s-foot Trefoil, 
and as can be seen the case is constructed from sewn 
together fragments of leaf. The case is about 8mm 
long and we have found it before but it illustrates the 
sequential construction of a case as the larva grows in 
size. 
I have collected several other species this year – many of 
which have finished feeding and I await the emergence 
of the adults before I can identify them to species.

Photos Melissa Banthorpe
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Over the past five years I have been using a butterfly 
book to base some of my main holidays around. The 
book is titled “Discover Butterflies in Britain” and 
the author is David Newland. 
The book is a collection of sixty-
six prime butterfly sites to visit 
within the British Isles (and one 
in Holland). Each includes all the 
information you will ever need to 
find the species described. Details 
containing maps, pictures and how 
to get there with a brief history of 
the surrounding area accompany 
each site. A grid reference and an 
OS map number are also included.
My holidays for the past twenty five 
years or so have involved towing a caravan, which 
believe it or not has certain advantages of being 
be able stay at places very near to the area you are 
planning to visit, four of the caravan parks within 
walking distance of our target species.
In all, six butterfly sites mentioned in the 
book have been visited by myself, 

stopping in that region for a week or longer. 
Compton Bay on the Isle of Wight, Sherringham 
Park in Norfolk, Durlston Country Park in Dorset, 

Pignal Inclosure in the New Forest, 
Heddon’s Mouth in North Devon and the 
Wyre Forest in Worcestershire. 
My main aim had been to see butterflies 
from the Fritillary family as these 
butterflies are not found in Northants, 
with the exception now of the Silver-
washed, and on each occasion I have 
not been disappointed in finding them. 
From clear and easy to follow directions in 
David’s book, Glanville, High Brown, Dark 
Green, Silver-washed, Pearl-bordered and 
Small Pearl-bordered Fritillaries all being 

observed at close quarters and photographed! 
 What has been a real bonus is the stunning 
countryside in which these butterflies exist, the 
riverside meadows in the Wyre forest (below)in 
my opinion has to be one of the finest habitats for 
butterflies in the country. 

 Holidays Booked ?                                                                            Andy Wyldes

Pearl- bordered Fritillary  in the Wyre forest
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Another plus from visiting these places has been 
the good weather! Most butterflies tend to live in 
sheltered and warmer areas of our countryside and 
a good example of this was my trip to Heddon’s 
Mouth. I had been staying near Woolacombe and 
the weather was overcast, misty with occasional 
rain. Driving a few miles along the coast to 
Heddon’s Mouth had opened into a dry and 
sunny landscape. This weather window was with 
us for a further three days visits to this beautiful 
spot, finding Silver-washed, Dark Green and High 
Brown Fritillaries on each day’s pilgrimage!

Above:  Sherringham park in Norfolk from the tree top tower where 
Purple Hairstreaks can be seen basking in July and August.
Below: Silver-washed Fritillaries at Heddons Mouth.

Above: Durlston Country Park near Swanage.
Below: Compton Chine on the Isle of Wight, home of the Glanville 
Fritillary.
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April had been a warm and dry until the last few 
days of the month when the weather became more 
changeable and a cold northerly wind prevailed, 
driven by a vast low-pressure system.  My hopes of a 
good field trip were first raised and then tempered as 
I had discovered on my transect  a Green Hairstreak 
and a Holly Blue in warm conditions on April 15th  
and then, just as the cool conditions began to set in, a 
mating pair of Dingy Skippers on April 30th.
 The weather was still a little on the dull, cool side at 
the start the field trip, but at least it was calm and dry. 
Seven people attended, Marie & Martin from Luton, 
Judith & myself from the branch’s committee, Patricia, 
plus Peter & Jackie from Huntingdon who joined 
en-route.  
At the car park starting point the two ladies said they 
would like to see Green Hairstreaks first so I led the 
party straight to the boulder clay area near the seat, 
which supports a small colony and here Peter & Jackie 
caught up with us.  Fortunately the sun began to break 
through the low cloud and butterflies began to appear. 
I used an old trick with a stick to disturb the perching 
males on a hawthorn bush and as if by magic two 
Green Hairstreaks were revealed perching high in the 
branches and they behaved reasonably well giving 
Judith a challenging photo opportunity. A further two 
Green Hairstreaks flitted above the tree and disturbed 
the perching ones who chased after it. One alighted 
lower down the hawthorn and was clearly visible to all; 
it had six tiny white spots on its underside forming the 
hair-streak.  Jackie then saw a male Peacock on a flower 
head and a Green Veined White flitted by.
We then moved off towards the eastern side of the 
reserve through Clapper’s woody edge. We saw 
Orange Tips, Brimstones and Peacocks.  In the ancient 
meadow facing Barton-le-Clay I had hoped to find 
first brood Common Blues and freshly emerged 
Small Heath, but we only found the latter species in 
this meadow where the Dark Green Fritillary flies a 
little later in the year. However, the sighting of the first 
Small Heath of the year did prove another moment of 
excitement, as did finding at least ten Dingy Skippers 
in the lower sheltered slopes. We also found a Green 

Veined White, nine Brimstones and two Orange Tips 
here. 
On the pathways back towards the car-park area we 
saw Small & Green Veined Whites Peacocks and 
Speckled Woods around and in the scrubby hedgerow 
/ path edges.  
Back at the small hay-meadow next to the car park at 
around twelve thirty there was still enough time to 
further explore the Moleskin area, where some quality 
chalk downland habitat exists and I knew we could 
see the Dingy Skipper. The party went onwards into 
this area and were duly rewarded with sightings of a 
singleton Small Tortoiseshell, Orange Tips several 
more Green Hairstreaks and seven Dingy Skippers - 
the latter posing nicely for photographs.  
The Brown Argus, like the Common Blue, did not 
make a show on the field trip. I had hoped both would 
be seen, for it would have been lovely to find them 
for the group, which included some novice butterfly 
spotters who had not seen these butterflies before, but, 
sadly, I believe the recent cold snap had delayed their 
emergence of both of them at Sharpenhoe this year.    
Walking around we also saw two Red Kites flying in 
a pirouette together, a Buzzard, a Green Woodpecker 
and Peter found a Common Lizard which was a 
very interesting find. Luckily, the weather became 
sunny enough to make the field trip a rewarding and 
successful one.  
The downland on Sharpenhoe hosts about 28 resident 
butterfly species and of these we saw 10 of them on 
this day. Further, in total, I estimate that we saw around 
60 individual butterflies in two and a half hours, which 
is an average total for springtime at Sharpenhoe.

 Sharpenhoe Field Trip 2015                                             David Chandler

Photo: Judith Barnard
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Saturday 8th August   I’m taking a BC Cambs and Essex branch Field Trip to Canvey Wick LNR, Canvey 
Island to look for Clouded Yellows.  Beds & Northants members welcome.  More details from David 
Chandler or on our website.

2015 Bedfordshire Field Trips

The Branch held its AGM in May 
in the very appropriate setting of 
Northamptonshire’s Natural History 
Society’s H.Q ,and it was nice to meet 
new members and listen to Martin 
Warren’s most interesting talk on 
milestones in Butterfly recording.

Although we are lucky that the 
Bedfordshire & Northamptonshire 
Branch has such a strong and dedicated 
committee of volunteers (whose roles 
can be found on the reverse of “ On the 
Wing “ newsletter) we must never take 
for granted this will always be so.
I have therefore been giving some 
thought about creating a Vice Chair-
person position which will always ensure 
the smooth running of the Branch in the 
future.
Some of the current committee 
members already perform dual 
roles which is rather unfair but often 

necessary, e.g. I act up as Health & 
Safety officer and Doug Goddard was 
Membership secretary, as well as holding 
the key post of Northamptonshire 
recorder.
I am pleased to report therefore that 
David James has now taken over this role 
from Doug .
This brings me to another vacancy that 
we urgently need to fill.
This is the last Newsletter being 
produced by Andy Wyldes who has 
transformed the production and content 
quality over his many years as Editor. 
The National Office has often cited “On 
The Wing” and Andy’s “Welcome to the 
Branch” flyer as best practice for other 
branches to aspire.
The production is outsourced so this 
frees up any aspiring new Editor to 
concentrate on the articles and content/
format.
As one of our main services and 
information outlets to the membership it 
is essential we recruite someone as soon 
as possible.
Please contact the Chairman for 
an informal discussion without any 
commitment, if you wish to know 
more about this exciting opportunity to 
support our Branch.

Stuart Pittman

CHAIRMAN’S  SNIPPETS
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