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� Front page photo: Wood White summer male. Nick Broomer See page 24

Spring/Summer edition includes the new season’s field trips.
Autumn/Winter edition previews the annual Members’ Day.

Copy deadline Published
Spring Feb 21 March
Autumn Sep 18 October
� Thank you to all who have contributed to this edition.
Articles and photos are always greatly appreciated.
Please contact editor Francis Kelly.
� A PDF of this Skipper is available from surreybranch@gmail.com
Free for branch members & transect walkers; £2 others.
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WELCOME to the autumn Skipper. This year’s
National AGM and Members’ Day is in Surrey on

Saturday, November 14, 9.30-5.00. Venue is the Hilton
Cobham hotel, two miles north-east of the M25/A3
junction, so it is the easiest location you will ever have.

The programme is available via the link on the home
page of our website and it is sure to be an entertaining
and informative day.

It will be followed a week later by our own AGM and
Members’ Day, at Pixham Lane for possibly the last time
following changes at Friends Life. BC Chief Executive
Martin Warren will be speaking in the afternoon so if you
have never been before, now is the time do so.

We reported on our website in April that Malcolm Bridge has retired after 12 years
as manager of Oaken Wood, our branch reserve. On behalf of all members I thank
Malcolm and his volunteers for their hard work.

A new five-year licence, backdated to the start of 2013, has now been signed by
Head Office. Managing our own site in a remote part of the county has many
problems, especially when having to meet ever more stringent health and safety
demands. So we are handing Oaken Wood over to Head Office, where Head of
Reserves John Davis will be among those deciding the way forward.
Malcolm explains the current situation on page 7.

Steve Wheatley, our new Senior Regional Officer, is reviewing the Regional
Action Plan, written at the end of the last century. Please see his new regular column
on page 8.

To kick-start the new Regional Action Plan, Harry Clarke invites your opinions as
to which species are most in need of our help, and which sites might benefit from
close attention. While many decisions will be driven by the data we have, views of
people with a particular knowledge of a site and its species will be invaluable.
Please see Harry’s invitation on page 10.

Our new website, using the “In Your Area” platform provided by Head Office, has
been a revelation, so well done to Francis Kelly and Ken Owen. Do take a look there
for news, features and photos. The Moths section has reports by Paul Wheeler, who
put on many events this year and created a Surrey Moth Group.

We are also on Facebook and Twitter thanks to Mick Rock. Surrey Moths are on
Facebook and Twitter thanks to Angela Evans and Bill Dykes respectively.

Do have a go at the Members’ Day Photo Show – the first one last year was great
fun for all with some cracking pictures. Many people are taking superb photos with
modern digital cameras. Don’t be shy of showing them off.

Chairman David Gardner

NATIONAL Members’ Day: Sat 14 Nov, Hilton Cobham 9.30-5.00
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Members’
Day 2015
Saturday 21 November
Aviva (formerly Friends Life) Sports & Social Club,
Pixham Lane, Dorking RH4 1QA

10.00 Doors open, 10.30 Coffee
11.00 AGM 1 Last year’s minutes: page 45 8 Transects

2 Matters arising 5 Membership 9 Field trips
3 Chairman’s report 6 Oaken Wood 10 Moths
4 Accounts: page 42 7 Recorder 11 AOB

� Standing for re-election Kirstie Banham, Phil Boys
Francis Kelly, Paul Wheeler

� Standing for election Bill Downey

11.40 Regional Action Plan ........................................Steve Wheatley
12.00 Prize Digital Photo Show ....................................Francis Kelly

13.45 My Butterfly Year ..........................................................Francis Kelly
14.15 Butterfly Breakthroughs ..........................................Martin Warren

50 years of learning how to conserve Lepidoptera
15:10 The Other 20,000 ..............................................................Tony Hoare
15:45 Results: Photo Show, Quiz, Raffle
16.15 End ..............................................................................Doors close 16.45
� Pixham Lane (B2038) is east of A24, 600m north of Dorking (Main)
station. Aviva entrance drive is 150m on right. Path to Social Club (white
building) is on the left; ample parking further along the drive.

12.30 LUNCH please contribute £10 if you wish to partake
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Prize Digital Photo Show
Please submit your best photos for our Members’ Day show
� Max 5 photos per member � Must be taken in Surrey this year
� Adult butterflies only � Entrants need not be present
� Please email photos, with your name, species, site & any notes, 
by November 8, to: surreybranch@gmail.com

� Best photos will be selected for the show
� Attendees will be asked to vote for the winner
� Prize to be determined on the day
� Winning photo will be featured in the next Skipper

Prize Quiz
Lawrie de Whalley, last year’s winner, is setting the questions.
Please collect a quiz sheet on arrival; tackle the questions during the day.

Raffle
Items for the raffle will be gratefully received, e.g. books, bottles.
Please hand them on arrival to Phil Boys

ALL MEMBERS ARE MOST WELCOME

Martin Warren at Durdle Door, Dorset. BC’s Chief Executive will be speaking during
the afternoon of Members’ Day



6 Surrey Skipper

Glanville Fritillaries at Hutchinson’s Bank
A casual release of larvae at Hutchinson’s Bank is now
producing higher transect counts of Glanville Fritillaries
than the Isle of Wight and attracting many visitors. This
timeline reveals the roles of Malcolm Bridge & Martin Wills

2011 Late Apr: Malcolm Bridge: “A Home Counties
breeder with 300 final instar larvae was short of
plantain and gave me a box of 27 larvae to breed
through. I decided to put them on the abundant
plantain along the bottom track, the bridleway, at
Hutchinson’s Bank.
There was no plan to establish a colony.”
Late May: adults flying. Transect total 7

2012 Jun/Jul: adults flying, a late year. Transect total 15

2013 Apr: snow follows a cold winter. Transect total 3
Aug: a small number of the original stock had been
nurtured by entomologist Tony Wren at Tropical
Wings Zoo, Essex, home of conservation projects.
Some were swapped with other stock to strengthen
the gene pool.
Martin Wills receives a larval web to rear through the
winter in his New Addington greenhouse.

2014 May: Martin puts down larvae at HB; then releases a
few adults from pupae that had been held back.

Transect total 30
Aug: Martin receives a further three webs from the
Essex stock and rears them through the winter.

2015 May: Martin puts down 30 larvae at HB.
15th: first flying adults, including some from larvae
that overwintered on site. Martin subsequently
releases a handful of adults. Transect total 60
Jun: Martin receives the whole Essex population,
from which 10 females produce 15 egg batches.
Jul: larvae numerous, so a few put down at HB.
Aug: larvae start spinning winter web, but too many
still eating, so another few batches put down at HB
before the greenhouse food ran out.

� Martin Wills notes: butterflies fly from 10.45; numbers
drop from about 2pm. Flight period c. 4 wks from mid-May.

Web returned to HB.
Larvae have just
completed a skin
change and are about
to enter hibernation.

Aug 2015 MW

Pupae. MW

Adult on Buttercup,
May 26. FK



Autumn 2015 7

Oaken Wood: final notes Malcolm Bridge

IN 2003 I took on the role of co-ordinating management
work at our branch reserve, Oaken Wood. This followed

Stephen Jeffcoate’s eight years as reserve manager.
These 22 acres were first managed for butterflies,

nightingales etc. from 1987 when Peter Beale persuaded his
employer, the Forestry Commission, to set aside the area for
conservation. This coincided with The Great Storm of
October ,87, which felled much of the conifer crop in the
complex but spared many oaks and other broadleaved trees.

The two Pearl-bordered Fritillaries responded to this
natural clearance and numbers grew rapidly in the reserve
and across the forest. Despite attempts to create more PBF
habitat when the forest recovered, these two species were lost
from the reserve before the century’s end and elsewhere shortly afterwards. Happily
the regular management of rides and ditches benefited the Wood White, which
strengthened its presence considerably.

Since 2003 the main lepidoptera focus has shifted to a rare micro-moth, the
Betony Case-bearer, which is reliably found in the UK only at Oaken Wood.
This species seems to have benefited from our winter work parties.

So why have I decided to stand down as co-ordinator after 12 years, during which
I have received terrific support from a small band of loyal “scrub bashers”?

Partly because 12 years is probably long enough, but partly because of recent
difficulties in our working relationship with FC. Our wish to extend Oaken Wood to
its natural boundary, the forest road, was rejected in an off-hand manner by FC and
growing concerns about use of power tools, essential to reserve management, have
added to my perception that BC’s role at Oaken Wood was not valued despite a huge
commitment by the branch over 20 years.

What now? The branch and BC are unwilling to walk away from OW and hope
that one of our branch members is willing to fill the gap that my resignation has left.
Failing that, John Davis, BC’s reserves officer, will attempt to put in place a new
structure to ensure continuity of management. I wish him well.

I hope to be a regular visitor in the years ahead to enjoy OW’s beauty, tranquility
and splendid array of wildlife. My heartfelt thanks to the gang – they know who they
are or were – for their loyalty, hard work and friendship over the last 12 years.
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Steve Wheatley Senior Regional Officer – South East 

BC England has five regions. Steve Wheatley is Senior
Regional Officer for the South East, based in Brighton.
He succeeds Dan Hoare, who is now Head of Regions.

Irejoined the Butterfly Conservation team in March,
having worked from 2007 to 2010 on the South East

Woodlands project. In between I was a site and area
manager for the RSPB in Sussex and Kent, with a
short stint overseeing the management of Farnham
Heath reserve. I switched from the monolithic RSPB
to a little charity called Trees for Life, working in
some of the most remote areas of the Highlands to
restore Caledonian Forest.

After the culture shock of being back in the South
East (people and motorways), I have been seeing sites
and engaging with branches. Even in the crowded South East there is often a rich
butterfly spot just around the corner and many volunteers do great work, carrying
out surveys and getting stuck in to habitat management.

In my first six months I have been looking at the Wood White colony in the Low
Weald and exploring project and funding ideas to see how we can boost this colony
and help it expand to other sites. Another focus has been the Small Blue project on
the North Downs, where kidney vetch is potentially the key (and limiter) to stronger,
better connected colonies. Lots of experimental kidney vetch work has been done at
sites like Newlands Corner. Now we must see how we can apply this more widely.

Another important work is the review of the South East’s Regional Action Plan,
which will establish our priorities for the next 5-10 years. I am working with the five
BC branches – Surrey, Sussex, Kent, Hants/IOW & Upper Thames – to determine
the species most in need of conservation help, the most important sites, areas of
greatest opportunities and the actions that are needed. Harry Clarke is coordinator
for Surrey & SW London.

The experience, expertise and local knowledge of branch members is invaluable in
producing priorities and informing land managers. The new Plan will be launched in
the spring and I will be promoting it to anyone and everyone who will listen.

Grasslands, heathlands and woodlands have always been my favourites, and
Surrey has good examples of all three. I will be working hard to support the
conservation of these and their wonderful colonies of butterflies and moths.
� Harry Clarke introduces the Regional Action Plan on page 10.

butterfly-conservation.org/surrey
Surrey branch website
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BRING ME
SUNSHINE

£16 (+ p&p) from SurreyWildlife Trust
www.surreywildlifegifts.org.uk 01483 795440

I was completely blown
away by the wealth of
detail . . . it’s quite the
best county guide that
I’ve seen. Simon Saville

. . . a valuable reference
source . . . clear, concise
and accurate . . .

Colin Plant, Entomologist’s Record

What a spectacular
series the Surrey
Wildlife Atlases are.
Sir David Attenborough

Crammed full of up-to-date and comprehensive
information, but with a historical perspective and very
attractively presented, this book is both a good read and an
essential reference for anyone with any interest in Surrey’s
wildlife. And at only £16 it is an absolute bargain.

Steve Chastell, Chairman, Surrey Bird Club 



10 Surrey Skipper

Regional Action Plan questionnaire Harry Clarke

WHICH species and sites should we be prioritising for
conservation in Surrey? This is the question that Steve

Wheatley, our Senior Regional Officer for the South East, is
working on by updating the Regional Action Plan for South
East England, which was originally produced in 2000.

He is working with all branches (Surrey, Kent, Sussex,
Hants/IOW & Upper Thames) to formulate the plan, which is
where you can help. The three key questions are:

� What are the priority species?
� Where are the key areas?
� What are the actions for species and areas?
The priorities for conservation efforts will be based on

data, and subjective decisions will be kept to a minimum. Regional Action Plans will
be created for both Butterflies and Moths and used to guide our conservation work
and to encourage and inspire others to work with us. An initial analysis of the data
has identified the Surrey butterflies in the table below to be considered.

W & C: protected from harm or sale, Sched 5, Wildlife & Countryside Act 1981.
Section 41: Natural Environment & Rural Communities Act 2006: species of principal
importance for conserving biodiversity in England (BAP species).
JNCC: Red List of Butterflies for Great Britain, 2010, at risk from extinction.

EN Endangered, VU=Vulnerable, NT=Near Threatened; excludes species of Least Concern

Two criteria determine whether conservation effort is required:
� Reduction in Distribution
� Reduction in Abundance (ignoring seasonal effects)
Species that are expanding their range and increasing in abundance are low

priority for conservation effort; species we may be about to lose from Surrey are
high priority; species whose distribution is confined to the South East may also be
high priority.

Butterfly W & C Sec 41 JNCC
Adonis Blue ................Sch5 ........................NT
Brown Argus......................................................
Brown Hairstreak ......Sch5 ........Med ........VU
Chalkhill Blue ............Sch5 ........................NT
Dark Green Fritillary ......................................
Dingy Skipper..............................Low ........VU
Essex Skipper ....................................................
Grayling ......................................Low ........VU
Grizzled Skipper ........................Low ........VU
Large Skipper....................................................
Marbled White ..................................................

Butterfly W & C Sec 41 JNCC
Purple Emperor ..........Sch5 ........................NT
Silver-spotted Skip......Sch5 ........Med ........NT
Silver-studded Blue ....Sch5 ........................VU
Silver-washed Fritillary....................................
Small Blue ..................Sch5 ........Med ........NT
Small Heath ................................Low ........NT
Small Skipper ....................................................
White Admiral ............................Low ........VU
White-letter Hstreak ..Sch5 ........Med ........EN
Wood White ................Sch5 ........Med ........EN
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From the 21 species listed above, please list your
� TOP FIVE species most in need of conservation efforts?
� BOTTOM five species least in need (doing quite well in Surrey)?

It is important that we have the data to back our choices, which may mean we
require extra surveys to determine whether a particular species is present or not.

Of your top five species, from which sites are we at greatest risk of losing those
butterflies? Or which recently lost site has potential for the species to be re-
introduced if appropriate management was instigated?

So this is not about identifying butterfly hot-spots, but rather the cold-spots.
Of your top five species for conservation, what particular action needs to be taken?

For example, if Wood White is on your top five species, what needs to be done to
extend its distribution; or to increase its abundance at a site where numbers are low?

Please email your thoughts to Harry@harryclarke.me.uk.
I will present an initial list at the Branch AGM in November. Steve Wheatley will

use the response from all branches in the South-East to create the Regional Action
Plan for the next 10 years, which will be published in early 2016. Our new action
plan will guide not only our own conservation work and surveys, but will also be
used to engage and influence partners such as other conservation organisations,
landowners, local authorities, planners and developers and passionate individuals.

Social Media Francis Kelly

SURREY branch joined the world of social media in April thanks to Mick Rock,
who set up our Facebook page and Twitter account.

Facebook page: Butterfly Conservation in Surrey
1 Create your account at: www.facebook.com
2 Go to www.facebook.com/ButterflyConservation.Surrey and click “Like”.

This adds to your News Feed any items posted or shared by the page managers
(Mick Rock & Francis Kelly).

3 Like, Comment or Share a Post.
4 Visit the page to post your own message/photo, which will appear in the

left-hand sidebar, along with other PHOTOS and VISITOR POSTS.
Twitter: @BC_Surrey
1 Create your account at: www.twitter.com
2 Please follow @BC_Surrey to see tweets by account managers

(Mick Rock & Francis Kelly) and retweets.
3 Mention @BC_Surrey in your own tweets and they will be retweeted to our

followers as well as seen by your own followers.
� Sep 28: Surrey branch had 131 Facebook likes and 360 Twitter followers.
� Butterfly Conservation on Twitter: @savebutterflies

Butterfly Conservation’s Facebook page: www.facebook.com/savebutterflies
� Mick Rock’s personal Facebook group: Surrey Butterflies (see page 46)
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UK Butterfly Monitoring Scheme Bill Downey

WHEN I took over the role of Transect
Coordinator in February my eye was drawn

to the importance of re-establishing two sites with
long data runs: Brentmoor Heath and Sheepleas.

At Brentmoor Heath, which has data from
1990-2009, I was able to re-establish the route
with the help of the original walker, Mary Adler.
We added a short extension, Cuckoo Hill, a good area for Silver-studded Blue.

The Sheepleas route of 1992-2006 no longer has public access to two original
sections. SWT Ranger Guy Kent and I created a new route, including two sides of
Nettle Field. I took on this myself with the intention of passing it on as soon as a
suitable walker is found.

Peter Haldane, Wildlife & Conservation Officer for Wimbledon & Putney
Commons Conservators, wanted to walk an area where conservation work is taking
place and which also incorporates an area managed by the London Wildlife Trust.
We created the new transect of Wimbledon Common SW and Fishponds Wood.
We also updated the NE route to include The Plain and more heathland.
Newlands Corner was a major gap in our portfolio. SWT Ranger Lucy Bryce and

I set up routes in the West, the more-frequented side of Albury Downs, and in the
East, the less-frequented, grazed field. The results have been impressive with 28
species, but not yet Small Blue. Other new sites include Bay Pond, SWT’s
Educational Reserve at Godstone, and West End Farm, Frensham, which Colin and
Philippa Hall have managed for conservation for 30 years.

NEW
Ashtead Common North ....Frank Boxell
Bay Pond............................John Christlieb

Jan Campbell
Chiddingfold W, S & E ........Bill Downey
Chobham Grazing South ..Vicky Russell
Farnham Heath ....................Mike Coates
Foxley Wood, Purley

Bill & Andrea Bessant
Newlands Corner East & West

Lucy Bryce & SWT volunteers
West End Farm, Frensham ....Colin Hall
West Hanger ........................Rob Bonfield
Wimbledon Common SW ....Simon Riley

Pedro Pires

RE-ESTABLISHED
Brentmoor Heath ..................Natalie Kay
Frensham Common, Little Pond

Gerry Pearson
Sheepleas ..............................Bill Downey
Walton Downs ......................Peter Brown

PROJECTED FOR 2016
Reigate Heath ....................Graham Saxby
Tolworth Court Farm........David Stevens
Leith Hill, Blindley Heath,
Dawney Heath, Frimley Fuel Allotments
� Thank you to the following walkers,
who have stepped down:
Julie Steele, Hydon Heath
John Curtin, Hackhurst Down

TRANSECT CHANGES



On heathland there are new routes at Chobham Grazing South, which was set up
by SWT Ranger Vicky Russell, and at the RSPB reserve at Farnham Heath, where
Warden Mike Coates had already established a route but the data will now be
entered into the UKBMS. We also re-established the route at Frensham Common
Little Pond, which has a data run of five years.

In June I received a document from BC indicating the need for more transect
coverage of the Wood White. Gail Jeffcoate told me about a “long transect” created
years ago after an idea by Martin Warren to monitor Wood Whites across the
Chiddingfold Forest complex. Gail and I walked the route in July and found it to be
still doable, give or take some changes where rides had become overgrown. After a
discussion with BC we decided to split the route into three – Chiddingfold Forest
West, South and East.

Bill Downey (left) and Peter Haldane, Wildlife & Conservation Officer for Wimbledon
& Putney Commons Conservators, consider the pros and cons of transect-walking on
horseback. March 2015

� continued next page

Walking a transect
A TRANSECT is a fixed-route, weekly walk, typically 1-3km, lasting 30-90 mins.
Volunteers record butterflies in a 5m band in suitable weather in the 26 weeks
Apr-Sep, 10.45-15.45. Data is managed by the UK Butterfly Monitoring Scheme.
New volunteers are always needed. If you could help with an existing transect
(many are shared) or would like to set up a new one, please contact:

billdowney@sky.com
� For more details, including how to view transect data online, please visit:

butterfly-conservation.org/7524/Surrey-transects.html
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Dan Hoare, Butterfly Conservation’s Head of Regions, additionally wanted the
Wood White data recorded as timed counts. As this was a priority for Surrey, and
given the difficulty of getting walkers in the south of the county, I determined to
kick-start this myself during the Wood White’s flight periods. The data is being
shared with Jay Doyle, District Ecologist for the Forestry Commission, who is
currently writing a new management plan for Chiddingfold Forest.

I will also be meeting the Environment Dept. of Reigate & Banstead Council,
who wish to work with BC to improve butterfly monitoring in the borough.

By the end of August 66 sites had data online. Twelve more are promised, so if all
of these submit, a record 78 transects will have been walked in Surrey in 2015.

In this role there are a number of principles which I now try to follow:
� Work with land managers wherever possible. Even though it involves extra
communication, more is to be gained working together rather than in isolation.
� Run a couple of training sessions per season. With a limited supply of branch
members to walk transects, volunteer groups are a good source of new walkers but
need training to bring them up to a level.
� Survey as much as possible before putting in a new route. The design of new
routes is important – otherwise a month after starting you realise the route you
should have chosen.
� Update the documentation of existing routes. It is desirable to re-establish as
opposed to create new routes but this is difficult if the route is not well documented.
Many existing routes are poorly grid referenced and have no route descriptions.
I would like to develop a central archive of reliable information.
MY THANKS to all walkers and site managers. I would also like to thank
Francis Kelly, Harry Clarke and Gail Jeffcoate for their help and advice.

� TRANSECTS: from previous page

irecord.org.uk Francis Kelly
iRECORD has been well embraced as our new recording facility. Numbers are
ahead of those received last year via the platform on our old website.

Records can be uploaded directly to irecord.org.uk or via the app for
smartphone/tablet. Create a filter, e.g. Surrey butterflies 2015, to view selected data.
iRecord Butterflies ..................2014 ............Sep 28, 2015
Surrey (VC17) recorders........104............................150
Surrey (VC17) records ..........975 ........................3,000
England records ................37,174 ......................40,775

Committee member Kirstie Banham says: “I can heartily recommend the iRecord
Butterflies app for mobile phone, which I’ve been using when I’m out on the farm.
I can be in the field and upload a sighting straightaway! It even pinpoints my
location and records the grid ref for me. I would definitely recommend it for a
novice recorder too as it has a good photo gallery attached to each species.”
� More details, with links, are on our website’s Recording Guide.
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Branch website Francis Kelly

OUR new website, butterfly-conservation.org/surrey, launched in September
2014, built up a head of steam as its first full season progressed. Over 20 pages

can now be accessed from the newsy home page, notably Sightings, managed by
Ken Owen, and the recently created Surrey People. All you could want to know
about Surrey butterflies, and how to record them, are clearly presented.

The site hit 100 unique weekly visitors during week beginning April 10, and
peaked at 283 during the first week of August. This suggests that over half of our
1,000+ branch members have yet to give the site a try. The platform has been useful
for announcing changes to field trips, and this new flexibility, backed up by email,
proved useful on several occasions during an inconsistent summer.
� Please keep us informed of anything new or interesting at surreybranch@gmail.com
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Small Blue round-up Gail Jeffcoate

CONSERVATION efforts to benefit the Small Blue and its food plant, Kidney
Vetch, continue to have positive results at an increasing number of sites.

Work on the three sites in the Guildford Downs Project, managed by Sarah
Meredith, has been on hold due to staff changes, but it seems likely that further work
can be carried out at Newlands Corner. No adults or eggs were seen there this year,
but the Kidney Vetch put in by Sarah flowered and seeds were collected and sown
immediately in the grassland with the aim of increasing the number of plants.
Pewley Down supported good numbers of Small Blues. I saw six 2nd-brood adults

on Aug 1, two of which were egg-laying. Grazing in the paddock at the bottom of
the slope has resumed this autumn after a couple of years when cattle could not be
put on the site, and this should help us to re-establish Kidney Vetch in that area.
The Mount is the third Project site. I found a number of eggs on Jun 8.

Here is a summary of my visits to other sites:
Jun 3, Priest Hill: I had predicted colonisation of this new Surrey Wildlife Trust

reserve, close to Cuddington, Howell Hill and Warren Farm, and immediately saw a
Small Blue flying among the Kidney Vetch flower heads, still mostly in bud, by
Banstead Road. I found seven eggs here in 25 flowers searched, and another three
eggs on Kidney Vetch nearby.

This vetch grew from seed gathered at Howell Hill. In the middle of the site is
Kidney Vetch growing from green hay from Howell Hill strewn on the bare chalk.
I did not find any sign of Small Blues here. My observations suggested that the
Small Blue had colonised the site naturally, rather than been introduced. David
Robinson, who walks the transect, saw two adults in the same area on Jul 18, and it
seems likely that they were the progeny of the one I saw in June.
Jun 6, Warren Farm: Peter Camber reported good numbers of Small Blue on his

transect, and I found plenty of Kidney Vetch during a short visit. Efforts to remove
Canadian Golden-rod are concentrated in the area where Kidney Vetch grows, and
have been successful there, though the site as a whole remains heavily infested.
Jun 9, Clandon Wood Burial Reserve: the branch field trip gave an opportunity

to look at Kidney Vetch, originally sown as part of the wildflower meadow seeding.
Unsurprisingly, the short-lived, pioneer Kidney Vetch is now disappearing as longer-
lived plants become established, having done its job of covering ground with its
rosettes. We managed to find only half a dozen plants, only one with eggs.
Merrow Park & Ride: after the tour of Clandon Wood a few of us went a mile

along the A246 to where the amount of Kidney Vetch on the verges has declined
somewhat, but along the bank sloping away from the road there were some young
plants that will flower next year, ensuring breeding habitat at least for the time
being. In not very sunny conditions we saw two adults and found several eggs.
Jun 17, Sutton: a tour with ecologist Dave Warburton started at Roundshaw,

where we saw Small Blues flying in the scrapes created as part of the London Small
Blue Project in 2012-14, and also found eggs. A Small Blue was also seen here on a



branch field trip on Jun 25.
Carshalton Road Pastures is an interesting place! Next to a Travellers’ site, part

an old landfill area, and subject to fly-tipping, the grassland nevertheless supports a
varied flora. Scrapes created in 2013 have settled down to a nice chalky surface with
flourishing Kidney Vetch, though we saw no sign of Small Blue.
Devonshire Avenue Nature Area, a tiny site in the middle of Sutton, supported

Small Blues for many years, but is now so heavily used that it no longer seems
suitable and none has been seen for a couple of years. A visit to Cuddington Park,
however, showed that the butterfly continues to do well on this small area.

Down the road at Howell Hill, long considered the best site in Surrey for the
Small Blue, amounts of Kidney Vetch have decreased, with no large rosettes to be
found in the main part of the reserve. Maybe the cattle grazing is having an adverse
effect here, and this needs monitoring.
Jun 18, Epsom Downs: Alison Gilry reported good numbers on the golf course

and racecourse, where chalk scrapes have been created by the Lower Mole Project
over the last decade.
Jun 19, Banstead Downs: my first visit after a gap of several years, with Bill

Downey and accompanied by Derek Coleman, who has walked the transect since
1986. We found good patches of Kidney Vetch flowering, but did not see any Small
Blues or find eggs, though with so many flowers it was like looking for a needle in a
haystack. The habitat looks good now, but has not been so in the recent past, and
further survey is needed here.
Jun 23, Coulsdon Common: Andrew Scott, City of London Commons

Conservation Officer, showed Bill Downey and me large amounts of Kidney Vetch
in the middle of a tall, flowery sward. This is not typical Small Blue habitat. It seems
likely that the vetch is helped to seed into the sward by the presence of Greater

Small Blue on Kidney Vetch, Priest Hill, July 18. David Robinson
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Yellow-rattle, which parasitizes grasses, keeping the sward open enough to allow
Kidney Vetch seed to become established.

We then went to Riddlesdown Quarry, not normally open to the public, where
Kidney Vetch grows on the sides and floor of the quarry, but numbers of Small Blue
are surprisingly low. It has long been a mystery why the Small Blue does not do
better in this apparently ideal sheltered habitat.
Jul 4, Merrow Golf Course: a useful day looking at the distribution of Kidney

Vetch with Ken and Gillian Elsom, botanists who had already surveyed the golf
course and were able to lead the way through the Saturday golfers (not a good idea
doing this on a Saturday, but it was the only day we could arrange) and speed up the
job. We found eggs on a number of plants, and it looks as if the cutting regime is
adequate and no further management is needed.
Box Hill: good numbers of adults but efforts to extend the area of Kidney Vetch

are being hampered by rabbits. There is a small amount of success here, and the
work will continue.

2015 was a good year for the Small Blue, which was helped by good weather for
much of the flight period. Second broods were reported from several Surrey sites.
On Jun 5 Mike Weller saw a Small Blue in his garden at Westhumble, which flew
in from the direction of Box Hill; two days later Peter Camber saw one in his garden
in Stoneleigh, so there were wanderers about, and hopefully they found some good
habitat on which to land. This round-up does not cover all sites, but gives a flavour
of the Small Blue season in Surrey.

Field trips 1 Mike Weller

ALL of Surrey’s 42 species were seen on this year’s record schedule of 48 walks,
of which I attended 36. Why not show us your favourite area next year or lead

an established walk? Many thanks to all the leaders. Here are highlights from the
walks I led:
Jun 6, Howell Hill: still good for Small Blue but again Green Hairstreak & Small
Copper not seen. Seven Orchid species included Spider & Man.
Jun 11, Fairmile Common: early site for Silver-studded Blue, 20+.
Jun 21, Box Hill: Dark Green Fritillary 4; 2 Small Blues on the Zig-Zag.
Jul 2, Bookham Common: 17 species: Silver-washed Fritillary 15 &
White Admiral 13, in better numbers than last year; 3 high-flying Purple Emperors.
That solitary Marbled White again.
Jul 16, Ashtead Common: 21 species: Purple Emperor 6, incl. one on ground,
matched by 6 of both White Admiral and Purple Hairstreak. More unusual was a
brief visit by a valesina variety of Silver-Washed Fritillary, 11.
Jul 18, Walton Down: 21 species: Dark Green Fritillary 6, and yes, 3 Small
Tortoiseshells, the most I saw this year!
Jul 23, Headley Heath: 26 species – top spot: Small Copper 8, SWF 16, DGF 1,

� SMALL BLUE: from previous page



Epsom Common, July: leader Alison Gilry (facing camera) is delighted that the group
have found two Purple Emperors on the ground by the signposts. FK
the first Silver-spotted Skipper 2, and, for a few, Purple Emperor.
Jul 28, Great Train Journey East: 25 species, notably 3+ White-letter Hairstreaks
in Burford Meadow right at the finish.
Aug 1, Vale End: 22 species: 35 again enjoyed the hospitality of Daphne & John
Foulsham and their lovely garden. The puzzle of a small Chalkhill Blue colony in a
wet, overgrown field on acid soil well away from the chalk still poses questions.
Aug 19 & 28, Bookham Common: Chalkhill Blue about 1 mile from the nearest
known colony was a surprise. Two Brown Hairstreaks in rapidly clouding weather in
the first walk were outnumbered by three in the glorious second. A brief glimpse of
a Hawfinch, frightened by the bulldozing of its and the Brown Hairstreak’s
Blackthorn habitat on the 19th, and of 2 Hobbys flying together on the 28th, were
added bonuses.

Field trips 2 Malcolm Bridge

Apr 22, Ham Lands: the customary opener to the season was blessed with lovely
weather, 16 enthusiasts and good numbers of the spring species.
May 6, Hutchinson’s Bank: a 10am shower failed to discourage 10 of us on a
sunny but breezy day. The sheltered Cutting produced Dingy and Grizzled Skipper
singletons. The huge amount of management activity over recent years provided a
talking point and enthused newcomers to return on a warmer day.
May 10, Oaken Wood: with Wood White being the target species the party by-
passed Oaken Wood and headed for the Triangle area. The decision was rewarded
with a scattering of Wood Whites and, in the badly overgrown meadow, a Dingy
Skipper, Green Hairstreak and the moth rarity, Drab Looper. The return via Oaken
Wood yielded a Grizzled Skipper.
Jun 23, Mitcham Common: 17 optimistic souls again failed to spot the elusive
White-letter Hairstreak, for which Burford Meadows, Dorking, is the new hotspot.
Jul 26, Wimbledon Common: personal history was made when, after leading BC
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Field trips 3 Francis Kelly

OF the 16 trips I led, probably the most intriguing was the penultimate.
Adonis Blue is rarely seen away from Denbies Hillside and Box Hill Dukes.

At Pewley Down on September 1, three refuseniks, ignoring the trip’s
postponement, spotted up to four males on the south-facing slope. The next day,
inspired by that news, the official party found four males and two females, including
a pair to whom I lent my hat as a mating platform.

Since 2007, when regular walker Peter Curnock recorded 15, the only transect
records were two males seen by me in Sep 2013. Even though there has been the
suggestion of a release, it was good to see the Adonis at Surrey’s western outpost.

I attended 26 trips, which attracted 146 different walkers, of whom 82 attended
only once, and 20 only twice, leaving a core of 44 with 3+ attendances.
Mike Metherall wins my annual Sweet FA (faithful attendee) award with 19, beating
Bruce McLaren and Bill Swinglehurst by three.
May 21, Brookwood Cemetery: egg-laying Green Hairstreak; Grizzled Skipper in
four places. I hope to find Dingy Skipper, the third member of the spring trinity,
there next year.
Jun 9, Clandon Wood Burial Reserve: while this trip to a new venue might have
given 18 members food for thought about their future, the dull day prevented the
site from revealing its full potential. Small Blue eggs were found, plus a Painted
Lady from the supposed invasion that never quite happened.
Jun 25, Roundshaw Down: Dave Warburton, Sutton Council Biodiversity Officer,
hosted our first trip to this site near Purley. It coincided with the emergence of
Small & Essex Skippers, and we saw a Small Blue, newly-arrived on site this year.
Jul 9, Epsom Common: Alison Gilry’s walk produced two Purple Emperors on the
ground within minutes of the start, and plenty of Purple Hairstreaks.
Sep 10, Cranleigh: Little Mead, west of the Downs Link behind Notcutts Garden
Centre, is a rough area with lots of Blackthorn and Ash that I had discovered only
two months previously. I saw an average of one Brown Hairstreak per visit during
August but hoped that my ad hoc field trip, with more pairs of eyes, could better
that. And so it proved. I was joined by 20 members, seven making their seasonal
debut, and our Brown Hairstreak tally was at least eight.
� Tony Hoare, branch chairman in the early 1990s and enjoying his first field trip
in over 10 years, said: “I noticed how many people were carrying binoculars.
That would have been none or maybe a stray birder in the early days. And the sheer
variety of cameras – we all used to have SLRs as nothing else would take a halfway
decent close-up.”

walks for 16 years, a rain drenched morning produced zero attendees. The warmth
of the Windmill Café and a bacon bap was partial consolation.
Aug 8, Great Train Journey West: a glorious day rewarded 30 enthusiasts, who
notched up 26 butterfly species, including Clouded Yellow and scores of Silver-
spotted Skippers, but not the previous year’s Grayling.



L-R: Robert Edmondson, Bill Swinglehurst (front), Ken Owen, Clive Huggins (rear),
Tim Hall, Tim Bright, Michael Friend, Phil Boys. Nigel Jackman

Adonis Blue sculpture
MEMBERS (above) returning from the
Gomshall Great Train Journey in August
via Denbies Hillside admire the new
Adonis Blue sculpture by Abinger artist-
sculptor, Iain Hamilton Crafer, a National
Trust volunteer.

Using mostly traditional tools, Iain took
more than 200 hours over nine months to
carve the sculpture from a two-tonne oak,
which was felled at Bookham Common.
Standing at the bottom of the slope at the
east end of the Carriageway, the sculpture
was unveiled by actress and conservationist
Virginia McKenna on May 15 to coincide
with the Adonis first brood.

� For comparison (right), and looking even
more well-sculpted than above,
Robert Edmondson & Bill Swinglehurst
build steps at Oaken Wood in 1993.
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Cranleigh’s Black Hairstreaks Francis Kelly

BRITAIN’s biggest Black Hairstreak colony in 1980 was in Cranleigh, so after
moving here last year I wanted to discover more.

The story begins in 1951 when Major Alan Egerton Collier, 1891-1972, retired to
Cranleigh after teaching science for 22 years at Oundle School, Northants.
A E Collier, as he was always known, was awarded the Military Cross as a 2nd
Lieutenant in the Royal Engineers for conspicuous gallantry at the Somme in 1916.
He was posted to India and in 1918 married Jocelyn in Madras. Their only son,
Derek, was killed by a mine in North Africa in 1943, aged 22.

At Oundle, butterflies overtook birds as Collier’s main interest and he became a
Fellow of the Royal Entomological Society in 1946. He was Assistant Editor of the
Entomologist’s Record and Journal of Variation from 1959 to the end of his life and
contributed an annual report on Cranleigh’s butterflies 1959-1966.

Typically for the times, Collier was a prolific collector and breeder, with a
particular interest in aberrations. He had brought some Black Hairstreak eggs from
Northants and in 1952 released a dozen butterflies into a Cranleigh wood.
Nine years later, Collier’s report of the 1961 season was an eloquent lament:
“The Black Hairstreak celebrated its ninth and regrettably its last season in

Surrey by being well out on 8th June. The place which I chose for its release in 1952
was a small clearing of about two acres in the heart of an oak forest quite
unfrequented by anyone, well provided with banks of blackthorn, and with ashes and
buckthorn round the perimeter. The place was an oasis of quiet beauty with thriving
populations of Small Pearl-bordered, Pearl-bordered and Marsh Fritillaries,
Ringlet, Brown Hairstreak and, up to a few years ago, Silver-washed and High
Brown Fritillaries, White Admiral and Purple Hairstreak. Last month I found all the
oaks round the clearing uprooted and the clearing itself a bulldozed mass of
blackthorn and mud. From a few small bushes still standing I was able to rescue
20 Brown Hairstreak eggs, but everything else has gone forever.”

Remarkably, 14 years later in 1975 Jeremy Thomas found a colony in a wood
1½ km away from the original site. To what extent they were descended from
Collier’s release remains a matter of conjecture – Graham Collins (Butterflies of
Surrey, 1995) believes there were further introductions. Ken Willmott found the
colony independently in 1976, and the butterfly spread into adjoining areas to
become the largest known population in the country. A survey found five colonies
but the habitats were lost to afforestation, the clearance of overgrown hedges and
agricultural improvement (Thomas & Lewington, 1991; Collins, 1995). A colony
survived along the Downs Link (former Guildford to Horsham railway line) but
Ken’s last record was in 1990.

Other extracts from Collier’s articles shed fascinating light on the state of
butterflies in the area over half a century ago:
1959, May 13: Marsh Fritillary appeared earlier than usual. It is now at its lowest
ebb in those localities where in 1955 and 1956 it flew in thousands (all descended
from one 1949 pair).



May 23: Duke of Burgundy appears to have suffered severely from the excessively
wet season of 1958.
Adonis Blue was present in very small numbers. Fortunately the food plant for the
larva is very plentiful and the species hangs on by a thread in spite of drastic
overcollecting in recent years, to some extent by collectors wishing to populate their
own local downs.
June 16: I had my first view of Black Hairstreak, and on the 18th I was able to
watch three nice females going about their business on the Blackthorn, with
occasional breaks for refreshment at the flowers of Buckthorn. It is extraordinary
how popular this minute blossom seems to be, even to Small Pearl-bordered
Fritillary in the same little enclave.
I can never understand the comparative scarcity of Wall Brown in this part of
Surrey, where in so many places conditions appear to be very suitable for its survival
and increase.
I have never been able to understand why Marbled White does not appear to exist
in Surrey – I hope that nobody’s feelings will be hurt if I introduce them again into
parts of the North Downs.
1960: High Brown Fritillary was only seen once and it seems remarkable that a
butterfly so near to extinction in this area still survives in such small numbers.

In 1969 Collier remarried and moved to Worthing, where he died in 1972 aged 81.
His collection of 3,000 specimens, with notes on genetics, is now part of the
Cockayne collection at the Natural History Museum.
� The Entomologist’s Record and Journal of Variation, from the 1891 first edition,

is available to download via the Links page of our website.
� In addition, there is a link to A E Collier’s report of Butterflies in the Cranleigh

District, 1961: vol 74, 1962, pages 45-47.
� I acknowledge the help of Elspeth Langsdale, Oundle School Archivist.

A E COLLIER (centre), commander of Oundle School Officers’ Training Corps, leads a
staff weapons drill in the mid-1930s
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Wood Whites of Chiddingfold Forest Nick Broomer

1. Getting to know the Wood White

THE dainty Wood White floating along a woodland ride
is quite unmistakable. The smallest of our native Whites

spends much of its life weaving through thick vegetation
and is an agile flyer. I never see one with a chunk missing
from a wing – perhaps just the odd small tear.

Their flying ability totally suits their way of life. In the
photo below, a female is flying low through the vegetation
and looks certain to hit the grass stems, but millimetres from
collision her wings are stretched to the limit, slowing her
speed, and she is up and over.

There are two flight periods: late April to late June (rarely
into July) and first week of July (usually beginning 5th-7th) to late August (rarely
into September). Dates can vary, depending on the weather. The easiest way to

distinguish male from female is by the antennae
tips: white in males, black in females. The male
has larger eyes, which vary from a blueish tint to
a light purple. The female’s eyes are normally
light blue, occasionally light green.

On sunny days the male flies up and down
woodland rides and grassy clearings, hunting
females for the sole purpose of mating. He stops
only to nectar (more commonly observed in the
afternoon) and to challenge other males for
territorial rights and nearby females. Territory is
wherever he is at any particular time.

Males take minerals to replenish energy, normally before and after mating.
Favourite sources are damp soil, moist moss, charcoal and especially horse dung.
This behaviour is again most often seen in the afternoon. Females do not fly so
freely and may be found among vegetation even on a warm summer’s day, at times
rather well hidden.

Once mated, females fly continuously, looking for suitable plants on which to lay
their eggs. I have found that males are more abundant than females in both broods,
after allowing for females being harder to locate.

spring summer
Hindwing underside ......................dirty ................................clean, fewer grey spots
Thigh ..............................................................may be devoid of hairs (not every year)
Forewing upperside corner............grey ........black spot fading to grey around edge
..........................fem: slightly lighter spot ......................................fem: faint or absent

BROOD DIFFERENCES

Summer female shows her agility



2. Roosting
Wood Whites roost during the day in unsuitable flying conditions, anywhere from

a few metres up a tree to just off the ground in vegetation. Whether it is raining
lightly/heavily, just cloudy, cold or a warm evening, temperature influences the
height and depth of the chosen roost. The warmer the weather the easier the
butterflies are to find; in rain they are near impossible to find. I have found Wood
Whites tucked away a few metres into a wood, the canopy acting as a giant
umbrella.

They normally roost individually, but sometimes in small groups of 3-4 on dead
vegetation, like Bracken, or an old Bramble flower head from the previous year.
Single individuals may roost on any kind of vegetation. A regular choice is Greater
Stitchwort, either inside or on the white flower.

Spring male (left) and Summer female. NB

Roosting trio



3. Courtship
When I have observed mating, the

female has always been waiting in the
sun, not well hidden, for a period of just a
few seconds up to 45 minutes. I believe
the waiting female releases a pheromone,
indicating to any passing male that she is
ready to mate. When a male detects the
female (from at least two metres but
probably much further) he joins her
without any courtship.

Whenever I have observed the courtship
ritual (100+ times) it always seems that
the female has already been mated.
A male will seek out a female, the male
confronts her, the female will try to
escape the male’s advances by taking
flight, and the chase is on. The male in
hot pursuit will extend his proboscis,
aiming it at the female without actually
touching her. The female eventually lands,
opening and closing her wings, while the
male flies around, throwing his proboscis
towards her.

The female flies off again, with the

Courtship: female (left) and male

Dominant male
(right) hits
submissive
male with his
proboscis.
See facing page

male directly behind. She lands again and this time the dominant male lands
opposite, sitting slightly higher than the submissive female. The male then uses his
proboscis to stimulate the female by hitting the side of her wings alternately (left
then right, normally the hindwing), stimulating the female into opening and closing
her wings, which stimulates the same response in the male. When the female opens
her wings fully the male responds by bringing his proboscis down, hitting the flat of



the female’s opened wings.
The male misses his intended target more often than not, but the more hits he

makes, the more the opening and closing of wings is stimulated. This ritual can
happen in thick vegetation, where it is difficult to observe.

4. Male v Male
Male butterflies spend most of their lives hunting for females and may struggle to

differentiate between male and female, or between species. In some species
(e.g. Orange-tip, Chalkhill Blue), a freshly emerged male can produce a body scent
similar to that of a female, but the investigating butterfly moves on once he has
realised his mistake. But Wood White males do not always go their separate ways.
They throw their proboscis at each other until one becomes dominant and the loser
takes up the submissive female role. They then perform the courtship ritual, with
only the dominant male now using his proboscis.

Perhaps the Wood White performs two different rituals: a shorter version that leads
to copulation, but is not always used; and a longer version that males use on already
mated females, hoping to induce them into mating again, but always failing. Then
there are the males who perform this same ritual among themselves. I wonder
whether this is a courtship ritual at all, or whether it is the act of a dominant male on
a submissive individual, male or female. I have yet to witness the courtship ritual
end in a mating.

5. Female rejection signal
The female Wood White is not noted for having a rejection signal, but in August

2014 I came across a female that was definitely rebuffing a male.
A male chased down a female, who landed on some Fleabane. There was a lot of

jumping about and unsteady wing-flapping by both, the male also using his
proboscis, trying to woo the female and take control. After four seconds the female
pointed her abdomen skywards, giving a clear signal of not wanting to mate.

The female held this position for about 20 seconds, while the male continued to
court her, and then flew off. The male gave chase and when the female landed he
flew down to try his luck again. The female flew up again and this time the male
gave up. The whole event lasted 37 seconds.

Female (left) raises her abdomen to reject the male



6. Mating
I have witnessed the mating act on only a few occasions, always in the afternoon.

In July 2014 I was watching a female for about 10 minutes in the open on vegetation
when a male flew down and they mated. No courtship whatsoever! This has been the
case on every occasion I have witnessed a mating.

Copulation normally lasts 40-100 minutes, or even longer, depending on the time
of day they join. I have left a pair as late as 7pm. Like a pair of Orange-tips I found,
which stayed joined all night (at least 14 hours), I believe these late pairings by
Wood Whites last all night. The female always takes total control when mating. If
she wants to move around the plant or fly to another location, the male has no option
but to follow, as the female will drag him behind her, even in flight.

When the female decides to land again after being disturbed it is quite common to
find the male hanging in mid-air. Sometimes when a mating pair is disturbed, the
female will fly off still joined to the male and, without warning, drop like a stone
into the vegetation.

7. Egg distribution
Single plants, not vast clumps, are chosen for egg-laying. The three favourites are:

1 Bird’s-foot-trefoil, 2 Bitter-vetch, 3 Meadow Vetchling.
Eggs are positioned to catch the sun – never deep inside the vegetation. The

female chooses plants in full sun or part shade, never full shade, using woodland
rides and pockets of open grassland within the woods. Eggs are laid singly, normally
one per plant; rarely two eggs are laid side by side on the same leaf. Spring females
choose 2-18 inches above ground level; summer females prefer 6 inches to over
4 feet. After about five days the white egg turns to a light yellow; it reverts to white
after a further three days and a white larva emerges after 10/11 days in total. I found
one orange egg, which stayed the same colour and produced an orange larva.
� NICK BROOMER lives in Cranleigh. A lifelong naturalist, he has been
studying the Wood White since 2010. Read more at nickbroomers.blogspot.co.uk

Mating pair, female above
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Purple Emperor century at Knepp Gail Jeffcoate

MATTHEW OATES and Neil Hulme have been following the population
explosion of the Purple Emperor at Knepp Castle Estate for the last few years.

This huge rewilding project in West Sussex, off the A24 just south of Horsham, has
resulted in dense growth of sallows in fields that a decade ago were growing crops
of wheat. The fields provide perfect breeding habitat for the Purple Emperor, which,
it turns out, is not necessarily a woodland butterfly at all!

On July 11 Matthew and Neil led a “Purple Emperor safari” around the part of the
estate with the highest density of Emperors. Their target was to see 100 in one day.
The first step was to visit sallows growing in the open, now up to several metres
high, to see males as they searched for newly-emerged females.

The first few males were spotted on
the way to the first field, flying around
oak trees growing by the side of the
path. Matthew kept the score, which
mounted steadily as we made our way
through the fields: 20, 30, 40. At one
point a newly-emerged female sat
obligingly still just a few feet up in a
sallow as many photos were taken, until
a male found her and the pair flew off.

After a tour of the fields we wandered
along a green track with tall oaks in the
hedgerows to see males flying around
the treetops: 50, 60. We detoured into
small clearings on a couple of
occasions for further views: 70.
Normally White Admirals and Silver-
washed Fritillaries are seen on trips for
Purple Emperors, but I saw only one of
each all day. We were not in woodland!

After lunch we walked on along leafy paths and tracks: 80, 90. Then, in a patch of
tussocky, uneven ground surrounded by tall trees, the 100th Emperor of the day was
seen, a mighty cheer went up, and celebratory photos were taken. My personal count
was only 50, but the official total reached 126.

Those present included people with no knowledge of butterflies, who were
spending the weekend using Knepp’s “glamping” facilities, through to experts with
much knowledge of the Emperor and its ecology. All had a memorable, if hot, day
and news of the achievement rapidly spread via social media.
� Find out more about the Knepp Wildland Project at www.knepp.co.uk
Matthew Oates: National Trust Nature Specialist; Neil Hulme: BC’s Fritillaries for
the Future Project Officer and former Sussex branch chairman.

Purple Emperor female in Knepp sallows.
Ralph Hobbs
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Our Garden (behind a Purley gate) Sophie Pettit

IN the last Skipper, and by follow-up
email, I asked members to share their

garden highlights. I was delighted with
the response, which ranged from seeing
a new or occasional visitor, to the
quantity of butterflies and variety of
species.

Our members’ gardens vary from
small urban ones to some with areas of
chalk grassland. The good news is
butterflies will visit any garden,
regardless of size, as long as they can
find nectar.

Here is a selection of highlights:
Lorraine Acton: nine species on
Buddleia, incl. Silver-washed Fritillary
and Hummingbird Hawk-moth, which
were also recorded by Richard Burgess,
Harold & Elizabeth Hughes, and
Peter Camber.
Richard Goldfinch:
Hummingbird Hawk-moth,
Jersey Tiger, Six-spot Burnet.
Peter Hart spent an August evening
watching Purple Hairstreaks circling the
ancient oak in his garden in Kew.
Cathy Clarke had four gatekeepers on
her Oregano plants for three weeks.
Peter Camber: on Jun 7 a Small Blue
settled close to our house, apparently
attracted by the salts in water seeping
from a patio pot. I have lived in
Stoneleigh for 15 years and this was a
garden first. We are about one mile from
the Small Blue colony at Warren Farm,
Ewell where I walk a weekly transect.
My records this year have shown a
substantial increase in numbers, which
presumably goes some way towards
explaining my unusual visitor.

Small White on Bowles Mauve Wallflower.
Below: Holly Blue on Hemp-agrimony

Vickie Barker

Small Blue visits garden of Peter Camber



Liz Leach: seven whites on Buddleia at
the same time.
Larissa Cooper, Paul Mattos &
June Wakefield: SW Fritillary.
Dark Green Fritillary also visited June’s
Woldingham garden.
June Carmichael: Commas visit
Golden Hop outside back door.
Mike Rowland & Gloria Whaley:
Painted Lady.

What have I learnt from this? I would
like to improve my pollinator patch by
planting Red Valerian, Bowles Mauve
Wallflower and Hemp-agrimony. But the
main feedback is the pleasure we get,
whether experts or novices, from the
butterflies and other wildlife visiting our
gardens. Thank you to all contributors.

Top wild flowers
Ragwort Marjoram
Knapweed Field Scabious
Bramble Hemp-agrimony

Top cultivated plants
Buddleia Oregano
Red Valerian Lavender
Bowles Mauve Perennial Wallflower

Top tips
� Utilise areas that can be seen from

your window
� Leave an area of grass uncut
� Well watered plants produce

more nectar

Friederike Hammer plants butterfly- and bee-friendly flowers in her garden, which faces
across the Thames to Hampton Court Park

Brown Hairstreak in KT4 Bridget de Whalley

WHO was more surprised, I wonder, the female Brown Hairstreak or me?
Coyly snatching a snack on the young Beijing Buddleia in our Worcester Park

garden before lunching on a Bowles wallflower, there she was – I dashed in for my
camera but alas, she was off, looking for her dessert elsewhere!

We have since discovered that Brown Hairstreaks have also been spotted in the
gardens of our local church, St Mary’s, Cuddington. A wonderful piece of
excitement on September 11.



ROB BONFIELD: a male (right) and female Purple Emperor flew into my
Maybury Hill garden, Woking, on July 18. I have about 10 large Oaks but this
pair disappeared over the hedge in another direction.
� This photo was first published on the Sightings page of our website.
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Walking the Oaken Wood transect Peter Cureton

IT is September and again I am racing north from Chiddingfold for the lunchtime
meeting at work. Today I walked the Oaken Wood transect for the 17th time this

year and saw only two species, Speckled Wood and Meadow Brown, but it has been
a great start to the day and I am happy with my hoverfly photos.

My interest in butterflies dates back to 1964 and I joined Butterfly Conservation
(then British Butterfly Conservation Society) in 1970. It is therefore rather
surprising that last year was our first Surrey branch AGM attendance but after 30
years in a busy job and bringing up our family, my wife Ruth and I were making a
deliberate attempt to get more involved.

Accordingly when volunteers were requested for Oaken Wood we decided to go
for it. After all I had never seen a Wood White. We met Stephen and Gail Jeffcoate,
who had set up this transect in 1995. It felt good finally to be making a tangible
contribution to butterfly conservation.

On a pleasant spring afternoon in March, Francis Kelly and Bill Downey met Ruth
and me at Oaken Wood to introduce us to the location and the world of transects –
a set route from April to September. Data collected in this way highlights trends in
butterfly abundance and informs conservation work at a local and national level.

So in the first week of April Ruth and I set out with clipboard, camera, binoculars
and lots of enthusiasm. Over the weeks we have been treated to some special
butterfly moments as well as other wildlife. We have counted a total of 1,313
butterflies of 25 species. This has included the vibrant Silver-washed Fritillary (63),
and the gliding elegance of the White Admiral (13). We spotted a resting Purple
Hairstreak but the star turn was the Wood White. We saw five during May, and then
20 during July and August, including a pair in courtship and a female egg-laying.



It has been a challenge to separate the many Small and Essex skippers. I have
never seen so many Brimstones feeding together as we saw in July. Species that
managed to avoid the transect count included Green Hairstreak, Brown Argus and
Purple Emperor, all recorded by others at Oaken Wood this summer.

It was interesting to observe the succession of flowers that graced the woodland
rides through the season from the early Lesser Celandine, Violet and Primrose,
through to Knapweed, Mint and Devil’s-bit Scabious.

Bee-flies were much in evidence in April. Speckled Yellow moths were present in
huge numbers in May/June. A male Southern Hawker Dragonfly was so inquisitive
that he flew inside my car more than once.

I have become a regular visitor to the Met Office website to coincide our visits
with good weather. I was struck by how much butterflies depend on the weather and
how sunny glades provided a welcome sanctuary – shady areas by contrast had very
little to offer. I was also aware of encroaching Bramble, Silver Birch and other trees,
which will shade out those remaining sunny rides if not managed.

I have read of habitat management that has benefited rare butterflies and was left
wondering what more can be done at Oaken Wood to achieve similar success.

As well as the exercise, and fun with my camera capturing the changing spectacle
of the natural world, we have found it especially satisfying to join the army of those
who walk their transects week by week, year on year. The data collected by these
dedicated enthusiasts is so crucial to the fortunes of our butterflies.

For anyone thinking of getting similarly involved, I would encourage you to do so.
The rewards have been great and we will certainly continue in future seasons.

Ruth & Peter Cureton, Oaken Wood, March 2015. FK
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Abundance trends Richard Fox

RICHARD FOX, Head of
Recording for Butterfly
Conservation, has supplied
abundance trend tables for
some key Surrey species.

The figure on the left is the
collated index, created from
UKBMS transect data.
UK RED; Surrey BLUE
Surrey trend total transects
Adonis Blue
Uncertain (stable?) ..............11
Small Blue
Uncertain (declining?) ........22
Silver-spotted Skipper
Moderate increase................20
Wood White
Uncertain (declining?) ..........3

OTHER KEY SPECIES
Chalkhill Blue
Moderate increase................32
Dingy Skipper
Stable ..................................35
Grizzled Skipper
Moderate decline ................35

Survey appeal
PENSFORD FIELD
Environmental Trust, who
manage a small nature
reserve in Kew (TQ192763),
would like someone to
conduct a butterfly survey. If
you can help, please contact
info@pensfordfield.co.uk.
See www.pensfordfield.co.uk

Mary Smith
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UK transects 2014 Francis Kelly

THE table features Surrey’s 41 regular species only. The data is drawn from all UK
transects in 2014, which is compared with all previous years back to 1976.
20 species suffered double-figure decline in 10 years to 2014.
14 species enjoyed double-figure increase in 10 years to 2014.
2014 best year ever for Brimstone, Marbled White & Ringlet.
2014 top-10 year for 13 species. 2014 bottom-10 year for eight species.

Fundraising David Gradidge

IN the last Skipper I reported that I had raised £230 from the Banstead branch of
Waitrose. ASDA in Burgh Heath was also targeted, but coming second there on a

different scheme raised only £50. Since then we have been able to take part in the
Green Token scheme run by John Lewis in Purley Way, Croydon. Results should be
known in October. My thanks to Sophie Pettit for organising this.

For all you online shoppers, please consider www.easyfundraising.org.uk.
Many major retailers take part in this scheme and donate a percentage of your spend
to charity. In our case: “Butterfly Conservation – Surrey & SW London branch”

One of the easier schemes to try is at your local Waitrose. Just introduce yourself
to the member of staff dealing with the token scheme. I can help with the rest.
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BOX HILL is one of Surrey’s best sites for butterflies, and branch field trips are
held there every year. The Friends of Box Hill is an independent charity that

provides support and advice to the National Trust to help ensure that Box Hill is kept
in the best condition for the wide range of wildlife it supports. It also provides
funding for specific projects and equipment.

Examples of the support provided by the Friends include the Box Hill Book of....
series, with subjects including Butterflies, Orchids, Bats, Bugs, Box and
Archaeology; funding for features on the popular Play Trail; the Discovery Zone in
the cafe area at the top of the Hill; refurbishment of the Learning Space, a room used
by school and other groups; and the wonderful murals by wildlife artist Helen
Shackleton, to be seen in several places around the buildings at the top of the Hill.

Friends enjoy a programme of walks and talks, a summer BBQ and visits to other
sites, and there are opportunities to get involved in all sorts of events and activities.
Box Hill has a vibrant atmosphere and new ideas are always coming up.

Membership costs only £10 a year. Find out more about the Friends of Box Hill
and download a membership form from www.friendsofboxhill.org.uk

Moth-trapping Matt Phelps

Friends of Box Hill Gail Jeffcoate

IN last autumn’s Skipper I reported on my
moth-trapping at my workplace at the time –

the Bishop of Guildford’s residence in Jacob’s
Well. I am now a gardener at Winkworth
Arboretum, where lepidopteran highlights this
year include Painted Lady, Old Lady and
Orange and Copper Underwings.

I have also moved house, to Chilworth on the
south-eastern outskirts of Guildford, where I
am now concentrating my moth-trapping
efforts. A Merveille du Jour on my first
session last October was a good start.

I run the trap about twice a month.
Highlights have included Clouded Buff –
presumably a wanderer from Blackheath just
up the road – Red-necked Footman, Blotched Emerald and Pine Hawk-moth.
From mid-June to early July I caught good numbers of Ghost Moths. I have seen
only one or two prior to this year, so evidently they are doing rather well in this area.

The night of June 5/6 proved to a be a bit of a migrant-fest, with Silver Y,
Diamond-back and Bordered Straw among an otherwise paltry 15 species;
perhaps an indication of the migrant potential of the locality?
� Our branch website for moths is butterfly-conservation.org/surreymoths

Pine Hawk-moth. MP
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Red Admiral female, newly-emerged and still not fully
pumped up, is pounced on by confused male
Meadow Brown. Surrey WT BioBlitz,
Chertsey Meads, Jun 28. Michael Brown

Continental Swallowtail
(gorganus) larva on Fennel,
Palm Centre, Richmond,
Aug 20. The plant had been
imported from the Netherlands
a month earlier.

Tsuyeko Western

Long-tailed Blue female, Milford, Nov 1,
2014, belatedly came to our attention.
Dave Thomson reports: it was in my
garden (SU422945) on the leaves and
pods of an Asparagus Pea that still had its
dark-red flowers. I originally recorded it
as a Purple Hairstreak.

White-letter Hairstreak in house! Sat on
shoe by French window, Cullesden Road,
Kenley, Jul 12. Tony Heys

Picture Gallery more photos are on our website Sightings page
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THE remarkable fact about the past six months is that they were, on the whole,
unremarkable. That is until the second half of August. 

March was a little warmer, drier and sunnier than average. (I refer to data for SE
and Central S England). April was the same, only more so, being the 6th sunniest on
records going back to 1929. May was pretty average all round. 

Overall spring came out the 9th sunniest and the 13th driest (going back to 1911).
Yes temperatures were above average but it did not reflect the sunny conditions.
It was all way behind the exceptional spring of 2014.

Summer saw an unusual pattern of temperatures. June came out 35th, July 37th
and August 39th and overall it was 36th! Hot days were one off events – more on
that later. June was dry and sunny, July was less dry and less sunny, and August,

Weather Watch: spring/summer 2015

R Anstis ............Leatherhead
R Avis ......................Dorking
R Baker ..........................W5 
Mrs G & Mr P Bamford

Camberley
Mrs S Barclay ........Croydon
T Barnwell..............Kingston
R Beales ..................Farnham
Mr I & Mrs P Beaumont

Godalming
N Bew........................Woking
J Blumire ..................Redhill
Mr P Bonfield
& Ms S Stevens ............W10 
Mrs K Bosley ........Midhurst
Mr D C & Mrs B Bridges

Surbiton
Mrs B Brock ..West Molesey
Mrs S J Campbell ..Dorking
S Carrigan ..............Petworth
L J Cartlidge ..........Dorking
Miss T Clarke........Tadworth
Mrs M J Coldicott Farnham
Mr J & Mrs K Hauck Collins

Thames Ditton
P Collins ....................Redhill
Mrs S & Mr N Cooper

Wallington
S Crosby & D Ball ....Staines
Dr R & Mrs K Daniels

Godalming
Mrs L Davison ........Surbiton

R Dennis ................Mitcham
Mrs R Dunne ..New Malden
Dr K & Mrs G Elsom

Guildford
D Gambie &
C Browne & fam..........SE25
Mrs P Gratton ........Surbiton
Mrs A Hayyez ......Guildford
C Hellier ..................Dorking
Mrs D Herbert ......Lingfield
Mrs G Kimber..West Molesey
Mr A & Mrs E Kingston

Woking
Ms A E Lawton
& Ms V Cobley....Camberley
Ms S Lingam ..................W6 
Mr A Lobb
& Mrs J Foulkes ..Guildford
Mrs S Medcalf ..........Reigate
Dr J & Mrs D Mellor

Woking
S Menzie ..........................W3
Mrs S & Mr R Miller-Smith
& fam ..........................Oxted
Mrs A & Mr A Norton

Cranleigh
Mrs M O’Donnell ..Croydon
Mr D Pearson
& Miss E Jones ............W12 
Miss G Pearson ........Yateley
R Pheby ..............Addlestone
I Picardo ......................SE27 

Ms A Platoni............Surbiton
Mrs A & Mr J Reid
& fam ................New Malden
D Robinson ................Epsom
Mrs E Rogers ........Banstead
Mrs J Roiser ..................W3 
Ms S Rowe................Morden
Ms N Sainsbury
& Mr A Clark ............Epsom
Miss S Sanders ..........SW12
Mr A Sanderson
&Ms A Roberts ....Kingston 
Mr T & Mrs S Sears

Godstone
N Siderfin ................Cobham
Ms L Siegele ..................SW5
D Smith ........................SE25
Mrs K Smyth ......Godalming
Mr J Sneddon
& Dr R Markes ..............SE1
R S Steele ....................SW15
J D P Stevens ........Guildford
Mrs G Stokes ..........Woking
W Swinglehurst ..........SW19 
Mrs J Symons ........Kingston
Mrs G Tissier ............Redhill
Mrs K H L Trotman Redhill
Mrs W Vines ............Woking
Mr D & Mrs J Wheeler

Redhill
Mr T & Mrs J Woodage

Crowthorne

A warm welcome to all new members. Sep 2015 total 1,036, up by 42 from Feb.

New members Richard Bance



David Gradidge

New Members’ Day Geoff Eaton

NEW Members’ Day returned to the summer in 2015, with 19 enthusiastic
attendees (above) joining presenters David Gardner, Phil Boys, Harry Clarke

and Geoff Eaton at Juniper Hall on July 11.
The morning was occupied by talks on butterflies, moths, data recording and

branch events. After lunch, and blessed with perfect weather, we crossed the fields
beyond Juniper Hall and climbed up to Juniper Top where the highlight was a
Hummingbird Hawk-moth flying around low-level vegetation.

We continued through the woodland and back down through Juniper Valley, seeing
Silver-washed and Dark Green Fritillaries. An obliging White Admiral posed for
photographers nearer the car park at Juniper Bottom. Sadly, the creeping thistles in
the corner of the field next to the car park have been put to the sword – this was a
potential site for White-letter Hairstreaks. An enjoyable and successful day – if only
we could guarantee such good weather every year!

well, the 8th wettest and 9th dullest. The trouble is that when you add summer
together and produce an average, the record books will not reflect these monthly
variations. Spare a thought for the poor folk of West Scotland, who had their coldest
summer since 1998.

I cannot finish without referring to the “hottest July day on record” – July 1st,
when Heathrow recorded 36.7C (98F in old money). It was indeed a very hot day as
forecast, but some sceptical people started to question it, as it was not reflected in
nearby stations. Kew did not get above 35.5C. It transpired that over a 20 minute
period starting at 14.15hrs, the temperature spiked up 1.7C and then fell by the same
amount. Heathrow of course has acres of concrete and just a few jets blasting out hot
air. However the record stands.
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Email appeal Francis Kelly

P Affleck
T Amer
A Anderson
S Anderson
J Archer
M Armitage
L Austin
R Avis
V Aylmer
C Bailey
A Ballingal
J Banks
M Banner
T Bartlett
D Barton
J Bates
P Beale
M Beauchamp
S Bell
J Bellevue
J Bennett
L Bennett
S Bennett
R Benyon
O Best
R Bishop
M Block
G Bonner-

Morgan
D Boothroyd
R Bosanquet
G Boshier
D Braddock
V Bradfield
R Bradley
R Brewer
C Bridge
J Brodie
C Brooke
P Brooke
J Brown

J Browning
J Buckley
M Bullivant
J Burch
A Burchell
J Burchnall
M Burgess
N Burrows
V Butt
D Cable
A Cale
F Cannings
A Carey
P Chapman
K Cheesman
B Clark
T Clarke
T Cleminson
P Clifford
J Cobbett
M Coldwell
B Collecott
F Collett
M Collinge
J Collins
T Collyer
G Comerford
R Connell
S Constable
M Conway
D Cooling
Shane Cooper
Sheila Cooper
D Corby
P Corry
R Cory
M Cosgrove
N Covey
A Cowan
R Cowen
B Crake

B Crawford
A Creedy
P Crook
A Crooks
N Cross
P Crump
I Cunningham
N Curnock
J Dalton
J Darter
A Davies
S Davies
S B Davies
Z Davies
M Davis
S Davis
M Dewhurst-

Martin
T Dillon
J Dingain
K Dobson
S Donkersley
M Duffy
C Durrant
M Duveen-

Conway
H Eagle
R Eaton
C Ede
J Edwards
V Egerton
C Eilts
G Elcombe
D Elias
J Ellis
P Fane
J Farmery
P Farrant
C Fisher
R Francis
J Fraser

G Friston
M Frith
N Fryatt
T Gabriel
P Gammie
K Gargani
D Garlik
J Gibbs
P Gilbert
S Glover
K Goldie-

Morrison
R Goodearl
M Gould
G Gratton-

Storey
B Green
J Green
A Greenwood
M Gunning
K Haire
C Hales-Hunt
T Hall
J Hammick
R Hanson
R Hardman
K Harman
W Harper-

Penrose
C Harris
G Harris
K Harris
C Harrison
P Hasell
S Hatton
S Headley
M Healy
R Hebblethwaite
J Henley
D Herbert
I Herbert

J Heward
P Hill
P Hills
O Hodder
K Hogg
D Holdaway
E Hollins
D Hollow
S Holloway
K Hough
D Housley
T Howland
D Howling
S Howorth
M Hughes
D Hulme
I Hunter-Craig
M Hyde
R Ibbotson
J Iremonger
P Irvine
S Jackson
H Janes
A Johnson
M Johnson
P Johnson
E Jones
M Jones
G Jordan
F Katz
A Keeping
D Kellie-Smith
P Kensley
R Kilgour
G Kirby
E Kirby-Green
D Knapp
K Knowles
P Krause
P Krycler
P Kynsey

WE do NOT have an email address for the 36% of members listed below.
If you would like to be added to our email database, please send your name

and address to surreybranch@gmail.com.
This will ensure you receive the occasional branch emails, alerting to field trip

updates, website items and other information. Members for whom we do have an
email address should have received in early October an alert to the early availability
of a PDF of this Skipper on our website.
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L Lands
M Le Ray
F Leach
R Leonard
W Lock
P Loftus
F Lorimer
S Lovell
J Lumley
A MacDonell
D Macklin
K Macnaughton
M Malson
A Mapstone
C Marsh
R Martin
S Martinez
R Mason
H Matthews
D McClintock
I McClure
T McKay
T Mckenzie
N McMillan
A Mendelson
M Meredith
Mr S Meredith
M Metherall
M Minihane
J Minty
L Mockett
A Moore
C Morgan
H Morgan
J Morley
D Morris
S Morris
P Morton
M Moss

C Murch
B Myring
S Neal
K Newell
D Newland
I Newlands
R Newton
M Nightingale
M Noble
S Noble
J Noe
V Norman
M O’Brien
M Oak
V Oakes
J Osborne
R Ovenden
M Palmer
S Panizzo
A Parker
M Parry
B Pateman
C Paul
M Peach
D Pearson
J Pendry
P Perkins
A Petrie
R Pierce
D Pinder
D Plank
J Pocock
A Pontin
A Pope
M Potter
H Pratt
P Preece
S Price
L Proctor

S Quaife
A Ralling
R Ramsay
S Redford
M Redwood
R Riggs
A Roberts
M Roberts
B Robertson
R Robotham
M Rogers
J Rose
T Rosie
L Ross
P Ross
R Rowe
P Rowsell
J Ruffin
A Russell-Smith
A Rutherford
N Rutter
E Ryan
N Sanders
A Sanderson
N Saul
J Saunders
S Saxby
E Schoonraad
S Seager
A Seymour
E Shaw
P Shelley
J Sherwood
S Shore
R Simpson
J Sinclair
P Sisodia
D Skillman
B Skinner

C Smith
Daniel Smith
D L Smith
J Smith
L Smith
R Smith
K Smyth
R Snellgrove
G Spinks
J Spring-Smyth
H Stapleton
J Steer
P Stephens
M Stiasny
G Stokes
P Stone
R Stott
W Straker
S Suleski
J Summers
R Swanborough
W Swinglehurst
D Sykes
J Symons
H Szczepanski
R Tantram
F Taylor
K Taylor
J Tedder
F Thatcher
C Thomas
M A Thomas
Millie Thomas
D Thompson
M Thorne
C Thubron
T Thursfield
H Tillett
I Tippetts

I Todd
D Toplas
C Turner
H Turner
M Turner
S Voller
D Vowles
A Walker
H Ward
R Warren
M Watkins
Julie Webb
Jane Webb
P Webster
P Wedd
P Welling
D Wheeler
S White
E Whiting
P Whitlock
R Whittington
D Wilkins
M Wilkinson
C Williams
A Wilson
M Wilson
A Wingrove
J Winn
R Winterman
Chris Wood
C M H Wood
N Wynn
M Wynter-Bee
T Yorath
W Young

European Interests Group

THE European Interests Group (EIG) is a branch of Butterfly Conservation, like
the county branches, but focusing on European rather than UK butterflies.

Membership costs an additional £10 a year. It is the branch to join if you want to
learn how to identify butterflies that you see in Europe, to find out where best to see
them, and to learn about conservation and survey projects. EIG publishes a
newsletter twice a year. For more information, back issues of newsletters, and details
of butterflies by country, please visit www.bc-eig.org.uk.
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Branch accounts to March 31, 2015
1 Income (main items)
� Overall income for 2014/15 (“this year”) was £5,766
versus £5,446 for 2013/14 (“last year”).
� Subscriptions at £5,223 were approximately 5% higher
than last year, reflecting increased membership and an
encouraging rate of renewal by members who benefited
from a free subscription last year.
� Donations totalled £390, boosted by our attendance at RHS
Wisley’s butterfly event and a one-off corporate donation of
£233 received from Waitrose, as part of their Community Matters (green token)
scheme. Thanks to David Gradidge for organising our participation in this scheme.
� Profit on the sale of goods at £152 was £57 up from last year, in spite of a slight
reduction in the overall volume of sales. Thanks to Phil Boys for his continuing
commitment to this important activity, which also provides valuable promotion
for Butterfly Conservation.
2 Expenditure (main items)
� Overall expenditure for the year was £5,988 versus £7,159 last year.
� Our major regular operating expense, i.e. printing and postage costs for our
Skipper magazine, was in line with last year at £3,094.
� The net costs of running our New Members’ Day and the annual AGM/Members’
Day events totalled £620, again very much in line with those of last year.
� As last year, we made a donation of £1,700 towards the Surrey Small Blue
project and have earmarked a further £1,000 towards a planned Wood White
conservation initiative in the Chiddingfold area. However this will not be paid until
the project has been formalised. This compared with a total of £2,700 donated in
support of conservation projects last year.
� Other Support Costs have been significantly reduced by taking advantage of the
main BC website infrastructure for the hosting and maintenance of our branch
website, the content of which has also been greatly improved. Thanks to
Francis Kelly for proposing and implementing these highly beneficial changes.
3 Excess of expenditure over income
� The above income increases and cost reductions resulted in our overall
expenditure exceeding income by only £222, compared with £1,713 last year.
4 Year-end Balance Sheet
� The closing balance of our current bank account was £7,820.
� Value of sales goods stock was £495 versus £722 last year.
� Debtors stood at just £10, representing the VAT recoverable from this year’s
purchases. We also made an advance payment of £104 as a deposit to secure the
venue for our New Members’ Day on July 11, 2015. Last year our total debtors
figure stood at £38.

Treasurer’s report Peter Camber

� continued on page 44



31.3.15 31.3.14

7,820 7,826
495 722
114 38

-657 -592
7,773 7,994

REPRESENTED BY: 
General Funds as at 1 April 2014................................... 7,994 9,707
Less excess of expenditure over income for year........... -222 -1,713

7,773 7,994

31.3.15 31.3.14

SALE OF GOODS: stock valuation 1 April 2014............. 722 935
Add purchases................................................................ 185 266
Less sales (net of VAT).................................................. 565 574
Stock valuation 31 March 2015....................................... 495 722

152 95
GENERAL INCOME

5,223 4,956
390 0

0 146
0 250

5,613 5,352
5,766 5,446

31.3.15 31.3.14

Newsletters - printing, postage & stationery.................... 3,094 3,061
Oaken Wood Reserve, less grants received................... 200 200
Hire of halls, stands, etc................................................. 125 92
Branch AGM/Members' Day, net of receipts................... 296 320
New Members' Day......................................................... 323 296
Conservation (Surrey Small Blue project)....................... 1,700 2,700
Equipment purchases & repairs...................................... 84 188
Insurance........................................................................ 165 160
Refund of VAT................................................................ -10 -38
Other support costs (website maintenance).................... 9 180

5,988 7,159
-222 -1,713

(transferred to General Fund)
5,766 5,446

ASSETS

Less sundry creditors.................................................................

Profit on sale of goods  .............................................................

Subscriptions.............................................................................

Excess of income over expenditure............................................

Donations...................................................................................

INCOME  12 months to 

EXPENDITURE  12 months to

TOTAL.......................................................................................

TOTAL EXPENDITURE.............................................................

Interest received........................................................................
Other income (net of VAT).........................................................

TOTAL INCOME........................................................................

Current Account – Nat West......................................................
Stock of sales goods..................................................................
Sundry debtors & prepayments..................................................

As at 31 March 2015..................................................................
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� Creditors stood at £657, including £600 to cover three years rent for
Oaken Wood, the licence for which was still under negotiation on 31 March.
This compares to a total of £592 at the end of last year.
� Overall, our general funds reduced to £7,773 from £7,994 last year.
A greater reduction in our general funds is planned for next year as we continue to
reduce them towards a target figure equivalent to six months’ operating costs,
in line with Head Office policy.
5 Conclusions
� Our basic operating expenses for the year, before making donations to
conservation projects, were £4,288. Although these costs were covered by
subscription income of £5,223, this did not leave much surplus for conservation
projects.
� As highlighted last year, we need to find additional sources of income and to this
end have started two initiatives, namely our participation in the Waitrose scheme
mentioned above and the EasyFundraising scheme that allows us to benefit from
donations offered by online retailers. Please support these initiatives whenever you
can. Other suggestions for new sources of income will, of course, be welcomed.

� TREASURER’S REPORT: from page 42

Your lasting legacy
HAVE you considered leaving a gift to

Butterfly Conservation in your will?
An increasing number of members and friends
are choosing to support Butterfly Conservation in this way.

All gifts, large and small, make a lasting difference to the
conservation of butterflies and moths. Together they account
for over one third of our voluntary income, contributing
significantly to the success of our conservation work.

So as well as looking after loved ones, please consider
Butterfly Conservation; it will help to ensure butterflies and
moths thrive in the years to come.
� To find out more, please contact Helen Corrigan on
01273 453313 or hcorrigan@butterfly-conservation.org

Thank you
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Minutes from last year’s AGM
Butterfly Conservation Surrey & SW London branch 20th AGM
10.00, Saturday 22 November 2014
Friends Life Sports & Social Club, Dorking Attendance: 78
Chairman David Gardner welcomed members and thanked the Committee for their
work on behalf of the branch during the year.
Apologies: Kirstie Banham, Dennis Newland (wife Enid deputised for later talk),

Graham Revill.
1 Minutes of previous AGM: proposed Joan Lowe; seconded Harry Clarke.
2 Matters arising: none.
3 Chairman: Our website was moved to the BC platform in September 2014.

Francis Kelly replaces Ben Kirby, webmaster since 2007.
Congratulations to Malcolm Bridge on his “Outstanding Volunteer” award,
presented at the 2014 National Members’ Day.
Susan Anders, the new Head Office Branch Support Officer, attended
September’s committee meeting.
Thank you to Francis Kelly for an interesting Surrey Skipper. It is important to
have a flow of ideas and contributors; special mention to new writers
Alison Gilry, Nigel Jackman and Matt Phelps.
Thank you David Gradidge, who retires today after 10 years as Membership
Secretary but continues as Fundraising Officer.
New Members’ Day in May was a success despite the poor weather.

4 Accounts: approval proposed by Lawrie de Whalley; seconded Harry Clarke.
5 Membership: current total 1,009. Retiring Secretary David Gradidge was

presented with a painting of Small Blues by artist/member Helen Kelly.
6 Oaken Wood: renewal of licence under negotiation; extension to be omitted.
7 Recorder: Harry Clarke has collected records from GiGL (Greenspace

Information for Greater London) & Surrey Biodiversity Information Centre
(SBIC). He emphasised the importance of recording.

8 Transects: 59 transects were walked in Surrey in 2014, an increase of 12.
An appeal was made for walkers at Oaken Wood.

9 Field Trips: 43 were held, including two ad hoc ones in September.
Robert Edmondson pointed out that some other organisations charged for field
trips. Our policy is that this is a service for members.

10 Re-elected to the Committee: Malcolm Bridge, Peter Camber & Geoff Eaton.
Newly elected: Richard Bance & Clive Huggins. Meeting closed: 11.02

National Recorders’ Meeting
RICHARD FOX, BC’s Head of Recording, encourages members to attend the
National Butterfly Recorders’ Meeting at the Birmingham & Midland Institute on
Saturday, March 19. It is open to anyone interested in butterfly recording and
conservation. Details will be available on www.butterfly-conservation.org.
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MICK ROCK, photographer of wine and butterflies

MY interest in butterflies began during cycle rides
around the Essex and Kent lanes with my father,

when aged about 10 and living in Basildon. Unfortunately,
in those unenlightened times, that meant collecting them.

They were firstly caught with a fishing net, then one
made by my mother from an old net curtain and, finally, the
real thing from Watkins & Doncaster in Welling – the latter
after joining the Amateur Entomologists’ Society and
discovering new ways to spend pocket money. The local
pharmacist became accustomed to me buying bottles of
carbon tetrachloride, although he did look concerned on the
day I wanted a hypodermic syringe.

Up to date information wasn’t easy to come by in the 60s and a number of library
books were renewed for several years. These, however, were more out-of-date than in,
so butterflying was very much a hit-and-miss affair – a cycle trip to Wicken Fen in
Cambridgeshire for Swallowtails being just one example. On arrival we were
informed that they had been extinct there for some years.

Pupae-digging was our winter activity, with poplar and lime trees being favourites
for hawk-moths. We bred them in the garden shed, with the resulting pupae being sold
to Worldwide Butterflies. Another memory was of a cage full of Lappet caterpillars,
which awoke early from hibernation before there was much foliage on the hawthorn
bushes. Thus ensued surreptitious night-time visits with secateurs to local hedges.

Other interests eventually crept into a teenage boy’s life and butterflies took a back
seat. Fast forward to 2014: I had become a photographer specialising in the world’s
wine industry, having seen a potential specialist niche, and in 1985 had founded
Cephas Picture Library to market my work and that of other photographers.

We were fortunate to ride the vinous wave in Britain. As consumers shifted from
beer and towards wine they also sought to learn more about what they were drinking.
It was the heyday of wine book and magazine publishing. Back then, transparencies
were dispatched around the world, but digitisation and the internet changed the stock
photography business dramatically, along with the skill-set required. The more recent
arrival of social media as a marketing tool has meant yet another learning curve.

I had always retained an interest in butterflies, but never seriously turned a lens
towards them. This was about to change, however, after I joined BC. In June last year
I visited Fairmile Common for the first time after reading of the Silver-studded Blues
there, and on that day an interest metamorphosed into an obsession.

I set up my Facebook group, Surrey Butterflies, to showcase my photos for friends
to enjoy, and this led to me being asked to establish Facebook and Twitter accounts for
our branch. However these are only as good as the content that is posted. Please do
contribute and share your experiences with those who may be just discovering a
fascination for butterflies. They are BC members of the future.

First Person Focus on a branch personality
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Branch Committee butterfly-conservation.org/surrey
Chair: David Gardner (first elected 2008)
Branch Contact: Malcolm Bridge (1999)
Conservation Adviser: Ken Willmott (1995)
County Butterfly Recorder: Harry Clarke (2013)
Editor of Surrey Skipper & Publicity Officer: Francis Kelly (2012)
Events Organiser: Phil Boys (2000)
Field trips Organiser: Mike Weller (1997)
Fundraising Officer: David Gradidge (1995)
Membership Secretary: Ken Owen (2015)
Moth Officer: Paul Wheeler (2006)
Transects Coordinator: Bill Downey
Treasurer: Peter Camber (2011)
Webmaster: Francis Kelly, assisted by Ken Owen
Wider Countryside Butterfly Survey Coordinator: Harry Clarke
Committee member: Geoff Eaton (2008)
Committee member: Clive Huggins (2014)

Moth Recorder: Graham Collins
BC Senior Regional Officer – South East: Steve Wheatley (Mar 2015)

Other Surrey contacts

©Surrey Skipper is published by Surrey & SW London branch of Butterfly Conservation,
a charity registered in England & Wales (254937) and Scotland (SCO39268).
Company limited by guarantee, registered in England (2206468). Tel 01929 400209
Registered office: Manor Yard, East Lulworth, Wareham, Dorset BH20 5QP
www.butterfly-conservation.org � Printed by Crown Design and Print, Aldershot

Email addresses are online HERE

http://butterfly-conservation.org/6815/Surrey-Committee.html


Awesome foursome
48 Surrey Skipper

Chalkhill Blues (females brown), Denbies Hillside. Nick Broomer

To visit butterfly-conservation.org/surrey
1 Download Quick Response Reader app.
2 Scan QR barcode (right) with smartphone/tablet.


