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Welcome to our Autumn Newsletter 

    

  

 
Contributions to our  
newsletters are always  
welcome. 
Please use the contact details 
below to get in touch!   

 

If you do not wish to receive 
our newsletter in the future, 
simply reply to this message 
with the  word ’unsubscribe’ in 
the title - thank you.  

http://www.facebook.com/bcscotland
http://www.twitter.com/BC_Scotland
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Dates for your Diary 
Scottish Members’ Day - Saturday, 7

th
 October 2017  

We are holding our 2017 Scottish Members’ Day at the Battleby Conference Centre, by 
Perth on Saturday 7

th
 October. We have an exciting programme lined up with great 

speakers and interesting talks as well as lots of stands to browse at lunchtime, so 
whether you have just joined or have been a member for many years, we are sure you 
will enjoy the day.  For more information and to book your place online go to 
www.butterfly-conservation.org/SMD17 
 
Forth Naturalist & Historian Conference—Saturday, 11th November 2017 
The Forth Naturalist & Historian Conference is an annual one day event held at Stirling 
University. This year it is held in conjunction with the Forth Inner Landscape Initiative 
and is entitled: Inner Forth - New Connections for Nature, History & People.  For more 
information go to http://www.fnh.stir.ac.uk  
 
Scottish Recorders’ Gathering – Saturday, 17

th
 March 2018 

For everyone interested in recording butterflies and moths, our Scottish Recorders’  
Gathering will be held at the Battleby Conference Centre, by Perth on Saturday, 17

th
 

March 2018.  All welcome - more details will follow in due course.   
 

BC events in Scotland 

Don’t forget to check out our website at www.butterfly-conservation.org/scotland as well 
as your local Branch website for up-to-date lists of fieldtrips, events etc: 

Highlands & Islands   – http://butterfly-conservation.org/313/highlands-and-islands-branch.html  
South West Scotland – http://butterfly-conservation.org/311/glasgow--sw-scotland-branch.html 
East Scotland             – http://butterfly-conservation.org/312/east-scotland-branch.html  
And of course Branch Facebook and Twitter pages too! 

 
Autumn Work Parties 

 
The following are the workparties currently organised for Autumn 2017.  We are always 
looking for volunteers to help!  
 
Tuesday, 3rd October - Craigmillar Castle Park, Edinburgh - Meadow Maintenance 
workparty.  For info see: https://butterfly-conservation.org/244-17521/craigmillar-castle-
park-meadow-maintenance-work-party.html 
 
Sunday, 8th October - Sergeantlaw Moss, Paisley.  Bog Squad work party - Scrub  
clearance & ditch damming.  For info see: https://butterfly-conservation.org/244-17496/
scotland-bog-squad-work-party-at-sergeantlaw-moss.html 
 
Sunday 8th October (& again on 11th October) - Carrick, near Kirkcudbright.   
Workparty to benefit Northern Brown Argus.  For info see: https://butterfly-
conservation.org/244-17639/south-west-scotland-workparty-for-the-northern-brown-
argus.html  
 
Sunday 22nd October - Wester Moss, Fallin.  Reserve workparty.  For info see: https://
butterfly-conservation.org/244-15357/wester-moss-work-party.html 
 

 

http://www.butterfly-conservation.org/SMD17
http://www.fnh.stir.ac.uk
http://www.butterfly-conservation.org/scotland
http://butterfly-conservation.org/313/highlands-and-islands-branch.html
http://butterfly-conservation.org/311/glasgow--sw-scotland-branch.html
http://butterfly-conservation.org/312/east-scotland-branch.html
https://butterfly-conservation.org/244-17521/craigmillar-castle-park-meadow-maintenance-work-party.html
https://butterfly-conservation.org/244-17521/craigmillar-castle-park-meadow-maintenance-work-party.html
https://butterfly-conservation.org/244-17496/scotland-bog-squad-work-party-at-sergeantlaw-moss.html
https://butterfly-conservation.org/244-17496/scotland-bog-squad-work-party-at-sergeantlaw-moss.html
https://butterfly-conservation.org/244-17639/south-west-scotland-workparty-for-the-northern-brown-argus.html
https://butterfly-conservation.org/244-17639/south-west-scotland-workparty-for-the-northern-brown-argus.html
https://butterfly-conservation.org/244-17639/south-west-scotland-workparty-for-the-northern-brown-argus.html
https://butterfly-conservation.org/244-15357/wester-moss-work-party.html
https://butterfly-conservation.org/244-15357/wester-moss-work-party.html
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S&W Branch Events 

Aberfoyle Work Party 14
th

 October – Volunteers wanted 

Further work is required to clear  
invasive Spruce and Rhododendron 
from Dun Dubh Wood, near  
Aberfoyle. This work is essential to 
protect the Blaeberry under storey 
in this beautiful Oak wood, which is 
home to the national rare Bilberry 
Pug and Beautiful Snout. Dun Dubh 
Wood is one of only two known 
breeding sites for the Beautiful 
Snout in Scotland. The work entails 
cutting down the Spruce and  
Rhododendron bushes and burning 

it to clear space for the Blaeberry and other native woodland plants, giving them an  
opportunity to regenerate.  
 
The event is organised for Saturday, 14

th
 October 2016, meeting in the Public Car Park in 

Aberfoyle at 10.00 am before moving to site for 10.30 start and running until 3.30pm. Tea, 
coffee and Chocolate Brownies, together with all necessary tools will be provided. Please 
bring wellies (or stout working boots) together with warm, waterproof clothing with you 
and a pack lunch and cold drinks if you require.  
 
Please contact Paul Mapplebeck on 01505 348024, mobile 07527 957835 or email  
paulm3@ntlworld.com for further details of the meeting etc., and availability of transport 
from Paisley, Glasgow and Stirling. 
 
 

A Date for Your Diary - 2018 Branch AGM 
 

 
 
The 2018 Branch AGM will take place on Saturday, 21

st
 April, at the Chatelherault  

Country Park Visitor Centre. The Meeting will run from 1.00 pm to 4.00pm approx. and 
include  two speakers. An optional butterfly walk is planned for the morning, weather  
permitting, when it is hoped we will see Commas among other spring butterflies. When 
available full details will be posted on Twitter, Facebook and our website. 

Paul Mapplebeck, Branch Chair 

 

mailto:paulm3@ntlworld.com
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Branch News 

South West Branch 
Dumfries & Galloway Sub-group 

FIELD TRIPS REPORT 2017 
Despite the inclement weather from mid-year, we managed two Field Trips this summer. 
This means  a 100% improvement on last year, when we only managed one! 

MABIE FOREST AND BIRKSHAW 
Mabie Forest on 14

th
 May produced an impressive showing of Pearl-bordered Fritillaries 

with over 75 counted, and hopefully the management work carried out in February will 
provide an increased area of habitat for them to continue to thrive. A  reasonable range of 
other species were also seen including Orange-tip (25+), Green-veined White, Peacock, 
Small Copper and Small Heath, as well as Wall Brown. Day flying moths included  
Speckled Yellow, Common Carpet, and 2 species of ‘micropterix’. 
 

Our next trip would have been to Birkshaw 
Forest, but this was the one that was  
cancelled (rain) although on a recce of the 
site the previous week 4 Small Skippers 
were seen; we’ll have to wait until next year 
to see if the Essex are still present.  

MOSSDALE 
With the unsettled conditions prevailing in 
July and August the Mossdale Trip was  
always going to be questionable, although 
for the brave 6 of us who turned up it turned 
out to be reasonably successful and, with our 
usual impeccable timing, it didn’t really start 
to pour down until we returned to the car 

                                                                       park.  
 
The target species was Scotch Argus; although not necessarily rare it makes a focus for 
this site which on a good day can be one of the most productive butterfly walks in the  
region. Being a disused railway track with poor or non-existent soil which excludes the 
more aggressive grasses, it has the appearance of  a linear meadow (or perhaps a  
reasonablish hedgerow, sorely lacking in D&G). 19 Scotch Argus were seen on this  
occasion, together with 41 Peacock, 9 Red Admirals, 2 Painted Ladies and 2 of the ever 
present Green-veined Whites.  
 
Prior to the Group Trip a couple of recces were made, with the advantage that we could 
choose the best day to venture out. These visits turned up 49 Scotch Argus and 71  
Peacocks, as well as Common Blue, Meadow Brown, Dark Green Fritillary and Small 
Heath.  On our group trip though, we were fortunate that one of the intrepid participants 
was Paul Cobb who travelled all the way down from Ayrshire, such is the reputation of  
either Mossdale and/or D&G. He has a special interest in Plant Galls and Leafmines, and 
despite the adverse conditions managed an impressive list of 3 gallwasp galls, 3 mite 
galls, 6 midge galls, 3 sawfly galls, 5 fly leafmines and 3 moth leafmines.  
 
Other more obvious invertebrates that have been regularly spotted on the route include a 
good range of Dragonflies such as Golden-ringed, Common Hawker, Common and Black 

The  Mabie Mob © Susan Woods 
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Branch News 

Darters, and the usual Blue (and red) Damselflies.  A bonus is that on sunny days adders 
are commonly (ish) to be seen basking by the side of the track. 
 
Another event that involved the group was mothing at the Biolblitz at Caerlaverock on  
August 12

th
. Nine traps in total were placed at various locations, producing a count of 743 

individual moths of 79 species, so nothing to grouse about with the results (thanks going 
to Alison Robertson, D&G Moth Recorder, for this info., collating lists and identifying the 
difficult ones). 
 
Finally, anyone who has been concentrating on the above paragraphs and sightings may 
have realised a somewhat worrying omission. No mention of Small Tortoiseshell on any 
of the trips and/or recces. It seems that very few have been seen in the area all year, and 
our own sightings amount to less than a dozen. Red Admirals however, seem to have 
been around most of the summer in good numbers (25 on our buddleia on 22

nd
 August). 

We await the figures from transects, butterfly counts and other monitoring schemes for 
2017 to see if these subjective observations are upheld on a national level.  
Richard Eagles & Susan Woods 
(dandgbutterflies@gmail.com) 

 

Highland Branch 
Interesting recent sightings in Highland: 
On August 28th a worn but still impressive Convolvulus 
Hawkmoth was seen by Brian Grant at Skye of Curr near 
Grantown on Spey. 
 
On August 30th Henry Farquhar in Lossiemouth saw 23 Red 
Admirals, 18 Peacocks, 2 Small Whites, 1 Large White and 
1 Small Tortoiseshell all on a Buddleia in his garden!! That 
got me thinking......what's the record number of butterflies 
seen on one Buddleia bush?!  Henry's record of 45  
butterflies of 5 species must surely take some beating. 
There's the challenge! 
 
 

 
 

  

 On September 3rd, this lovely Comma     
 was seen by Hilary Swift and Pete  
 Moore near Aberlour. This was the first  
 one I had seen in Highland and the first 
 record in the area since 2015! 
 
 Pete Moore, Highland Branch Chair 
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Moth Workshop Survey 

  
c 

Do you record Moths? Do you 

record Micros? Would you be 

interested in identification 

workshops? 

Click here to fill out the survey, so 

the classes can be tailored to your 

needs 

A Natural Talent Project 

Funded by Esmee Fairbairn Foundation 

@ Ian Lawrie 

@ Mo Richards 

@ John Knowler 

 

Workshops are being planned this coming winter with a 

particular focus on micros. If this sounds of interest to 

you, please follow the link below to complete the 

anonymous survey. It takes less than 5 minutes. 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfQlwhxw5N0pvezfnEtqqACBV6YFWPHvyVK-o4vTGl1NaiypA/viewform?c=0&w
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Project Updates 

Urban Butterfly Project 
New transect training opportunities! 

Have you ever wanted to set up a butterfly transect with a local group? Please get in 
touch! In March 2018 I will be running three workshops to train volunteers how to identify 
and record butterflies, and set up new transects or revive old ones.  
Contact Anthony McCluskey on amccluskey@butterfly-conservation.org 

 

Habitat creation and maintenance in Glasgow and Edinburgh – can you help? 

The Urban Butterfly Project is going to have a busy autumn and winter period in  
Edinburgh and Glasgow, with new volunteer opportunities. 

In Edinburgh I’ll be working at Craigmillar Castle Park to improve the grasslands for  
butterflies. On October 3

rd
 I’ll be there with a group of volunteers to remove the cut grass 

from one of the grasslands that we are working on to make it more rich in wildflowers for 
butterflies. This work will be followed up in spring with the planting of locally-grown  
wildflower plugs. Some of these may be grown at greenhouses and polytunnels at the 
Granton Hub at Granton, and at the Water of Leith Visitor Centre. 
 
In Glasgow I’ve continued the work with the Flower Power wildflower plant nursery in  
Pollok Country Park. We sowed some seeds in the summer and the plants are now ready 
for potting into larger containers or for planting outside.  
 
If you’re interested in helping with any of these work areas do get in touch with me: 
Anthony McCluskey amccluskey@butterfly-conservation.org 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                               
 

Flower Power Nursery 

mailto:amccluskey@butterfly-conservation.org
mailto:amccluskey@butterfly-conservation.org
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Project Updates 

Peatlands for People 
At the beginning of September, I joined the Stirling office as the new Project Officer on 
the Peatland Action Funded Bog Squad Project. I’ll be delivering the community  
engagement aspect of the project to raise awareness about the importance of peatland 
habitats at sites across Scotland. This will involve a wide range of events, talks and  
workshops with local communities and schools as well as collaborations with other 
groups and organisations. 
 
I have a varied background in nature conservation, having studied marine biology at the 
University of Glasgow before moving to Orkney to study a masters degree. In June 2016 I 
took a year out of work to travel around Scotland and build up experience in conservation 
by volunteering for a range of different organisations and projects. 
 
One of my placements was with the 

Flows to the Future Project, based in 

Sutherland, where I spent 3 months on 

the People Engagement Internship.  

Caithness and Sutherland encompass a 

large area of blanket peat bog known as 

the Flow Country, and this is where I  

developed skills in engaging with  

communities about peatland habitats 

through a range of different projects with 

schools, community groups and local art 

galleries/museums.  

 

Having grown up in Caithness, I’ve  
always had an appreciation for how special 
peatland habitats are and I feel very lucky to be able to continue working to raise  
awareness about their importance. I am a keen painter and interested in all things arts 
and heritage so I’m also looking forward to continuing to use my creative side to develop 
some new and exciting opportunities for the Bog Squad project.  
 
I’d be really keen to hear from anyone who has any ideas to share, would like to know 
more about the project or would like to lend a hand at a future event!  Please feel free to 
get in touch with me… 

Rebecca Crawford 
People for Peatlands Project Officer 
Email: rcrawford@butterfly-conservation.org  Tel: 01786 459811  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Example of peatlands engagement: school work-

shop - Sutherland 

mailto:rcrawford@butterfly-conservation.org
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Project Updates 
 

 

 

 

Come join the Bog Squad this autumn! 
The Bog Squad volunteers have returned to action this autumn with two work parties  
having already taken place at Lenzie Moss and Sergeantlaw Moss near Paisley. Five 
hectares of invasive scrub has been cleared in the two work parties which will help benefit 
species such as Green Hairstreak and Large Heath. More work parties are planned 
throughout the autumn and winter period including visits to new sites in the west, south 
 and east of Scotland. Details of October’s work parties can be found below. 
 

 

 

  The Bog Squad project is supported by Peatland Action  

 

 

 

Peatland news  



10 

Project Updates 

Lanarkshire’s Large Heaths and Mosses –  

restoring precious peatlands 

Work on our landscape-scale peatland restoration project in South Lanarkshire has  
recently begun with around 10 hectares of scrub being removed from Braehead Moss by 
contractors. Further restoration works will take place this autumn include the re-profiling 
of old peat hags at Braehead and brash clearance at Blacklaw Moss Wood.   

The project seeks to revive the fortunes of a series of important peatland sites clustered 
to the north of Lanark in South Lanarkshire. The Large Heath butterfly has been recorded 
on several of the mosses in the area, although little is known about how it is faring. As 
part of the project we are carrying out monitoring of the butterfly and its habitat to help 
ensure that our works are proving effective. We are also carrying out moth surveys of the 
mosses to help improve our knowledge of these under-recorded areas.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Lanarkshire’s Large Heaths and Mosses project is supported by EcoCoLIFE + and WREN's FCC Scot-
tish Action Fund (through the Scottish Landfill Communities Fund). 

 

 

 

Autumn Volunteer Work Parties 
Sunday 8 October: Sergeantlaw Moss, nr Paisley - Ditch-damming and scrub clearance 

Sunday 22 October: Wester Moss near Stirling – Scrub clearance 
Please get in touch with David Hill if you’re interested in helping out at any of the work 
parties dhill@butterfly-conservation.org 
 
 
For more information about Butterfly Conservation Scotland’s peatland restoration activities please 

visit: 

Our blog:  www.bogsquad.weebly.com  

Our website: www.butterfly-conservation.org/bogsquad  

Or contact David Hill at:  dhill@butterfly-conservation.org 

 

mailto:dhill@butterfly-conservation.org
http://www.bogsquad.weebly.com
http://www.butterfly-conservation.org/bogsquad
mailto:dhill@butterfly-conservation.org
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Conservation News 

A White Letter day                     

“It was shock and amazement, disbelieving, puzzlement, then over-excitement as the 
dawning realisation that what I was looking at was so, so special, looking around me, 
desperately wanting to tell someone what I had found.”  I had been here a few times  
before in my decade or so of Butterfly hunting in the Scottish Borders. Small Blues in 
2007, Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary in 2009 etc., in fact, it really does not matter to me 
how rare something might be, the excitement of seeing a first Orange-tip of any season 
can be just as frantically frenetic, running, which is a rarity these days, jumping, rarer, and 
giggling whilst swearing, quite loudly, as the butterfly outpaces me along a riverbank. 

August 9
th
 2017 was a quite memorable day. It was a beautiful August day with a slight 

breeze and full-on sunshine. A long walk ahead of me from Mordington on the Scottish 
English Border south past Edrington Mains and flower meadow, then down and over the 
Whiteadder and up to Paxton, stopping off at Paxton House for refreshment. I had tallied 
a few hundred Butterflies, Peacock, Red Admiral, Small Copper, Meadow Brown,  
Speckled Wood and many more, so I was already very happy with my day as it had been. 
I wandered from Paxton House down the towpath by the Tweed looking specifically for 
Comma. Comma are without doubt a favourite of mine, and I did find one, but a shoddy 
example, so I moved on a little further to a 
field edge near Finchy Sheil, a very  
athletic stones throw from the Border at 
Paxton Toll. This field edge always houses 
Comma hungry for Bramble flowers on the 
woodland edge. I just never found one 
though, so I continued very stubbornly not 
giving up. I spotted a small collection of 
Ragwort plants in flower down the field 
edge and decided that I had better take a 
look at them as Comma quite regularly 
nectar from them. I could see as I got  
closer to the collection of plants that there 
were no Comma, so slightly cursing when 
I noticed a very small beaten up Butterfly 
picking through one of the bright yellow 
flower heads. I immediately believed that it 
would be a Small Copper, and I persisted, 
for what seemed like an age, to believe 
that it cannot possibly be what I think it is. 
I muttered White-letter Hairstreak several 
times amid a few expletives, and with 
growing confidence began chanting loudly 
and wee bit manically “WHITE LETTER 
HAIRSTREAK, WHITE LETTER HAIR-
STREAK.” 
 
Once you find something like this, its very hard to let go. I could not leave, I really  
couldn’t, I was transfixed. I decided to spook the Butterfly into flight, up and away it went 
into the canopy of some nearby Pines. Feeling a bit guilty I wandered off to search for 
more, as you do. After about twenty minutes I could not resist the urge to look again to 
see if the White-letter Hairstreak had resumed feeding now that the Butterfly botherer had 
gone, and yes, it had resumed feeding. This time though I let it be. 
 

White-letter Hairstreak - Iain Cowe - Paxton Toll 9th August 
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I returned to Paxton, Finchy Shiel the very next day, armed with a little knowledge about 
how I may go about looking for more Butterflies. The White-letter Hairstreak spends most 
of its life up in the canopy of Elm, the food plant and quite often can be found in the  
canopy of Ash, Lime and Oak. On the field edge there were several Elm and a few Ash, 
so I settled down and studied the canopy for a good hour and more. As I stalked up and 
down the field edge I was aware of many other species such as Painted Lady, Peacock, 
Large White, Small Copper, Wall Brown…and yes..haha…White-letter Hairstreak…but 
disappointingly the very same one I had spotted the day before. My heart was in my 
mouth. This time the Butterfly was feeding quite happily among Bees, Wasps and other 
Butterfly species quite unperturbed on a large bunch of Slender Thistle. I made a further 
visit a few days after and could not relocate the Butterfly, though I got the feeling it would 
not have been far away.  

I like to think that I know a lot about the  
Butterfly fauna of the Eastern Borders having 
studied Butterflies now for 10 years and more, 
mostly within Berwickshire, it has to be said, 
though I would never profess to knowing all 
there is to know, as that simply cannot be done. 
But this White-letter Hairstreak I know little or 
nothing about. So I am beginning at the  
beginning with this one and it may take some 
time for any more evidence of the Butterflies 
presence within Scotland at breeding level, 
which would quite frankly be more astounding 
and exciting to prove. This can be done in  
winter searching for the tiny eggs that are laid 
by the females on the tips of the Elm trees…
yes I know…it won’t be easy. If evidence of 
breeding can be found, then the sky is the limit 
looking at new areas further afield. Just how 
widespread are these elusive little Butterflies?  
 

There have been only two previous records of 
the White-letter Hairstreak having been present 
in Scotland, one in 1859 (Lennon) Dumfries, 
and in 1884 Sandbank, Dunoon (William  
Watson) in an article written for the Glasgow 

Natural History Society. (George Thomson, The Butterflies of Scotland). Since then very 
little and nothing is known about the Butterfly and its status within Scotland. 
 
It has been thought for some time that this species may appear in the south of Scotland 
as it has increased its range northwards, especially on the eastern side of the UK as far 
as Rothbury, North Northumberland. 

So it’s all to play for. Watch this space for further developments. 

Iain Cowe 

  ___________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

White-letter Hairstreak on the 10th - Iain Cowe 
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Another New Moth for Mull                                     (by Barry Prater) 

While setting up some light traps on Mull in a damp clearing within a conifer plantation I 
disturbed a small moth, managed to net it (quite unusual for me) and took it back to where 
we stay for inspection. It was not a moth I thought I'd seen before and it looked quite  
distinctive but searching in Sterling & Parsons and on line proved fruitless so I was  
puzzled. Then a flash of inspiration - could it be one of the macros which masquerades as 
a micro just to fool us? Almost immediately I knew - it was a Marsh Oblique-barred and at 
least I was right that I'd never seen this one before. 
 
A small flurry of emails between me, Alan Skeates (Moth Recorder for VC103 which  
includes Mull) and Roy Leverton quickly confirmed the identification and also that it was 
new for the VC and, of course, for Mull. My excitement continued into the next day, as  
another individual appeared at one of my traps and I disturbed a third from the ground. 
Two of the moths are in the rather poor photos which were the best I could get in the  
circumstances. 
 
Although I knew of this moth and that it was pretty scarce I hadn't realised just how limited 
was the distribution of records, particularly in Scotland where it is mostly a western  
species - looking at the maps on the East Scotland website the only sites from the  
Hebrides with records are a few from Rum and South Uist and all these are post-2000.  
The habitat where I found the moths appears unremarkable and is probably widespread 
on the island and elsewhere and so one might ask "why the scarcity of records?"  
However, the moth's small size and its cunning disguise as a possible micro have  
probably contributed to the lack of sightings. Maybe more significant is that despite being 
known in Britain since 1850, the larval foodplant(s) are yet to be discovered and so they 
could be a limiting factor in its distribution. 
 
The site and nearby areas hold a superb range of moths, including the only known Mull 
colony of Rannoch Brindled Beauty (discovered in 2015) and a thriving population of 
Ringed Carpet, along with Great Brocade, Saxon and Silvery Arches. 
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Rearing Emperor Moth – A Delayed Success 
Two years ago I wrote about finding four Emperor Moth caterpillars on our hillside, then 
rearing them in the hope of photographing the freshly emerged adults the next spring. 
That seemed a reasonable expectation, but it was not to be fulfilled. No moths emerged in 
spring 2016. The pupae were still alive, but all four had decided (if that’s the right word) to 
overwinter a second time. Such a habit is well-known for this species, particularly in  
Scotland. Perhaps it is an insurance against a poor northern spring that could wipe out a 
whole population of adults and eggs. After all, in such a strong and intricately constructed 
cocoon, any pupa that had survived one winter should have a good chance of surviving 
another. This strategy is remarkable, but clearly the sums add up, else they would not do 
it. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
So it was not until 13 May 2017 that the female pupa finally produced a moth. My daily 
check found her newly emerged, in perfect condition. Although the weather was warm, 
the south-easterly breeze carried a slight haar from the cold North Sea, but by early  
afternoon conditions had improved enough for my Empress to attract a mate. I hadn’t yet 
seen any male Emperors on the hillside, though they must surely be out by now. 
 
So off we went, the moth and I, back to the heathery hillside where I’d found her as a  
caterpillar nearly two years before.  Selecting a suitably sheltered but open spot proved 
difficult. The breeze was gusty and capricious, causing the heather to bow and sway. 
Even in the lee of gorse bushes it swirled and eddied. This would be hopeless for  
photography. I tried several different places before finding a slight hollow that was  
relatively calm. 
 
The Empress seemed happy enough with my choice of bridal suite. She immediately  
began to extrude her scent gland, releasing the pheromones that any suitor within range 
downwind would find irresistible. We both waited patiently for some considerable time, 

Emperor Moth female, reared 13 May 2017 from caterpillar found 19 July 

2015, Ordiquhill, Banffshire.  Photo: Roy Leverton 
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with no reward. By now the weather was turning cooler and more cloudy. The spells of 
sunshine became shorter and less frequent. To relieve the tedium I wandered off to look 
for micros in the heather, returning to check on her at regular intervals. Still no luck -  
perhaps we should call it a day and try again tomorrow? I gave her a few more minutes, 
more in hope than expectation, but when I returned there was a mated pair. Her  
pheromones had worked their magic. She had pulled a small but brightly coloured male, 
quite a toy boy in comparison to her matronly size and bulk. They made a lovely couple!  
 
Now it was my task to get the wedding photographs. This was easier said than done. The 
fickle breeze was still causing problems, frequently catching a wing and making it quiver. 
The moths themselves often adjusted their positions slightly, just as I was about to press 
the shutter. Inevitably, depth of field issues arose when trying to get both moths  
aesthetically in focus at the same time. On top of that, the darker male ideally needed a 
different exposure setting from his much paler partner, necessitating a compromise. And 
the light was constantly changing as clouds raced across the sun.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Predictably, most shots were wasted (expensive when you are using film). In fact, I’ve 
been trying to photograph mating Emperors since 1989 and have never been fully  
satisfied with the result. At best, each attempt has been a slight improvement on previous 
efforts. And so it proved this time. Here’s the pick of a very mixed bunch – my first  
six-eyespot shot, albeit with one an underside. In theory, eight visible eyespots can be 
achieved. Maybe my wonderful new digital camera will deliver that for me, if I ever figure 
out how to use all those knobs, dials and menus... 
 
A little over a month later I came across a batch of 41 second-instar Emperor caterpillars, 
not far from where I’d left the reared female. Were they hers? Impossible to tell, but it 
would be nice to think so. 
 
Roy Leverton 
 

 

Emperor Moth mated pair, 13 May 2017, reared female and wild male, Ordiquhill, Banffshire.  

Photo: Roy Leverton 
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Big Butterfly Count Results 

Scotland’s Results 2017 
Butterfly numbers during big butterfly count 2017 reached a new low in Scotland with 
just six individuals of the 20 target species being seen on average per count, down from 8 
per count in 2016. However, there was some good news and species faring well included 
the Red Admiral, which increased fourfold on 2016, the Peacock (up 89% on 2016) and 
the Comma, all of which and reached their highest levels in Scotland since big butterfly 
count 2014. The Comma has spread rapidly northwards through Scotland since the turn 
of the century. 

The Speckled Wood, on the other hand, which has also become much more widespread 
in Scotland over recent decades, fell back on the large increase recording in 2016. It was 
down 35% on 2016, but still above the levels recorded in 2015 and 2014. The other 
‘browns’ did poorly too, with Meadow Brown down 44% and Ringlet by 54% year-on-year. 
Small Copper numbers were also down in Scotland (by 47% compared with 2016), which 
was the opposite of the trend recorded in the three other UK countries. 

There was a mixed picture for the ‘whites’, with the Large White and Small White  
increasing slightly (by 12% and 13% respectively), but Green-veined White numbers  
tumbling (54% decrease on 2016). Small Tortoiseshell numbers held level with 2016 and 
more were seen on average per count than in England or Wales. 
 
Scotland’s top 10 in 2017 were: 
 
1. Small White 

2. Green-veined White 

3. Ringlet 

4. Small Tortoiseshell 

5. Meadow Brown 

6. Large White 

7. Red Admiral 

8. Six-spot Burnet 

9. Speckled Wood 

10. Common Blue 

For full results of Big Butterfly Count 2017 go to www.bigbutterflycount.org 
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Red Admiral - A Macpherson 
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