
Marsh Mallow Moth
Hydraecia osseola hucherardi
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Conservation status
Priority Species in UK Biodiversity Action Plan. 
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The Marsh Mallow Moth, also known as the Giant Ear, was only 
discovered in Britain as recently as 1951. It was first found at 
Hailsham, East Sussex, but was last seen there in 1952. It is 
currently confined to a few sites in Kent and on the Kent/Sussex 
border. The English name refers to the sole larval foodplant used 
by the moth - the Marsh Mallow Althaea officinalis. The name 
‘Hydraecia’ means ‘water-dwelling’, in reference to the damp 
areas inhabited by this and other members of the genus, 
and the species name ‘osseola’ means ‘of bone’, referring 
to the background wing coloration.

Foodplants
The larvae feed on Marsh Mallow Althaea officinalis.

Habitat
The species is associated with the margins of ditches on grazing levels, 
river banks, and marshy places where the foodplant grows.

Life cycle
The species is single-brooded. The eggs are laid in September either on or near 
the foodplant. The larvae hatch in May the following year and bore into a growing 
shoot of the foodplant. They gradually work their way down to the rootstock, 
feeding here until they emerge in July and form a pupa in the soil among the roots.  
The adults fly at night from late August to early October.
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u Heavy grazing of ditch-side vegetation 
by livestock should be avoided, and wide 
uncut headlands should be left along field 
margins in fields adjacent to watercourses.  
Temporary electric fencing is 
recommended as a means of 
controlling the distribution of grazing.

u Wide-scale dredging of water courses 
and regrading of ditch banks should be 
avoided. Similarly, bank-side mowing 
should be limited in scale where possible.  
Such operations should be small-scale 
and on rotation over a number of years.

Please contact Butterfly Conservation 
if the species is suspected to be 
present on a site.

How to survey/monitor
The best methods are searching the foodplant
and surrounding area for adults by torchlight
after dark, and light-trapping for adults.

top Marsh Mallow, the larval foodplant
bottom Ideal habitat often occurs along
drainage ditches

Habitat management for the Marsh Mallow Moth

The overall aim is to maintain a continual supply of the foodplant Marsh Mallow.

This leaflet has been sponsored by the Department for
Environment, Food and Rural Affairs. Details of Defra's

Environmental Stewardship Scheme can be found at
www.defra.gov.uk/erdp/schemes/es/default.htm

The scheme includes Higher Level Stewardship, 
which supports management for targeted 

butterflies, moths and other biodiversity.
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