
Adult record from 2000 onwards

Sloe Carpet
Aleucis distinctata
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The Sloe Carpet is a medium-sized grey moth with a darker band across 
the forewing and white spots on the abdomen. It has always had a restricted
distribution in Britain, being found south and east of a line from south 
Suffolk to the New Forest. In recent years it appears to have become 
very scarce away from its core populations in east Essex.

Foodplants
Larvae feed exclusively on Blackthorn Prunus spinosa. There is no evidence that
they will utilise closely related species such as Bullace P. domestica ssp. insititia.

Habitat
Most observations of the moth have been from sites where the Blackthorn 
grows completely unconstrained by management. Hedgerows supporting strong
colonies of the moth in Essex were as much as 4 metres high and 7 metres thick.
Other strong colonies occur where the Blackthorn grows as dense thickets.
Almost all colonies have been located away from calcareous soils.

It has been suggested that the moth is associated with young suckers in the 
New Forest, Hampshire, but this observation has not been noted elsewhere.

Life cycle
The species is single-brooded. The eggs are laid in April and May and the larva 
develops between mid-May and early July. Pupation takes place in a cocoon 
spun amongst leaf litter or in loose soil and the moth overwinters in this state. 
The adult emerges in late March during mild springs and can fly to mid-May in 
cold springs but peak numbers can be found in mid-to late April, depending upon
the site and the season. Adults are traditionally searched for on or around the 
foodplant by torchlight although they do, on occasion, come to light traps; 
perhaps with a preference for actinic light.

Conservation status
Section 41 (NERC Act, 2006)
Priority Species in UK Biodiversity Action Plan.
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Habitat management for the Sloe Carpet

Blackthorn scrub should be retained wherever
possible, with a dynamic, suckering leading
edge. If scrub control is required for other
management priorities, it should be carried
out on the basis of removing whole blocks,
whilst leaving other areas untouched, rather
than cutting back the leading edge around
the whole area. Such management will also
benefit other species such as the Nightingale
Luscinia megarhynchos.

How to survey/monitor
Perhaps easiest to find at the adult stage
although it is not particularly strongly attracted
to light. The best chance of success will 
be obtained by setting light traps (perhaps
particularly actinic light) in suitable habitat 
and then searching all suitable bushes with
torchlight and net whilst the light trap is
running. Nights with a minimum temperature
of 6°C should be chosen when possible.
The appearance of Blackthorn blossom is
considered to be a good guide to when
adults emerge. 

Larvae can be beaten from the foodplant in
June and early July but this is unlikely to be
productive unless a strong colony is present.
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The Sloe Carpet seems to be intolerant of hedgerow management, even if carried out on a rotation over 2-3 years. 
Preferred management of hedgerows would therefore be a policy of non-intervention. If management of hedgerows
is essential then cutting sections over as long a rotation as possible should be aimed for.

top Unmanaged Blackthorn scrub 
in the New Forest
middle/bottom Habitat at Old Hall Marshes
RSPB reserve in Essex which supports 
a strong population of Sloe Carpet


