
 
 

Welcome to our Summer Newsletter 
 
Contributions to our newsletters are always welcome – please contact Shona at 
sgreig@butterfly-conservation.org or the postal address below.  If you do not wish to 
receive our newsletter in the future, simply reply to this message with the word 
‘unsubscribe’ in the title – thank you. 
 
Scotland Team (Paul Kirkland, Tom Prescott, Shona Greig, Sara Green and Ami 
Crozier) 
Butterfly Conservation Scotland 
Balallan House, Allan Park, Stirling, FK8 2QG   
t:    01786 447753 
e:   scotland@butterfly-conservation.org     
w:  www.butterfly-conservation.org/scotland 
 

Join us on Facebook!   
By joining us on Facebook, you can keep up to date with the latest news and 
sightings! Send us your photos and let us know what’s going on where you are and 
cheer up your newsfeed and compare notes with others passionate about 
butterflies, moths and the natural world!  Be friends with us at 
www.facebook.com/bcscotland  
 
Scottish Birdfair 2014 
The third annual Scottish Birdfair was held on the 10th/11th May this year and Butterfly 
Conservation Scotland were there.  We had a lovely weekend meeting visitors and 
enjoying the stalls, workshops and talks.  A big thank-you to all our volunteers for 
your time, enthusiasm and goodwill – it was very much appreciated!  
 
Royal Highland Show 2014 
We also had a stand at this year’s Royal Highland Show, courtesy of RSPB - thank-
you!  We had a great four days meeting some of the many visitors to the Show, 
including Paul Wheelhouse, Minister for the Environment and Climate Change, who 
dropped in for a chat.  Our live moths and fat Emperor caterpillars proved a big hit 
with the public! 
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Dates for your Diary 
 

Moth Night 2014 (3rd to 5th July) 
Moth Night(s) will take place this weekend on 3rd to 5th July and the theme this year is 
Woodland Moths. The aim of Moth Night is to raise awareness of moths among the 
general public, and also to target particular species.  The full results of Moth Night 
will be published in the journal Atropos.  Check for local moth events at 
www.mothnight.info 
 

 
It’s not long now until our Big Butterfly Count kicks off again.  This year it runs from 
19th July to 10th August.  Just pop outside on a sunny day and count butterflies and 
moths for 15 minutes and record your sightings online.  See 
www.bigbutterflycount.org  
 
Burnet Moth Conference, Tobermory, Mull - 17th-21st September 2014 
The XIV International Symposium on Zygaenidae is being hosted in Tobermory on 
the island of Mull this September – see more in Conservation News below. 
 
Scottish Members’ Day – Saturday, 4th October 2014 
Our annual Scottish Members’ Day will be held at the Battleby Conference Centre, by 
Perth on Saturday, 4th October 2014.  More information will follow in due course. 
Please note Change of Date – the date for this event has changed to avoid a 
clash with the Ryder Cup! 
 
BC events in Scotland 
Don’t forget to check out our website at www.butterfly-conservation.org/scotland as 
well as your local Branch website for up-to-date lists of fieldtrips, events etc: 
Highlands & Islands –  www.highland-butterflies.org.uk 
South West Scotland –  www.southwestscotland-butterflies.org.uk 
East Scotland –   www.eastscotland-butterflies.org.uk 
 

 

Branch News 

East Branch 
We're in the thick of the recording season for both butterflies and moths, so 
information is trickling in as and when those in the field have time to sit at a desk. 
The indications are that this is developing into a rather good year. 
 
Land Use Strategy 
The Scottish Government is committed to developing a Land Use Strategy (LUS) 
which it is hoped will help guide thinking about the use of our land bearing in mind 
the three key aspects of sustainability - economics, environment and communities.  

http://www.mothnight.info/
http://www.bigbutterflycount.org/
http://www.butterfly-conservation.org/scotland
http://www.highland-butterflies.org.uk/
http://www.southwestscotland-butterflies.org.uk/
http://www.eastscotland-butterflies.org.uk/
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All high level, strategic stuff, but with important implications for wildlife. There are two 
pilot studies underway at present - one in Aberdeenshire, the other in the Scottish 
Borders. The LUS will be developed building on the results from these pilots. More 
details on the LUS can be found here: 
<http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Environment/Countryside/Landusestrategy>  
There are indications from the Scottish Borders pilot that biodiversity will take a back 
seat in formulating the strategy and that farming, forestry and other major interests 
will dominate the thinking. It is therefore important that BC and other conservation 
organisations continue to press the case for wildlife. 
 
Butterfly ID day at Vogrie Country 
Park 
Colin Whitehead led a hugely successful 
identification day on 11 May - not only 
did we have 23 people attend, most 
stayed on after the classroom session 
and lunch, and were rewarded with 
sunshine and butterflies so they could 
put their new knowledge to the test. 
 
 

 

 
Butterfly and Moth Atlases 
A reminder that 2014 is the final year in the current five-year period of butterfly atlas 
recording. The branch website has some excellent maps which show where the 
distribution gaps are, so do look at these and get out to your local spots where you 
should be able to do some useful recording: 
http://eastscotland-butterflies.org.uk/butterflydistribution.html 
And as we move towards the completion of the Moths Atlas (to be based on records 
up to 2016) there are plenty of under-recorded 10km squares across the branch area 
and many keen moth-ers have plans in hand to improve the situation. Once again, 
there are some super maps for guidance on the website: 
http://eastscotland-butterflies.org.uk/mothtarget10ks.html 
Barry Prater 
 

Borders News 
At long last the Green Hairstreak has been located in VC81 (Berwickshire) by Ewan 
Munro - and at more than one site in the NW corner of the VC. This relatively remote 
and little-studied area is also providing some good moth records, such as the Small 
Purple-barred. 
 
The Large Skipper is consolidating its position in 
the area with plenty of coastal records as well as 
some well inland. There is plenty of suitable habitat 
for this relatively unfussy grassland species, so let's 
hope that its spread continues. 
 
There has even been a report of a Brimstone 
butterfly in Peeblesshire, but a confirmatory 
photograph is still awaited for this species! 
 
                                                                                                                                Large Skipper – Barry Prater 

 

Vogrie Country Park event – Barry Prater 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Environment/Countryside/Landusestrategy
http://eastscotland-butterflies.org.uk/butterflydistribution.html
http://eastscotland-butterflies.org.uk/mothtarget10ks.html
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There seems no end to the discovery of good moths in the area. So far this year 
these have included Oak Beauty, Scallop Shell, Ruddy Highflyer and Clouded 
Magpie. 
 

           
 
 
 
 
 

 
         

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Events across the region are now underway - there was an excellent day at Paxton 
House in 1 June, led by Iain Cowe. The weather was kind, we saw most of the 
butterflies we were looking for (Wall, Orange-tip, etc) and in the afternoon around 35 
adults and children enjoyed some butterfly-themed activities indoors after exploring 
the woods and seeing the contents of a moth trap, which included the obligatory 
Poplar Hawk-moth.  

 
Paxton House event – Barbara Prater 

Oak Beauty – Richard Bramhall (Innerleithen) 

Scallop Shell – Malcolm Lindsay (Gordon Moss) 

Ruddy Highflyer – Barry Prater (Drone Moss) 

Clouded Magpie – Philip Hutton (Newcastleton) 
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All 
 
All our branch events are detailed on the website and it's worth checking for any last 
minute changes, just in case............ 
Barry Prater 
 

Fife News 
Moth Atlas 
Earlier this year, Fife enthusiast Gerald Lincoln wrote an article urging fellow Fife 
moth recorders to get out and explore under-recorded 10km squares for the 
forthcoming Moth Atlas update in 2018.  It is early days yet, but already we are 
seeing the fruits of this effort.  Some areas had a really low base-line and so it has 
not been difficult to increase the number of species records – just turning up to count 
a few day-flying moths has been enough to double the score!  In some cases, moth-
ers are co-opting the gardens of friends and family that would never otherwise have 
been involved. Other squares have a healthy number of species gathered over the 
years, but on closer examination, we could see that recording had always taken 
place at around the same time of year. Therefore the 
coverage here could be increased by extending visits 
to include different months.  A couple of great 
instances of this have been demonstrated by a 
relative newcomer to mothing, Ali Shuttleworth.   
 
He has embraced the challenge with enthusiasm and 
has arranged regular access to Falkland Palace 
orchard and gardens, and has also increased the 
trapping effort in Cullaloe Local Nature Reserve near 
Aberdour.  As well as gathering a more 
representative list of species, Ali has also come 
across some rarities that we might not otherwise 
have known about: this Figure of Eighty from 
Cullaloe is just one example.  
 
This experience is being repeated across the county and we have been able to 
provide a number of traps, batteries and generators on loan, to facilitate the 
increased efforts. I look forward to receiving lots of new 10km square records as the 
seasons’ progress.  Not only is this a fun exercise, but it is also gives us important 
information about species distribution and allows a clearer picture for the Atlas. 
 
New and Re-discovered Sites 
Last year, while investigating rumours of fritillaries on the west facing slopes of 
Bishop Hill, overlooking Loch Leven in Kinross-shire, I came across a most 
unexpected Northern Brown Argus.  At the same time I noted that there was 
extensive Blaeberry in the area and I wondered if there might be Green Hairstreak 
around as well. They had not been recorded here previously, but I thought there 
should be a good chance as the habitat looks right.  I returned this year, rather later 
than I had hoped, at the tail end of the Green Hairstreak flight season and after about 
an hour’s search I found a single, tired and tatty specimen. Along with resident Dark 

Change of date for Tima Water field trip to see the Scotch Argus butterfly 
This event will now take place on Saturday 16th August; all other details are unchanged. 

Contact is Sarah Eno saraheno@riseup.net 
(This change was necessary because the Tour o' the Borders cycle event is on the original date 
and roads in the area will be closed) 

saraheno@riseup.net%20
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Green Fritillaries and the still rumoured Small Pearl-bordered Fritillaries, this is 
turning out to be an exciting site and we hope to engage local butterfly recorders to 
carry out regular surveys or perhaps set up a transect to establish the extent of these 
colonies. 
 
Having found Green Hairstreak as a result of looking for Fritillaries, the boot was on 
the other foot on Benarty Hill in Fife, overlooking the villages of Ballingry and 
Lochore  to the south.  We have had a number of excursions to Benarty Hill over the 
years looking for Green Hairstreak amongst the carpets of Blaeberry and it was only 
two years ago that one was found almost by chance. But the point is, during the 
many disappointing visits, I could see small areas of wet grassland, rich with thistles 
and the promise of violets and I determined to return to look for fritillaries at the 
appropriate time of year.  It was only this year that I eventually found the time and 
sure enough, I found Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary scattered over a fairly wide area, 
following the small burns that criss-cross the otherwise dry hillside.  Although there 
are no previous records for the site in our database, I did find a single 23 year old 
record in the local records centre.  
 
It is always great to find something new but particularly rewarding when you find what 
you deduced might be there. 
 
Conservation Success 
I was visiting my mother near Nairn on the 
occasion of her 87th birthday on mid-summer 
day and took the opportunity to set a moth trap 
in her garden.  It was a mild night, but the 
drizzle that had been falling on and off during 
the day continued through the night.  
Nevertheless, the final count was around 70 
species including a new one for me, the Poplar 
Grey.   
 
 
However, much more exciting is the reappearance of what I thought had been lost.  
In last summer’s e-news, I mentioned that my evil brother had cut down the only 
Laburnum tree on my mother’s property and with it went a colony of Leucoptera 
laburnella. I had subsequently planted a replacement in another part of the garden, 
raked up all the leaf litter I could find and deposited it at the foot of the new tree. I did 
not have high hopes, but was delighted this year to find numerous leaf-mines and 
cocoons on “my” tree.  There are no other Laburnum within at least half a mile and so 
I don’t see where these could have come from other than the old leaves I had 
gathered.  Regardless of other possibilities, I am claiming this as my own personal 
conservation success! 
Duncan Davidson 

  
 

Poplar Grey – Duncan Davidson 

Laburnum leafmine – Duncan Davidson Laburnum cocoon – Duncan Davidson 
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Butterfly & Moth Highlights 
 
Marsh Fritillary on Tiree! 
Marsh Fritillary has been having a fine season with good numbers of adults being 
seen at a number of sites, particularly on Islay, Lismore and parts of mainland Argyll.  
The most exciting news was the discovery of the butterfly on Tiree, where it was last 
seen in the 1950’s.  The butterfly was first spotted by a pupil of Tiree Primary School 
whilst out on a field trip with local RSPB officer John Bowler.  John returned to the 
site the following day when.... 
“There were adult Marsh Fritillaries all over the place! I counted at least 50 adults 
including mating pairs in 3 areas sampled in different km squares over 1 hour!” 

 
 

 
It has also been a remarkable year for Narrow-bordered Bee Hawk-moth whose 
larvae share the same foodplant as Marsh Fritillary; devil’s-bit scabious.  The moth 
has been seen at many new sites especially in the Highlands, including the first 
record from Skye followed closely by the second.   
Tom Prescott 
 

 
    
 

Marsh Fritillary on Tiree – John Bowler 

Narrow-bordered Bee Hawkmoth – Terry Swainbank – Ard Dorch, Skye (15 June) 
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An Island Gem! 
This very scarce migrant moth, the Gem, 
was discovered at Glass Aird, Colonsay on 
the 12th June - looks as though it might be a 
good year for migrants! 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
Blomer’s Rivulet in Scotland - An Update 
On 14 June 2013, Mary Eagleson, as part of a BC Highland branch field trip, found a 
Blomer’s Rivulet at Lochaline on the Morvern peninsular. This was accepted as the 
first record of this species for Scotland. 

 
 

 

Blomer’s Rivulet – Mary Eagleson 

Gem – David Jardine 
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Another branch field trip was organised for the following June, 2014, to confirm the 
presence of Blomer’s Rivulet in the area and if possible get an idea of how numerous 
and how widespread it was.  
 
On 21 June 2014, five mothtraps were run overnight near Lochaline - all near to wych 
elms, the foodplant of Blomer's Rivulet. Continuous woodland runs along both 
western and eastern shores of Loch Aline so three traps were set on the western 
side and two traps on the eastern side. The Blomer’s Rivulet seen last year was at 
the southern tip of the western side woodland.  
 
The following morning, an actinic set close to where Blomer’s was seen last year 
mysteriously had no moths in it at all. However, an MV trap 800m further along the 
western shore woodland held 20 Blomer’s and an MV trap a further 900m along (i.e. 
1.7km from last year’s site) held 10 Blomer’s.  
 
The two traps on the eastern side of the loch held no Blomer’s, which was surprising. 
One MV trap on the east side was just 500m from the site of last year’s record, albeit 
on the opposite side of the loch.  
 

Further trapping will be required to understand 
the full extent of Blomer’s in the Lochaline area. 
However, this year’s trip has confirmed the 
presence of Blomer’s in this area and learned 
that there is a healthy but probably quite 
restricted population of Blomer’s Rivulet at 
Lochaline. The numbers of wych elm within the 
woodland seem to dwindle as one moves 
northwards along the shore, which may 
account for the lower numbers seen in the 
more northerly MV trap. But with 20 and 10 
individuals within the two traps respectively, it 
was one of the most numerous species of moth 
in the traps. 
 
Amazingly, around the time of this visit to 
Lochaline, Julie Stoneman and Doug Gilbert 
discovered Blomer’s Rivulet whilst moth-
trapping at Invermoriston – 65 miles away from 
Lochaline!! This surprise discovery of a second 
site brings into focus the question of how long 
Blomer’s Rivulet has been in Scotland – has it 
simply been overlooked and now discovered by 
chance or is it spreading and increasing in 
numbers? 

 
Further targeted trapping of areas of wych elm, especially in the west of Scotland, 
should add more pieces to the Blomer’s Rivulet puzzle! 
Pete Moore 
 
Mythical moth found 
Ethmia pyrausta, one of the UK’s rarest moths which has only been spotted a handful 
of times since its discovery in the 19th century has been seen for the first time in good 
numbers at a known site in Easter Ross.   
 
 

Blomer’s Rivulet – Julie Stoneman 
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The moth was first discovered in Northern Scotland in 1853 and wasn’t seen again 
for around 150 years.  It was first discovered on the banks of the River Shin and then 
rediscovered in 1996 in the Cairngorms. Single specimens were also found at Loch 
Vrotachan in Aberdeenshire in 2001, near Loch Morie in 2008 and on the slopes of 
Ben Griam Mor in 2012.  So the discovery 
of 15 adults over a five week period by 
Nigel Richards is truly remarkable.  
“Before now there has never been any 
evidence that Ethmia pyrausta has been 
breeding in the UK, but the discovery of so 
many adult moths in one location is highly 
significant. I haven’t given up on looking 
for the caterpillars, which may well be 
feeding on Alpine Meadow-rue, a plant 
found in the higher parts of the estate and 
one it’s known to feed on at confirmed 
breeding sites in Europe.” 
Tom Prescott 
 
 
 

Conservation News 
 
Bog Squad News    
A dam-tastic day at Langlands Moss and a new discovery at Lockshaw Moss! 
 
The Butterfly Conservation Bog Squad had a great start to the summer. In April the 
project was officially launched by MSP Aileen Campbell, who is the Large Heath 
Species Champion, at Langlands Moss Local Nature Reserve in South Lanarkshire. 
The event received some media attention with an article in the Scotland on Sunday 
and great support from the Friends of Langlands Moss.  
 
So where better to start with a first work party than Langlands Moss and  we 
inaugurated our hammers, saws and loppers on a fine Saturday in May and built 5 
vital dams in a so far unblocked main ditch in the West corner of the Moss – the 
results were visible only 9 days later, see photo bottom right! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ethmia pyrausta – Nigel Richards 

(Left) Volunteer team at Langlands Moss in front of our very first dam at Langlands Moss (by Sara Green). (Right) The same 
ditch at Langlands Moss - Only 9 days later, a lot of water has already built up behind the dams – good news! (by Tam Stewart). 
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Following this, we started a series of work parties that incorporate Large Heath 
surveys. Our first was on Lockshaw Moss SSSI, a Forestry Commission site in Fife 
(between Alloa and Dunfermline). The day included cutting of Rhododendron bushes, 
as well as walk over surveys to look for Large Heath butterflies. However we hardly 
had stepped onto the Moss when the first Large Heath butterfly crossed our path. 
Thanks to Callum - our 'young legs' - the butterfly was netted and identified - 
success! This is the first record of Large Heath butterflies on Lockshaw Moss, which 
are rare occurrences in Fife in general and have only been recorded on one other 
site.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Now we are looking forward to repeating this success over the summer on our other 
sites. Our summer programme is as follows:  
 
05th July - Removing Rhododendron and Large Heath Survey at Blairbeich Bog   
                 SSSI (in West Dunbartonshire) 
 

12th July - Removing Birch Trees and Large Heath survey at Dun Moss (in Fife) 

 
20th July - Removing Birch trees and Large Heath Survey at Cander Moss SSSI   
                 (in South Lanarkshire) 

2nd Aug. - Removing Birch saplings and Large Heath Survey at Braehead Moss 
                SSSI/SAC (in South Lanarkshire) 
 
All workparties start on site at 10am and finish at 3pm. We do offer transport from our 
Stirling office. 
 
You are very welcome to join us. To see what the Bog Squad have been up to and 
for more information about the work parties, locations and what to bring, please see 
our blog at www.bogsquad.weebly.com 
 
To sign up for a work party or if you have any queries, comments - just drop me an 
email: sgreen@butterfly-conservation.org or call 01786 447753  
Sara Green 

 

 

 

(Left) First record of Large Heath butterflies on Lockshaw Moss. (Right) Cutting Rhododendron on Lockshaw Moss. 

http://bogsquad.weebly.com/work-locations.html
http://bogsquad.weebly.com/work-locations.html
http://bogsquad.weebly.com/work-locations.html
http://bogsquad.weebly.com/work-locations.html
http://bogsquad.weebly.com/work-locations.html
http://bogsquad.weebly.com/work-locations.html
http://www.bogsquad.weebly.com/
mailto:sgreen@butterfly-conservation.org


12 
 

Want to know more about Burnet Moths? 
Then you are in luck as Tobermory is hosting the XIV International Symposium on 
Zygaenidae (Burnet moths) between 17th - 21st September 2014.  Around fifty 
Burnet moth enthusiasts from around the world are expected to attend.  The 
programme is still being drawn up but on the Thursday and Friday we will be based 
at Glengorm where there will be specialised presentations on many aspects of 
Burnet moths including taxonomy, systematics, genetics, physiology, ecology and 
conservation with a field trip on the Saturday.   

The final day of the conference, on Sunday, will be based in Aros Hall in Tobermory.  
It will focus on UK studies, particularly the conservation of Scottish species, as the 
country is home to six species of burnet moth, five of which are endemic ie they 
occur nowhere else in the world!    

For more information or if you are interested in attending all or part of the conference 
please either contact Tom (details above) or Mark Young m.young@abdn.ac.uk as 
soon as possible as numbers maybe limited and it will also help us plan the event. 
 
The Scottish Naturalist & The Western Naturalist – free online access 
Over the years the Scottish Naturalist and the Western Naturalist have published a 
great many important papers, as well as notes and obituaries documenting the 
history and development of Scottish natural history. Latterly in particular, the journals 
had limited circulation and access has been difficult for anyone who did not receive 
their own printed copies or have a set of the journal(s) in a nearby library.  
 
 We would like to make access to the full run of the journals available through the 
Biodiversity Heritage Library.  The BHL www.biodiversitylibrary.org, whose main 
partners in the UK are the Natural History Museum and the Royal Botanic Gardens at 
Kew, has become the world’s main free archive of digitised natural history literature, 
and has established itself as a leading online research library. If you don’t already 
know it, you should have a look – it offers free access to a vast amount of historical 
books and journals, including the Scottish Naturalist and the Annals of Scottish 
Natural History through to 1922, the Proceedings of the Glasgow Natural History 
Society, rare books by Pennant, Harvie-Brown, MacGillivray and much more. By 
adding the rest of the Scottish Naturalist (after 1922) and the short run of the 
Western Naturalist  to the BHL we hope this will allow more people around the world 
to find and read these journals and appreciate their contribution to natural history. It 
will bring these journals to many new audiences. 
 
The heirs of Dr Jack Gibson, as well as Aberdeen University Press and the current 
owners of Oilver & Boyd as publishers of the journal have either given their consent, 
or raised no objections to this plan. Authors, photographers and artists originally 
submitted their articles and other material to the Scottish Naturalist and the Western 
Naturalist for print publication, mostly before the idea of digital access came along. It 
is now impracticable or impossible to trace all the individual contributors or their legal 
representatives, but we believe that most or all would be happy to see their work now 
reaching new and wider audiences to the overall benefit of Scottish natural history. If 
any copyright holder does not wish to have their material included in free digital 
access, they are asked to contact mail@the-soc.org.uk to discuss this with us as 
soon as possible, preferably before 1 December 2014. Arrangements are in place to 
have material excluded from web access where necessary. 

 

mailto:m.young@abdn.ac.uk
http://www.biodiversitylibrary.org/
mailto:mail@the-soc.org.uk
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Ticks! 
It’s that time of year again when everyone’s out and about so please be tick aware:  
http://www.documents.hps.scot.nhs.uk/giz/general/tick-factsheet-2009-
04.pdf?dm_i=1FWH,2K66V,8EY8VA,9C9IB,1 
 

Survey Updates 
 
Small Blue Survey 
We are now into the third year of the branch-wide survey of the Small Blue (and its 
larval foodplant, Kidney Vetch) which it is hoped will lead on to useful conservation 
actions. In the restricted areas where this species still exists, the colonies appear to 
be doing well.  
 
There was a good turnout for the volunteer refresher training day organised by David 
Lampard and held in Arbroath on 1 June; participants even managed to find a lone 
Small Blue along the cliff-top path despite the unpromising weather. Also in Angus 
the butterfly has been reported as 'plentiful' at Barry Buddon this year. The disused 
rail lines around Friockheim and Glamis have been examined again and scrub 
invasion or other issues are increasingly making them less suitable for the butterfly, 
although a few have been spotted again at Glamis, where some scrub clearance is 
planned for the autumn to improve the habitat. A detailed analysis by Kelly Ann 
Dempsey of records of both the Small Blue and of Kidney Vetch along the coastal 
strip from Barry Buddon to St Cyrus has been completed and suggestions for habitat 
improvements and extensions will be considered. 
 
Further north, at Portnockie, where there had been a training event last year, both 
the butterfly and Kidney Vetch have been found to be 'in abundance' by Rose Toney. 
And there were butterflies at nearby Portsoy, too. 

 
Small Blue by Iain Cowe (the first of 2014!) 

Searches have continued along the Berwickshire coast and the two known colonies 
appear to be in satisfactory shape. There are indications of a spread to other nearby 
sites, which would be very encouraging, but we must await all the data to be clear on 
the situation. Engagement with the local community at Burnmouth (which sits 
between the two known colonies) is progressing well - an event arranged by Iain 
Cowe was held on 29 June to let people know that they share their environment with 
this threatened species along with other important ones such as the Northern Brown 
Argus and the Blackneck moth. One of the Berwickshire colonies forms part of an 
area recently purchased by an entrepreneur who plans to develop this coastal strip 
for visitors and to highlight the wildlife there; he is sympathetic to the fortunes of the 
butterfly and takes advice but the development is being closely watched. 
Barry Prater 
 

http://www.documents.hps.scot.nhs.uk/giz/general/tick-factsheet-2009-04.pdf?dm_i=1FWH,2K66V,8EY8VA,9C9IB,1
http://www.documents.hps.scot.nhs.uk/giz/general/tick-factsheet-2009-04.pdf?dm_i=1FWH,2K66V,8EY8VA,9C9IB,1
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Chequered Skipper Survey 
It has been another great year for the survey, boosted by good coverage on Springwatch.  
However, this did result in several claims from members of the public seeing the butterfly in 
areas well away from its known haunts in north Argyll and south Lochaber.  Some of these 
claims were supported by photographs – but they all proved to be Speckled Wood! 
To date the butterfly has been seen in a further 30 new 1km squares in 2014 with many forms 
and sightings still to be sent in.  I am therefore hopeful that over the three years of the survey, 
Chequered Skipper will have been discovered in over 100 new 1km squares – quite 
remarkable!  So please send in any records from 2014 to Tom.  tprescott@butterfly-
conservation.org 

 
 
Speckled Wood Survey 
Our Speckled Wood survey is in full swing, with 
over 55 records to date this year.  The butterfly 
is continuing its expansion in all directions, 
expanding outwards from its ancient refuge 
populations from Moray and Argyll, and being 
joined by in-comers migrating north from 
England and even from Northern Ireland!  So 
please keep looking for this beautiful butterfly 
and send us your records by postcard or email  
to scotland@butterfly-conservation.org or via 
real-time online recording on our website!  See 
your records mapped in front of your eyes – simply go to www.butterfly-
conservation.org/scottishspeckledwood (pic: Speckled Wood by Stuart Graham) 
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