
Butterfly Conservation is the UK charity dedicated to halting the rapid                    

decline of butterflies and moths and protecting our environment.  

Butterflies and moths are key indicator species helping us assess the 

health of our environment . Seven out of 10 butterfly species are in      

decline. Four species of butterfly and 60 moth species became extinct 

last century. This early warning to wildlife cannot be ignored.  

www.butterfly-conservation.org 

 

The Butterfly Files 

Our promise to you: 

 We will never swap, sell or rent your details to anyone 

 We will always follow the strict code of conduct set out by the Fundraising 
Standards Board 

 You can change how you hear from us or unsubscribe from our mailing 
lists at any time, just let us know. 

@savebutterflies 

@savebutterflies 
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MURLOUGH NATIONAL NATURE RESERVE 

Photo credits: James O’Neill, Jim Asher, Catherine Bertrand, Tom Brereton 
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The Butterfly Files 
 Finding out more about Northern Ireland’s butterflies and moths 

Northern Ireland’s butterflies and moths (and other                

wildlife) face a variety of challenges, many of which 

are unique to the country, but there is less                      

information on species trends in Northern Ireland 

than the rest of the UK.   

The Project 

The Butterfly Files will collect invaluable data on Northern Ireland’s                       

butterflies and moths. It will do so through increasing the volunteer base within 

Northern Ireland, developing their skill set and connecting with a wider audience.  

Butterflies and moths are declining in the UK at a 

worrying rate. We know that these declines are              

mirrored in Northern Ireland, but without specific  

information on species in Northern Ireland we                 

cannot identify specific trends and threats.  

The Butterfly Files project will support our established network of recorders,      

increase the number of people taking part in recording and monitoring schemes 

and improve general awareness and interest in butterflies and moths across 

Northern Ireland. This will allow us to build on the success of past years, only 

made possible thanks to the kindness of our members and supporters. 

This vital information will allow us to identify the issues affecting Northern 

Ireland specifically, enabling Butterfly Conservation to prioritise                               

conservation projects and monitor their impact. 

This project will inspire and support a network of recorders. They will collect               

essential data on Northern Ireland’s butterflies and moths. Participants will be 

trained in identification, taught recording and 

monitoring techniques and be involved in  

varied  conservation tasks such as wildlife 

friendly gardening. They will also be taught 

broader skills such as leading walks and            

supervising practical tasks. 

Our staff and recorders have a strong history 

of working with communities and schools  

encouraging citizen scientists to get involved 

in the conservation effort. This project will build upon this to create a wider       

network of volunteers. 

Butterfly Conservation has developed this project working alongside our 

partner organisations. It will make a significant contribution to the                         

understanding of Northern Ireland's butterflies and moths, allowing us to 

safeguard them for future generations.  

The project will employ a Project Officer 

who will be responsible for: 

 Increasing the skill set of existing                     

volunteers, 

 Recruiting more volunteers to help with 

recording and monitoring, 

 Generating a wider interest in                       

butterflies and moths across Northern 

Ireland. 

Our experience shows us that catastrophic declines can occur rapidly at 

sites between one year and the next. We need to ensure we have the                   

information we need to stop this happening.  

To find out more and support this project visit  
www.butterfly-conservation.org/butterflyfiles  

Your support will enable this project to succeed. 
DRUMNAPH NATURE RESERVE - CATHRINE BERTRAND 
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TOM BRERETON 


