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Speckled Wood Newsletter          Issue 14, Spring 2014 

 
 Newsletter reporting on work to conserve Lepidoptera on Forestry 
Commission Land in England. 

 
Foreword  
 

Welcome to the fourteenth edition of “Speckled Wood”, an email newsletter produced by Butterfly 
Conservation and Forestry Commission England (FCE) about the conservation work to benefit 
threatened butterflies and moths on priority sites on FCE land. Thank you for all the positive 
feedback we have received for previous issues and the articles sent for inclusion. This issue con-
tains an article featuring the Betony Case-bearer and Speckled Footman specifically and others 
are relevant to all the Strategy Priority Species. The promotion of a new publications is located 
on page 5. Details of threatened butterflies and moths factsheets and Butterfly Conservation 
events can be found on page 6.  
 
 
UKBMS Transects 
Caroline Kelly, Conservation Officer, Butterfly Conservation 
Email: ckelly@butterfly-conservation.org 
 

The UKBMS (United Kingdom Butterfly Monitoring Scheme) has monitored changes in the abundance of butterflies 
throughout the United Kingdom since 1976. The UKBMS is based on a well-established and enjoyable recording meth-
od and has produced important insights into almost all aspects of butterfly ecology. Butterflies and Moths are recorded 
along a set ‘transect’ route once a week over the recording period 
 
Of the 136 FC Strategy Priority woodlands 17% are currently monitored by 
UKBMS transects (total 23 sites) and are walked over the 26 week transect 
period from April to September. The butterfly species recorded on these tran-
sects include; Duke of Burgundy, Pearl-bordered Fritillary, High Brown Fritil-
lary, Dingy Skipper and even Silver-studded Blue. Moths that may be record-
ed include Argent & Sable, Drab Looper and even Common Fan-foot. 
 

 
 
In terms of the transect locations the highest concentration is in the South District (9) and the least concentrated is in the 
North District (2). As can be seen from the map there are a number of FC Strategy sites where opportunities to set up a 
new transect remain. If you are interested in setting up a transect in your local woodland please contact the Butterfly tran-
sect co-ordinator  transect@butterfly-conservation.org or 01929 400209. 
 
 

FC Dis-
trict 

Total 
UKBMS 
Transects 

Priority 
Site 
Grade A 

Priority 
Site 
Grade B 

Priority 
Site 
Grade C 

East 5 4 1   

North 2 2     

South 9 5 2 2 

West 7 7     

TOTALS 23 18 3 2 

mailto:ckelly@butterfly-conservation.org
http://www.ukbms.org/Methods.aspx
http://www.ukbms.org/Methods.aspx
http://www.ukbms.org/Obtaining.aspx
http://www.ukbms.org/Contacts.aspx
http://www.ukbms.org/Contacts.aspx
http://www.ukbms.org/Contacts.aspx
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Endangered Moths on FC Strategy Sites 
Mark Parsons, Head of Moth Conservation, Butterfly Conservation 
Email: mparsons@butterfly-consrvation.org 
Extract from The Top Ten Most Endangered Moths in Britain  Atropos 50: 26-36  
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Betony Case-bearer Coleophora wocella 
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Speckled Footman 

This article is an extract from Atropos and it is the second article in a series attempting to identify candidates for Britain's most 
endangered invertebrates (see Atropos 49: 3‒13 for the first of this series). The article presented here contains detail of two 
moths that are included in the FC Lepidoptera Strategy and a priority for FC. 

Betony Case-bearer Coleophora wockeella 
 
Threat summary: Much declined and now confined to a single site with a small pop-
ulation. Threatened by inappropriate, or a lack of, woodland management. 
 
The Betony Case-bearer is a distinctive coleophorid that has been recorded from Essex, 
Kent, Sussex, the Isle of Wight, Dorset, Gloucestershire and Herefordshire. In most of 
these counties it has not been seen since around the turn of the nineteenth century. Cur-
rently it is known from just a single site in Surrey, although there are relatively recent rec-
ords from two sites in West Sussex—near Petworth in 1997 & 1998, and Kingspark Wood 
in 1977 (Pratt, 2011). More recent searches in Sussex have failed to locate the species. 

The moth is associated with Betony Stachys officinalis, occurring along the edges of woodland rides. A survey of the extant site 
in 2010 found 14 larval cases on c.50 plants in 90 minutes, with one further case found nearby on the ten plants searched. In 
2012, only six cases were found during a 2hr search, although it is possible that further cases were hidden by brush cuttings 
that covered part of the site (D. Hoare, pers. comm.). Interestingly, one of these cases was found in an area that had been cut 
in the winter using a flail mower, demonstrating that it can survive this type of management. 
 
Butterfly Conservation has recently successfully applied for a Biffaward (Landfill Tax Credits) to undertake work on this species. 
This aims to improve the quality and increase the available habitat at the known site. Surveys and habitat assessments will be 
undertaken at other sites in the West Weald of Sussex and Surrey in order to determine whether any further populations remain 
undetected and to attempt to find a suitable site for a possible future introduction. 

Speckled Footman Coscinia cribraria 
 
Threat: A small population size, poorly understood ecology and possibly a lack of dis-
turbance. 
 
Since the late 1990s annual efforts have been made to locate populations of Speckled Footman 
in Dorset. Only three sites have been found to support the moth since the turn of the century. 
The most effective method of recording this species is by light-trapping, but available resources 
and other commitments have meant that all potential sites have not been surveyed in each and 
every year, whilst it is possible that some potentially suitable sites have not been surveyed at all. 
Our understanding of the requirements of this species are still relatively poor, although it is 
thought to be associated with areas of recent disturbance of sandy soils and probably with 
clumps of Bristle Bent Agrostis curtisii. 

The moth has now not been seen anywhere in this country as a resident since 2010; the last time multiple numbers were rec-
orded was 2006. Most recent effort has been expended in the large area of Wareham Forest, Dorset, where the species was 
last found. Several locations have been trapped, using multiple light-traps, on more than one occasion, including each of 2011, 
2012 and 2013. Other former areas include Canford Heath, Dorset, where the last record is from 2003, and a private area adja-
cent to Wareham Forest, where it was last seen in 2008 (a single example). 

mailto:mparsons@butterfly-conservation.org
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Big Butterfly Count is Back!!! 
Caroline Kelly, Conservation Officer, But-
terfly Conservation 
Email: ckelly@butterfly-conservation.org 
 

 TAKING THE PULSE OF NATURE 

Free Big Butterfly Count 
smartphone app (available for 
iOS and Android devices)  

Butterflies and moths are declining rapidly because their habitats are being destroyed or 
not managed correctly. Many familiar butterflies are now far less abundant than formerly, 
giving concern for the health of our environment. 
 
The Big Butterfly Count is a major project, launched in 2010, aimed at involving the pub-
lic in a nationwide survey of butterflies during July, the peak time in the year for butter-
flies. The survey is the biggest survey of butterflies in the world and one of the largest 
citizen science projects of its kind.  
 
The Big Butterfly Count consists of a simple survey in which you count how many of 
each different type of butterfly that you see during a 15 minute period. It can be done any-
where where you might see butterflies, from your garden, school grounds or nearby park, 
to fields and woods. Participants can carry out as many counts as they wish. 
 
In 2014, the count will run for three weeks from Saturday 19th July - Sunday 10th August.    
 
Sightings can be submitted online via a dedicated website: www.bigbutterflycount.org  
or via the free Big Butterfly Count smartphone app (available for iOS and Android devic-
es). 

Change of Contact 
Jonathan Spencer & Cheryl Lundberg, Forestry Commission 
Email: Cheryl.Lundberg@forestry.gsi.gov.uk    
 
There have been some recent changes to the arrangements by which FEE and Butterfly Conservation co-operate in taking 
forward the strategy for Lepidoptera conservation across the PFE in England.  
  

Cheryl Lundberg, forester in Central Forest District, has taken on the role of Liaison Representative between FEE and BC. 
Cheryl has worked with BC on many projects across her woodlands in Northamptonshire in recent years and, as an experi-
enced forest manager, is very well placed to take the programme forward.  
 
Cheryl states “I am delighted to take on this role as FEE/BC liaison contact. I have worked as a Beat Forester in the Northants 
area of Central District for just over 10 years, with previous experience working for a private forestry company. Ancient wood-
land sites are the major component of the Beat. Many of these woods have benefited greatly from our partnership with BC. 
Species and site specific advice is being built into our annual forestry operations. Additionally, project  funds are intensively 
targeting our key sites and yielding some fantastic results. It is encouraging to learn that this is the case across the country, 
however, there is always more which can be done! Further opportunities exist to bind the buoyant timber and wood-fuel mar-
ket with the aims of the Lepidoptera Strategy. I look forward to working with both FEE and BC colleagues to help take further 
steps to improving our woodlands’ diversity for Lepidoptera.” 
 
This is also an opportunity to thank Jay Doyle who has manned the post for the past few years and sustained both the conser-
vation successes and the excellent support and PR we receive from BC. Jay will continue to be very active in his area of 
southern England, where so many sites for woodland fritillaries still survive. Thanks Jay for some excellent work. 

mailto:ckelly@butterfly-conservation.org
http://www.bigbutterflycount.org/
mailto:Cheryl.Lundberg@forestry.gsi.gov.uk


Page 4 of  6 
 

Butterfly Conservation. Company limited by guarantee, registered in England (2206468). Registered Office: Manor Yard, East  
Lulworth, Wareham, Dorset. BH20 5QP. Charity registered in England and Wales (254937) and in Scotland (SCO39268). 

Checklist of the Lepidoptera of the British Isles 
David J.L. Agassiz, S.D. Beavan & R.J. Heckford 
Royal Entomological Society/Field Studies Council. £25 
It is more than 10 years since the last nationwide checklist was produced and in that 
time there have been significant changes to our Lepidoptera fauna, with many new arri-
vals, some of which have become established. Taxonomic advances over the same pe-
riod have enabled a greater exchange of information between practitioners across Eu-
rope and beyond. This key work summarises all these additions and changes into one 
handy baseline tome. 
The checklist features a new numbering system, although the old ‘Bradley’ numbers are 
retained to allow cross-referencing to the previous listing. Individual species occurrence 
is given at the country level, with the Channel Islands flagged separately. The two ap-
pendices are useful features, separating off those species that are considered to be 
solely adventives (not native) and those that are of questionable occurrence in this 
country from the main list. There is also a note section typically giving dates of last rec-
ords or highlighting when there could be confusion with earlier records. Mark Parsons 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

New Publications 

BB’s Butterflies  
Roseworld Productions, limited edition.  
www.roseworldproductions.com £40 plus £5 p&p 01217 041002  
Denys Watkins-Pitchford, known by his pen name as BB, was one of the 20th centu-
ry’s most intriguing and prolific naturalists and this wonderful collection from a bygone 
era gives the reader a unique insight into a much loved and colourful character. 
A prolific writer, BB penned more than 60 books, including The Naturalist’s Bedside 
Book and The Idle Countryman as well as nature columns in magazines the Shooting 
Times and the Countryman, filled with detailed observations on nature.  
B had a particular obsession with butterflies and inspired many people to share his 
passion. This book is a collection of his writings with short essays by fellow butterfly 
enthusiasts and authors such as John McEwen. The book contains several absorbing 
accounts of encounters with the Purple Emperor, which clearly held a great fascina-
tion for him. He likens finding a Purple Emperor egg with winning the pools and the 
excitement is palpable. Dr Martin Warren 

 

 

Managing Woodlands for Wildlife 
Can it have economic benefits? 
Jacqueline Weir Woodland Biodiversity Adviser, funded by RSPB and Forestry Commission  
Email: jacqueline.weir@rspb.org.ukLwildlife as well as local economies. She also highlights a case study  of a project in the 
East Midlands  and how this has been successfully combined. The full article is contained in The Royal Forestry Society, 
Quarterly Journal of Forestry, Volume 108, No. 1 

http://www.rfs.org.uk/about/QJF-contents
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Key Contacts 
 

For further information please contact Caroline Kelly at Butterfly Conservation (ckelly@butterfly-conservation.org, 01929 
406029) or Cheryl Lundberg at Forestry Commission England (Cheryl.Lundberg@forestry.gsi.gov.uk, 01604 696239). 

Next Issue 
 

If you have any news about butterflies and moths from your district, (new projects, information or management advice) that 
you would like to appear in this newsletter then please write an article of no more than 400 words and send it and any ac-
companying photos to Caroline Kelly (ckelly@butterfly-conservation.org) by 1st September 2014 so it can be included in the 
next newsletter.  

Encouraging volunteers to survey and monitor priority sites 
 
Volunteers play a key role in surveying and monitoring Lepidoptera on Forestry Commission England sites. The data this 
provides is vital to enable understanding of the changes in Lepidoptera populations and provides a basis for management 
advice. To encourage further survey work at Forestry Commission England  sites, get in touch with the local Butterfly Con-
servation branch (http://butterfly-conservation.org/49/in-your-area.html) and other local volunteers. If Forestry Commission 
staff request survey work, there may be Forestry Commission England funds available to fund volunteer expenses. If you 
require assistance to set up monitoring please get in touch with Butterfly Conservation Regional Branches (http://butterfly-
conservation.org/49/in-your-area.html) or Caroline Kelly (contact details below). 

Training Days 
 

Details of training events can be found on Butterfly Conservation’s website www.butterfly-conservation.org/events.  
Please contact us if you are interested in arranging specific events. 

Butterfly Conservation Factsheets- 
 

Butterfly Conservation has factsheets detailing the ecology of more than 50 different butterflies and moths (the majority of 
which are UK BAP priority species). Habitat management recommendations are also included. If you would like copies of 
any other factsheets please contact Butterfly Conservation, or download them from www.butterfly-conservation.org/Butterfly-
Factsheets, www.butterfly-conservation.org/Moth-Factsheets, www.butterfly-conservation.org/Habitat-AdviceFactsheets 

. 

http://butterfly-conservation.org/49/in-your-area.html
http://butterfly-conservation.org/49/in-your-area.html
http://butterfly-conservation.org/49/in-your-area.html
http://butterfly-conservation.org/244/events.html
http://butterfly-conservation.org/3545/Butterfly-Factsheets.html
http://butterfly-conservation.org/3538/Moth-Factsheets.html
http://butterfly-conservation.org/3545/Butterfly-Factsheets.html
http://butterfly-conservation.org/3545/Butterfly-Factsheets.html
http://butterfly-conservation.org/3538/Moth-Factsheets.html
http://butterfly-conservation.org/3547/Habitat-AdviceFactsheets.html
http://butterfly-conservation.org/3538/Moth-Factsheets.html

