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Speckled Wood Newsletter          Issue 15, Autumn 2014 

 
 Newsletter reporting on work to conserve Lepidoptera on Forestry 
Commission Land in England. 

Highlights from the Northants area in the Central District are that the Silver Washed Fri-
tillary seems to have colonised a majority of the woods along with Purple Emperor, 
White Letter Hairstreak and Dingy Skipper colonising some of the same woods. None of 
the woods have changed their ‘Site Grade’ but all of them have had an increase in their 
‘Species Score’. The Wood White is quickly responding to targeted management 
through the SITA funded project and colonising areas targeted for management which is 
described on page 4-5. 
 

In the Yorkshire District all of the Grade A Strategy sites have retained their Lepidoptera 
interest and the level of management to retain these species is likely to continue if not 
increase. The Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary has inadvertently benefited from riparian 
Water Vole management which has been illustrated on pages 2-3 by the District Ecol-
ogist. The meeting was also an opportunity to discuss other FC sites which have im-
portant colonies of Argent & Sable and increase the partnership working for this species. 
The meeting highlighted the importance and benefits of volunteer recording which is ex-
pressed by and individual BC Branch member on page 5. 

The North District review further emphasized the importance of recording and all of the Grade A 
sites have remained occupied with one being colonised by the Dingy Skipper as well as a Grade 
C wood. There will be articles relating to this district in the next edition of speckled wood which 
will focus on the work in the Morecombe bay area and hopefully around Grizedale Forest. 

We have held three FC District reviews this year between September and October in North, Central and Yorkshire Districts. 
They have been a great success with the relevant FC/BC staff and BC Branch volunteers attending sharing species and man-
agement information. The reviews have highlighted the importance of Lepidoptera species records getting to the FC District 
Ecologist who can them inform the FC Planning Officers and Beat Foresters where the best areas are for targeting their annu-
al management. 

The ability to update the Strategy document would not be possible without the efforts of both FC staff and BC Branch volunteers 

and we would like to take this opportunity to acknowledge their time and effort and express our thanks. 
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Welcome to the fifteenth edition of “Speckled Wood”, an email newsletter produced by Butterfly 
Conservation and Forestry Commission England (FCE) about the conservation work to benefit 
threatened butterflies and moths on priority sites on FCE land. Thank you for all the positive feed-
back we have received for previous issues and the articles sent for inclusion.  
This issue contains articles from both Yorkshire and Central Districts covering targeted manage-
ment and species responses as well as volunteering from a volunteer and FC staff viewpoint.  
The promotion of new publications is located on page 6. Details of volunteer opportunities threat-
ened butterflies and moths factsheets and Butterfly Conservation events can be found on page 7.  

Lepidoptera Strategy, District Reviews Update 
Caroline Kelly, Conservation Officer, Butterfly Conservation 
Cheryl Lundberg, Central District, Beat Forester, Forestry Commission 
Email: ckelly@butterfly-conservation.org 

Foreword  

Central District Review– Bedford Purlieus 

Yorkshire District Review- Dalby Forest 

Central District Review-Middlebarrow 

mailto:ckelly@butterfly-conservation.org
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A Butterfly, a Vole and a Forest in Yorkshire 
Langdale Forest, Priority Site Grade A 
Brian Walker, Yorkshire District, Environment Manager, Forestry Commission 

Email: brian.walker@forestry.gsi.gov.uk 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Langdale Forest is situated in the south eastern corner of the North York Moors and is a ‘typical’ upland heath forest that were 
planted between the 1930’s and the 1970’s with a mixture of spruce, pines, and larch. It is surrounded and dissected by sever-
al watercourses that form the headwaters of the River Derwent (in Yorkshire).  In the 1980’s when the Forestry Commission 
(FC) and the Environment Agency agreed a set of Forest & Water Guidelines work began on removing conifers from the main 
riparian zones.  Some species must have been lost but much of the biodiversity had survived and was quick to recolonize lost 
ground. 
 
At this time the District Manager, John Mackenzie, became greatly interested in the butterflies in the forests he managed and 
with the help of local staff and butterfly enthusiasts, set about studying, protecting and expanding their habitats.  As well  as 
identifying some of the most species-rich butterfly localities on the North York Moors in Dalby Forest they identified popula-
tions of Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary alongside many streams including several locations in Langdale Forest 
 
Also in the 1980’s the Wildlife Ranger for Sneaton Forest, Peter Charter, not far from Langdale, persuaded his manager to 
create ponds in the forest to increase the general diversity of the area.  Water voles were generally thought of as extinct in the 
area and the large population in the Vale of Pickering had declined to rare sightings. The presence of an upland population 
was unknown.  However, following pond creation work and much to everyone surprise, the water vole made its appearance in 
Langdale.  Peter’s discovery sparked more research and mammal fieldworker Laura Winter, also found a thinly scattered pop-
ulation across a substantial area of the eastern moors, including Langdale Forest. 
 
So a butterfly, a vole and a working forest all came together in Langdale but is that the end of the story; far from it. 

Clearing conifers from the banks of streams provid-
ed nature with the opportunity to retake what was 
lost in the first forest planting.  Unfortunately when 
vacant space is available ‘undesirable elements’ 
also move in.  Sitka spruce was quick to take ad-
vantage and dense thickets of regeneration ap-
peared in the riparian zones. 

The populations of the Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary not only needed the preferred 
food plant, the marsh violet (Viola palustris), local populations needed to be able to 
interact with each other to prevent in-breeding and localised extinction.  Research 
suggests that Small Pearl-bordered Fritillaries don’t like to fly above a few metres off 
the ground so even a quite low group of dense trees can become an obstacle for 
movement between small occupied areas and decrease the connectivity of the suita-
ble habitat, something that was happening in Langdale Forest.  Also whilst the but-
terflies could move along forest streams going upstream in the forest would lead to a 
‘cul-de-sac’ with no connection to the open moorland or other streams. 
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Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary 
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Water Vole 

Viola palustris 

P
hoto by John D

avis 

P
hoto by  K

 D
aw

son 

Example of conifer regeneration 
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1 For more information on the value of these forests read Langdale Forest – a case of mistaken identity, B.Walker.  Go to  http://place.uk.com/2014/06/
two-new-place-books-have-been-published-recently/ for details 
.2 See http://www.forestry.gov.uk/forestry/INFD-8BVGX9 for the latest version. 

Upland water voles seem to range over quite large areas, sometimes disappearing in 
one area, turning up somewhere else then reappearing in their old haunts. ‘What’s good 
for the goose is good for the gander’ they say or in this case ‘What’s good for butterfly is 
also good for the vole’.   Like the butterfly they need the right food, in this case rushes 
and grasses and like butterflies, this they probably dislike passing through dense forest.  
They also suffer from the ‘cul-de-sac at the top of the stream’ syndrome. 

Langdale Forest has been producing tens of thousands of tonnes of timber in the last decade, providing the opportunity and 
impetus for change.  For the last 12 years work has been undertaken to remove regenerating spruce from riparian zones for 
water voles and for Small Pear-bordered Fritillaries.  The Forest Design Plan (FDP) reflects the need to connect the headwa-
ters of the streams, by open space, to each other and the moorland.   

In the last three years much work has been done in partner-
ship with the North York Moors National Park Authority and 
the Environment Agency not only clearing conifers but in-
stalling numerous woody debris dams to help ‘slow the 
flow’.  Slowing the flow in upland streams however small 
delivers numerous benefits not least reducing flood risk at 
lower levels.  A slower rate of flow means less erosion and 
clearer water for fish and aquatic invertebrates.  It allows 
the bog violet to more readily establish for the fritillaries.  
Beds of soft rush (Juncus effusus) slow and filter flood wa-
ters if a spate develops. Wet, well vegetated soil is harder 
for spruce to colonise.  More pools and slower water are 
better for water voles. 

Image above: Hipperley Beck in Langdale Forest (Section 
14b-2)  showing the dense spruce regeneration that has 
been cleared and woody dams installed along several kilo-
metres. 
 
Image right: Long Grain in Langdale Forest (Section 12b 
5)  Part of a wider peatland project two years after felling this 
stream was once completely shaded by forest. It is now re-
covering and is already being explored by water voles and 
dragonflies; how long will it be before the Small Pearl-
bordered Fritillary arrives? 

Single species management is rarely successful, but using headline species such as Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary and water 
vole as the  key targets combined with enthusiastic delivery can be the way to unlock whole ecosystems and delivering multi-
ple benefits. 
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Images kindly provided with permission by John Money and Ian Wilson who display their images at the following respective Flikr pages: https://

www.flickr.com/photos/nature-by-johnm/  and https://www.flickr.com/photos/26320376@N03/  
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The Wood White (Leptidea sinapis) is a well-established species in Northamp-
tonshire, but was suffering an almost terminal decline in the county in the early 
years of the new millennium. It is at the northern end of its range here and until 
recently was regarded as single-brooded. It rarely emerged before the end of 
May and continued on the wing until well into July. There is no mention of a sec-
ond brood recorded from a contemporary survey during the marvellous hot sum-
mer of 1976 however, confirmed sightings subsequent to that survey yielded 
very small numbers; 2 in 1989, 1 in 1990, 3 in 1992 and 5 in 2003.  
 
In order for the species to have a second brood here, emergence has to be early 
and warm conditions have to prevail in order for the butterfly to complete its life 
cycle quickly enough.  

Pair of Wood White at Sywell Wood during the 
2014 second brood displaying courtship behav-
iour. 

In 2010, the Wood White emerged on 13th May but warmer than normal conditions from the end of May to the end of July pro-
duced a second brood of 30 butterflies in five locations, based on the maximum numbers seen at each site, between 22nd July 
and 3rd August. A year later, an exceptionally warm spring brought the Wood White out in April for the first time in Northants 
and numbers built quickly. At least 38 second brood butterflies were recorded between 22nd July and 19th August.  
 
Despite appalling weather in 2012, numbers held up surprisingly well. In the winter of that year, a three-year restoration pro-
ject began to open up the rides in woods where important colonies survive. This contributed to an upsurge in the butterfly’s 
fortunes in 2013 with increased sightings but only in a single brood as, owing to a late spring, the first sighting was not until 
25th May. 

This year, it appeared from 3rd May and in greater profusion than at any time since the ear-
ly 1990s. In early June in newly created rides and ditches in Sywell Wood, 109 were rec-
orded, with 48 in Bucknell Wood, 41 in Hazelborough south and 31 in Ravenstone Road 
Copse, a fine return from the intervention sites. A century was also notched up twice from 
Salcey Forest where less management has taken place. The first brood had a very pro-
tracted flight period which lasted until 12th July. 
 

As the warm summer continued, a second brood was clearly on the cards. After a short break, 
the first of the summer brood appeared in Bucknell Wood. The diminutive males with their 
darker, less extensive black spots on the apex of the wing, on close inspection contrast with 
those of the spring brood. A visit to Sywell Wood on 25th July confirmed that this would be a 
record year for the second brood with 21 seen and courtship and egg-laying observed. The 
flight period was much shorter and this brood was recorded only until 9th August. It reached 
record proportions, comprising at least 44 butterflies, in 8 different locations. 
 
The largest numbers of second brood specimens were in the sites where the first brood had 
been most numerous, 7 being seen in Hazelborough south and 6 in Ravenstone Road Copse. 
In these sites, rides have been cleared which provide more open conditions for egg-laying, 
allowing faster development and better survival of the early stages. In Salcey, where the rides 
are more enclosed, the habitat is probably at its optimum in terms of shade and second brood 
butterflies were fewer. In Sywell Wood, a female was seen laying on a small meadow vetchling 
plant next to a group of logs from last winter’s ride clearance on 29th July.  

The more open situations should help butterflies to emerge earlier in the spring, a key factor in creating a second brood which 
in turn boosts numbers the following year. It is too early to say whether the Wood White will become double-brooded perma-
nently in Northamptonshire, but climate change combined with the creation of new habitat and the resulting change in the       
character of the woods, would appear to make this more likely. 
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Egg close-up 
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Egg laying location 

Wood White in Northamptonshire-Second Brood Bumper 2014 
Central District, Priority Grade A sites 
Douglas Goddard,  BC Bedfordshire & Northamptonshire Recorder 

Email: northants-recorder@bedsnorthants-butterflies.org.uk 
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After taking early retirement in 2007, I started to take an interest in Butterflies 
and Dragonflies amongst other things. I joined Butterfly Conservation and found 
that they required volunteers.  After speaking to some friends that were also re-
tired and looking for something to do, we spoke to Dave Wainwright the BC Sen-
ior Regional Officer for Northern England about volunteering, and said that we 
would be willing to try anything. 
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Since then we have conducted a number of targeted species surveys and other surveys to determine 
a species presence or absence at various locations. Two years ago we were asked to set up a 
UKBMS transect on FC land at Coatham Stob to monitor Forester moths. This is a nationally im-
portant site for these moths, therefore a weekly count during the flight period captures any fluctua-
tions of the colony status on an annual basis. This information is vital to ensure the correct manage-
ment advice is given.  

This year (2014) we were asked to survey some sites in and around Cropton Forest for the 
target species Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary. This type of survey usually takes the form of 
been given some map references and or locations by Dave of the areas that require checking. 
We then planned the best way to do them and waited for suitable weather (the hardest bit). As 
there is a team of 4 or 5 of us, when we arrive at the location we can quickly cover the area 
noting what is on the wing. The information we record is simply the start & finish time, weather 
conditions and list the number of target butterflies seen and also any others seen in the area. 
We can usually cover a number of locations in a day, again weather permitting. 

In September I was invited to the FC Yorkshire District Lepidoptera Strategy Review meeting. It was very interesting to find out 
how much effort the FC puts into the management of habitat for butterflies and I realised just how important our voluntary sur-
vey work is to the FC and how much it could affect the way things are planned for the future. 
  
Hopefully we can continue our voluntary work for a good few years to come, it keeps us active and gets us out in the fresh air, 
it also gets us to places we would never have thought of going. Plus it keeps us off the streets and out of mischief (sort of!). 

Volunteer Effort at Hazelborough Wood 
Central District, Priority Site Grade A 
Jo Roberts, Volunteer Co-ordinator, Forestry Commis-
sion 

Email:jo.roberts@forestry.gsi.gov.uk.' 

Forestry Commission volunteers have been working 
hard in Hazelborough Wood, clearing overgrown 
forest rides and restoring vital butterfly habitats.  

The new Community Involvement Project is aimed at a wide cross-section of the local community, and is steadily building a 
core of regular volunteers. Since the project began earlier this year, two entire lengths of King Richard's Trail have been 
cleared, which, in addition to improving butterfly habitats, has helped some very wet sections to dry out. As well as some very 
motivated local volunteers, bigger groups have also been getting involved. A Sai service multi-faith group brought 50 volun-
teers along on a very warm June day, and made fantastic progress with loppers, bow saws and plenty of energy. In addition, 
volunteers from HSBC, Nationwide, Northampton College and The Royal Institute of Chartered Surveyors have come out to 
help, and have all really enjoyed a day out in the woods. 

 If you would like to join us for a day of hands-on conservation, in the Northamptonshire area, either as an individual or with a 
group, please contact the Forestry Commission at jo.roberts@forestry.gsi.gov.uk.' 
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Sai Service Group at Salcey Forest 

Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary 
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Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary habitat 

A Volunteers View 
Yorkshire District 
John Money & Team, Butterfly Conservation Yorkshire volunteers 

Email: money54@btinternet.com  
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 The Butterflies of Britain and Ireland (Third edition) 
Jeremy Thomas and Richard Lewington 
British Wildlife Publishing. Hardback £35 
It is a reflection of the rapid changes to our fauna and advances in our 
knowledge of it that the 3rd edition of this classic work has emerged just 
four years after the second. Updates include the replacement of Real’s 
Wood White Leptidea reali with the Cryptic Wood White Leptidea juverni-
ca, following major advances in the genetics of the Wood White. This 
has transformed our understanding and given the UK its first new spe-
cies for nearly 200 years. Significant updates have been written for a 
further 11 species where surveys and research are transforming our un-
derstanding. These include Glanville Fritillary, Heath Fritillary, Marsh 
Fritillary, High Brown Fritillary, Large Tortoiseshell, Small Tortoiseshell, 
Large Blue, Lulworth Skipper, Wood White, Long-tailed Blue and Painted 
Lady, the latter following fascinating research across Europe and North 
Africa on this species migration.  
The distribution maps have been updated based on the latest data from 
the national recording scheme run by Butterfly Conservation and the 
Biological Records Centre and augment the wonderful artwork by Rich-
ard Lewington. Both authors are justly world renowned for their work and 
this book remains a must have classic for anyone interested in butter-
flies.  Nigel Bourn 

 
 
 
 
 
 

New Publications 

A Comprehensive Guide to Insects of Britain & Ireland 
Paul D. Brock 
Pisces Publications. £28.95 
I grew up using Michael Chinery’s A Field Guide to the Insects of Britain 
and Northern Europe and remember being fascinated by the insects cov-
ered. This was enough to prompt a lifetime’s interest in the subject. Paul 
Brock’s book will be compared to this classic.  
The guide includes more than 2,000 photographs and the habitat shots 
are included, being well selected and representative. The layout is inviting 
and well thought through and includes outline distribution maps. One 
could quibble over the balance of the species representation: butterflies 
and moths have over 100 pages dedicated to them although only eight of 
these are micro-moths. 
This book is an immense and astonishing achievement. It is enthusing and 
will enable at least a tentative identification of many of the insects that are 
likely to be regularly encountered and many more beside. Put simply this 
book should be in the library of anyone interested in the natural world.  
Mark Parsons 

 

 

South East Woods Project 
Butterfly Conservation’s South East Woodlands Project (2007-2010) worked to halt the declines of woodland butterflies and 
moths by supporting sustainable woodland management across three landscape-scale demonstration areas in south-east 
England.  
A number of funding mechanisms can make a contribution to increasing woodland management, but targeted eWGS grants 
from Forestry Commission England were the most effective way of producing high quality habitat for the target species.  
This publication is available to download free of charge at:  http://butterfly-conservation.org/files/s12-04-the-south-east-

woodlands-project---final-report.pdf . 

 

http://butterfly-conservation.org/files/s12-04-the-south-east-woodlands-project---final-report.pdf
http://butterfly-conservation.org/files/s12-04-the-south-east-woodlands-project---final-report.pdf


Page 7 of  7 
 

Butterfly Conservation. Company limited by guarantee, registered in England (2206468). Registered Office: Manor Yard, East  
Lulworth, Wareham, Dorset. BH20 5QP. Charity registered in England and Wales (254937) and in Scotland (SCO39268). 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Key Contacts 
 

For further information please contact Caroline Kelly at Butterfly Conservation (ckelly@butterfly-conservation.org, 01929 
406029)  

Next Issue 
 

If you have any news about butterflies and moths from your district, (new projects, information or management advice) that 
you would like to appear in this newsletter then please write an article of no more than 400 words and send it and any accom-
panying photos to Caroline Kelly (ckelly@butterfly-conservation.org) by 1st February 2015 so it can be included in the next 
newsletter.  

Encouraging volunteers to survey and monitor priority sites 
 
Volunteers play a key role in surveying and monitoring Lepidoptera on Forestry Commission England sites. The data this pro-
vides is vital to enable understanding of the changes in Lepidoptera populations and provides a basis for management advice. 
To encourage further survey work at Forestry Commission England  sites, get in touch with the local Butterfly Conservation 
branch (http://butterfly-conservation.org/49/in-your-area.html) and other local volunteers. If Forestry Commission staff request 
survey work, there may be Forestry Commission England funds available to fund volunteer expenses. If you require assis-
tance to set up monitoring please get in touch with Butterfly Conservation Regional Branches (http://butterfly-
conservation.org/49/in-your-area.html) or Caroline Kelly (contact details below). 

Training Days 
 

Details of training events can be found on Butterfly Conservation’s website www.butterfly-conservation.org/events.  
Please contact us if you are interested in arranging specific events. 

Butterfly Conservation Factsheets- 
 

Butterfly Conservation has factsheets detailing the ecology of more than 50 different butterflies and moths (the majority of 
which are UK BAP priority species). Habitat management recommendations are also included. If you would like copies of any 
other factsheets please contact Butterfly Conservation, or download them from www.butterfly-conservation.org/Butterfly-
Factsheets, www.butterfly-conservation.org/Moth-Factsheets, www.butterfly-conservation.org/Habitat-AdviceFactsheets 
. 
 
 
 
 
 

http://butterfly-conservation.org/49/in-your-area.html
http://butterfly-conservation.org/49/in-your-area.html
http://butterfly-conservation.org/49/in-your-area.html
http://butterfly-conservation.org/244/events.html
http://butterfly-conservation.org/3545/Butterfly-Factsheets.html
http://butterfly-conservation.org/3538/Moth-Factsheets.html
http://butterfly-conservation.org/3545/Butterfly-Factsheets.html
http://butterfly-conservation.org/3545/Butterfly-Factsheets.html
http://butterfly-conservation.org/3538/Moth-Factsheets.html
http://butterfly-conservation.org/3547/Habitat-AdviceFactsheets.html
http://butterfly-conservation.org/679-1100/duke-of-burgundy.html
http://butterfly-conservation.org/679-884/large-heath.html
http://butterfly-conservation.org/1034-1063/argent--sable.html

