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Speckled Wood Newsletter          Issue 17, Autumn 2015 

 
 Newsletter reporting on work to conserve Lepidoptera on Forestry 
Commission Land in England. 

Welcome to the seventeenth edition of “Speckled Wood”, an email newsletter produced by But-
terfly Conservation and Forestry Commission England (FCE) about the conservation work to 
benefit threatened butterflies and moths on priority sites on FCE land. Thank you for all the posi-
tive feedback we have received for previous issues and the articles sent for inclusion.  
This issue contains articles relating to Priority Sites and Species from the South and East Dis-
tricts as well as a ‘Special Feature’ from Scotland. 
 
The promotion of new apps is located on page 6. Details of volunteer opportunities threatened 
butterflies and moths factsheets and Butterfly Conservation events can be found on page 7.  

Regional Action Plan, South East England 
South and East District 
Steve Wheatley, SE England Senior Regional Officer, Butterfly Conservation 

Email: swheatley@butterfly-conservation.org 

Foreword   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Butterfly Conservation is embarking on a significant review of regional and local priorities for conservation for Lepidoptera. 
The review is well underway in the South West region and is now in the initial stages in the South East. It is hoped this review 
will inform elements of, and be informed by, the FC/BC Lepidoptera Strategy. 
 
The South East region, stretches from the New Forest to Kent and from the South coast to Oxfordshire. The newly revised 
Regional Action Plan will provide maps showing which species are most in need of conservation action in which areas. In re-
lation to our partnership with the Forestry Commission, the maps will be tailored for individual Beat Foresters, Wildlife Rang-
ers and Woodland Officers, indicating the highest priorities in their areas.  This approach will complement recently developed 
tools for the Woodland Officers in the South East and South West regions to help them deliver the best woodland manage-

ment advice for biodiversity. 

The same information will be shared with other land management organisations and individuals, including many landowners 
neighbouring the National Forest Estate.  This unified message will ensure a shared vision and effort to conserve key species 
across the landscape.  Organisations such as the National Trust, RSPB, South Downs National Park and AONBs, plus many 

private woodland owners are already showing an interest in this approach. 

The new prioritisation process is based upon butterfly and moth distribution data and changes over the last 20 years, although 
more historical records will also be considered in identifying areas of opportunity.  The South East’s prioritisations and maps 
will be completed in March 2016 and will be shared with partners across the region.  If you’d like to know what needs most 
conservation effort in your area contact Butterfly Conservation’s Senior Regional Officer for the South East, Steve Wheatley 

at the email address above. 

mailto:swheatley@butterfly-conservation.org
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Wide ride at Charlton Forest 

Pearls of the High Forest Project 
Neil Hulme, Fritillaries for the Future Project Officer, Butterfly Conservation 

Email: nhulme@butterfly-conservation.org  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pearl-bordered Fritillary 
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To the north of the South Downs Way National Trail, which borders the highest edge of Charlton Forest, lies the Heyshott Es-
carpment nature reserve, where exemplary management by the Murray Downland Trust has encouraged rarities such as the 
Pearl-bordered Fritillary to colonise and the Duke of Burgundy to flourish.  

The Forestry Commission and Butterfly Conservation are the main partners 
in an ambitious new project to help conserve the regionally endangered 
Pearl-bordered Fritillary in Sussex. Funding is being sought for a landscape 
scale project which is centred on the high beech woods of Charlton Forest, 
on the South Downs of West Sussex near Chichester. 
 
Work planned within the forest, most of which is managed by the Forestry 
Commission, will create a more wildlife-friendly structure over a wide area. 
The highest, beech dominated parts lie adjacent to sections of more open, 
wooded downland, cared for by two local conservation trusts. 

Immediately to the east, the Graffham Down Trust reserves lie shoulder-to-
shoulder with the forest, and it is hoped that sympathetic, targeted management of 
these areas will encourage the ‘Pearls’ and ‘Dukes’ to return to locations where 
they once thrived. Many other butterflies, moths and a broad spectrum of other 
wildlife are set to benefit from the work. 
 
Butterfly Conservation’s Project Officer, Neil Hulme, believes that the Pearls of the 
High Forest project presents a rare opportunity to create a ‘golden triangle’ of sites, 
which could become regionally, if not nationally important for Lepidoptera.  

“It is only by rolling out the successes achieved at Heyshott, on a landscape scale, that the deeply worrying declines of these 
species can be reversed. We must rebuild an extensive network of suitable habitat patches over the project area and far be-
yond.”  

Within Charlton Forest, the project will focus on work to prepare the ground for 
easier, cost-sensitive and sustainable management of the habitat created along 
ride margins over five kilometres. Following targeted felling an aim will be to 
produce a regular sequence of large (50 x 25 metres) scallops along woodland 
edges.  
 
One of the key features in this part of the forest is a very wide and sunny ride, 
which runs west to east for nearly two kilometres across the south-facing slope. 
The management of this ride will include mulching to ease future maintenance 
and sections of the ride margin will be cut on a piecemeal, rotational basis. The 
aim is to encourage the Pearl-bordered Fritillary’s caterpillar foodplant, Com-
mon Dog-violet, to periodically flush. 
 
The planned work programme, which also includes the widening of box junc-
tions and management of bracken, is designed to increase the amount of suita-
ble breeding habitat for the Pearl-bordered Fritillary, and improve connectivity 
both throughout the forest and outwards to the surrounding landscape.  

mailto:nhulme@butterfly-conservation.org
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Forest Design Plans –now online 
Finlay McAllister, Project Officer-Forest Plans, Forestry Commission 
Email: finlay.mcallister@forestry.gsi.gov.uk 

 

Forest Design Plans are generated by the Forestry commission for groups 

of woodlands within discrete landscapes and contain management pro-

posals for a thirty year time scale. 

 

The plans aim to incorporate recreation needs, biodiversity targets as well 

as Forestry Commission objectives. Often there are compromises to be 

made, but it is hoped that these are explained within the plan.  
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Pearl-bordered Fritillary 

 

 
 

A plan does not set out to detail all the management operations in each area of a wood or exactly when the work will take 
place - the plan is a strategic document with broad-brush proposals within it.  More detailed site plans are prepared for each 
management operation as they come up and the broad proposals may well be modified.   
 
As part of the public consultation process, a project to summarise the Forest Design Plans commenced in April 2015. The pro-
ject is aimed at creating a one page summary of approved plans e.g. Nagshead and Russels outlining important information 
about the woodland and the management objectives. 
 
An important objective of the Lepidoptera on Forestry Commission Land in England; Conservation Strategy 2007-2017 is rais-
ing awareness of the sites that are considered a ‘Priority’ for Lepidoptera which are contained in the Strategy. There are a total 
of one hundred and thirty six Forestry Commission sites listed and  these are graded according to the Lepidoptera interest 
which includes a total of fifty nine species. Forestry Commission and Butterfly Conservation staff engage with each other 
about these sites to ensure that operations include management for particular species. And that the generic management is 
included in the Forest Design Plan. 
   
Forest Plans are reviewed at least every five years. If there are important changes you are invited to comment on the pro-
posals, make suggestions and feed back local knowledge. Sign up to be kept informed and have your say using the links on 
the forest district pages, or visit our consultation hub.  

In the future, small blocks of trees will be harvested annually, on a rolling pro-
gramme, along the margins of the target ride system. These areas will be left 
to natural regeneration, but will periodically provide good, additional breeding 
habitat for the fritillary. 
 
The Pearls of the High Forest project will also bring commercial advantages to 
management of the forest. By pushing back the wooded margin along exten-
sive sections of forest road, to produce more habitats for butterflies, the sur-
face will be kept drier, thereby reducing future maintenance costs.  
 

If the project goes ahead, the benefits to wildlife are likely to be felt far beyond 

the immediate target area, encouraging the further spread of these rare and 

precious butterflies.   

mailto:finlay.mcallister@forestry.gsi.gov.uk
http://www.forestry.gov.uk/forestry/INFD-9P9HJH
http://www.forestry.gov.uk/forestry/BEEH-9TMEH2
http://www.forestry.gov.uk/forestry/INFD-73EB8V
http://www.forestry.gov.uk/forestry/INFD-9N6DUC
https://englandconsult.forestry.gov.uk/
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Trends in Pearl-bordered Fritillary abundance from 2012-2014  

    SPECIAL FEATURE- Forestry Commission Scotland  
 
 
 
Monitoring Success of Scotland's Priority Woodland  
Butterflies 
Tom Prescott,  Senior Conservation Officer,  
Butterfly Conservation Scotland 

Email: tprescott@butterfly-conservation.org 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We now have to be patient, whilst focussing on maintaining this effort, as we need a run of five years data before we can ac-
curately assess how both species are faring in Scotland. 
 
We would like to thank FCS and Kenny Kortland (Species Ecologist) in particular for recognising the role that they can play in spear-heading 
conservation action towards our two most threatened woodland butterflies, Pearl-bordered Fritillary and Chequered Skipper, in Scotland.   

Trends in Chequered Skipper abundance from 2012-2014 

P
hoto by  Iain Leach 

Chequered Skipper 
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The status of two priority species in the Scottish Forestry Strategy can 
finally be assessed following successful partnership work between 
Butterfly Conservation Scotland (BCS) and the Forestry Commission 
Scotland (FCS) both on and off their land; the National Forest Estate 
(NFE) Scotland.  

Accurately measuring the populations of the Pearl-bordered Fritillary and the Chequered Skipper in Scotland has proved diffi-
cult over the years because so few sites were monitored annually due to a lack of recorders in remote areas. Possessing ac-
curate population data is particularly important since the Chequered Skipper is only resident in Scotland following its extinction 
in England in 1976, whilst declines and local extinctions in Pearl-bordered Fritillary south of the border have made populations 
in Scotland far more significant.  Gathering accurate species assessments can also provide a benchmark, against which, pop-
ulation changes at sites where management advice has been delivered can be measured. 
 
Butterfly Conservation Scotland produced a comprehensive sampling strategy in 2012 which concluded that monitoring was 
required on 20 widely scattered Chequered Skipper sites and 25 similarly well spread Pearl-bordered Fritillary sites to enable a 
robust Scottish trend to be calculated for both species.  
 
Increased monitoring by a combination of single species transects, multi-species transects and timed counts began in 2012 
resulting in a total of 34 Chequered Skipper extant sites in 29 1-km squares and 47 Pearl-bordered Fritillary extant sites locat-
ed in 45 1-km squares, exceeding the previous totals by 177% and 188% respectively.   
 
This excellent coverage was achieved by careful targeting of monitoring sites and by using both skilled local contractors and 
volunteers.  Similar coverage was achieved in 2013, 2014 and 2015.  Analysis of the first three years of data shows there has 
been an apparent increase in Chequered Skipper abundance across Scotland from 2012-2014 at a mean rate of 11% per an-
num, and a strong, statistically significant increase in Pearl-bordered Fritillary abundance across Scotland at a mean rate of 
26% per annum. The results from these surveys 212-2014 on NFE and non NFE land are illustrated in the graphs below: 

mailto:tprescott@butterfly-conservation.org
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New Apps 

on NFE and non NFE land  

Westonbirt Tree Quests 
By Forestry Commission England, Available FREE through App Store and Google Play  

 
 

Moths of Britain and Ireland 
By NatureGuides Ltd, Available via iTunes. £9.99 
 

This innovative app covers a huge range of the moth species found in the UK and Ireland.  
Based on the influential British Moths by Chris Manley, information is compact and presented in 
an easy to use style. Species generally feature hi-res images of adults, larvae and distribution 
maps when available as well as key life cycle facts. 
 
The app will appeal to amateurs and experts alike but may be a little daunting to beginners when 
faced with the huge species list. The species comparison feature is a useful addition particularly 
to novices and moth experts or general wildlife enthusiasts looking to compare differences out in 
the field. The ‘how to see moths’ section is terrific with some useful tips guiding enthusiasts to 
the best locations and time of year to see some of our most common and scarce moth species. 

Andrew Cooper 

          ForestXplorer 
          By Forestry Commission England, Available FREE through App Store  
          and Google Play 
 
 

Forest Seedlings 
By Forestry Commission England, Available for £1.49 through App Store  
and Google Play 

 
 
 

Calling all adventurers! This app can be used (with Bluetooth enabled) to discover the Westonbirt National 
Arboretum where you can design your own ‘trail’ and tailor your adventure to suit you. 
 
TreeQuests is designed to guide you through your trail and alerts you when you are near to a target tree. 
These trees will have a challenge for you to complete to collect medals along the way. 
 
Explore mode within the app is for those who choose to have no trail and discover trees as they come across 
them. 

Want to know more about or what's happening at a Forestry Commission woodland 
near you? Yes-then this is the app for you. 
 
Directions, details of events, downloadable maps and even a common tree identifica-
tion guide with 3D tree illustrations. 

If you ever find yourself lost in a forest staring at a sapling that you cant identify then this 
app will be invaluable. 
 
Over 100 species that can be found in British forests as well as woodlands have been 
stunningly captured as leaves and other identifiable seedling features to aid identification 
in the field. 
 
The app has a filter system to aid identification of key features, a ‘note pad’ to record spec-
imen details and you can obtain and store a geospatial grid reference using your devices 
GPS. 

http://www.forestry.gov.uk/forestry/BEEH-9XKKQG
https://itunes.apple.com/gb/app/treequests-westonbirt-arboretum/id1021279144?mt=8
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=uk.gov.forestry.westonbirt.treequests
http://www.forestry.gov.uk/forestry/INFD-8EJFYR
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/forestxplorer/id428559042?mt=8
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.flatrocktech.forestryxplorer
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/forest-seedlings/id903360685?mt=8
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.spotspecific.android.forestseedlings
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Key Contacts 
 

For further information please contact Caroline Kelly at Butterfly Conservation (ckelly@butterfly-conservation.org, 01929 
406029)  

Next Issue 
 

If you have any news about butterflies and moths from your district, (new projects, information or management advice) that 
you would like to appear in this newsletter then please write an article of no more than 400 words and send it and any accom-
panying photos to Caroline Kelly (ckelly@butterfly-conservation.org) by  29th February 2016 so it can be included in the next 
newsletter.  

Encouraging volunteers to survey and monitor priority sites 
 
Volunteers play a key role in surveying and monitoring Lepidoptera on Forestry Commission England sites. The data this pro-
vides is vital to enable understanding of the changes in Lepidoptera populations and provides a basis for management advice. 
To encourage further survey work at Forestry Commission England  sites, get in touch with the local Butterfly Conservation 
branch (http://butterfly-conservation.org/49/in-your-area.html) and other local volunteers. If Forestry Commission staff request 
survey work, there may be Forestry Commission England funds available to fund volunteer expenses. If you require assis-
tance to set up monitoring please get in touch with Butterfly Conservation Regional Branches (http://butterfly-
conservation.org/49/in-your-area.html) or Caroline Kelly (contact details below). 

Training Days 
 

Details of training events can be found on Butterfly Conservation’s website www.butterfly-conservation.org/events.  
Please contact us if you are interested in arranging specific events. 

Butterfly Conservation Factsheets- 
 

Butterfly Conservation has factsheets detailing the ecology of more than 50 different butterflies and moths (the majority of 
which are UK BAP priority species). Habitat management recommendations are also included. If you would like copies of any 
other factsheets please contact Butterfly Conservation, or download them from www.butterfly-conservation.org/Butterfly-
Factsheets, www.butterfly-conservation.org/Moth-Factsheets, www.butterfly-conservation.org/Habitat-AdviceFactsheets 
. 
 
 
 
 
 

http://butterfly-conservation.org/49/in-your-area.html
http://butterfly-conservation.org/49/in-your-area.html
http://butterfly-conservation.org/49/in-your-area.html
http://butterfly-conservation.org/244/events.html
http://butterfly-conservation.org/3545/Butterfly-Factsheets.html
http://butterfly-conservation.org/3538/Moth-Factsheets.html
http://butterfly-conservation.org/3545/Butterfly-Factsheets.html
http://butterfly-conservation.org/3545/Butterfly-Factsheets.html
http://butterfly-conservation.org/3538/Moth-Factsheets.html
http://butterfly-conservation.org/3547/Habitat-AdviceFactsheets.html

