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Speckled Wood Newsletter          Issue 18, Spring 2016 

 
 Newsletter reporting on work to conserve Lepidoptera on Forestry 
Commission Land in England. 

Welcome to the eighteenth edition of “Speckled Wood”, an email newsletter produced by Butter-
fly Conservation and Forestry Commission England (FCE) about the conservation work to benefit 
threatened butterflies and moths on priority sites on FCE land. Thank you for all the positive 
feedback we have received for previous issues and the articles sent for inclusion.  
This issue contains articles relating to Priority Sites and Species from the South District with a 
feature on three strategy woodlands and their FDP’s. There is also a ‘Special Feature’ on the 
Haldon Forest project in the West District on pages 5-6. 
 
The promotion of new apps is located on page 7. Details of volunteer opportunities threatened 
butterflies and moths factsheets and Butterfly Conservation events can be found on page 8.  

Forest Design Plans under development for key 
Lepidoptera sites in South England Forest District 
Jay Doyle, District Ecologist, South England Forest District, Forest-
ry Commission 

Email: jay.doyle@forestry.gsi.gov.uk  

Foreword   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Jay Doyle, South England Ecologist provides an overview of three 
key sites for Lepidoptera in the South England Forest District that 
are in the process of having a new Forest Design Plan (FDP) pre-
pared and discusses how the focal Lepidoptera species stand to 
benefit from the redesign of these strategic forest planning docu-
ments.  
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Pearl-bordered Fritillary 

The New Forest Inclosures  
Priority Grade A Site 
Consultation open from 11th April 2016 

The Planning Team in the South England Forest District have been busy preparing a new Forest Design Plan (FDP) for the 
Inclosures of the New Forest (the woodland dominated areas beyond the Open Forest). The South District Planning and Envi-
ronment team met with Butterfly Conservation staff in early 2016 to discuss future conservation opportunities for Lepidoptera 
and enhance populations of threatened woodland species at a landscape-scale in The New Forest.  

One of the key indicator species in ancient woodland that 
will benefit from the measures set out in the New Forest 
Inclosures Forest Design Plan (FDP).  

The New Forest is perhaps the most protected conservation area in Britain with 
its expansive mix of woodland, wood-pasture, heathland, streams and valley 
mires being covered by SSSI, SPA, SAC and Ramsar designations. The New 
Forest contains 10 Priority Lepidoptera Sites (PLSs) that were identified under 
the joint Conservation Strategy for the Public Forest Estate in England. Flagship 
species such as Pearl-bordered Fritillary Boloria euphrosyne and Small Pearl-
bordered Fritillary B. selene today depend on the New Forest as an important 
refuge as populations have been lost from other key sites in Hampshire and the 
wider South East Region. 

http://www.forestry.gov.uk/forestry/INFD-9P9HJH
http://www.forestry.gov.uk/forestry/INFD-9PYCMK
mailto:jay.doyle@forestry.gsi.gov.uk
http://www.forestry.gov.uk/forestry/INFD-9PYCMK
https://englandconsult.forestry.gov.uk/forest-districts/new-forest-inclosures-forest-design-plan-2016/consult_view
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Contd. From page 1 
The New Forest Inclosures, Priority Grade A Site 

 
 

A key long-term goal of the new FDP for the New Forest Inclosures is to create a more dynamic landscape to the benefit of 
key Lepidoptera sites and their focal species. As ancient and native woodland restoration is progressed over the coming dec-
ades, silvicultural management regimes will shift away from the clearfell-restock cycle which has dominated since conifer 
plantations were historically established on ancient woodland sites. Forest management will in time move to more interesting 
regime where native broadleaf woodland can be manipulated under the Alternatives to Clearfell (ATC) system. For many 
woodland Lepidoptera which depend on the maintenance of warm, open conditions a novel interpretation of ATC at focal Lep-
idoptera sites in combination with the enhancement of edge habitat adjoining internal woodland corridors (along forest roads, 
rides and streams) will hopefully increase the amount of suitable habitat for butterflies and moths that have been in decline 
across the wider British landscape. 

The New Forest Keepers and Beat Foresters have been working to maintain 
and enhance a wide range of butterfly and moth species via a combination 
of ongoing sustainable harvesting and targeted conservation management 
delivered through a mixture of external contractors and the Forestry Com-
missions volunteer service. Butterfly Conservation volunteers are able to 
provide vital feedback on the fortunes of individual species through the an-
nual submission of transect data which when viewed over longer periods of 
time depicts important site by site trends.  

As ever when managing at a landscape-scale it can prove a 
challenge to balance the needs of individual species and spe-
cies assemblages that depend upon a particular type of habitat 
at a certain stage of succession against the requirements of wid-
er ecological interest but Forest Enterprise is confident that via a 
combination of the measures set out in the FDP and by continu-
ing to work in close collaboration with Butterfly Conservation an 
effective balance can be struck whereby the New Forest contin-
ues to provide safe refuge for a wide selection of threatened 
Lepidoptera. 
 
 

Alice Holt Forest 
Priority Grade C Site 
FDP available  

A wide bracken woodland ride edge in the Parkhill block of the New Forest, 
supports Pearl-bordered Fritillary 

Pearl-bordered Fritillary habitat with violets among bracken at 
Parkhill,, New Forest  
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The 850 (ha) Alice Holt Forest which straddles the Hampshire-Surrey boundary in 
East Hampshire is comprised of 7 Forest Inclosures including The Straights, Goose 
Green, Abbott’s Wood, Lodge, Holt Pound, Willow’s Green and Glenbervie In-
closures. The majority of the site has been selected as a Site of Interest for Nature 
Conservation (SINC) or Local Wildlife Site and in 2010 the Forest Inclosures were 
incorporated into the South Downs National Park. A small part of Lodge Inclosure is 
designated as a SSSI and adjoins the Butterfly Conservation managed Bentley Sta-
tion Meadow Reserve.  
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Purple Emperor 

‘Flagship’ species and emblem for 
Alice Holt that is likely to benefit from 
the transition to a more dynamic na-
tive forest.  

The South England Ecologist has provided significant input into the development of 
the new Alice Holt Forest Design Plan (FDP) where the Lepidoptera assemblage 
features as a key consideration.  

https://englandconsult.forestry.gov.uk/forest-districts/woodlands-of-rogate-forest-plan
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Large parts of the Alice Holt complex were historically converted to conifer plantation but significant areas of the forest are 
dominated by mature Oak plantation referred to as ‘Napoleonic oak’ in light of the period in which the stands were established 
some 200 years ago. As these native woodland areas have matured and been selectively thinned the margins and interiors of 
the Oak high forest have taken on an increasingly natural character.  
 
Since c.2000 the introduction of a national ancient and native woodland restoration programme has meant that the conifer 
plantations established on ancient woodland sites from the 1950s onwards are gradually being restored back to a native spe-
cies composition. As with The New Forest Inclosures, the reversion back to a native woodland over time will see the demise of 
conventional clearfell-restock silvicultural regimes. By the novel manipulation of future woodland cover it will be possible to 
create a more dynamic forest environment and combining structurally diverse stands with an enhanced network of internal 
corridors, a much wider suite of Lepidoptera will be able to persist and thrive at the forest-scale, ranging from the butterflies of 
open yet shifting ephemeral space through to shade tolerant woodland interior moths.  

Contd. From page 2 
Alice Holt, Priority Grade C Site 

Management of the Bentley Station Meadow SSSI is split be-
tween Butterfly Conservation and Forest Enterprise though 
both organisations are committed to collaborative working and 
the 2013-2018 Forestry Commission England SSSI Manage-
ment Plan for Bentley Station Meadow (Unit 2 being under 
PFE management) has enveloped an additional 10 ha of non-
SSSI ancient woodland due east of the SSSI as part of an 
ecological buffering project which will triple the size of the pro-
tected area.  
 
A long-term goal would be to negotiate an extension of the 
SSSI boundary with Natural England to include this additional 
area of regenerating ancient woodland, forest meadow and 
wetland. Currently, Lepidoptera conservation efforts will focus 
on enhancing the structural diversity of linear corridors (along 
forest roads, rides and streams) and internal open space such 
as the land adjoining Bentley Station Meadow SSSI.  

The following measures have been built into the plan with a view to benefiting Lepidoptera:  
 
 Progression of ancient and native woodland restoration (with a transition to a silvicultural management regime that 

creates a more diverse woodland structure through both time and space); 
 Enhancement of internal woodland corridors (vegetation adjoining roads, rides and streams); 
 Enhancement of internal open spaces including linkage with external conservation sites (e.g. Bentley Station 

Meadow).  

As the objectives and actions that are set out in the new FDP for Alice Holt Forest are implemented Forest Enterprise staff will 
work with Butterfly Conservation to identify opportunities to target future conservation enhancements through a combination of 
direct input via harvesting or external contractors, corporate/volunteer work parties and joint funding bids. As Lepidoptera spe-
cies respond to habitat change (and indeed ongoing climate change) it will be necessary to capture the changing fortunes of 
the butterfly and moth assemblages and the information provided through volunteer derived transect and moth data by Butter-
fly Conservation branch members will be of crucial importance to informing sustainable forest management in this important 
and evolving ancient forest.  

The focal Lepidoptera at Alice Holt today include White Admiral Limenitis camilla, Silver-washed Fritillary Argynnis paphia and 
Purple Emperor Apatura iris which itself comprises the emblem of the forest attracting people from far and wide during its sum-
mer flight period. 
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White Admiral 

http://butterfly-conservation.org/2401-1936/bentley-station-meadow-hampshire.html
http://magic.defra.gov.uk/MagicMap.aspx?startTopic=Designations&activelayer=siteunitIndex&query=HYPERLINK%3D%271008003%27
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This species stands to benefit from the pro-
posed corridor enhancements that have been 
set out in the new SSSI plan for Chiddingfold 
Forest.  

Chiddingfold Forest 
Priority Grade A Site 
FDP available  

Forest Enterprise manage approximately 840 hectares (ha) of Chiddingfold 
Forest with The Woodland Trust, Surrey Wildlife Trust and private landowners 
managing smaller components of the forest all of which connect to the Public 
Forest Estate (PFE). Butterfly Conservation in-turn sublet the Oaken Wood 
Reserve from Forest Enterprise and this has been managed for many years 
by a team of dedicated volunteers from the Surrey & SW London Branch.  
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Wood White Some 543 ha of the forest has been designated as a SSSI and 90% of this 
protected area falls under the management of Forest Enterprise. Chiddingfold 
Forest is subdivided under a variety of local names but is referred to under the 
following block names by Forest Enterprise for management purposes: Pock-
ford Woods, Tugley Woods, Fisherlane Wood, Ashpark Wood, Kingspark-
Birchfold Woods, Hog Wood and Sidney Wood.  

During the time since an interim FDP and SSSI plan was produced in  2006  both Pearl-bordered Fritillary Boloria euphrosyne 
and Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary B. selene have been lost from the 840 ha complex which spans two of England’s most 
heavily wooded counties (i.e. Surrey and West Sussex). The loss of these focal Fritillaries was most likely in response to the 
lack of active woodland management, large-scale management changes away from clearfell cycles that occurred over a peri-
od of years and the lack of a substantial coppice resource across the forest that could have been placed under cyclical man-
agement. In the case of Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary climate change has been implicated in its loss from the wider South 
East Region.   

However, Chiddingfold Forest is still a rich Lepidoptera site supporting Wood 
White Leptidea sinapsis, Dingy Skipper Erynnis tages, White Admiral Limenitis 
camilla, Grizzled Skipper Pyrgus malvae, Brown Hairstreak Thecla betulae, 
Purple Emperor Apatura iris and Silver-washed Fritillary Argynnis paphia but-
terflies and Common Fan-foot Pechipogo strigilata, White Line-snout Schrankia 
taenialis, Drab Looper Minoa murinata and Betony Case-bearer Coleophora 
wockeella moths amongst many others.  
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Betony Case-bearer Coleophora wockeella  

The principal challenge in developing a revised SSSI plan for Chiddingfold Forest is the need to include management that will  
include all of the stages of the successional spectrum. Since 2000 much work has been conducted on the spatial ecology of 
woodland bats in and around the Chiddingfold complex and it has become apparent just how important this part of the PFE is 
for rare bats including both the Bechstein’s and Barbastelle bat.  

Proposed measures set out in the SSSI plan for Chiddingfold Forest that will benefit the ‘A’ grade Lepidoptera conservation 
interest:  
 An ongoing ancient and native woodland restoration programme (adding structural diversity to the margins and 

interior of woodland stands as the conifer component draws down); 
 A mapped network of Priority Ecological Corridors (PECs) whereby road and ride side vegetation will be managed 

on a more strategic basis i.e. continuation and reinvigoration of a forest-scale widening and scalloping programme; 
 The maintenance of existing and creation of additional Forest Meadows supporting species-rich grassland and fringing 

scrub communities (offset from but connected to the above PEC network);  
 A transition to Alternatives to Clearfell (ATC) silviculture as the conifer component draws down over time (this will 

add structural diversity through time and space and include PEC and Forest Meadow); 
 A move towards improved collaboration between landowners and managers in the Chiddingfold Forest and en-

hanced deployment of volunteers to assist with common issues e.g. invasive plant control, coppice management; 
 Improved interpretation and promotion of the ecological interest and biodiversity conservation efforts underway 

across the complex with Lepidoptera providing a focal element; 
 Drive to manage deer populations at an acceptable level which does not compromise forest regeneration and biodi-

versity conservation objectives. 

https://englandconsult.forestry.gov.uk/forest-districts/chiddingfold-forest-plan
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The funding has enabled the following management works to be under-

taken: 

 Clearance of  0.6ha of windblown trees at Kidden's Plantation 

 Clearance of approx. 1.5ha of scrub and vegetation at Kidden's 

Plantation, Great Plantation and North Wood  

 Widening of  approx. 1000m  of rides at Great Plantation 

 Planting of over 750 Common Dog-violet plants at Great Planta-

tion 

 

The recent work has been funded through a Grantscape award, supported by Devon Waste Management, with additional 

management carried out through two generous donations from Waitrose shoppers in Teignmouth and Torquay.  

Making Space for the Pearl-bordered Fritillaries 
Jenny Plackett,  Senior Regional Officer, Butterfly Conservation 

Email: jplackett@butterfly-conservation.org  

 

    
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

A project to improve the fortunes of the Pearl-bordered Fritillary, one of our 
most rapidly declining butterflies, has just been completed in the Forestry 
Commission’s Haldon Forest Estate, near Kennford, Devon. 
 
The fortunes of the butterfly have not been good in recent years – BC’s report 
‘The State of the UK’s Butterflies 2015’ shows a 95% decline in the occur-
rence of the butterfly during the period from 1976-2014, and 71% decline in 
abundance.  
 
But despite suffering the second greatest distribution decrease of any extant 
butterfly, its fortunes have been given a boost!  
 
A SITA grant awarded to Butterfly Conservation funded a 3 year project on 
Forestry Commission sites from 2011, which saw considerable habitat gains, 
and this latest project has resulted in further management work being under-
taken over the last year at three sites, Kidden’s Plantation, Great Plantation 
and North Wood. 

SPECIAL FEATURE-West District 
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Pearl-bordered Fritillary basking in the newly  
created ride 

Machinery funded by Grantscape removes  surface brash at Kidden's 
Plantation 

P
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Once the rains stop and the site dries out a little, the Forestry Commis-
sion will grind down the stumps across all the areas where felling has 
taken place, so that mowing machinery can be used to maintain the 
sites in the future.  
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Product  from the management  at Great Plantation waiting for loading 

Felling of 0.3ha of conifer at Kidden's Plantation 

was kindly undertaken by the National Grid at their 

expense, to support the biodiversity outcomes of 

the project. They were felling trees nearby and 

agreed to remove a strip alongside an existing fritil-

lary site to increase the extent of available breeding 

habitat. 

mailto:jplackett@butterfly-conservation.org
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Public engagement activities have been run alongside the practical 
management work. A training event to teach  monitoring and identify-
ing Pearl-bordered and Small Pearl-bordered Fritillaries was run, and 
two volunteer work parties were held at Great Plantation, working with 
25 volunteers from Exeter University. Over 750 Common Dog-violets 
(the larval foodplant) were planted, and scrub was cleared from two 
areas of the wood. The violet plants were kindly grown on by Paignton 
Zoo staff from previously collected seed. 

Grateful thanks to Ben Philipps, Jonny Holmes and Tim Powles from the Forestry Commission for their support with the pro-
ject, and to all the volunteers who have helped with project delivery, notably Dave Land who has undertaken butterfly survey-
ing on the Haldon sites for many years. Thanks too to Amanda Hunter and Bill Deakins for help with  monitoring, and the team 
at Paignton Zoo for propagating the violet plants, and to our funders from Devon Waste Management and Waitrose. 
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Exeter University volunteers, Great Plantation 

Butterfly monitoring in the form of one-off timed counts has taken place 
at each of the sites over a number of years, and weekly counts 
throughout the butterfly’s flight period have been undertaken at the 
core site, Kidden’s Plantation.  

Further work is due to be undertaken by the Forestry Commission, and it is hoped that the positive impacts of all this manage-

ment will be there for all to enjoy, during the flight period (April/May) this year! 
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Ride Widening, Great Plantation Ride Widening, Great Plantation 
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Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary 

SPECIAL FEATURE-West District contd. 

The results in 2015 were not as high as hoped (maximum count of 27 Pearl-bordered Fritillary at Kidden's Plantation, 11 at 
North Wood and 12 at Great Plantation), however last spring was cool and quite dull during the flight period, so we hope for 
better this year! It was encouraging to note that the butterfly continues to be recorded albeit in low numbers across newly cre-
ated patches of habitat at each of the 3 sites.  
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Phone Apps 

 

 

The iRecord Butterflies app is much more than just an aide to butterfly identification. It provides 
an easy, single-step route to contributing your butterfly sightings to Butterfly Conservation’s na-
tional recording scheme.  
 
Such sightings (termed ‘records’) provide the essential foundation for much-needed conservation 
work to help the UK’s declining butterflies. So download the app onto your Smartphone and get 
out in the sunshine to see, enjoy, identify and record butterflies this year. 

iRecord Butterflies 
By Butterfly Conservation, Available FREE via iTunes and 
Google Store  

Butterfly Conservation’s Smartphone app iRecord Butterflies, was 
launched in 2014, is completely free and is available for iOS and 
Android devices. 
 
iRecord Butterflies will guide you through the identification of any 
butterfly than you see in the UK. You can compare you own photo 
with those from the app’s extensive image library, filter species by 

big butterfly count 2016 
By Butterfly Conservation, 
 Available FREE via iTunes and Google Store    

           
 

The big butterfly count is a nationwide survey aimed at 

helping us assess the health of our environment.  

It was launched in 2010 and has rapidly become the world's 
biggest survey of butterflies. Over 52,000 people took part in 
2015, counting over 580,000 individual butterflies and day-

flying moths across the UK (see the 2015 results).   

Join in with big butterfly count 2016 from 15 July - 7 August. 

Simply count butterflies for 15 minutes during bright (preferably sunny) weather during the big but-
terfly count. We have chosen this time of year because most butterflies are at the adult stage of 
their lifecycle, so more likely to be seen. Records are welcome from anywhere: from parks, school 
grounds and gardens, to fields and forests.  
 

You can submit separate records for different dates at the same place, and for differ-

ent places that you visit. Remember that your count is useful even if you do not see any 

butterflies or moths. 

You can send in your sightings online at www.bigbutterflycount.org or by using our FREE big 
butterfly count smartphone apps available for iOS and Android. 

https://itunes.apple.com/gb/app/irecord-butterflies/id815539116?mt=8
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.natural_apptitude.butterfly
https://itunes.apple.com/gb/app/big-butterfly-count/id658158833?mt=8
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=org.bigbutterflycount.app
http://www.bigbutterflycount.org/2015mainresults
http://www.bigbutterflycount.org/
https://itunes.apple.com/gb/app/big-butterfly-count/id658158833?mt=8
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=org.bigbutterflycount.app
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Key Contacts 
 

For further information please contact Caroline Kelly at Butterfly Conservation (ckelly@butterfly-conservation.org, 01929 
406029)  

Next Issue 
 

If you have any news about butterflies and moths from your district, (new projects, information or management advice) that 
you would like to appear in this newsletter then please write an article of no more than 400 words and send it and any accom-
panying photos to Caroline Kelly (ckelly@butterfly-conservation.org) by  1st September 2016 so it can be included in the next 
newsletter.  

Encouraging volunteers to survey and monitor priority sites 
 
Volunteers play a key role in surveying and monitoring Lepidoptera on Forestry Commission England sites. The data this pro-
vides is vital to enable understanding of the changes in Lepidoptera populations and provides a basis for management advice. 
To encourage further survey work at Forestry Commission England  sites, get in touch with the local Butterfly Conservation 
branch (http://butterfly-conservation.org/49/in-your-area.html) and other local volunteers. If Forestry Commission staff request 
survey work, there may be Forestry Commission England funds available to fund volunteer expenses. If you require assis-
tance to set up monitoring please get in touch with Butterfly Conservation Regional Branches (http://butterfly-
conservation.org/49/in-your-area.html) or Caroline Kelly (contact details below). 

Training Days 
 

Details of training events can be found on Butterfly Conservation’s website www.butterfly-conservation.org/events.  
Please contact us if you are interested in arranging specific events. 

Butterfly Conservation Factsheets- 
 

Butterfly Conservation has factsheets detailing the ecology of more than 50 different butterflies and moths (the majority of 
which are UK BAP priority species). Habitat management recommendations are also included. If you would like copies of any 
other factsheets please contact Butterfly Conservation, or download them from www.butterfly-conservation.org/Butterfly-
Factsheets, www.butterfly-conservation.org/Moth-Factsheets, www.butterfly-conservation.org/Habitat-AdviceFactsheets 

http://butterfly-conservation.org/49/in-your-area.html
http://butterfly-conservation.org/49/in-your-area.html
http://butterfly-conservation.org/49/in-your-area.html
http://butterfly-conservation.org/244/events.html
http://butterfly-conservation.org/3545/Butterfly-Factsheets.html
http://butterfly-conservation.org/3538/Moth-Factsheets.html
http://butterfly-conservation.org/3545/Butterfly-Factsheets.html
http://butterfly-conservation.org/3545/Butterfly-Factsheets.html
http://butterfly-conservation.org/3538/Moth-Factsheets.html
http://butterfly-conservation.org/3547/Habitat-AdviceFactsheets.html
http://magic.defra.gov.uk/MagicMap.aspx?startTopic=Designations&activelayer=siteunitIndex&query=HYPERLINK%3D%271008003%27
http://magic.defra.gov.uk/MagicMap.aspx?startTopic=Designations&activelayer=siteunitIndex&query=HYPERLINK%3D%271008003%27
http://magic.defra.gov.uk/MagicMap.aspx?startTopic=Designations&activelayer=siteunitIndex&query=HYPERLINK%3D%271008003%27
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