
2015 Fritillary report from Jenny Plackett, BC Two Moors Threatened Butterfly Project Officer 

In general it was a good year for High Brown Fritillaries and Marsh Fritillaries, although 
numbers were not as high as those seen in 2014, when the weather during the flight periods 
was warmer and sunnier. See graphs of indices attached. 
  
High Brown Fritillary (HBF) - monitoring was 
carried out at all sites where the butterfly 
had been recorded since 2002 (when regular 
annual recording began), some 28 sites. 
Positive records obtained from 23 sites, 
although many of these were records of low 
numbers or singletons. There are two large 
populations within Devon, at Heddon Valley 
in Exmoor (centred around Trentishoe 
Combe) and the Dart Valley on Dartmoor 
(centred around Aish Tor). Both of these sites 
had good numbers of definite HBF recorded 
on timed counts, whilst very high numbers of 
unidentified large frits were recorded at Aish 
Tor (171 large frits recorded on one visit from 
the transect). In the last two years, four new 
sites have been colonised in the Heddon 
Valley.  One HBF was recorded this year in 
the Teign Valley at Dunsford Nature Reserve 
(DWT), but the population here is now very 
marginal and no definite sightings were 
confirmed in the historic colony area at 
Castle Drogo. The Walkham Valley population 
appears small but stable, following scrub 
control and targeted grazing management.   
 
 
Marsh Fritillary (MF) - presence 
confirmed at 42 Dartmoor sites, and 
numbers were good although not as 
high as last years' peak. The start of 
the season seemed a bit delayed 
possibly due to the cool spring and fairly 
poor, dull summer weather. The larval 
web surveys were carried out from mid 
August to late September and many 
webs were smaller than normal with 
individual larvae also considerably smaller than their usual growth stage in August/early 
September. Presence of the MF parasite, Cotesia bignellii was noted at several sites so this 
may have an impact on numbers next year. 
 



Pearl Bordered Fritillary (PBF) - During the flight period, 170 surveys were carried out 
across 74 different sites to record PBF. Presence was confirmed in 58 of these sites, and a 
total of 899 PBF were counted. This compares with 197 surveys carried out in 2014 across 
91 sites with positive records from 69 sites, and a total PBF count of 1041. Interestingly, the 
average number of individuals recorded at each occupied site was 15 in both years! Again, 
the cool and dull spring weather of 2015 did no favours for our early-spring flying PBFs, and 
in the last couple of year’s occurrence and abundance of the butterfly has not topped that 
recorded during the warm springs we enjoyed in 2011 and 2012. 
 
Heath Fritillary (HF) (Somerset) - 18 sites surveyed, with 14 occupied and 4 unoccupied 
sites. Overall the butterfly seems stable, with the total number of sites the same over the 
past 3 years, and with colony numbers increasing since 2012 - but decreasing from 17 to 14 
since 2011. 2011 was a peak in HF site occupation and number of colonies. In terms of a 5 
year trend (since 2011) of the 18 sites surveyed, there are 6 declining in colony size, 5 sites 
increasing and 2 re-colonisations and the rest stable. There has also been one re-
introduction which took place last summer - the introduced adults laid eggs and 
larvae successfully overwintered with larvae and adults recorded this year.  
 
Continued annual monitoring of all the fritillary species is vital, and any offers of help in 
surveying would be most welcome. 
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If you would like more information about volunteering to help with fritillary surveying (or 
helping with conserving any of our Devon butterfly species) please the Devon Branch of 
Butterfly Conservation on contact@devon-butterflies.org.uk 
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