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Please send in your butterfly records for 2015. A spreadsheet can be download-
ed from the Devon BC website www.devon-butterflies.org.uk  Paper forms can be 
obtained from Amanda Hunter which when completed should be sent to Roger 
Bristow, County Butterfly Recorder (see committee list page 19) . 
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From the editor 
So far a butterfly season similar to last year in that most butterfly species have 
had at least some okay breeding weather. At the moment in late August, wet 
conditions will be affecting second broods of some of our commoner butterflies 
such as Common Blue and Small Copper and also the new (only) brood of 
Brown Hairstreak, but there are still a few weeks left for things to improve. But-
terflies, despite their apparent frailty are surprisingly resilient creatures and 
even in very limited bright conditions will breed and complete their life cycles 
(just as well for those living in Britain!). 
 
Devon Branch of BC now has over 700 members and rising which is great 
news considering today’s financial constraints and that there are so many wor-
thy causes to support. This demonstrates that having wildlife in our environ-
ment is important to a lot of Devon residents and adds to their quality of life.  
Butterflies and moths do need our help and Devon BC committee are resolute-
ly committed to spending branch funds directly on conservation work.  
 
 

Volunteering in the branch - Barry Henwood, Chairman 

Your branch committee keeps a small list of names of the dedicated members 
who have offered to help us in various ways and we are very grateful to them 
for all the things they do to help conserve Devon’s butterflies and their habi-
tats. However, we really need many more volunteers to cover the various 
tasks and requests that we deal with. We could achieve so much more with a 
larger number of volunteers and a bigger pool of potential helpers would mean 
each volunteer could commit to as little or as much time as is convenient for them. 
 
The “All the Moor Butterflies” project will hopefully come to fruition (see page 4 
in this newsletter edition) and this brings an exciting element of community 
engagement into our work in Devon. It will, therefore, be very helpful to have a 
good list of those of you who are interested in volunteering and to know in 
what areas you could potentially help us. Volunteering can be fun and reward-
ing and there are many ways to get involved – not just the usual conservation 
tasks of cutting down scrub in the winter or flattening bracken in the summer! 
 
Enclosed with your paper copy of this newsletter (or attached to your e-mailed 
copy) is a flyer about volunteering with us and the different ways you could 
help. Please read it carefully and give serious thought to filling it in and return-
ing it. If you have any queries please send it in anyway but write queries on the 
form (or the reverse of it) and we will get back to you. Please return it even if 
you volunteer already (or are on the committee) as we are compiling a new 
and more comprehensive list of volunteers and this will ensure we have all 
your details up to date. Any problems with returning the form please contact 
membership@devon-butterflies.org.uk. 

mailto:membership@devon-butterflies.org.uk
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Could you be our new Branch Volunteer Co-ordinator? 
In addition to our appeal for more branch volunteers it would be really helpful if 
one member would like to volunteer to join the Committee as a Branch Volun-
teer Co-ordinator.  In the past each member of the Committee has kept in 
touch with individual groups of volunteers but this results in a rather fragment-
ed approach.  Keeping volunteers up to date with our volunteering opportuni-
ties and being able to deal with email queries from our volunteers is something 
we feel we ought to do better, and having a dedicated Committee member for 
our volunteers would be a way of achieving this.  So, if any member would like 
more information about this please don’t hesitate to contact me on member-
ship@devon-butterflies.org.uk and I’ll be happy to chat through any queries 
you might have. 
Amanda Hunter, Membership Officer 
 
 

All the Moor Butterflies - a new 
project in the South-West  
 
All the Moor Butterflies aims to save 
some of the South-West’s most threat-
ened butterfly and moth species. The 
project will work with landowners helping 
to conserve these target species, as well 
as engaging with communities to show 
them the wonder of their local wildlife.  
 
Background: All the Moor Butterflies will work across some of the re-

gion’s most spectacular moorland landscapes. Exmoor, Dartmoor and Bodmin 
Moor host nationally important populations of some of our most threatened 
species.  
 
The project will focus on the following species:-  
High Brown Fritillary – declined by 79% since the 1970s (found on Exmoor & Dartmoor).  
Heath Fritillary – declined by 25% (found on Exmoor).  
Marsh Fritillary – declined by 46% (found on Exmoor, Dartmoor & Bodmin Moor).  
Pearl-bordered Fritillary – declined by 61% (found on Dartmoor & Bodmin Moor).  
Small pearl-bordered Fritillary – declined by 34% (found on Exmoor, Dart-

moor and Bodmin Moor).  
Narrow-bordered Bee Hawkmoth – declined by 43% (found on Dartmoor 

and Bodmin Moor).  
 
These wonderful species depend on the specialised and rare habitats found 
on these nationally important moorland areas. The project will work to con-
serve three main types of habitat, which are of national conservation importance:- 
1. Purple moor-grass and rush pasture. This species rich, wet grassland 

Marsh Fritillary (Ian Leach) 

mailto:membership@devon-butterflies.org.uk
mailto:membership@devon-butterflies.org.uk
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(often called Rhôs pasture or Culm) contains a lush tussocky sward, that is 
home to many species of flowering plant. It often holds lots of Devil’s-bit scabi-
ous, which is the food plant of the Marsh fritillary and Narrow-bordered bee 
hawkmoth. Marsh violet is also found in this damp grassland, which is a food 
plant for the Small pearl-bordered fritillary. Up to half of this vital habitat has 
been lost, with Dartmoor remaining one of its last remaining strongholds.  
2. Upland heathland. 10-15% of the world’s moorland is found in the UK, 
though much is degraded and has been lost. The heath on Exmoor hosts a 
nationally significant population of Heath fritillary.  
3. Bracken/grass mosaic. Many of these moorlands steep valley sides 

contain swathes of bracken, accompanied by violets growing through. These 
warm, sheltered conditions are ideal for the High Brown, Pearl-bordered and 
Small Pearl-bordered fritillaries that require the heat to develop and survive.  
 
Development: The Heritage Lottery Fund has provided a grant to help us 
develop the project, which will run over 3 years, starting in 2016. The project 
has several aims: 1. To conserve existing populations of the target species, by 
working with landowners to help them manage their land for these species.  
2. To restore suitable habitat patches within existing metapopulation networks, 
with the aim of increasing the number of occupied sites. 3. To raise awareness 

of the target species, ensuring people become more connected to these rare 
and threatened species. 4. To bring people and wildlife closer together, giving 

people the opportunity to explore these magnificent landscapes and discover 
new wildlife. 5. To train local volunteers in how to monitor the target species, 

as well as carrying out practical conservation tasks to manage the habitat.  
 
Over the next 8 months we will be working with partners to put together the 
final plans for the project. We will be consulting with communities and local 
groups to bring people into the project. We will be running pilot workshops and 
events, as well as engaging with landowners, to ensure the project has the 
support it needs to succeed.  
 
We want to hear from you! We want to hear your views on these species, 
and find out from you the kinds of events you might like to attend. We want to 
make sure that we design the project to suit what people want. By completing 
the online survey (link below) you can give your valuable input into the project: 
http://dotmailer-surveys.com/m/31dgt0d-bb1chh61   
Simon Phelps, from Butterfly Conservation, will also be contacting randomly 
selected members from Devon, to conduct a telephone survey. He will only be 
contacting members who have given their permission to be contacted and 
there is no obligation to complete it.  
 
Contact and get involved: If you would like to find out more and see if 
you can input into the development of this project, contact Simon Phelps, All 
the Moor Butterflies Development Officer: sphelps@butterfly-conservation.org    
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Devon BC  

Members’ Day 

and AGM,  

Boniface  

Centre,   

Crediton  

Parish Church  

Sat. 31st  

October 2015  

 
Programme for the day:- 
 

  9.30: Doors open 
10.00: Chair’s welcome 
10.05: AGM - proceedings kept as short as possible! 
10.45: Coffee 
11.15: “Emperors, queens, dragons, tigers, potters, robbers and assassins:   
 the lives and habitats of some amazing insects” - Charles Tyler 
12.15: All the Moor Butterflies - Simon Phelps a newly-appointed BC officer   
 will talk about this new initiative covering Cornwall, Devon and Somerset. 
12.45: Lunch. Booking necessary - see below 
  2.00: “Investigating identity theft” - John Bebbington will be revealing  
  how wildlife can be brilliant at disguise 
  3.00: “Life on the verge” - David Hinde will show how insects can be  
  encouraged on our roadsides 
  3.20: “Butterflies in banana crates” - Roger Bristow 
  3.40: Tea & cake 
  4.15: Finish 
 
In the AGM business, members will be asked to adopt an updated version of 
the Branch Rules (see opposite page). 
 
Lunch, (£8)a meat/cheese buffet and warm dessert will be provided by 
Crediton WI. Lunches must be booked no later than 24th October,. To re-

serve lunch contact Jenny Evans: contact@devon-butterflies.org.uk or tele-
phone 01837 871 163 (mob: 07885 473050) 
 
Crediton Parish Church is on the A377 main road which from Exeter direc-

tion is on the right not long after passing the turning for the road to Tiverton 
(A3072) and before the shops. From north Devon on A377, shortly after passing 
all the town centre shops, look for entrance to Parish Church on the left. Boniface 

Boniface Centre in Crediton (Susan White) 
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Updating the Devon Branch Rules 
 
At the AGM on 31st October 2015 the Branch Committee will be asking mem-
bers to vote to adopt a more up to date version of the Branch Rules. These 
new rules will be in line with the Branch Rules template that Butterfly Conser-
vation currently recommend to branches. 
 
There are very few changes and in general these are merely cosmetic, for exam-
ple the BC Executive Committee referred to in the older version of the rules is 
now called the BC Council. Other differences reflect some changes which have 
already taken place, like the change in the BC financial year from one ending 
30th June to the current arrangement of the financial year ending 31st March. 
 
A new item which BC now ask Branches to put into their Rules is the require-
ment for Branch Financial Accounts to be examined annually by someone 
independent of the Branch Committee. This is in item 8.2 of the new rules 
and we will appoint the independent examiner at the AGM. 
 
Both the old version and the new version of the Branch Rules will be available for 
members to view on the Branch Website www.devon-butterflies.org.uk during 
October and members will be asked to vote to adopt the new version at the 
AGM. The new version of the Branch Rules will remain on the Branch Website 
so that members can download them at any time if they wish. 
 
If you have any questions about the branch rules changes, please email us:  
contact@devon-butterflies.org.uk or telephone a committee member. 

Centre is on the right as you go down 
the Parish Church drive - keep on to 
rear of church for parking. 

 
Our Members’ Days have been very 
popular in recent years not least be-
cause we have been fortunate to 
have some very good speakers. This 
year should be no exception as our 
two principal speakers will be exhibit-
ing some superb photos. Members’ 
Day is an excellent opportunity to 
meet other Devon members and to 
find out more about our branch and 
how to become involved if you 
want to. Field charts will be on sale 
and other general literature will be available. 

Attendees at the 2010 Members’ Day 
(Susan White) 

http://www.devon-butterflies.org.uk
mailto:contact@devon-butterflies.org.uk
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One butterfly, two records and a captivating experience 
 
Peter Reay 

 
In 2009, Lesley Austin and I initiated a vascular plant survey of the parish of 
South Brent which straddles the A38 and lies within both the South Hams and 
(partly) the Dartmoor National Park. Six years on, we are still adding to the 
parish list, which now includes well over 500 species. In 2013, the Brent Bird-
ers launched another survey, the three-year Brent Bird Survey. This also in-
cludes some honorary birds – mammals, reptiles, amphibians and butterflies. 
For both surveys, the basic recording unit is the 1-km square, and for the birds 
and butterflies we are also recording monthly. 
 
Not surprisingly, Brimstone Gonepteryx rhamni is among the 29 species of 
butterfly seen so far, mostly in spring, and it has been recorded in 11 of the 52 
squares comprising the parish. The Brimstone, according to Matthew Oates, in 
Butterflies (National Trust, 2011), is ‘a loner and a great wanderer that gets 
almost everywhere’. So, were they breeding in the parish or just wandering 
through? The latter seemed more likely because Alder Buckthorn Frangula 
alnus, the only food plant likely to be in the area, was not on our list of parish 
plants. Admittedly, some have been planted, but we haven’t included known 
plantings in the survey, and in retrospect I’m surprised that it hadn’t occurred 
to me to check these for signs of Brimstone breeding. 
 
On 27 May this year, just beyond our garden, I noticed what I took to be a 
Large White Pieris brassicae behaving strangely. It was flying backwards and 
forwards about 2 m above the ground in front of a small section of old hedge, 
and it was only when it came down to rest on the herbage that I saw that it was 
a female Brimstone and only then realised that it might 
have been egg-laying. If so, the hedge must contain Alder 
Buckthorn, and sure enough, just where the butterfly had 
flown, I was delighted to see a straggly bush among the 
Hazel Corylus avellana ‒ my first in the parish, and embar-
rassingly at a spot I walk past every day!  An added delight 
was to then discover tiny pale blue bottles on the underside 
of several of the leaves, my first Brimstone eggs (see photo 
right, Phil Dean). 
 
I subsequently found a couple of other bushes nearby, one of which had a few 
eggs, and on the original bush there were some new eggs on 5 June, with one 
leaf carrying both an original egg, now brown, and a new blue one. I also 
checked out some of the planted Alder Buckthorns in the area, but could find 
no eggs on them. Back on the original bush, the first larvae, brown and 2.5 
mm long, were found on 14 June. A week later they were green and up to 8 
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mm long, and the largest among about 15 found had reached 18 mm by 29 
June. However, soon after this, they seemed to disappear, and as it was 
probably too early for them to have pupated, I assumed they had been eat-
en. 
 
I haven’t seen a flying Brimstone in the parish since 27 May. However, I did 
take one of the larvae into captivity. By 7 July it had grown to 32 mm. The 
next day it stopped feeding, adopted a C-shape attached by threads to the 
underside of a leaf and over a few hours on 10 July, magically became a 
pupa. The pupal stage is supposed to 
last two weeks, but it was another 22 
days, on the morning of 1 August, be-
fore a butterfly eventually emerged 
(photo right, Peter Reay), presumably 
delayed because of the chilly July 
weather this year. Once the wings had 
unfurled I released it (him I think) onto a 
secluded bush and he was last seen 
hanging upside down from a twig. Hope-
fully he got away safely, but much more 
unlikely is survival for a further 10 
months to produce the grandchildren of 
the original female. And it is to that fe-
male that I am so grateful, not only for 
providing proof of Brimstone breeding in 
South Brent, but also for adding a new 
species to the parish plant list and for 
providing me with such unexpected 
pleasure and interest over two months this 
summer. A captivating experience indeed. 
 
 

Swallowtail sighting 
Chris and Margaret Frame reported a Swallowtail in their garden at Colaton Ra-
leigh, East Devon on 11th June 2015. Chris commented: “around lunchtime a 
large butterfly flew across the corner of the kitchen window and caught my atten-
tion. I dashed into our garden room to see a Swallowtail land on the gravel just 
outside, not six feet away. I had time to call my wife and for her to verify it, and 
then the local Robin swooped down and tried to seize it; luckily it failed and the 
butterfly dashed off never to be seen again (despite an awful lot of looking…). 
 
We are still recovering from the shock! Thinking logically, there have been 
strong south-easterly winds for the last couple of days (which we noticed at 
Budleigh Salterton have produced an unusually large swell) so maybe it was 
blown across from France?” 



10 

Martin Warren’s butterfly hike 27th July - 2nd August 2015 
 
Butterfly Conservation Chief Ex-
ecutive Martin Warren has com-
pleted his sponsored walk of the 
Jurassic Coast, a hike of 105 
miles from Exmouth to Swanage 
in Dorset. This achievement re-
peats his original sponsored walk 
done 10 years ago.  
 
On day 1 his wife Dee accompa-
nied him along with Barry Hen-
wood Devon BC Chair and John 
Ayres, local ambassador for the 
Jurassic Coast World Heritage 
Site. On day 2, Martin’s son Rich-
ard joined him for the day and at Branscombe they were met by Devon BC’s 
Paul and Susie Butter and also Phil Parr. For the stint through the Undercliffs 
Reserve, BC member and volunteer warden Donald Campbell joined Martin. 
 
At the end of his last day he was met by BC Vice President Thelma Barlow of 
Coronation Street fame who presented him with a cheque for over £11, 300. 
This amount should increase as more sponsorship money comes in. 
 
 

Cinnabar moth prospers again 
Last year Cinnabar day-flying moth returned to 
my garden (mating pair right P. Hurst) and my 
locality generally after a 6-year absence. In 
2014 I noted 6 sightings of the moth in the gar-
den and a few dozen caterpillars were found on 
Ragwort subsequently. This year, we had 18 
sightings of the moth in the garden between 

May 22nd and June 
15th. On June 16th I 
first noticed Cinna-
bar eggs (photo left, P. Hurst) on a Ragwort plant 
and by June 24th had found tiny larvae clustered 
on top of a Ragwort, munching the flowers. Fortu-
nately, we had a good half-dozen or so self-
seeded Ragworts in the garden that all made 
large plants, as these were needed for the 200 
plus hungry Cinnabar larvae that resulted! 

Left to right: John Ayres, Barry Henwood, 
Martin Warren, Dee Warren at Exmouth 
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Grizzled skipper, Pyrgus malvae larvae 
 
Barry Henwood 
 
14 August was a miserable day 
when it rained constantly until 
late afternoon. In the evening, I 
took Jenny Plackett and Simon 
Williams to Miltor Mator Com-
mon to look for grizzled skipper 
larvae. This is a relatively small 
area of limestone grassland near 
my Abbotskerswell home. We 
quickly found larvae in spun 
leaves of agrimony. As we 
looked around the site we dis-
cussed that bramble was a listed 
foodplant and as we did so, no-
ticed spun leaflets of bramble 
with evidence of feeding. There 
was indeed a grizzled skipper 
larva in this spinning. Our 
searching eventually revealed 6 
larvae on agrimony and 10 on 
bramble. On agrimony the most 
noticeable thing was the spun 
leaves, but on bramble the feed-
ing damage was more obvious. The bramble with larvae trailed along the ground, 
whereas bramble growing higher off the ground had no larvae on it. 
 
Jeremy Thomas (The Butterflies of Britain and Ireland) lists the plants that the 
eggs are laid on as: wild strawberry, agrimony or creeping cinquefoil and in addi-
tion tormentil, barren strawberry, wood avens, salad burnet, dog-rose and the 
short suckers of bramble may be used. As to what constitutes a foodplant is an 
interesting debate. Butterflies certainly do not always lay their eggs on what the 
larvae eat. For example silver-washed fritillary, Argynnis paphia lays eggs on the 
trunks of trees but the larvae feed on violets and silver-studded blue, Plebejus 
argus often lays eggs on bracken, whereas the larvae eat heathers, gorse, bird’s 
foot trefoil, horseshoe vetch or rock-rose. I have found grizzled skipper eggs and 
young larvae on barren strawberry in previous years at Miltor Mator Common. 
However, once a dry spell almost inevitably occurs in early summer the barren 
strawberry wilts. The larvae are very slow growing and I doubt whether they 
could successfully complete their growth on barren strawberry at that site. 
 
Looking for larvae is interesting, can be done over a much longer time period 

Top: Pyrgus malvae larva on bramble. Low-
er photo: bramble leaf spun by Pyrgus mal-

vae (photos Barry Henwood) 
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than the adults fly and does not need the sun to be shining. It is informative as to 
the butterfly’s requirements and helps with constructing management plans. 
 
The light was fading but I did manage to take some photographs of the signs left 
by the larvae on bramble. 
 
Back to basics… 
When a largish White butterfly landed in the garden I confidently thought “Large 
White” as size usually distinguishes the 2 Cabbage Whites. However when I went 
out from the conservatory for a closer look, my confidence disappeared, and I 
found myself referring to the literature to compare Large White and Small White. 
Going by the extent of black on the upper forewing edge from the wing tip, I saw 
that in fact the butterfly was Small White, and I had been fooled by the atypical 
larger size. In Large White, the black extends further down the wing edge or costa. 
 
Scarlet Tiger day-flying moth showed well in the garden again this year, one 

first appearing June 6th. Watching it, it took great interest in a particular patch of a 
large rose bush flying around the same bit, and I felt certain it must be a male that 
had located a female hidden in the vegetation. Continuing to watch, I failed to see 
any female Scarlet Tiger where the moth was concentrating its activity. Moving in 
much closer, I then saw a female Ruby Tiger that I hadn’t noticed as Ruby Tiger is 
quite a bit smaller. Soon the Scarlet Tiger actually physically brushed against the 
Ruby Tiger and then immediately lost interest and wandered away, probably hav-
ing realised its mistake! Perhaps the Ruby Tiger pheromone is related to the Scar-
let scent (they are both Arctiidae family moths) and that had caused the confusion. 
 
Fewer moths than formerly - Martin Warren referred to the moth 
“snowstorm” of driving at night not very many years ago in his sponsored walk 
blog. Recently a farmer in his 60’s asked me if there were far fewer moths 
than formerly as he recalled greater nos. in his youth. Also a rural Dawlish 
resident reported in his local paper of seeing his lane alive with moths at night 
when he was younger and wondered why they were now much less frequent.  

Bramble leaf spinning and feeding damage from Pyrgus malvae (Barry Henwood) 
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Field event reports 
 
Cerne Giant 17th May 2015 - Paul Butter 
Leaving mid Devon in low cloud and drizzle it didn't seem a very auspicious start to 
a days' butterflying on the chalk downland of Dorset. However by the time I arrived 
at 10.40 am the car park was already nearly full of keen members ready to get 
going. About half the crowd had made the journey from Devon, mainly from the 
east of the county: an impressive turn-out. Patches of sunshine came and went 
through the passing clouds and by 11.00 when we set off with our leader, Malcolm 
Wemyss from Dorset Branch, it was about 16C in the sun. 
 

Malcolm gave a short talk about the site which has been under management 
for the butterfly interest for twelve years with lots of work-parties doing winter 
scrub clearance, and very careful monitoring of grazing levels. As a result of 
this habitat improvement, specifically to encourage both Duke of Burgundy and 
Marsh Fritillary, a record 30+ Dukes had already been seen this year. 
 

Emerging from the wooded approach ride, we saw an obliging male Orange-tip. 
The sun came out as soon as we hit the downland. Almost immediately someone 
spotted a Hawkmoth on the ground and announced “Elephant Hawk”...on seeing 
the moth I said “it's actually a Small Elephant Hawk” to which the reply was “ I don't 
care how big it is I'm getting a photo”! Marsh Fritillaries were soon seen flying up 
and down the slopes along with Grizzled Skippers and Dingy Skippers. Cooler 
periods of cloud cover meant butterflies were often settling providing brilliant photo 
opportunities. Many a Marsh was snapped whilst lying still with wings outstretched. 
 

On the lower slopes, where the Cowslips were most verdant and some scrub and 
taller grasses were present, the first Duke of Burgundies were spotted. Again, they 
spent quite long periods lying on Bramble leaves and other vegetation allowing 
everyone to get good views. 
 
Unfortunately I could only stay for about an hour, but we also saw Common Blues, 
Small Heaths and Small Coppers before I left the rest of the group to explore the 
western slopes and beyond. A thoroughly good day despite the unpromising start. 
 
Langaford Farm, North Bovey 6th June 2015 

A visit to a good Marsh Fritillary site. Jenny Plackett was on hand to explain to 
those who attended about the Marsh Fritillary life cycle and to show the man-
agement being carried out to restore good habitat. Pete Underhay comments: 
“Weather was perfect for photography and the place was alive with Marsh 
Frits. A great day with a lovely group of people. Jenny Plackett was her usual 
brilliant & knowledgeable self and Trust Manager Ces Hoult couldn’t have 
been a better host. Two gents had driven down from Sussex and said it was 
well worth the effort”. 
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Aish Tor, near Ashburton 21st June - Amanda Hunter 
Over 35 people enjoyed a wonderful walk around the slopes of Aish Tor 
viewing large numbers of Dark Green and High Brown Fritillaries. Walk lead-
er John Barkham was a very informative and highly entertaining guide, tire-
lessly answering the questions about which of these butterflies was which 
whilst also finding us at least 7 other species of butterfly to admire (including 
one of my favourites, the Green Hairstreak) – there were a few moths too! 
 
We discovered that the High Browns seemed to be the majority species high-
er up the hill and the Dark Greens lower down - and that both species 
(sometimes) alight on bramble flowers staying (just) long enough to get a 
photo and check out the various differences between them so as to make an 
ID. We were also grateful for the intermittent clouds that slowed them all 
down just a bit! Some of the best photos of the day will have come from the 
discovery of at least two sets of HBF mating pairs. 
 
It was wonderful to see the endangered High Brown Fritillaries faring so well on 
this site, a tribute to everyone at Butterfly Conservation and Devon Wildlife Trust 
(both staff and volunteers) who have put so much effort into restoring the habitat 
here and recording the fritillary numbers year on year.  It is critically important 
that this work can continue if these butterflies are to continue to thrive here. 
 
Many thanks from everyone on the event to John Barkham for leading this 
event; we all learnt a lot in what was a very enjoyable afternoon. From a 
Membership Officer point of view it was also good to see some non-
members too (who took away BC membership joining forms) and also a few 
of our very newest joining members who had found the event on our web site 
and come along even before they received their branch welcome email. 
 
Bovey Heathfield near Bovey Tracey 27th June 2015 - Amanda Hunter 

Nearly 20 members turned up for this event and were rewarded by good 
views of the target species, Silver-studded Blue (SSB). As this is a very small 
colony of butterflies, walk leader Pete Hurst split the group into two and one 
group went hunting for SSB in the drainage section of this Teignbridge Na-
ture Reserve with Amanda Hunter and then they swapped round. One SSB 
was found in the drainage section which is good news. In previous years 
White Admirals and Silver-Washed Fritillaries have also been seen but this 
year, due to later emergences, these butterflies were absent. Pete made 
sure though that everyone knew where & how to look for these species in the 
coming weeks on this reserve and the DWT Bovey Heathfield reserve next 
door and in Great Plantation nearby. We also learnt that Graylings would 
also shortly be appearing at DWT Bovey Heathfield. Lots of questions from 
members as always on these events and many thanks to Pete for leading 
this walk and sharing so much helpful butterfly knowledge with our members. 
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Bovey Woods 11th July 2015 - Amanda Hunter 
Despite the slightly overcast con-
ditions, about 25 people from as 
far away as Barnstaple, Cornwall 
& Scotland joined Amanda 
Hunter and Albert Knott, Natural 
England Reserves Manager, for 
a walk through the Bovey 
Woods. Whilst Amanda updated 
everyone about the various but-
terflies Albert updated everyone 
how Natural England managed 
these woods to conserve the 
local wildlife. The ongoing creation of large sunny clearings with clumps of 
enticing bramble flowers is really important for our woodland species of Sil-
ver-Washed Fritillary & White Admiral and these two butterflies were seen in 
flight throughout the woods. Unfortunately they did not settle though for any 
photographs, although we did see a stationary Comma, and had good views 
of Peacocks, Ringlets & Meadow Browns. 
 
Amanda also pointed out the various elm trees in the wood where White Let-
ter Hairstreaks have been seen in the past. Natural England have carefully 
preserved these trees whilst removing the sycamores from nearby and, de-
spite there being no sightings of the elusive WLH at the event, this careful 
maintenance will ensure the habitat is kept in good condition. 
 
Further on we managed to catch sight of a few Purple Hairstreaks high up in 
a couple of oak trees. At the second tree the sun suddenly emerged from 
behind a cloud and one lucky member got a shot of this elusive butterfly in flight. 
 
The walk ended as we reached the packhorse bridge and both Amanda and 
Albert were thanked for leading such an interesting event in which we saw 12 
different species. Everyone drifted back to the car park slowly and this gave 
them another chance to look for all these wonderful woodland butterflies. 
 

Whitlands Undercliffs near Lyme Regis 9th August 2015 - Pete Hurst 

Organised by Phil Parr of Devon Branch and Martin Drake of Axe Vale and Dis-
trict Conservation Society. Access from Whitlands House to the undercliffs was 
by special permission of the owner Mr Allhusen and upwards of 40 people ar-
rived in their cars here, all undeterred by the poor weather forecasts. As it turned 
out, sunny conditions prevailed for a good part of the 3-hour meeting.  

 
A long crocodile of keen walkers made their way slowly down to Humble 
Glades and it took a while to get there as people picked their way carefully 

Setting off at Bovey Woods (Patrick Hawkins) 
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over uneven paths, crossing small 
streams and avoiding steep drops 
and holes next to the main route in.  
 
Modest numbers of butterflies were 
seen in the Glades: the odd Gate-
keeper, a Meadow Brown, several 
Silver-washed Frits. Small and 
Large Whites. The possible Wood 
White was not encountered, but 
some of the party were lucky 
enough to see a Clouded Yellow. 
Commas and Peacocks were about 
and also fresh Common Blues – 
strangely all female, some being 
almost all brown; another was of the lovely blue variety which with the orange 
lunes on the edges of the forewings makes it look like another species of Blue 
altogether. The Glades were also home to second-brood Dingy Skipper, several 
of which were seen. Special flora included Carline Thistle, Yellow-wort, Blue 
Fleabane. The local chalk micro-moth, Oncocera semirubella was seen by a few 
people. This beautiful moth is shaped like some of the common Crambid grass 
moths and has half of the forewings suffused with a delicate pink colour. 
 
All attendees had a very satisfactory guided walk. Thanks go to Phil and Martin 
for arranging the day and Mr Allhusen for permission to park at Whitlands and 
explore his land on the Undercliffs. 
 
Little Breach near Culmstock, Blackdown Hills, 15th August 2015 - David Hinde 

Good sunny conditions were tempered by a fresh SE wind which kept the 
butterflies low down. The seven attendees from Dorset, Somerset and South 
Devon saw a respectable 12 species of butterfly with a possible 13th - Purple 
Hairstreak. The definites were: Meadow Brown, Gatekeeper, Ringlet, Gray-
ling, Peacock, Marbled White Small Skipper, Large skipper, Common Blue, 
Small Copper Silver-washed Fritillary and Large White. 

 
 
Left, Silver-washed 
Fritillary (Pete 
Adey). 
 
Right, Small Skip-
per (Mike Godfrey) 

Exploring one of the Humble Glades 
(Phil Parr) 
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Devon BC Winter work days 2015-2016 
 
Sun. 22nd Nov 2015: Lydford Old Railway reserve. 

A day to continue the work of conserving the Heath Fritillary colony. Meet at 
10.30 am in the National Trust’s Waterfall car park (SX 500 832) which is a 
further mile southwest of the main Lydford Gorge entrance. Bring lunch. 
Please bring rakes and cutting tools if possible. This will be the only work 
party at Lydford this winter. Contact Jim Braven 01822 852 278 
 
Sun. 29th Nov 2015: New Bridge, Teigngrace nr. Newton Abbot 
A new large reserve acquired this year by DWT from English China Clays. 
The site has extensive tracts of wildlife-rich grassland but also neglected are-
as of woodland – we will be creating a scalloped edge to part of this by the 
main track. 
Park in laybys on the Teigngrace Road at rear entrance of Stover Country 
Park [SX 836 756]. Take care as some of laybys are very uneven. The work 
will take place at roughly SX 839 760 and we will be ferried there by Land-
rover. Cutting tools will be available or bring your own. Bring lunch. 
Directions: From Exeter on A38 after passing the second exit for Chudleigh, 
the exit for Teigngrace is the next exit (2 1/2 miles). After leaving A38, parking 
is on the right after about 100 yards. 
From Plymouth on A38, pass under Drumbridges roundabout (exit for Bovey 
Tracey and Newton Abbot) and go on a further 1 1/4 miles to the Chudleigh 
Knighton & Kingsteignton exit. Here you can cross over A38 and then re-
enter on southbound A38. The Teigngrace exit is 3/4 mile from here. A DWT 
officer will be leading the work. Contact Pete Hurst 01626 854 182. 
 
Sun. 10th Jan. 2016: Bovey Heathfield nr Bovey Tracey 
Meet at 10.30 a.m.in Dragoon Close off Cavalier Road, Heathfield Industrial 
Estate (SX 824 764). From the A38 take the A382 towards Bovey Tracey. 
About 100 metres along this road turn right at the traffic lights into Battle 
Road and after about a further 100 metres turn left into Cavalier Road. Dra-
goon Close is on the left about 500 metres along this road, just before road 
bends to the right. Bring lunch. We will be removing tree saplings, felling 
small trees and creating scrapes on the ground to help encourage warm con-
ditions for Silver-studded Blue. Useful tools to bring: bowsaws, pruning saws, 
loppers and mattocks/spades for ground scraping (though some scraping 
tools will be available). Bring lunch. Finish time circa 2 – 2.30 p.m. Contact 
Pete Hurst 01626 854 182. 
 
Sun. 17th Jan. 2016: Little Breach,  Blackdown Hills nr Culmstock 

Meet at 10.30 am at the end of the lane leading to Purchas Farm (ST 108 154). 
Leave the M5 at junction 27 and take the A38 towards Wellington. After 
about 3 miles, just after passing over the M5, turn right onto the B3391 sign-
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posted Culmstock / Hemyock. After 1.1 miles turn left, signposted Woodgate / 
Beacon. Continue for 0.7 mile, going straight across 2 sets of crossroads and 
passing a ‘no through road’ sign and park where you can at the end of the 
lane. From here it is about 1/2 mile to the site (ST 115 155). Bring lunch. 
Please bring cutting tools if possible. 
Contact David Hinde 01404 823 412,  07745 415 216. 
 
Sun. 24th Jan. 2016: Chudleigh Knighton Heath 

Meet 10.30 a.m. at Dunley Cross which is between Chudleigh Knighton and 
Bovey Tracey. Travelling from Kingsteignton/A38 meet in last layby [SX 837 
775] on left at Dunley Cross just before meeting the B3344. Parking can be 
either here or any of laybys around the junction. The work will be coppicing 
nearby to benefit Pearl and Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary and also Dingy & 
Grizzled Skipper. Bring lunch. Cutting tools will be provided or bring your own. 
Work will be directed by a DWT officer. Contact Pete Hurst 01626 854 182. 
 
Sun. 21st Feb. 2016: Bovey Heathfield nr. Bovey Tracey 
Same details as for 10th January. 
 
Sun. 28th Feb. 2016: Little Breach, Blackdown Hills nr. Culmstock 

Same details as for 17th January. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Burning the cut 
vegetation at Little 
Breach reserve 
(Pete Hurst) 

   Acknowledgement: Thank you to all contributors of material for this newsletter  

A large proportion of Devon BC income goes on printing and posting  
newsletters. Many members have opted to have a full-colour electronic copy 

which is emailed directly to them. If you would be happy to have your newslet-
ter electronically, please contact our Membership Secretary, Amanda Hunter 
membership@devon-butterflies.org.uk and she will add you to her list. Some 

members whilst still preferring a printed copy have made donations to support 
this cost-saving intiative (thank you!). All extra funds generated will be used 

for conserving butterflies and moths in Devon. 
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Committee members 

Butterfly Conservation Company Limited by guaran-
tee 
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Wareham, Dorset.  BH20 5QP. Tel: 01929  400209  

  Registered in England No. 2206468.  
Registered Charity No. 254937.                          

Registered in Scotland No. SCO 39268.                         

Roger Bristow - County Butterfly Recorder                                01395 578003 
2, Sid Bank, Sid Lane, Sidmouth EX10 9AW                                 devonbristows@btinternet.com 

 
Paul Butter - Events Co-ordinator                                                01837 82378 
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Mary Harold - Publicity Officer                                                    01566 783188                            
Malthouse, Coryton, Okehampton EX20 4PG                                    mary.harold@btinternet.com 

 
Barry Henwood - Chairman & County Moth Recorder                01626 364080 
Greenacre, 6 Lakeland, Abbotskerswell TQ12 5YF                       barry.henwood@btinternet.com      

 

David Hinde - Conservation Officer                                             01404 823412   
1 Silver Lane Cottages, Rockbeare, Exeter EX5 2PL                                    hindedavid@sky.com  
 
Amanda Hunter - Membership Secretary                            amanda.bc@clara.co.uk 

391 Teignmouth Road, Torquay TQ1 4RR 

 
Pete  Hurst - Editor                  01626 854182 
36 Woodway Street, Chudleigh, Newton Abbot TQ13 0JU            petehurst@pobroadband.co.uk                             
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Non-committee posts for Devon BC:- 
 
Jim Braven -  Lydford Reserve Officer                                        01822 852278 
Penally, The Crescent, Crapstone, Yelverton, PL20 7PS                         j.braven@btinternet.com 
 

Lesley Kerry - Silver-studded Blue Co-ordinator                         01395 567880          
                                                                             lesley.kerry@ymail.com 

Phil Parr - East Devon Coast/Undercliffs  
Co-ordinator                                                  phil.parr@warwickshire-butterflies.org.uk 
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Moth corner: Above: Striped Hawk, 
Cullompton (George Maunder). 
Top right: Hummingbird Hawk on 
Red Valerian (Andrew Bakere). 
Opposite: Thrift Clearwing on Thrift, 
East Prawle (Michael Brooking). 

Opposite: Silver-studded Blue, 
Bovey Heathfield. Bottom left: 
Heath Fritillary, Lydford. Bottom 
Right: High Brown Fritillary, Aish 
Tor (all photos Pete Underhay). 


