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Editorial 
The exceptionally mild Winter morphed into a very cool late Spring. We still 
had a few early butterfly hatchlings reported but one wonders if they perished 
in the cold before having any decent warmer breeding weather. Small White 
was the earliest, seen 10th March 2016 (Exeter Met. Office, Debi Turp; Cul-
lompton, Robert Bailey) & 17th March (Weston near Branscombe, David Selby).  

 
 
Making a difference in Devon 
Did you know that your membership subscription is helping to fund the conser-
vation of rare and local Fritillary butterflies in Devon? At least 6 species have 
been receiving a boost via the Two Moors Threatened Butterfly Project led by 
BC’s Jenny Plackett and now running for circa 10 years. Agri-environment 
schemes and volunteer work in targeted areas have had a positive impact on 
these rarer butterflies by getting habitats into the right condition for them. 
 
Devon’s rarest Fritillary, the Heath Fritillary has one sole site at the branch’s 
Old Railway Reserve at Lydford. Branch income supports the cost of contract-
ed annual brushcutting and clearing, assisted by branch volunteer workers to keep 
the reserve in an ideal state for Heath as well as other butterflies and wildlife. 
 
Other sites where Devon BC is 
regularly involved are at its oth-
er reserve, Little Breach near 
Culmstock in the Blackdown 
Hills, Bovey Heathfield near 
Bovey Tracey and also Chud-
leigh Knighton Heath, again 
near Bovey Tracey. Annual 
Winter working parties at these 
locations are helping to keep 
all these sites as butterfly 
hotspots in the county.   
 

 
 
 
News for members  from Amanda 
Hunter, Membership Officer:- 
 
Volunteers needed’ - update from October 2015 -  When we sent out our 
Oct 15 newsletter we included a form asking for members to volunteer to help 
the branch in some way and many thanks to all those of you who have got 
back to us on this. Various members of the committee have either emailed or 
spoken to everyone who has returned a form and many of you have now 
agreed to undertake some role within the branch. We have recruited a Species 

Raking up the cuttings at Little 
Breach (Pete Hurst) 
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Champion for White-letter Hairstreak, welcomed a lot of new recruits on our 
conservation work days and Jenny Plackett has recently trained some of you 
to be able to undertake Pearl-bordered Fritillary surveys this year. Well done 
everyone! The form is still available as a download on our web site. 
  
Volunteer Co-ordinator still needed - In the same newsletter I wrote 
about our need for a Volunteer Co-ordinator, someone who could keep tabs 
on our list of our willing volunteers, contact them every now and again to 
check they still wished to stay involved and, most importantly, match them to 
our volunteer needs as they came up. If someone could do this it would real-
ly make a difference in the branch but unfortunately no-one has yet offered 
to take on this role. Until we find someone who can pull together all our vol-
unteer issues in this way we will continue to simply advertise our volunteer 
needs as they occur (either in this newsletter or in our monthly email) and 
members who are interested will need to follow up on the advert by making 
contact to whoever is listed as contact for each particular task. So, even if 
you have sent us a volunteering form, please make sure you get back to us 
if you see a volunteer role advertised that suits you. 
  
Branch Committee vacancies in 2016 - This year we are also asking if 
anyone new wants to volunteer to join the Branch Committee. As with every 
other voluntary organisation, an active and committed group of committee 
members are required if the branch is to continue to thrive. Many of the cur-
rent committee have been serving the branch for many years and some 
have expressed a need to cut back on the time they commit to the branch in 
the future (many committee members have several committee/officer roles 
as well as undertaking other BC volunteer work). One way we could try to 
keep the branch as active as it is now is to recruit one or two more commit-
tee members - anyone interested would not necessarily be asked to take on 
a specific officer role but would be able to help with organising the Annual 
Members Day and could also assist with other tasks as they come up. This 
would also help us if and when Branch Officers choose to stand down in the 
future as we would then have some experienced committee members who 
might stand to be elected to these roles. Butterfly Conservation recommend 
to branches that they have succession plans for all Branch Officer roles and 
currently Barry Henwood has advised he will be standing down as Chair ei-
ther this year or next - so we already know of one vacancy coming up at 
senior branch level in the future and must make some future plans. 
  
Anyone who is interested in joining the Committee please email member-
ship@devon-butterflies.org.uk or talk to a committee member. If you would like 
to attend a committee meeting to see what goes on we will happily arrange this. 
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'All the Moor Butterflies' Project Update - Jenny Plackett 
Butterfly Conservation has been developing a new project to restore habitat for 
declining fritillary butterflies across Dartmoor, Exmoor and Bodmin Moor.  We 
are applying to the Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF) to support the project, which 
will run for 3 years, delivering practical management and offering advice and 
training to land managers and conservation professionals. The project will in-
clude opportunities for the public to learn more about moorland butterflies and 
moths, and to get involved with butterfly and moth surveying  and helping to 
restore suitable habitat.  
 
We have spent nine months consulting with user groups, designing the project 
and preparing the application, and we are now in the final stages of pulling the 
match funding together, which is required to 'unlock' the HLF funding. To this 
end, the Devon Branch have made a generous donation of £1500 to help to-
wards project delivery costs, which is much appreciated. 
 
We hope to submit our application to HLF in June, and should hear if we are 
successful by early autumn. We hope to have two project officers in place by 
the end of the year, to begin delivering the project in January 2017. More de-
tails to follow! 
 
 

Butterfly makes national news headlines 
At the end of February this year, the BBC news 
headlines ran a story relating to the American 
Monarch butterfly. It was a good news item re-
porting that latest figures for the overwintering 
adults have shown an increase of 250%.  Con-
tinuing threats to the species mentioned were 
destruction of the caterpillar foodplant, Milk-
weed, by spraying, loss of land and logging in 
the wintering areas of forest in Mexico.  
 
Vagrant Monarchs reach our shores sometimes 
in late summer & autumn. 
 

Monarch  
(Devon BC photo library) 

Leave a butterfly behind... 
Writing a Will is about protecting the things most precious to you. 
After you have taken care of your family and friends please consider 

leaving a gift to Butterfly Conservation. 

We promise your gift will be used to protect butterflies and moths 
and the places they live. Making the environment a healthier place 

and allowing future generations to take delight in our natural world. 

Make your legacy the flutter of wings in a wildflower meadow.  
Remember Butterfly Conservation in your Will. 
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Species Champions for Devon branch 
 
The idea of a Species Champion is to have a named individual for a particular 
butterfly species. Such a person would maintain a focus on their species and 
develop a county overview of how the species is faring. A Species Champions’ 
work may include involvement with surveys, conservation advice, suggesting 
work parties and maybe writing a short annual report for the newsletter/website, 
noting any trends. There is also the option to join SpeciesNet, a BC initiative 
that puts the Champions in touch with their counterparts in other participating 
counties in order to share information or any insights gained. 

 
 
The table above lists all the presently adopted butterfly species - other species 
can be added if anyone comes forward expressing an interest. The committee 
has included 2 species they thought should have a Champion: White Admiral 
and Dark Green Fritillary, so these await to be adopted by someone. If you are 
interested to take up one of these please let us know so that we can add your 
name to the table. 

   BUTTERFLY       SPECIES    SPECIES       CHAMPION 

BROWN HAIRSTREAK MARJORY TAYLOR 

SMALL PEARL-BORDERED FRIT. MARJORY TAYLOR 

DINGY SKIPPER PETE HURST 

GRIZZLED SKIPPER PETE HURST 

HEATH FRITILLARY COLIN SARGENT 

SILVER-STUDDED BLUE LESLEY KERRY 

SMALL BLUE AMANDA HUNTER / PHIL PARR (E. DEVON) 

WOOD WHITE PAUL BUTTER / PHIL PARR (E. DEVON) 

WHITE-LETTER HAIRSTREAK JOHN RICKETT 

MARSH FRITILLARY MARJORY TAYLOR 

HIGH BROWN FRITILLARY MARJORY TAYLOR 

PEARL-BORDERED FRITILLARY MARJORY TAYLOR 

SMALL COPPER JENNY EVANS 

WHITE ADMIRAL ? 

WALL JENNY EVANS 

DARK GREEN FRITILLARY ? 
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December 2015 – a record month for Moths - Barry Henwood, County 
Moth Recorder 
 
At the AGM at the end of October I 
declined to give a report on the moths 
of 2015, on the basis that the majority 
of records are not received until the 
year has finished. Indeed moth re-
cording continues right up to 31 De-
cember. I will give the 2015 report at 
the 2016 AGM. This was a good deci-
sion as December proved to be, in 
many ways, the most interesting 
month of the year for moths. The table 
overleaf lists moths and butterfly rec-
orded as adults during December 
2015. They are categorised as fol-
lows: normal resident for moths which 
we could reasonably expect to record 
in December; late resident for species 
which we do not expect to be flying so 
late in the year; spring resident for spe-
cies we would not expect to see until 
spring; immigrant for immigrant spe-
cies. The ABH number refers to the 
new checklist number, the editors of 
which were DJL Agassiz, SD Beavan 
and RJ Heckford. The range of species 
recorded in all these categories is 
astonishing. Warm southerly winds 
brought butterflies and moths with 
them as well as Saharan dust. The 

most surprising 
was Cornifrons 
ulceratalis, recorded by Nigel Pinhorn in Exeter. This 
species had never been seen in Britain before Decem-
ber 2015, when about 14 were recorded across southern 
Britain. Syncopacma polychromella was new to Devon. 
There were 4 records in South Devon and 1 in North 
Devon. Spoladea recurvalis at Abbotskerswell was the 
5th Devon record. Euchromius ocellea represented the 
7th Devon record. The only butterfly species to be part of 
this winter immigrant event was Vanessa cardui, Painted 
Lady. All the moths listed below can be viewed at: http://
www.ukmoths.org.uk       
(species tables overleaf) 

Cornifrons ulceratalis (Barry Henwood) 

Spoladea recurvalis (Barry Henwood) 

Syncopacma poly-
chromella (Dave 
Grundy) 
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RECORDS      OF      DEVON      MOTHS      DECEMBER      2015 

ABH  
no. Taxon Vernacular Status 

Rec-
ords Quantity 

12.048 Psychoides filicivora a micro-moth normal resident 1 1 

32.017 Agonopterix arenella a micro-moth normal resident 2 3 

32.018 Agonopterix heracliana a micro-moth normal resident 4 7 

40.008 Mompha subbistrigella a micro-moth normal resident 1 1 

44.001 Alucita hexadactyla Twenty-plume Moth normal resident 2 2 

45.01 Amblyptilia acanthadactyla Beautiful Plume normal resident 1 1 

45.044 Emmelina monodactyla Common Plume normal resident 2 2 

49.039 Epiphyas postvittana 
Light Brown Apple 
Moth normal resident 11 14 

49.073 Acleris schalleriana a micro-moth normal resident 2 2 

49.08 Acleris hastiana a micro-moth normal resident 1 1 

66.001 Poecilocampa populi December Moth normal resident 28 80 

70.079 Thera britannica Spruce Carpet normal resident 1 1 

70.083 Thera cupressata Cypress Carpet normal resident 1 1 

70.095 Chloroclysta siterata Red-Green Carpet normal resident 2 3 

70.097 Dysstroma truncata 
Common Marbled   
Carpet normal resident 1 1 

70.106 Operophtera brumata Winter Moth normal resident 24 98 

70.107 Epirrita dilutata November Moth normal resident 1 1 

70.244 Colotois pennaria Feathered Thorn normal resident 4 8 

70.256 Erannis defoliaria Mottled Umber normal resident 13 15 

73.19 Agrochola macilenta Yellow-line Quaker normal resident 1 1 

73.192 Agrochola circellaris Brick normal resident 1 1 

73.194 Conistra vaccinii Chestnut normal resident 2 31 

73.21 Eupsilia transversa Satellite normal resident 1 1 

70.128 Melanthia procellata Pretty Chalk Carpet late resident 1 1 
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RECORDS       OF       DEVON       MOTHS       DECEMBER       2015  

ABH 
no. Taxon Vernacular Status 

Rec-
ords 

Quanti-
ty 

70.141 
Gymnoscelis rufifas-
ciata Double-striped Pug late resident 3 3 

70.226 Opisthograptis luteolata Brimstone Moth late resident 1 1 

73.113 Phlogophora meticulosa Angle Shades late resident 1 1 

73.334 Diarsia rubi Small Square-spot late resident 1 1 

70.282 Theria primaria Early Moth spring resident 2 6 

73.069 Xylocampa areola Early Grey spring resident 1 1 

73.244 Orthosia cerasi Common Quaker spring resident 5 5 

73.249 Orthosia gothica Hebrew Character spring resident 2 2 

35.009 
Syncopacma polychro-
mella a micro-moth immigrant 5 5 

59.024 Vanessa cardui Painted Lady immigrant 5 6 

63.031 Udea ferrugalis Rusty-dot Pearl immigrant 3 4 

63.047 Spoladea recurvalis a micro-moth immigrant 1 1 

63.052 Nomophila noctuella Rush Veneer immigrant 6 6 

63.076 Euchromius ocellea a micro-moth immigrant 1 1 

 Cornifrons ulceratalis A micro-moth immigrant 1 1 

73.015 Autographa gamma Silver Y immigrant 7 7 

73.074 Heliothis peltigera Bordered Straw immigrant 1 1 

73.076 Helicoverpa armigera 
Scarce Bordered 
Straw immigrant 1 1 

73.087 Spodoptera exigua 
Small Mottled Wil-
low immigrant 5 5 

73.304 Leucania loreyi Cosmopolitan immigrant 1 1 

73.327 Agrotis ipsilon Dark Sword-grass immigrant 3 5 
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Devon Butterflies in 2015  Roger Bristow, County Recorder 
 
The year 2015 was generally not a good year for butterflies. The number of rec-
ords received (18631) was down by 18%. The start of 2015 was not too bad 
with 176 butterflies of 9 species seen in the first 3 months (compared with 660 
butterfly sightings of 14 species in 2014).  
 
The relative abundance of butterflies at any one site was, however, about the 
same as last year, except in the Butterfly Conservation numbering code E 
(>100). In category E, there were 10 species, whereas in 2014 there were 14 
species. In terms of numbers of butterflies observed at any one locality, the 
Meadow Brown was in the top spot with 439 individuals counted, followed by 
the Marbled White with 287 individuals, both species on 5 July (L. Gerrard). The 
top three Devon butterflies were the Meadow Brown (1594 records), Gatekeep-
er (1471 records) and Red Admiral (1445 records). Last year’s No. 1 butterfly, 
the Small Tortoiseshell, slipped to 8th place. 
 
Including the scarce migrants (Swallowtail and Monarch) and the Glanville Fritil-
lary (probably an unauthorised introduction), which was also seen in 2014, the 
total number of species seen in Devon in 2015 was 46. 
 
Excluding the hibernators, most species emerged a little later than in 2014, alt-
hough for some species (Wood White, Purple Hairstreak, Small Pearl-bordered 
Fritillary, Grayling and Small Heath) there was no significant difference. The last 
flying date for about one third of the species was earlier than in 2014, one third 
was about the same, and one third disappeared a little later than in 2014. Ex-
cluding the hibernators, the flying season was shorter for 18 species compared 
to 2014 and longer for 10, with 8 about the same (with the Grayling being al-
most exactly the same). 
  
As in many of the previous years, most of the species which are double-
brooded, showed no clear temporal separation of the broods; the Dingy Skip-
per, Brown Argus and Wood White were the exceptions. 
 
The first butterfly of the year was a Red Admiral, on the 1st in Exeter (W. Lang-
don). Some 12 butterflies, mostly Red Admirals, but with a 
couple of Small Tortoiseshells and Peacocks, were seen 
in January.  
 
There were 24 butterfly sightings, dominated by Peacock, 
Small Tortoiseshell and Red Admiral, in February. Addi-
tional species were a Comma on the 8th (K. Johns) and a 
Brimstone on the 9th (D. Turrell).  
 
In March, 138 adults were seen. The Small Tortoiseshell 
was the commonest of the hibernators (52 sightings). Ad-
ditional species were an Orange Tip, first seen on the 21st 

Red Admiral 
(Barry Henwood) 
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(J. Morris), Clouded Yellows at Weston 
Mouth on the 24th (G. Scott) and Beer on the 
26th (D. Helliar), a Speckled Wood on the 21st 
(D. Heliar), a Small White at Oreston on the 
18th (V. Tucker), and a Painted Lady at 
Thurlestone on the 17th (V. Tucker).  
 
The commonest species seen in April was 
the Peacock (19% of sightings), followed by 
Orange Tip (over 12% of sightings), Brim-
stone and Speckled Wood (over 11%) and the Small Tortoiseshell (over 
10%). April 4th saw the first appearance of the Holly Blue and Large White at 
Oreston (V. Tucker). A Green Hairstreak and another Clouded Yellow was 
seen at Beer Head on the 5th (S. Cox). Two Small Coppers in different locali-
ties near East Soar were seen on the 6th (R. Macklin). The first Pearl-
bordered Fritillary was seen on the 7th at Prestonbury (J. Plackett). The Wall 
was seen at three places on the south coast on the 8th, followed on the 11th 
by a Green-veined White (A Hunter). The first Wood White was at Meeth on 
the 15th followed by Dingy Skipper on the 22nd (P. Butter). A Grizzled Skipper 
was seen on the following day at Trenchford (J. Rickett), and the last addition 
to the month, a Small Blue at Lummaton on the 30th (A. Hunter).  
 
At the other end of the season, 16 species were seen in October (last flying 
dates are in parentheses) Small Tortoiseshell, Holly Blue (4th), Small Heath 
(14th), Clouded Yellow (13th), Brimstone, Peacock, Wall (13th), Small Copper 
(13th), Meadow Brown (12th), Speckled Wood, Large White (13th), Small 
White (24th), Comma, Common Blue (12th), Red Admiral and Painted Lady. 
 
Six of the above species: Brimstone (2nd), Comma (2nd), Peacock (23rd), Red 
Admiral (dominant – 12 sightings), Small Tortoiseshell (26th) and Speckled 
Wood continued flying into November (37 sightings in total).  
 
Three species were seen in December: 3 Red Admirals (25th), 5 Painted La-
dies (29th) and 1 Speckled Wood (29th) (V. Tucker). Amazingly, the Speckled 
Wood was one of the last butterflies to be seen in 2015. The Painted Ladies 
were part of a mini-invasion, with the first seen on the 24th and continuing 
into the first week of 2016. 
 
Red Admiral flew in every month of the year; Peacock and Small Tortoiseshell 
flew in 11 months of the year, and Brimstone, Comma and Speckled Wood all 
flew in 10 months of the year. Most other species had a shortened flying season.  
The first brood of the Dingy Skipper (24 sightings, down by two thirds on 
2014) flew from 21 April at Seaton (B. Heaseman) up to 24 June at Weston 
Mouth (G. Vernall). There were only 2 second brood sightings: on 31 July at 
Lower Bruckland (R&L Ellison) and 6 Aug. at Goat Island (D. Campbell). 
There were only 6 sightings of the Grizzled Skipper between 23 April at 
Trenchford (J. Ricketts) until May 28 at North Wood (J. Plackett).  

Small Tortoiseshell 
(Peter Vernon) 
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Large, Small and Green-veined White numbers were all down. There was no 
clear separation into first and second broods. The stronghold of the Wood 
White is the new DWT Reserve at Meeth (where the first brood flew from 15 
May to 4 June, P. Butter; and the second brood at Meeth from 26 June to 23 
Aug. (P. Butter)) and the east Devon undercliffs (first brood from the 19 April 
(R. Laughton), to 12 June (R. Williams); second brood from 21 July (G. Ver-
nall) until 17 Aug. (E. Hamling)). The Wood White was also seen at Cook-
worthy Forest, Quoditch, Halwill and Huckworthy. 
 
The number of sightings of the Brown Argus was down by a sixth (20), but it 
did have a slightly longer flying season than last year. There were only two 
sightings of the first brood (13 and 30 May) near Kerswell Down. The second 
brood flew from 18 July to 8 Sept at Froward Point (A. Hunter). The Small 
Copper had a poor year, with numbers down by a third. There was no sharp 
distinction into first and second broods; but it was about the beginning of June, 
with many more sightings of the pre-
sumed second brood. There was one 
sighting of the first brood of the Adonis 
Blue on 5 June (R. Laughton) and one of 
the second brood 6 Sept (P. Parr) on the 
East Devon undercliffs. There were good 
numbers of the first brood Small Blue at 
Lummaton between 30 April and 29 June, 
and three second brood between 19 July 
and 10 Aug. (A. Hunter). Additionally, 
there were 7 sightings at Berry Head be-
tween 21 May and 12 Aug. (S. Davies), 
and 2 were seen at Long Quarry (Phil Johnson). 
For the fifth consecutive year, I have received no 
record from Braunton Burrows.  
 
It was an average year for the Common Blue 
with the numbers (662) down by 10%, and with a 
shorter flying season. As last year, the division 
between Spring and Autumn broods was possi-
bly at the beginning of July, with the Spring 
brood about a quarter the size of the second 
brood.  
After a poor year in 2013, Holly Blue numbers 
picked up in 2014, and increased again, by about 
10%, in 2015. The first brood (about 153 sight-
ings) flew from 4 April at at Oreston (V. Tucker), 
until about the middle of June. The second brood, 
more than double the first, flew from late June until 4 Oct. at Abbotskerswell 
(R. Fox).  
 

Upper photo Adonis Blue 
(Amanda Hunter); lower photo 

Small Blue (Mark Ogden) 
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On the East Devon Commons, sightings of Silver-studded Blue were down on last 
year’s high (Lesley Kerry, pers. commn.), and there was a shorter flying season of 
just over 4 weeks. This is thought to be due to the poor weather, not a decline in 
habitat. At Bolt Head, excellent numbers were seen (over 100 adults on three oc-
casions) over a 5-week flying period. Several adults were seen at Bovey Heath-
field between 16 June (C. Harris) and 11 July (G. Preston), with a maximum of 11 
on 27 June (D. Allan). 
 
There were 7 sightings of adult Brown Hair-
streaks between 4 Aug. and 14 Sept. After con-
certed searching during the Winter, eggs were 
found at 37 localities, several new. There were 
4 sightings of adult White-letter Hairstreak: in 
Bovey Valley Woods on 2 Aug. (P. Hurst), Sal-
tram on 28 July (K. Williams), Shaugh Prior on 
26 July (A. Brown), and, a new locality, near 
Cove on 19 July (P. Holdaway). Green Hair-
streak sightings were up by 20%, and the flying 
period (14 weeks) was slightly longer than in 
2014 (13 weeks). The number of Purple Hair-
streak sightings was twice as many as in 2014, 
but the flying season was almost exactly the 
same. 
 
In the absence of other migratory species, the early appearance of the Red 
Admiral (1 Jan.) and continuing to fly right into December, indicates emer-
gence during hibernation rather than migration, and that the Red Admiral is 
capable of surviving our Winters. White Admiral sightings were up 20%, but 
there was a greatly reduced flying season (9 weeks; 12 weeks in 2014). Pea-
cock numbers declined by 26%, but nevertheless, as last year, it was the 
fourth most widely recorded butterfly in Devon. The Small Tortoiseshell num-
bers fell dramatically by 55%, and it slipped from 1st to 8th place. Dark Green Fritil-
lary sightings were the same, but it had a slightly longer flying season than in 2014.  
 
The Heath Fritillary at Lydford, the only site in Devon where the species oc-
curs, is believed to have had its best year ever, with counts of 138 (largest 
ever recorded), 93 and 87. These were all higher than usual. The flight period 
was from 21 May to 2 July and a total count for the 7 weeks was 387.  
Although the number of records was down and there 
was a shorter flying season (just over 5 weeks), the 
High Brown Fritillary did surprisingly well at most of the 
‘good’ locations. Over 100 adults were seen on 2 July at 
Aish Tor (M. Swann).  
 
Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary sightings were up 
25%; the first brood flew from 12 May at Starehole 
(R. Macklin) until about the beginning of July; sight-

Silver-studded Blue 
(Dave Land) 

Heath Fritillary 
(Pete Underhay) 
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ings later in July up to 15 Aug. at Soar Mill (C. White) were presumably sec-
ond brood.  
 
Pearl-bordered Fritillary sightings were the same as 
in 2014, but it had a shorter, but more normal, 10-
week flying season and flew until 19 June at Totti-
ford (E. Freshney).  
 
Marsh Fritillary records were down slightly, but 
there was a 7-week flying season (as in 2013 and 
2014). Maximum numbers on any one day were 
136 at Corndon Ford Farm on 3 June (J. Plackett).  
 
Silver-washed Fritillary numbers were up by a third, 
but only a 13-week flying season (three weeks less 
than in 2014).  
 
Glanville Fritillary larvae were seen south of Torbay in the Spring (larvae and 
adults were seen in the same locality in 2014). Earlier (c. 2006) there had 
been an unauthorised introduction on Berry Head – adults were seen in 
2007, but not subsequently, so it looks as though this attempted introduction was 
a failure, but it is just possible that some did establish themselves further south. 
 
The number of records for half the satyrid species was up (Marbled White, 
Grayling, Meadow Brown and Small Heath), and the other half down. After 3 
consecutive years (2009-2011) of being the most recorded species, the 
Speckled Wood dropped into 5th place in 2014 and was joint 5th (with the 
Large White) in 2015, but was seen in every month between March and De-
cember. Surprisingly, it was one of the last butterflies to be seen in 2015 
(Dec. 29th). There was no clear separation into first, second and ?third 
broods. Sightings of the Meadow Brown, the most widely recorded butterfly, 
were up very slightly. Despite the number of Gatekeeper sightings falling 
slightly, the flying period was 4 weeks longer than in 2014 (which was 2 
weeks longer than 2013). Sightings of the Small Heath were up by 17%, but 
it had a longer flying season than 2014. There was no clear distinction be-
tween first and second broods. As usual, the first brood of the Wall (49 sight-
ings) which flew from 4 April at East Soar (R. Macklin) until about the middle 
of June was smaller than the second brood (95 sightings) which flew from 11 
July at A La Ronde (E. Hamling) to 13 Oct at Noss Mayo (P. Fenn). 20 were 
seen at Stoke Point on 16 Aug. (V. Tucker). 
Clouded Yellow sightings, mostly singletons, were scattered thoughout the 
year. The early sightings on the south coast in March and April may have 
been a small immigration, but equally may have been the result of larvae 
successfully overwintering. The highest numbers seen were 5 on 3 Oct. at 
Strete Gate (P. Hurst). Painted Lady sightings were up by about 80% of 
those of 2014. The first, on 17 Mar. at Thurlescombe (V. Tucker), was fol-
lowed by seven in April, and then followed a trickle of sightings, mostly sin-

Small Pearl-bordered Frit. 
(Dave Land) 
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gletons, throughout the rest of the year, until 14 Oct. One was seen on 2 
Nov. (J. Evans). A small-scale immigration along the south coast began on 
24 Dec. and continued into early January. 
 
Of the scarce migrants, three Swallowtails, 
presumably the continental variety, were 
seen at Colaton on 11 June (C. Frame), Sid-
mouth on 30 July (K. Johnson), and Heath-
field on 6 Aug. (P. Treen). Somewhat earlier 
than usual, a Monarch was seen in Wem-
bury on 17 July (R. Cox). A second sighting 
was at Lympstone on 22 Aug. (P. Newman). 
 
 
Silver-washed Fritillaries live for 2 sea-
sons - Pete Hurst 
 
A number of years ago I remember an incidence of a tattered and faded Sil-
ver-washed Fritillary butterfly being encountered in Somerset in the month of 
May. This old washed-out specimen was assumed to have survived the win-
ter, a most unusual event, as the species is a summer-flyer being on the 
wing from the end of June and normally passes winter as a caterpillar. 
 
Recently I stumbled across a second reported occurrence of a May Silver-
washed, this time in Devon. D.R. Tye had his photo of a very worn Silver-
washed published in the national B.C. Magazine. His was an Ashclyst Forest 
butterfly seen 27th May 1999. 
Again, he thought it must have 
emerged in the previous summer. 
Interestingly, it was the valezina, 
dark female form, not common in 
Devon and more prevalent further 
east in southern England. 

Painted Lady (Peter Vernon) 

Long-lived Silver-washed Fritillary photo-
graphed on a newspaper with date of capture 

(D. R. Tye) 
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Butterfly overwinters twice 
At Devon BC’s Members’ Day & AGM last autumn, Mary Blackwell brought 
along some Holly Blue and Orange Tip pupae for people to see. It is nor-
mal for these to hatch in Spring but Mary mentioned that she has had 2 
Orange Tip pupae that skipped a season and hatched in the second year.  
 
The same behaviour was reported in Cornwall by a Cornish BC member who 
had reared Orange Tip larvae to the pupal stage and gave up on one of them 
hatching into a butterfly. The pupa stayed in his garage forgotten about, still on 
its stem and he was surprised to see it emerge the following year. 
 
 

Book review: In Pursuit of Butterflies by Matthew Oates, pub. 
Bloomsbury, 2015 - Richard Stewart 
 
I must admit that the Purple Emperor proliferation on the covers was initial-
ly offputting but this is indeed a long love affair with butterflies, from child-
hood to 2013, the year the book ends. The Purple Emperor dominates, as 
you would expect, one mating pair separating and then 'flying off into the 
concluding pages of a D.H. Lawrence novel'. However there is a very im-
pressive study of a wide variety of British species plus rarities- the index 
listed 67. I particularly admired the determination and persistence required 
to study egg-laying Mountain Ringlets and Wall Brown larvae in winter. 
There are memorable studies of vintage years such as the long hot sum-
mer of 1976 and the Painted Lady year of 1997 plus both personal and 
comprehensive studies of areas ranging from The Great Orme and Meath-
op Moss to Savernake, Alice Holt and the New Forest. I loved the descrip-
tion of old-fashioned Compton Farm on the Isle of Wight where health and 
safety thinking 'has scarcely penetrated the farm'. Occasionally I begged to 
differ, such as the assertion that at Denbies, near Dorking, deer grazing on 
pea flowers removed eggs of the rare Long-tailed Blue. I was told it was a 
particularly dastardly human intervention.  
 
As with many contemporary natural history writings, there is plenty of poet-
ry, from his beloved Edward Thomas to the author's own efforts, of which I 
particularly enjoyed 'Drunkard's Corner' and 'Green Man'.  
 
Matthew is a man of many interests- his beloved cricket is an accompani-
ment to many forays and he has been personally involved in protests 
against the war in Iraq and insensitively placed windfarms. However, I felt 
'Mrs. O' deserved more mentions- she must be a very patient and under-
standing lady, though the book is dedicated to her. There is also plenty of hu-
mour, such as the study of tenant farmer Arthur Brown and the author's consid-
erable ability to encounter 'mating large whites' often when guiding prestigious 
groups. I loved his reply to someone he met while taking a milk churn, for extra 
height, to a Purple Emperor area:' The Lord hath need of it'. Also memorable 



17 

was his collective name of 'a waffle' for an encirclement of nature consult-
ants.  
 
In a book of 480 pages, covering his life and including his present position in 
the National Trust, there are bound to be some points of disagreement. 
There is an obvious ambivalence about the use of nets and I found his com-
ments about those who breed and release without authority increasingly 
disturbing as the book progressed, to the point where he names and praises 
one particular individual. For someone with such a high profile this to me is 
irresponsible, since it goes against all that Butterfly Conservation stands for 
plus there is a long implemented and widely accepted code for reintroducing 
butterfly species.  
 
Butterfly Conservation gets several positive mentions, including having 
made 'butterflies socially acceptable' However, I could find no mention of 
the Millennium survey, which was strange as it was probably the most 
extensive and successful scheme anywhere in the world for recording but-
terflies.  
 
Matthew is very good at his job and he knows it - nothing wrong in that 
except if it starts verging on the edge of hubris. There were several ex-
amples which I hope will be edited out in any future reprinting. The worst 
was castigating a transect walker for recording only 38 green hairstreaks 
while the author, nearby, counted 316 in 36 minutes. He actually sug-
gests she be sent back to do it again, properly, completely forgetting that 
on a fixed route transect you only count the butterflies seen in a relative-
ly small and imaginary 'box' around you.  
This is nevertheless a very honest and entertaining book from a man 
who has considerably raised the public perception of butterflies on both 
radio and television. Thankfully there is just one adverse comment about 
the Swallowtail, our largest and most beautiful native species. I also 
deeply admire anyone who confesses publicly to being stung by a De-
cember wasp and forgetting the presence of his children, then aged six 
and nine, while absorbed in Mountain Ringlets.  
 
Finally, here are a few book quotes from a man who admits that his life 
has been 'primarily about the love of natural beauty': 
'Butterflies live in the moment, the moment of being'. 
'Some things we are not meant to understand, but merely to believe' and 
my favourite: 'Whatever mistakes you make in life, please do not under-
estimate a caterpillar'.  
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Haldon near Exeter field event 7th May 2016, - Amanda Hunter 
 
Despite unpromising weather at the 
start this year’s new Event at Haldon 
Forest turned out really well and eve-
ryone had opportunities to see and 
take photos of the target species, 
Pearl-bordered Fritillary (including a 
very cooperative mating pair).  Many 
thanks to Event leader Pete Hurst 
who was able to give attendees a lot 
of background information about this 
species and also identified two day-
flying moths for us – Mother Shipton 
and Brown Silver-line.  Most of the 
other spring butterflies were also 
seen, Speckled Wood, Green-veined 
White, Peacock, Brimstone & Orange Tip.  Two of the attendees today had 
also volunteered to survey Pearl-bordered Fritillaries in other parts of Dev-
on and, having recently attended the BC Fritillary survey training event led 
by BC Two Moors Threatened Butterflies Project Officer Jenny Plackett, 
they were glad to get in some more practice at finding this wonderful spe-
cies as it flies low across last year’s bracken litter.  Thanks to all the BC 
volunteers who help maintain and survey this site at Haldon Forest (which 
is on the main Haldon Butterfly Walk) and also to Waitrose Community 
Matters in Teignmouth and Torquay who gave donations to help with the 
costs of habitat maintenance at Haldon in 2015. Thanks too to Coastal Re-
cycling, who have supported the costs of management work during 
2014/15, helping to increase the extent and quality of the potential fritillary 
breeding areas.  
 
 

 
Butterflies at Marsland 2015 extract from Gary Pilkington’s (reserve 
warden) annual report 

 
Devon Wildlife Trust’s (DWT’s) 
Marsland reserve lies mid-way be-
tween Hartland Point and Bude on the 
North Devon coast. It is a large re-
serve (212 hectare) renowned for its 
good numbers of butterflies with some 
rarities. It is not well visited because 
of its far-flung location and limited 
parking, but well worth a journey – see 
DWT’s website for directions and park-
ing.  

Paired Pearl-bordered Fritillaries 
(Amanda Hunter) 

Marsh Fritillary (Kevin New) 
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Marsh Fritillary (MF) is reported every year although sometimes in small 
nos. Unusually this butterfly is found at Marsland where Devils-bit Scabious 
(the larval foodplant) grows in woodland and not open grassland. High 
Brown Fritillary is reported in some years (one in 2014, none 2015). In re-
cent times 34 species of butterfly have been seen at Marsland with 26 spe-
cies in 2015. The reserve boasts the largest colony of Pearl-bordered Fritil-
lary (PBF) in Devon and also has impressive nos. of Small Pearl-bordered 
Fritillary (SPBF) most years. Small Pearl is double-brooded here and some-
times there is hardly a gap between the 2 broods leading to an unusually long 
flight period for the species, which extends into September in some years.  

Highlights of butterfly season at Marsland nature reserve in 2015 
(DGF = Dark Green Fritillary, SWF = Silver-washed Fritillary) 

April 10th 1st Speckled Wood 

 15th 1st PBF 

 30th 1st SPBF 

May 15th  1st MF 

June 4th SPBF very abundant. 26 MF 

 12th 1st DGF. 

 
15th 

1st Meadow Brown. SPBF practically over. MF: still some fresh 
individuals 

 18th 1st SWF. 1st Ringlet. 9 SPBF 

 
23rd 2 fresh SPBF (early second brood?) 

 30th 1st Marbled White 

July  
In July good nos. of Meadow Browns, Ringlets, Marbled Whites 
recorded 

 9th 1st Gatekeeper 

 23rd SPBF second brood emerging well 

August 26th 4 SPBF (last recorded) 

Sept.  Lots of Small Tortoiseshells recorded 

Oct. 7th 1 Clouded Yellow (the only site report for year) 
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Peacock butterfly in the road - Pete Hurst 
 
On February 20th this year I had just 
parked the car and was walking back to 
the house when I noticed the unmis-
takeable dark shape of a Peacock but-
terfly in the centre of the road. It was an 
overcast day but a mild 12C so I was 
not too surprised to see the insect. It sat 
motionless in the road with wings closed 
but was leant over as if something might 
be wrong with it. I got it onto my finger to 
check for damage. Perhaps it had been 
struck by a car, yet when I checked, it 
didn’t reveal any obvious damage. Some-
times in an incident a butterfly can lose an 
antenna, but this one had both intact. 
 
I took it home and dissolved a little hon-
ey in some warmish water. I made a 
little puddle with this on the table and sat 
the butterfly in it. Often a butterfly will 
immediately respond by unfurling its 
proboscis to drink, but this one didn’t, so 
with a needle I carefully teased its pro-
boscis out of its sheath and introduced it 
to the honey-water. The butterfly then 
responded, drinking solidly for a good few minutes. 
 
Soon after I relocated it to our open-fronted wood shed to provide both shelter 
and an easy exit into the garden. Whilst moving it there I did notice that one of its 
hindwings had a small chunk out of it, but probably  nothing to affect its flying ability.     
 
The following day was sunny and even milder - 14C - and my partner Wendy 
mentioned she had seen a Peacock sunning itself in the garden. When I asked 
if it had a damaged hindwing she said that it did, so I knew that my protégé 
was doing alright!  
 

National Wider Countryside Butterfly Survey in 2015 
Devon Branch participates in BC’s Wider Countryside Butterfly Survey. The 
Survey is based on randomly generated kilometre squares in the county 
supplied from Head Office and 2 parallel (or roughly parallel) 1 kilometre 
transect lines are walked once in July and again in August as a minimum  
requirement within the square. As well as BC volunteers, RSPB & BTO 
(British Trust for Ornithology) volunteers also help with coverage.  

Peacock (Barry Henwood) 
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In the UK, for the sixth successive 
year Meadow Brown was the most 
widespread butterfly in 2015, being 
located in 90% of squares. Three 
‘brown’ species; Meadow Brown, 
Gatekeeper and Ringlet accounted 
for more than half of all butterflies 
counted. 
 
How good a year was it for wider 
countryside species? Early evi-
dence for the 24 species from core 
WCBS visits suggests the balance 
was tipped fairly evenly, with 54% of 
species being more widespread and 
46% being less widespread.  
 
Holly Blue was more widespread than in any year since 2010, being up by 
16 percentage points over 2014 levels and climbing seven places in the 
rankings to 15th position. 
 
Large and Essex Skipper were detected in more squares than all other years 
of the WCBS, with Small Skipper and Large Skipper both being present in 
over one third of squares and Essex Skippers in 14% of squares. This is ex-
cellent news, given that UKBMS trend data show these species to be in long
-term decline. There were some impressive counts of these 
species including 169 Large Skipper at Playford, Suffolk on 2nd July whilst 
at Hollowell, Northants the maximum Small Skipper count went from 0 in 
2014 to 49 in 2015. 
 
Silver-washed Fritillary, which is by far and away the most frequently seen 
habitat specialist species on WCBS surveys, experienced its best year in 
terms of the number of squares occupied, being found in 9% of squares and 
climbing two places in the rankings. It is interesting to note that Silver-
washed Fritillary was only 2 percentage points less widespread than Small 
Copper at a UK scale and was more widespread than this butterfly in wales.  
 
Of the other habitat specialists, Lulworth Skipper totals were worryingly 
down by 80% at the only regularly monitored square on which it is recorded 
near Swanage. 
 
The wider countryside species that were the greatest losers in 2015 were 
Peacock and Small Tortoiseshell, with both being seen in 14% fewer 
squares than in 2014. Small Tortoiseshell’s position in the top three most 
widespread species in 2014 was short-lived, dropping four places in the  

The most widespread WCBS  
species Meadow Brown (Kevin New) 
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Devon BC Events 2016 June to October 
 
Sat. 4th June 2016: Langaford Farm, North Bovey TQ13 8RH 11:00 – 13:00   
Join Jenny Plackett from Butterfly Conservation in a butterfly hunt, where we 
hope to have good views of the rare Marsh Fritillary. 
Hear about the fascinating life cycle of this endangered butterfly and see the 
management that is being carried out to restore its habitat  
Feel free to bring a picnic lunch to enjoy in the grounds afterwards. Tea and 
coffee will be provided. Please wear stout footwear (preferably wellies, as some 
areas can be wet). Binoculars would be useful too. There is no charge for the 
walk, but donations welcome. Booking essential as places are limited, phone 
Ces Hoult on 01647 432 889 or chlangaford@gmail.com 

 
 

Thursday 9th June 2016: Halse Combe, Exmoor 11:00-13:00  
Join Jenny Plackett (Butterfly Conservation) and Paul Camp (National Trust) on 
a walk over Halse Combe to view the Heath Fritillary butterfly.This is a great 
opportunity to learn about its life cycle and habitat requirements and the work 
that is happening on Exmoor to restore its fortunes. Location/start point: Horner 
car park TA24 8HY. The event is free but places are limited, booking essential, 
via http://www.exmoor-nationalpark.gov.uk/get-involved/events-and-training  
and follow the links to book your place. For further information, contact Jenny 
Plackett, Two Moors Threatened Butterfly Project Officer, Butterfly Conserva-
tion,   jplackett@butterflyconservation.org   07918 073654 

ranking to number seven. The annual drop was most noticeable in Wales, 
where occupancy was down from 76% to 48%.  
 
Small Copper was less widespread than in any other year, and was ranked at 
number 22, only being seen in around a tenth of squares, compared with a third 
of squares five years ago. 
 
Wall Brown was worryingly scarce again, down six percentage points on 2014 
levels and being seen in only 4% of squares – less than in any other year in the 
series. The greatest loss was in Wales where occupancy was down from 34% 
in 2014 to 6% in 2015. In England this butterfly was seen in 5% fewer squares 
in 2015 compared to 2014. Speckled Wood and Small White were also much 
scarcer than in recent years. 
 
There were mixed fortunes for the regular migrants. Painted Lady was found in 
more squares than in any other year since the huge influx of 2009. However, 
the predicted bumper immigration did not materialise with sightings in less than 
a fifth of squares. Red Admiral suffered the greatest decline in occupancy of all 
butterflies recorded this year, being seen in 18% fewer squares than in 2014. 
Clouded Yellow was also seen in 4% fewer squares than in 2014.  

http://www.exmoor-nationalpark.gov.uk/get-involved/events-and-training
https://owa.butterfly-conservation.org/owa/redir.aspx?C=38f73bb6480640099aa00bcea2156908&URL=mailto%3ajplackett%40butterflyconservation.org
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Sun. 12th June 2016: Ashclyst Forest nr. Exeter 
Meet at 1.30pm in the Forest Gate car park at SX 999 995. David Hinde will be 
leading a walk through the forest and along the “butterfly walk” where both Small 
Pearl, and Pearl-bordered Fritillaries should be flying. Leader David Hinde tel: 
01404 823 412 or mob. 07745 415 216. A joint meeting with Dorset Branch. 
 
Sun. 19th June 2016: Heddon Valley nr. Lynton North Devon 
Meet 11.00 a.m. at the National Trust car park SS 655 481 (there is a small 
charge) for a two hour walk. This is one of the best butterfly sites in Devon where 
Pearl and Small Pearl-bordered Fritillaries, High Brown and Dark Green Fritillaries, 
Green Hairstreak and Silver-washed Fritillaries may all be seen. There are some 
very steep slopes and Brambles so long trousers and stout footwear essential -  
the bramble flowers do attract the butterflies though! The Hunters' Inn makes a 
good pub lunch afterwards. Optional stop at Ladies Mile after lunch. Leaders Paul 
Butter on Tel: 01837 82378 & Brian Sims. 
 
Sat. 25th June 2016: Aish Tor nr. Poundsgate 
Meet at 1.30 pm in the car park area (SX 707 714). Off the B3357 at the top of 
Newbridge Hill, turn west onto the very minor road and the parking area is immedi-
ately on the right. This is the best site for High Brown Fritillary and a good chance 
to compare and contrast with Dark Green Fritillary which is also on the wing. Lead-
er John Barkham Tel: 01364 653 903 or at bark.person@gmail.com 
 
Sat. 25th & Sun. 26th June 2016: Dunsdon Moth event and butterfly walk 
Dunsdon National Nature Reserve SS 302 080, EX22 7JW. Leaders Barry Hen-
wood & Steve Threlkeld. Booking required. Meet at 9pm Saturday for moth trap-
ping; 9:30 am Sunday to see moths caught during the night and 11:00 am for but-
terfly walk. Limited camping will be available, no fires permitted & no dogs at the 
event. Bacon butties will be available to campers for breakfast at a cost of £2.50 a 
head. A porta loo will be on site. Torches required. Book through Steve Threlkeld 
by phone on 01288 331 324 (answer phone) or email:- 
sthrelkeld@devonwildlifetrust.org   stating your contact details, how many people 
are attending which sessions, how many are children, how many tent or van pitch-
es and if having breakfast whether vegetarian or meat eaters. He will then return 
your call or email to confirm your booking. Numbers limited so early booking is 
advised. DIRECTIONS: From Holsworthy, take the A3072 west towards Bude, 
after 2.5 miles take a right turn to Pancrasweek. Continue north past Pancrasweek 
church for about a mile, turn right at the T-junction, through Lana, following the 
lane round a sharp left bend. The entrance to the Nature Reserve is on the left, 
just before Gains Cross (Grid reference SS 302 080). There is a large car parking 
area at the end of the driveway. A  joint meeting with Devon Wildlife Trust, Devon 
Moth Group, Butterfly Conservation, & Devon Biodiversity Records Centre. 
 
Wednesday 29th June 2016: Heddon Valley nr. Lynton 11:00 – 13:00  £4 
Join Jenny Plackett from Butterfly Conservation and an Exmoor National Trust 
ranger on this hunt for butterflies in the Heddon Valley. A Fritillary-focussed 
walk, where we hope to see some of the UK's rarest butterflies, including the 

mailto:bark.person@gmail.com
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High Brown Fritillary. Wear walking shoes and clothing suitable for the condi-
tions on the day, and bring butterfly identification guides and binoculars if you 
have them. The terrain may be slippery if wet, and there are some steep sec-
tions on the walk. Location/start point: the NT shop and info centre in the 
Heddon Valley EX31 4PY. £4 charge. More Information: North Devon Event 
Booking, 01598 763 402, northdevon@nationaltrust.org.uk    
Booking Essential:  01598 763 402 
 
Sat. 2nd July 2016: Abbeyford Woods, Okehampton moth event 
Joint meeting with Devon Moth Group. The owners are interested in the effects 
on the moth fauna of recent clear felling of large areas of Larch and which spe-
cies colonise these cleared areas. There is a Broadleaved fringe to the wood 
which should produce some interesting species in an under recorded square. 
Meet at 9.00 pm at main car park SX 589 976. It is an extensive site so the more 
traps the merrier. 
Leaders Paul Butter & Rob Wolton. Tel 01837 82378 or Rob on 01837 810 416. 
 
Sun. 10th July 2016: Ashclyst Forest 
Meet at the Forest Gate car park at SX 999 995 at 1.30 pm. A return to this ex-
tensive forest area as this will be the most likely event of the year to see the mag-
nificent White Admiral in Devon and a good chance of photographing Purple 
Hairstreak. Leader David Hinde Tel : 01404 823 412 or mob. 07745 415 216. 
Joint meeting with Dorset Branch. 
 
Sat. 16th July 2016: Okehampton Old Park moth event 
Meet at 9.00 pm at SX 581 939 on the Golf Course road which is off to the right 
at the top of Station Road Okehampton. Okehampton Golf Club have kindly al-
lowed parking in their spacious car park and there are several roadside areas 
where traps can be run leading up to the car park. This Moth event is at a very 
promising old Oak woodland site adjacent to the largest flush on Dartmoor. Tar-
get species Marsh Oblique-barred which is Nationally Notable. This should be a 
very interesting night if the weather is favourable. Leaders Paul Butter 01837 
82378 and Kev New 01837 811 030. Joint meeting with Devon Moth Group. 
 
Sun. 17th July 2016: Bovey Valley Woodlands, Lustleigh 
Meet at 1.30 pm at Pullabrook Woodland Trust car park by Drakeford Bridge 
Grid ref. SX 789 801. From the Bovey Tracey to Manaton road turn towards 
Lustleigh at Reddaford Water Cross (marked by a brown tourist sign to Bovey 
Woods). The car park is on the left about 1mile from this junction. Join Amanda 
and Albert to look for a range of woodland butterflies including Silver-washed 
Fritillary, White Admiral, Purple Hairstreak and possibly White-letter Hairstreak in 
the Bovey Valley woodlands. Albert is the Natural England reserve manager 
here and will also talk about the history of these woodlands and how they are 
managed to ensure butterflies continue to thrive. Booking essential by email to 
membership@devon-butterflies.org.uk or by leaving your contact details on the 
answer machine on 01803 325 424. Leaders Amanda Hunter and Albert Knott. 
 

https://owa.butterfly-conservation.org/owa/redir.aspx?C=6d436c398d09415fb2e0a4d30ef5f5c4&URL=mailto%3anorthdevon%40nationaltrust.org.uk
mailto:membership@devon-butterflies.org.uk


25 

Sun. 24th July 2016: Little Breach, Devon Branch Reserve 
Meet at 1.30pm at the end of the lane leading to Purchas Farm at ST 108 154. 
From M5 J27 take A38 towards Wellington. After about 3 miles just after passing 
over the M5, turn right onto B3391 signed Culmstock/Hemyock. After 1.1miles 
turn left signed Woodgate & Beacon. Continue 0.7 mile going straight across two 
set of crossroads and passing a No Through Road sign and park where you can 
at the end of the lane. From here there is a half mile uphill walk to the site at ST 
115 155. Another chance to see how our own branch reserve is getting on; Mar-
bled Whites and other grassland species should be plentiful and there are some 
lovely views from the trail. The Big Butterfly Count will be on so download your 
sheets to get ready. Leader David Hinde Tel: 01404 823 412. 
 
Fri. 29th July 2016: Plymbridge Woods Moths 
Meet at NT car park at SX 525 587 for 9.00pm. Directions: From A38 Marsh 
Mills, go into Plympton, turn left at roundabout along Plymbridge Rd. Follow to 
end to National Trust Car Park. Mothing in fabulous mixed woodland and this 
event will no doubt produce an exciting plethora of records. Leader Dave Gibbon 
01752 666 231 or 07904 129 309. 
 
Sun. 31st July 2016: Undercliffs National Nature Reserve 
Meet at 1.30 pm for a 4.00 pm finish at Whitland (grid ref SY 306 910). Direc-
tions: from the A3052 from Seaton turn first right after Charton Cross; from Lyme 
Regis turn left off the A3052 just before Charton Cross. The owner of Whitland, 
George Allhusen, kindly allows us to park here. This event centres on the Hum-
ble Glades area of this unique NNR and will encompass several glades, mostly 
recently created by Natural England, woodland areas, and the beach itself. War-
den Tom Sunderland is keen to get Wood White records from these glades to 
assess the success of the management work being undertaken. Joint Leaders 
Martin Drake from Axe Vale & District Conservation Society contact martin-
drake2@gmail.com and Paul Butter paulnbutter@hotmail.com  Booking is essen-
tial and numbers limited to 12 BC members. No dogs. The steep and uneven 
terrain make it unsuitable for young children and good footwear is also essential, and 
hopefully sun-cream as well! 
 
Sun. 31st July 2016: Orley Common 
Meet 1.30 pm at Orley Common car park at SX 828 666 which is on the right just 
west of Ipplepen village when travelling towards Torbryan. Target species Brown 
Argus which is not at all common in Devon. There is also a very interesting lime-
stone flora which is also scarce in Devon. Leader Pete Hurst tel. 01626 854 182. 
 
Sat. 6th August 2016: Stoke Point, Noss Mayo 
Meet at 11.00am in the NT car park SX 658 466 for a coastal walk for resi-
dent and migrant species and to add records for the Big Butterfly Count 
along some spectacular coastline. From A379 Yealmpton go through Noss 
Mayo and on to Stoke Cross. Turn right and it’s the first car park on the left. 
Leader Dave Gibbon tel. 01752 666 231 or 07904 129 309. 
 

mailto:martindrake2@gmail.com
mailto:martindrake2@gmail.com
mailto:paulnbutter@hotmail.com
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Sunday 14th August 2016: Kerswell Downs nr. Kingskerswell 
Meet at 1.30 pm at the designated car park on Maddacombe Rd at Grid ref 
SX873676. This is a walk through Kerswell Downs which has been managed 
for the last two years by Kingskerswell Natural History Society opening up 
several areas of unimproved limestone grassland and woodland 
glades to improve the floral and lepidopteral interest. There are some steep 
and sometimes slippery slopes before reaching the level meadows. Brown 
Argus should be on the wing and the area also now supports Marbled White 
and White Admiral. Leader David Poole poole.m.d@rivers34.eclipse.co.uk 
 
Sun. 28th August 2016: Preston Down nr. Paignton 
Two walks are planned for 11.30 am and 1pm. Directions: Exit A380 Torbay ring 
road at the Preston Down roundabout onto Preston Down Road. Follow signs to 
Preston. About 1.2 miles after the roundabout the road bends sharply to the right 
and then left. As soon as you go downhill again Preston Down fields are on the 
right. Park sensibly here (it can be busy) and meet at the pedestrian access gap 
in the low stone wall at SX 890 624. Target species Brown Hairstreak, both adult 
and egg stages. Surveying for eggs on the Blackthorn hedges will be shown so 
you will be able to check your home patches of Blackthorn. Please book your 
chosen walk by emailing membership@devon-butterflies.org.uk or leaving your 
contact details on the answer machine  01803 325 424. Leader Amanda Hunter. 
 
Sat. 10th September 2016: Cookworthy DWT Reserve 
Meet at 1.30 in the DWT car park at the centre at SS 412 013. A Marsh Fritillary 
larval web hunt at this site which has been under management by DWT to im-
prove the Culm grassland particularly to help maintain the Marsh Fritillary. Learn 
how to spot these webs as this is often the best way to record the strength of a 
colony. Leader Jenny Evans Tel: 01837 871163 or at jen-
nifer.evans@lineone.net  
 
Sat. 22nd October 2016: Devon BC Members’ Day & AGM, Crediton 
A note for your diary for this morning and afternoon event. BC’s Jim Asher and 
Charles Tyler from Exeter University will be principal speakers. Full programme 
will be announced in the next newsletter. 
 
 
 

 Acknowledgement: thank you to all contributors to this newsletter 

mailto:membership@devon-butterflies.org.uk
mailto:jennifer.evans@lineone.net
mailto:jennifer.evans@lineone.net
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Committee members 

Butterfly Conservation Company Limited by guarantee 
Registered Office:   Manor Yard, East Lulworth,      

Wareham, Dorset.  BH20 5QP. Tel: 01929  400209  
  Registered in England No. 2206468.  

Registered Charity No. 254937.                          
Registered in Scotland No. SCO 39268.                         

Roger Bristow - County Butterfly Recorder                                01395 578003 
2, Sid Bank, Sid Lane, Sidmouth EX10 9AW                                 devonbristows@btinternet.com 

 
Paul Butter - Events Co-ordinator                                                01837 82378 
Hazelwood Farm, Sampford Courtenay, Okehampton EX20 2SH         paulnbutter@hotmail.com                 
 
Jenny Evans - Website, Transect Co-ordinator                jennifer.evans@lineone.net 

 
Mary Harold - Publicity Officer                                                    01566 783188                            
Malthouse, Coryton, Okehampton EX20 4PG                                    mary.harold@btinternet.com 

 
Barry Henwood - Chairman & County Moth Recorder                01626 364080 
Greenacre, 6 Lakeland, Abbotskerswell TQ12 5YF                       barry.henwood@btinternet.com      

 

David Hinde - Conservation Officer                                             01404 823412   
1 Silver Lane Cottages, Rockbeare, Exeter EX5 2PL                                    hindedavid@sky.com  
 
Amanda Hunter - Membership Secretary                            amanda.bc@clara.co.uk 
391 Teignmouth Road, Torquay TQ1 4RR 

 
Pete  Hurst - Editor                  01626 854182 
36 Woodway Street, Chudleigh, Newton Abbot TQ13 0JU            petehurst@pobroadband.co.uk                             

 

Ray Jones - Treasurer                                                                 01884 255386 
10 Broomhill, Tiverton EX16 5AS                                                    ray1432.jones@btinternet.com 
 

Marjory Taylor - Branch Organiser 01404 881250 
Danes View, Lower Lane, Dalwood, Axminster EX13 7DW 
 

 
Non-committee posts for Devon BC:- 
 
Colin Sargent - Lydford Reserve Contact                                   01822 810433 
Stags Head House, Brentor, Tavistock  PL19 ONP                               colin@colinsargent..co.uk 
 

Lesley Kerry - Silver-studded Blue Co-ordinator                         01395 567880          
                                                                             lesley.kerry@ymail.com 

Phil Parr - East Devon Coast/Undercliffs  
Co-ordinator                                                  phil.parr@warwickshire-butterflies.org.uk 
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Top left, Spoladea recurvalis, a rare migrant micro moth (Barry 
Henwood). Top right, Esperia sulphurella, a common micro moth (Peter 
Vernon). Bottom left, Dark Green Fritillary (Colin Burningham). Bottom  

Right, Speckled Wood (Dave Land). 


