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Olethreutes arcuella micro moth photographed in Yarner Wood  
near Bovey Tracey 4th June 2016 (Colin Burningham).  

It was seen mid-afternoon in full sun.  
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Obituary: David Hinde 
In June Devon BC committee learned of the sudden 
death of David Hinde, branch Conservation Officer 
with main responsibility for our Little Breach reserve. 
He was 57 and was being treated for cancer.  
 
David was educated at Highfields Science Specialist 
School, Wolverhampton. He began studying archi-
tecture at Portsmouth University but soon moved to 
Gloucester to study landscape architecture in which 
he gained a degree. His working career began with 
the Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust.  
 
In 1988, he joined the then Department of Transport 
(now Highways England) Regional Office in Exeter 
as a Regional Horticulture Officer. He quickly 
learned the special habitats and wildlife within his 
working area but was not one to be desk bound – 
he loved to get out, travel the network and see for himself the work being carried 
out, discussing and resolving any issues on site.  
 
David was keen to work with local schools and youth clubs to promote the environ-
mental characteristics of the roads that Highways England manage. Indeed to 
mark the millennium, David worked with young people at the villages of Kenn and 
Kennford located just outside of Exeter to plant hundreds of trees beside the A38.  
 
In addition to his love of butterflies, David also enjoyed playing golf. Earlier in his 
life he excelled at badminton and hockey playing both at county level. A keen an-
gler, he fished some of the prettiest waters in England, including his beloved river 
Severn which he had fished as a boy. He enjoyed designing his garden at home 
and spent many hours tending it. 
 
In Devon BC he joined the committee in 2007 and soon became Conservation 
Officer. He took up the not insignificant challenge of guiding our then recently do-
nated Little Breach reserve from an overgrown scrubby hillside with only a few but-
terfly species to what it is today: a flower-rich reserve boasting circa 24 species in 
a year. He also met up with National Trust staff at Ashclyst Forest to advise on 
Pearl-bordered Fritillary management. He fielded a number of conservation que-
ries received by Devon branch sometimes with site visits. He led BC field meetings 
at both Little Breach and Ashclyst Forest and gave an interesting insight into his 
professional work at Highways England at last years’ Members’ Day & AGM. 
 
David was a kind and friendly man with a quiet unassuming manner. He leaves 
behind his wife Jennie and young daughter Elyse for whom he was a proud Dad.  

David at a Little Breach 
 reserve work day in February  
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Members’ Day & AGM Saturday 22nd October 2016  
Boniface Centre, Crediton Parish Church 
 
Programme:- 
 
  9.30  Doors open 
 
10.00  Welcome from Chairman – Barry Henwood 
 
10.05  Devon Branch AGM 
 
10.45  Coffee 
 
11.15  “Emperors, Queens, Dragons, Tigers, Potters, Robbers and As 
           sassins – the Lives and Habits of some Amazing Insects” –  
           Charles Tyler 
 
12.15  Vacant slot: TBC 
 
12.45  Lunch (see below about making a reservation) 
 
  2.00  The Future for Butterflies and Moths… and for Butterfly  
           Conservation - Jim Asher 
 
  3.00  Devon BC 30th birthday – early days of the branch – Pete Hurst 
 
  3.15  Recent Trends in Devon butterfly populations – Jenny Evans 
 
  3.30  Tea & cake 
 
  4.00  Close 
 
 
Crediton Parish Church is on the A377 main road which from Exeter direction 
is on the right not long after passing the turning for the road to Tiverton (A3072) and 
before the shops. From north Devon on A377, shortly after passing all the town cen-
tre shops, look for entrance to Parish Church on the left. Boniface Centre is on the 
right as you go down the Parish Church drive - keep on to rear of church for parking. 
 
 
Lunches (£8), usually a plate of salad with cheese or meat followed by a 
warm dessert, will be provided by the Crediton WI ladies who have provided us 
with a reasonably priced 2-course lunch for a number of years now.  
Lunches must be booked in advance via Roger Bristow: 01395  578 003  or 
email: devonbristows@btinternet.com   no later than 18th October please. 
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The AGM gives a chance to hear about what has gone on in the branch in the 
previous 12 months. The AGM business will be kept to a minimum.  This year we 
have 3 new committee members to formally elect: Jonathan Aylett, Lesley Kerry and 
Colin Sargent. 
 
Our 2 principal talks will be given by Professor Charles Tyler and Jim Asher 
who are expert speakers and we are expecting 2 interesting talks from them. 
Charles is a reproductive physiologist and environmental biologist based at 
Exeter University. He has a deep passion for wildlife and some of his re-
search projects include studies on the natural ecology of insects, fish and 
birds. Jim Asher is the Chair on BC’s National Executive Committee and he 
joined BC in 1982. He chaired the group responsible for the “Millennium At-
las of Butterflies in Britain and Ireland” and has co-authored subsequent 
“State of Britain’s Butterflies” reports. He has a special interest in recording & 
photographing butterflies and their landscapes. 
 
Devon BC Members’ Day is a great opportunity to meet other fellow mem-
bers of the branch and also the committee. You will find out about more of 
what we do and how to become more involved if you want to.  
 
 
This tiny Silver-studded 
Blue was photographed on 
5th July 2016 by Michael 
Brooking who does the annu-
al counts for the species at 
Bolt Head near Salcombe. 
He has noticed that towards 
the end of the season some 
smaller individuals can ap-
pear and this faded female 
with a pound coin for com-
parison is “definitely the 
smallest I have ever seen”. 
 
 
 
This 5-spot Burnet moth 
form minoides where the 
spots run into each other 
was photographed by Colin 
Burningham on 17th July 
2016 at Emsworthy Mire, 
near Widecombe, Dartmoor. 
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Lydford field event 28th May 2016 - 
Patrick Hawkins 
 
12 BC members had a very interesting after-
noon at a Lydford Old Railway reserve field 
event on 28th May 2016 led by Colin Sargent. 
 
Lots of Heath Fritillary were on the wing and 
in the lower Forestry Commission area were 
many Small Pearl-bordered Fritillaries. 
 
Colin’s enthusiasm and knowledge of the 
reserve was a great help to all. 
 
 

Annual report for Lydford Old Railway 
reserve 2016 - Colin Sargent 
 
After a wet start to 2016, things looked promising when several Heath Fritil-
lary larvae were spotted earlier in the year at our Lydford Reserve.  
 
From the middle of May to the end of June, large numbers of adult butterflies 
were recorded, and over 115 were seen in an unofficial count on a hot sunny 
day at the start of June. 
 
Thank you to all the recorders and volunteers who help each year to prepare this 
delicate reserve for the next season of the beautiful Heath Fritillary butterfly. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Heath Fritillary aberration 
corythalia was seen again  

this year at Lydford  
(photo Dave Land) 

HeathFritillary weekly count at Old Railway reserve 2016 

6th-12th May 0 

13th-19th May 4 

20-26th May 52 

27th May-2nd June 80 

3rd-9th June 71 

10th-16th June (poor weather) 0 

17th-23rd June 41 

24th-30th June 29 

1st-7th July 2 

8th-14th July 0 
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Upping our game in the garden - Pete Hurst 
 
With the present rush to create new housing both 
on green fields and as infill within existing towns, 
wildlife is increasingly marginalized. There is 
pressure on farmland to use it efficiently for the 
highest returns and consequently there are fewer 
odd corners for butterflies and wildlife. To redress 
this, if you have a garden there are ways you can 
assist butterflies and other wildlife.  
 
Grassland is one of our rarer habitats, more so if 
flower-rich. About half of the British butterflies are 
strongly associated with grassland so it can be 
helpful to maximise the amount of grass allowed 
to grow long in the garden, especially in an open 
sunny area. This can then be potential breeding 
habitat for such species as Meadow Brown, Ringlet, Gatekeeper, Large and 
Small Skipper, even Marbled White. I have also noticed the additional benefit of 
long grass providing somewhere for newly hatched moths at ground level to 
crawl up to dry their wings (Scarlet Tiger dayflying moth frequently has done this 
in my own garden).  
 
A few species of butterfly go for areas of warmer short turf within a grassland 
habitat (e.g. Wall Brown, Brown Argus, Dingy Skipper) so if present in your locali-
ty may be attracted to your garden if you have this. The grassy habitat will need 
cutting at the end of the butterfly season say from September and cuttings re-
moved to avoid enriching the soil and to discourage ranker vegetation. Wild flow-
ers and more varied grass species will then be more likely to colonise. Yellow 
Rattle is a herb commonly grown in grassland to weaken the dominance of the 
more aggressive grass species thus allowing more space for flowers and herbs. 
Yellow Rattle is semi-parasitic on the roots of grass reducing the grass’s vigour. 
 
In wild grassland in the early part of the season, Bluebell, Bugle, Ground Ivy, 
Primrose and Dandelion are good nectar sources for butterflies. In summer, 
Knapweeds are good along with Fleabane, Ox-
eye Daisy, Ragwort and Thistles. Flowering 
Bramble in sunny situations is also attractive to 
a number of butterflies. Herbs such as Marjo-
ram and Mints are attractive as is Red Valerian 
and Lavender. Garden Buddleia is a magnet 
for the Vanessid family of butterflies and also 
attractive to Whites. I think the usual purple 
Buddleia probably works best in attracting 
butterflies, but I know other people suggest 
other colours/types as being good. Certainly 
the orange weyeriana cross is good for late 

Small Copper on Scabious 
(Barry Henwood) 

Small White on Fleabane 
(Pete Hurst) 
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flowering well into autumn. Verbena bonariensis is a good cultivar and also Mich-
aelmas Daisy. Perennial Wallflower is good too, I find. 
 
For moths, Honeysuckle is said to be good, also Night-scented Stock. As for the 
butterflies, Buddleia is good for Noctuid family moths too and also Jersey Tiger is 
frequently seen on it. Nicotiana can be planted for Convolvulus Hawk, a moth 
that migrates here most years late summer/early autumn in varying numbers. 
 
A patch of Birdsfoot Trefoil in the garden (or even in a pot) will attract female 
Common Blue butterflies looking to lay eggs on it. Even better if within a grassy 
situation, although it may be helpful to clear some grass from around it to create 
the warmer situation it likes. It will then also be more accessible for the Common 
Blue. 
 
A sunny nettle patch in the garden might attract 
egglaying Small Tortoiseshell and Peacock. 
More shaded nettles may still provide food for 
Red Admiral and Comma. Comma will also read-
ily use Wild Hop and Elm. Numerous moths also 
have nettle as a foodplant. 
 
The lemon-yellow Brimstone butterfly only uses 
Alder Buckthorn for egglaying in Devon. Simply 
planting one in the garden will very likely tempt a 
female Brimstone to lay her eggs there. A Brim-
stones is also more likely to hang around in a 
garden that has its larval foodplant. 
 
Orange Tip commonly uses Cuckoo Flower and 
Hedge Garlic in the wild: Dame’s Violet and Hon-
esty are 2 cultivars that will also attract egglaying. 
 
Last autumn a friend of mine, Barbara, recently 
moved into a new house in our town. She has 
kept a very productive allotment in the past that 
has also incorporated plants specially for wildlife 
but now, with her own proper garden, she has 
started anew growing a mixture of cultivated flow-
ers, vegetables and wild plants attractive to wild-
life. Previous owners had kept a low-
maintenance garden with formal lawns, gravel 
pathways and hard standing patio with only a few 
small flower beds at the edges. Barbara has allowed her small front and rear 
lawns to grow long. Hawksbeard flowers and Self-heal are dotted around. Ox-
eye Daisy is actively encouraged and Nipplewort has attracted nectaring Whites. 
Barbara planted a patch of Birdsfoot Trefoil for the Common Blue, and was 
pleased to discover a small second patch that was already present. A Ragwort 

Top, Birdsfoot Trefoil.  
Bottom, Peacock caterpillars on 

nettle (Pete Hurst) 
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grows in the front lawn which when I checked had a Cinnabar moth larva on it; 
Ragwort is practically its sole foodplant. Ragwort flowers will get visits from a 
wide range of butterflies and is popular with other nectaring insects. 
 
Spreading out from the edge of the rear garden path are patches of the low-
growing Lesser Swinecress which I know is used by Small White for egglaying 
and probably also used by Green-veined White which will use most wild cresses 
according to Jeremy Thomas. Lesser Swinecress can sometimes be seen grow-
ing on poached ground or on kerbsides 
on streets. 
 
Barbara has allowed Common Figwort 
to grow  in her garden, a plant used by 
the Mullein moth larva (which also uses 
Mulleins, Verbascum and Buddleia) as a 
foodplant. Figwort flowers are frequently 
visited by wasps and there is also an 
attractive sawfly larva that is powdery 
white with black spots on that eats the 
leaves. 
 
The front garden has Red Valerian, a good all-round 
nectar plant often used by Hummingbird Hawk moth 
as well as numbers of butterflies. Lavender and Sca-
bious are present - 2 good nectar plants - and Barba-
ra also grows Nasturtium which Large and Small 
White will happily lay their eggs on. Borage plants in 
her garden which are scattered about are popular 
eating for the larvae of the attractive Scarlet Tiger 
dayflying moth if present - they have happily eaten it 
in mine. Bees love to visit Borage flowers too. 
 
I was impressed that Barbara was keen to see what 
came up in her garden and wanted to find out the 
worth of these plants for wildlife rather than eliminate 
everything for a fresh start.  
 
Good wildlife gardens have the best 
of both worlds with a winning mix of 
wild flowers and cultivars, rich with 
nectar plants and incorporating cat-
erpillar foodplants to assist our but-
terflies and moths. In addition gar-
dens can offer warmth and shelter.  
 
Years ago Devon BC had a field visit 
in  the summer to Gavin 

Top: Lesser Swinecress in Barbara’s gar-
den. Middle:Common Figwort in her gar-

den. Bottom: Mullein moth larva  
(Pete Hurst) 

(continued over) 
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Haig’s wildlife garden at Lower Washfield near Tiverton and on that day 
18 species of butterfly were seen - more than for any other event in the 
summer programme that year. 
 
 

Hummingbird Hawk may 
be new resident species 
in Britain 
Butterfly Conservation (BC) 
announced in June that the 
migrant Hummingbird Hawk 
moth may now be a resident 
species. The moth which flies 
in the day and can be seen 
hovering in front of flowers 
may be surviving warmer win-
ters here. BC has requested 
sightings from the public to 
help assess its status. The 
moth is a good pollinator. 
 

BBC Springwatch reveals fall in caterpillar numbers 
The BBC Springwatch programme in June this year referred to the num-
bers of caterpillars (around 1,000) needed to feed a tit chick to adult size. 
In the Oak tree canopy there can be as many as 250 caterpillars per 
square metre, but this year it was calculated that there were only 4 larvae 
per square metre. This meant that adult tits had a more arduous time 
sourcing food for their chicks. The programme mentioned that there is a 
12 year cycle of caterpillar abundance with 2016 being a trough and num-
bers expected to build up again from next year. 
 

 
BBC reports on reintroduced butterfly 
July 22nd: A small bog in Lancashire is once again home 
to a rare species of butterfly for the first time in 100 years. 
 
The Large Heath has been disappearing from Northern 
England where it was once common. After a 3 year cap-
tive breeding programme at Chester Zoo, a stable wild 
colony has been established at Heysham Moss. Large 
Heath is only found in 2 other places in Lancashire. 
 
Nearest colonies of Large Heath to Devon are situated 
in mid-Wales. 

Hummingbird Hawk 
(Andrew Bakere) 

Large Heath 
(Barry Henwood) 
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Give as you Live initiative - Becky Miners 
 
Using Give as you Live is really simple.  

-       Visit www.giveasyoulive.com/join/butterflyconservation and sign up 
to support us 

-       Choose which retailer you want to shop with on Give as you Live 
and click "shop now" 

-       Start raising money for Butterfly Conservation for free! 
If you are using a tablet or phone you can download the Give As You Live 
app or if you are using a computer you can download the Give as you Live 
Toolbar to make it even easier. 

 

Ashclyst Forest field 
event 12th June 2016 
- Patrick Hawkins 
 
Fourteen of us including leader 
John Barkham braved the 
early rain showers to enjoy a 
pleasant  walk around Ashclyst 
Forest to see Small Pearl- 
bordered Fritillaries nectaring 
on Buttercups in the  afternoon 
sunshine.  
 
This was a joint event with 
Dorset branch and two of their 
members made the trip to 
Devon. 

Spotting something at Ashclyst  
(Patrick Hawkins) 

http://www.giveasyoulive.com/join/butterflyconservation
http://blog.giveasyoulive.com/2013/11/give-live-app-now-available-mobile-tablet/
http://blog.giveasyoulive.com/2013/11/give-live-app-now-available-mobile-tablet/
https://www.giveasyoulive.com/install
https://www.giveasyoulive.com/install
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Aish Tor Field Event Sat.  25th June 2016 - Amanda Hunter 
 
Over 30 people 
joined walk leader 
John Barkham for 
this branch event, 
all hopeful of seeing 
both the Dark Green 
and High Brown 
Fritillaries for which 
this site is fa-
mous.  But the 
weather was not as 
helpful as it could 
have been and as 
we tramped down 
the hill there were 

not many butterflies to be seen, despite there being several people already 
on the site saying they had seen plenty in the morning! 
 
With so few butterflies there was great excitement each time one was spot-
ted and John gave us all the relevant advice about telling the difference be-
tween these two fast flying frits.  It seems that all the ones we saw that day 
were Dark Green. Highlight of the day was a mating pair of these and there 
were plenty of chances for everyone to get some great photos. 
 
Many thanks from everyone on the event to John Barkham for leading this 
event, we all learnt a lot in what was a very enjoyable afternoon. 
 
 

Abbeyford Woods moth evening 2nd July 2016 - Paul Butter 
 
Nine members turned up on a fairly promising night at 
these woods near Okehampton in VC4 and luckily the 
rain just about held off. All in all we had 5 MV lamps 
and 2 Actinics variously distributed within walking dis-
tance of the car park area. The Forestry Commission 
have recently clear felled a large part of the plantation 
of Larch and are keen to see how the site changes over 
time as regeneration occurs. We were thus in an area 
of large Beech and Oak trees adjoining the cleared ar-
ea, with Sallow and some Elm and Brambles. 
 
The evening got off to an excellent start thanks to Tim 
Stripp who managed to net a Gold Swift in the open 
area before the traps were even running. This is a fairly 
scarce moth in Devon despite feeding on ubiquitous 

Dark Green Frits. (A. Hunter) Dark Green Frits. (A. Hunter) 

Peach Blossom 
(Paul Butter) 
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Bracken. Another good species soon followed at light, a Beautiful Snout 
which feeds on Bilberry which does occur at Abbeyford although not in our 
vicinity. A  Peach Blossom was netted over a Bramble patch which also sup-
ported Buff Arches. A pristine Beautiful Carpet was greatly appreciat-
ed.....absolutely perfect.  
 
One of the commoner moths of the night was the Clay Triple-lines which is 
associated with Beech and it was noted that most of them had only a single 
discernable cross-line rather than the usual three. We also had a few Brin-
dled White-spot as the night got under way which is generally an insect 
of old woodland. The lichen feeders, Brussels Lace and a single Orange 
Footman, the latter rather faded, were not so unusual although both 
nationally Local species as is the Scorched Wing which also appeared. 
There were a lot of Mottled Beauties of various design and size but only two 
Satin Beauty which is usually common where there are conifers.  
 
The Devon specialities Double Line and Waved Carpet both made an ap-
pearance as did two of my favourite moths, the Small Yellow Wave and the 
Scallop Shell which were also in perfect condition. 
 
On the “micro” front there was a nice turn up of Catoptria margaritella which I 
don't see very often in mid Devon, and there were quite good numbers of 
Pandemis cinnamomeana with the males having their very distinctive white 
heads. Some examples of Eudonia delunella which came in were amazingly 
bright and well marked....unlike some of the other close relatives. There was 
also a single Plutella xylostella, Diamond-back moth, obviously lost from 
the pack and balefully looking around for some cauliflowers to infest! 
 
Thanks to all who came along and helped with setting up and bringing in the 
equipment; a full species list is available on request via email. All records will 
be sent to the Forestry Commission as well as the County recorder. 
 
 

Okehampton Woods Moth evening 16th July 2016 - Paul Butter 
 
Luckily we had a big improvement in the weather for this moth event for which 
we had four 125 watt MV traps, one 20 watt WEM light and an Actinic trap. 
Twelve members and one non member attended and for some it was the first 
moth night they had been on… so no pressure to attract some show-stoppers! 
 
The habitat was partly old Oak/Beech woodland with some Ash, a large fairly 
flower rich pasture and a marshy flush with Sallow and Birch plus some inter-
esting herbaceous plants such as Lousewort and Bog Asphodel. 
Early dusking was a bit on the thin side with a couple of Straw Dot Rivula 
sericealis in the area around the boggy flush and a Light Emerald Campaea 
margaritata in the nearby unimproved grassland. The first of many very 
bright fresh V Pugs Eupithecia v-ata arrived at light followed by a suitably 
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colourful appearance of a few Swallow-tailed Ourapterix sambucaria. Anoth-
er spectacularly marked moth but on a completely different scale was the 
Nationally notable b micro Argolamprotes micella which needs a hand lens to 
appreciate. A single Dingy Shell Euchoeca nebulata made a very fleeting 
appearance and a single Wormwood Pug Eupithecia absinthiata also came 
along and settled on the side of the trap for the duration.  
 
The Devon specialities Double Line Mythimna turca and Waved Carpet Hy-
drelia sylvata both turned up, both still nationally notable species. Some very 
bright Agapeta zoegana were again admired via the hand lens and some 
very bright green Green Pugs Eupethicia rectangulata added to the colour. 
Several strongly marked Eudonia delunella were recorded, a moth that is 
reasonably frequent in Devon woodland but nevertheless is nationally notable. 
 
It was nice to see Lilac Beauty Aperia syringaria which is not common in VC4 
and a couple of pristine Scallop Shell Rheumaptera undulata were also much 
appreciated. The Beech trees sup-
plied a single Clay Triple-lines Cy-
clophora linearia and the damp marsh 
a Small Dotted Buff Photedes minima. 
A small “Pug” turned out to be Slen-
der Pug Eupithecia tenuiata and at 
last our only Hawkmoth arrived, a 
large female Poplar Hawk Laothoe 
populi. Several people then started off 
homewards and as is often the case 
missed those later flyers, the best of 
which was a nationally notable 
Cloaked Carpet Euphyia biangulata. 
We also got a Satin Beauty Deilepte-
nia ribeata towards the end of the night, 
despite there not being any conifers obvious in the vicinity, nor was there any 
nearby Heathers for the True Lovers' Knot Lycophotia porphyrea. 
 
The last knockings produced three Pinion-streaked Snouts Schrankia cos-
taestrigalis near the marsh and a fantastic Dark Marbled Carpet Chloroclysta 
citrata in the wood. The final species total was 103 which was the best so far 
this year, but I felt numbers to be lower than expected at such a good site 
with good weather conditions. 
 
Thanks especially to Sam Stripp for supplying the additional traps and to all 
who came out on the night, especially the first-timers! 

Lilac Beauty (Paul Butter) 
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Bovey Woods field event 17th July 2016 - Amanda Hunter 
 
The first of the sixteen butterfly species seen 
on this walk was a White Admiral which de-
lightfully landed in the car park right in front of 
us all as we set out on the walk (photo right). 
 
These woodlands alongside the River Bovey 
are managed by Natural England to ensure 
that there are plenty of open glades along the 
paths and our timing was just right for a 
bumper crop of the bramble flowers that are 
such a useful nectaring source for woodland 
butterflies. As soon as we reached the first 
of these glades we had sightings of Silver-washed Fritillaries, Commas, a Red 
Admiral, Ringlets, Meadow Browns and a Green veined White. In further glades 
we saw Gatekeepers, a Marbled White, a Peacock, a Brimstone, Large & Small 
Skippers and a Speckled Wood. Further up the track we found at least two large 
oak trees with Purple Hairstreaks moving around in their topmost branches. 
 
White-letter Hairstreaks have been previously recorded here and all the elm 
trees we saw were carefully scanned by everyone who had binoculars, but sadly 
none were seen. This lack of sightings and the great interest everyone has in 
seeing this elusive species prompted some discussion at the end of the walk 
about setting up some improved monitoring systems and I will be discussing this 
with our Branch Species Champion for WLH, John Rickett (who also attended 
the walk), in due course. 
 
Many thanks to Albert Knott, Natural England Reserve Manager for co-leading 
this walk with me and explaining so much about this woodland habitat and how 
the wood is managed to conserve it. Thanks also to Natural England volunteers 
who do so much of this conservation work and also do the butterfly transects 
which provide the important records of how the local butterfly species are doing. 
 
We limited the numbers for this walk this year because it is a small public car 
park and the narrow paths between the open glades make it difficult to keep a 
large group of people together. The good weather forecast meant that in the 
week prior to the walk I was contacted by a lot of people and the walk became 
booked up very quickly. I had to disappoint quite a lot of members who wanted to 
attend and if you are one of these please do try to make your own way round 
these wonderful woodlands during the rest of the summer. There is an infor-
mation board in the car park at Drakeford Bridge SX 789 801 showing the local 
paths and more information about these woodlands can also be found at:- 
https://eastdartmoorwoods.org/ 
http://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/visiting-woods/wood/4334/bovey-valley-woods/ 

White Admiral (Steph Murphy) 

https://eastdartmoorwoods.org/
http://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/visiting-woods/wood/4334/bovey-valley-woods/
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Field event: Undercliffs walk 31st July 2016 - Paul Butter 
 
This was a joint event with Axe Va-
le & District Conservation Society 
with Martin Drake as our guide 
through the deepest reaches of the 
Undercliffs NNR between Lyme 
Regis and Seaton. Twelve of us 
made the steep and winding de-
scent through some extraordinary 
habitats from mature Ash/
Sycamore wood, Oak/Beech wood, 
and Holm Oak wood before emerg-
ing at the first of three glades known 
as the Humble Glades which have 
been created by Natural England 
with volunteers from the AV&DCS. 
 
Luckily the sun came out as we entered the open area of herb rich grassland 
with large clumps of Marjoram (Origanum) very noticeable but also lots of 
Birdsfoot Trefoil, Clovers, Eyebrights, and Hawksbits (Crepis). Butterflies 
were quickly on the wing and first sightings were made of Gatekeeper, and 
Meadow Brown and a flash of a Silver-washed Fritillary as it rapidly 
passed through. This is a superb south facing xerothermic grassland and it 
was pleasing to come across first one and then many more Oncocera semiru-
bella, a very attractive pink and yellow “micro” moth which is almost entirely 
restricted to the coasts of southern counties where it feeds on Clovers (Trifolium) 
and Birdsfoot Trefoils (Lotus).There were plenty of the small micro moth 
Pyrausta aurata amongst the Marjoram which is a larval foodplant. Small 
Whites and Large Whites were flying around and a Red Admiral also set-
tled for a while along with a few Peacocks. 
 
Almost every step through the grass disturbed a Silver Y Autographa gamma 
moth which flew around at speed before attempting another hiding place. 
There were one or two Large Yellow Underwings Noctua pronuba as well but 
the odd Six-spot Burnet Zygaena filipendulae moths 
were perhaps more interesting. This glade also produced a couple of Large 
Skippers and to everyones' delight a couple of Common Blues. 
 
Moving on we reached a second glade which was a bit more rocky with quite 
a few limestone boulders prominent. There was still a lot of Marjoram but on 
the lower part of the slope large patches of Hemp Agrimony and Thistles. 
Several Small Skippers were seen here chasing each other around at high 
speed and a Ringlet was also seen amongst the taller grasses. There was 
more bare ground and shorter herb-rich grasses and we soon came across 
some second brood Dingy Skippers to add to the list. All species previously 
seen were here too. While wondering where the Marbled Whites were and 

Chalk Carpet (Paul Butter) 
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concluding that they were perhaps over one was found being consumed by 
a Crab Spider. A little later a few live ones were spotted as well. On the 
lower slope a Holly Blue was seen nectaring on a Hemp Agrimony head, 
the first I had seen of the second brood. Green-veined White and Speck-
led Wood were seen in the shadier lower area whilst on the hot slopes 
above dozens of O. semirubella and Silver Ys flitted about. On the slope I 
managed to net another “micro” moth which turned out to be the chalk lov-
ing Cochylis hybridella whose larvae feed on the seeds of various Picris 
and Crepis species of which there were several Hawksbit species around. 
Another new butterfly to be seen here was a Painted Lady which stopped 
to nectar on Hemp Agrimony and in perfect condition making us wonder if it 
was home-grown from an earlier arrival, or had just arrived from across the 
Channel. 
 
Dragging ourselves away we had a brief detour to the Humble Pond now 
tall with Reedmace, Hemp Agrimony and Nettles at head height. A few 
dragonflies were seen but too far away to make identifications. A Silver-
washed Fritillary did come close though. 
 
The third and final glade had even more large exposures of limestone with 
some massive boulders scattered around and here was a patch of Kidney 
Vetch and some small patches of Rockrose and even more bare ground. 
The pretty Small Purple-barred Phytometra viridaria moth was seen 
here, possibly 3 or 4 and were probably also in glade two, both glades hav-
ing the larval foodplant Milkwort amongst the flora. Even more excitingly 
we finally saw several Chalk Carpet Scotopteryx bipunctaria moths which 
also has Birdsfoot Trefoil amongst its larval foodplants. They were brilliant-
ly camouflaged when at rest on the bare limestone. One or two more Com-
mon Blues were seen here and a few more Dingy Skippers. 
 
On the return between glades three and two a large patch of Hemp Agri-
mony was attracting a number of Silver-washed Fritillaries and some of the 
group were also lucky enough to see a Dark-green Fritillary which set-
tled long enough for it to be identified. Despite scanning the tops of the 
Oak trees on the way back no Purple Hairstreaks were seen, perhaps 4.15 
pm was a little early for their main flight, or maybe they are not there. 
 
All in all we saw 18 species of butterfly not counting a possible Comma 
which passed by too quickly to be sure of its identity and 9 day-flying moths 
many of which are very restricted in their Devon distribution and one na-
tionally notable. 
 
Thanks to Mr. Allhusen for kind permission to park and use his private ac-
cess to the glades and to Martin Drake and Roger Critchard of AV&DCS 
for expert guiding without getting us lost and pointing out the various hid-
den potholes along the way. 
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Field event: Orley Common, Ipplepen nr. Newton Abbot 31st 
July 2016 - Amanda Hunter 

 
Orley Common is a very special and ancient place, its mix of limestone grass-
land and woodland patterned with a mosaic of sunny glades hosts a rich varie-
ty of flora. This makes it an ideal habitat for many species of butterfly. It also 
makes it a very easy place in which to get lost!  So we very fortunate in having 
an ideal guide in Pete Hurst who made sure we visited everywhere on the site 
where we might see butterflies and still found our way back to the car park!  
We were also very fortunate in the weather for this event, warm, sunny and not 
windy; ideal butterfly conditions. 
 
With the benefit of Pete’s knowledge about the plant species and their im-
portance to the insect population and the keen eyes of some of the walk partic-
ipants who helped everyone to ‘spot’ 18 species of butterfly it was an excellent 
BC outing. We saw Silver-washed Fritillary, Meadow Brown, Gatekeeper, Holly 
Blue, Marbled White, Ringlet, all 3 common Whites, Red Admiral, Speckled 
Wood, Peacock, Small and Large Skipper, Common Blue, Painted Lady, Brim-
stone and Comma. Sadly, we didn’t see any of target species, Brown Argus, 
and it may be that they had not yet emerged. It is always difficult to time these 
events exactly when we book the dates so far ahead (the branch event plan-
ning is done in November/December of the previous year!) 
 
In contrast to some of our recent events this walk was attended by a fairly 
small number of people (11), probably because of there being another BC 
event in East Devon on the same day. Personally, I thought this made for a 
better experience as everyone got to see everything and the group could keep 
together despite the narrow paths in some areas. Thanks to Pete for leading 
this event so well and, as always, good to share the company of other BC 
members on a sunny afternoon in an ideal butterfly location! 
 

Natural Seaton Festival 16th July 2016 - Pete Hurst 
I attended this with Roger & Pam Bristow and we had the branch boards 
and table under an already erected large gazebo on a 
precinct near the new Seaton Jurassic Centre. About 
a dozen or so stalls made up the event. Lots of people 
took our Big Butterfly Count (BBC) charts: the BBC 
recording period had just begun. 
 
We had the interest of some livestock: a full-grown 
Mullein moth caterpillar, and also a clear plastic box 
with Cinnabar caterpillars feeding on Ragwort.  
Nearly every visitor reported that there were few but-
terflies this year, and we had to agree that was broad-
ly truButterfly charts sold well and lots of free literature 
was taken on an enjoyable dry and sunny day. 

Cinnabar moth larvae 
(Pete Hurst) 
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Comma and Wild Hop - Pete Hurst 
 
In our garden we have a Wild Hop plant which 
grows up and straddles the fence every year. 
Last winter the neighbour’s large overhanging 
Leylandii tree was finally felled which has made 
the area much more open and exposed to sun-
light. The Hop has formed a 12 foot long bank of 
draping vegetation. We have had Comma butter-
flies using it to lay eggs on in previous years but 
this year it proved to be a magnet for Comma 
females. In mid-July a female spent most of the 
afternoon depositing tiny green eggs on the very 
edges of the Hop leaves. More females laid eggs 
in the following days, again depositing them on 
the very edges of the leaves or at the tips.  
 
 
I noticed Harlequin Ladybirds also on the Hop and hoped that their predatory 
larvae wouldn’t make too much of an impact on what was going to be a large 

Comma larvae population. 
 
Jeremy Thomas states in his book 
“The Butterflies of Britain and Ire-
land” that Hop is the favourite cat-
erpillar food plant for Comma, but 
as it is less widespread than for-
merly the butterfly manages with 
Nettle instead. Comma will also 

use Elm as a food plant. 

 
 
 
 

Roger Bristow 
manning the 
branch stall at 
Natural 
Seaton Festival 
(Pete Hurst) 

Comma on Hop (Pete Hurst) 

Comma egg on Hop (P. Hurst) 
Harlequin Ladybird 

larva (P Hurst) 
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Devon BC winter work days November 2016 – March 2017 
 
Sun. 13th November 2016: Chudleigh Knighton Heath 10.30 am – 2.30/3 pm 
The plan is to continue the rotational coppicing next to the area we did last win-
ter. This should make a very tempting habitat for Pearl-bordered Fritillary and 
other butterflies. Pearl-bordered relies on freshly cleared ground on the Heath 
where ground flora, including violets, the caterpillar foodplant, springs up and a 
warm environment is created. 
Meet 10.30 am at Dunley Cross [SX  837 775] which is midway between Chud-
leigh Knighton and Bovey Tracey on the B3344 and a crossroads for Hennock, 
Bovey Tracey, Chudleigh Knighton and Kingsteignton. It is a 5 minute walk to the 
work site from here which is at SX 837 778. There are several laybys to park in 
on the Kingsteignton side and Chudleigh Knighton side of this junction. Bring 
gardening gloves and lunch. Useful tools to bring: bowsaws, loppers, pruning 
saws, however Devon Wildlife Trust tools will be available.  
Work will be directed by a DWT officer. Event contact: Pete Hurst 01626 854 182. 
 
Sun. 20th November 2016: Lydford Old Railway reserve, W. Devon 
10.30 am – 2.30/3 pm 
The main work is to rake up strimmed vegetation on this special reserve that 
holds Devon’s only population of the nationally rare Heath Fritillary butterfly. 
Rakes and pitchforks will be available. Cutting tools for small trees may also 
be useful. Bring gardening gloves and lunch. It is a half mile level walk to the 
site. Meet at the National Trust’s Waterfall car park (SX 500 832) which lies a 
mile southwest of the main Lydford Gorge entrance. Event contact: Colin 
Sargent  01822 810 433. 
 
Sun. November 27th 2016: Teigngrace Meadow DWT reserve 10.30 am-2.30/3 pm 
The work will be to clear scrub from part of the sunny side at the base of this for-
mer clay spoil site to encourage violets and flowers for early fritillaries. Both Pearl 
and Small-pearl were seen here earlier this year. The work will also benefit early 
Skipper butterflies. Meet 10.30 am in one of the laybys on the Teigngrace Road 
at the rear entrance of Stover Country Park [SX 836 756]. Take care as some of 
these laybys are very uneven. Work will take place at SX 838 759 and we will be 
ferried there by Land Rover. Some boggy ground so wellies advised. Cutting 
tools for small trees and gorse would be useful, however Devon Wildlife Trust 
tools will be available. Bring gardening gloves and lunch. 
Directions: From Exeter on A38 after passing the second exit for Chudleigh, 
the very next exit (after 2 ½  miles) is the one for Teigngrace. Take this and 
as soon as you drive off the A38 parking is on the right after about 100 yards. 
From Plymouth on A38 pass under Drumbridges roundabout (the exit for 
A382 Bovey Tracey & Newton Abbot) and go on a further 1 ¼ miles to the 
Chudleigh Knighton & Kingsteignton exit. Here you can cross over A38 and 
then re-enter on southbound A38. The Teigngrace exit is ¾ mile from here. 
A DWT officer will be leading the work. Event contact: Pete Hurst 01626 854 182. 
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Sun. 15th January 2017: Bovey Heathfield nr. Bovey Tracey 10.30 am - 2.30/3 pm 
Bovey Heathfield is a Teignbridge Council owned nature reserve holding a small 
population of Silver-Studded Blue butterfly. The site is being managed to try to 
increase the breeding area for it which has involved mechanically scraping the 
ground to encourage pioneer heath which the species likes. The work today will be 
raking up cuttings, removing Scots Pine saplings and cutting other young trees to 
keep the habitat open and warm. Cutting tools and rakes will be useful to bring but 
tools should be available from the Teignbridge Ranger who will attend.  
Meet 10.30 am on Dragoon Close, Heathfield Industrial Estate grid ref. SX 824 
764. From the A38 take the A382 towards Bovey Tracey. About 100 metres along this 
road turn right at the traffic lights into Battle Road. After about 100 metres turn left into 
Cavalier Road. Drive along here for about 500 metres and Dragoon Close is on the left 
just before the road bends to the right. Bring gardening gloves and lunch. 
Event contact: Pete Hurst  01626 854 182. 
 
Sun. 22nd January 2017: Little Breach reserve nr. Culmstock, E. Devon 
10.30 am – 2.30/3 pm 
Little Breach is a small Devon BC reserve in the Blackdown Hills that over the 
years has become more species-rich with continued management. 24 butterfly 
species can be seen in a year with grassland butterflies predominating. 
Meet 10.30 am at the end of the lane leading to Purchas Farm (ST 108 154). 
Leave the M5 at junction 27 and take the A38 towards Wellington. After about 3 
miles, just after passing over the M5, turn right onto the B3391 signposted 
Culmstock/Hemyock. After 1.1 miles turn left signposted Woodgate/Beacon. Con-
tinue for 0.7 mile, going straight across 2 sets of crossroads and passing a “no 
through road” sign and park where you can at the end of the lane. From here it is 
about half a mile to the reserve (ST 115 155) with a steep uphill section initially. Work 
will be mainly raking up cuttings but there will also be trimming back of woody vegeta-
tion. Small saws, loppers and rakes will be useful but 3 branch hay rakes will be availa-
ble on the day. Bring gardening gloves and lunch. Event contact: John Bell 01884 
35829. 
 
Sun. 19th February 2017: Bovey Heathfield nr. Bovey Tracey 10.30 am - 2.30/3 pm 
Bovey Heathfield is a Teignbridge Council owned nature reserve holding a small 
population of Silver-Studded Blue butterfly. The site is being managed to try to 
increase the breeding area for it which has involved mechanically scraping the 
ground to encourage pioneer heath which the species likes. The work today will be 
raking up cuttings, removing Scots Pine saplings and cutting other young trees to 
keep the habitat open and warm. Cutting tools and rakes will be useful to bring but 
tools should be available from the Teignbridge Ranger who will attend.  
Meet 10.30 am on Dragoon Close, Heathfield Industrial Estate grid ref. SX 824 
764. From the A38 take the A382 towards Bovey Tracey. About 100 metres along 
this road turn right at the traffic lights into Battle Road. After about 100 metres turn 
left into Cavalier Road. Drive along here for about 500 metres and Dragoon Close 
is on the left just before the road bends to the right. Bring gardening gloves and 
lunch. Event contact: Pete Hurst  01626 854 182. 
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Sun. 26th February 2017: Little Breach reserve nr. Culmstock,  
E. Devon 10.30 am – 2.30/3 pm 
Little Breach is a small Devon BC reserve in the Blackdown Hills that over the 
years has become more species-rich with continued management. 24 butterfly 
species can be seen in a year with grassland butterflies predominating. 
Meet 10.30 am at the end of the lane leading to Purchas Farm (ST 108 154). 
Leave the M5 at junction 27 and take the A38 towards Wellington. After about 3 
miles, just after passing over the M5, turn right onto the B3391 signposted 
Culmstock/Hemyock. After 1.1 miles turn left signposted Woodgate/Beacon. 
Continue for 0.7 mile, going straight across 2 sets of crossroads and passing a 
“no through road” sign and park where you can at the end of the lane. From 
here it is about half a mile to the reserve (ST 115 155) with a steep uphill sec-
tion initially. Work will be mainly raking up cuttings but there will also be trim-
ming back of woody vegetation. Small saws, loppers and rakes will be useful 
but 3 branch hay rakes will be available on the day. Bring gardening gloves and 
lunch. Event contact: John Bell 01884 35829. 
 
Sun. 5th March 2017: Lydford Old Railway reserve, W. Devon  
10.30 am – 2.30/3 pm 
The main work is to rake up strimmed vegetation on this special reserve that 
holds Devon’s only population of the nationally rare Heath Fritillary butterfly. 
Rakes and pitchforks will be available. Cutting tools for small trees may also be 
useful. Bring gardening gloves and lunch. It is a half mile level walk to the site. Meet 
at the National Trust’s Waterfall car park (SX 500 832) which lies a mile southwest 
of the main Lydford Gorge entrance. Event contact: Colin Sargent  01822 810 433. 
 
Sat. 18th March 2017: Miltor Mator, nr. Kingskerswell/Torquay 10.00 am 
Miltor Mator Common borders Stoneycombe Quarry. It is a good locality for 
Grizzled Skipper, an increasingly rare butterfly in Devon. Meet 10.00 am 
(note earlier start time) at Dainton railway bridge [SX 853 666]. Best to 
park in nearby Dainton village and walk to meeting point as parking is very 
limited. When walking to work site there is a short, quite muddy slope so 
wellies/boots advised. Bring cutting tools for removing scrub and small trees 
also gardening gloves and lunch. Finish circa mid-afternoon. Event contact: 
Barry Henwood  01626 364 080. 

Devon BC members who have the newsletter electronically have ena-
bled more branch funds to be spent on conservation in Devon for which we 
are grateful. Others who still prefer a printed copy have donated an extra 
£6 to the branch (the cost of belonging to a BC branch) again, for which 
we give thanks. The electronic copy is full-colour and if you usually have a 
printed version but wished to switch, please contact Amanda Hunter, details 
opposite.  
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           5-spot Burnet form minoides,     
 Emsworthy, Dartmoor  (Colin Burningham) 

Male High Brown (upper butterfly) and Dark Green Fritillaries. Very similar species 
but note indented 3rd spot down on High Brown forewing and also slightly con-
cave edge of forewing compared to Dark Green (photo Dave Land, Aish Tor) 

Peach Blossom moth trapped at  
Abbeyford Woods (Paul Butter) 


