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Editorial 
2017 has been much better than last year for many species of butterfly. 
There seems to have been no great quantities of butterflies in gardens giv-
ing the feeling to the general public that it has perhaps been a poor butterfly 
year. When our migrant species (e.g. Red Admiral and Painted Lady) arrive 
in force, large numbers of just one or two species can give the impression 
that it has been a good year as a whole. Small Tortoiseshell showed a little 
better in its June emergence than it did earlier on after hibernation when I 
hardly saw any.  
 
Amanda Hunter our Membership Secretary reports membership of Devon 
BC rose from 895 in March this year to 936 in July. Surely we will break a 
thousand before too long which will be amazing. There is a lot of goodwill 
towards butterflies, moths and wildlife generally and the public want to help. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On 21st August this year Colin Burningham and 
Christine Bonner paid a visit to Dawlish Warren 
where they saw a few Brown Argus, Common 
Blue and Small Copper.  A species of dayflying 
moth (photo right, Colin Burningham) new to 
them was seen - Yellow Belle - which seems to 
be a local and mainly coastal species. They saw 
about a dozen in the same area where they saw 
Brown Argus.  
 

 
 
At a Devon BC stall at A 
La Ronde near Exmouth, 
Roger Hamling  was able 
to demonstrate he was a 
friend to butterflies by hav-
ing a Red Admiral perch 
on his hat!  
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Devon BC Members’ Day and AGM Saturday 21st October 2017 
 
To be held at the Boniface Centre in the grounds of Crediton Parish Church.  
The day’s programme:- 
 
 9.15  Doors open 
 
 9.45  Welcome from chair Barry Henwood 
 
 9.50  Devon BC AGM 
 
10.40  Coffee 
 
11.10  Wildlife Photography – Colin Sargent  
 
11.55  All the Moor Butterflies update – Jenny Plackett 
 
12.20  “Micro moths: Discoveries, Rarities & Conservation” – Bob Heckford      
            and Stella Beavan 
 
  1.00   Lunch 
 
  2.15  “The Secret World of the Undergrowth” – John Walters  
 
  3.15  “The Mid-Devon Wood White” – Paul Butter  
 
  3.30  Members’ Photo presentation organised by Amanda Hunter and  
           Jonathan Aylett 
 
  3.50  Using Devon BC’ s “In Your Area” webpages – Dave Holloway 
 
  4.00  Tea & cake 
 
  4.30  Close 
 
Lunches will be available if pre-booked with Roger Bristow and will consist of 
quiche with or without meat, warm potatoes and salad followed by apple pie 
and cream. This year we are offering them at a suggested donation of £10 
(we are charged VAT if we have a compulsory charge) and to book please 
contact Roger by Saturday 7th October or before: 
devonbristows@btinternet.com  or 01395 578 003.  
 
Crediton Parish Church is on the A377 main road which from Exeter is on the 
right not long after passing the turning for the road to Tiverton (A3072) and before 
the shops. From north Devon on A377, shortly after passing all the town centre 
shops, the entrance to Parish Church is on the left. Boniface Centre is on the right 
as you go down the Parish Church drive - keep on to rear of church for parking. 
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Our Members’ Day has a reputation for the quality of presentations we 
have, and we are confident that this year’s line-up will not disappoint. The 
day is also a great opportunity to learn more about what the branch does  
and to meet other people interested in butterflies and moths and wildlife  
generally. During the AGM business we will be recommending adoption of  
new branch rules. Old and new rules can be seen on our webpages under  
the Members tab. 
 
AGM agenda:- 
 
1. Present. 
2. Apologies. 
3. Approval of the Minutes of the meeting of 22nd October 2016. 
4. Matters arising from those minutes. 
5. New Branch Rules for adoption. 
6. Accounts and Treasurer’s report. 
7. Committee members standing down on rotation and standing for re-

election.  (Roger Bristow; Marjory Taylor; Barry Henwood). 
8. Election of officers including formal election of new committee mem-

bers co-opted on since the last AGM. (Peter Beale and Dave Hol-
loway). 

9. Re-appointment of members of the Branch ‘In Your Area’ Website 
Sub-Committee (Mary Harold, Dave Holloway, Amanda Hunter, Bill 
Potter) 

10. Election/re-election to non-committee posts:  John Bell (Little 
Breach), Lesley Kerry (Silver studded blues), Phil Parr (East Devon 
undercliffs) Jenny Evans (Transect Co-ordinator) 

11. Chairman’s report - Barry Henwood 
12. Transect and WCBS co-ordinator’s report - Jenny Evans 
13. AOB. 
 
 
Little Breach work days request 
The forthcoming work days at 
Little Breach BC Reserve near 
Culmstock in the Blackdowns 
will be on Sunday 28th January 
2018 and Sunday 18th February 
2018 (see events listing at end 
of newsletter for more details). 
Last year’s work parties had low 
attendances so if you are able to 
make it for any of these dates 
you would be most welcome. 
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Grizzled Skipper update  
Following very low numbers of records for the Grizzled Skipper butterfly in Dev-
on in the last few years, the situation now seems less dire with the news of 
more records from Braunton Burrows - 2 seen on 23rd May 2016 and 3 on May 
18th 2017 (grid ref. SS 460 353), Sue Bruce. A record of the butterfly from an-
other site in the Teign Valley in the Doddiscombsleigh area has come from the 
Devon Biodiversity Records Centre. Also in Doddiscombsleigh at Devon Wild-
life Trust’s Woodah Farm centre, Barry Henwood has discovered Grizzled lar-
vae there this year so we now have another colony confirmed. 
 
Flurry of White-letter Hairstreak sightings 
A number of people have sent in sightings this summer 
of White-letter Hairstreak, a species most often found in 
Elm (the larval foodplant) canopy. The sightings have 
been centred on Bovey Woods near Bovey Tracey and 
Central Park in Plymouth. The latter site came to light 
as a place to see the butterfly last year when Tor Elm 
sent in a photograph confirming it was there. Bovey 
Woods is a well-known locality for White-letter but it 
can be hit-and-miss in seeing it with no records for some 
years. Whilst the butterfly is local, it is almost certainly 
under-recorded and it is worth looking for it at the end of 
June and during July in taller Elms, especially Wych Elm. 
 
Second generation Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary 
at Lydford 
Last year, Colin Sargent & Pete Hurst saw a second-
brood Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary on the Old Rail-
way Reserve at Lydford on 27th August. This year, 
Jenny Evans reports seeing 8-10 Small Pearls on a 
visit to Lydford Forest in the first half of August. Sec-
ond-brood individuals are more commonly encoun-
tered on the South and North Devon coast e.g. Prawle 
and Marsland and less commonly inland. Could this be 
another indication of a warming climate? 
 
Swallowtail sighting 
Rachel Coppen sent in a sighting of a Swallowtail butterfly, seen on 9th July 
this year on the allotments at Coach Road, Newton Abbot. 
 
White Caterpillars take to Horse Radish but not Nasturtium… 
This year we grew some Nasturtiums in pots and planted a large Horse Radish 
so that we had somewhere to dispose of Large and Small White larvae re-
moved from our Broccoli plants. The Horse Radish was eaten to shreds but the 
Nasturtiums were soon abandoned by many of the larvae. The plants must 
have been of an unpalatable variety - some had variegated leaves. 

White-letter at Central  
Park, Plymouth 25th July 
2017 (Michael Brooking) 

2nd brood Small Pearl- 
bordered Fritillary seen 
24th July 2017 between 
Prawle and East Portle-
mouth (Michael Brooking) 
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Reports from events in 2017 
 
Meeth Quarry DWT reserve 4th June - Colin 
Burningham 
The morning in Exeter showed all indications of a 
drab day ahead but the weather forecast showed 
potential for a reasonable afternoon in the Meeth 
area and so we set off in hope. When we arrived 
at the car park at Meeth Quarry at 12.30 for a 
quick lunch prior to the walk, the weather had 
brightened a little and by the time that Paul and 
Kevin arrived to lead the walk, the sun was begin-
ning to show itself and the temperature was rising. Soon after 1pm, the walk 
leaders moved to the Wildlife Trust building and showed us the best of the 
moths they had caught the previous night at Meeth. There was a great selec-
tion of moths, nearly all in a fresh condition, including Double Line, Devon Car-
pet, Pebble Prominent, Scorched Carpet, Green Silver-lines, Small Phoenix, 
Clouded Border, Pinion-streaked Snout, Green Arches, Pale Tussock, Peach 
Blossom, Birch Mocha, Campion, Crambus pascuella, Small Angle Shades, 
Grey Arches, Pale-shouldered Brocade, Elephant Hawkmoth and Poplar 
Hawkmoth. If the weather had not improved, this experience, in itself, would 
have been well worth attending but the weather had even better plans. 
 
We stepped out of the building and were very soon spotting 
Wood Whites fluttering around where we walked, together 
with male Common Blues. There were many false ID’s occur-
ring due to the number of Burnet Companion moths attempt-
ing to look like Dingy Skippers. However, we soon got our 
senses together and identified a number of Dingy Skippers.  
 
The walk took us around a number of different habitats on the 
Meeth reserve and we saw a range of other Butterfly species 
including female Common Blue, Painted Lady, Speckled Wood, Green Hair-
streak, Peacock, Meadow Brown, Large Skipper and Comma. Although Paul had 
observed Wood Whites laying eggs on Bird’s-foot Trefoil the previous week, copi-
ous searching failed to find any, although Kevin did find a Dingy Skipper egg, 
which had already changed its colour from pale yellow to orange.   
 
The walk passed a number of ponds and we netted a couple of Brown China-
mark moths in the vicinity. We also found an example of the attractive micro 
moth Ptcholoma lecheana and Cinnabar moth as well as Emperor Dragonfly 
and many Common Blue Damselflies. 
 
Our grateful thanks to Paul Butter and Kevin New for leading a most informative 
walk, showing us many examples of the target species Wood White and in partic-
ular for their efforts in catching such a fine array of moths the previous night. 

Wood White (Colin Burningham) 

Dingy Skipper Egg   
(Colin Burningham) 
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Ashclyst Forest June 25th - Paul Butter 
Nine people attended the walk at Ashclyst where the target species was the 
lovely White Admiral. The weather was predominantly dull but the afternoon 
did give some short spells of sunshine which was enough to get butterflies on 
the wing, but not too flighty so photographical conditions were good. At least 
10 White Admirals were seen, all in pristine condition as if freshly emerged in 
all their glory and some excellent shots were taken by the group.  
 
Just as fresh and even more showy were the plentiful Silver-washed Fritillaries with 
at least 30 seen. They veritably shone out as they flew around the rides and fed on 
the Bramble blossom. There were plenty of Ringlets and Meadow Browns and sev-
eral fresh Large Skippers too. The remaining butterfly species seen were Comma, 
Red Admiral, Green-veined White, Speckled Wood and a Holly Blue.  
 
There were a couple of good moth sightings with a clutch 
of Scarlet Tigers that were seen in exactly the same spot 
as previous years where Hemp Agrimony was abundant. 
Most unusual was the sight of dozens of rather attractive 
caterpillars all descending from the Oak canopy on long 
silken threads. These turned out to be Four-spotted Foot-
man moth who's larvae eat aerial lichens growing on the 
oak branches. This moth started to breed in south Corn-
wall several years ago and is now spreading through the south west. 
 
Soar near Salcombe coast walk July 2nd - Amanda Hunter 
A big thank you to BC member John Rickett who offered to lead this butterfly 
walk on a wonderful bit of the South Devon coastline. This is a favourite walk 
for John and his wife and it proved to be an excellent addition to the branch 
summer calendar with a whole range of butterflies seen.   
 
The walk started at the East Soar NT car park and we soon started seeing 
Meadow Browns, Skippers, Marbled Whites, Ringlets and several Small Cop-
pers in the hedgerows. Once we were out on the Coast Path they were joined 
by some magnificent Dark Green Fritillaries weaving in and out of the meadow 
grasses and flowers growing in this beautiful spot. 
 
Soon we were right on the cliff path and all along the way to Bolt Head we saw 
Grayling amongst the gorse and the bare rock.  A mating pair was seen alt-
hough no-one got an open wing shot!  Later on, whilst we were having lunch, 
we had the opportunity to see quite a number of Silver-studded Blues – includ-
ing three mating pairs!  A few more Silver-studded (as well as Common) Blues 
were also seen as we rounded the headland towards Starehole Bay and it is 
good to know this beautiful species is doing so well here.   
 
More good sightings near Bolt Head were a couple of Small Pearl-bordered 
Fritillaries, thought to be the last of the first brood rather than second brood. 

Four-spotted Footman 
Caterpillar (Paul Butter) 
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At the end of the walk at Middle Soar there was a chance to get a cup of tea in 
the Outdoor Experience Tea Barn and this rounded off the walk very nice-
ly!  Everyone really enjoyed themselves and in total, we saw 10 butterfly spe-
cies.  Thanks once again to John Rickett, who kept everyone so well informed 
about the various species we saw and to all the BC members who attended for 
a very enjoyable day out – I’d never been to this bit of the coast before and I’m 
sure I’ll be going back next year! 
 
Heddon Valley near Lynton July 9th -   
There was a disappointing turnout of only 2 BC members for this joint event 
with the British Naturalists Association who had 7 members attend, headed up 
by Brian Sims. It was a very nice sunny day if a little blustery on the exposed 
parts of the walk which began at the National Trust car park at Hunters' Inn.  
 
Before reaching the main bracken covered slopes renowned for the High 
Brown Fritillary, we were met in the lane by a wheeling pair of Dark-green Fri-
tillaries that careened back and forth a few times within a few feet of us before 
spiralling up into the woodland. The occupant of the cottage on the lane came 
out to inform us that the High Browns had been “everywhere” a couple of 
weeks earlier so it seems the heat wave in June had caught us on the hop. 
Sure enough, of the dozens of Fritillaries we saw on the slopes, most were 
quite tatty and had lost their golden colours. They were all flying at pace and 
only nectaring on bramble blossom under the bracken below eye level and 
only very briefly, making identification almost impossible. 
 
The Silver-washed Fritillaries were in much better shape and posed very oblig-
ingly. Further along the cliff path we came across 3 or 4 Grayling which were 
so cryptically camouflaged that even when pointed out a few feet away several 
of the group had trouble seeing them at rest. Also on the coastal section were 
at least 3 Humming-bird Hawk-moths which most people had not seen yet this 
year. A couple of Purple Hairstreaks were spotted on the way back through 
some stunted oak woodland, but only fleetingly as they skipped over the cano-
py. Other species seen were Comma, Red Admiral, Painted Lady, Small Tor-
toiseshell, Meadow Brown, Ringlet, Small Skipper, Large Skipper, Small Cop-
per and Holly Blue and the micromoth Ypsolopha ustella. 
 
The walk finished back at the NT car park and for me, the ice-cream shop 
whilst some others opted for a cream tea. 
 
Andrew’s Wood moth event July 14th - Barry Henwood 
A total of 21 people attended, which was a good number. The evening was not 
particularly warm, so 2 traps were set up in the woodland and 1 in the open 
near the woodland edge. Jackie Gage led a walk around part of the reserve at 
dusk, while waiting for darkness to fall. The rare heath Lobelia were in flower 
and admired.                        (continued overleaf) 
 

Paul Butter 
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By the end of the evening a total of 86 species had been recorded, the most 
interesting being:-  

 
 

There were also some “crowd pleasers” for those new to moth trapping such as:- 

 
 
Overall it was a most enjoyable evening with plenty of moths to see.  Participants 
gradually left as the night moved on and we finally finished packing up at about 
01:00. Thank you to Jackie Gage (Devon Wildlife Trust, reserves officer) for allow-
ing us to hold the event and driving the equipment onto site. 
 
Goat Island and Under-
cliffs near Seaton July 
23rd – Paul Butter 
The weather was dull 
with a poor forecast but 
as has been the case on 
several walks this year 
there were enough bright 
spells of sunshine to 
bring butterflies out. The 
walk started along a 
sunken lane where tall 
hedgerows provided 

Alcis jubata Dotted Carpet 

Brachylomia viminalis Minor Shoulder-knot 

Catarhoe cuculata Royal Mantle 

Celypha aurofasciana a micro-moth 

Deileptenia ribeata Satin Beauty 

Epione repandaria Bordered Beauty 

Eudonia delunella a micro-moth 

Eulithis testata Chevron 

Euphyia unangulata Sharp-angled Carpet 

Hydrelia sylvata Waved Carpet 

Hydria undulata Scallop Shell 

Lampropteryx otregiata Devon Carpet 

Deilephila elpenor Elephant Hawk-moth 

Geometra papilionaria Large Emerald 

Ourapteryx sambucaria Swallow-tailed Moth 

Thyatira batis Peach Blossom 

(Paul Butter) 
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habitat for Gatekeeper, Meadow Brown, Green-veined 
White and passing Red Admirals. This opened out 
onto a grassy area along the edges of Rapeseed 
fields with little butterfly habitat. Eventually we got on-
to the cliff top path that led down through some more 
unimproved grassland and edge of woodland where 
we saw Painted Lady, Ringlet, and some Small Skippers.  
 
By lunch time we had reached Goat Island which is 
the result of a large 19th century landslide where a 
huge part of the cliff rotated and slid away from the 
"mainland" forming the "island" and a very deep 
chasm in between. This is calcareous grassland adja-
cent to mixed woodland and very sheltered. Over 
lunch we saw Marbled White, Small White, Speckled 
Woods, Peacocks, Commas and a Wall Brown. Going 
on through some wooded area we came onto another 
patch of unimproved grassland where to everyone’s 
delight we saw a Wood White. This was very encour-
aging as the area has been managed to try and tempt 
this butterfly up from the nearby undercliff colony. Common Blues were also 
seen at rest on grass stems on the way back right on the cliff edge. All in all a 
very good trip which was enthusiastically enjoyed by those present. On the 
moth front Oncocera semirubella which is a lovely rhubarb and custard coloured 
micro moth was a nice record as was a Scallop Shell and Pretty Chalk Carpet. 
 

 
Youngsters enjoyed 
a nature hunt which 
Butterfly Conservation 
volunteers organised 
at the Bluebell Sun-
day event at Oke-
hampton Castle in 
May.  This annual 
event run by English 
Heritage was this year 
celebrating 100 years 
since the Castle was 
handed over to the 
town  - to mark the 
occasion visitors had 

free entry to the Castle and a number of stalls and activities were set up to 
add to the interest and help celebrate. 

Part of the Undercliffs 
reserve (Paul Butter) 

(Mary Harold) 
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Heathfield reserve and Silver
-studded Blue update - Pete 
Hurst 
Heathfield reserve lies on the 
edge of the much larger Devon 
Wildlife Trust’s Bovey Heath close 
to Bovey Tracey. A small linear 
reserve of no more than 2 acres it 
is adjacent to the A382, separat-
ed by a narrow belt of trees and 
bordered on 2 sides by industrial 
units. Heathfield reserve is owned 
by Teignbridge District Council but 
managed jointly with Devon BC. 
 
For the last 8 years, the local Silver-studded Blue has had a presence at 
Heathfield reserve persisting in low numbers. Devon BC has been involved 
with annual winter management at the site for over 10 years. We do the raking 
up after brushcutting and also help with removal of small trees to keep the site 
as open heathland. Since 2009 we have also been helping to create scrapes 
on the ground to help increase the temperature and encourage re-growth of 
heathland plants. Silver-studded Blue needs a warm microclimate and is said 
to be attracted to re-generating heath for egglaying. 
 
On the day that John Randall re-
discovered Silver-studded at the 
reserve in 2010 following no rec-
ords of the butterfly for over 10 
years, he recorded 8 – 10 individu-
als. I doubt that anyone has beaten 
that number since on any day, and 
it has been more typical to see few-
er individuals. In the approximately 
4 – 6 weeks breeding timespan, 
probably no more than a few doz-
ens of butterflies have emerged. 
The breeding area is no more than 
20 metres by 10 metres and during 
the last 8 seasons of observations 
the colony doesn’t seem to have budged an inch. Increased effort in the winter 
2015 - 2016 when Devon BC members and other volunteers opened the site 
up more and Teignbridge Countryside officers arranged for some larger me-
chanical ground scrapes did not seem to encourage any movement of the col-
ony. Why were the butterflies so reluctant to move? 
 

Team photo at Heathfield reserve work day 
(Amanda Hunter) 

Creating a new scrape 
(David Turrell) 
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After 2015, organised field trips (which had 
been very popular) to see Silver-studded at the 
reserve were ceased as there was a concern 
that trampling around the small breeding area 
might be having a detrimental effect. Of course, 
anyone could still visit the site at any time, but it 
was less likely that large groups would impact 
the site. Also, following Barry Henwood’s men-
tion of ecological information from Mendel & 
Parsons who contributed towards the Silver-
studded Action Plan which states that the butter-
fly can lay eggs at varying heights on grass, 
bracken (and even stones) as well as small heathland plants, management was 
“tweaked” so that the core breeding area was spared winter cutting in case 
eggs were being felled inadvertently. It was decided to try this for 2 seasons 
and see if numbers improved. 
 
In 2016 the population of Silver-studded Blue appeared in the same small num-
bers. I decided to take a hard look at the site during the breeding period to see if 
I could get any clues as to why the population was so static. I noticed that Bell 
Heather, a recognised important nectar plant for the adults as well as one of the 
larval foodplants, was concentrated in the centre of the breeding area but was 
absent from much of the rest of the surrounding area. The other 2 common spe-
cies of heather, Cross-leaved and Ling were the dominant species elsewhere.  I 
wondered if by introducing Bell Heather to some of the scraped ground nearby 
we might just encourage the species to increase its breeding area. I remember 
the much-respected amateur naturalist, Maurice Edmonds, who was involved at 
the site in its early years commenting that he thought that Bell Heather was a 
key plant species for Silver-studded. So, with permission from the Teignbridge 
ranger, Sian Avon, I took some hardwood cuttings of Bell Heather at the end of 
summer and planted them in a peat-rich compost (to imitate the butterfly’s habi-
tat - I would normally only purchase peat-free compost) at home to see if I could 
succeed in propagating the plants. I also harvested Bell Heather seed in Octo-
ber to try that method of propagation. The results were very disappointing – only 
1 hardwood cutting succeeded and none of the seeds sprouted. I know that 
some plant seeds need a frosting before they will germinate so some of them 
had spent 5 days in our freezer before planting, but it made no difference.  
 
Spending time researching this subject more thoroughly on the internet, I dis-
covered that softwood cuttings taken earlier in the season was a recommended 
option planted in a mixture of peat and grit. The grit was important as the cut-
tings needed good drainage. I am having a second go using this method.  
Looking on the internet at heather seed propagation tips, I discovered a recom-
mendation of giving the seeds a short burst in a moderately hot oven to help 
spark germination – something else I will try.  

(continued overleaf) 

The Silver-studded Blue 
(Pete Underhay) 
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This year’s (2017) showing of the butterfly at Heathfield Reserve has been very 
poor, I am sorry to report with the best sighting being 2 males on 30 th May, John 
Rickett. Amanda Hunter saw 1 male Silver-studded later in June. I visited the 
reserve 3 or 4 times during the flight season and saw none at all. No-one saw 
any female butterflies this year so I do wonder if the colony may have collapsed. 
We will have to see if they show next year. Even if the colony has collapsed, the 
habitat must have been reasonably good for Silver-studded as it has survived 
there for 8 seasons. 
 
Thanks go to Sian Avon, Head Ranger at Teignbridge District Council who has 
been very accommodating at the reserve in regard to our management ideas to 
encourage Silver-studded and has arranged a mini-digger for scrapes and pro-
vided “tree poppers” to facilitate removal of young trees at the site. Thanks also 
to Amanda Hunter who has contributed ideas for the reserve and jointly helped work 
out a plan of management to try to assist with the continued presence of the Silver-
studded Blue. Also thanks to all the volunteers who have attended work parties. 
 

White-letter Hairstreak workshop 1st July 2017 
This workshop was held in Hisley Wood in the Bovey Valley near Lustleigh and 
was led by Jenny Plackett of BC and Albert Knott of Natural England. 14 people 
attended and the weather was favourable. Albert said that it was hoped to identi-
fy Wych Elm being used in the woodland. Some volunteers would be mapping 
where breeding trees were. Jenny took us through an illustrated breeding cycle 
of the species and showed images of typical larval feeding damage on Elm 
leaves. Fortunately, White-letter was seen (at least 2) on the day along with a 
good range of butterfly species.  
 

Butterfly lives the equivalent of 240 
years old!  
Amongst the butterflies flying in the grassland 
on the White-letter workshop mentioned above 
were Brimstones - but not fresh newly-hatched 
ones (which would shortly be emerging), they 
were survivors from the previous summer (July/
August 2016) so almost a year in age. They 
were faded and looked old and I couldn’t help 
being impressed by their longevity.   
 
Some fresh Green-veined Whites were also on 
the wing which got me thinking that the old 
Brimstones would have seen 3 generations of Green-veined during their lifetime. 
A brood of Green-veined would have been on the wing around the time these 
Brimstones emerged last summer but since then there will have been a spring 
brood and another summer one all at the same time that the Brimstones had 
continued their long brood including a spell hibernating. In human terms, taking 
an average lifespan of say 80 years this could equate to living to 240 years old! 

Brimstone (Peter Vernon) 
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Short - tongued butterflies use  
garden Tansy 
A few years ago we planted a patch of Tansy 
in the garden as we thought it would contrib-
ute to the wildlife interest. Tansy is a patch-
forming tall wildflower species. The late yel-
low summer flowers are a welcome addition 
to one of our wildlife garden areas. 
 
I soon realised that they were not a magnet 
for butterflies and began to wonder if any 
species would nectar on them. The flower-
heads are very flat so presumably the necta-
ries are located a short way in suiting short-tongued butterflies. Jeremy Thomas, an 
authority on butterflies, mentions short - tongued butterflies in his and Richard Lew-
ington’s book “The Butterflies of Britain and Ireland”. 
 
Last year, I was pleased to witness several butterfly species that were happy to visit 
our Tansy. These were Holly Blue, Speckled Wood and Small Copper. Most other 
butterflies seem to ignore the flower, but this year I was pleased to add another but-
terfly visitor to the list: Common Blue. 
 

 

  More photos from  field     
  events in 2017:- 

 

Small Copper on Tansy (P. Hurst) 

 
 
Birch Mocha trapped 
at Meeth 
(Colin Burningham) 

Female Large Skipper on Under-
cliffs event  (Paul Butter) 

Female Common Blue at Meeth event 
(Colin Burningham) 
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Identifying the 
fauna at a Devon 

BC led field visit to 
Lydford Old Rail-
way reserve for 

National Trust staff 
(Colin Sargent 

One of the im-
portant manage-
ment team mem-
bers we met at a 
Chudleigh 
Knighton Heath 
winter manage-
ment day 
(Wendy Bakere) 

Your contributions for the newsletter are always welcome, from 
 simple observations to more detailed articles about butterflies and  

moths in Devon (mostly!), ideally with accompanying images.  
Interesting images just on their own will also be gratefully  
received. Short snippets help the editor fill odd corners,  

so please send these in too! The more contributions  
I receive, the more interesting the newsletter, so 

 please don’t  be shy - send them in! 
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Devon BC Winter Work Days 2017 - 2018  
For our work days we recommend bringing boots/wellies, gardening gloves, wa-
terproofs, lunch and a drink. No need to book but a contact number is provided 
for any queries or to check if forecasted bad weather might cancel the event. 
Attendees can stay as long as they wish but should always inform the contact 
on the day if they leave early.   
 
Sun. 5th Nov. 2017: Chudleigh Knighton Heath -  management for Fritillaries 
10.30 am - 2.30/3 pm 
Meet at Dunley Cross near Chudleigh Knighton [SX837 775]. This is mid-way be-
tween Chudleigh Knighton and Bovey Tracey on the B3344 and a crossroads for 
Hennock, Bovey Tracey, Chudleigh Knighton and Kingsteignton. 
There are several laybys to park in around this junction on the Kingsteignton and 
Chudleigh Knighton sides. We will be clearing scrub from around the footpath near 
to where Pearl and Small Pearl-bordered had a successful breeding season in 
2017. Up to 20 Pearls were counted here on one day in 2017 and clearing more 
ground will provide continuing breeding opportunities. Useful tools will be small bow-
saws, loppers, secateurs and pruning knives, however Devon Wildlife Trust will 
have tools available. Work will be directed by a DWT officer. Contact for this event: 
Pete Hurst 01626 854 182. 
 
Sun. 26th Nov. 2017: Teigngrace Meadow DWT reserve10.30 am - 2.30/3 pm 
We will continue work to clear scrub and coppice trees at the base of the slope of 
this former clay spoil site. Meet in one of the laybys on the Teigngrace Road at the 
rear of Stover Country Park [SX 836 756]. Take care as some of these laybys are 
very uneven. Work will take place at SX 838 756 near the cycle bridge. Some boggy 
ground so wellies/boots recommended. Cutting tools for scrub and small trees 
would be useful - these will also be available from the DWT officer who will attend.  
Directions: From the Exeter direction o the A38 after passing the second exit for 
Chudleigh, the very next exit (after 2 1//2 miles) is the one for Teigngrace. Take this, 
and as soon as you drive off the A38 parking is on the right after about 100 yards. 
From Plymouth on the A38 pass under Drumbridges roundabout (the exit for A382 
Newton Abbot and Bovey Tracey) and go on a further 1 1/4  miles to the Chudleigh 
Knighton and Kingsteignton exit. Here you can cross over the A38 and then re-enter 
on southbound A38. The Teigngrace exit is 3/4 mile from here. Contact for this event: 
Pete Hurst 01626 854 182. 
 
Sun. 3rd Dec. 2017: Lydford Old Railway  BC reserve, W. Devon 10.30 am - 
2.30/3 pm 
Continuing the essential winter clearance work for the Heath Fritillary and other 
butterflies. The main work will be raking up following the strimmer but there may 
be some scrub and small tree coppicing. Rakes and pitchforks will be available 
but you are welcome to bring your own tools if you wish. It is a half-mile mostly 
level walk to access the site. Meet in the National Trust’s Waterfall car park [SX 
500 832] which lies a mile southwest of the main Lydford Gorge entrance. 
Event contact: Colin Sargent 01822 810 433. 
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Sun. 28th Jan. 2018: Little Breach BC reserve near Culmstock, E. Devon  
10.30 am - 2.30/3 pm 
Meet at the end of the lane leading to Purchas Farm [ST 108 154]. Leave the 
M5 at junction 27 and take the A38 towards Wellington. After about 3 miles, just 
passing over the M5, turn right onto the B3391 signposted Culmstock & He-
myock. After 1.1 miles turn left signed to Woodgate/Beacon. Continue for 0.7 
miles going straight across 2 sets of crossroads and passing a “no through road” 
sign, and park where you can at the end of the lane. From here it is about 1/2 

mile to the reserve [ST 115 155] with a steep uphill section initially. 
Main work will be raking after the strimmer but there may also be trimming of woody 
vegetation. Rakes, loppers and small saws will be useful tools to bring but 3 branch 
hay rakes will be available on the day. Event contact: John Bell 01884 35829. 
 
Sun. 18th Feb. 2018: Little Breach BC reserve near Culmstock, E. Devon 
10.30 am - 2.30/3 pm 
See 28th Jan. for same details and directions. 
 
Sat. 24th Feb. 2018: Miltor Mator, Kingskerswell 10.30 am - 2.30/3 pm 
Note that this is a Saturday event. Meet at Dainton railway bridge  [SX 853 666] 
between Ipplepen and Kingskerswell. Best to park in nearby Dainton village and 
walk to the meeting point as parking is very limited. There is a short muddy 
slope on the way into Miltor Mator so wellies or boots advised. Bring cutting 
tools for removing scrub and small trees, gardening gloves and lunch. 
Please note that we shall run this event even if the day is wet (wearing water-
proofs!). Event contact: Pete Hurst 01626 854 182. 
 
Sat. 3rd March 2018: Lydford Old Railway 10.30 am - 2.30/3 pm 
Note that this is a Saturday event. Same details as for Sun. 3rd December. 
 
Sat. 10th March 2018: National Conservation day of Action at  Heathfield 
Reserve near Bovey Tracey 10.30 am - 2.30/3 pm. 
Note this is a Saturday event. Meet on Dragoon Close (road sign missing) on 
Heathfield Industrial Estate. From the A38 take the A382 towards Bovey Tracey. 
After about 100 metres turn right at the traffic lights into Battle Road. After about 
another 100 metres turn left into Cavalier Road. Drive along a straight section of 
this road for about 500 metres and Dragoon Close is on the left just as the road 
starts to bend to the right. The date is designated as the National Conservation 
day of Action and we shall be raking and clearing at Teignbridge’s Heathfield 
reserve to maintain the open and warm heathland there. The work has benefited 
Silver-studded Blue here since 2010. Cutting tools and rakes will be available or 
bring your own.  Event contact: Pete Hurst  01626 854 182. 

61% of Devon BC members now have the newsletter electronically which saves the branch 
using funds on printing and postage thus allowing a greater spend on conservation. If you 
wish to switch from a paper copy to the full-colour electronic one,  please inform Amanda 
Hunter, Membership Secretary - her details are in list opposite. Thank you to members still 
taking the paper version who have sent in a donation to support this initiative 
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Committee members 

Butterfly Conservation Company Limited by guarantee 
Registered Office:   Manor Yard, East Lulworth,      

Wareham, Dorset.  BH20 5QP. Tel: 01929  400209  
  Registered in England No. 2206468.  

Registered Charity No. 254937.                          
Registered in Scotland No. SCO 39268.                         

Jonathan Aylett                                                                          01626 364016 
9, Westwood Road, Ogwell Cross, Newton Abbot                                   jsaylett@googlemail.com  

 
Peter Beale - Conservation Officer                                             01626 333106 
22 Frobisher Road, Newton Abbot TQ12 4HT                                            su5917@eclipse.co.uk 

 
Roger Bristow - County Butterfly Recorder                                01395 578003 
2, Sid Bank, Sid Lane, Sidmouth EX10 9AW                                 devonbristows@btinternet.com 

 
Paul Butter - Events Co-ordinator                                                01837 82378 
Hazelwood Farm, Sampford Courtenay, Okehampton EX20 2SH         paulnbutter@hotmail.com                 
 
Mary Harold - Publicity Officer                                                    01566 783188                            
Malthouse, Coryton, Okehampton EX20 4PG                                    mary.harold@btinternet.com 

 
Barry Henwood - Chairman & County Moth Recorder                01626 364080 
Greenacre, 6 Lakeland, Abbotskerswell TQ12 5YF                       barry.henwood@btinternet.com      

 

Dave Holloway - Website                                                       d.hllwy51@gmail.com                                                                         

 
Amanda Hunter - Membership Secretary                            amanda.bc@clara.co.uk 
391 Teignmouth Road, Torquay TQ1 4RR 

 
Pete  Hurst - Editor                                                             01626 854182 
36 Woodway Street, Chudleigh, Newton Abbot TQ13 0JU                       pete-hurst@outlook.com 
 

Ray Jones - Treasurer                                                                 01884 255386 
10 Broomhill, Tiverton EX16 5AS                                                    ray.jones5041@btinternet.com 
 

Colin Sargent - Lydford Reserve Officer                                     01822 810433 
Stags Head House, Brentor, Tavistock  PL19 ONP                               colin@colinsargent..co.uk 
 

Marjory Taylor - Branch Organiser                                        01404 881250 
Danes View, Lower Lane, Dalwood, Axminster EX13 7DW 
 
 
Non-committee posts for Devon BC:- 
 
Jenny Evans - Transect & WCBS Co-ordinator                jennifer.evans@lineone.net 
 
Lesley Kerry - Silver-studded Blue Co-ordinator                         01395 567880          
                                                                             lesley.kerry@ymail.com 
 
Phil Parr - East Devon Coast/Undercliffs        phil.parr@warwickshire-butterflies.org.uk 
Co-ordinator  
 
 
Bill Potter - In Your Area website sub-committee member 
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Montage of moths: top left Yellow Belle (Colin Burningham); top right 
Hummingbird Hawk (Peter Vernon); bottom left Drinker (Peter Vernon); 

bottom right White Plume (Pete Hurst). 


