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Clifden Nonpareil moth, also known as Blue Underwing trapped 
at Underdown near Exeter by John Gale on 6th September 
2017. A record number (at least 7) of these rare migrants was 
seen in Devon last year. The moth, which has a wingspan close 
to 10 cm, has colonised some parts of Dorset - perhaps that will 
also happen in Devon in due course. Photo DAVID LAND  
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Hello to all members from our Membership Officer, Amanda Hunter 
 
2018 may prove to be an exciting year for the Devon Branch of Butterfly Conser-
vation. At the close of 2017 we had 960 memberships and, as the branch has 
been growing year on year, we may reach a grand total of 1000 memberships 
during the year (especially if all of you help us to recruit a few more members!). 
 
Of course, we have many more than 1000 actual members already, because 
memberships are single, joint or family and these additional members are not 
counted in our statistics. However, reaching 1000 memberships will still be a sig-
nificant moment in our branch history. I will be very pleased if I can write 
‘congratulations’ to you all in the branch newsletter this time next year! 
Why do people join Butterfly Conservation? Some people just love seeing butter-
flies but many of you want to do a bit more and we have many ways you can get 
more involved. If this is you, why not come along to one of our 2018 Summer 
Events, or help on one of our Conservation Work Days and/or attend our Mem-
bers’ Day in 2018. You will meet like-minded people, make new friends and learn 
something new and interesting about butterflies, moths and other insects. You can find 
dates and up-to-date details of all these on our web site so why not give it a try! 
 
Each year we try to find new and interesting ways to inspire more members to get 
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involved and thus get more enjoyment out of their interest in butterflies & moths. 
Maybe you have some ideas or suggestions? Maybe you can help us put them into 
practice? You can contact us either by emailing (or phoning) any member of the 
Committee (see back page of this newsletter for individual contact details) or by 
emailing our main contact e-address contact@devon-butterflies.org.uk. 

A couple of years back we did an appeal for more volunteers and it was very re-
warding when so many of you got in touch with us. Initially we planned to keep a list 
of volunteers (and of their volunteer skills) but it has proved too complicated to keep 
up to date. So now we have decided simply to keep asking for volunteers each time 
we have a specific need for some help. Here is a current list of ‘useful things that 
members could do to help the branch’. If you want more details of any of them, 
we would be delighted to hear from you. 
 
1.Write a short report from one of our Events or Winter Work Days for the web 
site and for the newsletter. Have a look at the ‘Reports from Events’ page on 
our web site. Members who have not attended one of our events before like to 
read these to find out what goes on. We need about 150-180 words for the web 
site but you can also write a slightly longer report for the newsletter if you think 
there is more to say. A photo helps, but don’t worry if you don’t have one. If you 
would like to help by doing this short write-up please tell the Walk Leader and 
send it on to them afterwards. If you could also send your report to me, Amanda 
Hunter, at membership@devon-butterflies.org.uk that would be helpful. 

 
2.Sightings and photos – Member love to read our ‘Latest Sightings’ web page to 
find out what butterflies are on the wing and where to see them. But we rely on all of 
you to send in the information so we can keep things up-to-date. So, do tell us what 
you are seeing – especially if it is an early butterfly, or a butterfly in an unusual place 
or unusual numbers, or an aberration or anything else that you think other members 
will find interesting. A photo would be most welcome too – for all the information 
about sending in records and photos read our ‘Latest Sightings’ page and also our 
‘Recording Butterflies’ page. 
 
3.Additional Committee members – the branch has a very active Branch Commit-
tee, but there are still some spaces for new people to join us and there is no short-
age of things to get involved in! 

 
4.Help for the Membership Officer. I’d would be very interested to hear from any IT 
savvy members who might have expertise in email marketing software such as the 
Dotmailer software that BC provide for us to send out our monthly emails to mem-
bers. I’m quite adept at using it, but would love to hear from any members who 
might use email marketing in their work as you will be bound to know more than me! 
I’m especially keen to speak to anyone who is an expert in the issues around 
‘Spam’ emails. BC are implementing a new membership system this year and I’m 
expecting this to cause me some extra workload too - so if anyone is interested in 
helping me with this send me an email:  membership@devon-butterflies.org.uk 

mailto:contact@devon-butterflies.org.uk
mailto:membership@devon-butterflies.org.uk
mailto:membership@devon-butterflies.org.uk
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AGM and Members’ Day 2017:   
Chairman’s report -  Barry Henwood 
Committee 
During the year two new members were co-opted onto the committee. Peter 
Beale, a professional ecologist has joined and taken on the role of Conservation 
Adviser. Dave Holloway has joined and is helping with the website. 
Roger Bristow is not standing for re-election to the committee today. This is after 
about 30 years of more or less continuous service on the committee and as chair-
man for many years. He wishes to continue his role as butterfly recorder and will 
carry on volunteering in various other ways. The Branch is very grateful to Roger 
for all he has done and continues to do. 
I am standing down as Chairman, but will continue on the committee. The new 
Chairman will be Jonathan Aylett and I am grateful to him for taking  over this role. 
 
Website 
We now have changed to using the In Your Area part of Butterfly Conserva-
tion’s main website and set up a small subcommittee who are all involved in 
keeping it up to date. Dave Holloway is giving a separate presentation on this 
at the end of the day. Please always check the website just prior to attending 
any event as we can make changes to event details, including cancellation 
quickly and is the only way we can communicate any last minute changes. 
 
Membership (Amanda Hunter) 
In the past five year the branch has grown by 68% and our current total mem-
bership is about 930.  It is wonderful that so many people want to be part of 
conserving our wonderful Devon and UK-wide butterfly species and their hab-
itat and we hope that you will all continue to help grow our numbers by en-
couraging others to join. 
  
As a Committee we have worked hard to encourage members to take the branch 
newsletter by email rather than by post and three years ago we made this the 
default method of newsletter circulation for all our new members.  The newsletter 
is also readily downloadable from our web site as soon as we have started circu-
lating it.  Progress on this has been excellent and we have now reduced the 
amount of paper copies mailed out to our members to just 38%.  At a recent com-
mittee meeting we calculated that we are saving over £1,000 per year now on 
printing and posting our newsletters and each year we ensure that this money is 
used in local habitat conservation by donating it to BC’s All the Moor Butterflies 
Project which encompasses Dartmoor, Exmoor and Bodmin Moor. Anyone wish-
ing to switch to having a full-colour version of the newsletter can contact our 
Membership Officer Amanda Hunter.  A number of those members who continue 
to have the paper newsletter donate £6 per year towards the cost of printing and 
posting and many thanks to them for this donation. 
  
Currently we hold email addresses for 77% of our membership and all these 
members should receive our regular branch email which is sent out roughly in the 
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middle of each month.  It contains our latest branch news and a reminder of 
branch events plus any new events added in and any changes to dates/times 
and meeting places.  Some people don’t receive the email because they have 
either unsubscribed from all Butterfly Conservation emails or because our email 
ends up in their spam folders.  If this happens to you then have a word with our 
Branch Membership Officer Amanda Hunter today, or check the Members’ 
Page on the branch website where the text of all our recent emails can be found.  
  
Finally, apologies to any new members who have not received a welcome 
email from the branch this year – Butterfly Conservation have had some 
problems with their membership systems this year and consequently we 
didn’t get completely accurate new member updates from them.  Some pro-
gress has been made resolving this, but we very much hope that BC will be 
upgrading their membership system next year which should ensure we are 
able to have more accurate and up-to-date access to our membership data. 
 
 
Field Events (Paul Butter) 
There were eighteen field events this year. 
Field events started in May at Haldon where 
not only were Pearl-bordered Fritillaries doing 
well but a Grizzled Skipper was also seen after 
a few years without any records at that site. 
Meeth Quarry was a successful event in June 
with Wood Whites and Green Hairstreaks be-
ing the main attractions. The Lydford trip was 
good with high numbers of Heath Fritillary in 
contrast to poor levels in Kent. The participants at the Ashclyst Forest event 
were rewarded with good numbers of fresh White Admirals as well as Silver-
washed Fritillaries. In south Devon there were walks at Soar near Salcombe 
which produced Dark-green Fritillary and Silver-studded Blue, and at 
Bircham Valley near Plymouth. 
On Dartmoor the Aish Tor trip did find some High Brown Fritillaries but in 
lower numbers than usual. By the time the event at Hunters Inn in North 
Devon was held the High Browns were in poor condition but it was an unex-
pected pleasure to come across a small colony of Grayling on the coast 
path. Later in July Heddon Valley was revisited for Big Butterfly Count week 
as a workshop run by Megan Lowe. 
In the far East of the county the trip to the Jurassic coast undercliffs at Sea-
ton was extraordinary in such an unusual environment, Goat Island being 
managed as chalk grassland among massive earth slippages and cliffs. The 
first Wood White to be found there was exciting. 
There were also some moth trapping events run such as at Andrew’s Wood. 
Unfortunately a carefully organised moth trapping event with overnight 
camping and a butterfly walk at Dunsdon had to be cancelled through lack 
of bookings. If an event requires booking there is a good reason. Please do 

Grizzled Skipper 
BARRY HENWOOD 



6 

so early if you are going to attend to avoid such problems There was a trip to 
Fontmell Down organised in conjunction with Dorset Branch but this hit bad 
weather. 
 
Attendance levels varied from just two members to nearly twenty but most were suc-
cessful in seeing target species and it was nice to see a few new locations this year. 
 
Several other organisations were involved in these events including Devon Wildlife 
Trust, Axe Vale & District Conservation Society, British Naturalists Association, Dev-
on Moth Group, Devon Biodiversity Records Centre and Devonshire Association. 
 
Many thanks to all the volunteer leaders, several of whom led their first events. With-
out this enthusiastic involvement we would have a much reduced programme. 
 
 
Practical Conservation Tasks (organised by Pete Hurst) 

• Conservation work parties were held at: 

• Chudleigh Knighton Heath in conjunction with Devon Wildlife Trust 

• Teigngrace Meadow in conjunction with Devon Wildlife Trust 

• Bovey Heathfield x2 in conjunction with Teignbridge District Council 

• Little Breach x2 

• Lydford x2 

• Miltor Mator Common, Kingskerswell in conjunction with Kingskerswell 
Natural History Society and Aggregate Industries. 

These work days make a real difference to our butterflies, they demonstrate an 
active branch and are enjoyable, sociable and satisfying. 
 
So, please get involved, full details of forthcoming events are on the website. We 
shall have work days at 6 sites in Devon this coming winter i.e. Little Breach, Chud-
leigh Knighton Heath, Teigngrace Meadow, Bovey Heathfield, Miltor Mator Common 
(Kingskerswell) and Lydford. At 
Chudleigh Knighton we will be ex-
tending the breeding area near to  
strong small colonies of Pearl-
bordered and Small Pearl-bordered 
Fritillaries. At Miltor Mator Common 
we will be freeing more of the lime-
stone grassland from scrub and en-
larging the habitat for the extremely 
local Grizzled Skipper and other but-
terflies and invertebrates. At Lydford 
as well as the usual clearing up after 
strimming we may be doing addition-

Having  a work party tea break at Heathfield 
Reserve near Bovey Tracey  

 AMANDA HUNTER 
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al work to extend the core area of Heath Fritillary which presently is only breeding 
(though very successfully) in section 2. 
 
Little Breach (John Bell) 
The general picture is one of slow species decline in species numbers from 
26/27 species 20 years ago to 20/21 today. However, a walk across the Com-
mon to Little Breach in summer will reveal how Little Breach is an still an insect 
oasis in an increasing desert. On the Common, Grayling and Wall seem to have 
disappeared and Green Hairstreak and Small Heath are becoming scarce. 
In Little Breach, there were good numbers late on of Common Blues and later 
in September there was a remarkable influx of Red Admirals which were at-
tracted to the late flowering Devil's Bit Scabious. 
John Davis from Head Office has visited to discuss management issues. Work 
has involved cutting and raking off bracken and brambles. 
We are keen to find others who are willing to take an interest in managing the 
site, so if anyone is interested please get in touch with the committee. 
 
Lydford Reserve (Colin Sargent) 
While monitoring the Lydford Reserve earlier in 
the year, large numbers of Heath Fritillary lar-
vae were seen feeding on their food plant Rib-
wort Plantain. Great care was needed as they 
were on top of the embankment on the foot-
path and in very large numbers too, this was 
very encouraging and was a good sign all was 
well and there would hopefully be a good 
showing of butterflies again later in the year. 
This proved true with 133 recorded in the peak 
week. Keeping the Heath Fritillary population in 
a healthy state at Lydford does require a great 
deal of effort. Thank you to all the volunteers 
who help to keep this vital reserve going, and help protect the Heath Fritillary. 
 
Publicity Officer’s Report 2017 (Mary Harold) 
Another year where we have managed to attend a range of events around Dev-
on to promote Butterfly Conservation, encourage membership, engage in edu-
cation and attempt to increase sales! 
If you would be willing to help at our publicity events please speak to me - Mary 
Harold or contact me via email:  mary.harold@btinternet.com  We do not attend 
many events so it is not an onerous task but new help is much appreciated! 
This year we attended events at: Okehampton Castle on Bluebell Sunday; A 
La Ronde the National Trust property near Exmouth as part of ‘Plantlife’s’ Na-
tional Meadows Day and Exeter Green Fair. 
 
We try to cover some different events each year and are always pleased to learn of 
new venues - so if any members know of a suitable event please let us know! 

Heath Fritillary larva at Lydford 
BARRY HENWOOD 
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Many thanks to all the volunteers who have helped at our publicity events this 
year including Roger & Pam Bristow, Liz & Roger Hamling, Paul & Susie But-
ter, Jon Ball, and Jonathan Aylett. 
Everyone’s help, enthusiasm and expertise is much appreciated and I do believe 
that it continues to be a worthwhile part of the work of Butterfly Conservation.   
Thank you too if you have volunteered but have not yet been called to help, it is 
great to know we have your support and we will contact you when necessary. 
Amanda Hunter encouraged Big Butterfly Count Events organised by Torbay 
Greenspaces which aimed to make 2017 the biggest ever butterfly count in 
Torbay and received good publicity on Social Media and some local interest. 
 
All the Moor Butterflies Project 
Jenny Plackett will be giving a progress report later in the day. The branch has 
donated £2,500 to the project in the 2016/2017 financial year and for the 2017-
2018 year £2,000 to date. 
 
Silver-studded Blue Summary (Lesley Kerry) 
Recorded numbers of SSB are very low again this year. First date 30 May at Bovey 
Heathfield. For comparison purposes all figures are totalled from three visits only, 
with a minimum of 10 days apart to avoid counting the same individual twice, as 
the lifespan of an individual is a week or so on average. 
2017 was yet another difficult year in terms of weather during the recording season, 
with many days of cloud and drizzle with cool northerly (often strong) winds. There 
were several heavy rainstorms with 48mm falling on 30 April, 36mm on 28th June 
and 20mm on 11th July. The last two must have dis-
rupted the flight period. There was an extremely hot 
spell of 5 days during early July, but unfortunately this 
settled weather did not last.  
East Devon Pebblebed Heaths: Areas of potential 
habitat are still expanding on several sites with areas 
adjacent to existing colonies being cleared. Monitoring 
sites are changing with many of the original sites 
checked since the late 1980s now holding mature 
heather and less bare ground. Some original areas are 
now so overgrown it is impossible to walk through them. 
Existing recorders were again joined this year by a 
number of Friends of the Common making counting easier and more sociable. A 
table of the number recorded in each geographical area is shown below with compara-
tive data for the last 3 years. Please bear in mind that recording effort was not constant. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Silver-studded Blue Site 2015 2016 2017 

East Devon Pebblebed Heaths 359 497 353 

South Coast 1273 1244 733 

Bovey Heathfield 10 5 3 

Silver-studded Blue 
PETE UNDERHAY 
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Butterflies (Roger Bristow) 
Sightings 
A poor start to the year with  only 9 sightings of 4 species seen in January – mostly 
Red Admirals + one Peacock (Jan. 11th), one Green-veined White (Jan 3rd) and one 
Speckled Wood (Jan. 22nd). Eleven adults were seen in February, with additional 
species being the Brimstone (15th) and Comma (18th). There were 32 sightings in 
March with the addition of a Painted Lady (21st) and Orange Tip and Holly Blue, both 
on the 20th. This brings the total to 54 sightings in the first three months of the year 
compared to 38 sightings of 7 species in 2016. 
 
In April, 168 adults of (up from 67 in 2016) were seen. Additional species were sever-
al Small Coppers and a Small White (6th), Clouded Yellow (7th), several Walls (8th), 
Pearl-bordered Fritillary and Heath Fritillary (10th), Grizzled Skipper (16th), Wood 
White (18th), Dingy Skipper (21st), Green Hairsteak and Large White (23rd) and Small 
Pearl-bordered Fritillary (27th). Last year, by the end of April, there were 67 records in 
the database (down from 208 in 2015); this year there are 168 and it looked as 
though it was going to augur well for a good year for butterflies, but this is not reflect-
ed in the very small number of records received so far. Although I have not yet re-
ceived all the 2017 Devon data, because I am now sent data electronically through-
out the year, the following statements concerning numbers and abundance are 
thought to broadly correct, but may be modified slightly when all the data is received.  
 
The Grizzled Skipper, which is a species causing concern, was seen on seven occa-
sions at five localities (we also gathered some historical records for 2014 and 2016). 
Brown Argus sightings were up (10) and it was seen at 8 localities. 
High Brown Fritillary was present at its usual haunts of Aish Tor and Heddon Valley, 
together with a singleton at Hembury. Heath Fritillary did well at Lydford Reserve. 
Both 1st and 2nd brood Wood Whites were seen at Meeth and on the East Devon 
Cliffs. Five adults of first brood Adonis Blue were seen on the East Devon cliffs.  
Exotics include a Monarch at Morchard Bishop in July, and Swallowtails in the Clen-
non Valley on July 5th and at Newton Abbot on July 10th. The last two may of course 
have been bred and released individuals. 
 

Moths 
This moth report refers to 2016.  This is because moth recording continues right 
up until 31 December each year and most records are submitted after that. The 
table below gives a breakdown of the 70,160 records received in terms of verifi-
cation and whether they were from 2016 or previous years.  

 Pre-2016 
records 

2016  
records 

Total submitted in 
the last year 

Accepted at species level 15,068 52,412 67,480 

Accepted at supra-specific level 223 1,333 1,556 

Not accepted 251 749 1,000 

Butterflies 84 40 124 

Total 15,626 54,534 70,160 
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Some maintenance and improvement exercises were carried out on the database. 
A small sample is described here but if anyone is interested in more detailed 
reporting of Devon’s moths I recommend joining Devon Moth Group which pro-
duces an annual report and has vast expertise within its membership. 
Five species were found new to Devon and full details including their checklist 
numbers are listed below. 
 
22.004 Prays oleae (Bernard): Bernaville Nurseries, Cowley SX9096 (VC3) pu-
pa on leaf of Olea europaea 19.iv.2016, moth reared 23.iv.2016 (SD Beavan). 
 
22.0041 Prays citri (Mill.): Endsleigh Garden Centre, near Ivybridge SX621558 
(VC3) 2.xi.2016 one pupa between spun leaves of lime plant (Citrus sp.), stated 
origin Sicily, moth reared 4.xi.2016; same locality 4.xi.2016 three pupae 
amongst dead flowers of lime plant (Citrus sp.), stated origin Sicily, moths 
reared 4–12.xi.2016 (RJ Heckford). Possibly only two previous British records 
of this adventive species. 
 
42.002 Stathmopoda pedella (Linn.): Torquay SX914658 (VC3) 6.viii.2016 one 
at light, identification confirmed by BP Henwood from a photograph, Mr KS Bib-
bings (per BP Henwood). Nationally Scarce B. 
 
63.045 Maruca vitrata (Fabr.): Sainsbury’s, Plymouth SX5156 (VC3) 15.ix.2016 
larva found in packet of ‘Fine beans’, from Kenya, moth reared 6.x.2016 (RJH). 
 
73.330 Ochropleura leucogaster (Freyer) Radford’s Flame Shoulder. Axminster 
SY298984 (VC3) 27.ix.2016, one at light (Oliver Woodland); Prawle Point 
SX775354 (VC3) 28.x.2016, one at light (MJ Hammond). The previous record 
from Uplyme 5.ix.2005 which was reported in the Devonshire Association Re-
port and Transactions 138: 356 is now known to have been a misidentification. 
 
There were 11 new vice county records including Hypena obsialis Bloxworth 
Snout and Pasiphila chloerata Sloe Pug in North Devon (VC4). 
 
Spectacularly there were two Daphnis nerii Oleander Hawk-moths in the Kings-
bridge area and a Hippotion celerio Silver-striped Hawk-moth in Exeter during 
October. These immigrant species are very rarely recorded in Britain. 
 
The Cyclophora porata False Mocha was last recorded in 
Devon in 2014. C. ruficiliaria Jersey Mocha was first rec-
orded in Devon in 2011 with a single immigrant record. 
There were no more until 2015 when there were two in-
cluding one at Bere Alston. Records increased in 2016 
including a continued presence around Bere Alston. The 
trend has continued in 2017 suggesting it is well estab-
lished in the Bere Alston area and is likely to be establish-
ing itself elsewhere too.  These two species both feed on 
oak. False Mocha was thought to breed on young oaks. The 

Jersey Mocha 
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larvae of this group feed exposed on the leaves and real-
ly do not look adapted for life in the canopy. The arrival 
and establishment of a European species here may pos-
sibly be explained by global warming but the fading away 
of False Mocha is harder to explain. It is a national trend 
for this species. The chart on the right shows the chang-
ing fortunes of these two species graphically. 
 
I wish there was time to report on more of the moth rec-
ords, but I shall have to leave it at that.  A vast amount of 
information is contained within the 50 pages of the Devon 
Moth Group Annual Report.  
 
Volunteering 
The whole branch runs on volunteers. If anyone who 
does not already volunteer would like to get involved in 
any way, please contact Jonathan Aylett who will be 
pleased to take your details. 
 
Thank you 
Thank you to everyone who has helped the branch: com-
mittee members, those who have helped with work par-
ties, publicity events, field events, butterfly monitoring, 
those with specific non-committee roles and those who 
have helped with verification and processing of records.  
Also thank you to our caterers and Morrisons for provid-
ing tea, coffee and biscuits for the Members’ Day. 
 
Transect co-ordinator’s report  (Jenny Evans) 
Jenny highlighted the weather disruption to transect 
walks in 2017 especially late on in the season. Persistent 
wet weather had made some weekly transects difficult to 
keep up. 
The usual ups and downs of mainly commoner butterfly 
species were illustrated by graphs comparing recent 
years. Red Admiral stood out as the “winner” in 2017. 
Small Tortoiseshell has shown a downward trend for last 
3 years. Amongst the Browns, Ringlet nos. were up over 
the 3 years but Small Heath shows a downward trend 
from the transect data. 
 
AGM Business 
Barry and Marjory stood down from committee on rotation as required but stood for 
re-election. 
Peter Beale & David Holloway were formally elected as Conservation Officer & Web-
site Team Officer respectively. 
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The branch In Your Area Website sub-committee was re-appointed: Mary Har-
old, David Holloway, Amanda Hunter and Bill potter. 
Non-committee posts were elected/re-elected: John Bell (Little Breach Reserve), 
Roger Bristow (County Butterfly Recorder), Jenny Evans (Transects and Wider 
Countryside Butterfly Scheme), Lesley Kerry (Silver-studded Blue Co-ordinator) 
and Phil Parr (East Devon Undercliffs Co-ordinator).  
Barry relinquished his post as chairman  and Jonathan Aylett was voted in as 
new Chairman. Barry remains on committee as the County Moth Recorder. 
Paul Butter commended Roger and said that his knowledge and tireless sup-
port had been a constant source of inspiration. Roger has been County But-
terfly Recorder for more than 30 years and done stints as Newsletter Editor 
and Chairman for circa 3 years and 12 years respectively. Roger champi-
oned the Waitrose Community Matters Scheme gaining hundreds of pounds 
for branch funds. He has also been involved with countless events manning 
stalls and promoting the BC cause. 
 
Jonathan Aylett acknowledged Barry’s recent stint as Chair that he has car-
ried out with great diplomacy and authority, and said that Barry’s expertise in 
lepidoptera was a huge asset. 
 
Treasurer’s report (Ray Jones) see page 16 
 

 
A late Indian Summer weekend - Colin Burningham 

 
On Saturday 7th October, we visited Killerton House and grounds near Exe-
ter and were treated with the sight of a Red Admiral, a Peacock, a Comma 
and also a Humming-bird Hawkmoth, all in pristine condition and enjoying 
the warm rays of the sun. We thought that this had been a very pleasant 

sight to see and a possible sign of the end of the butterfly season. However, 
two days later on Monday 9th October, we visited Dawlish Warren for a spot 
of bird-watching. We were pleasantly surprised by a further show of late but-
terflies. This time, we saw over a dozen Meadow Browns, 6 Small Coppers, 
3 Common Blues, 2 Speckled Wood and 1 Red Admiral as well as a number 

of Common Darter and Southern Hawker Dragonflies.  
 

On reference to Jeremy Thomas’s book, it has been observed in previous 
years that a third emergence of Small Copper, Common Blue and Speckled 
Wood can occur, especially following a warm summer. Whether we can con-

sider that our recent summer was warm is a debatable point, but it was a 
great joy to see these late butterflies. The number of Meadow Browns sur-
prised us, but again, Jeremy Thomas mentions that the Meadow Brown has a 
prolonged emergence and although most of these butterflies have disappeared 

by the end of August, it is not unusual to see fresh females in mid October. 
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Members’ Day Talks 
Wildlife Photography – Colin Sargent 
Colin explained that he used a wide range of equipment for 
tracking down and photographing wildlife. He attracts foxes 
for his photographs with bacon and sausages and finds pea-
nut butter useful for drawing in badgers and he showed us 
good close ups of both species. Colin’s talk included queen 
wasps and hornets and he illustrated how quickly a new 
garden pond can be colonised by wildlife showing us a 
Great Diving Beetle and Emperor Dragonfly as examples. 
Some of his photographs are widely circulated and he 
showed us one of the more famous – a Blue Tit taking cream from a pecked open 
bottle of milk that was used around the world. Other subjects included leaping Salm-
on, Wood Mouse, Field Vole, Frog, Toad and Grey Squirrel. A selection of butterflies 
was shown including a pair of Large Blues taken at Green Down in Somerset. He 
had recently travelled to Norfolk and captured images of English Swallowtail. His 
other subjects include ponies, cats and dogs and he tries to present some of these 
in novel ways to capture people’s interest. 
 
All The Moor Butterflies (ATMB) Project update – Jenny Plackett 
Jenny gave us an illustrated update on the project. See page 15 for an article on 
the Project from Simon Phelps. 
 
Micro moths – Discoveries, Rarities & Conservation - Bob 
Heckford & Stella Beavan 
Bob has 4 micro moths named after him. One of these is Ec-
toedemia heckfordi, a moth new to science that he discovered 
in Hembury Woods near Buckfast in 2004. There are now just 
5 known sites for it around Dartmoor and 1 site in Austria. It is 
a leaf-mining species with a wingspan of 8mm. Bob also re-
discovered a rare micro which is associated with Cotoneaster 
on the Torbay coast in the 1990’s. Unfortunately and ironically, 
conservation work on the coast has had the plant largely re-
moved and Bob thinks the species is probably gone. Another 
national rarity, Choreutis diana which is a Birch feeder was 
found in a small area in a Scottish wood that Bob later discovered had been cleared 
and the colony probably lost. Tom Prescott from BC is liaising with the Forestry 
Commission to create suitable havens for the species. 
Bob and Stella have made numerous excursions to Scotland and have been able to 
discover sites that hold Plutella haasi, which prior to their findings had only been rec-
orded from one site in the 1950’s. 
Coleophora linosyridella, which had only been known from the Thames Basin feed-
ing on Sea Aster was discovered by Bob and Stella feeding on Goldilocks Aster at 
Torbay – the plant is very local there. 
We ended with 2 very attractive local species: Olethreutes arcuella and Oecophora 
bractella. The talk was a good insight into the world of very small incredibly rare 
moths, all clearly illustrated with sharp photographs in spite of their  tininess . 

Choreutis diana 
BOB HECKFORD 

COLIN SARGENT 
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The Secret World of the Undergrowth – John Walters 
John showed us lovely images of many creatures including Oil Beetles, butter-
flies, moths, flies, bees, wasps, hornets, hoverflies and spiders. John presented 
us with a Green Hairstreak pupa with attendant ants – they take pupae into their 
nests which offers protection for them. Ivy Bees were shown from the Brans-
combe area along with Rufous Grasshopper. John did a ground-breaking study 
of the Potter Wasp at Bovey Heath in which he observed its life history in much 
detail. A Brimstone butterfly was shown emerging from its pupa. A dead caterpil-
lar was shown with the fungus which infected and killed it growing out of its 
corpse. Narrow-headed ants which are only found at Chudleigh Knighton Heath 
were featured. Some of the Hawk moths were illustrated – John said that a good 
place to look for Hummingbird Hawk larvae is on warm stone walls where bed-
straw, its foodplant, grows. 
 
The Mid-Devon Wood White – Paul Butter 
A short presentation from Paul centring on capture-mark-
release work done in 2016 around Meeth Quarry DWT 
reserve near Hatherleigh. Wood White appears in strong 
numbers in this locality in good years. The butterfly is well 
known to be a weakly-flying insect and Paul was interest-
ed to know how far individuals could get. The experiment 
showed that a few Wood Whites flew more than 2km 
which is good news as the species is present in Merton 
Quarry which is within this distance. It is also possible that 
Wood Whites from Meeth can reach the nearby Tarka Trail 
as a corridor for further breeding elsewhere. Recapture rates 
of marked individuals were as high as 35%.  
 
Members’ photo presentation organ-
ised and presented by Amanda Hunter 
and Jonathan Aylett.  A popular item last 
year; we were once again entertained by 
a varied selection of images taken in 
Devon during 2017. Amanda stressed 
that the emphasis was not on high stand-
ard images but more on those that were 
a little unusual and thus more entertain-
ing for the audience. Various categories 
were presented by Amanda such as “Red Admirals Everywhere” (Red Admiral 
having had a good year in Devon in 2017), “Unexpected Insects in Photos” and a 
“Moths” category to balance things up! A Red Admiral was shown on a Snow-
drop, also a Holly Blue on a bird dropping. A White Admiral hovered a few cm. 
above the ground with legs dangling below it and there was a beautiful close-up 
of a wild White-letter Hairstreak. Mating Hummingbird Hawk moths and a pin-
sharp photo of a stunning Peacock were other notable images. A few IT prob-
lems during this presentation were regrettable but I for one very much enjoyed 
seeing what members had been recording on camera.  
 

Wood White with 
marked wingtip 
PAUL BUTTER 

Small Tortoiseshells  ANDY BROWN 
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Using Devon BC In Your Area webpages – Dave Holloway 
Dave took us through the current features of Devon BC’s webpages. We have a 
branch Webteam of Amanda Hunter who focuses on importing the newsletter, 
Bill Potter events, Dave Holloway sightings and photos and Mary Harold publicity. 
We had a reminder of details needed for reporting sightings and how we can send 
them in. Photos can be submitted separately. Dave welcomed feedback/ideas for 
the website via contact@devon-butterflies.org.uk  
 
 
 

All the Moor Butterflies; how the first year went - Simon Phelps ATMB officer 
 
The first year of the ‘All the Moor Butterflies’ 
project has flown by in a whizz of butterfly 
surveys, events and practical habitat man-
agement. The project has exceeded its tar-
gets, reaching over 1000 people and deliv-
ering over 60 events across the three moor-
land areas: Exmoor, Dartmoor and Bodmin 
Moor. It has been wonderful to see the sup-
port for these threatened species from part-
ners, landowners and the public, all helping 
us to deliver work to conserve and cele-
brate these special butterflies.  
 
The project focused on surveying and moni-
toring six target species during the spring 
and summer months of 2017, these were: 
Marsh Fritillary, High Brown Fritillary, Pearl-
bordered Fritillary, Heath Fritillary, Small 
Pearl-bordered Fritillary and Narrow-bordered Bee Hawkmoth. From April to Sep-
tember last year, 148 sites were surveyed across the three moorland areas. 3398 
individual butterflies were recorded by 31 volunteer surveyors, as well as project 
staff and partner organisations. Overall the species had a mixed response in 2017, 
some did well, whereas others struggled.  
 
Marsh Fritillary was recorded on 36 sites on Dartmoor, with many doing worse than 
in 2016. Two metapopulation networks (Tavy Valley & Tor Valley) saw low num-
bers, whilst in the other two networks (Long Lane & Postbridge West Webburn) 
numbers were strong at core sites but low at more peripheral sites. Results for Bod-
min Moor were more encouraging, with the species being found on 18 sites. Six 
new colonies were discovered and good numbers were recorded on known sites. 
Sadly none were recorded on Exmoor and it is now feared extinct here.  
Across Exmoor and Dartmoor the High Brown Fritillary had a mixed season. On 
Exmoor in the Heddon Valley, the High Brown Fritillary was recorded on 7 sites. 
It remained stable on one, increased on two and decreased on two. Habitat 

   continued page 17 

Marsh Fritillaries SIMON PHELPS 
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Treasurer’s annual summary for 2016/17  Ray Jones 

 
Balance as at 1st April                                                            1438.34 
 
Income - year to 31st March 2017 
Subscriptions                                                                          4644.00 
Grants - Little Breach Reserve                                                282.54  
Donations                                                                                1055.90 
Donations - Corporate                                                              294.00 
Sales income (gross)                                                                426.50 
AGM receipts                                                                                 0.00 
Other income                                                                                 0.30 
 
TOTAL INCOME                                                                       6703.24 
 
 
Expenditure - year to 31st March 2017 
Donations to Two Moors/ATMB Project                                2500.00 
Donations to National Moth Recording Scheme                        0.00 
Insurance                                                                                      47.68 
Reserve maintenance - Lydford                                               650.00 
Reserve maintenance - Little Breach                                           0.00 
Reserve maintenance - Haldon                                                    0.00 
Newsletter expenses                                                               1591.65 
AGM expenses                                                                           442.00 
Meeting room hire                                                                      160.00 
Purchase of gazebo                                                                     89.99 
Office expenses                                                                           15.34 
MapMate licence                                                                            6.30 
Bank charges                                                                                 0.00 
Stock purchases                                                                        565.50 
First Aid course                                                                             0.00 
Fees for events                                                                            93.00 
VAT via HQ                                                                                   50.67 
 
TOTAL EXPENDITURE                                                            6212.13 
 
Summary 
Excess income over expenditure                                             491.11 
 
Balance as at 31st March                                                        1929.45 
 



17 

conditions vary across sites, meaning that the species is doing well in some sec-
tions of the valley and struggling a little in others. The High Brown Fritillary ap-
peared to fare worse on Dartmoor; however this could be due to surveying diffi-
culties. This species is one of the hardest to identify in flight, which makes accu-
rate identifications difficult and impacts on the data. Low numbers were recorded 
on most Dartmoor sites (5 sites in total), although at some of the core sites the 
species increased or remained stable.  
 
The Pearl-bordered Fritillary had a good 
year on Dartmoor and was recorded on 40 
sites. Numbers were higher than in 2016 
across many sites and the species seems 
to be remaining relatively stable on Dart-
moor. Particular highlights were 119 being 
seen in Haldon Forest, 73 seen at Hem-
bury and 40 at Aish Tor. Bodmin Moor 
fared well too, with the Pearl-bordered Fritil-
lary being recorded on 6 of the 7 sites sur-
veyed. Numbers appeared to be stable and 
a high count of 44 at Fellover was particu-
larly encouraging.  
 
In 2017 14 Heath Fritillary sites were surveyed and there were a total of 11 occu-
pied and 3 unoccupied. Within these 11 occupied sites there were 12 colonies. 
The estimated peak population sizes for the 12 recorded colonies consisted of 7 
large, 1 medium and 2 small. At 2 sites only individuals were recorded, and pop-
ulation size could not be calculated. In terms of a 5 year trend (since 2012) of the 
14 sites surveyed there are 5 sites where the colony size remains stable, whilst 7 
sites are declining, and two are possibly extinct. Core sites on the Holnicote Es-
tate and Grabbist ridge recorded good counts, however some of the peripheral sites 
struggled. Hawkcombe Woods and Haddon Hill both did well, rising from last year.   
 
Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary was recorded on a number of sites across all three 
moorland areas, however at the time of writing the data has not been analysed.  
 
The Narrow-bordered Bee Hawkmoth was recorded on a handful of known sites 
on Dartmoor, with good numbers being seen at its core site. On Bodmin Moor 
the species has not been seen since 2008 and searches were made by staff and 
volunteers. Unfortunately none were seen, but further surveys are planned for 
2018 to try to find this elusive species.  
There have been many highlights from the year, which has been a real success. 
New volunteers have joined us to help monitor key sites for the species. Volun-
teers on Bodmin Moor have discovered new colonies of Marsh Fritillary, which 
is really exciting. Work has begun to engage with new audiences, working with 
the Moor to Enjoy project on Exmoor. We have also delivered events for young 
people and families, such as at Dartmoor National Park Authority events and with 

Pearl-bordered Fritillary SIMON PHELPS 
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groups like the Young Darwin 
Scholars. We have also delivered 
a large number of volunteer work 
parties, carrying out vital habitat 
management work to benefit the 
target butterfly species.  
Work is now beginning on plan-
ning our events for the second 
year. We hope to continue to 
reach out to new audiences and 
offer opportunities for people to 
volunteer and join in with the work 
of the project. One piece of news 
we are excited to tell you about is that we will be running an exhibition at the Dul-
verton Heritage Centre on Exmoor in 2018 (more details to follow!). If you would 
like to find out more about the project visit the BC website, or if you’d like to find out more 
please contact Megan on mlowe@butterfly-conservation.org   tel. 07827 460767. 
 
Plant a Pink Astilbe in the New Year – 
David Gregory 
 
For the last two years now I have noticed 
something quite exciting in my local area of 
Derriford in Plymouth, being that there ap-
pears to be a small migratory spread of  
Silver-washed Fritillaries from their normal 
local habitat of the Plymbridge and 
Bircham valley natural woodland and 
meadow areas to the built up suburban 
gardens in Derriford about 1 mile away.  
 
In 2016 on two occasions in July I saw a 
Silver-washed in my own garden nectaring on my Buddleia bushes. I thought this 
was probably just a solitary individual that had ventured over from its Bircham 
valley natural site. But lo and behold again in July 2017 I was astonished to see 
two beautiful male individuals in my Mother’s garden, by a busy road, only a few 
hundred yards from my own garden where I saw one last year. 
 
What was most interesting was that these two males were nectaring on my 
mother’s large Pink Astilbe plant constantly, flitting from one flower spike to an-
other for well over an hour around mid-day. They returned every day at about the 
same time over the period of 5 days, just besotted with the Pink Astilbe. 
 
They did occasionally venture onto her purple Buddleia bush for a few minutes, 
but just kept returning to the Pink Astilbe. It was like a magnet to them both. 
 
I am now very excited to see if any return to our suburban gardens in the sum-

Marsh Fritillary and Narrow-bordered Bee Hawk moth 
workshop at Vogwell, Dartmoor SIMON PHELPS 

My Mother’s suburban garden with 
Pink Astilbe  DAVID GREGORY 
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mer of 2018 as a new resident species, or do they 
just venture further away from their natural habitats 
once or twice in a blue moon? 
 
I would love to have your comments on the subject of 
the spread to suburbia of the Silver-washed Fritillary 
in your own location. 
I can say for sure that you should plant a Pink Astilbe 
in your own garden this spring to see what species it 
might attract, and once again I would love to hear of 
the species that its flower spikes attract for you. Da-
vid Gregory: email davegregory2000@yahoo.com 
 
 
A Healthy environment for bats swallows and moths – John Butter 
I recently read a book called moth Snowstorm by Michael McCarthy which recalled 
those times when driving in the countryside at night resulted in car windscreens 
being plastered with the bodies of moths and flies. This no longer happens and the 
general tenor of the book made depressing reading. However here in North Devon 
just 4 miles from Barnstaple we are fortunate to have physical landscape features 
which have led to a healthy population of moths, bats and swallows. The key that 
has led to this situation is an old barn with 1777 scratched on a brick. Years ago I 
sawed through the top of the barn door to make an opening approx. 8 by 8 inches. 
This is used by up to 60 lesser horseshoe bats and swallows which this year raised 
20 young. To provide enough insect food in the form of moths, flies and beetles 
indicates a very healthy environment. My home is a log cabin with adjacent organic 
orchard and vegetable garden. The surrounding fields are grazed by sheep and 
cattle with, as far as I am aware, little or no use of persistent chemical sprays. 
Along the bottom of our land runs a stream through 9 acres of ancient woodland. 
To encourage biodiversity and particularly silver-washed fritillary, a main ride was 
created. A charity, the Brookwood Conservation Trust, has been formed to protect 
the wood’s future. 
Some years ago a bat group recorded 11 species of bat, which from a total of 19 
nationally recorded species, was pretty amazing. My son Paul has recorded 300 
species of moth. A female silver washed fritillary was recently seen laying eggs on 
a favoured oak tree. It would seem that in spite of heavy predation by bats and 
swallows a sustainable insect population can be maintained within a healthy gen-
eral environment. One plant that stands out in the creation of an insect friendly en-
vironment is wild angelica whose flowering heads have been covered in hoverflies 
and other insect species.      

 Editor’s note: I have just learned that John died on January 11th this year. His funeral 
service will be on Friday 9th February at Barnstaple Crematorium, 11.40 am. 

It is intended to have an obituary for John in the next newsletter. 

Male Silver-washed on Pink 
Astilbe  DAVID GREGORY 

mailto:davegregory2000@yahoo.com
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