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The Newsletter of Butterfly 
Conservation Devon Branch 
published three times a year. 
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and October in each year. 
 
Send articles and images to the Editor 
(contact details back of newsletter).                                                  
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necessary, for the sake of accu-

racy, presentation and space available. Of-
ferings may occasionally be held over for a 
later newsletter if space is short. 
 
The views expressed by contributors are not 
necessarily those of the Editor or of Butterfly 
Conservation either locally or nationally. 
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Editor’s notes 
As I write at the end of May, the butterfly season seems to have quickly caught 
up with more typical emergence dates. Following quite mild weather in Novem-
ber, December and January when Red Admirals continued to be reported and 
Brimstone and Peacock appeared in the latter month, a cold February and 
snowy March set emerging butterflies back initially around 3 weeks. By the end 
of March only 6 species had been reported in Devon when usually around a 
dozen would be more typical. 
 
A plethora of Brimstones - Hugh Gould reports that Karen Stevenson encoun-
tered 20-30 Brimstones all in one area in Rudge Meadow near Lustleigh on 
25th March this year. Amazingly, this date was just one week on from the heavy 
snowfall and was the first spring-like day, sunny and reaching 12C. The butter-
flies had obviously all emerged from hibernation at the same moment. 
A similar occurrence happened to Pat and Mike Godfrey during the last week in 
February of last year. Whilst walking their dog at Stover Country Park they were 
astonished to come across “at least 20 Brimstones” all in one sunny area. 
 
Red Admiral larvae survive cold winter - It is assumed 
that Red Admirals up until recent decades did not survive 
our often colder winters, so I was surprised to discover 
small larvae of the species on nettle (see photo, right) in 
little feeding tents on 4th April in a sheltered lane in the 
Teign Valley. A lot of Red Admirals were still on the wing 
during November and even December and I would think 
eggs must have been laid on nettles then. These larvae 
must have survived many hard frosts and a deep covering 
of freezing snow during February and March. 
 
Mike Brooking enjoyed an early Spring day on 
20th March at Frogmore Creek where he saw 
Small Tortoiseshell, Peacock and a Comma 
(photo right). 
 
1,000 Devon BC members - Amanda Hunter 
our Membership Secretary reports this milestone 
for the branch. 
 
Devon Special Species launch  
Presentations from the Devon Special Species 
launch event can now be viewed via the Local Nature Partnership website: 
https://www.naturaldevon.org.uk/devonspecialspecieslaunch/ 
Click on "video recordings of the presentations" and use the arrows to move 
forward and  back to select the presentation you want to watch. Amongst others 
is a presentation on Devon's special moths by Barry Henwood and one on 
Devon's special butterflies by Jenny Plackett. 

Red Admiral larva 
PETE HURST 

MIKE BROOKING 

https://www.naturaldevon.org.uk/devonspecialspecieslaunch/
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New Branch Membership Officer needed from October 2018 
 
Our current Membership Officer, Amanda Hunter, is standing down at the 
AGM in Oct 2018 and so we are looking for someone to replace her.   Here 
below is BC’s Summary of what a Branch Membership Officer does and if you 
are interested in taking on this role a more detailed Job Description can be 
obtained from either the branch (contact@devon-butterflies.org.uk) or from 
Head Office (info@butterfly-conservation.org):- 
 

The purpose of the Membership Secretary role is to help ensure good 
care of BC members and provide opportunities for BC members to get 
more involved in Branch activities.  
The role involves working in liaison with the Membership Team at BC 
Head Office who will provide all necessary information and support to 
enable you to welcome new Branch members and keep all Branch 
members informed of Branch events and activities that they can take 
part in.  Specific tasks will vary from Branch to Branch, but could in-
clude phone calls and information packs to welcome new members, 
and sending out Branch newsletters and other mailings (eg about 
events etc) to all Branch members, although if preferred some or all of 
these tasks can also be arranged through Head Office.  The Member-
ship Team at Head Office can also take care of the secure storage of 
personal data on Branch members and supporters, to ensure compli-
ance with BC policies on data protection.    

 
In our branch the Membership Officer is also a member of the Branch Commit-
tee and, currently, we try to email our members every month to tell them about 
the up and coming events and any other branch news using an online direct 
emailing system supplied by BC.  We also try to cut down on the number of 
paper newsletters we send out and replace these by sending out an emailed 
link to the branch newsletter on our web site – and this job involves keeping 
lists of email addresses of our members.   
 
If you would like to contact Amanda about anything to do with this role please 
email her on membership@devon-butterflies.org.uk. 
 

Branch Minutes Secretary required  
We are also looking for a new Committee member who would be prepared to 
write up the Minutes of the meetings and who could also do some other bits of 
branch administration.  Currently we share around the task of minuting our 
meetings but, as many of our current committee members also undertake a lot 
of other tasks for the branch, it would be helpful if we had another person on 
the committee who could share in some of the administration work involved.  If 
you are interested in this role please contact us on contact@devon-
butterflies.org.uk. 
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Members’ butterfly and moth photos for 2018 Members’ Day   
 
If you were at Members Day last year (or in 2016) you will have seen the 
presentation that was put together based on a selection of photos sent in by 
our members.  Although we had some IT problems last year (for which we 
apologise) it was still really interesting & inspiring to see your photos on the 
big screen.  There are two ways you can help with this please. 

 
1) Send in your photos – Each year we ask you all to send in photos 

that represent your butterfly & moth year (the resulting presentation 
ends up being a wonderful parade of our Devon based species).  It ’s 
a great chance for members to feel involved in the Members Day 
and it’s a very inclusive mix of photography skills – this year we had 
excellent photos of a Peacock from a new member which had been 
taken on a mobile phone and, apart from a few photos taken on 
DSLR cameras, most of our contributors were using the sort of com-
pact or bridge cameras that you see on any butterfly outing.  The 
only criteria for sending in photos is that they must be digital and 
they should have been taken in Devon in the current year.  Send 
your photos to photos@devon-butterflies.org.uk and note that they 
are for Members’ Day please. 

2) New presenter required.  Amanda Hunter, our Membership Officer, 
collated this presentation in 2017 but she is standing down from this 
job and we are looking for a new volunteer to collate the photos and 
put together the presentation.  You will need to have access to Pow-
erPoint (or similar software) and be able to put together a presenta-
tion (which is very easy on PowerPoint).  Hopefully you would be 
keen to actually present it to members at Members ’ Day 2018 – alt-
hough if you are nervous about standing up in front of the audience 
we can arrange for someone else to do the actual presentation.  For 
more info email membership@devon-butterflies.org.uk. 

 
 

Lost butterfly returns to England  
 
The Chequered Skipper butterfly which became extinct in England in about 
1976 has been re-introduced by Butterfly Conservation to a secret site in 
Northamptonshire this May. The species has a number of Scottish sites in 
Argyllshire and Invernesshire. An attempt to re-establish the species  in the 
Midlands around 15 years ago unfortunately was unsuccessful.  
 
Large Tortoiseshell reported from Blackpool Sands near Dartmouth 18th 
May 2018. The sighting was sent in to Roger Bristow, County Recorder.  
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Munching Caterpillars – an update on Butterfly Conservation’s flag-
ship education project 

The Munching Cater-
pillars Project was 
launched in 2012 and 
ran until the end of 
2015. Covering Dorset 
and Somerset, the 
Heritage Lottery fund-
ed Project was a fan-
tastic opportunity for 
Butterfly Conservation 
to stretch its wings in 
the field of environ-
mental education. 
More than two years 
on from the project’s 
close, Senior Educa-
tion Officer Kate Mer-
ry gives an update on 

what has happened to Munching Caterpillars since, and what the future might hold. 
 
Munching Caterpillars was a fantastic project to work on – fun, varied, often 
frantically busy, demanding but very, very satisfying. The immediate months 
following the project’s close felt very quiet by comparison as I sat, desk bound, 
completing the end of project review and report for the Heritage Lottery Fund. 
I felt proud of the finished report and it was good to reflect on all that the project 
had achieved; 233 primary school workshops delivered, 99 community events, 
16 training work-
shops – 14,000 chil-
dren reached in to-
tal. The feedback 
from those taking 
part in the project 
gave us confidence 
that the simple, en-
gaging activities and 
workshops we de-
vised had certainly 
enabled us to meet 
our main aim of en-
thusing young peo-
ple in the fascinating 
world of butterflies, 
moths and their cat-
erpillars – and im-
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portantly, of inspiring them to take action to 
help them. 
 
Fast forward to 2018 and there are two new 
Munching Caterpillars projects underway. The 
first to get started put an urban spin on the 
original project. ‘Munching Caterpillars Goes 
to Town’ is being delivered in Bristol by Pro-
ject Officer Matt Brierley. Working on behalf of 
the Somerset and Bristol Branch, who have 
part-funded and instigated the project, Matt 
has been visiting schools in the most urban 
parts of the city where his work to connect 
children with nature has had a huge impact. 
Part of Matt’s workshops with the children 
involve planting nectar and food plants in the 
school grounds and for many of them it is their 
first experience of holding a trowel and dig-
ging the soil. Not surprising then, that their 
reactions to coming face to face with a hairy 
Garden Tiger caterpillar are of extreme excite-
ment! This project has benefitted from a fan-
tastic partnership with the University of West 
England. Student volunteers have worked 
with Matt in the classrooms and out at events, and in return for their help have 
enjoyed their time with us and gained some useful experience. 
Over in Hampshire, Project Officer Kate Barrett has begun work on Munching 
Caterpillars – Wild in Winchester. This project shifts the focus away from the 
classroom and instead aims to encourage schools from Winchester and beyond 
to visit our reserve at Magdalen Hill Down. We are thinking of it as a giant, out-
door classroom! Kate will be using this wonderful natural resource as a living 
illustration of many elements of the national curriculum. An important part of 
Kate’s work is to establish a partnership with the Winchester Science Centre, 
which sits right on the edge of the reserve. Kate will be training staff to use the 
reserve as an opportunity to cover more ecological topics with the hundreds of 
thousands of school children that visit each year. 
 
The great challenge has been funding these projects. We have had fantastic 
support from our Branches but fundraising to cover the full costs of these pro-
jects has been tough. We will continue to work hard to ensure that our Munch-
ing Caterpillars campaign marches steadily on, and we have some new projects 
in the pipeline that we hope to be able to share soon. We will keep striving to 
ensure that there is a new generation of butterfly and moth enthusiasts and that 
we continue to offer opportunities for them to become captivated by these beau-
tiful insects – just as we have. 
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Devon Butterflies in 2017  - Roger Bristow 
 
The year 2017 was generally a mixed 
year for butterflies. The number of rec-
ords received (22381) was up by 50% on 
2016. This increase was due almost en-
tirely to the large number of people taking 
part in the Big Butterfly Count. Nearly all 
the sightings were common species. This 
skews the number of sightings seen for 
individual species. In an attempt to rectify 
this, in the column marked with an * in 
Table 1, I have proportionally reduced the 
numbers of the common species only, 
and it is these numbers that I have used 
for comparative purposes. Whilst probably 
not statistically accurate, it does allow a better comparison with the sightings from 
2016. The start of 2016 was excellent with 411 butterflies of 12 species seen in the 
first 3 months (compared with 202 butterfly sightings of 9 species in 2016).  
 
The relative abundance of butterflies at any one site was, however, about the same 
as last year, except in the Butterfly Conservation numbering code E (>100) where 
there were 11 species, whereas in 2016 there were 14 species. In terms of numbers 
of butterflies observed at any one locality, the Gatekeeper was in the top spot with 
265 individuals counted on 4 July at Middle Soar (R. Macklin), followed by the Mead-
ow Brown with 263 individuals at Bolt Head on 5 July (R. Macklin, and the Silver-
studded Blue with 260 at The Warren Undercliffs on 14 June (V. Tucker).  
 
The top seven  butterflies in terms of records submitted were the Red Admiral (3314 
records), Peacock (1769), Large White (1738), Speckled Wood (1704), Gatekeeper 
(1671),Small White (1656) and Meadow Brown (1505). Last year’s No. 1 butterfly, 
the Red Admiral, retained its 1st place. 
 
Including the scarce migrants (Monarch and Swallowtail) and the Glanville Fritil-
lary (probably an unauthorised introduction), which was first seen in 2014, the 
total number of species seen in Devon in 2016 was 46. 
 
Excluding the hibernators, all but10 species (Large Skipper, Large White, Small 
White, Painted Lady, Small Tortoiseshell, Peacock, Comma, High Brown Fritillary, 
Marsh Fritillary and Meadow Brown) emerged either at the same time or earlier than 
in 2016. The last flying date for about half of the species was later than in 2016, alt-
hough for three of these species (Small Copper on 16 Nov., Small Pearl-bordered 
Fritillary on 1 Sept. and Marsh Fritillary on 19 Sept.), the last flying dates were excep-
tional. Excluding the hibernators, the flying season was shorter or about the same for  
3 species compared to 2016, and longer for 19.    (Continued on page 10) 

Red Admiral - most recorded Devon 
butterfly  PETE HURST 
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Species First sighting  Last sighting             Records 

 2017 2016 2017 2016 2017 2017* 2016 

Small S
k
ip

p
er 

7/6 16/6 30/8 2/9 146 104 282 

Large 18/5 3/4 29/8 2/9 316 226 824 

Dingy 23/4 1/5 29/8 6/8 39  24 

Grizzled 16/4 6/5 28/5 28/5 16  6 

Wood White 18/4 1/5 7/8 14/8 51  21 

Clouded Yellow 7/4 16/5 17/11 31/10 57 38 44 

Brimstone 15/2 21/2 10/11 22/12 504 337 276 

Large White 5/4 3/4 10/11 2/11 1738 1164 1632 

Small White 11/3 10/3 6/11 22/11 1656 1110 1600 

Green-v. White 26/3 19/4 10/11 9/10 898 602 612 

Orange Tip 13/3 31/3 14/7 30/8 477 320 259 

Green H
airstreak

 

23/4 13/4 19/7 15/7 81  115 

Brown 15/8 4/8 23/9 10/9 21  7 

Purple 1/7 11/7 2/9 31/8 26  22 

White-letter 1/7 19/7 25/7 2/8 10  4 

Small Copper 25/3 27/4 16/11 2/11 486 326 267 

Small Blue 27/4 6/5 31/7 3/8 27  17 

Silver-studded Blue 30/5 14/6 5/8 17/7 22  21 

Brown Argus 2/5 16/7 22/9 18/8 29  5 

Common Blue 6/4 1/5 8/10 23/9 512 343 513 

Holly Blue 25/3 11/4 10/11 28/11 581 389 227 

Adonis Blue 14/5 30/5 29/8 29/8 8  7 

White Admiral 18/6 24/6 30/7 30/7 37  21 

Red Admiral 1/1 6/1 22/12 30/12 3314 2220 1704 

Painted Lady 18/2 2/1 10/11 1/11 658 441 542 

Small Tortoiseshell 10/2 27/1 17/11 30/11 885 593 796 

Peacock 11/1 6/1 17/12 28/12 1769 1185 926 

Comma 18/2 1/2 10/10 1/11 1111 744 251 

Small P-bordered 

F
ritillary

 

27/4 3/5 1/9 15/8 169  127 

Pearl-bordered 10/4 30/4 10/07 19/6 163  162 

High Brown 11/6 9/6 14/7 18/7 329  47 

Dark Green 30/5 8/6 17/8 16/8 77  76 

Silver-Washed 7/6 25/6 17/9 15/9 245 160 373 

Heath 10/4 15/5 3/7 2/7 20  8 

Marsh 18/5 5/5 19/9 30/6 105  132 

Speckled Wood 22/1 20/3 17/10 20/11 1704 1142 994 

Wall 2/4 30/4 8/11 1/11 131 88 92 

Marbled White 14/6 17/6 7/9 22/8 252 169 230 

Grayling 14/6 23/6 28/8 10/9 53 36 47 

Gatekeeper 7/6 1/7 8/9 14/9 1671 1120 1117 

Meadow Brown 7/5 7/5 10/10 10/10 1505 1008 1150 

Ringlet 25/5 17/6 7/9 30/8 714 478 582 

Small Heath 8/5 15/5 8/10 10/9 108 72 58 

     22381  15022 

Summary data of Devon butterflies for the year 2017 compared to 2016 
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As in many of the previous years, most of 
the species which are double-brooded, 
showed no clear temporal separation of the 
broods; the Dingy Skipper and Wood White 
were the exceptions.  
The first butterflies of the year were Red Ad-
mirals, from 1st. Jan and then almost daily up 
to 3 Mar. Some 29 butterflies, mostly Painted 
Ladies and Red Admirals, but with a couple 
of Peacocks (6th), and a Small Tortoiseshell 
(27th), were seen in January. 
 
There were 43 butterfly sightings, dominated 
by Red Admirals, Peacocks, Small Tortoise-
shells and Brimstones, in February. Addition-
ally Comma was seen on the 18th and 24th. 
 
In March, 338 adults were seen. Small Tor-
toiseshells, Peacocks, Red Admirals and 
Brimstones were the commonest of the hiber-
nators. Additionally, Painted Lady (21) was 
first seen on the 2nd (L. Whittaker), Orange Tip (6) first seen on the 13 (V. Tucker), 
Holly Blue (8) seen on the 25th (V. Tucker), Small Copper seen on the 25th (V. Tuck-
er), Speckled Wood (14) seen on the 11th (P. Goodwin), Green-veined White seen on 
the 26th (S. Ayres) and Small Whites (7), with the first on the 11th (P. Goodwin). 
 
The commonest species seen in April, as in 2015, were the Orange Tip (269 sight-
ings), Peacock (242 sightings) and Speckled Wood (207 sightings). The first Large 
White was seen on the 5th at South Molton (T. Quinn). The first Wall was seen on the 
2nd at Portlemouth (M. Brooking). The first Pearl-bordered Fritillary appeared on the 
10th at Lydford (R. Bogue). A Grizzled Skipper was seen at Stoneycombe on the 16th 
(P. Johnson) and a Dingy Skipper on the 23rd at Chudleigh (P. Hurst). 
 
At the other end of the season, 17 species were seen in October (last flying 
dates are in parentheses): Small Tortoiseshell, Holly Blue (5th), Common Blue 
(8th), Brimstone (25th), Peacock, Small Copper, Wall, Speckled Wood, Meadow 
Brown (10th), Small Heath (9th), Clouded Yellow, Large White, Small White, 
Green-veined White, Comma, Red Admiral and Painted Lady. 
 
Nine of the above species: Small Copper (16th), Large White (10th), Small White (6th), 
Wall (8th), Comma (2nd), Peacock, Red Admiral (dominant – 26 sightings), Small Tor-
toiseshell (17th) and Speckled Wood (17th) continued flying into November. 
 
Two species were seen in December: 8 Red Admirals (22nd) and 1 Peacock 
(17th) at Okehampton (M. Hearn). The last butterfly of the year was a Red Admi-

Dingy Skippers - a double-brooded  
species in Devon PETER VERNON 
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ral at Teignmouth on the 22nd (M. Hearn). 
 
The Red Admiral and Peacock flew in every month of the year; the Small Tor-
toiseshell, Painted Lady, Brimstone and Specked Wood flew in 10 months of the 
year, and the Comma flew in 9 months of the year.  
 
The Dingy Skipper first brood (24 sightings, as in 2016) flew from 23 April at 
Chudleigh (P. Hurst) until 23 June at Bystock (S. Dicks). There were only 2 sec-
ond brood sightings: on the 28 (B. Heasman) and 29 July (P. Butter) on the East 
Devon Undercliffs. Grizzled Skipper sightings (16) were significantly up on 2016 
with confirmation that it still exists at Braunton Burrows, Lydford and Haldon. It 
flew from 16 April at Stoneycombe (P. Johnson) until 28 May at Lydford (K. Sales). 
 
Large and Small White numbers (adjusted) were down by a third. Green-veined 
White sightings (adjusted) were about the same. Wood White sightings more than 
doubled. There was no clear separation into first and second broods. The stronghold 
of the Wood White is the DWT Reserve at Meeth (where the first brood flew from 7 
May (P. Butter) to 19 June (P. Butter); and the second brood from 7 July (E. Wil-
kinson) to 1 Aug. (D. Turrell). On the east Devon undercliffs the first brood was rec-
orded: from the 18 April (R. Laughton), to 15 June (D. Heliar) and a very small sec-
ond brood from 10 July (P.Butter) until 7 Aug. (S. Rogers). The Wood White was also 
seen at Quoditch on 6 June (H. Marshall) and Cookworthy on 26 May (P. Butter) on 3 
June. Orange Tips flew from 13 March to 14 July. 
 
Sightings of the Brown Argus were up to 29 (5 in 2016), with 7 sightings of the first 
brood (up to 21 May) and 22 of the second brood up to 22 Sept. at Dawlish (A. 
Hunter). It was seen on several occasions at Dawlish Warren. The Small Copper had 
a better year than 2016, with numbers (adjusted) up by 20%. There was no sharp 
distinction into first and second broods; but it was about the third week of June, with, 

as usual, many more sightings of the pre-
sumed second brood. There were five sight-
ings of the first brood of the Adonis Blue be-
tween 14 May and 25 May and three sight-
ings of the second brood between the 19 
and 29 Aug. at Branscombe and Torbay. 
There were good numbers of the first brood 
Small Blue at Lummaton and Berry Head 
between 27 April and 26 June, and the sec-
ond brood between 8 July and 31 July. (A. 
Hunter). Additionally, they were seen at 
Walls Hill between 30 May and 17 June (A. 
Hunter). A probable sighting at a new locality 
in East Devon (Kilmington) was made by 
Mike Tyler on 8 May. 
 

Wood White had double the sightings 
in 2017 compared with 2016   

PETE UNDERHAY 
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It was a poor year for the Common Blue with the numbers (adjusted) down by almost 
40% (following a 30% decrease in 2016), but with a longer flying season. As previ-
ously, the division between Spring and Autumn broods was possibly at the end of 
June/beginning of July, with the Spring brood much smaller than the second brood. 
After a poor year in 2013, Holly Blue numbers picked up in 2014, and increased 
again in 2015, halved in 2016, but increased by about 60% in 2017. The first brood 
(about 83 sightings) flew from 11 April at Hooe (V. Tucker), until about the end of 
June. The second brood, about the same numbers as the first, flew from late June 
until 10 Nov. at Stoke Fleming (E. Baigrie). On the East Devon Commons, generally, 
the weather was not very good, and the number of sightings of the Silver-studded 
Blue was down significantly (353, cf. 497) on 2016 (Lesley Kerry, pers. commn.), and 
with a flying season of 9 weeks. At Bolt Head and Middle Soar, numbers halved (M. 
Brooking). A few adults were seen at Bovey Heathfield between 30 May and 2 July. 
 
There were 21 sightings of adult Brown Hairstreaks, between 15 Aug. and 23 
Sept. There were 10 sighting of adult White-letter Hairstreak: in Plymouth Central 
Park between 14 and 25 July, with a maximum number of 5 on 17 July (V. Tuck-
er); and five sightings in Pullabook and Hisley woods. Green Hairstreak sightings 
were down again (by about 30%, following a 60% fall in 2015), but with a similar 
length flying period (12 weeks) to 2016. The number of Purple Hairstreak sight-
ings was up slightly, and the flying season was slightly longer. 
 
In the absence of other migratory species, the early appearance of the Red Admiral 
(1 Jan.) and continuing to fly right into December, indicates emergence during hiber-
nation rather than migration, and that the Red Admiral is capable of surviving our 
Winters. White Admiral sightings almost doubled and there was a slightly extended 
flying season (6 weeks; cf. 5 weeks in 2015). Overall Peacock numbers were up sig-
nificantly, following a 30% decline in 2016. The Small Tortoiseshell numbers 
[adjusted] fell by about one third, following a 75% decline in 2016. Dark Green Fritil-
lary sightings (not adjusted) were about the same, but it had a slightly longer flying 
season (11 weeks) than in 2016 (10 weeks). The Heath Fritillary at Lydford, the only 
site in Devon where the species occurs, had a good year, with a maximum count of 
133 on 7 June (P. Hurst). The flight period was from 10 April to 3 July and a total 
count for the 8 weeks was 550. Although the number of records (not adjusted) was 
more than halved, but with a similar flying season (just over 5 weeks) to 2016, the 
High Brown Fritillary did surprisingly well at most of the ‘good’ locations. Some 60 
adults were seen at Trentishoe on 20 Jun (M. Oates). Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary 
sightings (not adjusted) were down slightly; the first brood flew from 27 April at Mael-
combe (N. Spring) until about the first week of July; sightings later in July until 1 Sept. 
at East Soar (S. Cox) were presumably second brood. Pearl-bordered Fritillary sight-
ings (not adjusted), were about the same as in 2016, but it had a much longer, 13-
week, flying season flying from 10 April at Lydford (R. Bogue) , until 10 July at Padley 
Common (P. Butter). Marsh Fritillary records were down significantly, but it was dou-
ble brooded with the first brood from 18 May (B. Heasman) until 20 June (J. Brad-
beer), and the second brood from 27 July (D. Turrell) until 19 Sept (M. Lowe). Maxi-
mum numbers on any one day were 101 at Corndon Ford Farm on 30 May (J. Plack-
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ett). Silver-washed Fritillary numbers [adjusted] 
were down by 30%, but with a 16-week flying 
season. Adult Glanville Fritillaries were seen 
south of Torbay between the 8 and 24 May. This 
is the fourth successive year that they have been 
seen in this locality. 
 
The number of records for two of the satyrid 
species (Speckled Wood and Small Heath) 
were up significantly, the Gatekeeper and the 
Wall were the same, and the other four were 
down, but not dramatically so. The Speckled 
Wood was seen in 10 months of the year. 
There was no clear distinction between first 
and second broods. Sightings of the Wall were 
about the same as 2016. As usual, the first 
brood (56 sightings) which flew from 2 April (M. 
Brooking) to the 4 June at Trentishoe was 
smaller than the second brood (73 sightings) 
which flew from 5 July at Bolt Head (B. Hen-
wood) to 8 Nov. at Wembury (P. Fenn). Most sightings were singletons, but 37 
were seen at Stoke Point on 23 April (V. Tucker). 
 
Apart from one sighting on 7 April at Mattiscombe (A. Whitehouse), and two at Tam-
erton Foliot on 26 May (P. Wheeler), Clouded Yellow sightings did not start to trickle 
in until 6 July. Mostly seen as singletons, five were seen at Wembury on 5 Nov. (P. 
Fenn); the last sighting was 17 Nov. at Slapton (V. Tucker). Painted Lady sightings 
were down by about 20%. There was a small-scale immigration of Painted Ladies 
along the south coast which began on 24 Dec. and continued into early January. The 
first sighting of 2017 was a singleton on 18 Feb. at the Barbican, Plymouth (C. Vas-
salo), followed by one at Spreyton on 2 Mar. Then on 11 Mar. a small-scale immigra-
tion, mostly singletons, began and continued throughout April, May, June and into 
early July. Numbers were reinforced by another small-scale immigration which ap-
peared to start on 13 July and continued throughout the rest of the year, until 10 Nov. 
when 2 were seen at Stoke Fleming (E. Baigrie). Most sightings were singletons, but 
eleven were seen on 3 Oct. at Wembury (P. Fenn). 
 
Of the scarce migrants, a Monarch was seen at Morchard Bishop on 1 July (D. Tar-
box-Cooper). Three Swallowtails were seen in July: Clennon Valley on the 5th (M. 
Langman), Newton Abbot on the 10th (C. Billing) and Paignton on the 20th (E. 
Hawken). As with all Swallowtails seen in south Devon, we can never be sure wheth-
er they are genuine immigrants, or locally bred and released specimens. 

Wall Brown  KEVIN NEW 
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Obituary: John Butter 
 
Long time Butterfly Conservation mem-
ber John Butter died on 11th January this 
year at the age of 89. Having gained his 
National Diploma in Horticulture from 
Wisley he joined the Ministry of Agricul-
ture and through the various morphs of 
governmental departments became 
County Horticultural Adviser in Hertford-
shire in the late 1960s. This was a time of 
the first awakenings of Environmental 
awareness following Rachel Carson’s 
book Silent Spring. John became ever 
more aware of the effects of organochlo-
rine insecticides like DDT and Dieldrin 
which were being linked to the thinning of birds' eggshells and alarmingly being 
found in wildlife from Penguins to Polar Bears. 
The increasing conflict between his environmental awareness and his “duty” in 
advising farmers and growers to spray crops with these new chemicals led him 
to leave the ministry of agriculture food and fisheries in 1970 and to set up a pio-
neering “Conservation Centre” in North Devon in 1971. Here he was amongst 
people such as Richard Mabey, and Sue Coppard who instigated Working Week-
ends On Organic Farms (WOOFs). Cowley Wood Conservation Centre in Parra-
combe became a centre where students could see how farming organically with 
wildlife was possible and John had hard and soft fruit orchards, pruning courses, 
every vegetable going plus cow, Iron Age pigs, Guineafowl and chickens as well 
as half a dozen caravans for wildlife holidaymakers. It all sounds very modern, 
but then it was truly pioneering . I did my Environmental Science degree in 1973 
and remember very well people asking “what's that??” and there were only 3 
Universities offering such a course. 
Since moving to Chelfham in the early 1980’s John took on the task of looking 
after Brookwood, a small woodland adjacent to his smallholding (yes still growing 
all his fruit and veg) which was owned by the League Against Cruel Sports. He 
started to make a wide ride through the wood and coppice the Hazel stands to 
improve the wood for butterflies and was rewarded with Silver-washed Fritillaries 
coming in. This work continues today after the League sold  the wood and it was 
purchased by John and friends to become the Brookwood Conservation Trust. 
Throughout his life John worked with nature and was particularly fond of his but-
terflies as well as the Common Lizards that still inhabit the refuges he made 
twenty years ago outside his cabin. He inspired many people, my brother (who 
became a marine biologist) and myself included, into having a love of all the 
creatures and plants we share the planet with. 

 
Paul Butter 

Photo of John by Paul Butter 
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Lydford Reserve news - Colin Sargent, reserve officer 
 
The Heath Fritillary butterfly reserve at 
Lydford has undergone some extra man-
agement work this year: trees and over-
hanging branches have been trimmed 
back to widen the paths through the re-
serve and to allow more sunlight  to reach 
other sections and hopefully encourage 
the butterflies to move around more. A 
small embankment in section 4 where 
Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary has been 
recorded in the past has been cleared and 
hopefully this area will continue to thrive. 
 
A slope with tree growth between the reserve’s section 2 and the nearby Pearl and 
Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary managed Lydford Forest area has been cleared again 
creating a gateway between the 2 areas; this will allow the butterflies to have more 
space and mix more freely. Regular management here means there are plenty of 
foodplants for the butterflies and hopefully this will continue into the future. 
 
Thank you again for the volunteers who help with the important winter work which 
keeps the Old Railway Reserve in tip top condition for these beautiful butterflies. 
 
 

Lydford field event  
27th May 2018 
 
Patrick Hawkins  
reports “a wonderful 
field trip at Lydford 
reserve led by Colin 
Sargent. The weath-
er was overcast on 
arrival at the Lydford 
car park but when 
we arrived at the 
reserve the sun came out. A total of fourteen attended the event with Heath, Small 
Pearl and Pearl-bordered frits. 
A most enjoyable day was had by all with all three target species in good numbers.” 
 
 
New Moth Atlas: A new atlas of Britain’s Larger Moths should be out in spring 2019. 
Fundraising for the atlas was a major success with the online “moth auction” having a   
full take-up of sponsors. 

Heath Fritillary larva at Lydford 
COLIN SARGENT 

PATRICK HAWKINS 
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Heathfield Reserve news: Teign-
bridge Council’s Heathfield Reserve 
near Bovey Tracey had a visit in Febru-
ary this year from John Davis, BC’s 
Head of Reserves. Devon BC Commit-
tee members along with Jenny Plackett 
and ranger Simon McCauley attended. 
The reserve is leased to the Devon 
Branch who manage it with help from 
the Teignbridge Ranger service. The 
reserve’s licence has recently been 
renewed. Lorraine Munns travelled 
down with John and she will be moni-
toring the site to find out the species and 
numbers of ants there. This will be valu-
able information in managing for Silver-studded Blue which has a close relationship 
with Lasius ants. 
 
Small Blue in possible inland East Devon sites - The Small Blue in Devon 
is currently only regularly seen in Torbay. Up until the last 2 or 3 years scat-
tered sightings had been reported mainly along the Undercliffs and other East 
Devon coastal areas (Phil Parr, East Devon Coast Co -ordinator sent in quite a 
few records). Last year evidence came to light of the butterfly at 2 inland sites 
in East Devon some distance away from where it has been recently reported. 
It is hoped that follow up visits may confirm its presence at these new sites.  
 
Essex Skipper was recorded last year by Somerset BC west of Taunton, only 
circa 8 or 9 Km away from the Devon border. The species is presently not 
known to breed in Devon but perhaps it may advance into the county from the 
Taunton area in its spread westward. 
 
Purple Emperor was reported in 2 East Devon locations last year and the 
sightings sounded very credible. These locations will be checked this summer 
to see if breeding populations can be confirmed.  
 
Grizzled Skipper survey: Owing to lack of space in the 
last newsletter it wasn’t possible to announce that a 2018 
county survey for Grizzled Skipper was being organised by 
Pete Hurst, Grizzled Skipper Species Champion for Devon 
BC. A full account of the survey will appear in a newsletter 
later in the year. Results so far show that Braunton Bur-
rows still seems a healthy site for the species and also the 
Doddiscombsleigh area in the Teign Valley seems to have 
a good cluster of colonies. However there is no doubt that 
the number of Grizzled sites has diminished (low numbers 
in 2017 also reported by BC nationally). If any members have records from 
this year that they could send to me, I would be grateful:   pete-hurst@outlook.com   

Heathfield Reserve visit with John Davis  
centre PETE HURST 

Grizzled Skipper 
PETE HURST 
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The Wider Countryside Butterfly Survey - Zoe Randle 
The Wider Countryside Butterfly Survey (WCBS) needs volunteers to improve 
the coverage of the survey in Devon. This is a great monitoring scheme to get 
involved in as it doesn’t require a huge time commitment – it is perfect for people 
with busy lives. Only two to four visits per year are required, with each visit tak-
ing approximately an hour. The data gathered are invaluable and feed into the 
UK Butterfly Monitoring Scheme (UKBMS), which produces annual population 
trends for butterflies in the UK. The WCBS data also contribute to the UK Biodi-
versity Indicators. These indicators are used to assess the progress towards 
international biodiversity targets which impact environmental and biodiversity 
legislation in the UK. 
The WCBS monitors common and widespread butterfly species in randomly 
generated 1km squares. Many of these squares occur in the general countryside 
and other habitat areas that are under-represented by traditional butterfly tran-
sect recording. Thus the WCBS data provide us with an unbiased view of how 
species are faring outside of ‘honey-pot’ butterfly habitats.  As many WCBS 
squares are on farmland the monitoring we perform provides the opportunity for 
us to assess the impact of agri-environment schemes. The WCBS also enables 
you to get-off the beaten track and count butterflies in new places.   
This (2018) is the tenth year of the Wider Countryside Butterfly Survey and we 
want it to be bigger and better than ever. Available WCBS squares can be found 
across Devon, to find out where your nearest available square is and for further 
details about the survey methodology please contact the UK WCBS Co-
ordinator via survey@butterfly-conservation.org or 01929 406006.  
 
Summary of 2017 results for Devon 
In 2017 there were 20 (7 BC and 13 BTO/
BBS) WCBS squares covered in Devon.  
A total of 2,117 individual butterflies of 27 
species were counted. The most wide-
spread butterflies were Meadow Brown, 
Red Admiral and Gatekeeper which oc-
curred in 88% of monitored squares and 
accounted for 45% of all butterflies seen. 
Comma and Small Copper had a good 
year in the WCBS in Devon with increases 
in occurrence up by 26 percentage points 
and 19 percentage points respectively on 
2016 levels. However, the whites didn’t do 
so well with Green-veined White and Large White showing declines of 21 per-
centage points on 2016 levels and Small White down by 15 percentage points. 
The WCBS co-ordinator for Devon is Jenny Evans:  jennifer.evans@lineone.net 
 
The UK Butterfly Monitoring Scheme is organised and funded by Butterfly Con-
servation, the Centre for Ecology and Hydrology, British Trust for Ornithology, 
and the Joint Nature Conservation Committee. 

Meadow Brown  KEVIN NEW 
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A plethora of Cinnabars 
The conspicuously-coloured red and black Cinnabar dayflying 
moth has had a presence in our garden for a few years now after 
suddenly arriving following a period of several years with no sight-
ings. We usually grow a few Ragworts for them, but last year the 
caterpillars quickly ran out of food and were crawling around en 
masse looking for their foodplant. I managed to heel in some 
Groundsel plants that I found on some wasteland which they can 
also eat, but there were still many larvae radiating out from 
the eaten-up Ragwort, some crawling into our conservatory 
and even managing to crawl from the rear garden, along the 
side path to the pavement on the front of the house. I wasn’t 
sure how many would get to the pupal stage as many of the 
wandering larvae were not full-grown. 
 
This year, the first Cinnabar moth hatched in our conserv-
atory on April 21st  which was slightly early. A week or so 
later they began emerging on a daily basis, hatching from ground level around 
the garden and crawling upwards as soon as they could to expand and dry off 
their wings (see photos above), making use of walls and often grass stalks. 
Wing inflation took about 20 minutes on one morning whilst I watched. More 
hatched in our conservatory as well as in 3 outbuildings, some of which get very 
hot on sunny days but I can only assume that the temperature stays cool down 
at floor level from where they emerge and thus they usually avoid dehydration. I 
have been checking the outbuildings daily to release any new hatchlings.  
 
I needn’t have worried about the caterpillars reaching adulthood as for over a 
month now each new day presents a handful of newly-hatched moths! 
 
 
Devon BC Members’ Day and AGM at Crediton, Sat. 27th October 2018  
This will again be a morning and afternoon event in the Boniface Centre in the 
grounds of Crediton Parish Church. Main speakers will be George Tordoff from 
BC Wales speaking about surveying for rare Welsh moths and Cathy Horsley 
talking about her work for the Bumblebee Conservation Trust. There will be a 
DVD  by the late John Butter entitled “Seasons” and we are intending to show 
members’ photos once again. Full details will appear on the In Your Area 
webpages on the national BC website and in the next (autumn) newsletter . 
 
 
Brown-tail moths in news 
On May 20th a local news item told the story of  
problems from companies of Brown Tail moth 
larvae on the coast at Budleigh Salterton. Hairs 
from the larvae can cause rashes on some peo-
ple that can last a couple of weeks. Larval food-

PETE HURST 

young 
Brown-tail 
larva 
RUSSELL 
GELLMAN 
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plant  is often Blackthorn and caterpillar hairs can be blown on the wind from off 
the bushes. It was reported that parts of Lime Kiln car park and Steamer Steps 
had been cordoned off . 
 
 
 
Small Tortoiseshell 
on way up? 
 
Whilst doing my Heath Fri-
tillary count at Lydford in 
early June, I came across 
a tent of young Small Tor-
toiseshell larvae (see photo 
far right) in Lydford Forest. 
Surprisingly, on the next 
nettle plant was a solitary 
much larger Small Tortoiseshell larva (photo above) 
which must have been easily 2 weeks older. I deduced 
that 2 separate adult female Small Tortoiseshells must 
have laid an egg batch close to one another some 
weeks apart. In recent times the butterfly has been 
much less common than formerly so the chances of this 
happening I would guess is unlikely, but may be indica-
tive of a better season ahead for this butterfly (at least in 
this part of Devon?).  
 
 
Pearl-bordered Fritillary had a 
good window of weather overall for 
its flight season. Unfortunately, the 
field meeting at Chudleigh Knighton 
and Teigngrace Meadows on 6th 
May failed to discover any (in spite 
of good weather on the day) as at 
that point the season was running 
much later than usual. Later in May 
I heard a number of reports of good 
numbers at Haldon on the Kiddens 
Plantation especially in the area that 
the branch had helped to manage  
along with the Forestry Commission 
back in February. I also heard that 
Lustleigh Cleave had shown good 
numbers. 

Pearl-bordered pair at Haldon 
 AMANDA HUNTER 
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Devon BC Summer Events 2018 
 
Heddon Valley near Lynton, North Devon : Tuesday July 3rd

 
Meet outside the National Trust office/shop by Hunters' Inn at SS 655 481 
for 12.00 hrs. Finish time 14.00 hrs. Beautiful Butterflies Walk at Heddon 
Valley. Join Butterfly Conservation and the National Trust on a guid-
ed walk to see and learn more about the Heddons special butterflies. We 
hope to see a host of Fritillaries including the High Brown, as well as more 
common woodland and meadow butterfly species. Donations are wel-
come. Car parking is free for NT members, but charges apply for non-
members (£3 all day). Booking is essential, please book with the National 
Trust via 01598 763 402. 
 

Bircham Valley LNR: Wednesday July 4th   
Meet at 12.00 at the Jack Rabbit pub just off the A386 near Derriford, post 
code PL6 8BD for pre-walk refreshments and chat or 13.00 to start the 
walk. Expected finish time 15.00/16.00 hrs. Following last years' very suc-
cessful visit to this Local Nature Reserve, David is keen to show off the 
reserve again. The site has a good range of meadow species such as 
Marbled White as well as lots of Silver-washed Fritillaries, and is an easy 
walk for all ages. Lots of other insect and floral life as well. Leader David 
Gregory: contact him on davegregory2000@yahoo.com   
 
Great Torrington Commons: Saturday July 7th 
A moth night with the exciting target species the Scarce Merveille du Jour, 
one of our rarest and beautiful moths. Meet at the car park at The Old 
Bowling green at the top of Station Hill at grid ref SS 485 193 at 21.00 hrs. 
to give time to place the traps. Leader Rob Wolton  01837  810 416. 
 
Trendlebere Down and Bovey Valley Woodlands: Sunday July 8th 
11.00 – 15.00 hrs. 
A demanding walk of 4-5 miles with some long steep sections. Good walk-
ing footwear recommended. Meet 11.00 hrs. in the car-park at the top of 
Trendlbere Down Grid ref.  SX 773 796. This is on the road going from 
Bovey Tracey to Manaton and on the left as the road levels out just after a 
sharp left hand bend overlooking Trendlebere Down. With heath and 
moorland species such as Dark Green Fritillary, Small Heath and possibly 
Grayling along with the Small Purple-barred moth to start this “foray,” we 
will descend into the Bovey Valley woodlands complex where possible 
species would include Purple Hairstreak, White Admiral, Silver-washed 
Fritillary and an outside chance of White-letter Hairstreak. Bring a packed 
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lunch, drinks, & sun-cream/hat if needed. We will aim to return to car park 
no later than 15.00 hrs. Leader Pete Hurst tel. 01626 854 182. 
 

Teigngrace Meadows near Newton Abbot : Saturday July 14th 
Meet at 10.00 hrs for a two hour walk around these lovely meadows where 
Marbled White, Common Blues, Wall Brown and Grayling is possible 
among a variety of wild flowers. Park at the southern end of Old Newton 
Road where it ends on the A38 at SX 834758 near the cyclists bridge (no 
access direct from A38). Leader John Rickett on 01626 830079 or email 
him at johnrick_shaldon@yahoo.co.uk 
 
Kerswell Downs near Kingskerswell: Sunday July 22nd 
Meet at 1.30pm in the car park Maddacombe Road, Kingskerswell grid ref. 
SX873676. Leader David Poole tel 01803 873880. There is a short steep-
ish path from the car park, can be slippery if wet. Otherwise the meadow 
and paths reasonably level and firm underfoot. Good limestone flora and 
variety of of butterfly species, may include White Admiral, Brown Argus, 
Silver Washed Fritillary. 
 
Bolshayne Farm Colyton: Saturday August 4th 
Meet 14.00 hrs. (finish time 16.00 hrs.) at Bolshayne Farm EX 24 6RX for 
a butterfly walk around this farm run with nature in mind where we will be 
part of the Big Butterfly Count. A joint event with the Legacy to Landscape 
project and East Devon AONB. Leader Paul Butter Tel 01297 442 290 or 
07807 680 455. 
 
Jurassic Coast Undercliffs: Sunday August 5th 
Meet at Whitlands Grid ref. SY 306 910 by kind permission of the owner at 
10.30 hrs. for an extensive walk through the NNR focussing on Humble 
Glades which have been managed by Natural England to maintain an 
open area of grassland within the surrounding woodland. From the A3052 
from Seaton turn first right after Charton Cross down the access road 
signed Whitlands. 
Wood White may be encountered as one was seen last year plus Chalk 
Carpet, Small Purple-barred moth, Dark Green Fritillary and Dingy Skip-
per. Great flora too. A joint event with Axminster Vale & District Conserva-
tion Society. Booking essential as numbers are limited, the terrain is quite 
arduous and stout footwear advised as well as sun protection, drink and 
packed lunch. Leaders Martin Drake:-  
martindrake2@gmail.com and Paul Butter paulnbutter@hotmail.com 
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Fontmell Down: Sunday August 19th 

Joint with Dorset  Branch. The last Dorset refuge of the Silver-spotted 
Skipper, Fontmell offers a great opportunity to study this and other down-
land specialities like Brown Argus, Chalkhill Blue and the second brood of 
Adonis Blue. 
Bring stout footwear and a packed lunch if staying for the afternoon visit 
to the lower slopes.   
Meet 11.00 am at the National Trust car park, map reference ST 886 
187. There is alternative parking around the triangle at ST 888 185. 
Contact is Paul Butter on 07807 680455 
 
 

Devon BC Members’ Day and AGM: Saturday October 27th Crediton 
 
[BC National AGM & Members Day:  Saturday November 10th Notts.] 

5-spot Burnet moth Elephant Hawk moth larva 

Photos: KEVIN NEW 

Around 60% of Devon BC members now have the newsletter electronically which saves 
the branch using funds on printing and postage thus allowing a greater spend on conserva-
tion. If you wish to switch from a paper copy to the full-colour electronic one,  please inform 
Amanda Hunter, Membership Secretary - her details are in list opposite. Thank you to 
members still taking the paper version who have sent in a donation to support this initiative 
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Committee members 

Jonathan Aylett  - Chairman                                                       01626 364016 
9, Westwood Road, Ogwell Cross, Newton Abbot                                   jsaylett@googlemail.com  

 
Peter Beale - Conservation Adviser                                           01626 333106 
22 Frobisher Road, Newton Abbot TQ12 4HT                                            su5917@eclipse.co.uk 

 
Paul Butter - Events Co-ordinator/Health & Safety                     01297 442290 
The Haven, Woodmead Road, Lyme Regis DT7 3AD                      paulnbutter@hotmail.com                 
 
Mary Harold - Publicity Officer                                                    01566 783188                            
                                                                                                      mary.harold@btinternet.com 
 
Barry Henwood - County Moth Recorder                                    01626 364080 
Greenacre, 6 Lakeland, Abbotskerswell TQ12 5YF                barry.henwood@btinternet.com      

 

Dave Holloway - Website                                                   d.hllwy51@gmail.com                                                                         
 
Amanda Hunter - Membership Secretary                        amanda.bc@clara.co.uk 
391 Teignmouth Road, Torquay TQ1 4RR 

 
Pete  Hurst - Editor                                                            01626 854182 
36 Woodway Street, Chudleigh, Newton Abbot TQ13 0JU                  pete-hurst@outlook.com 
 
Ray Jones - Treasurer                                                                01884 255386 
10 Broomhill, Tiverton EX16 5AS                                              ray.jones5041@btinternet.com 
 

Colin Sargent - Lydford Reserve Officer                                     01822 810433 
Stags Head House, Brentor, Tavistock  PL19 ONP                            colin@colinsargent.co.uk 
 

Marjory Taylor - Branch Organiser                                        01404 881250 
Danes View, Lower Lane, Dalwood, Axminster EX13 7DW 
 
 
Non-committee posts for Devon BC:- 
 
Roger Bristow - County Butterfly Recorder                                 01395 578003 
2, Sid Bank, Sid Lane, Sidmouth EX10 9AW                            devonbristows@btinternet.com 
 
Jenny Evans - Transect & WCBS Co-ordinator          jennifer.evans@lineone.net 
 
Lesley Kerry - Silver-studded Blue Co-ordinator                         01395 567880          
                                                                          lesley.kerry@ymail.com 
 
Phil Parr - East Devon Coast/Undercliffs phil.parr@warwickshire-butterflies.org.uk 
Co-ordinator  
 
 
Bill Potter - In Your Area Webteam member 
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Butterfly Conservation Company Limited by guarantee 
Registered Office:   Manor Yard, East Lulworth,      

Wareham, Dorset.  BH20 5QP. Tel: 01929  400209  
  Registered in England No. 2206468.  

Registered Charity No. 254937.                           
Registered in Scotland No. SCO 39268.                         

Above, Large Skippers MIKE BROOKING 

Above right, unusually coloured Heath  
Fritillary photographed at Lydford 

Right, Brown-tail larva RUSSELL GELLMAN 

Below, Cinnabar moth PETE HURST 


