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A	Message	from	our	Chairman	
	

Firstly,	 I	 would	 like	 to	 take	 this	 opportunity	 to	 thank	 Julie	 Horner,	 who	 has	 recently	
stepped	 down	 as	 our	 Newsletter	 Editor,	 for	 the	 time,	 effort	 and	 dedication	 she	 has	
devoted	towards	this	task	for	the	last	six	years.		This	has	been	a	substantial	undertaking	
on	Julie’s	part	and	we	are	extremely	grateful	for	the	contribution	she	has	made	towards	
the	success	of	North	Wales	Branch.		As	many	of	you	know,	Julie	is	an	accomplished	artist	
and	a	selection	of	her	beautiful	butterfly	paintings	can	be	seen	(and	purchased!)	from	
the	display	of	her	work	at	Pensychnant.		We	are	very	fortunate	that	Mark	Sheridan	has	
agreed	 to	 take	 on	 editing	 the	 Newsletter	 in	 combination	 with	 his	 current	 role	 as	
Membership	Secretary.	
	
When	I	took	on	the	Chairmanship	of	the	North	Wales	Branch	in	2001	Branch	Membership	
stood	at	sixty	Members.		So,	it	was	with	some	satisfaction	that	I	was	able	to	report	that	
Branch	 Membership	 had	 grown	 to	 four	 hundred	 and	 one	 Members	 at	 the	
AGM/Members’	Day	last	October	(I	remain	eternally	grateful	to	the	last	two	Members	to	
join	immediately	prior	to	that	point!).		To	make	the	most	of	your	membership	you	really	
need	to	participate	in	some	of	the	events	your	committee	has	organized	for	the	coming	
season.		These	include	field	trips,	moth	trapping	evenings,	training	events	and	talks.		Full	
details	are	included	in	this	Newsletter.			
	
Also,	included	in	this	Newsletter	are	the	details	of	our	2017	AGM/Members’	Day.		Over	
the	last	few	years,	North	Wales	Branch	has	developed	a	reputation	for	bringing	together	
both	local	experts	and	specialists	with	internationally	renowned	speakers,	to	create	an	
outstanding	programme	of	 interest	 to	all	who	care	about	butterflies,	moths	and	 their	
conservation.		The	2017	AGM/Members’	Day	will	be	no	exception.		Don’t	be	put	off	by	
the	AGM	–	I	usually	manage	to	keep	it	to	15	minutes	or	less!		The	event	will	be	held	in	
the	congenial	surroundings	of	Pensychnant	Conservation	Centre	where	Julian	Thompson	
will	 provide	 tea,	 coffee	 and	 bara	 brith,	 but	 bring	 a	 packed	 lunch.	 	 I	 look	 forward	 to	
meeting	you	there!			
	
Ilija Vukomanovic 
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25	Years	of	Daily	Moth	Records	
by	Pat Denne	
Treborth	Botanic	Garden	lies	along	the	mainland	side	of	the	Menai	Strait	between	the	
Menai	and	Britannia	Bridges.		It	is	part	of	Bangor	University,	and	is	an	area	of	great	natural	
beauty	 and	 biodiversity.	 About	 20	 hectares	 in	 all,	 it	 includes	 about	 15	 hectares	 of	
woodland,	 several	hectares	of	unimproved	grassland,	a	wild-life	pond,	and	a	butterfly	
border,	as	well	as	other	planted	borders	and	glasshouses.		The	woodland	slopes	down	to	
the	shoreline	of	the	Strait	and	includes	a	block	of	Ancient	Woodland,	as	well	as	several	
types	of	secondary	woodland.	 	Geologically	 it	 is	very	mixed,	parts	being	on	limestone,	
parts	on	acid	conglomerate,	with	some	rocky	outcrops	and	some	boggy	areas.		
As	would	be	expected,	such	a	range	of	habitats	hosts	a	rich	diversity	of	insect,	mammal	
and	bird	life.		Moth	recording	began	in	June	1986,	continuing	on	a	daily	basis	until	June	
1987,	then,	after	a	gap,	resumed	daily	 from	September	1991	until	 the	present	(hence	
over	25	years	of	daily	records).		While	Nigel	Brown	was	curator	he	was	the	principal	moth	
recorder,	with	the	help	of	his	son	Dan	and	a	number	of	students;	since	he	retired	in	2015	
a	splendid	 team	of	moth-ers	are	continuing	his	good	
work.	 	 All	 the	daily	 records	 refer	 to	moths	 caught	 in	
Robinson	traps,	located	in	one	area	of	the	Garden:		in	
addition,	there	have	also	been	shorter	runs	of	records	
using	other	 types	of	 traps,	 and	 in	other	parts	 of	 the	
Garden.		All	these	records	have	recently	been	put	onto	
spreadsheets,	and	have	been	sent	to	Julian	Thompson	
(our	County	moth	recorder)	and	also	to	Cofnod.	
Since	1986,	a	grand	total	of	over	420,000	 individuals	
from	399	species	of	macro-moth	have	been	recorded	at	Treborth,	plus	166	species	of	
micro-moth,	together	with	30	butterfly	species.		Large	Yellow	Underwings	are	sometimes	
present	 in	 immense	numbers	with	a	total	of	66,500	(490	of	those	on	27th	 July	1995!).		
Heart	&	Dart	moth	is	the	second	most	numerous	species	(totalling	almost	32,000).	While	
the	total	number	of	moths	caught	per	year	varies	greatly	(having	no	obvious	trends	over	
the	years),	the	number	of	species	per	year	varies	surprisingly	little.	
Some	species	have	 tended	 to	 increase	with	 time	 (such	as	Dingy	Footman	and	August	
Thorn),	while	others	have	declined	(including	Garden	Tiger,	Pale	Shouldered	Brocade	and	
Rustic	Shoulder	Knot).		Could	those	trends	be	associated	with	global	warming,	or	are	they	
due	to	changes	in	local	conditions	such	as	growth	of	neighbouring	trees	over	the	years?				
Many	other	species	(such	as	Large	Yellow	Underwing,	Heart	&	Dart,	Common	Quaker	and	
Common	Marbled	Carpet)	have	peak	and	trough	years,	but	no	clear	trend	over	time:		are	
those	 related	 to	 climatic	 variation	 between	 years,	 or	 to	 some	 other	 factor	 such	 as	
predation?			
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Daily	meteorological	records	were	started	at	Treborth	in	1988,	and	these	met	data	have	
also	now	been	entered	onto	spreadsheets,	so	are	available	to	compare	with	the	moth	
records	from	1991	onwards.	The	met	records	include	rainfall,	wind	direction,	wind	speed,	
ambient	 temperature	 at	 9am,	 and	 maximum	 and	 minimum	 temperatures	 for	 the	
preceding	 24	 hours.	 	 That	 opens	 up	 a	 rare	 opportunity	 to	 follow	 changes	 in	 moth	
population	in	relation	to	climatic	factors	since	1991:	there	can	be	only	a	few	such	long	
runs	of	moth	with	local	met	data	in	the	British	Isles.			
	
Do	come	and	visit	Treborth	Botanic	Garden,	the	outside	areas	are	open	every	day	of	the	
year	 (the	glasshouses	only	during	working	hours),	 and	 it’s	 all	 free!	 For	 further	details	
about	the	Garden	see	the	website	www.treborthbotanicgarden.org.	
(Photo	of	Garden	Tiger	taken	by	Val	Lane,	Treborth	moth-er)	

 
Glanville	Fritillary….	Melitaea	cinxia                                           
by	Tony Pope 

 
 
Named	after	it’s	discoverer	
of	some	300	years	ago,	Lady	
Eleanor	 Glanville,	 The	
Glanville	Fritillary	 is	one	of	
our	rarest	Fritillaries	and	is	
almost	 confined	 to	 the	
crumbling	 undercliffs	 and	
chalk	 downs	 of	 the	 Isle	 of	
Wight.	One	 small	 colony	 is	
thought	 to	 persist	 on	 the	
Hampshire	 coast	 near	
Christchurch.	In	Britain,	it	is	
at	the	North	–Western	edge	

of	its	range	while	in	Northern	Europe	it	is	found	commonly	in	a	wide	range	of	flowery	
habitats.	It	is	a	butterfly	of	shifting,	eroding,	soil	and	chalk	areas	where	new	growths	of	
Ribwort	Plantain	can	flourish.		
	

Winter	 is	not	a	good	time	for	the	butterfly	enthusiast,	but	 it	 is	the	time	when	we	can	
research	and	contact	people	for	information	and	to	arrange	the	efforts	for	the	coming	
season.	In	February	2016	after	some	research	and	email	requests	I	received	a	reply	via	
email	from	David	James	{he	is	now	the	Butterfly	Recorder	for	Northamptonshire}	we	had	
met	at	Fermyn	Wood	while	I	was	looking	for	Purple	Emperor	and	twice	at	Glapthorn	Cow	
Pasture	while	looking	for	Black	Hairstreak.	On	one	of	these	visits	I	had	explained	my	quest	
to	see	all	the	British	Species	and	taken	his	details	for	future	reference.	I	had	discussed	
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with	him	which	species	I	had	left	to	see,	about	eight	at	that	time,	including	the	Glanville	
which	I	had	said	may	prove	difficult	due	to	distances	involved	etc.	At	that	time	he	had	
mentioned	a	colony	at	Hutchinson	Bank	in	Croydon	which	seemed	a	better	prospect	to	
me	but	I	was	unsure	about	the	detail	and	the	viability	of	such	a	colony	away	from	where	
I	had	read.	His	email	explained	the	site	in	detail	with	particular	reference	on	where	to	
find	the	Glanville.	With	now	only	five	species	to	see	this	email	had	ensured	that	one	of	
the	targets	for	2016	would	be	the	Glanville.	Time	to	other	commitments	would	mean	I	
had	to	decide	which	species	to	go	for	 in	2016	and	which	to	 leave	for	2017	…with	the	
Glanville	decided	on	I	also	picked	for	2016	the	Essex	Skipper	and	the	Heath	Fritillary	{this	
was	chosen	because	three	days	after	the	Glanville	email	in	February	I	received	an	email	
from	 Jim	 Braven	 at	 Lydford	 Old	 Railway	 in	 Devon	 about	 the	 Heath}	 …..	 	 leaving	 the	
Chequered	Skipper	and	Swallowtail	for	2017.		
 

D	day	or	should	I	say	G	day	arrived	on	the	28th	May.	I	was	up	early	and	set	off	about	4am	
for	 the	 trip	 to	 Croydon,	 I	 had	 decided	 to	make	 it	 a	 day	 trip	 and	 return	 that	 evening.	
According	to	the	trip	planner	on	the	net	 it	was	281	miles	and	would	take	4hrs	and	34	
minutes.	The	weather	forecast	had	not	been	that	positive	but	down	south	looked	ok	with	
sunny	 spells	 promised.	 It	 was	 far	 from	 that	 as	 I	 set	 off	 in	 overcast	 and	 very	 gloomy	
conditions	which	got	worse	as	the	journey	unfolded.	The	journey	took	me	down	the	M6,	
M42	and	M40	with	views	of	Red	Kite	almost	every	200	yards	on	the	M40	and	then	a	tiny	
Muntjac	deer	grazing	alongside	the	motorway	not	fazed	by	the	traffic	at	all.	I	made	good	
time	and	arrived	in	Croydon	at	8.30	but	it	then	took	me	another	half	an	hour	to	find	the	
site,	no	one	seemed	to	have	heard	of	Hutchinson	Bank	until	I	asked	at	a	riding	school.	
From	 the	 busy	 town	 area,	 I	 had	 gone	 through	 some	 leafy	 suburbs	 with	 stunning	
properties	and	was	now	in	a	cul-	de-	sac	called	Farleigh	Dean	Crescent.	In	front	of	me	
about	fifty	yards	away	was	the	obvious	entrance	to	the	site,	with	a	path	/	bridle	path	
leading	off	into	some	shrubbery.	My	instructions	said	I	was	to	walk	that	path	for	about	
200	yards	and	it	would	clear	to	an	area	resembling	a	railway	cutting	with	steep	banks	on	
both	sides.	It	was	overcast	with	slight	drizzle	so	I	decided	to	have	a	cup	of	coffee	and	get	
my	stuff	together.	The	temperature	had	dropped	and	cloud	cover	was	quite	thick	as	I	set	
off,	I	thought	initially	I	would	walk	the	area	to	get	my	bearings	as	I	thought	there	was	no	
chance	 of	 butterflies	 as	 it	 was.	 I	 walked	 into	 the	 clearing	 as	 I	 had	 been	 told	 and	
immediately	the	area	looked	as	I	had	imagined	from	reading	about	the	sites	on	the	Isle	
of	 Wight	 …crumbling	 cliff	 edges,	 sloped	 ground	 and	 grassland	 with	 bare	 areas	 of	
crumbling	chalk,	numerous	flowers	and	grass	with	Ribwort	Plantain	in	the	bare	areas.	I	
walked	awhile	but	 saw	no	butterflies.	After	 a	 few	minutes	 I	 noticed	a	man	crouching	
down	and	obviously	looking	at	something	so	I	walked	over	to	find	that	he	was	set	up	with	
tripod	etc.	photographing	a	Glanville...“morning	..’’		I	said...	’’I	am	pleased	to	see	you	have	
found	one	as	I	was	worried	in	these	conditions	that	my	long	journey	would	be	wasted	‘’	
we	made	a	bit	more	small	talk	..told	him	where	I	had	travelled	from	etc.……at	which	point	
I	asked	‘’do	you	mind	if	I	take	a	picture	as	in	this	weather	I	may	not	see	one	again	‘’	….after	
a	pause	he	said	abruptly	‘’	I	would	rather	you	found	your	own	’’	.	The	first	time	on	any		
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butterfly	site	I	have	had	that	reaction.	I	was	shocked	but	just	walked	away	and	went	along	
the	path	to	the	end	where	the	embankments	finished	and	a	more	heath	like	landscape	
began.	There	was	nothing	to	see	there	so	I	returned	to	the	chalky	area	after	about	forty	
five	minutes…the	man	had	gone	by	now	but	there	was	no	sign	of	a	butterfly.	I	continued	
to	look	and	after	about	an	hour	the	sun	began	to	break	through	and	the	temperature	
rose	almost	immediately….to	my	right	I	caught	sight	of	a	shape	and	looked	over	to	see	
my	first	Glanville	…it	flew	about	three	yards	and	landed	in	the	grass…then	another...then	
another…the	cloud	came	back	and	they	immediately	took	refuge	in	the	grass	and	on	the	
nearest	flowers.	It	was	cold	again	but	now	but	they	were	visible…I	took	some	images	and	
the	 sun	 came	back	which	meant	 they	became	active	 in	 the	warmth…when	 the	 cloud	
returned	it	went	cold	and	down	they	went.	The	changing	conditions	proved	to	be	to	my	
advantage	 because	 as	 the	
temperature	 rose	 in	 the	
brief	 sunny	 spells	 the	
butterflies	 became	 active	
and	 visible….	 when	 the	
cloud	 came	 all	 I	 had	 to	 do	
was	 watch	 where	 they	
went……all	of	a	sudden	I	had	
butterflies	 posing	 in	
different	 positions	 and	
perfectly	still	as	if	they	were	
pinned	 ….	 being	 able	 to	
watch	 them	 in	 those	
conditions	was	a	thrill	and	a	
relief	 too	 I	 can	 tell	 you.	 I	
spent	a	couple	of	hours	with	the	Glanville	 then	decided	to	explore	more	of	 the	site.	 I	
found	Small	Blue	and	Holly	Blue	along	with	Brimstone	but	about	 two-	o-	 clock	 in	 the	
afternoon	the	weather	began	to	close	in	and	I	decided	that	it	was	best	to	go	back	to	the	
car	and	start	the	long	journey	home.	It	took	much	longer	to	get	home	through	the	traffic	
but	what	a	trip	to	remember	and	the	stunning	Glanville	Fritillary	will	remain	as	one	of	my	
favourites	for	ever.		
	

Hutchinson	Bank…CR0	0JT….	map	ref…TQ384611	..	is	owned	by	London	Wildlife	Trust	and	
is	described	by	 them...	 	 ‘as	one	of	 the	 largest	 areas	of	 chalk	 grassland	 in	 the	Greater	
London	area,	managed	as	a	nature	reserve	since	1986.	It	is	an	area	of	ancient	woodland	
and	 grassland	 spiked	 with	 common	 orchids.	 The	 area	 hosts	 wonderfully	 diverse	
butterflies,	plantlife	and	birds	…I	saw	Parakeets!!.	There	have	been	sightings	of	28	species	
of	butterfly	including	Small	Blue	but	their	site	info	does	not	mention	the	Glanville…while	
on	site	the	most	notable	species	I	saw	apart	from	the	Glanville	were	Small	Blue,	Holly	
Blue,	Brimstone.	
	
(Photos	of	Glanville	Fritillaries	-	Tony	Pope)		
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Adventures	in	North	Wales																		
by	Julia Pschera	
Hello,	my	name	is	Julia	Pschera	and	I	am	currently	in	the	
very	lucky	position	to	work	in	places	where	other	people	
spend	 their	 holidays	 -	 namely	 in	 many	 of	 the	 most	
stunning	locations	of	North	Wales.		
When	 speaking	 in	Welsh	 to	 people	 in	 the	west	 of	 the	
country,	I	have	in	the	past	sometimes	been	asked	“Un	o’r	gogledd	wyt	ti?”-	“Are	you	from	
North	Wales?”.	This	used	to	surprise	me,	having	never	set	foot	on	North	Wales	‘proper’;	
however,	it	also	made	me	curious	to	discover	this	mystic	part	of	Wales.	
Having	lived	in	Ceredigion	for	the	past	five	years,	I	am	very	excited	to	eventually	be	able	
to	explore	the	North	in	more	detail.	For	a	period	of	twelve	months	which	started	back	in	
September,	 I	 am	 providing	 maternity	 cover	 for	 my	 colleague	 Clare	 Williams	 as	 the	
Conservation	Officer	for	Butterfly	Conservation	Wales	(BCW),	covering	mainly	the	north	
of	the	country.	
My	year	with	BCW	started	with	Marsh	Fritillary	monitoring	work.	I	visited	Llwyniarth,	Tir	
Stent	and	Morfa	Harlech	(all	in	Merionethshire),	as	well	as	Cors	y	Wlad	and	Bwlch	Derwin	
in	Caernarvonshire	for	the	annual	monitoring	of	larval	webs.	It	has	not	been	a	particularly	
good	year	 in	terms	of	Marsh	Fritillary	numbers;	however,	provided	the	sites	remain	in	
good	management,	populations	should	soon	start	to	pick	up	again.	Llwyniarth	is	one	of	
only	a	few	sites	in	Wales	where	the	leaf	beetle	Galeruca	tanaceti	can	be	found.	Amongst	
other	plants,	G.	tanaceti	feeds	on	the	leaves	of	Devil’s-bit	Scabious,	leaving	very	distinct	
feeding	marks.	
In	 October,	 I	 briefly	 visited	 the	 legendary	 Great	 Orme	 for	 the	 first	 time.	 One	 of	 the	

numerous	 species	 of	 flora	 and	 fauna	 which	 make	 the	
Great	Orme	such	an	exceptional	place	is	the	Silky	Wave	
moth;	the	Great	Orme	population	is	one	of	only	three	in	
Britain.	 During	 the	 summer,	 I	 will	 hopefully	 get	 the	
chance	to	see	the	adults	‘in	the	flesh’.		
I	also	attended	the	AGM	of	BC’s	North	Wales	Branch	at	
the	Pensychnant	Centre,	which	was	a	great	opportunity	
to	 meet	 some	 of	 the	 fantastic	 butterfly	 and	 moth	

enthusiasts	who	live	in	the	area,	as	well	as	to	listen	to	interesting	talks	by	Sally	Pidcock	
about	the	Great	Orme,	by	Mike	Slater	about	skipper	and	Small	Blue	conservation	work	in	
Warwickshire,	and	by	Tom	Brereton	about	butterfly	monitoring.	During	the	winter,	I	have	
had	the	chance	to	visit	Wrexham	Industrial	Estate	where	we	work	with	the	North	Wales	
Wildlife	 Trust	 to	 improve	 the	 habitats	 on	 site	 for	 a	 number	 of	 species,	 including	 the	
Grizzled	Skipper.	
During	the	spring	and	early	summer,	I	am	hoping	to	help	with	the	monitoring	of	Pearl-
bordered	Fritillary	in	Montgomeryshire,	and	to	carry	out	work	on	Grizzled	Skipper,	Small	
Pearl-bordered	 Fritillary,	Marsh	 Fritillary,	 Silver-studded	 Blue,	 Large	 Heath	 and	Welsh	
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Clearwing	 across	 various	 sites	 in	 North	 Wales.	 Naturally,	 detailed	 work	 plans	 on	
butterflies	 and	moths	 are	 bound	 to	 be	made	 and/	 or	 change	 at	 short	 notice	 due	 to	
variations	in	weather	and	in	flight	seasons.	However,	if	you	would	like	to	get	involved	in	
work	on	a	particular	species,	or	want	to	know	what	 I	am	planning	to	do	 in	your	area,	
please	do	get	in	touch).	(jpschera@butterfly-conservation.org).		
	Finally,	if	you	are	wondering	why	people	placed	my	Welsh	accent	up	North,	I	think	there	
are	two	reasons:	Firstly,	the	Welsh	you	learn	in	class	is	close	to	written	Welsh,	as	is	North	
Walian	 conversational	 Welsh;	 secondly,	 I	 speak	 Welsh	 with	 a	 German	 accent.	 Being	
unable	 to	 place	my	 accent	 but	 quite	 sure	 of	 it	 being	 non-English,	 people	 jumped	 to	
conclusions.	
	(Photo	of	Grizzled	Skipper	at	Wrexham	Industrial	Estate-	G.	Tordof)	
 

Home-made	Moth	Trap													
by	Malcolm Watling	
	

I	 have	 been	 recording	 Lepidoptera	 here	 in	 North	Wales	 for	 several	 years	 now,	 but	 it	
occurred	to	me	recently	that	nocturnal	moths	only	appear	on	my	lists	as	day	finds,	open	
window	entrants	or	road/pavement	kills.		My	teenage	collecting	days	in	the	1960s	in	leafy	
Surrey	 occasionally	 included	 successful	 overnight	 sessions	 with	 a	 cardboard	 box	
surmounted	by	a	light	bulb.		It	seemed	a	good	idea	to	try	again,	so	last	autumn	I	set	about	
building	a	better	version.	
The	 result	 is	 an	 imitation	 of	 the	 Robinson	 trap,	 originally	 square-shaped,	 for	 ease	 of		

construction	from	a	cardboard	carton	and	clear	polystyrene	
sheeting.		The	box	was	covered	with	plastic	refuse	bags	for	
waterproofing.		This	eventually	succumbed	to	the	rain	and	
is	now	replaced	with	an	old	washing	basket,	also	covered	
with	plastic.		The	whole	thing	is	held	together	with	strong	
sticky	 tape	 and	 coat-hanger	
wire.		The	only	expenditure	was	
for	a	Sylvania	UVA	lamp,	holder	
and	 cable.	 	 A	 rain	 guard	 of	

polystyrene	sheeting	is	fixed	to	the	wooden	bar.	
The	trap	does	seem	to	work,	but	the	time	of	year,	the	weather,	
the	glaring	street	lamp	behind	our	garden	and	being	210m	up	
in	Blaenau	Ffestiniog	have	so	far	meant	very	low	numbers.		On	
one	of	the	occasions	yielding	an	empty	trap,	a	Feathered	Thorn	was	sitting	out	 in	the	
alley	under	the	lamp	post.		On	another,	a	Scarce	Umber	was	sitting	on	our	front	door!		
2017	has,	so	far,	produced	a	Spring	Usher	and	a	Chestnut.	
Despite	 the	 low	 numbers,	 there	was	 enormous	 encouragement	when	 the	 trap’s	 sole	
occupant	one	night	in	the	autumn	was	a	Juniper	Carpet.		Previous	north	Wales	records	
had	only	been	in	the	north	east,	and	mine	turned	out	to	be	a	v-c48	record.			With	access	
to	a	couple	of	locations	at	the	edge	of	town,	I	look	forward	to	being	able	to	report	further	
finds	this	year.                                       (Photos	–	Malcolm	Watling) 
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The	Welsh	Garden	Moth	Scheme	

The	purpose	of	the	Garden	Moth	Scheme	(GMS)	is	to	try	to	
find	out	what’s	happening	to	our	common	garden	moths.	This	
is	particularly	relevant	since	the	Butterfly	Conservation	report	
“The	 State	 of	 Britain’s	 Larger	Moths”	 showed	 that	 a	 lot	 of	

common	moths	are	declining	in	Britain	as	a	whole.	
The	main	aim	of	the	GMS	is	to	coordinate	records	to	get	standardised	data	which	can	be	
used	 for	 future	 study.	 Scientists	 at	 Birmingham	 University	 have	 now	 published	 two	
papers	in	peer-reviewed	journals	using	the	GMS	data	to	analyse	the	effect	of	trap	and	
bulb	type	on	moth	catches,	and	effects	of	urbanization	on	our	moth	populations.	And	
one	 of	 our	 South	Wales	 recorders,	 John	Wilson,	 published	 a	 paper	 on	 the	 effect	 of	
climatic	conditions	on	moth	numbers.	
We	have	been	 recording	nationally	 for	10	years	now	and	have	around	300	 recorders	
throughout	the	British	Isles	-		last	year	42	from	Wales,	11	of	whom	were	in	North	Wales.		
This	means	that	we	can	use	the	data	to	compare	numbers	both	between	parts	of	the	
British	Isles	and	also,	with	somewhat	less	confidence	between,	say,	N	Wales	and	Wales	
as	a	whole.	
So,	 I	thought	 it	might	be	interesting	to	put	together	a	table	(Table	1	below)	of	the	20	
commonest	moths	recorded	through	GMS	in	N	Wales	and	compare	the	results	with	all-
Wales	numbers.	It	can	be	seen	that	the	two	commonest	species	in	Wales,	Large	Yellow	
Underwing	 and	 Heart	 and	 Dart	 were	 also	 commonest	 in	 the	 north,	 albeit	 in	 lower	
numbers.		But	some	species	such	as	Common	Rustic	agg.	and	Square-spot	Rustic	were	
found	in	higher	numbers	in	N	Wales.	
Table	1	Top	20	N	Wales	compared	with	all-Wales	2016	

Rank Common Name 
Mean per garden 

N Wales Wales 
1 Large Yellow Underwing 89.73 117.76 
2 Heart and Dart 45.73 64.48 
3 Common Rustic agg. 26.00 16.12 
4 Flame Shoulder 22.55 27.95 
5 Common Quaker 22.45 25.67 
6 Square-spot Rustic 19.73 15.19 
7 Dark Arches 19.36 17.64 
8 Light Brown Apple Moth 19.09 23.29 
9 Lesser Broad-bordered Yellow Underwing 18.27 17.93 

10 Brimstone Moth 18.18 24.86 
11 Hebrew Character 15.55 31.79 
12 Uncertain/Rustic agg. 14.82 14.74 
13 Riband Wave 14.73 14.33 
14 Lesser Yellow Underwing 12.55 11.17 
15 Common Marbled Carpet 12.00 21.57 
16 Setaceous Hebrew Character 11.82 16.95 
17 Flounced Rustic 11.18 8.55 
18 Small Square-spot 10.91 14.98 
19 Silver Y 10.73 11.86 
20 Clouded Drab 10.45 14.17 
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There	 is	 also	 scope	 to	 look	 at	 changes	 in	 numbers	 through	 time.	 Like	 any	 long-term	
dataset	the	more	sets	of	results	the	more	statistically	significant	the	results	so	with	11	
sets	of	results	in	N	Wales	last	year	and	just	6	in	2015	any	conclusions	will	be	tentative	
but	it’s	still	interesting	to	see	how	the	various	species	did	from	one	year	to	another.	
Table	2	below	shows	the	Top	20	again,	with	comparisons	between	the	two	years	in	terms	
of	rankings,	in	the	first	column,	and	percentage	increase	or	decrease	in	the	last	column.	
Starting	with	rankings,	as	expected,	in	both	years	Large	Yellow	Underwing	was	top	and	
Heart	and	Dart	 in	 the	top	3.	But	Square-spot	Rustic	 rose	24	places	 to	No.6,	and	Light	
Brown	Apple	Moth	rose	from	25	to	8.	On	the	other	hand	Buff	Footman	had	been	in	5th	
place	in	2015,	due	to	a	big	catch	in	one	garden,	but	was	down	to	No.70	with	only	2.7	
moths	per	garden	in	2016.	
Of	the	20	species	in	the	table,	9	increased	and	11	decreased	since	2015.	Brimstone	Moth,	
Square-spot	Rustic	and	Silver	Y	all	increased	by	around	90%	whereas	the	spring	moths	
Hebrew	Character	and	Clouded	Drab	 showed	big	 reductions	as	 to	a	 lesser	extent	did	
Common	Quaker.		
	
Table	2	North	Wales	results	for	2015	and	2016	
	

Rank Common Name 
Mean per garden % 

increase/ 
decrease 2016 2015 

1 (1) Large Yellow Underwing 89.73 75.83 18.32 
2 (3) Heart and Dart 45.73 46.17 -0.95 
3 (6) Common Rustic agg. 26.00 33.83 -23.15 
4 (9) Flame Shoulder 22.55 27.17 -17.01 
5 (4) Common Quaker 22.45 37.83 -40.65 
6 (30) Square-spot Rustic 19.73 10.33 90.91 
7 (8) Dark Arches 19.36 28.67 -32.45 
8 (25=) Light Brown Apple Moth 19.09 10.83 76.22 
9 (15) Lesser Broad-bordered Yellow Underwing 18.27 19.67 -7.09 
10 (35) Brimstone Moth 18.18 9.17 98.35 
11 (2) Hebrew Character 15.55 51.17 -69.62 
12 (18=) Uncertain/Rustic agg. 14.82 16.33 -9.28 
13 (37=) Riband Wave 14.73 8.83 66.72 
14 (25=) Lesser Yellow Underwing 12.55 10.83 15.80 
15 (17) Common Marbled Carpet 12.00 17.50 -31.43 
16 (45=) Setaceous Hebrew Character 11.82 7.33 61.16 
17 (51=) Flounced Rustic 11.18 6.50 72.03 
18 (16) Small Square-spot 10.91 19.00 -42.58 
19 (57=) Silver Y 10.73 5.67 89.30 
20 (7) Clouded Drab 10.45 30.67 -65.91 

	
We	 are	 always	 looking	 for	 new	 recorders	 so	 if	 you’d	 like	 to	 take	 part	 contact	me	 at	
norman@enviro-consulting.com,	preferably	before	the	recording	season	starts	in	early	
March.	
	

Norman Lowe 
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North 	
Wales  
Branch 

 
 
If you live in the region and are a member of Butterfly Conservation 
you automatically become a member of the North Wales branch. 
 
You can find the Butterfly Conservation North Wales branch page at 
butterfly-conservation.org/304/north-wales-branch.html 
 
Visit the site to find out about your local branch and to……   
• learn more about our North Wales reserve at Eyarth Rocks  
• view previous branch newsletters 
• discover recommended places for seeing butterflies 
• read the latest news from Butterfly Conservation 

 

And	-	if	you	have	any	questions	to	ask	or	information		
to	pass	on	-	use	the	contact	option	there.	

	
	

Another	way	to	contact	the	branch	and	other		
members	is	through	our	Facebook	group	at…	

www.facebook.com/groups/277847912412601/	
	

	
The	Facebook	group	is	a	good	place	to	share		

your	sightings	and	communicate	with	other	members.	
	

If	not	a	member	why	not	join,	so	that	you	too	can	….	
• post	your	sightings	of	butterflies	and	moths	
• ask	for	help	with	species	identification	
• keep	up-to-date	with	your	local	events			
• share	interesting	Lepidoptera-related	news	
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Butterfly	and	Moth	Events	2017	
	

Friday	31st	March	7.30pm	
The	Decline	of	Butterflies	

By	 rearing	 (and	 releasing)	 thousands	 of	 red	 admiral	 butterflies	 and	 other	 nettle-feeders	 over	many	
years,	Ray	Sandiford	has	developed	a	deep	understanding	of	our	commoner	butterflies	through	his	own	
research.	Here	he	will	give	his	own	insights	into	possible	reasons	for	their	decline.	
Suggested	donation:	£3.	
Held	at	Pensychnant	Conservation	Centre	
A	Pensychnant	Conservation	Centre	Event	

	

Monday	3rd	April	8pm	Moth	Group	Meeting	at	Pensychnant	
An	informal	meeting	of	North	Wales	Moth-ers	and	natural	history	enthusiasts.	All	welcome.	

	

Saturday	8th	April	10am	–	4pm	
Butterfly	Identification	Course	

Jan	Miller	will	lead	this	course,	especially	tailored	to	learning	to	identify	the	37	species	of	butterfly	in	
North	Wales,	 their	 food	plants,	 and	 their	 conservation	 issues.	 There	will	 be	an	emphasis	on	 survey	
methods	by	ad	hoc	recording,	transects	and	the	Wider	Butterfly	Countryside	Survey,	to	which	you	will	
be	encouraged	to	contribute,	and	the	day	will	finish	with	a	first	run	at	our	new-for-2017	transect.	
Booking	is	advised	for	this	full	day	including	Jan’s	FSC	style	guide	to	the	Butterflies	of	North	Wales.	
Suggested	donation	£10.	
Held	at	Pensychnant	Conservation	Centre	
A	Pensychnant	Conservation	Centre	Event	

	

Monday	10th	April	2pm	
Search	for	Belted	Beauty	(presumed	extinct)	

The	 annual	 search	 of	Morfa	 Conwy	 for	 the	 Belted	 Beauty,	 not	 seen	 at	 this	 site	 since	 2012.	 It	 isn't	
completely	pointless.	If	we	find	a	Belted	Beauty	it	will	be	national	news	and	if	we	don't	find	it,	Julian	
Thompson	wants	to	make	it	national	news.	No	species	should	be	allowed	to	go	extinct	in	Wales	without	
anyone	even	noticing.	Followed	by	moth	trapping	at	night	if	the	weather	is	clement.		
Led	by	Julian	Thompson.	
Meet	at	Beacons	Car	Park,	near	Conwy	Marina	(GR:	SH773791)	
A	Pensychnant	Conservation	Centre	Event	

	

Tuesday	25th	April	2pm	
Ashworth's	Rustic	Caterpillar	Hunt	

Ashworth's	Rustic	is	Pensychnant's	claim	to	mothy	notoriety.	Endemic	to	the	mountains	of	North	Wales,	
it	has	lured	lepidopterists	to	Sychnant	since	it	was	first	discovered	here	in	1881.	However,	its	caterpillars	
remain	elusive	and	its	food	plants	are	uncertain.	Help	search.	The	more	eyes	the	better.		
Led	by	Julian	Thompson.	
Meet	at	Pensychnant	Conservation	Centre	
A	Pensychnant	Conservation	Centre	Event	
	

Monday	1st	May	8pm	Moth	Group	Meeting	at	Pensychnant	
An	informal	meeting	of	North	Wales	Moth-ers	and	natural	history	enthusiasts.	All	welcome.	
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Sunday	28th	May	2pm	
Aberduna	Quarry	Butterfly	Search	

Butterfly	Hunt!	A	joint	event	with	the	Clwydian	Branch	of	NWWT	to	walk	Aberduna	reserve	and	discover	
the	reasons	behind	butterfly	transect	recording	and	how	local	people	can	get	involved.	
Contact:	Mark	Hughes	07800	771570	
Meet	at	Aberduna	quarry	offices	carpark,	
off	Gwernymynydd	to	Maeshafn	Road,	CH7	5JX	(GR:	SJ205616)	
A	Butterfly	Conservation	North	Wales	Branch	and	NWWT	Clwydian	Branch	Event	

	

Monday	5th	June	8pm	Moth	Group	Meeting	at	Pensychnant	
An	informal	meeting	of	North	Wales	Moth-ers	and	natural	history	enthusiasts.	All	welcome.	

	

Friday	9th	June	8.30pm-11.30pm	
Nightjars	and	Nightlife	

Walk	in	the	fading	light	along	forestry	tracks	to	see	birds,	plants	and	other	wildlife	before	entering	the	
Cors	Bodgynydd	reserve	to	hopefully	hear	and	see	Nightjars.	Then	view	the	moths	attracted	to	Julian’s	
light	trap.	Bring	a	torch	and	midge	protection!	
Booking	essential	–	Contact	Mark	Sheridan	01492	583820	
Meet	at	Gwydyr	Forest,	Cyffty	Mine	Car	Park	(GR:	SH773588)	
A	NWWT	Conwy	Valley	Branch	and	Pensychnant	Event	

	

Saturday	10th	June	12.30pm-4pm	
Transect	Recording	Workshop	

For	the	first	time,	we	are	running	a	butterfly	recording	workshop	and	a	field	work	session.	It	will	be	led	
by	Victor	Hitchings	who	has	studied	butterflies	across	the	world,	and	runs	the	Mynydd	Marian	transect.	
The	event	will	include	an	introduction	to	weekly	butterfly	transects	(Pollard	walks),	data	input,	UKBMS	
processing	and	analysis	(a	synopsis),	UKBMS	Results,	The	Wider	Countryside	Butterfly	Survey	(WCBS)	
[squares],	Reduced	effort	surveys	{egg	counts,	larval	counts	etc)		
and	field	work	(real-life	recording	on	Mynydd	Marian).	
Prompt	start.	There	will	be	a	coffee	break	during	the	event.	
The	field	work,	will	be	weather	dependent.	Please	bring	stout	footwear.	
Held	at	Llysfaen	Village	Hall,	Dolwen	Road,	Colwyn	Bay,	Clwyd,	LL29	8SS	
A	Butterfly	Conservation	North	Wales	Branch	Event	

	

Saturday	17th	June	11pm	
Argent	and	Sable	Search	

The	Argent	and	Sable	is	a	scarce	moth	and	has	striking	colours.	Join	Andrew	Graham	to	search	for	this	
moth.	Bring	lunch	/	stout	footwear.	The	walk	is	less	than	a	mile	along	possibly	wet	paths	and	tracks.	
Meet	at	Car	Park	at	SH762604	by	Llyn	Geirionydd.		
A	Butterfly	Conservation	North	Wales	Branch	Event	
	

Friday	23rd	June	9.30pm-11.30pm	
Glow-worms	and	Moths	

A	night	walk	on	the	edge	of	the	Great	Orme	to	learn	about	and	see	these	fascinating	beetles	that	glow	
in	the	dark.	Julian	Thompson	will	have	moth	traps	too.	Bring	a	torch	/	prepare	for	uneven	paths/steps.	
Booking	essential	–	Contact	Mark	Sheridan	01492	583820	
Meet	at	Pump	House	Shelter,	West	Shore,	Llandudno	(GR:	SH770822)	
A	NWWT	Conwy	Valley	Branch	and	Pensychnant	Event	
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Sunday	25th	June	10.30am-	3pm	
Great	Orme	Butterfly	Survey	

Sally	Pidcock,	Warden	of	the	Great	Orme	Country	Park,	will	lead	us	along	their	Butterfly	Transect	route.	
As	 well	 as	 butterflies	 (including	 the	 Orme’s	 Silver-studded	 Blues	 and	 Graylings),	 we	 will	 see	 other	
wildlife	and	learn	more	about	the	history	and	conservation	of	this	iconic	landmass.		A	strenuous	walk	
with	very	steep	and	rough	terrain.	Bring	lunch/drinks/be	prepared	for	all	weathers	/	stout	footwear!	
Booking	essential	–	Contact	Mark	Sheridan	01492	583820	
Meet	at	Great	Orme	Country	Park	Visitors	Centre	(GR:	SH766833)	
A	NWWT	Conwy	Valley	Branch	and	Conwy	Council	Event	

	

Monday	4th	July	8pm	Moth	Group	Meeting	at	Pensychnant	
An	informal	meeting	of	North	Wales	Moth-ers	and	natural	history	enthusiasts.	All	welcome.	
	

Sunday	16th	July	2pm	
Marford	Quarry	Walk	

Joint	Meeting	with	NWWT.	Hopefully	we	will	see	Silver	Washed	Fritillaries	and	White	Letter	
Hairstreaks,	as	well	as	Orchids	and	Wild	Liquorice.		
Led	by	Simon	Mills.	
Marford	Quarry	Springfield	Lane	QSJ	3572	5634,	come	into	the	Reserve	and	park	in	the	siding.	
A	Butterfly	Conservation	North	Wales	Branch	and	NWWT	Wrexham	Branch	Event	

	

Monday	7th	August	Moth	8pm	Group	Meeting	at	Pensychnant	
Monday	4th	September	8pm	Moth	Group	Meeting	at	Pensychnant	
Monday	2nd	October	8pm	Moth	group	Meeting	at	Pensychnant	

Informal	meetings	of	North	Wales	Moth-ers	and	natural	history	enthusiasts.	All	welcome.	
	

Saturday	7th	October	10.30am	–	4.15pm	

North	Wales	Branch	AGM/Members’	Day	
	(See	page	16	for	full	details)	

	

Saturday	14th	October	10.30am	–	12.30pm		
National	Moth	Night	

National	Moth	Night,	the	annual	celebration	of	moths	and	moth	recording,	is	a	fantastic	opportunity	
to	learn	about	the	wonderful	world	of	moths.		
The	theme	for	this	year	is	‘Ivy’.	Many	moths	in	autumn	nectar	on	their	flowers,	and	other	moths’	
larvae	feed	on	their	leaves.		
We	will	have	moths	that	have	come	to	our	light	trap	to	look	at.		
If	you	want	to	find	out	more	about	moth	trapping	and	recording,	please	come	along.	
Held	at	Pensychnant	Conservation	Centre	
A	Pensychnant	Conservation	Centre	Event	
	

Monday	6th	November	8pm	Moth	Group	Meeting	at	Pensychnant	
Monday	4th	December	8pm	Moth	Group	Meeting	at	Pensychnant	

Informal	meetings	of	North	Wales	Moth-ers	and	natural	history	enthusiasts.	All	welcome.	
	

.	
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North	Wales	Branch	AGM/Members’	Day	
Saturday	7th	October	2017	

at	Pensychnant	Conservation	Centre	
	
Once	again	we	have	three	excellent	speakers	lined	up.		Stephen	Palmer	is	an	expert	on	
our	micro	Lepidoptera	who,	with	his	wife	Carolyn,	runs	the	Gelechiid	Recording	Scheme.		
To	appreciate	the	sheer	variety	and	biodiversity	within	the	order	Lepidoptera	you	have	
to	get	to	grips	with	the	micro	moths	and	Stephen’s	talk	will	be	an	entertaining	place	to	
start.		By	contrast,	Vic	Hitchings	is	a	Branch	Member	whose	career	has	taken	him	(and	his	
passion	for	butterflies!)	to	many	exotic	parts	of	the	globe.		Having	always	found	time	to	
become	acquainted	with	the	local	Lepidoptera	he	will	share	some	of	his	experiences	with	
us.		Zoë	Randle	needs	no	introduction	as	she	is	well	known	as	Butterfly	Conservation’s	
Survey’s	Officer	and	for	her	work	coordinating	the	National	Moth	Recording	scheme	and	
Wider	Countryside	Butterfly	Survey.	
	

Programme	
10.30	am		Arrival	and	Tea/Coffee	
	

11.00	am		Brief	AGM	
	

11.30	am		Think	Small!	Micro	Moths	and	Their	Recording							Stephen	Palmer	
	

Stephen	will	introduce	us	to	the	fascinating	world	of	micro	moths.	
	

12.30	–	2.00	pm	Lunch			Please	bring	a	packed	lunch.	
	

2.00	pm		Around	the	World	in	Eighty	Butterflies							Vic	Hitchings	
	

Vic	takes	us	on	a	journey	from	51	degrees	north	to	32	degrees	south	to	discover	some	of	
the	exotic	and	tropical	butterflies	he	has	encountered	during	a	career	in	the	oil	industry.	
	

3.00	–	3.15		Tea	and	coffee	
	

3.15		The	National	Moth	Recording	Scheme						Zoë	Randle	
	

Zoë	will	talk	about	her	work	for	Butterfly	Conservation	coordinating	the	NMRS.	
	

4.15	pm	(approx)	Close	
	

VENUE:			Pensychnant	Conservation	Centre,	Sychnant	Pass,	Conwy,	LL32	8BJ	
Pensychnant	is	at	the	top	of	the	Sychnant	Pass,	
2½	miles	from	Conwy	or	Penmaenmawr	on	the	North	Wales	coast.	
Grid	Reference:	SH752770	(OS	Landranger	Map	115)	
	
For	further	Information	please	visit	the	website:	www.pensychnant.co.uk	
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BUTTERFLY 
CONSERVATION 
NORTH WALES 

BRANCH 
        
STATEMENT OF INCOME AND EXPENDITURE FOR THE YEAR ENDING 31ST MARCH 2017 
        
        

Income     
2016-
2017 

2015-
2016  

        
Membership    1554.00 1443.00  
Donations    133.19 76.68  
Sponsorship     1422.08  
Input VAT    1.60   
Refund of bank charges    6.07  
        
Total Income    £1,688.79 £2,947.83  
        
        

Expenditure    
2016-
2017 

2015-
2016  

        
Newsletter  - Printing   449.11 896.78  
Newsletter  - Mailing   203.14 331.31  
Room Hire    20.00 20.00  
Wales Funding Pot   1000.00 1,000.00  
Groundworks (Eyarth Rocks)   1,110.00  
Land Lease at Eyarth Rocks  150.00 150.00  
AGM  - Room Hire / Catering / Mailing / speakers 178.07 127.33  
VAT     237.01 362.78  
Bank Charge     2.56  
PAT 
test     30.00   
        
Total 
Expenditure    £2,267.33 £4,000.76  
        
Balance for Year    -578.54 -1,052.73  
Cash Funds last year end   2,953.43 4,006.16  
        
Cash funds this year end   £2,374.89 £2,953.43  
        
        
Compiled	by	Bob	Lee	(Treasurer)		
(with	no	expectation	of	change	before	publication).		
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Butterflies	of	Mynydd	Marian		
by	Vic Hitchings 	
Mynydd	Marian	 is	 a	 Local	Nature	Reserve	 (LNR)	and	Site	of	 Special	 Scientific	 Interest	
(SSSI)	 on	 the	 edge	 of	 the	 village	 of	 Llysfaen,	 east	 of	 Colwyn	 Bay.	 [Map	 reference	
SH891774	].	The	site	is	a	low	Carboniferous	Limestone	ridge	and	is	part	of	a	range	which	
extends	from	Prestatyn	to	Anglesey.	Historically,	fields	capable	of	growing	crops	were	
ploughed	but	because	the	soils	of	Mynydd	Marian	are	so	thin,	they	were	grazed	by	sheep,	
geese	and	possibly	cattle.	The	southern	side	of	the	ridge	was	quarried	until	the	late	19th	
century.	The	latter	provide	an	important	habitat	because	of	its	relatively	sheltered	aspect	
and	complex	topography.			
		
Butterfly	transect	walks	were	initiated	over	Mynydd	Marian	in	2005,	however	data	prior	
to	mid-2014	is	patchy.	Data	obtained	from	the	walks	was	submitted	on	a	weekly	basis	to	
the	United	Kingdom	Butterfly	Monitoring	Scheme	(UKBMS)	by	Conwy	County	Borough	
Council	until	2014.	Since	then	the	data	has	been	input	by	the	recorder.	The	total	walk	
length	is	1.74	km,	consists	of	eight	sections	and	has	an	altitude	range	of	35	m.			
 

In	 2016	nineteen	walks	were	 recorded	 and	 the	data	 set	was	 considered	 sufficient	 to	
provide	a	‘baseline’	report	using	the	most	recent	and	historical	data	for	the	site.	During	
this	 period	 one	 thousand	 six	 hundred	 and	 three	 (1603)	 individual	 butterflies	 were	
recorded	 belonging	 to	 twenty-five	 species	 (25).	 In	 2016,	 in	 a	 season	 of	 24	 recorded	
weeks,	 one	 thousand	 seven	 hundred	 and	 seventy-three	 (1773)	 individual	 butterflies	
were	recorded	belonging	to	twenty-three	species	(23).	
 
Histogram	 of	 total	 numbers	 of	 butterflies	 counted	 per	week.	 Red	 line	 is	 the	moving	
average	(period	2)	of	the	numbers		
	

Two	peaks	can	be	seen	in	the	number	
counts.	 The	 first,	 Weeks	 8	 to	 12,	 is	
heavily	 influenced	 by	 the	 Silver	
Studded	Blues.	The	second,	Weeks	15	
to	 21,	 reflects	 the	 Ringlet,	 Meadow	
Brown	and	Gatekeeper	seasons.		
		
Analysis	 of	 the	 number	 of	 individual	
butterflies	and	the	number	of	species	
recorded	 shows	 that	 there	 is	 a	 clear	
preference	 for	 the	 south	 side	 of	 the	
hill,	 where	 the	 temperatures	 are	
higher	than	the	exposed	northern	side	
or	the	summit	of	the	ridge.		
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Twenty-seven	 species	 of	 butterflies	 have	 been	 recorded	 on	 Mynydd	 Marian,	
representing	 over	 80%	 of	 the	 butterfly	 species	 found	 in	 North	Wales.	 The	 site	 is	 an	
important	one	for	butterflies	in	North	Wales	as	it	hosts	five	of	the	sixteen	species	that	
have	been	given	country-level	(conservation)	priority	in	Wales.	These	species,	classified	
as	Vulnerable	(VU)	under	the	IUCN	Red	List	Categories	and	Criteria,	are	the	Dingy	Skipper,	
Silver	Studded	Blue,	Wall	Brown,	Grayling	and	the	Small	Heath.		
The	Silver	Studded	Blue	Plebejus	argus	is	of	particular	interest	as	it	was	introduced	to	the	
area	by	A.J.	Marchant	in	1942	from	the	Great	Orme	and	is	the	subspecies	caernensis	‘the	
Great	Orme	subspecies’.		
		

 

						 	 

 

	 
Underside	of	male		
Silver	Studded	Blue		

Female		
Silver	Studded	Blue	 

		
Silver	Studded	Blues	are	almost	predominantly	found	in	the	old	quarry	sections	on	the	
south	side	of	the	site	(Sections	7	and	9	in	the	transect).	 In	2016,	543	individuals	were	
counted	in	580	m	of	the	walk.	The	highest	numbers	were	seen	in	Week	12	(17th	to	23rd	
June)	with	a	first	appearance	in	Week	9	(27th	May	to	2nd	June)	and	last	appearance	in	
Week	18	(29th	July	to	4th	August).																																																																												
	
A	review	of	the	habitat	
management	recommendations	
for	maintaining	the	grassland	
populations	suggests	that	mowing	
or	controlled	grazing	is	required	to	
sustain	the	butterfly	populations	at	
Mynydd	Marian.	This	outcome	has	
been	conveyed	to	Conwy	County	
Council	Countryside	Services	and	is	
being	acted	upon.																																																																																																												
																																																																																																																					Histogram	of	the	number	of	Silver	Studded	Blues	per	week		
																																																																																																																																								on	the	Mynydd	Marian	Transect	
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List	of	Butterfly	Species	found	on	Mynydd	Marian	
Small	 Skipper,	 Large	 Skipper,	 Dingy	 Skipper,	 Grizzled	 Skipper	 (x	 -	 believed	 to	 be	 a	
misidentified	Mother	Shipton	moth).	
Brimstone,	Large	White,	Small	White,	Green-veined	White,	Orange	Tip.	
Green	Hairstreak,	Small	Copper,	Silver	Studded	Blue’	Brown	Argus,	Common	Blue,	Holly	
Blue,	 Red	 Admiral,	 Painted	 Lady,	 Small	 Tortoiseshell,	 Peacock,	 Comma,	 Dark	 Green	
Fritillary	 (x	 –	 recorded	 in	 2015),	 Speckled	Wood,	Wall	 Brown,	 Grayling,	 Gatekeeper,	
Meadow	Brown,	Small	Heath,	Ringlet.	
x	=	not	recorded	in	the	transects	of	2016	
	

References																																																								
Hitchings,	V.H.	2016	Mynydd	Marian	Butterfly	Transect	Walks	2015.	132	pages	
(Report)		
UK	Butterfly	Monitoring	Site:	http://www.ukbms.org/		
Mynydd	Marian	on	the	UKBMS	Site:	
http://www.ukbms.org/SiteFactsheet.aspx?siteId=3061		
	(Photos	–	Vic	Hitchings)	
	

Eyarth	Rocks	Reserve		
by	Russel Hobson	
It	was	a	treat	this	year	to	be	on	the	reserve	in	early	June.	As	well	as	a	battered	Pearl-
bordered	 Fritillary	 still	 flying,	 it	 was	 fantastic	 to	 see	 the	 abundant	 display	 of	 Greater	
Butterfly	Orchids.	The	Early	Purple	Orchids	in	May	have	also	put	on	a	great	showing	the	
past	few	years.	They	do	seem	to	respond	well	to	the	management	that	 is	being	done,	

particularly	the	opening	of	the	ride	below	the	
cliffs.	
Management	 activity	 has	 continued	 through	
our	regular	contractor,	Richard	Jones.	A	dense	
thicket	 of	 blackthorn	 was	 cleared	 from	 the	
south	west	corner	of	the	limestone	pavement,	
exposing	a	Field	Maple,	which	has	been	left.		
The	other	focus	of	work	has	been	the	glades	
along	 the	 east	 side	 of	 the	 pavement.	 These	
were	 becoming	 impenetrable	 with	 bramble	
and	 scrub	 growing	 through	 dense	 bracken.	

Over	the	 last	two	summers	these	areas	have	been	cut	and	as	many	of	the	saplings	as	
possible	treated	so	they	won’t	re-grow.	The	work	is	funded	by	Natural	Resources	Wales	
with	contributions	from	the	Branch	and	Butterfly	Conservation	Head	Office. 
 
So	how	has	the	Pearl-bordered	Fritillary	been	doing?	Since	2007	there	has	been	a	regular	
timed	count,	in	most	years	following	a	fixed	route	around	the	reserve.	This	gives	a	figure	
of	number	of	adults	per	hour	and	is	comparable	with	the	other	Wales	sites.		
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So,	while	it	 looks	like	after	
a	 fantastic	 2014	 numbers	
have	 dropped	 off.	 This	 is	
partly	 weather	 during	 the	
flight	 period	 over	 the	 last	
two	 years	 but	 also	 that	
only	 one	 reliable	 count	 is	
done	every	year	so	we	are	
never	 sure	 if	 it	 has	 been	
done	 at	 the	 peak	 flight	
period.	 It	 is	 still	 an	
excellent	 place	 to	 see	
Pearl-bordered	 Fritillary	 in	
good	 numbers	 and	 worth	
the	hike.	

 
	
The	reserve	is	also	a	popular	place	for	students	to	do	their	research	projects.	Five	projects	
have	been	completed	 in	the	 last	 few	years	 looking	at	a	wide	range	of	things	from	the	
botany	of	the	grikes	(the	cracks	in	the	limestone	pavement),	work	on	snail	abundance	
and	the	impact	of	bird	strike	on	reptiles	using	plasticine	replicas	of	lizards	and	snakes!	
		
If	 you	 would	 like	 to	 help	 with	 monitoring	 of	 the	 Pearl-bordered	 Fritillary	 or	 other	
elements	on	the	site	please	contact:	Russel	Hobson	rhobson@butterfly-conservation.org	

	
Look	out	for….	

……the	Cistus	Forester	(Adscita	geryon)	moth	
if	 you	 are	 going	 to	 see	 the	 Silver-studded	
Blues	 on	 the	 Great	 Orme.	 This	 male	 was	
attracted	 to	 Julian	 Thompson’s	 pheromone	
lure,	(supplied	by	Canterbury	University).	He	
was	testing	to	see	if	it	worked	with	the	Cistus	
Forester,	in	preparation	for	surveying	sites	for	
the	Forester	 (Adscita	statices)	moth.	As	can	
be	seen	it	worked	well!		Julian	then	tried	the	
lure	 at	 sites	 with	 previous	 sightings	 of	 the	
Forester,	but	unfortunately,	none	were	seen.		

              Mark Sheridan 
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Why	not	make	your	nature	walk	count?					
by	Rob Booth		
With	a	respectful	nod	to	beekeepers	and	moth	trappers	everywhere,	butterflies	are	the	
UK’s	most	 loved	 and	 studied	 type	 of	 insect.	 	 Their	 variety,	 colour,	 gentle	 nature,	 and	
sudden	appearance	when	 the	weather	 turns	 fine	have	 inspired	 scientists,	 artists,	 and	
children	 for	 centuries.	 In	 that	 context,	 they	 are	 fast	 becoming	 the	 ‘canaries	 in	 the	

coalmine’	 of	 the	 invertebrate	 world	 by	
representing	 the	 general	 health,	 or	
otherwise,	of	our	environment.		
The	influential	‘State	of	the	UK’s	Butterflies	
2015’	 report,	 produced	 by	 Butterfly	
Conservation	 (BC),	 stated	 that	 “overall,	
76%	 of	 the	 UK’s	 resident	 and	 regular	
migrant	butterfly	species	declined	in	either	
abundance	 or	 occurrence	 (or	 both)	 over	

the	 past	 four	 decades.”	 2016	was	 another	 shockingly	 bad	 year;	 results	 from	BC’s	 Big	
Butterfly	Count	saw	the	lowest	number	of	butterflies	per	count	since	the	scheme	began.	
That’s	even	 lower	 than	 those	 recorded	during	 the	cold	and	wet	summer	of	2012,	 the	
worst	year	on	record	for	UK	butterflies.	These	falls	come	despite	the	summer	of	2016	
being	warmer	than	average	and	relatively	dry.	
So,	what	are	the	main	causes	of	these	declines?	The	usual	suspects	of	habitat	destruction	
and	 deterioration,	 mostly	 down	 to	 intensification	 of	 agriculture	 and	 inappropriate	
development,	are	to	blame.	It	should	also	be	noted	that	these	declines	aren’t	just	bad	for	
butterflies;	 birds	 such	 as	 Pied	 flycatcher	
time	 their	 breeding	 to	 coincide	 with	 the	
peak	 emergence	 of	 caterpillars	 in	 the 
spring	 to	 feed	 their	young.	We	also	know	
that	 they	are	 important	pollinators	of	our	
native	wildflowers.		
With	 these	 figures	 in	 mind,	 NWWT	 have	
been	contributing	 to	 the	growing	body	of	
evidence	 that	our	populations	of	 resident	
and	migrant	 butterflies	 are	 in	 peril.	With	
thanks	 to	 some	 dedicated	 volunteers,	
weekly	butterfly	transects	at	our	3	limestone	grassland	nature	reserves	near	Llandudno	
were	undertaken	during	favourable	weather	conditions.	Brief	highlights	included	Brown	
Argus	and	Dingy	Skippers	at	Bryn	Pydew,	Dark	Green	Fritillary	and	Silver-studded	Blues	
at	 Gogarth,	 and	 Grayling	 and	 Holly	 Blues	 at	 Rhiwledyn.	 Continuing	 to	 monitor	 their	
occurrence	and	abundance	will	inform	our	reserve	management	and	contribute	to	the	
national	picture	in	the	future.	
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Transect	Routes	
	

							 																							 																										 	
																Rhiwledyn																																															Bryn	Pydew																																															Gogarth	
	

Total	Sightings	2017	 Rhiwledyn	 Bryn	Pydew	 Gogarth	
Small	Skipper	 1	 3	 2	
Large	Skipper	 2	 1	 5	
Dingy	Skipper	 2	 10	 0	
Brimstone	 1	 0	 0	
Large	White	 24	 6	 7	
Small	White	 8	 7	 9	
Green-veined	White	 10	 3	 3	
Orange	Tip	 3	 1	 0	
Small	Copper	 1	 0	 1	
Silver-studded	Blue	 9	 0	 713	
Brown	Argus	 8	 7	 37	
Common	Blue	 34	 6	 15	
Holly	Blue	 5	 2	 7	
Small	Tortoiseshell	 1	 0	 1	
Red	Admiral	 0	 11	 0	
Painted	Lady	 0	 3	 2	
Peacock	 3	 1	 2	
Comma	 2	 2	 0	
Dark	Green	Fritillary	 0	 0	 19	
Speckled	Wood	 28	 62	 30	
Wall	Brown	 3	 0	 5	
Gatekeeper	/	Hedge	Brown	 22	 27	 28	
Meadow	Brown	 25	 68	 65	
Small	Heath	 13	 30	 14	
Ringlet	 0	 16	 18	

	 	 	 	
Total		 206	 266	 992	
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So	how	can	you	help?		
You	could	volunteer	to	walk	a	transect	at	one	or	more	of	our	nature	reserves;	a	transect	
can	take	as	little	as	15	minutes	but	must	be	done	when	the	weather	is	fair,	i.e.	warm,	dry,	
and	not	too	windy	(please	contact	the	relevant	reserves	officer	for	support).	
You	can		
Submit	any	casual	sightings,	both	common	and	rare,	to	Cofnod		(www.cofnod.org.uk	)	
Take	part	in	BC’s	Big	Butterfly	Count	(15	July	–	7	August	www.bigbutterflycount.org	
Make	your	garden	more	butterfly	friendly		
www.northwaleswildlifetrust.org.uk/sites/default/files/how_to_attract_butterflies.pdf		
	Look	at	‘State	of	the	UK’s	Butterflies	2015’	
butterfly-conservation.org/1643/the-state-of-britains-butterflies.html	
Investigate	monitoring	schemes	–	
	butterfly-conservation.org/110/recording-and-monitoring.html		
Use	Wildlife	gardening	guides	-	www.northwaleswildlifetrust.org.uk/what-we-
do/wildlife-gardening-project/what-wildlife-gardening/how-wildlife-garden-guides	
As	one	anonymous	poet	wrote	on	seeing	a	butterfly,		
“It’s	a	symbol	of	all	the	beauty	in	life.	Make	sure	you	do	it	no	harm.”	
	

Studying	the	moths	of	bird	nests			
by Douglas Boyes 

Bird	nests	are	pockets	of	highly	concentrated	resource	that	are	easily	exploited	by	
detritivore	invertebrates,	including	several	British	moth	species.	The	British	Trust	for	
Ornithology	recommends	that	the	contents	of	nest	boxes	are	cleaned	out	annually	to	
help	reduce	parasites	and	disease.	This	represents	an	excellent	opportunity	to	study	the	
invertebrate	communities	within	them.	Obviously	this	must	be	done	over	the	winter,	
once	the	birds	have	finished	breeding.	At	this	time	of	year,	any	moths	living	within	the	
nest	are	likely	to	be	in	the	larval	or	pupal	stage	and,	therefore,	the	material	should	be	
collected	and	kept	in	an	unheated	outbuilding	until	the	spring.	
I	first	reared	moths	from	bird	nests	in	2013	when	I	cleaned	out	four	nest	boxes	from	my	
garden.	Four	 species	emerged	 the	 following	May,	 including	19	specimens	of	Niditinea	
striolella,	which	was	 the	 first	 time	 the	species	had	been	seen	 in	North	Wales.	For	my	
undergraduate	 research	 project	 I	 went	 one	 step	 further,	 collecting	 over	 250	 nests!	 I	

sampled	 from	 seven	 sites	 in	 Montgomeryshire	
during	 January	2016.	Most	were	blue	tit	and	great	
tit,	but	I	also	had	some	pied	flycatcher,	redstart	and	
a	selection	of	species	that	nest	in	the	undergrowth.	
As	you	can	probably	imagine,	250	nests	take	up	an	
awful	 lot	 of	 space	 -	 they	 had	 to	 have	 their	 own	
dedicated	 shed!	 Each	 nest	 was	 stored	 in	 a	 plastic	
takeaway	container	and	was	secured	with	a	sheet	of	
muslin	 instead	of	a	 lid.	This	prevents	a	build-up	of	
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condensation	and	the	nests	rotting.	I	certainly	had	a	very	busy	summer;	identifying	and	
counting	the	4,657	moths	that	emerged!		
Three	quarters	of	nests	contained	moths,	with	single	nests	sometimes	supporting	over	
300	individuals!	When	compared	to	nests	in	bird	boxes,	open	nests	had	fewer	individuals	
and	 species,	 however,	 they	 did	 appear	 to	 host	 a	
slightly	 different	 community.	 Tinea	 semifulvella,	
for	 example,	 showed	 a	 distinct	 preference	 for	
these	open	nests.	 It	was	 interesting	to	note	that,	
while	 moth	 species	 that	 had	 life	 histories	
specialised	for	 living	 in	bird	nests	were	present,	 I	
found	 that	 the	 generalist	 detritivore	 species	
(Endrosis	 sarcitrella,	 Monopis	 laevigella	 and	
Hofmannophila	 pseudospretella)	 were	 the	 most	
abundant.	A	total	of	seven	moth	species	were	seen	in	the	project,	however,	there	were	
a	number	of	species	that	were	conspicuous	by	their	absence.	It	was	widely	thought	that	
the	common	clothes	moth,	Tineola	bisselliella,	occurs	in	bird	nests.	The	fact	that	none	
were	seen	during	this	study	adds	to	recent	research	that	suggests	the	species	does	not	
occur	naturally	in	Britain	and	is	restricted	to	human	habitations.	
 
Collecting	bird	nests	over	winter	is	an	extremely	easy	way	to	study	the	micro	moths	that	
live	within	them.	This	is	especially	useful	as	some	of	the	species	don't	readily	turn	up	in	
moth	traps	so	are	very	overlooked.	If	you	have	any	questions	about	my	project	or	about	
giving	it	a	go	yourself,	please	feel	free	to	get	in	touch.	I'd	also	be	very	interested	to	hear	
what	species	people	find	in	their	bird	nests,	if	they	do	give	it	a	go	(or	have	in	the	past). 
Douglas	Boyes,	www.douglasboyes.co.uk,	douglasboyes@gmail.com 
 

It’s	an	ill	wind…….  
by Jan Miller 
You	have	heard	with	alarm,	I	am	sure,	about	the	Colony	Collapse	Disorder	that	has	been	
affecting	honeybees	for	the	last	few	years,	and	how	that	can	affect	the	
pollination	of	one-third	of	the	crops	we	rely	on	for	food.	But	you	may	not	have	realised	
what	 a	 boost	 this	 has	 given	 to	 the	
conservation	of	our	butterflies!	 Even	with	
Brexit	meaning	we	will	have	precious	little	
funding	 for	 conservation	now	and	 for	 the	
foreseeable	 future,	 the	 Bee	 die-out	
problem	has	really	grabbed	the	public	and	
government	 attention	 more	 than	 all	 our	
decades	of	campaigning	for	butterflies.		
So	much	so	that	the	Welsh	Government	set	
up	 a	 ‘Pollinator	 Taskforce’	 and	 wrote	 an	
‘Action	Plan	for	Pollinators’	in	2012.	I	have	

The	4	Bee	Friendly	priorities:
Food	– providing	pollinator-friendly	food	
sources	in	your	area

Five	Star	accommodation	– providing	
places	for	insect	pollinators	to	live	

photo	credit:	©	Laura	Curry

Freedom	from	pesticides	and	herbicides	–
committing	to	avoid	chemicals	that	harm	
pollinators

Fun	– involving	all	the	community	and	
telling	people	why	you	are	helping	
pollinators.
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been	involved	with	this,	as	has	BC	Wales	Senior	Conservation	Officer	Russel	Hobson,	with	
volunteers	from	the	Beekeepers	Association,	Friends	of	the	Earth,	OPAL	and	other	people	
with	an	interest	in	insects.	Obviously	a	lot	of	nectar	sources	we	provide	for	bees	will	also	
benefit	many	butterflies,	and	a	me	and	a	colleague	from	the	Wildlife	Gardening	Forum,	
Marc	 Carlton	 (who	 knows	 a	 lot	more	 about	 our	 250	 species	 of	 wild	 bees	 than	 I	 do)		
worked	 together	on	 the	 recommended	plant	 list	 for	Wales.	 In	 this	way	 I	managed	 to	
finally	get	a	plantlist	that	includes	most	of	our	butterfly,	and	many	moth	species	larval	
foodplants!	
Recently	the	Pollinator	Taskforce	launched	a	‘Bee	Friendly(Wales)/	Caru	Gwenyn	
scheme,	where	Councils,	towns,	schools,	communities	and	landowners	can	apply	for	

‘Bee	Friendly’	accreditation.	This	means	they	can	put	
the	logo	on	their	town	signs	and	headed	paper	and	any	
marketing.	This	should	be	a	great	way	to	get	people	
doing	something	about	creating	wildlife	corridors	
without	having	to	have	financial	grants	etc.		You	can	
find	out	lots	more	on	the	Wales	Biodiversity	
Partnership	website	at;	
http://biodiversitywales.org.uk/Wales-Action-Plan-

for-Pollinators		
Conwy	 Borough	 Council	 were	 the	 first	 council	 in	Wales	 to	 receive	 their	 Bee	 Friendly	
accreditation	from	Iolo	Williams	in	February.	I	have	been	working	with	them	on	some	of	
their	many	conservation	projects	over	the	years,	and	was	their	local	‘Bee	Champion’	for	
this	scheme	and	ran	a	training	course	for	them.							
Get	involved!	Help	publicise	the	scheme	and	encourage	people	and	groups	you	know	
to	 sign	 up	 to	 the	 scheme.	 Tweet	 about	 Bee	 Friendly/Caru	 Gwenyn	 and	 share	
https://www.facebook.com/beefriendlywales/	
Become	a	Bee	Friendly	Champion	by	emailing	natureconservation@wales.gsi.gov.uk		
Jan	is	the	author	of	‘Gardening	for	Butterflies,	Bees	and	other	beneficial	insects’.	She	also	sells	many	of	
the	plants	on	her	website	www.7wells.co.uk	and	a	donation	from	profits	goes	to	local	butterfly	
conservation	projects.	Jan	will	be	running	a	training	course	in	how	to	identify	all	our	North	Wales	
Butterflies	at	Pensychnant	Conservation	Centre	on	8th	April	2017.	
	

------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
	
Many	thanks	to	everyone	who	has	contributed	to	this	year’s	newsletter.	
The	work	put	into	preparing	the	articles	is	very	much	appreciated.	
 
If	you	too	would	like	to	see	your	article	in	print,	the	next	newsletter	deadline	
will	 be	 28th	 February	 2018.	 I	 look	 forward	 to	 hearing	 from	 you	with	 your	
contribution!	
																																																																					Mark	Sheridan                                  	
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County	Butterfly	and	Moth	Recorders	
If	you	would	like	to	send	records	by	e-mail,	please	use	the	appropriate	recorders’	e-mail	
below.	Find	out	more	about	recording	by	going	to…	
http://butterfly-conservation.org/110/recording-and-monitoring.html	
To	see	records	of	North	Wales	butterflies	and	moths		
look	at	this	website	with	lists	compiled	by	Andrew	Graham…	
http://trawsgoed.com/NWLeps.aspx	
	

Butterfly	Recorders	
Montgomeryshire	VC47	
Douglas	Boyes,	Bridge	Cottage,	Middletown,	Welshpool,	Powys	SY21	8DG	
01938	570418	douglasboyes@gmail.com	
	

Merionethshire	VC48,	Caernarvonshire	VC49	and	Anglesey	VC52	
Andrew	Graham,	Trawscoed,	Llanuwchllyn,	Bala,	Gwynedd	LL23	7TD					
01678	540370			angrhm@globalnet.co.uk	
	

Denbighshire	VC50	and	Flintshire	VC51	
David	Hinde,	28	Fender	Way,	Pensby,	Wirral	CH61	9NR						
0151	648	3887			member@dhinde.freeserve.co.uk	
	

Moth	Recorders	
Montgomeryshire	VC47	(All	species)	
Peter	Williams,	"Pandy",	Commins	Coch,	Machynlleth,	Powys	SY20	8LG					
01650	511583			peterwilliams526@btinternet.com	
	

Merionethshire	VC48	and	Anglesey	VC52	(All	species)	
Andrew	Graham,	Trawscoed,	Llanuwchllyn,	Bala,	Gwynedd	LL23	7TD			
01678	540370		angrhm@globalnet.co.uk	
	

Caernarvonshire	VC49	(All	species)	
Julian	Thompson,	Pensychnant	Conservation	Centre,	Sychnant	Pass,	Conwy	LL32	8BJ			
01492	592595		jpt.pensychnant@btinternet.com	
	

Denbighshire	VC50	and	Flintshire	VC51	(Macro-moths)	
Justin	Williams,	The	Old	Orchard,	Sunnyridge	Ave,	Marford,	Wrexham	LL12	8TE		
01978	851381	northwalesmoths@hotmail.co.uk	
	

Denbighshire	VC50	(Micro-moths)	
Bryan	Formstone,	15	Beech	Avenue,	Gresford,	Wrexham	LL12	8EL			
01978	855174		bryanformstone@dsl.pipex.com	
	

Flintshire	VC51	(Micro-moths)	
Helen	Bantock,	101	Crouch	Hill,	London,	N8	9RD	
hbantock@yahoo.co.uk	
	
(To	check	which	Vice	County	(VC)	you’re	in	go	to		http://herbariaunited.org/gridrefVC/	)	
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Butterfly	Conservation	North	Wales	Branch	
Chairman	
Ilija	Vukomanovic			
01492	530752	
Ilijavuko@hotmail.com	
	
Secretary	
Julian	Thompson		
Pensychnant	Conservation	Centre,	Sychnant	Pass,	Conwy	LL32	8BJ			
01492	592595		
	jpt.pensychnant@btinternet.com	
	
Treasurer	
Bob	Lee		
15	Newton	Drive,	Buckley,	Flintshire	CH7	3EB	
01244	550993		
	
Membership	Secretary	and	Newsletter	Editor	
Mark	Sheridan	
01492	583820	
mark.sheridan.mgc@gmail.com	
	
Events	and	Publicity	Officer	
Ian	Gorton		
Llys	Tywi,	The	Oaks,	Rhyl,	Denbighshire,	LL18	4FD.		
Tel:	07966	154608	(mobile)		
iangorton180969@btinternet.com		
 
 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
Butterfly	Conservation	Wales	/	Gwarchod	Glöynnod	Byw	Cymru	
Russel	Hobson		
Head	of	Conservation	Wales	/	Pennaeth	Cadwraeth	Cymru	
Unit	4D	
Cwm	Road,		
Hafod,		
Swansea,		
SA1	2AY.	(Please	take	note	that	this	is	a	change	to	their	previous	address)	
rhobson@butterfly-conservation.org 
  


