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Summertime! 
 

 

  

 

Contributions to our newsletters 

are always welcome. 

Please use the contact details 

below to get in touch!   

If you do not wish to receive our 

newsletter in the future, simply 

reply to this message with the  

word ’unsubscribe’ in the title - 

thank you.  

http://www.facebook.com/bcscotland
http://www.twitter.com/BC_Scotland
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Dates for your Diary 

Butterfly and Moth Training Workshops 
Scotland is home to many scarce and threatened species, however, many of these are under-recorded and 
certainly under-monitored.  In order to overcome this we are running a series of species focussed workshops 
across Scotland over the coming month to help increase the profile of these species to encourage current 
recorders, but also recruit new local recorders, to get out there surveying and monitoring. 

Each event will cover key aspects of the species’ life-cycle and habitat requirements, with an emphasis on 
recording and monitoring.  Information will also be provided on local sites requiring surveying and monitoring.  
All events will be FREE and open to all. 

Dates, locations, timings and key species are given below: 

 Wednesday 26th June – Transparent Burnet 
2pm – 5pm.  Benderloch, Argyll 

 Tuesday 3rd July – Northern Brown Argus  
10.30am – 4pm.  Walkerburn, Scottish Borders 

 Thursday 5th July – Northern Brown Argus and Small Blue 
2pm – 5pm.  Shandwick, Easter Ross 

 Tuesday 10th July – Goat moth 
10am – 4pm.  Little Scatwell, near Contin, Highland 

 Thursday 12th July – Northern Brown Argus 
10.30am – 4pm. Aberfeldy, Perthshire 

 Saturday 14th July - Northern Brown Argus 
10.30am – 4pm. Tomintoul, Cairngorms 

 Last ten days of July (date to be confirmed) – Forester moth (larvae) 
2pm – 5pm. Kilmartin, Argyll 

For more information or to help advertise these events and to book a place please contact Tom Prescott 
tprescott@butterfly-conservation.org Tel: 01540 661469.  Mobile: 07979 785665 

 

 

 

 

 

 
________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Glen Strathfarrar Pine-tree Lappet Survey 2018 
Wednesday and Thursday 27 & 28

th
 June 

In 2014 Pine-tree Lappet was discovered in the native pinewoods in Glen 
Strathfarrar (10-20km west of Kiltarlity). This is very significant as it was 
the first time that the moth had been found in an area of native pinewood, it 
could therefore be the source of the newly discovered Scottish population.  
In 2016 Butterfly Conservation Scotland assisted Forest Research with  
targeted light trapping to ascertain the status and distribution of the moth in 
the Glen.  Over 16 MV traps were set along the length of the Glen mostly 
at approximately 500m intervals over two nights (11th and 12th July).  110 
species were recorded including five Pine-tree Lappet, each at a different 
location, confirming that the moth is present at a low density.  This survey 
was repeated in 2017 with similarly low numbers of the target species and 
a great selection of other species caught.  
 
I can now confirm that dates have been set to repeat the monitoring in 
2018 on the nights of Wednesday 27th and Thursday 28th June and hence 
we are seeking volunteers to help set up traps in the evening, check the 

mailto:tprescott@butterfly-conservation.org
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Dates for your Diary 
traps overnight and record their catches in the morning.   

It is very important, due to the restricted access and to help co-ordinate the survey effectively, that you contact Tom 

Prescott if you are interested in attending.  We will be meeting at the locked gate which is about 1km up the glen road 

from Struy Bridge (NH393405) at 8pm on both evenings.  In an attempt to keep the trapping effort similar we will be  

running a single MV trap at each location.  It would therefore be useful to know if you are planning to attend whether you 

will also be bringing any MV trap(s) and/or generators.   

In addition in 2018 we are planning to set portable 15Watt actinic heath traps within the pinewood at locations away from 

the road.  We are therefore looking to borrow any such traps as well as recruit volunteers to help put out these traps  

during the day on Wednesday. 

If, however, you cannot attend but would like to look for Pine-tree Lappet in Glen Strathfarrar or at other locations, or 

want more information, please also get in touch with Tom who will help arrange sites and access permissions. 

E-mail: tprescott@butterfly-conservation.org  Tel: 01540 661469.  Mob: 07979 785665   

      _______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

It’s not long now until our Big Butterfly Count kicks off again.  This year it runs from Friday 20th July 
to Sunday 12th August.  Simply pop outside on a sunny day and count butterflies and                                          
moths for 15 minutes and record your sightings. See www.bigbutterflycount.org  
 
 
Scottish Members’ Day – Saturday, 6th October 2018  
Our annual Scottish Members’ Day will be held at the Battleby Conference Centre, by Perth on  
Saturday, 6th October 2018.  We hope to make it an even more special day than usual as part of 
our 50th Anniversary celebrations.  More information will follow in due course. 
 
 
Scottish Recorders’ Gathering - Saturday, 16th March 2019 
The date for 2019’s Scottish Recorders’ Gathering is Saturday, 16th March and will be held at  
Battleby Conference Centre.  More information to follow. 
 
 
BC events in Scotland 
Don’t forget to check out our website at www.butterfly-conservation.org/scotland as well as your  
local Branch website for up-to-date lists of fieldtrips, events etc: 

Highlands & Islands   – http://butterfly-conservation.org/313/highlands-and-islands-branch.html  

South West Scotland – http://butterfly-conservation.org/311/glasgow--sw-scotland-branch.html  

East Scotland             – http://butterfly-conservation.org/312/east-scotland-branch.html  

And of course Branch Facebook and Twitter pages too!                                                  

 
 
 

    ________________________________________________________________________ 
           

 
 
 

mailto:tprescott@butterfly-conservation.org
http://www.bigbutterflycount.org
http://www.butterfly-conservation.org/scotland
http://butterfly-conservation.org/313/highlands-and-islands-branch.html
http://butterfly-conservation.org/311/glasgow--sw-scotland-branch.html
http://butterfly-conservation.org/312/east-scotland-branch.html
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News & Updates 

Job Vacancy 
We have an exciting new vacancy for a Munching Caterpillars Scotland Project Officer.  The dead-

line for applications is noon on Monday 9th July 2018.   

For more information see - https://butterfly-conservation.org/56/jobs.html    

 

Gardening Scotland 2019 
Earlier this month, we took a stand at Scotland’s largest garden festival at Ingliston, Edinburgh.  Our 
stand formed part of the Living Garden section, a friendly grouping of environmental charities and 
NGOs with intricately designed pallet gardens created by Scottish schools showcased in the centre.  
We had a wonderful weekend, meeting the public and had the opportunity to publicise our  
conservation projects as well as encourage people to take part in this year’s Big Butterfly Count and 
of course our Scottish Common Blue Survey.  A huge thank you to all our lovely volunteers for your 
help in making the weekend such a success! 
 
Farewell to Ross! 
In April, Ross McIlwrath our Natural Talent - Peatlands and  
Micro-moths apprentice finished his placement with us. Ross was a 
great asset to the Scottish team during his year with us carrying out 
peatland moth surveys and attending many public events on our  
behalf. His apprenticeship culminated with hosting four excellent micro
-moth beginners’ workshops across Scotland. Happily, he has since 
found a new role back in his native Northern Ireland working as the 
warden at WWT’s Castle Espie Nature Reserve.  
 
 
 
 
 

Common Blue Postcard Survey 
This year we’re trying to find out more about the distribution of Scotland’s only widespread blue  
butterfly, the Common Blue. It appears to have declined over the past four decades in the whole of 
the UK, and a recent run of poor summers in Scotland may have resulted in yet lower populations. 
We’ve distributed thousands of postcards throughout the country to ask the public to send us their 
sightings of the Common Blue, and you can add your own sightings online here: www.butterfly-
conservation.org/scottishcommonblue 
Please feel free to share this link with other organisations and social media during the flight period 
of the butterfly, which usually begins in late May in Scotland. 

http://www.butterfly-conservation.org/scottishcommonblue
http://www.butterfly-conservation.org/scottishcommonblue
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SW Branch News 

Dumfries & Galloway Sub-group 
FIELD TRIP TO MABIE FOREST RESERVE, 12TH  MAY 
With the forecast looking hopeful, 16 people decided to chance coming along, and we managed to engineer 
the day to be the start of the current hot spell (as at 26 May!). If  Quality, not Quantity, is what counts, the 
eventual list of sightings, while not huge in numbers, was fairly impressive (at least we think so).  

Owing to very recent heavy rain, we decided to alter the route slightly by avoiding the wooded slope at the 
end of the top track of what is, in effect, the North Transect by re-tracing our path rather than making it a  
circular walk. But with kind permission from Forestry Commission Scotland to take a couple of cars up to the 
Reserve, this made the walking not too arduous. 

There has been a BCS Reserve at Mabie, centred on Lochaber Loch, since 2007  and the management plan 
is in partnership with FCS. In fact butterflies have been monitored here since 1995, and its importance for 
butterflies is highlighted by the 25 species that have been recorded  which make it the Must-Visit Butterfly 
Reserve in Scotland! 

The target species at Mabie is always Pearl-bordered Fritillary, and we eventually managed to get a few 
(well, 4) sightings of them, freshly emerged, at the end of the day. Of perhaps equal interest were the 2 male 
Emperor Moths which Alison Robertson attracted via the use of a pheremone lure. 

List of Sightings 
Pearl-bordered Fritillary 
Peacock 
Orange-tip 
Small White 
Large White 
Green-veined White 
Emperor Moth ( 2 males) 
Speckled Yellow Moth 
Drinker Moth (caterpillar) 
Brown Silver-line  
Micropterix calthella (micromoth) 
Eriocrania sangii (micromoth) 
Hairy Shieldbug 
Rove beetle (Staphylinus erythropterus)                    
7-spot Ladybird 
Beefly                                                                                
Helophilus pendulus (Hoverfly) 
A range of birds which included: Cuckoo (h), Green Woodpecker (h), Great-spotted Woodpecker (h) 
Wood/Willow/Garden warblers, Blackcap, Tree Pipit, Goldcrest, Siskin, Jay 
And as it seems that rabbits are, in some parts of the country, becoming a rarity, we should also include the 
one spotted. (As well as a Fox and CommonToad). 

The Field Trip last year was on 14th May (compared to 12th May this year); on that occasion 75+ PBF’s were 
recorded compared to the 4 seen this time. To decide if in future we should hold the Group Visit one or two 
weeks later, I undertook a couple of visits on 18th and 24th. These trips produced  16 and 32 PBF’s respec-
tively (although due to lack of time the latter visit was only along the top track, so the count would have been 
much higher if the whole Transect had been walked; but Small Copper, Small Heath, and  a few 4-spotted 
Chaser Dragonflies were also seen). So,yes, perhaps next year we will revise our timing, but with the  
vagaries of the weather the jury may still be out on this one.  

The other butterfly in good numbers was Orange Tip, with about 20 seen 
on all 3 visits. 

Our two other Field Trips are to Birkshaw Forest (28th July) and  
Mossdale (18th August) and details will be circulated nearer the time. 
 
 
Richard Eagles  dandgbutterflies@gmail.com 
Dumfries and Galloway Sub-Group 

 

Pearl-bordered Fritillary - Richard Eagles  

            Orange-tip - Richard Eagles 
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Butterfly Walk: Tentsmuir Point National Nature Reserve, Saturday 4
th
 August 

Duncan Davidson will lead a walk along the costal paths from the Kinshaldy car park (NO498242) 
northwards along the costal path to the Tentsmuir Point NNR. Species recorded for the site include 
Small Pearl-bordered and Dark Green Fritillaries, Small Copper, Common Blue, Green Hairstreak 
and Grayling. Day-flying moths are well-represented, with Cinnabar and Six-spot Burnet. We will 
gather at 10:00 and begin by opening some moth traps left on site overnight. 

Spaces are limited therefore please contact Events Co-ordinator to reserve a place.  

Colin Edwards 
scotspinenut@hotmail.com 
07720049774 

Note from the events organiser: 

Butterfly and moth events are being planned for 2019, and now is your chance to suggest outing  
locations or topics or make your local patch the focal point for a recording event. I am eager to hear 
from anyone interested in taking on a butterfly survey or getting involved with some butterfly or moth 
monitoring activity.  

If you have never tried moth trapping before and want to see what’s involved get in touch and we 
can organise for you to join in with an organised (or disorganised) moth night: I suspect that once 
you have attended one you will be captivated and want to get involved again.  

 

     __________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Butterflies of North East Scotland – an identification guide 

A new Butterflies of North East Scotland ID guide (funded by Butterfly Conservation East Scotland & 
Highland Branches) has been produced recently, in partnership with Aberdeenshire Council Ranger 
Service and the North East Scotland Biological Records Centre (NESBReC), to enable people to 
learn about butterflies in the region and encourage them to submit sightings. It is now available to 
download from the BC East Scotland Branch and main BC websites: 
http://www.eastscotland-butterflies.org.uk/butterflyrecords.html 
https://butterfly-conservation.org/files/n4309-bc-id-leaflet-10pp.pdf 
 
Free printed copies have also been/are being distributed to various local outlets in Aberdeen,  
Aberdeenshire and Moray, including some of the suggested sites to see butterflies mentioned on the 
leaflet, countryside visitor centres and libraries. If anyone in Aberdeenshire/Aberdeen would like 
larger numbers for other outlets or groups, contact Aberdeenshire Council Ranger, Helen Rowe: 
helen.rowe@aberdeenshire.gov.uk or NESBReC: nesbrec@aberdeenshire.gov.uk who will arrange 
to get some delivered.  
Please contact Audrey Turner, BC Highland Branch: unicorn64@btinternet.com to request them in 
Moray/Highland.  
For other areas, please send a large SAE to the BC Scotland Office.  

Helen Rowe 

BC East Scotland Branch Area Organiser & Aberdeenshire Council Marr Area Ranger 

      
  ________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 

East Branch News 

mailto:scotspinenut@hotmail.com
http://www.eastscotland-butterflies.org.uk/butterflyrecords.html
https://butterfly-conservation.org/files/n4309-bc-id-leaflet-10pp.pdf
mailto:helen.rowe@aberdeenshire.gov.uk
mailto:nesbrec@aberdeenshire.gov.uk
mailto:unicorn64@btinternet.com
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East Branch News 

Looking for Large Red-belted Clearwing 

Having had some success with luring Kentish Glory moths using 
pheromones, I thought I might try the same technique to look for 
Large Red-belted Clearwings. I’d not seen a Clearwing before 
and according to the North East Scotland Biological Records, 
there had been only 14 records of the species in the NE of  
Scotland but two of them quite near to my house in 1989 and 
1999. On the 15

th
 of May I put out a trap with the appropriate 

pheromone in my garden and within half an hour I had my first 
sighting of one, which duly entered the trap. 
 
So it seemed to me that the species might just have been  
under-recorded and why not try in other areas of suitable habitat? 
The following day I went to the South part of Dinnet Moor where 
the 1999 record had come from and was fortunate enough to 
confirm that they still existed there, though this one didn’t actually 
enter the trap. On the 18

th
, one again came to the trap in my  

garden and on the 19
th
 and 20

th
 I found them at two new sites, 

one at Cambus O’ May and one near Aboyne. Finally I had one 
come to the lure on the 26

th
 of May on a side road to the North of 

Loch Davan. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It might seem, then, that this is an under-recorded species; however there were many other areas of 
suitable habitat where I tried in vain. A friend who also used a lure tried for five afternoons before he 
succeeded in attracting one to his garden in Aboyne. The lure clearly works but perhaps the male 
moths are not always interested, or perhaps they truly are scarce. In any case it was a much more 
difficult task than luring Kentish Glory moths and I was very fortunate to have some success on my 
first attempt in my garden! 

Mary Laing 

    ___________________________________________ 

   

      Large Red-belted Clearwing - 15th May 

 

                                 Dinnet Moor - 16th May                                 Dinnet Moor - 16th May 
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East Branch News 

Small Dark Yellow Underwing 
One day in late May this year, I had a bit of time to spare and the weather was good, so decided 
to try to re-find the scarce Small Dark Yellow Underwing (SDYU) moth along the high section of the 
Crathie to Gairnshiel road, where bearberry, the larval foodplant can be found. It was last seen here 
in 2004, when I found what may have been a road casualty, still alive but with one wonky forewing, 
exposing the bright yellow underwing. A few of us have looked for it here, on surrounding hills and 
also around the Dee/Don watershed north of the River Gairn, where it was last seen in 2006, in 
some subsequent years without success, but opportunities have often been limited by poor weather 
during the short flight season. The only more recent Aberdeenshire record was the chance  
discovery of one at the Lecht in 2014, by visiting recorders looking for its relative the  
Broad-bordered White Underwing.  

I searched for some time on 25th May and although some more common moths were plentiful and a 
previously unknown Pearl-bordered Fritillary colony was also found along a trackside, I spotted 
nothing resembling a SDYU - perhaps the prolonged warm spell had encouraged them to emerge 
earlier and they were already over? With the Gairnshiel bridge closed, I did not have time to take the 
long way around to visit sites between the Gairn and the Don that day. I mentioned my visit to one 
of my VC92 Moth Recorders, Mary Laing from Dinnet, who I knew was keen to see a SDYU. She 
decided to look in the same area between Crathie and Gairnshiel on 27th May and later that day 
sent a photo of a rather worn moth, with hindwings hidden - unfortunately she couldn't get a better 
one before it zipped off - but it was sufficient to be identified as a SDYU - first record from NO2698 
since 1989!  

Encouraged by Mary's find, I went over to 
Donside on 28th May and stopped at a 
few points along the Gairnshiel to Corgarff 
road - at some there was little or no  
bearberry, but more was growing at The 
Craig, NJ2907 where SDYU was last 
seen in 1990, so I spent some time 
searching here. It was a hot, though  
mostly overcast afternoon and many  
butterflies and moths were active,  
including P-b Fritillaries - another 'new' 
high ground site for that species and a 
Green Hairstreak. I had almost given up 
hope of finding a SDYU, when I stumbled 
upon one basking on the ground in front 
of me and thankfully got a decent photo 
before it flew off - it was quite worn, but it 
was great to confirm the moth is still  
present here too - also first record for that 
10km square since 1990.  

Hopefully this spring's fine weather will have enabled a successful breeding season to strengthen 
populations of SDYU and encourage more searches next year! 

Helen Rowe 

 

         _____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

                              Small Dark Yellow Underwing - Helen Rowe 
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Project Updates 

Urban Butterfly Project Update 

In this third year of the Urban Butterfly Project, I’ve been running training workshops for new  
volunteers. These workshops show people how to identify and record butterflies in urban areas, and 
took place throughout central Scotland in May. Over ninety people received training this year, so I’m 
hoping we get a great number of records throughout the summer! 

Much of the butterfly habitat creation and maintenance last winter involved removing gorse from 
some good butterfly sites, and volunteers valiantly battled the prickly plants! More recently we 
worked with Edinburgh City Council to sow a new perennial wildflower seed mix on a site in  
Silverknowes. We tailored the mix to include species of plant used by butterflies for their caterpillars, 
and we’ll monitor it to see what species use it. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
I’ll be running a series of guided walks in towns in cities in central Scotland this summer – let me 
know if you’d like added to the mailing list for those! 
 
Anthony McCluskey   amccluskey@butterfly-conservation.org  
Urban Butterflies Project Officer 
 

  

 

 

 

                                  

 

 

        _______________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

Meadow sowing day in Edinburgh - photo by Jakob Assarsson 

mailto:amccluskey@butterfly-conservation.org
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Project Updates 

Peatlands for People Project Update 

We were delighted to find out this Spring that the Peatlands for People Project has received funding 
from Peatland Action for another year, until March 2019. Over the last few months we have  
continued to deliver events such as Easter crafts, a family day at the Highland Wildlife Park, school 
visits and talks to local wildlife groups. 
  
The amazing weather we had in May meant we could take some of our events outdoors! We  
attended a Schools Nature Day at Hogganfield Park in Glasgow and ran some peat scavenger 
hunts. It was great to see all the pupils running around outdoors and enjoying all the activities on  
offer. We were involved with the RSPB’s Wildfest and attended a few events including a Bioblitz Day 
at Festival Park in Glasgow. We managed to find some Orange-tip butterflies and the children were 
amazed by the beautiful markings on their underwings. We were also able to enjoy some glorious 
evening sunshine with the Dunipace Rainbow Group making some moth crafts outside in the garden 
and spotting some butterflies.  
 
 
      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Now the summer programme for Peatlands for People is hotting up! We’ll be attending events 
across Scotland including Argyll, Glasgow, Edinburgh, Inverness, Skye, Aberdeenshire and  
Perthshire. 

We are also planning some of our own events.  Here are the important dates for your diary: 

 Sunday 29
th

 July – Family Day: Celebrating International Bog Day - Portlethen Moss,  
                                         Aberdeenshire 

 Friday 3
rd

 August – Family Day: Bogs, Fairies and Folklore - Taynish NNR, Argyll 

 Saturday 22
nd

 September – Zine Workshop: Peatlands, Sustainability and Climate Change - 
                                                       Edinburgh Botanic Gardens 

All of these events will be free to attend and more information will be available soon on our  
Facebook page and blog. We’d love to see you there!  

To find out about these events or general enquiries about engagement/
outreach work please feel free to contact me: 

Rebecca Crawford  rcrawford@butterfly-conservation.org 

Peatlands for People Project Officer  

Schools Nature Day - Hogganfield Park, Glasgow with Glasgow City Countryside Rangers 

mailto:rcrawford@butterfly-conservation.org
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Natural Talent - Micro Moths 

Moths of the Moss 
Now that the sunshine and mild nights are here there are lots of 
moths, large and small, to be found out on the peatbogs and a visit to 
Wester Moss never fails to provide new micro species to get to know.  
Some of these are found in large numbers on the bog, such as this 
striped little fellow Rhopobota myrtillana which can be spotted flitting 
about in the afternoon sunshine, seen here resting on a Blaeberry 
leaf.  

The metallic purple of  
Micropterix aureatella is always 
a welcome sight when glimpsed 
in the vegetation.  Unmistakable 
with its bright colour and  
distinctive white markings, this species can be found in a 
range of damp habitats, if you take a moment to look.  The 
moths in this family are unique in possessing chewing mouth 
parts which are used to feed on pollen grains.  

At the moment there are plenty of adult moths on the wing but 
the early part of the year was mostly spent searching for  
feeding signs and larva. Some of the caterpillars found were 

collected and are being kept in little pots in an outdoor ‘nursery’ to raise the adults. This is a great 
way to learn about the life-cycle of the species and is sometimes necessary to help with  
identification. Once recorded, successfully reared adults can then be returned to their collection site 
to continue the breeding cycle. 
   
This collection includes some eggs laid by a Vapourer moth. This macro moth has wingless  
females, which lay their eggs onto the outside of the cocoon case they have recently emerged from 
and in March a batch was spotted on an empty cocoon attached to a heather plant at Braehead 
Moss.  Leaving most of the eggs where we found them, a few were selected and stored in the fridge 
before being moved outdoors. Just as it was starting to look like we might not have any of the eggs 
hatch out, last weekend the first minute caterpillars finally appeared.  These hungry little guys feed 
on the leaves of a variety of broadleaf trees and shrubs, so for the next few months we just need to 

keep up with the demand! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Kate Smith 
TCV Natural Talent Trainee – Peatlands and Micro Moths 
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The Birch Tree on the Lawn 
When we took over a croft in Banffshire the garden 
had been neglected for years. While weeding an 
overgrown herbaceous border, I came across a 
birch seedling several inches high. In the wrong 
place, much too near the house – it had to go! But 
as I went to pull it up, my conservationist’s  
conscience pricked. Birch is a lovely tree and  
rather good for moths.  Why not move it to a more 
suitable spot instead?  
 
Space was not a problem.  Nearby was an area 
that had been used as a junkyard. Bits of old farm 
machinery, builder’s rubble and the like were  
slowly sinking into the soft earth, partly hidden by  
rampant hogweed, dockens and clumps of nettles. 
My plan was to turn this into a lawn. Not the  
manicured suburban kind – just something I could 
run the hover-mower over once a month to keep it 
looking tidy. I was gradually clearing the rubbish 
and smoothing out the bumps and hollows, a few 
square feet at a time. How nice it would be to have 
a birch tree on my lawn… 
 
A slight mound where the soil was drier was chosen as the new home for the birch seedling. I 
marked its position with a stake to help the mower avoid it. Over the next few years it survived the 
roe deer and the rabbits to become a sapling, growing slowly at first as it put down its roots. In 1997, 
about five years after planting, I discovered its first caterpillar, a Peppered Moth. The female of this 
species lays her eggs in a batch, then the hatchlings spin long silk threads and float off on the 
breeze. Next spring there was more feeding damage to the birch, but it took me several days to find 
the culprits. They were four young Pale Brindled Beauty caterpillars that matched the slender twigs 
to perfection. Later in the summer a colourful Vapourer final instar was added to the tally. Both these 
species also disperse on the wind as tiny larvae. Perhaps the birch sapling was still too small to  
interest a female moth. 
 
That soon changed as the sapling became a young tree. The  
species list of caterpillars it had supported grew longer with every 
passing year. I did my best to find every single one. This had the 
potential for an interesting scientific study, but for one serious  
methodological flaw. The birch was growing so rapidly that soon I 
was unable to check its highest branches, and this difficulty would  
only increase.  My pretentions of a formal study gave way to much 
more casual observations.   
 
It is fun to try and outwit a caterpillar’s camouflage strategies that 
have evolved over millions of years. One of my favourite finds is 
Iron Prominent, which always rests on a half-eaten leaf, its own 
body mimicking the missing section. The resemblance to a  
yellowing, partly withered birch leaf is most effective amongst the 
fluttering foliage, if less so in a photograph.  The contortionist larva 
of the Coxcomb Prominent became another regular on the birch, 
often near the very end of a drooping twig. No prizes, though, for  

Nature Tales 

    Birch Tree at Whitewells, Ordiquhill, Banffshire, 13 May 2018 

Iron Prominent penultimate instar,  

16 September 2017 
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spotting a Grey Dagger caterpillar, since its bright warning colours are 
designed to be seen. Other species have been found just once, like 
the two extravagantly hairy Miller larvae in July 2006, the only ones 
I’ve ever seen in the wild.  

 
 

The hot summer of 2006 was wonderful for butterflies. During August, 
dozens of Painted Ladies, many locally bred, feasted all day on our  
garden buddleias. One late afternoon I watched as several left the flowers and flew purposefully into 
the little birch tree on the lawn. No nectar for them there – what were they doing?  I gave them time 
to settle down, then checked the tree in the early evening. As suspected, several Painted Ladies 
were roosting in the foliage, quite well camouflaged amongst the dappled light and shade. They had 
chosen the side that would receive the first warming rays of the morning sun. 
 
Since then the birch on the lawn has developed into a mature tree, already over 25 feet high. As 
well as caterpillars, it has sawfly grubs and spiders, froghoppers and aphids, ladybirds and  
lacewings. Then there are the lichens and algae on its trunk and branches, the occasional moulds 
and viruses on its foliage, and the rings of various toadstools round its roots. If even my caterpillar 
monitoring project proved too ambitious, a full ecological study of the birch would have required a 
whole team of specialists from the seedling stage onwards. 
 
Today, I can check only the lowest branches of 
the tree for caterpillars.  Yet it can still produce 
surprises.  The night of 10 September 2017 was 
particularly disappointing for moths, both at sugar 
and at buddleia. For want of anything better to do, 
I shone my headlamp on the birch. Caterpillars 
often show up well in torchlight because this  
confounds their counter-shading, which is based 
on the assumption that light comes from above. 
Sure enough, two bright green caterpillars  
immediately stood out, appearing almost luminous 
in the beam. Their identity puzzled me at first,  
because it was too late for any of the Orthosia 
species that they superficially resembled.  They 
proved to be Green Silver-lines, with distinctive 
boot-like prolegs and a short crimson dash along  
the anal claspers. This moth has only a handful of Banffshire records, so to find it breeding in my 
garden was amazing. I could not resist taking the caterpillars into protective custody to be sure of 
seeing the adults in the spring. 
 
So my decision all those years ago to transplant the seedling birch has proved a great success. 

Nature Tales 

Coxcomb Prominent penultimate instar,  

18 September 2017 
Grey Dagger final instar, September 2016 

          Miller penultimate instar, 

24 July 2006 

Green Silver-lines final instar,  

10 September 2017 



14 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What wonderful returns from a mere ten minutes work! Was I acting from self interest or altruism, 
sentimentality or hard-headedness? Perhaps it was a mixture of all those things. Not that the motive 
matters to the birch tree, to the invertebrates that depend on it, or to all the other creatures that feed 
upon them. 
 
Roy Leverton 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   ___________________________________________________________________________ 
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Green Silver-lines male, emerged 15 May 2018 
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Species Focus - Green Hairstreak 

Species Focus – Green Hairstreak 
This is the first in a new regular feature 
in the e-news looking at some of our 
lesser-known Scottish butterflies. We 
begin with a beautiful species that I 
hope some readers have been  
fortunate enough to see over the last 
month or two.  

The Green Hairstreak is not simply just 
the UK’s only truly green butterfly; it is 
also one of our smallest species with 
its wingspan barely exceeding 3cm. 
Together with being rather  
inconspicuous in its habits this means 
it is one of the most under-recorded 
Scottish butterfly species.  

The butterfly always perches with its 
wings firmly closed showing off brilliant 
green undersides marked with faint 
white ‘streaks’. White marks on the head and striped antenna give the species an almost cartoon-
like character. In flight the butterfly appears as a quick darting shimmer of green and brown, the  
latter being the colour of the usually unseen uppersides of the wings. Flights tend to be short as it 
moves from one perch to the next.  

Male Green Hairstreak are fiercely territorial usually holding 
their ground from a suitable perch on a small birch or gorse 
bush. Females skulk lower in the vegetation looking for suitable 
egg-laying sites. Males are the most easily seen as they will 
vigorously defend a favoured perch, often quarrelling with other 
males in a spiralling ‘dance’ or seeing off any insect (or human!) 
that dares enter its patch. The best perches and territories tend 
to be used year after year by different generations of males.     

Green Hairsteak are found widely across Scotland living in 
small, localised colonies. The species favours sunny sheltered 
spots often on the edges of woodland, lowland bogs and  
moorland where it’s larval foodplant, blaeberry (Vaccinium  
myrtillus), is found. Outwith Scotland the butterfly utilises many 
different larval foodplants such as gorse, bird’s-foot trefoil and 
bramble. However there 
is a very strong  
association with  
blaeberry north of the 
border and away from 
this plant, colonies are 
virtually unknown.   

There is one generation 
each year with adults on the wing from early-May to  
mid-June. Larva feed up over the summer well camouflaged 
on blaeberry before pupating for the winter ahead of the 
spring emergence of adults.   

                                            Green Hairstreak – Mark Searle 

Green Hairstreak on a favoured perch - Jim Black 

                 Green Hairstreak blaeberry habitat - Julie Stoneman 
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Species Focus - Green Hairstreak 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Our data indicates that there has been a 30% loss in Green Hairstreak distribution across the UK 
since the mid-1970’s. The isolated nature of colonies leave it threatened by local environment 
changes and increasing habitat fragmentation. In Scotland, threats to the species include  
afforestation, over-grazing and peat stripping.    

David Hill  

      __________________________________________________________________________ 
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