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Welcome to our Autumn Newsletter 

    

     

  

 
Contributions to our  
newsletters are always  
welcome. 
Please use the contact details 
below to get in touch!   

 

If you do not wish to receive 
our newsletter in the future, 
simply reply to this message 
with the  word ’unsubscribe’ in 
the title - thank you.  

http://www.facebook.com/bcscotland
http://www.twitter.com/BC_Scotland
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Dates for your Diary 
50th Anniversary Scottish Members’ Day – Saturday, 6th October 2018  
Our annual Scottish Members’ Day will be held at the Battleby Conference Centre, by 
Perth on Saturday, 6th October 2018.  It will be a day of fascinating butterfly and moth 
talks and presentations as well as lunchtime stalls (please see Scotia Seeds note below) 
and activities to celebrate our 50th Anniversary.  An informal chance for Butterfly  
Conservation members to meet like-minded enthusiasts, learn more about butterflies and 
moths and what is being done to help them.  To book your place go to  https://butterfly-
conservation.org/SMD2018  

A Note from Scotia Seeds: We are very happy that we have been invited to come 
along to Butterfly Conservation’s Scottish Members’ Day at Battleby in this the 50th year 
of the organisation.  It is a big anniversary for us as well - 20 years ago on the 28

th
  

September, Scotia Seeds (at that time just Giles Laverack and Fiona Guest) moved from 
a single rented field in Fife to our farm; Mavisbank. When we arrived, this small Angus 
farm was a single, intensively cultivated 50 acre field. It has been a privilege to be able to 
plant hedges, sow meadows, create a native woodland, make ponds, plant an orchard 
and grow our wildflower crops in among them. Seeing butterflies, bees and other animals 
that now share Mavisbank with us is a delight. 

We know that many BC members are also busy planting their patches to make a place 
for wildlife. If there is a particular wildflower species or meadow mix you would like us to 
bring to Battleby then just drop us an email (orders@scotiaseeds.co.uk) by Thursday 4

th
 

October and we can pack up orders to be collected on the day. In particular it is Yellow 
Rattle time again and if you would like us to reserve some for you we can – we will bring 
some pre-packed Rattle but if you have a particular size of site you want to sow then let 
us know and we can get the right amount of seed sorted out for you. 

Fiona Guest     
Scotia Seeds, Mavisbank, Farnell, Brechin, DD9 6TR  t:01356 626425   
http://www.scotiaseeds.co.uk 
 

Save Our Beautiful Snout Workparty - 21st October - for more info see Page 5 

 

Langlands Moss Bog Squad Work Party – Sun 4
th

 November  
For more info go to http://bogsquad.weebly.com/work-parties.html) 
  
Scottish Recorders’ Gathering - Saturday, 16th March 2019 
The date for 2019’s Scottish Recorders’ Gathering is Saturday, 16th March and will be 
held at Battleby Conference Centre.  More information to follow. 
 
BC events in Scotland 
Don’t forget to check out our website at www.butterfly-conservation.org/scotland as well 
as your local Branch website for up-to-date lists of fieldtrips, events etc: 
Highlands & Islands   – http://butterfly-conservation.org/313/highlands-and-islands-branch.html  

South West Scotland – http://butterfly-conservation.org/311/glasgow--sw-scotland-branch.html  

East Scotland             – http://butterfly-conservation.org/312/east-scotland-branch.html  

And of course Branch Facebook and Twitter pages too!                                                  

 

  ____________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

 

mailto:orders@scotiaseeds.co.uk
http://www.scotiaseeds.co.uk/
http://bogsquad.weebly.com/work-parties.html
http://www.butterfly-conservation.org/scotland
http://butterfly-conservation.org/313/highlands-and-islands-branch.html
http://butterfly-conservation.org/311/glasgow--sw-scotland-branch.html
http://butterfly-conservation.org/312/east-scotland-branch.html
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S&W Branch News 

Dumfries & Galloway Sub-group 

Summer Highlights and the Future 
We had high hopes of going for the record of all three field trips going ahead in 2018, but 
in a summer that started well and ended badly we had to cancel the last one at Mossdale. 
Given the unpredictability of D&G weather, 2 out of 3 can’t be bad. 

We went to Birkshaw with expectations of seeing both Small and Essex Skippers. Prior to 
our trip we had a couple of reports from people who had been to Birkshaw before the hot 
weather melted away, but only 2 or 3 Small Skippers were recorded. By weather melting 
away we mean it being replaced by thunderstorms and torrential rain the night before our 
trip, so the only Skippers realistically to be expected were those guiding boats down 
flooded streets! 

Six stalwarts turned up, but apart from Paul Cobb producing an impressive list of Leaf 
Mines and Galls (reproduced below) the butterfly tally was fairly minimalist with just 4 
Green-veined Whites and 1 Red Admiral; but Jim Rae did manage to spot a Small  
Skipper in the afternoon after the rest of us had gone home to dry out. 

Gall-wasp galls                                                         
Artichoke gall Andricus foecundatrix on Oak 
Andricus curvator on Oak 
Gall-midge galls 
Nettle gnat Dasineura urticae on Stinging nettle 
Dasineura ulmaria on Meadowsweet 
Gall-fly galls 
Knot gall Chirosia betuleti on Dryopteris 
Sawfly galls 
Pea gall Eupontania pedunculi on Salix caprea 
Bean gall Pontania bridgmanii on Salix cinerea 
Flymines 
Phytomyza angelicae on Angelica 
 

 
Unless there are any other records for Birkshaw no Essex Skippers have been seen there 
this year. 

The undoubted 2018 butterfly highlight for D&G was the record of a High Brown Fritillary 
at Kirroughtree, verified via a photograph taken by a visitor to the area. One of the rarest 
UK butterflies, how it arrived is a mystery, as the nearest known populations are in the 
Morecambe Bay Area. 

Another highlight occurred at the Caerlaverock Bioblitz on July 
6, when Chris Packham put in an appearance during his  
whistle-stop tour of 50 UK Reserves in 10 days. The Group had 
a display, led butterfly walks along the Caerlaverock Transect, 
and carried out mothing. One of the finds on the day was a 
‘saucer bug’ (Ilyocoris cimicoides), a first for Scotland; as Chris 
said in his talk after doing the rounds of the Reserve ‘forget the 
geese at Caerlaverock, come and see the invertebrates’. 

The picture shows Susan presenting Chris with a copy of the 
D&G Butterfly ID Guide (or were they discussing one of her  
recipes for vegan fruit cakes?).  Yours truly was also 
‘volunteered’ to be interviewed by Borders TV; such is my  
celebrity status the only person who recognised me 
when the item was televised was our plumber. 

Moth leafmines 
Mompha raschkiella on Rosebay 
Parornix anglicella on Hawthorn 
Phyllonorycter geniculella on Sycamore 
P. heegeriella on Oak 
P. ulmifoliella on Birch 
Stigmella atricapitella on Oak 
S. confusella on Birch 
S. lapponica on Birch 
S. magdalenae on Rowan 
Sawfly leafmines 
Fenusa pumila on Birch 
Profenusa pygmaea on Oak 
Heterarthrus aceris on Sycamore 

    Chris Packham in discussion with Susan                        
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S&W Branch News 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
A talk given to Eaglesfield Gardening Club at the end of July 
covered identification of common species,  hints about how 
to have a wildlife friendly garden, and how and where to 
send any records. The talk coincided with the emergence of 
some home-reared Painted Ladies, and pictures of the 
adults emerging from their chrysalis provided an interesting 
visual aid on butterfly life cycles.  
 
Painted Lady emerging ©Richard Eagles              

  
                                                                                                                             

 
 

The Group’s Future 
There is one more item that needs to be mentioned concerning the future of the D&G  
Sub-Group. We have been running the Group for ten years and have made the decision 
that it is time to step aside for some new blood to take over the reigns. We have made  
many friends during this period, and want to thank everyone for their support and  
encouragement, especially all those years ago when we first set up the Group. We will of 
course still be members of Butterfly Conservation, and although we won’t be present at 
the Autumn Meeting in Perth (we will be somewhere in Serbia) we will try to attend future 
gatherings. As many of you know, we spend much of the year travelling, and indeed one 
of the reasons for stepping down is to enable us to continue travelling without  
compromising any Group commitments. 

So volunteers are needed to replace us. Hopefully, someone reading this will be inspired 
to take over, so please give it some thought and get in touch with either Paul Kirkland or 
Scott Donaldson or ourselves. 

Richard Eagles, Susan Woods   
dandgbutterflies@gmail.com 
          

 
 
 
Our BC Scotland stand at 
Caerlaverock 

mailto:dandgbutterflies@gmail.com
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S&W Branch News 
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Project Updates 

Urban Butterfly Project 
Volunteers with the Urban Butterfly Project have been busy sending in their sightings of 
butterflies in Scotland’s towns and cities – and beyond – this summer. Anecdotal reports 
are that Small Coppers have had a very good year, and I myself have seen them at many 
sites in Edinburgh (Roseburn and Silverknowes) and Perth. I will begin to analyse the  
results of this year’s surveys in early October, but it seems unlikely that we will see the 
huge numbers of Red Admirals which were so abundant last September. However it 
looks like Peacocks have had a strong showing in late summer with one buddleia  
apparently having over 240 feeding on it!  

New volunteers have also been trained to record Graylings in Edinburgh, and most of the 
weeks of the flight period of that species were recorded at Holyrood thanks to the efforts 
of those volunteers. Others have been walking all-species transects, and with the good 
weather this summer it looks like we’ll have good coverage for most species. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This autumn and winter I will be carrying out more habitat creation and maintenance 
work. It’s likely that this will be in Edinburgh and Glasgow at least, but I’m on the lookout 
for other opportunities further afield. If you know of any sites which need maintained (for 
example through mowing and removing cuttings, or scrub removal) or spaces where we 
could sow some new perennial wildflower meadows or get involved in growing in  
polytunnels, contact me! Or if you’d like to be added to the mailing list for the Glasgow 
and Edinburgh work parties, do get in touch too. My email address is 
amccluskey@butterfly-conservation.org 

Anthony McCluskey 
Urban Butterfly Project Officer 
 

 

 
 
 

Urban Butterfly volunteers watching a pair of Graylings! 

mailto:amccluskey@butterfly-conservation.org
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Project Updates 

Peatlands for People 
It has been an incredibly busy summer for Peatlands for people! We were able to make 
the most of the weather to deliver a lot of outdoor sessions in a wide range of areas  
including Glasgow, Edinburgh, Argyll, Inverness and Aberdeenshire. 

In July and August we ran two very successful events in partnership with the Kilmartin 
Museum. One was a Summer Kids Club and included a trip to Moine Mhor, it was  
fantastic to run some outdoor peatland sessions. We went for a walk across the bog and 
picked up some natural materials to decorate our Nature Journals. Lots of printing fun 
was had by all! 

Our Bog Fairy family event at Taynish NNR in August was very well attended with over 50 
people. We were delighted to see so many people coming along and the kids really  
enjoyed the trail through the woods which included a mixture of peatland facts and  
folklore. We made some fairy gardens to take home and had some story-telling at the end 
of the trail.  

In September we held our first Zine Workshop at the Royal Botanic Gardens in  
Edinburgh, in collaboration with the Edinburgh Zine Library. It was a beautiful sunny day 
and we had the perfect view from our base in the Botanic Cottage. We started the  
session with a short presentation on Peatland Restoration and spent the afternoon  
creating our own peatland zines. It was a lovely relaxing way to spend the day!  

   

We will be holding another Zine Workshop in Glasgow this October.  Details are below: 

Saturday 20th October 2-5pm - Zine Workshop: Peatlands, Sustainability and  
Climate Change – The Hidden Gardens, Glasgow 

For more information on the workshop head to our facebook page www.facebook.com/
bcscotland or our blog – bogsquad.weebly.com/peatlands-for-people. The venue is  
accessible to all and is completely free, however numbers are limited due to space. 

 We have had some bookings already so to reserve your space please email Rebecca 
Crawford on rcrawford@butterfly-conservation.org. You can also contact us at this email 
address for any other outreach/engagement enquiries. 
Rebecca Crawford 
People for Peatlands Project Officer 
Tel: 01786 459819  

mailto:rcrawford@butterfly-conservation.org
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Project Updates 

Munching Caterpillars Scotland 

As you may already know Butterfly Conservation  
Scotland has a new education outreach project starting 
called ‘Munching Caterpillars Scotland’ and I am the 
new member of staff who will be taking this project  
forward. This is a project that has already been  
successfully running in the south-west of England since 
2012, with smaller projects now occurring in both Bristol 
and at Magdalen Hill Down Reserve near Winchester. 
This new Scottish project has been generously funded 
for 2 years by the Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF) and will 
enable us to work with urban and deprived primary 
schools in the central belt. 

The aim of the project is to engage school children with 
the wonder of butterflies and moths, by taking live  
specimens into the classroom and encouraging the 
schools to grow caterpillar food plants and butterfly and 
moth nectar plants in their school grounds. By increasing the biodiversity of the school 
environment we also hope to grow the next generation of conservationists. 

In the first instance I will be liaising with ‘Grounds for Learning’ and ‘Eco-schools’ to  
create four interactive workshops linked to the Curriculum for Excellence, which will be 
delivered to our target schools over the course of the academic year.  Additionally,  
training workshops will be run for teachers, educators and volunteers interested to run 
their own Munching Caterpillars project with a group of young (or not so young!) people in 
their local community and the project will also attend a range of public events. 

Prior to working for Butterfly Conservation I was Outreach Officer at Plantlife Scotland for 
almost 3 years, working on another HLF funded project called the ‘Secrets of the Celtic 
Rainforest’. This raised public awareness of the special lichens and bryophytes that  
inhabit the Atlantic woodlands on the west coast of Scotland, through a range of  
educational events. Before that I worked as Senior Education Officer for the Royal  
Zoological Society of Scotland, based at Edinburgh Zoo for 8.5 years. Here, I taught a 
wide range of people from nursery children to adult classes, everything from penguin 
courtship and chimp politics to enclosure design and managing studbooks. Here, I also 
ran the ‘Wild about Scotland’ outreach project involving a double-decker teaching bus that 
delivered native species lessons to schools the length and breadth of Scotland. 

It’s fair to say I’ve had a varied career to date, but enthusing others about nature  
conservation has always been at the heart of it. So, I’m really looking forward to getting 
out and about with this new project and hopefully meeting and working with some BC  
volunteers along the way. 

If volunteering at an event, assisting with a school visit or attending a training workshop is 
something of interest to you please do not hesitate to get in touch with me at:  
pphillpot@butterfly-conservation.org 
For more information on the project as a whole please visit:  
https://munchingcaterpillars.org/                                     

Polly Phillpot 
Munching Caterpillars Scotland Project Officer 

 

 

mailto:pphillpot@butterfly-conservation.org
https://munchingcaterpillars.org/
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Natural Talent - Micro Moths 

Micro-moth Open Days 
During my placement with Butterfly Conservation Scotland I’m enjoying learning as much 
as I can about micro-moths as well as encouraging others to take an interest in these  
fascinating species. To help achieve this, I’ve held recording events with the goal of  
inspiring people of all levels of experience to take part in recording micro-moths.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The first event was held on the 11th of August at Holyrood Park in the centre of  
Edinburgh where our group was hosted by the Heritage Scotland Conservation Ranger 
and one of his regular volunteers. We began with a brief indoor session to introduce the 
basics of recording and some simple tips for identifying micro species before we headed 
out into the park to look for some live examples. All together we recorded 13 micro-moths 
and a further 5 macro species. The most abundant species flying was Udea lutealis and 
we also netted a lovely Yarrow Plume (Gillmeria pallidactyla). As well as adult moths we 
spotted various larval feeding signs including several larval cases on rush heads  
belonging to Coleophora sp. of the alticolella/glaucicolella aggregate, and the tell-tale 
holes made in the stems of Cocks-foot grass by the tiny caterpillars of Glyphipterix  
simpliecella. We had also brought along a female Vapourer moth, which had been reared 
from a caterpillar. The group were fascinated to see the unusual wingless female, and we 
had hoped that she might even attract a male, but no such luck!  

For the second event on the 16
th
 of September, a group 

met up at Kincraig in the Cairngorms. We were joined by 
Dr Mark Young, who led a workshop on identifying micro
-moth species from their larval leaf-mines. The majority 
of the day was spent out in the lovely Speyside Wood, 
where we were able to collect a wide range of  
specimens from several different trees. With Mark’s help 
we then worked our way through the different kinds of 
mines and learned how to recognise the distinguishing 
features for a variety of species. We all came away with 
some great tips on identifying species from their  
distinctive mines. This is a great way to record micro-
moths in the cooler months, when there aren’t so many 
adults around, and of course they are static which 
makes them a bit easier to spot. I’d recommend anyone 
interested in micros to have a go. There are only a 
handful of Lepidoptera species that mine Hazel and  
Rowan leaves in Scotland, making these a great place 
to start looking. 

Following a very stormy week I was relieved to have a slightly calmer weekend for a visit 

         Introductory session at Holyrood                           Outside at Holyrood Park 

                 Our leaf-mine collection 
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Natural Talent - Micro Moths 
to Cashel Forest by Loch Lomond on the 22nd of September. With 
thanks to the warden at the Royal Scottish Forestry Society for  
offering us their Forest Centre as a base, we set several traps  
overnight in the oak woods.  Despite a chilly night we had some 
lovely moths by morning, the Green-brindled Crescent being the 
most numerous. We then spent the day walking the woods and 
searching for signs of micro-species.  We collected a range of  
leaf-mines including another Coleophora species, when we spotted 
the larval cases of C. lusciniaepennella, which feeds on Bog-myrtle 
and willows.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
I’ve collected a few leaf-mine specimens which I 
still need to identify, and I’m sure I’ll spot even 
more interesting species before the season is 
over.  Working through the ID books and keys 
will be a lovely way to spend a chilly autumn 
evening or two. 

Kate Smith 
TCV Natural Talent Trainee – Peatlands and Micro Moths 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   ____________________________________________________________________ 

 

                  Cashel Forest 

       C.lusciniaepennella case and feeding signs 

                       Merveille du Jour 
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Placement Opportunity 

SNH Graduate Placement Opportunity 
- on Dark Bordered Beauty moth and associated species of Aspen habitat 

SNH are currently recruiting for a one year 
Graduate Placement; closing date midnight 
on 7

th
 October 2018, to be based in  

Inverness and/or Aviemore.  The post will 
focus primarily on the Dark Bordered  
Beauty moth and will entail working on  
several key aspects of the species  
behaviour and habitat requirements. 

The work will also include examining the 
ecological associations and interactions 
with other species supported by or relying 
on Aspen, and other associated habitats, 
for example the Aspen hoverfly, lichens and 
fungi. 

You will work within SNH but will be accountable to a small management group  
comprising colleagues in SNH, Butterfly Conservation Scotland and RSPB Scotland.  You 
will spend some time initially attending meetings with key stakeholders, planning field  
survey work, liaising with landowners and general preparation for the field season which 
for the Dark Bordered Beauty, including a full life-cycle, runs from May through to August.  
You will spend much of the survey season in the field carrying out survey and monitoring 
activity for initially larvae, followed by adults and including habitat assessments. 

This graduate placement is open to graduates who meet the following eligibility criteria: 

 You must have graduated at degree or postgraduate level from a higher level          
education institution within the past 4 years. 

 Are not currently studying full time or will have graduated from your studies at the 
time of the placement.       

 You must have had no more than one year’s relevant (graduate level) work  
         experience since your last graduation. 

You will find more details and an application form at www.snhjobs.scot ref 056-359 

Or for information regarding the post please contact the vacancy manager:  

Brigid Primrose, Biodiversity Strategy Officer, Scottish Natural Heritage, Great Glen 
House, Leachkin Road, Inverness, IV3 8NW 
Tel:  01463 725251, e-mail:  brigid.primrose@nature.scot 

Or for further information regarding the application process please contact:   

HR Services, Scottish Natural Heritage, Great Glen House, Leachkin Road, Inverness, 
IV3 8NW.   
Tel:  01463 725081, e-mail:  recruitment@nature.scot 

 
 

 

   ____________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Dark Bordered Beauty; Male (left), Female (right) 

Roy Leverton 

http://www.snhjobs.scot
mailto:brigid.primrose@nature.scot
mailto:brigid.primrose@nature.scot
mailto:recruitment@nature.scot
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Conservation News 

Rannoch Brindled Beauty 
I discovered what now appears to be quite a strong colony of this moth on Mull in April 
2015 and I have checked on it in each of the following years, so here is a brief update 
based just on my records. I should add that there has been a considerable amount of 
work done by other island-based recorders since 2015. I first came across nine adult 
moths (nearly all females) on fenceposts amongst Bog Myrtle while searching for Ringed 
Carpets, which were found in good numbers. On the subsequent visits in May 2016 and 
May 2017 small numbers of females (four and seven) were again seen on the same 
group of fenceposts. However, this April I must have hit the peak period with a total of 88 
being counted on the posts, including good numbers of males for the first time as well as 
a few mating pairs; two males also came to actinic light traps set overnight in the area. 
Four weeks later in May, a maximum of just two females could be found. Then in July 
while checking the posts to see what might be around I came across four larvae which 
puzzled me for a while but a bit of on-line searching soon told me they were Rannoch 
Brindled Beauty (the picture in Porter’s book doesn’t do it justice!). 

So, the colony is there and probably doing OK. With the nearest mainland sites being at 
least 65km distant, one has to ask how did it establish itself bearing in mind that the  
females are flightless? I would be interested to hear any suggestions.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

April 2018 - mating pair on a Mull fencepost;  
July 2018 – two of the spectacular caterpillars on 
fenceposts at the same site. 

Barry Prater 
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Conservation News 

Monitoring Marsh Fritillary in Argyll 
Scotland’s Marsh Fritillary populations are some of the most important 
in the UK and Europe.  However, there is currently very little annual 
monitoring undertaken so we are unable to determine how the butterfly 
is faring at a national scale, or even at the majority of sites. 

Marsh Fritillary populations are most effectively monitored in Scotland 
by counts of their larval webs in late summer and early autumn.  This 
has the advantage that the webs identify breeding sites and the  
methodology is less weather dependant, although it is not advisable to 
undertake monitoring one or two days after heavy rain as some webs 
may have disintegrated resulting in a false low count.  Suitable habitat, 
areas of abundant devil’s-bit scabious, is also easier to spot from afar 
at this time of year as the scabious is in flower. 

It is crucial that monitoring is consistent so that results are comparable between sites and years.  A 
robust solid repeatable system therefore needs to be deployed.  Butterfly Conservation’s preferred 
method involves counting webs along transects that pass through suitable habitat patches, but this 
is not always straight forward to set up in Scotland with our large sites comprising a mosaic of  
habitats.  

To overcome this, the Glasgow and South-West branch had the great idea that the monitoring could 
be set up with the help of staff, and local volunteers recruited and trained to walk these transects 
annually.  This was put into practice over the first weekend in September when monitoring was set 
up at six farms in north Argyll, near Oban, Appin and Taynuilt and volunteers from Lorn Natural  
History Group invited along.  Webs were found at all six farms with a total of 80 counted over the 
weekend.  Interestingly, despite the presence of good habitat, the butterfly had not previously been 
recorded from three of the farms before, highlighting how under recorded it is.  

The success of the weekend means it will probably be repeated next year, again in the first  
weekend in September, perhaps going to a different part of Argyll. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Enjoying a well-deserved break from counting Marsh Fritillary webs in the Argyll sunshine, with Ben Cruachan in the background 

If you want to get involved, or for more information, contact Tom.   
Email tprescott@butterfly-conservation.org Tel: 01540 661469 

Tom Prescott, David Hill & Paul Mapplebeck 

 
 

Marsh Fritillary Larval Web 

mailto:tprescott@butterfly-conservation.org
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Conservation News 

 

 

 

Big Butterfly Count Results - Scotland 
The Peacock was the big news story in Scotland during big butterfly count 2018. Almost 
20 times as many were recorded during the three week survey in summer 2018 compared 
with the previous year. This pushed the Peacock up to second place overall in Scotland, 
and was a far cry from the lacklustre numbers recorded in England and Wales. Apart from 
the Peacock, it was the white butterflies that dominated, taking the other three places in 
the top four, and all increasing substantially year on year. 

Several species bucked the UK trend in Scotland. Red Admiral and Comma, which had 
declined sharply in all of the other UK countries, both increased, by 35% and 54%  
respectively. Several big butterfly count 2018 participants in Scotland reported their first 
ever Comma sightings, as the species continued to extend its range in the country. Small 
Tortoiseshell numbers were also up in Scotland (by 21% compared with the 2017 count), 
while sightings were static or declining elsewhere. 

Recorders in Scotland also experienced the largest increase in overall numbers of the  
target species, from just 6 individual insects per count in 2017 to 10 in 2018, an increase 
of 70%. No doubt inspired by the warm, dry weather, twice as many people took part in 
the count in Scotland in 2018 than in the preceding year. 

Scotland’s top 10:  
1.   Small White 

2.   Peacock 

3.   Large White 

4.   Green-veined White 

5.   Small Tortoiseshell 

6.   Red Admiral 

7.   Silver Y 

8.   Meadow Brown 

9.   Painted Lady 

10. Small Copper 

To see the Big Butterfly Count results in full go to: 
https://www.bigbutterflycount.org/2018mainresults          

Atlas of Britain & Ireland’s Larger Moths  
As many of you will know the Atlas of Britain & Ireland’s Larger Moths is due out in Spring 
2019, and a special pre-publication offer is now available from NatureBureau: https://
www.naturebureau.co.uk/bookshop/atlas-of-britain-and-ireland-s-larger-moths-detail 

Pre-order your copy now, and save £10 on the published price; £27.50 + £4 p&p (RRP £37.50 + £4 p&p) 

This offer will run until 31 March 2019.  

Our fundraising for the Atlas was a major success; every species was sponsored either 
via the online auction or by reservation in advance. Many thanks to everyone who  
sponsored a moth and in turn supported the production of the atlas. 
 

https://www.naturebureau.co.uk/bookshop/atlas-of-britain-and-ireland-s-larger-moths-detail
https://www.naturebureau.co.uk/bookshop/atlas-of-britain-and-ireland-s-larger-moths-detail
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The Biodiversity Project by Siobhan Healy 

The ‘Biodiversity’ project is an ongoing research based artwork relating 
to rare species of flora and fauna by Siobhan Healy. Healy has  
focussed on two particular species, the Ghost Orchid and the Comma 
butterfly, that have interesting stories connected to them, both of which 
inspired Healy to connect with Sir David Attenborough, the president of 
Butterfly Conservation.  The Biodiversity Project is focused on work to 
retain areas which provide the correct environments for endangered 
species and also the development of urban wildlife areas to provide 
spaces for biodiversity to thrive such as in the Claypits in Glasgow and 
the Geddes Garden, Johnstone Terrace in Edinburgh. 

The first species in focus is a plant species that inspired Healy - the 
Ghost Orchid (Epipogium aphyllum) which was declared extinct in the 
UK after no sightings for 23 years, and then popped up again in 2009 
on the Welsh borders, to the excitement of botanists internationally. 
Healy exhibited her Ghost Orchid sculptures at Harvard University for a 
temporary exhibition (2nd Dec 2011-4th March 2012) in the Glass Flower 
Gallery in the Harvard Museum of Natural History. She also gave a  
lecture there as part of the opening event. Healy’s glass flowers differ 

from the botanically accurate glass flowers found in the Harvard collection because Healy’s Ghost 
Orchids were created as completely clear flowers and presented in a sculptural form, to give a 
sense of the transient and delicate nature of the subject matter and to provide a platform for  
discussion relating to conservation issues.  

After this exhibition, Healy wrote to Sir David Attenborough because a contact at Harvard  
University suggested that Attenborough might be interested in the Ghost Orchid project and Sir 
David responded, by writing within his response that it was ‘certainly very interesting’. 

The next project was the Comma Butterfly (Polygonia c-album) project in 2013. Healy was  
inspired by the Comma because it had not been spotted in Glasgow for approximately 100 years, 
and then, about 20 years ago, it was spotted in the Claypits, in North Glasgow, which has heavily 
polluted soil, a legacy of this post-industrial city. Healy states “This particular area of Glasgow, 
Possil, has been highlighted as one of the most poverty stricken areas of the UK and also has the 
record for the average lowest lifespan of people in the UK, but out of all the places in the UK, the 
rare Comma Butterflies have inexplicably chosen to make it their home. Due to this and other  
factors, the Claypits have been declared an urban wildlife area. This gives me hope…on several 
levels.”    

Healy created several representations of the Comma Butterfly, firstly the electrically charged  
 

version (pictured with artist)  
which behaved in a similar way to a plasma ball with Zenon gas contained within it.  The electrical 
light within it moved when a connection was made with the sculpture. The body of the butterfly 
was made during a ‘Glass & Gas’ workshop in Brooklyn, New York.  This particular artwork was 
then developed into a sparkly, crystal emblazoned artwork for a residency and exhibition  
supported by Swarovski Crystal.  

A further continuation of the Comma Butterfly series of work was developed into limited edition 
screenprints, in which the image of the Comma butterfly is depicted in coal black, with details in  
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diamond dust and precious metals such as 24 Carat gold leaf and fine silver. The intention is to 
give the viewer the sense that this Comma butterfly species, found in what was a post-industrial 
wasteland, is precious and must be safeguarded. Sir David Attenborough was kind enough to 
give Healy advice regarding research for the Comma Butterfly project, which helped to further  
develop and deepen the concepts of the artwork.    

Furthermore, Healy’s Comma Butterfly is also to be  
represented as a permanent public artwork. She has  
collaborated with the esteemed writer, Alasdair Gray, who  
provided text for this artwork. Set into Caithness stone, located 
near the Claypits, where the Comma butterfly can now be  
regularly spotted in the summer months in Glasgow, this will 
be a permanent reminder of this precious and special  
butterfly’s existence there.   

The Biodiversity exhibition project is continuing, focussed on 
the development of Urban Biodiversity, with exhibitions at  
Edinburgh University as part of Edinburgh Art Festival and 
concurrently at Pollok House, National Trust for Scotland, 
Glasgow.  It will be touring to the Gracefield Arts Centre, Dumfries 28th March - 12th May 2019.  I 
will also be showing my Mackintosh inspired butterflies and ghost orchids as part of Mackintosh 
Month, 1st - 31st Oct at the Mackintosh Club, Helensburgh & Nov-Dec at the Queens X Church, 
Glasgow.  

 “Siobhan Healy makes tiny fragile sculptures that draw attention to endangered species and the 
plight of the natural world. For the Edinburgh art festival, she has collaborated with Scotland’s 
greatest living writer, Alasdair Gray, a powerful artist in his own right. The resulting delicate  
creations pay homage to the urban ecosystems of Geddes Garden, a tiny wilderness near  
Grassmarket.”  Jonathan Jones, critic in The Guardian  

Further Links: 

https://hmnh.harvard.edu/news/glass-orchids-glass-artist-siobhan-healy-opens-december-2-harvard-museum-natural-

history  

https://www.theguardian.com/culture/2018/jul/20/what-to-see-this-week-in-the-uk 
https://edinburghartfestival.com/whats-on/detail/biodiversity 
https://www.nts.org.uk/visit/events/biodiversity-alasdair-gray-and-siobhan-healy 

Siobhan Healy 
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