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Editorial 

I can’t remember another season when all species of butterfly have had good 
flying weather  i.e. from mid-April to August and still continuing as I write in mid-
September. This must have been a good year for species to expand colonies 
where vacant habitat was available. Migrant butterflies have not been so numer-
ous and so garden Buddleias weren't covered with Red Admirals and Painted 
Ladies in my experience. I only chanced on a couple of Clouded Yellows when I 
made a trip to the south coast of Devon at Blackpool Sands. Peacock butterflies 
quickly “went to bed” not long after emerging in the hot July weather. Humming-
bird Hawk moths have been about but have escaped my attention. 
 
In my Chudleigh garden I had 19 species for the season as a whole which 
is one butterfly less than my record of 20. Large Skipper ventured in, not 
seen for a number of years, and I was delighted to get a Wall Brown when 
the species seems to be contracting to coastal localities (see page 26). 
 
This year’s Grizzled Skipper survey has highlighted a huge decrease in sites for 
the species (see page 10). There may be other unreported colonies in Devon 
so if you haven’t sent in records you have made this year for Grizzled please 
email Roger Bristow, County Recorder:  records@devon-butterflies.org.uk 
The more records Roger receives for any butterfly species contributes towards 
a more accurate knowledge of the species’ distribution in our county. Necessary 
record details are date, species, number, site, grid reference, your name and 
comments if any. 
 
We heartily recommend members to attend our Members’ Day and AGM (see 
page 4) which we believe will be an informative and enjoyable day. Lunch will 
be available if pre-booked. The day is a good opportunity to meet other mem-
bers and find out more of the branch’s work. 
 
We know we could do more as a branch and if any member would like to be 
more active in Devon BC we certainly would welcome an extra committee 
member (or two!) either to take up a specific post or just help with making deci-
sions and running the branch generally. Contact Jonathan Aylett our Chairman - 
his contact details are on page 31. 
 
We do receive requests to attend some events that we can’t always get to 
which is a pity, but we are limited by volunteers that are available. If you would 
like to add your name to the list of volunteers who help out when they can at 
these events please contact Mary Harold (see her contact details on page 31). 
 
Finally, the branch will embark on a programme of Winter Work tasks from this 
November until next March. The practical work is very satisfying  knowing that 
sites will be improved for butterflies, not forgetting the beneficial physical exer-
cise and good company! Details of tasks start on page 28. 
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Devon BC Members’ Day and AGM Sat. 27th October 2018, Crediton 
 
To be held at the Boniface Centre in the grounds of Crediton Parish Church. 
The Parish Church is on the A377 main road which from Exeter is on the 
right not long after passing the turning for the road to Tiverton (A3072) and 
before the shops. From north Devon on A377, shortly after passing all the 
town centre shops, the entrance to Parish Church is on the left. Boniface 
Centre is on the right as you go down the Parish Church drive - keep on to 
rear of church for parking 
 
Programme:- 

  9.30 Doors open to public 

10.05 Chairman’s introduction to the day 

10.10 AGM including transect report 

11.00 Coffee 

11.30 George Tordoff talk - "Surveying Rare Moths in Wales." 

12.30 John Butter DVD “Seasons” 

  1.00 Lunch 

  2.15 Dr. Cathy Horsley talk “West Country Buzz: North Devon bumblebees       

        and their conservation”  

  3.15 Megan Lowe “All The Moor Butterflies” scheme update 

  3.45 Tea & cake 

  4.15 End of Members’ Day. 

 
Lunches will be available if pre-booked with Roger Bristow and will consist 
of plated cold meat (there will be a vegetarian or vegan option) with warm 
potatoes and salad followed by apple pie and cream, or fruit salad. There 
is a suggested donation of £10 (we are charged VAT if we have a compul-
sory charge) and to book, please contact Roger as soon as possible (so 
that you don't forget!). Closing date for booking is Saturday 20th October. 

Contact Roger:- devonbristows@btinternet.com  or 01395 578 003.  
 

Dr Cathy Horsley is Conservation Officer for the Bumblebee Conservation 
Trust. She joined the Trust in September 2016 working in the South West on 
the West Country Buzz project. She has a background in pollinators and ecol-
ogy, and is passionate about insect conservation. Cathy enjoys being outside 
looking for bumblebees, and wildlife gardening. 

George Tordoff is the Senior Conservation Officer for BC UK Operations 
(Wales). He is a knowledgeable entomologist with a special interest in rare 
lepidoptera.  
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Agenda for the Annual General Meeting of Devon Branch of Butterfly 
Conservation 

 
1. Present. 
2. Apologies. 
3. Approval of the Minutes of the meeting of 21st October 2017. 
4. Matters arising from those minutes. 
5. Accounts and Treasurer’s report. 
6. Committee members standing down on rotation and standing for re-election 
    (Ray Jones; Peter Hurst). 
7. Chairman’s report. 
8. Transect and WCBS co-ordinator’s report.  
9. AOB. 

 
Amanda Hunter will be standing down from the committee as Membership Sec-
retary and Marjory Taylor will relinquish her role as Secretary but remain on 
committee as Branch Organiser. Amanda will continue her work on the 
branch’s webpages in a non-committee role. 
 

 

 

 
On 24th June John Summerscales 
chanced upon an Elephant Hawk 
moth on the station shelter at Bere 
Ferrers.  
 
Also that day in his garden at Mile-
house in Plymouth he found the 
characterful larva of Knot Grass 
moth on a rose 
 
Photos: JOHN SUMMERSCALES 
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Lydford Old Railway Reserve report 2018 - Colin Sargent, reserve officer 

It has been another great year for the Heath Fritillary butterfly at our Lydford 
reserve in Devon. 

The year started off with high numbers of their larvae counted on the old rail-
way embankment in section 2 and was followed later by many flying adults on 
fine sunny days which were plentiful this year. 

We did several extra days’ clearance work over the winter on all four sections 
which helped the butterflies move more freely over the whole reserve and we 
are hoping to do a couple more extra work days for next winter. 

Many thanks to everyone who help at Lydford with the clearance work and 
also the weekly transects done from 1st of April through to 14th July. 

Winter work party volunteers needed: I am looking for more volunteers to 
help with clearance work this year and in 2019. I have arranged two dates: 
Sat 17th November 2018 and Sat 16th February 2019 if you could help out 
with some raking up and light coppicing, please come along and bring a 
packed lunch etc - tools will be provided but bring your own if you wish and I 
look forward to seeing you on the day. 

Transect help needed: I would appreciate some extra help with the transects too 
and if you could spare a couple of hours walking along our lovely reserve counting 
the beautiful butterflies in spring and summer then please get in touch (contact 
details page 31) and I can give you the necessary training for doing the transects. 
Thanks again to everyone who helps keep the Lydford reserve in tip top condition 
so our rare Heath Fritillary continues to thrive at the Lydford reserve. 

 
Moths flying by day - Colin Burningham 
 
As with every year, we are always keen to get out and 
see the first butterflies of the season and this year was 
no different except for the day-flying moths (and a few 
night-flying moths that will readily fly in daytime if dis-
turbed) that just happened to be around while we were 
searching for some of our butterflies. 
 
We started our walks on 13th May, when we visited 
Torrington Commons to view the Pearl-bordered 
Fritillary colony. We were successful in finding a 
number of them but we were joined by frequent 
sightings of Speckled Yellow. 
 
A week later on 19th May, we visited Haldon, again 
to see the Pearl-bordered Fritillary and we were also 
treated with views of a Fox Moth, which we were 
later able to photograph.  

Speckled Yellow, top, 
Fox moth, bottom 

COLIN BURNINGHAM 
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A few days later, on 22nd May, we were at 
Dawlish Warren and found a Cinnabar flying 
in the company of a number of Common 
Blues and Small Coppers. 
 
On the 2nd June, we visited Bystock to observe 
the Common Blue colony and were treated to 
the appearance of an attractive grass moth, 
Crambus pascuella  and a fleeting sighting of a 
Common Heath. Later that day, we visited La 
Ronde for an afternoon tea and saw a couple of 
Large Skippers together with a Six-spot Burnet. 

The next day, we attended the 
excellent Devon Branch guided 
walk at Meeth and saw a number 
of Wood Whites. The attendant 
moth this time was the attractive 
Brown China-mark which happily 
flew when disturbed. 
On 10th June, we visited Belstone 
and walked up to the Tor. On the 

way, we were treated to the sight of a num-
ber of Green Hairstreaks and they were in 
the company of another attractive grass 
moth, Crambus lathoniellus. 
 
Finally on 12th June, we paid another visit to 
Haldon in the hope of seeing Small Pearl-
bordered Fritillaries. We were lucky to see 
one example but the moth flying on the site 
was a Marbled White Spot together with a 
rather elusive Scarlet Tiger. 
 
Night flying moths take a lot of effort to see, let alone identify. However, looking 
for our day-flying moths, including the night-flying moths that readily fly in day-
time, is a great way of introducing ourselves to the amazing world of moths 
while still looking for our butterfly species.    
 
 
Holly Blues on damp ground 
Holly Blues are not uncommonly seen, sometimes in twos and threes on damp 
ground in Bovey Woods near Bovey Tracey. However Karen Stevenson reports 
seeing 10 - 15 of them in the Hisley Bridge area on 16th July this year. 

Cinnabar  left, Crambus pascuella right 
COLIN BURNINGHAM 

Six-spot Burnet, left and Brown China Mark 
COLIN BURNINGHAM 

Marbled White 
Spot 

Crambus 
lathoniellus  

COLIN 
BURNINGHAM 
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The Monarch Butterfly: Evolution in Action - David Cox 
 
We are all familiar with the epic migration of 
the beautiful sub-tropical Monarch butterfly 
(Danaus plexippus) from television wildlife 
programmes. What is less well known is that 
the Monarch has established breeding colo-
nies in parts of Southern Europe where it 
has adapted to local food plants for its lar-
vae.  Because of the favourable climate, it 
can over-winter locally and survive without 
the need to migrate. These relatively rapid 
evolutionary changes provide exciting op-
portunities for European wildlife watchers. 
 
The annual migration of the Monarch from 
its over-wintering site in the forests of Mexi-
co northwards through the USA and into 
Canada is one of the wonders of the natural 
world. It takes several generations to 
achieve and is driven by the need to find suitable feeding and reproductive con-
ditions. As winter approaches the butterflies return to their winter hibernation 
sites. I have witnessed this impressive southerly movement whilst autumn bird 
watching on the eastern seaboard of the US. It is at this time that some Mon-
archs may be blown off course and arrive in the U.K., along with a few unfortu-
nate migratory American birds that cause great excitement in the twitching fra-
ternity in hot spots such as the Scilly Islands.  Another population of Monarchs 
over-winters in Southern California and makes a similar migratory round journey 
on the western side of N. America. 
The food plant of the Monarch larva is the American milkweed, Asclepias tuber-
osa. The sap of this species (and many related ones) is highly toxic, containing 
cardiac glycosides related to digoxin. The caterpillars store the toxin which ends 
up in the bodies of the butterflies, rendering them poisonous to predators. This 
particular plant and its relatives are not native to Europe but the Monarch colo-
nies now established here have adapted to different food plants, using related 
species that have been introduced as garden plants.  
The Monarch first established itself in Europe in the Canaries, Azores and Ma-
deira. Less well known are the colonies in the Algarve, Portugal, and the Cadiz 
area of Southern Spain; I have been fortunate enough to see Monarchs in both 
of these areas. In June 2018 we visited a newly established long-distance foot-
path, just north of Gibraltar, called the Sendero Mariposa Monarca,  translated 
as footpath of the Monarch butterfly. We ventured along the path with no great 
expectations and soon found ourselves in a flowery meadow, sloping down to a 
wet area with trees and shrubs. To our delight, and astonishment, a Monarch 
drifted through with its lazy gliding flight, soon to be followed by others. Other 
attractive butterfly species were present including the Moroccan Orange Tip 

Spanish Monarch DAVID COX 



9 

Anthocharis bella, similar to our own Orange Tip Anthocharis cardamines, 
but with the white wing colour replaced by yellow. In the background the 
ubiquitous Nightingales were singing. A memorable experience. 
The survival of the Monarch in these European locations has been due to the 
introduction of non-native members of the extensive milkweed family Asclepi-
adaceae. In Spain it is the ‘Blood Flower’, Asclepias curassavica, a South 
American species, whilst in the Algarve it is ‘Bristle Fruited Silkweed’, Gom-
phocarpus fruticose, introduced from South Africa. 
 
The  Monarch butterfly is clearly a robust species. Its colonization of Europe 
has been the result of unrelated serendipitous events: the accidental cross-
ing of the Atlantic followed by the discovery of introduced plants suitable for 
their larvae. Finding themselves in an equable year-round climate, the 
Monarch’s migratory trigger has not been called upon. Let us hope that this 
beautiful insect continues to thrive in Southern Europe. 
 
 
High Brown Fritillary spotted at Haytor 
Whilst out on a family walk at Haytor on 11th 
July this year, Mike Godfrey chose to stay low-
er down not far from the car park to look for 
photographic subjects rather than ascend the 
tor. His reward was to discover a High Brown 
Fritillary nectaring on Bramble. This rare butter-
fly is not known to regularly breed at Haytor but 
has occasionally been seen there in the past 
(info from Jenny Plackett). Jenny estimates a 
journey of about 7 km from the nearest Dart 
Valley breeding site. The butterfly was lost as a 
breeding species from Trendlebere Down, about 2 
miles northwest of Haytor, in a devastating fire 
in 1998. It would be good news indeed if it was able to re-colonise that locality.   
 
 
Large Tortoiseshell sighting 
David Cawthraw spotted a Large Tortoiseshell, 
a rare migrant butterfly at Dawlish Warren on 
2nd July this year. Roger Bristow, County Re-
corder, confirmed it as the first definite for Dev-
on this year. An unconfirmed report had been 
received from Blackpool Sands, on May 18th. 
 
 
 

High Brown Fritillary 
MIKE GODFREY 

DAVID CAWTHRAW 
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Devon Grizzled Skipper survey 2018 results - Pete Hurst 
 
John Randall did a county survey for Grizzled in 2006 
and for his analysis he added any extra sites that were 
recorded in 2004 and 2005 to give a figure for extant 
Grizzled Skipper sites. I have followed his methodology 
for comparison with this year’s survey. Of 65 Grizzled 
Skipper sites recorded between 1990 and 2005 he man-
aged to check all these sites for the 2006 survey with the 
help of a team of recorders. He concluded that there were 
27 remaining sites in Devon for Grizzled Skipper in 2006. 
 
For the 2018 survey I found that there were about 35 sites 
for Grizzled recorded from 2006-2017. Haldon, which is a 
big area, had various records dotted about but I focussed on 
the main butterfly walk area for checking as this seemed the 
most likely place to concentrate recording effort. A couple of remote sites in North 
Devon weren’t checked, both being private sites that I didn’t know and there wasn’t 
time to follow up the records there, resulting in a total of 27 sites being checked. In 
2018 I have concluded that there are 9 known extant sites in Devon for Grizzled 
Skipper and adding extra sites from 2017 and 2016, this is boosted to 12.  
 
12 years after the last survey then, we have a reduction of 55.6% of Grizzled Skip-
per sites in Devon. This is alarming news. Fortunately there are some positives. 
News this year from several neighbouring private sites north of Doddiscombsleigh 
give the highest numbers of Grizzled in Devon, well into double figures, and there 
are other colonies not too distant for example Woodah Farm and North Wood so 
hopefully the species may be relatively secure in this region. Also it is good to get 
confirmation that Braunton Burrows appears safe at the moment: “it seems that 
Grizzled is scattered and widespread” - comment from John Breeds. Previous re-
cent years had few or no records from there. My local patch at DWT Ruggadon, 
Trusham also saw the species reappear this year when it had last been seen in 
2014, and neighbouring Deer Park Farm also had a return of the butterfly after a 
long absence. Haldon Forest was looking as though it could have a blank year but 
eventually sightings did get reported. It must be in very low numbers there as sever-
al recorders (myself included) saw none whilst surveying in good conditions.  
 
Blank spots include the Bovey Basin, i.e. Stover, Great Plantation, Chudleigh 
Knighton, Heathfield and Finlake area where most of these sites had colonies not 
long ago. Parts of the Finlake area still look very good for Grizzled with lots of bare 
ground, copious Wild Strawberry (one of the larval foodplants) and plenty to nectar 
on. Dingy Skipper, a companion species requiring similar conditions still does very 
well at Finlake, so it is puzzling why Grizzled seems to have gone.  
 
Trenchford Reservoir near Hennock, regularly surveyed by John Rickett for several 
years and always returning a number of Grizzled sightings unfortunately was mown 

Grizzled Skipper in 
egglaying mode on 

Creeping Cinquefoil, 
Holsworthy Woods 

PETE HURST 
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at the beginning of the flight season for the second year running. BC is liaising with 
South West Water to implement a favourable management arrangement there. 
 
In 2018 no records came from anywhere in East Devon. In recent years some 
records have come from the coast between Branscombe and Lyme Regis. Also 
no record of Grizzled from Lydford this year (and for several years apart from a 
singleton reported last year). Again, like the Finlake location Lydford Forest 
track sides look good to me for the species, lots of small herbs and sun-
exposed bare ground but no Grizzleds and they used to fare well here. 
 
In some places, e.g. Haldon, Grizzled Skipper colonies must be so small that 
they are easily missed and that gives hope that the butterfly may be able to 
build numbers up again here, and in other places, with the right conditions 
available. We shall have a BC work party this winter at Haldon to clear ground 
specially for the species and hopefully the Forestry Commission may be able to 
help by doing some scraping of track margins for the butterfly. Dingy Skipper, 
Common Blue and other butterflies will also benefit. 
 
At Miltor Mator next to Stoneycombe Quarry, Kingskerswell, we shall once 
again be removing scrub during another work party to regain grassland habitat 
(see Winter Work Party dates at rear of this newsletter). The quarry ecologist, 
Simon Wiltshire showed some of us a recently restored limestone grassland 
area earlier this year not far from the Grizzled colony at Miltor Mator, and Simon 
is aware of the basic needs of Grizzled Skipper. There is an excellent chance it 
will spread into this newly-provided habitat. 
 
My thanks to everyone who checked sites and sent in records for this survey. 
All records have gone to Roger Bristow’s County Database. I also thank Roger 
for providing me with a full historic list of Devon records for Grizzled upon which 
the survey was based. 
 

DEVON GRIZZLED SKIPPER SITES RECORDED IN 2018 

Miltor Mator, Kingskerswell 

Whilborough Common, Kingskerswell 

North Doddiscombsleigh, cluster of neighbouring colonies 

North Wood, Dunchideock 

Woodah Farm, Doddiscombsleigh 

Ruggadon and neighbouring Deer Park Farm, Trusham 

Haldon Butterfly Walk area 

Holsworthy Woods 

Braunton Burrows (scattered records) 
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Egglaying Dark Green  
Fritillary - Jonathan Aylett 
 
On Wednesday afternoon the 18th of July whilst 
descending the steep section of a lane leading down 
from Kingshead Farm situated on the south east 
side of Hamel Down above Widecombe - in - the 
Moor I became aware that there were a number of 
butterflies hawking along the banks either side in-
cluding Meadow Browns and Small Whites. Then a 
Fritillary flew overhead. I hoped that it would settle 
close by but I know from experience that all too often 
the large Fritillaries do not hang about to allow the 
naturalist to get a good sighting.  
 
The butterfly spread its wings on the top of the hedge livegrowth for a minute or so 
to catch the sun and fluttered about a little but I was unable to identify the species. 
It then descended to eye level and started flying in and out of the base of the 
hedge above the bank where the growth was quite thick but which nevertheless I 
could see into. I then had a clear view of the underwings and, although these 
were rather worn and faded, there was an unmistakable green wash on them 
which enabled me to identify the individual as a  Dark Green Fritillary.  
 
After some fluttering about it settled on some old gorse twigs and other leaf litter 
and extended its abdomen in a curved position pointing downwards and moved 
from one point to another amongst the litter pausing for a few seconds on each 
occasion as it deposited an egg whilst quivering its wings. It did this about six 
times in the space of about a minute before flying to an adjoining part of the 
hedge to repeat the procedure. During this time I had excellent views of the butter-
fly being only a foot or so away. 
 
It then flew off over the hedge into a field. The eggs were so small that it was hard 
to see them in the vegetation on which they had been laid and the colour was not 
obvious - perhaps this is a deliberate survival strategy on the part of the butterfly. 
 
It was sheer chance that I saw what I did but it proved a wonderful insight in to the 
life of this beautiful insect. I wonder whether other BC members in our Branch 
have observed what I did. 
 
 
Holly Blue rests up in heat: Butterflies will sometimes rest 
up during hot periods, a behaviour known as aestivating. On 
9th July this year, a Holly Blue did just that in the shade of our 
garden. It landed on a Bramble leaf during the heat of midday 
and did not move for over an hour (photo right, Pete Hurst). 

Dark Green Fritillary 
DAVE LAND 
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Purple Emperors on the Knepp Estate - David Land 

 
For most butterfly enthusiasts, there is 
something special about seeing a Purple 
Emperor - probably to do with its size, col-
our and rarity. Sadly, although recorded in 
Devon in the past, it is unlikely you'll see 
one here over the tops of oaks flashing 
purple in the sunlight as it does battle with 
other males in search of females. But there 
is an area in West Sussex where you can 
be guaranteed to see this enigmatic butter-
fly in all its glory: at Knepp Castle Estate 
some 7 miles from Horsham. This site is 
now regarded as the largest for the Purple 
Emperor in the country and this year a count of 388 was made by Neil Hulme 
during an 11 hour stint, the most ever recorded in a single day. 
 
Until 2001, to see such numbers would have been just a dream as the Estate 
was intensively farmed. Since then Knepp has been the subject of a a rewilding 
project, driven by grazing animals. Fences have been removed and so the ani-
mals have freedom to move and graze and create a mosaic of habitat and it is 
not unusual to see pigs snuffling in the undergrowth and long-horned cattle in 
both meadows and the scrub. One of the early outcomes was a massive in-
crease in sallow, the tree upon which the Purple Emperor lays its eggs. This 
change has benefited a wide variety of wildlife and this year there were 16 Tur-
tle Doves calling. Nowadays you are lucky to hear one in Devon.  Knepp is also 
thought to have the largest Brown Hairstreak colony in the country. What is be-
coming clear is that the abandonment of in-
tensive farming and a more sympathetic ap-
proach to the farming of animals for the meat 
they sell has led to a massive increase in 
both the diversity and amount of wildlife here. 
There is a lot of information on the internet 
about this project if you want to find out more.  
 
Until now the Purple Emperor has been re-
garded as a rare butterfly of mature oak 
woodlands spending most of its time high in 
the treetops. This year has shown that with 
the changes which have taken place to the 
habitat at Knepp, here it is a butterfly of rides 
where hedgerows are left uncut and where 
scrubby sallow has proliferated and it is not 
unusual to see it just above head height as males search for females. 

Green Lane at Knepp 
DAVID LAND 

Female Purple Emperor on Oak 
DAVID LAND 
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So when my wife and I arrived mid afternoon on 
2 July this year and walked along a footpath 
known as Green Lane, we counted at least 6 
Purple Emperors in about 10 minutes flying 
through and above the trees on either side of 
the footpath, some landing on the top of the 
hedges on either side close enough to take pho-
tos. Continuing down the lane we had a magical 
sight of 6 Purple Emperors together doing battle 
circling above our heads, flashing purple in the 
sunlight. This was the start of 3 happy days 
here. Our timing was a little late in the season to 
see the males at their best, but the females 
were still emerging. So whilst we did not see 
males taking minerals from the cow pats as had 
happened in the previous week, Neil Hulme kindly showed us an oak tree 
which had a sap run on branches only about 15 feet from the ground and on 
several occasions we watched 3 Purple Emperors at the same time taking the 
sap. There were different Purple Emperors appearing and it looked like they 
were coming from varying distances to take advantage of the sap run. It was 
also interesting to watch females which had been ovipositing in the sallows a 
short distance away returning during the late afternoon and either resting in 
field maple, some only 10 feet from the ground and others taking sap from the 
oak. Another interesting sight was to watch males trying to mate with females 
which had already mated. In order to shake off the males the females would 
spiral to almost ground level and sometimes land on or near the ground. The 
males would give up and head back up into the trees. 
 
So we spent 4 very hot but happy days watching these happenings around us.  
 
Here's looking forward to next year! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Purple Emperor on a  Hazel leaf 
DAVID LAND 

 
At the Natural Seaton  

Festival this summer the 
Devon BC information stall 

had a large prehistoric  
visitor in attendance! 

(photo MARY HAROLD) 
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Book Review: Beyond Spring by Matthew Oates pub. Fair Acre Press 
 
Matthew Oates is undoubtedly our best known 'butterfly ambassador' and in 
the June 2016 newsletter I wrote a review of his 'In Pursuit Of Butterflies'. This 
is not quite a successor as it has a much broader wildlife canvas, the sub-title 
being 'Wanderings Through Nature'. It does however include a broad range of 
butterfly species and locations, including comments on such matters as roost-
ing techniques. Matthew's extensive knowledge is obvious, particularly in re-
spect of flora and birds. Poetry, some questionable, features prominently and 
there are many and varied literary references, especially to Edward Thomas.  
 
The book is deliberately written for 'snatch reading' in lunch breaks or Matthew 
suggests the short chapters could be read 'sneakily behind a pile of papers 
during pointless office meetings. Matthew has of course recently retired from 
his many years of conservation work for the National Trust. Matthew has a rich 
and engaging style, with superb descriptions, to name just three of many, relat-
ed to goldfinches, summer rain and the dawn chorus. Other quotes are memo-
rable such as describing rows of serried conifers as 'a hell on earth represent-
ing the darkest shadows of the mind' and, more generally 'we are living in a 
world which has fallen still further from grace, for nature's church is now being 
rapidly eroded away'. He also offers sound advice from his many years of natu-
ral history observation, such as the importance of keeping a comprehensive 
natural history diary and learning to instantly 'freeze' when out in the country-
side and encountering “sudden visitations”.  
 
There is some very earthy humour about being bitten by deer flies and to my 
amazement his beloved Purple Emperors don't really get much mention until 
page 142. Then however he does go somewhat 'over the top' with a quote 
from Isaiah: ' the people who walked in darkness have seen a great light' 
though perhaps he remembered it was quoted again in the new Testament, 
from the gospel of Matthew.  
 
For someone of his vast lepidoptera knowledge I was surprised that he thought 
the Holly Blue was entirely dependent on holly for one of its broods. Way back 
in 1999 Ken Willmott, in a Butterfly Conservation booklet about this species, 
listed twenty eight probable larval food plants. Also our British Swallowtail is 
not 'wholly dependent' on milk parsley since if it emerges early, and finds its 
normal egglaying source not fully developed, it can occasionally use other plants.  
However I am fully supportive of anyone who can write 'I could not kill a butter-
fly to save my life' and this book was short-listed for the 2017 Richard Jefferies 
literature award.  
 

Richard Stewart.  
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Butterfly walk at Riverford Field Kitchen near Staverton  - Jonathan Aylett 
 
“We're mad about veg - it's at 
the core of everything we do. 
Come and live life on the veg 
with us". So reads the strap 
line promoting Riverford Or-
ganic Farms located near 
Woolston Green and whose 
supporting information on the 
internet underlines the fact 
that organic farming encour-
ages wildlife. 
 
Following an approach by 
Riverford Farms to Butterfly 
Conservation asking if ar-
rangements might be made 
for a guided farm walk with 
an educational emphasis on 
butterflies and moths and which could be linked to a lunch taken by the participants, 
Jonathan Aylett, Dave Holloway and Pete Hurst of Devon Branch BC arrived at The 
Riverford Field Kitchen on Friday the third of August on a lovely sunny morning . 
Fortunately our apprehensions that everyone booked to attend the walk might have 
abandoned their plans for a day on the beach evaporated as people began to arrive 
at the appointed time, some forty or so, including some who worked on the organic 
farms and several children with their parents. 
A live specimen of a beautiful male Oak Eggar moth which was shown by Jason, 
one of the Riverford employees to Pete for identification was an exciting start to the 

walk and admired by 
those present. 
 
Moving past a large 
buddleia growing 
on a bank close to 
the Field Kitchen 
enabled the group 
to look at Red Ad-
mirals and Small 
Whites feeding on 
the purple flowers 
whilst further uphill 
in a herb garden 
the different plants 
were alive with but-
terflies which peo-

Pete Hurst addressing attendees  DAVID HOLLOWAY 



17 

ple were able to observe close at hand as they fed on the nectar. Species rec-
orded included Green - veined and Small Whites, Small Copper, Common 
Blue, Gatekeeper and Small Tortoiseshell. 
 
Beyond the Field Kitchen the walk crossed a field to a small valley where some 
irrigation ponds afforded sightings of various species of Dragonfly. The herb rich 
grasslands around the ponds which remained uncut provided ample opportunity to 
see many more butterflies and on the edge of a field in which lettuces were grow-
ing a large number of active young toads were seen. A representative from River-
ford Farms said that slugs caused hardly any problems with the crop - an example 
of farming sympathetically with nature if ever there was one. 
 
Returning to the Field Kitchen Pete managed a short question and answer 
session for participants in the event. At the end of this he asked the audience 
several questions of his own about the ecology of butterflies including one 
which demanded the answer as to why butterflies and moths are so crucial to 
the health of our countryside. The reply by a lady to the effect that they are at 
the bottom of the food chain was the response that he was looking for. 
 
A delicious lunch cooked and served by Riverford Farms personnel was a re-
minder, if reminder was needed, of just how good life on the veg is. 
 
I would like to thank Riverford Organic Farms for inviting members of Butterfly 
Conservation to share our passion for the conservation of butterflies and 
moths with them and their clients and hope that there can be further collabora-
tion between our respective organisations in the organisation of similar events 
in the future. That the event was a success was in no small measure due to 
the effective organisation of Pete Hurst who also led the participants so ably. 
(Note: reconnoitring  for this walk 3 weeks earlier revealed 15 butterfly species 
on the wing). 
 
 

Russell Gellman chanced 
upon a caterpillar web of the 

local Small Eggar moth 
whilst walking on the East 
Devon coast Undercliffs 
 Reserve (photo right,  
RUSSELL GELLMAN) 



18 

White-letter Hairstreak study day, 23rd June 2018 Wytham Field Sta-
tion, Oxford - notes from John Rickett 
 
Dutch Elm disease is widespread. It had probably been in existence for cen-
turies and undergoes cycles. The English elm suffered badly in the seventies 
when it was rampant. Today I notice 3 large trees on the Bovey River valley 
have been affected. One study has suggested that the current outbreak is 
the 6th to have occurred over the last 5,000 years. 
 
There are several different types of beetle involved  in Dutch Elm disease
(Scolytus scolytus). 
 
The tree will suffer when the xylem of the tree is affected and death will re-
sult. When the disease is seen on a tree one should remove the dead 
branches as soon as possible and then the tree may sometimes be saved. It 
need not be cut down. 
 
White-letter Hairstreak (WLH) is just one of many insects which uses elm as 
a food plant or for nectaring. White-spotted Pinion found in East Anglia is 
another example of an elm-dependent species. 
 
Searching for White-letter eggs is useful (they are easy to spot on the bare 
stems in winter - like the eggs of the Brown Hairstreak). One should carry 
out searching between leaf fall (November) and April. The best places to 
look are along river valleys where there are suckering elms and smaller 
elms, the lower branches of which are more easily examined. Records of 
eggs should be sent to the County Recorder. 
 
Elms which stand alone are ideal when looking for WLH. One should search 
especially on the south (sunny) side of the tree. Elms on woodland edge and 
in hedgerows are also good sites for checking. Elms in dense woodland are 
not so good. 
 
Young and growing elms can usefully be pollarded to encourage a lower canopy. 
 
Planting elms: Diseased elms should not be cut down but all dead branch-
es should be removed. Newly planted elms should  match the elms growing 
locally whatever species they are, Wych elm, Field elm etc. Wych elms are 
sometimes relatively resistant to the beetle, though mature trees are at risk. 
New seedlings and suckering should be encouraged. SSSI sites should not 
be planted with non-native elms. 
 
In new parkland the choice of elm can be made according to the recommenda-
tions of growers with regard to disease resistance: Lutece, Autumn Gold, Sam 
Zanobi, Horsea Ademuz etc. Ulmus laevis is useful for waterlogged areas. 
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Devon White-letter 
Hairstreak sightings 
in 2018 
 
Several reports of the elu-
sive  White-letter Hair-
streak were made this 
year. I didn’t hear of any in 
Bovey Woods - on the 
field event there on July 
8th Elms were checked in 
the woodland to no avail.  
 
An interesting sighting came from Bideford on 23rd June from Katie and David Sy-
mons of a White-letter on the ground. Not too many reports are made of the butterfly 
in North Devon so it was a welcome record. Katie explained that they have a sizea-
ble Elm tree near to them but this was the first time they had spotted White-letter. 
A day earlier on the 22nd June, Pete Hurst saw a Chudleigh White-letter nectar-
ing on Wild Privet in the hedgerow in his lane, his first ever sighting there. The 

butterfly was a female (stout body and long wing tails). Roger Bristow, County Re-
corder, commented that this was the earliest ever Devon sighting. 
 
In Central Park, Plymouth on 30th June, Michael Brooking “saw at least 6 White-
letters coming down to nectar on Cotoneaster tree opposite the pitch and putt café”. 
 
Kevin and Jacki Solman reported sightings from Saltram House on the Plym Estuary 
on 12th July where they saw “at least 3 high in a Wych Elm”. They added: “we knew 
they had to be there because of the number of elm trees. We believe they haven’t 
been seen here for many years”. 

Bideford White-letter Hairstreak KATIE and DAVID SYMONS 

  White-letter, Central Park, Plymouth                White-letter in laneside hedgerow,     
               MIKE BROOKING                                    Chudleigh  MIKE GODFREY 
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Field event reports 2018 
 
Trendlebere Down & Bovey Valley Woodlands  8th July - Jonathan Aylett 

 
“A demanding walk of 4 to 5 miles with some long steep sections” – so read 
the first sentence of the introductory notes in the programme of events for 
2018 relating to the visit to Trendlebere Down and Bovey Valley Wood-
lands.  Little did the ten participants on this event including our leader, Pete 
Hurst, and various visitors from Cheshire and Somerset, realise how presci-
ent these words were. In the evening we learned that the day had  been 
one of the hottest of the year with temperatures up to 32C in Devon. 
 
Moving leisurely downhill through the bracken we soon became aware that 
butterflies were out in force, including Gatekeepers, Graylings and Meadow 
Browns. A Grayling obliged by posing on a member ’s camera bag giving the 
opportunity for an unusual photograph. Pete pointed out a July Belle and a 
Grass Emerald whose exquisite colours impressed us all. 
 
On the woodland edge, Silver Washed Fritillaries and 
White Admirals danced overhead whilst the odd Brim-
stone, Marbled White and Speckled Wood were also seen. 
 
After a picnic downstream of Hisley Bridge we were 
encouraged to look up into the tree canopy with a 
view to spotting White Letter and Purple Hairstreaks. 
Sadly, none of the former were seen but Purple Hair-
streaks there were aplenty and not only flying on to 
the bracken adjoining the path but also settling on the 
path itself. Apparently, such behaviour is unusual and 
members felt that the butterflies were probably seek-
ing cooler conditions underneath the trees. 
 
The long haul back uphill to the car park tested our stamina but there were 
no ‘casualties’ along the route and on comparing notes it was apparent that 
no less than sixteen species of butterfly had definitely been identified and 
two further ‘probables’, Large White and Peacock. 
 
One remarkable species which no one had banked on seeing was the 
Nightjar that Pete flushed from under his feet on a path on the Down in front 
of us. 
 
A red-letter day was enjoyed by all and grateful thanks are due to Pete for 
leading the walk. 
 
 

Purple Hairstreak 
feeding on moisture 

close to the ground in 
Bovey Woods 

AMANDA HUNTER 
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Kerswell Downs 22nd July – David Poole 
 
18 people attended the event , hosted by Kingskerswell Natural History Society 
The site is managed by members and other volunteers in association with the 
Parish Council and it was the second visit by Butterfly Conservation. 
A highlight of the afternoon was the arrival of BBC Spotlight  presenter Chris-
tine Butler and cameraman Trystan, following  lengthy route instructions on a 
mobile phone. There was less than an hour’s notice of this splendid publicity, so 
it was  a case of ‘’keep calm and carry on’’ and phone around a few “need to 
know” people.  The main focus was the well publicised  Big Butterfly  Count 
and the site on one of the hottest days of the Summer had plenty to see. Some 
17 species, including Brown Argus, many Silver Washed Fritillary, Common 
Blues [a pair] provided an ideal filming opportunity, brief glimpses of Clouded  
Yellow and Jersey Tiger Moth. Having obtained enough footage, with some 
guidance, David was interviewed and as much background information as came 
to mind was given, no preparation  of course! 
 
Two young boys were excitedly spotting and identifying  butterflies with the aid of 
the Big Butterfly Count id sheet, that is until ‘’what’s for tea’’ wafted them away. 
 
The sequences [much edited of course] were introduced in the 2 Spotlight  
broadcasts the same evening and I was pleased to have some good reaction 
later from people who were delighted to see a favourite local beauty spot on the 
screen. It was a good day for butterfly awareness and a little moment of pride 
for anyone involved in the conservation . 
I emailed Christine to thank her for the interest that BBC had shown and maybe 
there was scope for more in the future! In turn she was pleased with the result 
and had good feedback. 
 
 
Bolshayne Farm near Colyton 
August 4th - Paul Butter 
 
This was a joint meeting with Lega-
cy to Landscape which is a 3 year 
project to engage local people in 
the boundaries of the historic Shute 
Estate with wildlife high on the 
agenda. There were a dozen peo-
ple in attendance from both BC and 
the general public who came via 
Legacy to Landscape. We were 
hosted by John Walker who farms 
organically and maintains traditional 
hay meadows as well as being cur-
rent guardian of a wet meadow SSSI and a small orchard. 

RUTH WORSLEY 
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We started our tour in  the garden where a love-
ly bed of Marjoram was alive with insects in-
cluding Common Blues, Gatekeepers, Small 
Coppers, as well as the colourful micromoth, 
Pyrausta aurata  often referred to as “mint 
moth” as it also is partial to various Mints. A few 
Meadow Browns flitted around the garden oc-
casionally nectaring on the Marjoram. There 
was a very fine Buddleia bush also in the gar-
den which was attracting both Large Whites 
and Small Whites as both these butterflies 
seem to be quite numerous this year. After a 
few minutes a Comma joined them as well as a 
Red Admiral or two. By this time it was getting 
quite hot, well into the “ twenties” so we made 
our way to the slightly shadier orchard area 
where Speckled Woods were seen amongst the 
trees and along the piece of hedgerow. Being disturbed from the hedgerow 
were some Blood-vein moths which we saw later as well appearing particu-
larly commonly in hedges around the water meadow. As we passed back 
through the garden en route to the water meadow we spotted first one then 
two Silver-washed Fritillaries that had appeared on the Buddleia both ra-
ther worn and faded towards the end of their flight period. 
  
Crossing the road into the water meadow we made our way along the field 
edge flushing dozens of the small “grass moths” at every step, nearly all of 
which were Agriphila straminea, a common enough moth but great to see  in 
such profusion. Straw Dot moths were also frequent here with the occasional 
Mother of Pearl Pleuroptya ruralis. Along this boundary was a large clump of 
Hemp Agrimony that had attracted several Small Coppers and Common 
Blues as well as Gatekeepers. The damper conditions favoured the Green-
veined Whites coursing up and down the hedgerow and then we saw a Hol-
ly Blue also attracted to the Hemp Agrimony before sailing over the hedge. 
The body of the meadow was alive with Common Blues with hundreds in total. 
  
Along the bottom edge of the water meadow some small areas of woodland 
added to the scene and a couple more Silver-washed Fritillaries in better 
condition were seen. Our final butterfly was the seemingly scarce Small Tor-
toisehell, back in the garden. It looks as if they have gone straight into hiber-
nation this year and disappeared from our gardens much earlier than usual, 
possibly in response to the hot dry summer.  
  
All in all 13 species of butterfly and 5 moth species, but most memorable 
were the high numbers of both Common Blue and Small Copper both of 
which have had poor years of late. Thanks to John Walker for hosting and 
guiding this event. 

Common Blue pair at Bolshayne 
PAUL BUTTER 
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Humble Glades near Lyme Regis August 5th 2018 - Paul Butter  
 
This was a joint meeting between Butterfly Conservation and the Axe Vale & Dis-
trict Conservation Society. Eleven people attended with Donald Campbell assist-
ing our progress by having a very large machete to cut through the worst over-
grown sections of the “path”. As advertised this event is always quite an adven-
ture into uncharted territory and it was no surprise to learn that JRR Tolkien 
spent some early years exploring these Undercliffs and they probably 
inspired the “Dark Wood” of the Hobbit books. 
 
Our first stop was in the garden of Mr & Mrs Allhusen who are the landowners 
who kindly permitted us to use some of their private drive and paths. Here a 
white Buddleia bush was frequented by Red Admiral, Large and Small Whites 
and two Painted Ladies. Lower down a couple of Common Blues flitted about 
and in the hedgerow we spotted Gatekeeper and Speckled Wood. A Holly Blue 
also flew past and on down the lane where another more usual purple Buddleia also 
hosted a couple of Commas as well as more Whites and Red Admirals. 
 
We then were introduced to one of Mr. Allhusens 
fields which being unsprayed with any pesticides or 
fertilisers and lightly grazed was alive with Common 
Blues with at least 100 seen. Amongst this throng 
were one or two Brown Argus which was an unex-
pected bonus as they are scarce in this area. Unfor-
tunately we did not see any signs of Chalkhill Blue 
which had been seen in this field back in 2009. It 
was very nice to see Field Scabious, Knapweed, 
Stemless Thistle, Bird's Foot Trefoil and many other 
flowers in a field. 
 
We then made our way through the wooded part of 
the Undercliff through Ash, Oak and Holm Oak with Privet understorey where a 

Rosy Footman and Small Fan-footed Wave were a couple of moths disturbed 
by our progress.  
 
We eventually emerged into the first glade where our first Small Copper was seen 
with a few Meadow Browns and Speckled Woods and Green-veined White. This is 
quite a grassy opening with Bird's Foot Trefoil and large clumps of Everlasting Pea. 
We also noticed a female Silver-washed Fritillary skulking low amongst the wood-
land edge shrubs looking for egg-laying sites near the Violet foodplants. 
 
The second Glade is steeper and rocky with more bare ground and this was oc-
cupied by several second brood Dingy Skippers plus more Common Blues. 
More male Silver-washed Fritillaries zoomed about settling very briefly on Hemp 
Agrimony or feral Buddleia. A small white butterfly disappeared over the edge of 

Brown Argus at Humble 
Glades  LARRY DAVIES 
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the path …was it a Wood White? A few minutes later another similar butterfly was 
spotted and I managed to net it and sure enough it was a first Wood White for the 
Humble Glades for some years. This was a male which do wander away from breed-
ing areas more than females so it was even more exciting when on our way back 
through Glade One we saw two more Wood Whites, one of which was a female. 
 
After a spot of lunch in the shade of Holm Oaks we made our way to the third 
glade which is steeper again and with more large limestone boulders and out-
crops. Here more Dingy Skippers were seen plus a few spectacular pink and 
yellow micromoths, Oncocerus semirubella, which is a very scarce moth in 
Devon but numerous on Humble Glades where plenty of Bird's Foot trefoil and 
hot bare slopes suit it's needs. Amongst the Marjoram two other colourful micro-
moths were noted, Pyrausta aurata and Pyrausta purpuralis. A few Silver Y 
moths and Large Yellow Underwings were also seen. 
 
Finally we made it to the fourth glade which is the largest and very open. No fur-
ther species were seen but Common Blues were really abundant and there were 
also good numbers of Dingy Skipper. 
 
In all 16 species of butterfly were seen and 7 species of moth. Back at the cars 
everyone was very pleased with what they had seen but also glad to be nearer a 
cup of tea! 
 
Leaders were Martin Drake and Paul Butter. 
 
 
Fontmell Down Butterfly Walk August 19th 
  
We had 12 people attend this joint event with Dorset Branch despite the poor 
weather forecast, some people setting off from Poole in the rain. However even 
on our arrival it was a warm 19C although quite windy on the exposed downland 
and as the day wore on it got hotter and steadily sunnier rising to 24C. 
  
We started to see butterflies almost immediately; the importance of leaving small 
areas of scrub on the downs becomes really obvious in windy conditions and a 
lot of insects were in the lee of Gorse and Bramble patches. Meadow Browns 
were around from the start looking rather worn at this late stage of the flight peri-
od as were the odd  Gatekeepers. The first Blues to be seen were some Com-
mon Blues and there was some questioning of whether any were Adonis Blue, 
but as soon as an Adonis appeared the startling electric blue immediately told us 
we were looking at the real thing. 
  
Also in the lee of the Gorse was our first Silver-spotted Skipper which a few of 
us saw briefly before it was whisked away on the wind. 
 
Leaving  this first area and moving on to the “down” proper we found that the 
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wind was less strong and as the sun made more of an appearance more and 
more Common Blues, Adonis Blues and Silver-spotted Skippers were seen 
by all. The Silver-spotted Skippers were particularly fond of nectaring on the 
flowers of the Stemless Thistles, nine out of ten being seen on these flowers 
with just a few on various yellow Compositae. We also noticed that the Skip-
pers had a preference for the mid to upper slopes. Brown Argus was the 
next butterfly to be seen, always difficult to spot amongst female Common 
Blues but as we saw more and more of them close up the differences were 
more apparent. 
 
A shout of Chalkhill Blue got us all excited and the first of this species was 
a female in perfect condition. We were then on the lookout for males but we 
found that this butterfly preferred the mid to lower slopes and descending we 
eventually saw several males in their silvery blue livery as well as more fe-
males. Along the lower shrub/tree line a large patch of Hemp Agrimony host-
ed a Peacock as well as almost all the other species we'd seen thus far de-
spite being nearly over. 
  
After an hour or so on the slopes we regrouped for our picnic lunches re-
suming at 2pm for a brief look at the chalk quarry where Small Blue has al-
ways been seen in previous years, and then down the lane and on to Comp-
ton Down. Unfortunately no Small Blues were to  be seen and all the food-
plant, Kidney Vetch, had dried and withered away so we can only hope they 
were flying earlier when the flowers were still on the plants. Down the lane 
we did see Speckled Woods and a couple of Holly Blues and a passing 
Red Admiral. All three “whites” were seen at various points during the day 
Large White, Small White and Green-veined White. 
  
All in all a very successful trip ably supported by Arthur Bryant and Malcolm 
Wemys from Dorset Branch with 14 species on the day plus some fabulous 
views over the county of Dorset and a marvellously rich flora including Au-
tumn Felwort. One participant had come all the way from Durham with a very 
smart camera and said it was the best place he had ever seen - praise in-
deed for a real gem of a chalk downland site. 
 
 
 

Convolvulus Hawk moth at Whitwell, 
Colyford 22nd  August  

PETER VERNON 
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State of Wall Brown in Devon 
Roger Bristow reports that the Wall Brown is 
now almost entirely confined to coastal locali-
ties in Devon. In previous decades the species 
was widespread throughout the county. 
Records for last year show that out of 67 
recorded locations in Devon for Wall, 55 
were from coastal sites and the remaining 
12 were inland. 
 
Grayling butterfly seen on Haldon 
Roger also reports that a record of Grayling egglaying on 26th July this year 
in Haldon Forest [SX 884 852] came from Peter Devenport. Roger’s last rec-
ord from Haldon was in 1996. This could be an instance of a species spread-
ing out from usual haunts in a long spell of good weather (as with the High 
Brown at Haytor mentioned on page 9). 
 
A38 verges managed for wildlife 
It was reported in local newspapers this July that Highways England were 
managing 11 section of the roadside margins of the A38 between Ashburton 
and Wrangaton to encourage biodiversity. Rank grassland is being cleared and a 
mix of wild flower and grass seeds sown including Bird’s-foot Trefoil and Yellow 
Rattle. The seeds are sourced from a nearby farm. The newly managed area will 
be almost 6 hectares and will undoubtedly benefit many butterflies and moths.  
 
The scheme is part of a Highways England national Biodiversity Plan funded 
by a £30 million national investment programme over the next 5 years. The 
work is in recognition that road verges and associated land can provide great 
wildlife habitat which is relatively free from human access and is often scarce 
in the surrounding landscape. Road verges can also connect fragmented 
habitats enabling plants and animals to move and interact and so become 
stronger and more resilient. 
 
The project also aligns with DEFRA’s National Pollinator Strategy and 
Buglife’s B-line initiative, which aims to create a nationwide network for polli-
nating insects such as bees and butterflies. 

Wall Brown  PETE HURST 

 
Updating your membership details or your email address 
 
To update or change anything to do with your BC membership please con-
tact Head Office rather than the local branch - phone 01929 406015 or 
Email: membership@butterfly-conservation.org. Changes are notified by 
Head Office to the branch so you don’t need to tell us separately.  Please 
can members also make sure they have given Head Office their latest email 
address as, in the past, we have held a separate file of these in the branch 

mailto:membership@butterfly-conservation.org
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to send out the Branch monthly email.  However,this will probably not happen 
in the same way in the future and the Head Office membership records will be 
those that are used for all email contact with members. 
 
It helps if, when you contact Head Office, you can give them your membership 
number, but if you don’t have this to hand please quote your address. 
 
Membership Officer standing down  
 
Amanda Hunter writes - As some of you will know I’m standing down from 
Committee and from the Membership Officer post at the AGM 2018 and I 
want to pass on my thanks for all the help, support and friendship I’ve re-
ceived in this post from other members (past & present) of the Branch Com-
mittee.  I’ve really enjoyed my 6 years on the Committee but it is time to move 
onto other things.  In particular, I want to thank the three Branch Chairs I’ve 
worked with, Roger Bristow, Barry Henwood and Jonathan Aylett, and also a 
big thank you to Pete Hurst, our Newsletter Editor who I’ve worked closely 
with over past few years in order to get our branch newsletter out to all mem-
bers.  Everyone on the Committee does a great job and works really hard for 
the Branch and for Devon’s butterflies – please give then all a big round of 
applause at the AGM!  Please also consider standing yourself for one of our 
Committee and/or Officer posts.  The more members who are prepared to 
volunteer to do something helpful for the branch the more we can do. 
 
I’d also like to thank Jenny Plackett, BC SW Senior Regional Officer for all her 
inspirational help with everything to do with Devon’s butterflies and Richard 
Heafield, BC Senior Insight Officer, who has been extremely helpful in sorting 
out various membership and emailing issues we have had in the past.   
 
I’m staying on board on the Branch Web Team and will continue to co-
ordinate our @BCDevon twitter account so I’ll still be involved in a few things 
to do with the branch – and, of course, I’ll still be bumping into members in all 
the usual places where we all go looking for our butterflies!   
 
What’s been the problem with our Branch’ In Your Area’ web site this 
summer? 
 
Amanda Hunter writes - Your Branch Web inputting team of Amanda Hunter, 
Dave Holloway & Bill Potter have all had some flack from members this sum-
mer because of the lack of up to date information on our web site.  Those of 
you who have been members for a while will remember that the branch used 
to run its our own web site but in 2016 we took a decision to switch to using 
the Devon ‘In Your Area’ page that BC provide as part of the main BC web 
site.  This decision allowed us to involve a bigger team of inputters and also 
freed us up from some of the ‘behind the scenes’ administration of the web 
site because BC would do this for us.  In 2017 we were very pleased with how 
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Devon Butterfly Conservation work days Nov. 2018 - March 2019 
 
Most of our winter work days are targeted at helping specific butterfly species 
but always benefit many other wildlife species that prefer more warmth and 
light that our clearing work provides. It is usually ok to just turn up on the day 
but if adverse weather threatens cancellation or for any other queries a contact 
number is provided. Participants can attend for just part of the day if they wish 
but should always tell the contact person if they leave early. Bring lunch, a 
drink, waterproof clothing, stout footwear or boots and gardening gloves. Most 
people bring their own cutting tools but often some tools will be available to use. 
 
Sun. 4th November: Teigngrace Meadow near Stover Country Park, New-
ton Abbot 10.30 am - 2.30 pm. 
A Devon Wildlife Trust reserve, the Trust is keen to remove scrub and young trees 
in some areas to encourage more young grassland. A wide range of butterflies will 

this worked and the whole team worked hard to update the site, input the 
Events, keep the Sightings up to date, load our newsletters online and post 
news and reports from Events.  New pages were planned for 2018 including 
maps of where the various Devon butterfly species had been recorded in past 
30 years. 
 
However, in Feb 2018 BC threw a spanner in the works by announcing an up-
grade of the whole BC web site, including the Branch In Your Area pages.  In 
theory, this should have been no problem and we welcomed the idea of a new 
look and easier inputting software.  But, in practice, the upgrade scheme fell 
foul of a number of delays (and possibly gremlins  ) and so we have been very 
limited in what we have been able to post since February.  It has been very 
frustrating for us and for members and in July I emailed the BC Chief Execu-
tive, Julie Williams, to tell her of the frustration and upset this was causing to 
the branch.  She was very apologetic and assured me things would improve 
soon.   And finally, it seems they may, as we will finally have training on the 
new software and our own input access again from September, which is a bit 
late for the butterfly season, but at least we will be moving forward again. 
 
I suspect that the lack of a working web site this summer may have lost us 
members but I hope that those of you reading this will bear with us into 2019 
and beyond.  Do let us know what you want to see on our web pages in the 
future (email contact@devon-butterflies.org.uk and address the email to the 
Branch Web Team please). 
 
For those of you on Twitter, normal service has been continuing all summer on 
our twitter account @BCDevon and I’ve been re-tweeting 4 or 5 interesting 
sightings a week as soon as they have been tweeted into us. If you use a 
smartphone and have not put Twitter on it yet then why not give it a try?  

mailto:contact@devon-butterflies.org.uk
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benefit including Common Blue, Marbled White, Brown Argus, Dingy Skipper and 
early fritillaries. Meet in one of the laybys on the Teigngrace Road at the rear of 
Stover Country Park [SX 836 756]. Take care as some of these laybys are very un-
even. Work will take place at SX 838 756 near the cycle bridge. Some boggy 
ground so wellies/boots recommended. Cutting tools for scrub and small trees 
would be useful - these will also be available from the DWT officer who will attend.  
Directions: From the Exeter direction o the A38 after passing the second exit for 
Chudleigh, the very next exit (after 2 ½ miles) is the one for Teigngrace. Take this, 
and as soon as you drive off the A38 parking is on the right after about 100 yards. 
From Plymouth on the A38 pass under Drumbridges roundabout (the exit for A382 
Newton Abbot and Bovey Tracey) and go on a further 1 ¼  miles to the Chudleigh 
Knighton and Kingsteignton exit. Here you can cross over the A38 and then re-enter 
on southbound A38. The Teigngrace exit is ¾ mile from here. Contact for this event: 
Pete Hurst 01626 854 182. 
 
Sat. 17th November: Lydford Old Railway Reserve 10.30 am - 2.30 pm 
Continuing the essential winter clearance work for the Heath Fritillary and 
other butterflies. The main work will be raking up following the strimmer but 
there will also be some scrub and small tree coppicing. Rakes and pitch-
forks will be available but you are welcome to bring your own tools if you 
wish. It is a half-mile mostly level walk to access the site. Meet in the Na-
tional Trust’s Waterfall car park [SX 500 832] which lies a mile southwest of 
the main Lydford Gorge entrance. 
Event contact: Colin Sargent 01822 810 433. 
 
Sun. 25th November: Ashclyst Forest near Exeter 10.30 am - 2.30 pm 
Ashclyst is an important butterfly habitat and is a new site for our conservation 
tasks. Today we will be helping to widen one of the rides at Snaffle Drive (10 
minute walk) by removing small trees. Bring cutting tools. Meet in the main  
Forest Gate car park [SX 999 995]. Event contact: Phil Stuckey 07768 865 021. 
 
Sat. 1st December Haldon Butterfly Walk near Exeter  10.30 am - 2.30 pm 
Meet in the car park of Haldon Forest Park (entrance at SX 884 849) on the 
Haldon Racecourse to Dunchideock road, about 1 mile from A38 and the race-
course. Attendees will be able to park here free for this task but must arrive 
promptly to receive a parking permit. We will then drive to the work site in as 
few cars as we can. This time we will focus on management for Grizzled Skip-
per by coppicing and clearing back scrub in favourable areas. Other butterflies 
such as Dingy Skipper and Common Blue will also benefit. Bring cutting tools - 
some tools will also be available. Forestry Commission staff should be in at-
tendance. Contact for this event: Jenny Plackett: 07918 073 654. 
 
Sun 13th January: Little Breach near Culmstock 10.30 - 2.30 pm 
Meet at the end of the lane leading to Purchas Farm [ST 108 154]. Leave the 
M5 at junction 27 and take the A38 towards Wellington. After about 3 miles, just 
passing over the M5, turn right onto the B3391 signposted Culmstock & He-
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myock. After 1.1 miles turn left signed to Woodgate/Beacon. Continue for 0.7 
miles going straight across 2 sets of crossroads and passing a “no through 
road” sign, and park where you can at the end of the lane. From here it is about 
1/2 mile to the reserve [ST 115 155] with a steep uphill section initially. 
Main work will be raking after the strimmer but there may also be trimming of woody 
vegetation. Rakes, loppers and small saws will be useful tools to bring but 3 branch 
hay rakes will be available on the day. Event contact: John Bell 01884 508 517. 
 
Sat. 19th January: Miltor Mator near Kingskerswell 10.30 am - 2.30 pm 
Meet at Dainton railway bridge  [SX 853 666] between Ipplepen and Kingsker-
swell. Best to park in nearby Dainton village and walk to the meeting point as 
parking is very limited. There is a short muddy slope on the way into Miltor Ma-
tor so wellies or boots advised. Bring cutting tools for removing scrub and small 
trees, gardening gloves and lunch. 
Please note that we shall run this event even if the day is wet (wearing water-
proofs!). Event contact: Pete Hurst 01626 854 182. 
 
Sun. 27th January: Heathfield Reserve near Bovey Tracey 10.30 am - 2.30 pm 
Meet on Dragoon Close (road sign missing) on Heathfield Industrial Estate, 
postcode TQ12 6TU. From the A38 take the A382 towards Bovey Tracey. After 
about 400 yards turn right at the traffic lights into Battle Road. After about an-
other 300 yards turn left into Cavalier Road. Drive along a straight section of 
this road for about 800 yards and Dragoon Close is on the left just as the road 
starts to bend to the right. We shall be raking and clearing at Teignbridge’s 
Heathfield reserve to maintain the open and warm heathland there. The work 
has benefited Silver-studded Blue in the past. Cutting tools and rakes will be 
available or bring your own.  Event contact: Pete Hurst  01626 854 182. 
 
Sun. 3rd February: Chudleigh Knighton Heath 10.30 am - 2.30 pm 
Meet at Dunley Cross near Chudleigh Knighton [SX 837 775]. This is mid-way be-
tween Chudleigh Knighton and Bovey Tracey on the B3344 and a crossroads for 
Hennock, Bovey Tracey, Chudleigh Knighton and Kingsteignton. 
There are several laybys to park in around this junction on the Kingsteignton and 
Chudleigh Knighton sides. We will be clearing scrub from around the footpath where 
Pearl and Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary breed. Useful tools will be small bowsaws, 
loppers, secateurs and pruning knives, however Devon Wildlife Trust will have tools 
available. Work will be directed by a DWT officer. Contact for this event: Pete Hurst 
01626 854 182. 
 
Sat. 16th February: Lydford Old Railway Reserve 10.30 am - 2.30 pm 
Same details as for  Sat. 17th November. 
 
Sun. 3rd March: Little Breach Reserve 10.30 am - 2.30 pm 
Same details as for Sun. 13th January. 
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Committee members 

Jonathan Aylett  - Chairman                                                       01626 364016 
9, Westwood Road, Ogwell Cross, Newton Abbot                                   jsaylett@googlemail.com 

 
Peter Beale - Conservation Adviser                                           01626 333106 
22 Frobisher Road, Newton Abbot TQ12 4HT                                            su5917@eclipse.co.uk 

 
Paul Butter - Events Co-ordinator/Health & Safety                     01297 442290 
The Haven, Woodmead Road, Lyme Regis DT7 3AD                      paulnbutter@hotmail.com                 
 
Mary Harold - Publicity Officer                                                    01566 783188                            
                                                                                                      mary.harold@btinternet.com 
 
Barry Henwood - County Moth Recorder                                    01626 364080 
Greenacre, 6 Lakeland, Abbotskerswell TQ12 5YF                barry.henwood@btinternet.com      

 

Dave Holloway - Website                                                   d.hllwy51@gmail.com                                                                         
 
Amanda Hunter - Membership Secretary                        amanda.bc@clara.co.uk 
391 Teignmouth Road, Torquay TQ1 4RR 

 
Pete  Hurst - Editor                                                            01626 854182 
36 Woodway Street, Chudleigh, Newton Abbot TQ13 0JU                  pete-hurst@outlook.com 
 
Ray Jones - Treasurer                                                                01884 255386 
10 Broomhill, Tiverton EX16 5AS                                              ray.jones5041@btinternet.com 
 

Colin Sargent - Lydford Reserve Officer                                     01822 810433 
Stags Head House, Brentor, Tavistock  PL19 ONP                            colin@colinsargent.co.uk 
 

Marjory Taylor - Branch Organiser                                        01404 881250 
Danes View, Lower Lane, Dalwood, Axminster EX13 7DW 
 
 
Non-committee posts for Devon BC:- 
 
Roger Bristow - County Butterfly Recorder                                 01395 578003 
2, Sid Bank, Sid Lane, Sidmouth EX10 9AW                            devonbristows@btinternet.com 
 
Jenny Evans - Transect & WCBS Co-ordinator          jennifer.evans@lineone.net 
 
Lesley Kerry - Silver-studded Blue Co-ordinator                         01395 567880          
                                                                          lesley.kerry@ymail.com 
 
Phil Parr - East Devon Coast/Undercliffs phil.parr@warwickshire-butterflies.org.uk 
Co-ordinator  
 
 
Bill Potter - In Your Area Webteam member 
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Top left, Elephant Hawk 
JOHN SUMMERSCALES. 

Top right, Purple Emperor 

DAVID LAND. 

Left, Crambus pascuella 

COLIN BURNINGHAM. 

Above, Purple Hairstreak 

AMANDA HUNTER. 

Above right, Brown Hair-
streak DAVE HOLLOWAY. 

Convolvulus Hawk 
PETER VERNON. 


