
  

Butterfly Conservation 

Lancashire Branch News 

Autumn/winter 2015 

President Sir David Attenborough

Head Office     Manor Yard, East Lulworth, Wareham, Dorset  BH205QP
Tel 0870 7744309   Fax 0870 7706150  

  Email: info@butterfly-conservation.org   

BUTTERFLY CONSERVATION

LANCASHIRE BRANCH

DEDICATED TO SAVING WILD BUTTERFLIES, MOTHS AND THEIR HABITATS

Butterfly Conservation
Registerd Office  Manor Yard, East Lulworth,
Wareham, Dorset BH20 5QP
Registered in England 2206468      
Registered Charity No 254397

President Sir David Attenborough 
Head Office Manor Yard, East Lulworth, 

Wareham, Dorset BH20 5QP  
01929 400209 

  

Butterfly Conservation 

Registered in England 2206468 

Registered Charity 254937 



2 

Dear Lancashire supporters, 

Thank you for your continued support through your membership of 
Butterfly Conservation. I am delighted to report that through local and 
national recruitment BC membership now stands at 28,000. Not many years 
ago it was less than 10,000 so this is a wonderful boost to what we can do 
to help protect our countryside and its beautiful butterflies and moths. 

With our Lancashire branch membership now at over 700 this generates 
almost all our branch income of £3,500 per annum and much more directly 
to BC head office in Dorset. You will have seen from 'Butterfly'  

magazine as to how this source of income is so valuable and also the 
separate article on the 'Match Pot Appeal' that has unlocked landfill tax for 
conservation projects. 

In Lancashire we have spent money on the continued running of BC's only 
butterfly reserve in the North West of England at Myer's Allotment in 
Silverdale. After 5 years of volunteer and contractor work we think it looks 
fantastic so please come and visit in 2016.....it is just a 5 minute walk from 
Silverdale railway station near Leighton Moss RSPB.  

This year we have also sent most of our remaining funds to Head Office for 
match pot funding projects in the Morecambe Bay limestones area.  

There are numerous sites in the Arnside and Silverdale Area of Outstanding 
Natural Beauty that are still home to some of our rarest UK butterflies. 
These include the High Brown, Pearl-bordered and Small Pearl-bordered 
fritillaries, the Duke of Burgundy and other declining specialist butterflies. 
These together with Dark Green Fritillary, Northern Brown Argus, Wall, 
Greyling, Large Heath and Scots Argus will all benefit from 'match pot' 
funding. 

Volunteer work throughout the UK provides the equivalent of £10.4 million 
of paid contractor work. This is remarkable but without funds to pay for 
contractor work to supplement all that our volunteers achieve we simply 
could not begin to keep pace with the demand for good habitat restoration 
and maintenance.  

For more details on Morecambe bay project work see later in this 
newsletter and also Sam Ellis's article in the latest Butterfly magazine. [also 
visit www.butterfly-conservation.org/landscape 

Your membership makes such a difference to what we can achieve and as a 

http://www.butterfly-conservation.org/landscape
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volunteer it is so encouraging to know that we have your continued 
support. 

Best wishes for Christmas and the New Year,  

Chris Winnick. [acting joint chair] 

PS For just £6.00 added to your membership you can request to also be a  

member of Cumbria Branch of BC....it would make a great Christmas  

present!.......I shall suggest our friends in Cumbria do the same! 

The Wood     -     Ready and waiting 

The wood is looking quite different now. Since March 2011 dense 
overgrown thickets have become open rides and areas in the woodland 
have been felled to create coppices. Spindle, Buckthorn, Large oaks, and 
most of the Yews have been left untouched. Unfortunately one of the 
biggest Oaks had a huge living branch torn off in a gale. The ragged ends 
showed clearly the violent twisting force of the gust. 

Blackberry, young Ash and Hazel that had been invading the limestone 
pavement have been carefully removed. Already the ferns are responding 
and Rustyback is flourishing in the grikes at the top of the slope. Sunshine 
and warmth is reaching the woodland floor and dormant seeds are 
germinating. 

The extra Bird-boxes were well used and weekly monitoring through May 
and June 2014 revealed that over half of the seventy boxes were occupied 
and one hundred and ninety-five chicks fledged, including two Tawny 
owlets and five Marsh tits. Two tit boxes had been appropriated by Tree 
bees, another contained two dead chicks and two Burying beetles, and one 
the remains of a Cockchafer. A wide range of lodgers was recorded when 
the boxes were cleaned out in the winter including various spiders, snails, 
woodlice, springtails, a micro-moth, and earwigs. 

During a visit in July to look for Hoverflies the wild Clematis, which had been 
discovered the previous winter was seen in full flower in the sunshine thirty 
feet up in the canopy.  



4 

Work began again in October. Two new coppices, some new glades and 
extensive dead hedging kept us busy into the new year. Attention then 
turned to the dreaded Bramble.  

Butterflies are not the only ones to like the sunshine. Bramble had 
flourished wherever the light had been let in. It had begun to obstruct the 
rides and invade the anthills in the meadows. Bramble, of course, is not all 
bad. It provides cover for nests, and pollen, nectar, and juicy berries for 
many insects, birds, small mammals and, of course, Butterflies, so a balance 
had to be struck. Along the rides cleared bays now alternate with bramble 
thickets. 

In some areas a Brush cutter could be used but not on the limestone and 
never near the nests of the Yellow Meadow Ants. These anthills are 
favoured sites for Common Rockrose, which is the food plant of the 
Northern Brown Argus. Many hours of careful weeding were needed. It 
emerged that we were not the only ones interested in the anthills. Neat 
conical holes revealed where hungry Green woodpeckers had been busy 
with their strong dagger-like beaks.  

Similarly any areas of Bracken and Violet had to be cleared by hand. After 
raking up the Bramble it was bundled up and left close by so that any 
dormant eggs or over-wintering fritillary larvae could emerge in the Spring.  

During four winter seasons a huge amount of useable timber had been 
generated by the felling. All the logs had been stacked, the large ones to be 
collected by the landowner and the thinner branches suitable for domestic 
use to be taken away by the local wood-bank after seasoning on site for a 
year. 

Inaccessible or forgotten piles of logs soon became habitat for many species 
of fungi, mosses and lichens and will be left in place to contribute to the 
biodiversity of the site. 

Various records exist for the site, some long standing and detailed, for 
example Butterflies, and some resulting from Recording field-trips including 
Flowers, Fungi, Hoverflies, Small mammals and a Nesting bird survey. Some 
other good sightings have been made while working on the reserve - several 
frogs have been seen despite the lack of any water on site. In early March a 
Mottled Grey moth appeared and on almost the last work-party a grey/
green patch in one of the meadows proved to be a mass of tiny goblets of 
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the beautiful lichen Cladonia fimbriata.  

Whatever your interest Myers Allotment has something for you so visit 
soon - you may be surprised by what you find. 

Anne Smith 

March 2015 

Postscript July 2015 

The nest box survey was repeated in May and June 2015. Despite the same 
number of boxes being occupied the number of chicks fledging was down 
by almost 70%. In a few cases eggs had been abandoned but of 125 live 
chicks only 61 fledged. Similar results were being reported elsewhere and 
generally put down to starvation due to lack of caterpillars. 

 On a brighter note the resurgence of ground flora in the cleared 
areas has been truly spectacular especially the Violets and the Rockrose, 
and previously sparse Cowslips appeared all over the site. 

There’s a Stranger in Town 

In June, this tropical swallowtail was seen in a Lancashire garden.  Chances are it 

was an escape or release.  Photos courtesy of Mick Holt. 
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WHITE-LETTER HAIRSTREAK – OUR NORTH WEST QUEST 

Inexperienced as we were about this species in 2006, we assumed that it was scarce 
and very localised in the North West with only a few colonies recorded.  We had 
only seen White-letter Hairstreak in the southern counties of England but in 2006 
that was to change and so began a quest which is still ongoing, as we discover many 
hitherto unrecorded areas in Lancashire and Cumbria which places this butterfly 
firmly on the distribution map in the North West of England.   

During the hot summer of 2006 we attended an event with the Lancs Branch of B.C. 
in Rock Gardens, Blackpool to look for White-letter Hairstreak at this known site.  
With this in mind, the day before, we visited Elm trees in our home area of Horwich 
and had what we thought was a possible sighting - a couple of seconds of an erratic 
flight and the view of an adult insect silhouetted through a sunlit leaf.  We clearly 
saw a striped antennae protruding beyond the leaf edge – could this be the target 
species on our own patch? – Surely not!  Frustrated at our inability to confirm the 
presence of this butterfly and full of doubts, we looked forward to our visit to Black-
pool where we hoped for conclusive sightings.  Sure enough soon after our arrival 
on that very hot Sunday we were rewarded by superb views of at least two adults in 
flight, perched and nectaring. 

Enthused, we headed for home to take advantage of the hot sunny conditions and 
returned to our local Elms in the hope of sightings which would alleviate any previ-
ous doubts, put White-letter Hairstreak on the map in Horwich and bring the total 
of Hairstreak species on our patch to three in a half mile radius.  We walked to-
wards our local Elms and stood for 45 hot uncomfortable minutes before a flicker of 
an insect’s erratic flight took place – was it a moth or could it be an adult White-
letter Hairstreak?  Another 45 minutes passed before another erratic flicker of flight 
and then an insect landed in full view.  A definite sighting of our target butterfly on 
our patch!  We just couldn’t believe it.   

Subsequently we wrote an article for the Lancs Branch Newsletter which was read 
by Liz Goodyear of the Middlesex Branch.  Unbeknown to us, Liz was undertaking a 
national survey to update the distribution of White-letter Hairstreaks and asked if 
we’d be willing to take part.  The computer generated square allotted to us howev-
er was an Elm free zone and for the next two years, we had no sightings either on 
our local Elms.  Then in 2009 our enthusiasm returned when we had sightings in 
Bolton and on a different Elm tree in Horwich.   

The six weeks’ flight season is all too short and so we began thinking about trying to 
locate the butterfly’s eggs – not easy, as they are only .8 mm in size.  Encouraged by 
Liz, we sought and found three minute eggs on an Elm tree where adults had been 
seen in the summer.  This meant we could search most of the year not just during 
the flight period.   
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All you need, is a pair of cheap magnifying glasses from any supermarket, a hand 
lens for verification, lots of patience AND ELM TREES – the latter being a problem in 
itself!  White-letter Hairstreaks favour Wych Elms which are unevenly distributed in 
the North West.  Many square miles can be covered without a single tree being 
spotted.  Then in some areas there are several Elms, but no evidence of the target 
species. So a lot of time and effort is involved to ascertain if WlHstrk is present. In 
Summer you can stand looking up at an Elm tree for ages without a sighting. In Win-
ter if searching for eggs, be prepared for frost bitten fingers!  

We have been surprised at just where we have located White-letter Hairstreaks in 
Greater Manchester and Lancashire. We have found eggs along canal banks, in 
parks, along busy roads and by bridges over rivers. They don’t appear to mind the 
centre of our towns and cities where we’ve found eggs on black polluted twigs, for 
example in Salford.  On the other hand, eggs have been located on isolated trees in 
the countryside with no more Elms for some distance.  Yet in what we would con-
sider ideal habitats where Elms abound there has been no evidence of a colony.  
This only adds to the fascination of this little butterfly – and the frustration at times!  

Question. What is the difference between Black Hairstreaks and White-letter Hair-
streaks? 

Answer. You won’t find Black Hairstreaks in Lancs or Cumbria, but you may find 
White-letter Hairstreak. 

Jill Mills and Ken Haydock 

Leave a butterfly behind 

Writing a Will is about protecting the things most precious to you. 

After you have taken care of your family and friends please consider leaving a gift to 

Butterfly Conservation.  

We promise your gift will be used to protect butterflies and moths and the place 

they live. Making the environment a healthier place and allowing future genera-

tions to take delight in our natural world. 

Make your legacy the flutter of wings in a wildflower meadow. 

Remember Butterfly Conservation in your Will. 
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BC Lancashire Branch Members’ Day & AGM 

Saturday, 25th July 2015 

An excellent attendance of 48 members enjoyed the wonderful weather and 

delights of Gait Barrows National Nature Reserve on Saturday, 25th July.  Rob Petley

-Jones had kindly offered to be our guide.  Rob is a long serving Senior Reserves 

Officer of Natural England and an absolute “mine” of information on all things 

natural history. 

Most attendees had visited this outstanding reserve before, but, with members 

travelling from Manchester, Bolton, Bury and all parts of Lancashire and beyond, it 

was a treat to have Rob guide us through a maze of pathways for two and a half 

hours.  Birds, flowers, trees, as well as butterflies and day-flying moths were all 

noted and discussed and Rob also gave us background information on the history 

of the reserve.  Butterflies recorded included:- Meadow Brown (10/20), Ringlet 

(30/40), Gatekeeper (10/20), Speckled Wood (4/6), Grayling (6/8), Small Skipper 

(15/20), Northern Brown Argus (2), Small White (1), Dark Green Fritillary (3).  Also 

one other large fritillary (possibly High Brown) and one Purple Hairstreak, which 

came very low down on a small oak.    

After lunch, the “Barn” was set up for our AGM and Members’ Day presentation.  

Chris Winnick welcomed all present and read out apologies for absence.  He 

explained that matters arising from the last AGM would be covered in his 

Chairman’s Report and that the committee members present would be happy to 

deal with any matters arising after the AGM.  After giving his Chairman’s Report, he 

summarised a very healthy financial statement from Head office and read out a 

Membership and Moth Officer’s Report provided by Alex Parsons.  David Wrigley 

also gave his Reserves Officer’s Report and, after all existing committee members 

were re-elected to stay in post, Chris gave a powerpoint presentation of the 

“Butterflies of the North West” – but also including some of his favourites from 

elsewhere!!  A presentation of a butterfly book was made to Rob Petley-Jones for 

his kindness and then it was time to head back home after a full, but very enjoyable 

day. 

Chris Winnick 

Acting Joint Chair, Lancashire Branch      
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 Butterfly Conservation Lancashire Branch 

Minutes of AGM– Saturday, 25th July 2015 

Introduction & Apologies 

Chris Winnick (Acting Joint Chair) welcomed everyone and extended a special wel-

come to Kathryn Dawson our Trustee link, who had travelled all the way from Cam-

bridgeshire to be with us. 

Apologies were received from Malcolm Plant (Acting Joint Chair), Alex Parsons 

(Membership Secretary/Moth Officer), Dave Wainwright (BC), Martin Wain (BC) 

and Gavin Ashworth. 

Members Present 

The following committee members were present:- 

Chris Winnick(Acting Joint Chair), David Wrigley (Reserves Officer), Derrick Smith 

(Librarian), Anne Smith and Mike Bloomfield (Ordinary Committee Members). 

43 ordinary Branch members also were in attendance. 

Minutes of last AGM (held at the Silverdale Hotel on Saturday, 15th June 2015) 

Matters arising are covered in the Chairman’s report (see below) and Chris men-

tioned that the committee members present would be happy to deal with any 

matters arising after the AGM. 

Election of Officers 

All existing officers expressed their willingness to stand and were duly elected to 

remain in post. 

Chairman’s Report 

This last year has been a very eventful year, as you may have seen from our news-

letter and website.  After long and valued service, a number of committee mem-

bers stood down last year, leaving the remaining committee without key personnel.  

Despite efforts from within Lancashire and by Head Office in Dorset, Lancashire 

branch remained without a Chairman, Secretary, Treasurer, Branch Organiser, 

Membership Secretary and Moth Officer. 

Alex Parsons kindly came forward to act as Membership Secretary and he and the 
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remaining committee members, comprising David Wrigley (Reserves Officer), Laura 

Sivell (County Butterfly Recorder & Newsletter Editor) and Derrick Smith (Librarian), 

kept the Branch running, with Head Office in Dorset acting as Treasurer. 

However, this was only possible by doubling up responsibilities when, in most cas-

es, they already had more than one task to manage.  This was a difficult time and I 

think we should pay them a tribute for keeping the Branch running. 

In the autumn, Head Office asked neighbours Cumbria and Cheshire if they could 

help and, in November 2014, committee members from all three Branches met, 

when it was agreed that Chris Winnick (Cumbria) and Malcolm Plant (Cheshire) 

would become Joint Acting Chairmen/Branch Organisers.  In addition, Alex Parsons 

took on the extra role of Moth Officer and Anne Smith and Mike Bloomfield agreed 

to join the committee as ordinary members without specific responsibilities.  Head 

Office continues to act as Treasurer. 

It was agreed to push ahead with an expanded programme of field trips and to in-

troduce a revised sightings page on the website, providing a facility whereby all can 

easily enter their sightings and even process the data by “site” or by “species”. Our 

appreciation for setting this up goes to Mark and David Eastlick from Cumbria 

Branch and our thanks also go to Martin Elsworth, who agreed to continue as Web-

master for Lancashire Branch.  Martin has done a great job, but, after many years, 

would ideally like to pass this role to someone else. 

This takes us back to our membership and volunteers.  We still need members to 

come forward to either take on a specific role, be it Webmaster, Secretary, Minutes 

Secretary, Chairperson, Branch Organiser or Treasurer, or to attend our meetings 

three times a year and help us discuss and plan for the year ahead.  There are many 

ways you might be able to help – please contact Chris Winnick or Malcolm Plant, 

using the “Contact Us” facility on our website.  We would really appreciate any sup-

port you can give. 

The future of Lancashire Branch is very bright and it is a delight to see so many of 

our valued supporters and members here today. 

Chris Winnick 

Acting Joint Chair/Branch Organiser 
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Finance Report 

 As previously mentioned, in the absence of a Treasurer, the Finance team at Head 

Office are currently handling the treasury function on our behalf. 

A financial statement provided by Head Office, covering the period from 1/4/14 to 

22/7/15 revealed a healthy bank balance of £5,467.53. 

Notable items of income received during this period included £5880.00 subscrip-

tions received from Head Office and £3055.65 received from the Woodland Im-

provement Grant in connection with the Myers Allotment Reserve. 

Notable items of expenditure included:- 

£8,000 excess funds donated to the Head Office Match Pot fund, which will unlock 

£80,000 from the Landfill Communities Fund to be spent on conservation projects 

in the North West. 

£2309.22 for the purchase of moth trapping equipment. 

£1169.13 paid to contractor (Anna Forrest) for work on the Myers Allotment Re-

serve. 

£1017.60 for the printing of newsletters and recording report and £392.32 for mail-

ing of these. 

£585.00 for the purchase of bird nesting boxes, as required under the terms of the 

Woodland Improvement Grant on the Myers Allotment Reserve. 

£500.00 annual lease payment for the Myers Allotment Reserve.   

Membership Secretary’s Report 

Membership is very healthy, with a low drop-out rate from year to year.  Member-

ship has increased from 559 in September 2013 to 742 in June 2015.  BC member-

ship offers have clearly helped boost the numbers, but it is gratifying to see that the 

new members under these offers seem to be sticking with us into second and sub-

sequent years. 

Well over half the members now allow us to contact them via e-mail, saving us sub-

stantial postage and printing costs.  We are encouraging the remainder to follow 

suit and provide us with an e-mail address.  Any assistance in this regard would be 

gratefully received.   

Alex Parsons, Membership Secretary 
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Moth Officer’s Report 

2014 proved to be a pretty good season, with the second half in particular having 

good, settled weather on many occasions. 

The numbers show how active Lancashire moth-ers have been, with 63,118 rec-

ords of 203,631 individual moths submitted by 144 recorders from 520 sites/grid 

references. 

For details of notable records, see the Moth Group newsletters for Spring 2015 and 

Summer 2014, or the Branch recording report for 2014. 

The new County Recorder and support set-up worked well in its first season, with 

good use being made of Mapmate and automated spreadsheets to simplify the job 

of submitting records for the moth trappers and checking and collating records for 

the recorders and Graham Dixon, the Mapmate hub. 

The recorders have increased their focus on active surveying for unusual species 

and on “filling in white spaces” on the map.  For example, specific surveying was 

once again done for Belted Beauty at Heysham and specific survey efforts were 

undertaken for such as Pale Eggar, Early Tooth Striped, Manchester Treble-bar, 

Forester, Sandhill Rustic and Goat Moth, in appropriate habitats.  Many other 

County BAP species have also been actively surveyed. 

A chance sighting of Red Tipped Clearwing by Ron Moyes at Ainsdale in 2014 led to 

an intensive search, by Richard Walker and others, to find more, leading to the 

discovery, with the help of a pheromone lure, of a colony of at least 73 last year, 

on this small stretch of coast. More surveying will take place in 2015 and Red 

Tipped Clearwing has already been found again in the same spot. 

An extra effort is being made using pheromone lures in 2015, for various Clear-

wings, helped by the purchase of two sets of lures by the Branch.  This has already 

proved successful, with records of Currant Clearwings already from two garden 

sites in Formby and a garden in South Manchester.  The last records from Formby 

were in 1985!! 

There has been use of Emperor Moth lures to great effect by Pete Marsh, getting 5 

males each on subsequent days in Upper Hyndburndale in late May, while Richard 

Walker and Graham Jones have been testing experimental Goat Moth lures, to 

help a PhD student in Canterbury.  Sure enough, 2 males came to lures early in 

July, at a habitat in Formby. 
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Butterfly Conservation Lancashire Branch AGM – 25/07/15 

Reserves Officer’s Report: Myers Allotment 

Contractor (Anna Forrest) was brought in to do the last of the tree cutting and 
scrub clearance required under the terms of the Woodland Improvement Grant.  A 
single contract was issued for 9 days work, at a cost of £1,080.  

A total of 6.01ha has now been cleared, with 2.35ha (40%) completed in Year 1 
(2011/12), 1.75ha (30%) completed in Year 2 (2012/13), 1.3ha (20%) completed in 
Year 3 (2013/14) and 0.61ha (10%) completed in Year 4 (2014/15). 

In addition to this, two additional coppice coups have been erected, using 
temporary plastic deer fencing, at a cost of £89.13 for the fence posts and £354.60 
for the netting. 

I am pleased to say that we have now also managed to move the vast majority of 
cut timber (firewood) off site, with the help of the Silverdale District Wood Bank 
and with assistance in the form of transport kindly provided by the AONB, RSPB and 
National Trust. 

Conservation grazing was once again carried out by Bill Grayson, using 3 small 
cattle, which were on site for a total of 25 days in June 2014 and for 38 days in 
November/December 2014.    

Regular volunteer work parties have once again been held every Tuesday and 

The moth trapping equipment provided by the Branch to the two Vice County Re-

corders has also already helped extend the efforts and reach of trappers.  The Re-

corders would like to pass on their thanks to the Branch for their generosity and 

support. 

Alex Parsons 

Moth Officer 

Reserves Officer’s Report 

See Next article 

Any Other Business 

There were no matters arising under this heading. 

The meeting finished at about 2pm and was followed by a Powerpoint presentation 

by Chris Winnick of the “Butterflies of the North West”.      
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Thursday throughout the winter months.  In all, a total of 28 work parties were 
held, with over 950 hours worked, made up as follows:- 

744.5 hours worked on Myers Allotment, the main purpose being to clear up after 
the contractor, with work involving stacking logs, burning brash, erecting dead 
hedges, construction of habitat piles etc.  In addition to this, a start has been made 
on tackling the proliferation of bramble on site, by means of brushcutting and by 
hand.  However, this is likely to be an ongoing task, with more planned to be done 
in late summer/early autumn this year. 

174 hours worked on the Silverglades Naturists’ site, next to Myers Allotment, 
involving completion of clearing up following previous work by contractors. 

33 hours worked on Yealand Hall Allotment, involving erection of an additional 8 
bird nesting boxes, including 2 owl boxes, kindly donated by local licensed bird 
ringer Kevin Briggs, and emptying contents of nuthatch boxes for analysis by Kevin 
Briggs. 

One of the requirements of the Woodland Improvement Grant was the erection of 
70 bird nesting boxes on site.  For the last two years, these have been monitored 
as part of the BTO Nest Record Scheme.  A team of volunteers, comprising myself, 
David Foy, Anne Smith, Mike Bloomfield and David Hardy check the boxes on a 
weekly basis throughout the breeding season and David Foy enters results on 
record cards for submission to the BTO.  Anne Smith also enters details on 
spreadsheets, which can be made available to anyone who is interested, and a 
summary of results is attached.  Unfortunately, these make pretty depressing 
reading, with the number of fledged young on Myers down by 68% in 2015 
compared with 2014. This can no doubt be attributed to the unseasonably cold, 
damp weather in May and early June, resulting in a shortage of caterpillars to feed 
the young. 

In addition to the above, there are a total of 72 nest boxes erected on Yealand Hall 
Allotment and this year these have also been monitored as part of the above 
mentioned Nest Record Scheme.  As you can imagine, it is quite a job checking all 
142 boxes on both sites in a single day and a big thank you must go to all those 
involved. 

It is particularly pleasing to note the proliferation of wildflowers, particularly 
cowslip, violets and rock-rose, on site, as a result of all the management work that 
has been carried out.  This, in turn, seems to be benefitting the butterflies, 
particularly Northern Brown Argus, which has been seen in very good numbers this 
year.  Dingy Skipper have also done well and small numbers of Small Pearl-
bordered Fritillary have once again also been seen, together with a few Dark Green 
Fritillaries, although we have yet to have a confirmed sighting of High Brown 
Fritillary this year.  

David Wrigley, , Reserves Officer, BC Lancashire Branch, July 2015       
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Bird Nestbox Data for Myers Allotment 2014 and 2015, and Yealand 
Hall Allotment 2015 

Because we had a Woodland Improvement Grant to improve Myers for Butterflies 
we also had to comply with a requirement to put up 70 nest-boxes ( 10 per 
hectare ). 

Boxes include 2 Owl boxes,1 Kestrel box, 5 Woodpecker boxes and 5 Tree-creeper 
boxes, the remainder being Tit boxes with 2 different hole sizes. Half the boxes 
were put up in winter 2013/2014 and the rest the following winter. In 2015 2 
Woodpecker boxes were used by Nuthatches and a Tree-creeper box was used by a 
Tit. 

We had also put up 70 Tit boxes in Yealand Hall Allotment when glades were being 
created a few years ago. 2 Owl boxes were added in winter 2014/2015. 

Recording of nests began at Myers in early May 2014 using BTO Nest Record cards. 
Nests were checked weekly for 8 weeks. 

In 2015 both sites were checked starting in early April for 11 weeks 

MYERS   2014  2015  YEALAND 2015 

Occupied Nests  36 51% 35 50% 39 54 % 

Failed Nests   4 11% 21 60% 24 61% 

Failed at Egg stage       

Predated/starved  0  4  4  

Deserted   2  4  6 

  

Failed at Young stage       

Predated/starved  1  6  12  

Deserted   1  7  2  

Successful nests  32  14  15  

Total number of nestlings 213  125  131  

Number fledged  189 89% 61 49% 44 33% 

Average fledged per nest 6.0  4.3  2.9  

 

At Myers fledged young were down by 68% in 2015 compared with 2014. 

On both sites many chicks starved and boxes had been attacked, possibly by 
Woodpeckers and Squirrels. In several boxes some of the blind, downy young  died 
but the rest survived to fledge. 
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Birds successfully fledged by species 

MYERS 2014 2015 YEALAND 2015 

Blue tit 108 35 Blue tit 14 

Great tit 47 13 Great tit 25 

Nuthatch 27 13 Nuthatch 5 

Marsh tit 5    

Tawny Owl 2  

Tit nestlings 

Photos by Anne Smith 
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Butterfly Conservation Must be Science Based 

If you have records of moths and butterflies tucked away in notebooks that 
have never seen the light of day then make it a new year’s resolution to pass 
your records through to help science.  Today it is more important than ever 
to know what is happening to our countryside.  Scientific knowledge pro-
vides us with the evidence needed to identify  problems and concerns, artic-
ulate these concerns with supporting evidence and then to recommend and 
act upon the correct solutions.  We may not always get it right but without 
the supporting evidence not only are we more likely to present a false pic-
ture but our chance of persuading the diminishing supply of fund sources 
that we have a good case is also diminished. 

If this all sounds gloomy then there is reason for some optimism.  Yes, it is 
harder to attract funding outside of our own membership subscriptions; 
however many members love observing and recording butterflies and moths 
and an ever-growing number are sending in their records.  So there is good 
news: 

 769,000miles of walking along UK transects has taken place since the 
UK BMS (Butterfly Monitoring Scheme) started. 

 800 randomly selected squares are recording each year as part of the 
Wider Countryside Butterfly Scheme 

 In 2014 1,200 UK BMS transects were walked and a further 200 other 
(non UK BMS transects) provided data. 

 Recently a Speckled Wood butterfly in Essex became the 10 millionth 
data set to be added to the record store at Head Office.  The first rec-
ord of a Marbled White was made in 1690 just 10 miles away from 
the Speckled Wood. 

All this data has allowed us to have a much clearer idea of which species are 
under threat.  Some like the Comma, Brown Argus and Silver-washed Fritil-
lary have clearly expanded their range however we must be careful because 
the White Admiral has expanded its distribution but its frequency 
(occurrence) has been reduced.  On a less positive note the data also shows 
that the High Brown Fritillary, Marsh Fritillary, Wood White and other spe-
cies are still seriously threatened by reduced distribution and frequency.  
Even some of our common or ‘generalist’ species such as the Small Heath 
and the Gatekeeper have suffered nationally. 
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The last point raises the importance of using data nationally as well as in 
Lancashire.  Locally, Small Heath has maintained their populations and Gate-
keeper has expanded, but set in a national context it shows that we must 
never take the so-called ’common’ species for granted.  So get all those rec-
ords in!!  Either on our sightings page where you can enter the data directly 
or by sending to Recorder Laura Sivell for butterflies.   Details are on the 
web site (or by post to 22 Beaumont Place, Lancaster LA1 2EY for those not 
using computers) .  And transect recorders  and WCBS and all who like to 
keep records, keep up the good work! 

Finally, if you took part in the ‘Big Butterfly Count’ this year, nationally we 
had a record 57,000 contributors who sent in records - our science needs 
you all! 

Chris Winnick. 

Brown Hairstreaks in Lancashire 

A bit of a pipe dream you think?  Well, there are historical records from not 
too far away.  The Heath, Pollard and Thomas Atlas published in 1984 shows 
records from south Cumbria, all from before 1940.  How genuine these 
records are remain open to question.  Picture the scene; a chap sees a 
small, tan ‘butterfly’ fluttering above a hedge in August, looks it up in his 
butterfly book and it can only be a Brown Hairstreak.  His butterfly book 

doesn’t include male Vapourer 
moths, which are the same 
size, same colour and also 
flutter above hedges in 
August. 

But this year we had a real (if 
somewhat naughty) treat.  The 
first was a photo taken at Gait 
Barrows NNR by Jonathan 
Budgie on August 12th, and 
the photo shows it to be a 
very well-worn female (you 
can tell by the dumpy 
abdomen).   Bear in mind that 
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this date is before 
the ‘proper’ flight 
season down south 
had really got going, 
indicating that the 
butterfly’s presence 
was far from natural! 

But there was more 
to come.   On August 
26th, Mick Jones 
photographed 
another Brown 
Hairstreak , also at 
Gait Barrows, and 
this time in pristine 

condition.  It wasn’t possible to determine the sex of the second butterfly, 
but the white underwing markings on the males are less prominent than in 
females, so this one looks more male. 

Their origin remains a mystery, but a check for records showed up another 
sighting on the transect at Coldwell Parrock (just across the road from Gait 
Barrows) a few years earlier.   Gait Barrows has no shortage of suitable 
habitat for the species, but the likelihood of a small, unauthorised release, 
probably in very small numbers and of dubious genetic origin, is unlikely to be 
successful in the long term. 

Laura Sivell 

Winter Work Parties 

The appallingly wet November has rather messed up the work schedule, so as it 

stands, work will continue at Myers Allotment until after Xmas, before moving on 

to Yealand Hall Allotment.  Tuesdays, but if the Tuesday is rained off, it might be 

Thursday instead.  If you’d like to take part, better contact David Wrigley  

wrigley@yealand97.fsnet.co.uk  or ring 01524 782962 to get the latest on 

where and when. 
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Morecambe Bay Limestone Woodlands 
 
Since 2008 Butterfly Conservation has worked with a wide range of land-
owners across the Morecambe Bay Limestones and created clearings and 
rides on 60 sites to provide breeding habitat for Britain's most threatened 
butterfly, the High Brown Fritillary. The butterfly has already colonised 12 
former and previously unoccupied sites, and other threatened species (e.g. 
Pearl-bordered Fritillary, Duke of Burgundy, Anania funebris) dependent 
upon woodland open space have also benefitted. Butterfly Conservation 
believes that in order to reverse the long-term decline of the High Brown 
Fritillary in its national stronghold, we need to significantly increase the 
scale of woodland management by 1) increasing the areas of coppice 
coupes, 2) ensuring the numbers of standards within clearings is below 10-
15% cover, 3) establishing and maintaining existing lengthy, very wide rides 
which provide both breeding habitat and within site connectivity 4) pushing 
back scrub or woodland edges encroaching on limestone grassland/
pavement and 5) helping build the woodland infrastructure which will ena-
ble landowners to develop economically sustainable management (e.g. bio-
fuels - hardwood logs, wood chips). 
 
In 2012 a successful 3-year grant application was made to carry larger-scale 
targeted management on 16 key sites to restore and maintain open areas 
within key woodland.  Martin Wain has led the work with great enthusiasm 
and we are delighted that a successful re-application to *WREN for £194k 
(total project value £277k) to fund this project was made in January 2015. 
 
This new three year project therefore aims to carry out a larger-scale tar-
geted programme of practical conservation management across 16 key 
sites, to maintain and restore open space habitat in the woodlands of the 
Morecambe Bay Limestones. Volunteer recruitment and training, habitat 
and species monitoring, will also be key components of the project. 
 
*WREN provides grants under the terms and conditions of the Landfill 
Communities Fund to projects which enhance the environment. 
 
Morecambe Bay Limestones Countryside Stewardship Facilitation Fund 
 



21 

Implementation of landscape-scale conservation on the Morecambe Bay 
Limestones depends on partner organisations and landowners working  to-
gether to facilitate and coordinate targeted management across ecological-
ly-linked sites to restore priority habitats (e.g. lowland mixed deciduous 
woodland, upland mixed woodland, lowland calcareous grassland, upland 
calcareous grassland, limestone pavement) to benefit priority species (e.g. 
threatened butterflies, birds and plants). 
 
This new five year project, led by a Facilitation Officer, will establish a group 
of partner organisations and landowners with a wide range of land manage-
ment experience and expertise (e.g. commercial  
forestry, biodiversity, people and recreation). We plan to use that expertise 
to pool ideas so group members can benefit directly through the sharing of 
information and good practice. The Facilitation Officer will work with the 
group to identify gaps in current ecological networks and new landowners 
who can make a contribution to the achievement of a shared environmental 
outcome. The project will also raise awareness of the opportunities provid-
ed through Countryside Stewardship, and provide information that will ena-
ble individual landowners to submit applications that reflect local priorities 
and are consistent with the group's agreed objectives. 
 
A successful application to Natural England for £95k (total project  
value £95k) to fund this project was made in May 2015. 
 
The information within this article was supplied by Dr Sam Ellis who is Direc-
tor of Conservation and Regions based at Head Office.  Sam is a former BC 
officer for Northern England and has done much to support the work of Lan-
cashire and Cumbria as we struggle to protect some of the nations rarest 
butterflies. 
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1. A butterfly species is noted for its clear punctuation? 

2. A well travelled specimen has strong military connections? 

3. A shame Bella came to the party? 

4. Check the gap for extra id spark? 

5. Dull in colour perhaps but can be dipsy on the rocks? 

6. A species has the record for longest name? 

7. Not deserving its lowly name? 

8. A shady character? 

9. Little and Large made it to the second heat? 

10. Iridescence might be visible on this (a)corny species? 

11. Always ready for a blind date? 

12. This one contains shades of the night? 

13. Can be easily viewed prior to flight departures? 

14. You might need a stamp to see this one? 

15. Little girls’ delight? 

16. No added sugar needed for this colourful fruity one? 

17. A good putting surface makes all the difference for this butterfly? 

18. An exotic bird is named after this species? 

19. Attends the policeman’s ball every season despite its stature? 

20. Well spotted Angus but please make certain? 

21. Can Ivy come too? 

22. Jock and Jill went up the hill to find this dark horse? 

23. Where Mrs Brown’s daughter keeps her pony? 

24. A French wine fit for a royal personage? 

25. An ocean-deep species? 

26. Some of these boundaries go back to medieval times?  

 

Tom Dunbar.        Answers on back cover.  No cheating! 

Butterfly Quiz 

How many can you identify from these species descriptions? 
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1.Comma  2.Red Admiral  3.Small Tortoiseshell  4.High Brown Fritillary  5.Grayling  6.Small Pearl Bor-
dered Fritillary  7.Common Blue  8.Speckled Wood  9.Small and Large Heath  10.Purple Hairstreak  
11.Painted Lady  12. Dark Green Fritillary  13.Gatekeeper  14.White Letter Hairstreak  15.Small Skipper  
16 Orange Tip 17.Green Hairstreak  18.Peacock  19.Small Copper  20.Northern Brown Argus  21.Holly 
Blue  22.Dark Green Fritillary   23. Meadow Brown  24.Duke of Burgundy  25.Pearl Bordered Fritillary  
26.Wall Brown Answers to Butterfly Quiz 

Members’ Photos - these are by Geoff Wilkinson 

Painted Lady 

White-letter Hairstreak 

Karen Gillett  saw it in Bootle.  
She reported “I was actually 
trying to get a photo of a bi-
plane flying in the area and saw 
the butterfly land on the wall 
near the roof.  When it opened 
its wings I realised it was a type 
I’d never seen before.  I man-
aged one quick photo before it 
flew off again towards the east.  
It caused a lot of excitement 
amongst my friends, one of 
whom had only ever seen one 
before in Sweden.  Shame the 
cable partly blocks it”. 

Another surprise visitor this year was a Camberwell Beauty  


