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Message from the Branch Chairman........ 

Welcome to our autumn 2016 newsletter.  Since our last issue and 

our winter ‘monsoon’ we have had ample proof that in Lancashire we 

do not have a ‘climate’ ....only weather!  Floods finally gave way to 

drought with May and early June giving so much dry warm weather 

that grass began to wilt......now a distant memory! 

Pearl-bordered Fritillary had a good flight season [especially on 

Warton Crag] as did other spring time emergers including Large 

Heath at the re-colonised site at Heysham [LWT reserve].  I was also 

delighted when Tom Dunbar reported seeing Large Heath and Small 

Heath flying together at  Goodber Common  west of Lancaster. ....has 

anyone else seen this rare event elsewhere in the UK?  

Species active during this warm sunny period will have benefitted 

from good flight and egg laying opportunities however as i write this 

message in early Setember our summer species encountered mixed 

weather.  We know High Brown Fritillaries have declined over years 

but after expansion  why have Dark Green Fritillaries done so badly  

for the last two years?.....except along the  Lancashire coast. What is 

clear is that large fritillaries suffer after a long wet mild winter and 

with less than good summer weather their flight season was 

significantly curtailed. Tom has done a magnificent job in monitoring 

fritillaries on both sides of the River Kent and has provided details of 

his work later in this issue. 

More positive has been the response of Graylings and Small Coppers 

[especially along the coast] and of the Vanessids to the improved 

weather in August. Good numbers of Red Admiral and Painted Lady 

have been seen and Small Tortoiseshell has done better in the North 

West than in other parts of the UK. So far Peacock and especially 

Comma have fared less well. Let’s hope for an ‘Indian Summer’! 
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On a different matter we held a well attended and successful AGM 

and ‘Members Day’ at Ainsdale NNR in July. Further details on this 

major event are reported by Tom and others later but i must take this 

opportunity to thank David Mercer [LWT] for use of this wonderful 

nature reserve and to Ron Moyes, Trevor Davenport and Richard 

Walker for  their valued help and contributions on the day.  Ron also 

set up moth traps the night before and the excellent ‘catch’ is the 

subject of a further report in this newsletter.  

The current Lancashire committee was re-elected during the AGM 

with the exception that Malcolm Plant asked to stand down as acting 

joint chair. We thank Malcolm for his help and guidance at a difficult 

time. 

Our spring/summer field trip programme has proved very popular 

with attendance at some events at well over 30. We have had lots of 

great feed- back and some BC members and friends travelled many 

miles to visit our key butterfly sites. At our recent guided walk around 

Gait Barrow NNR we were pleased to see freshly laid Brown 

Hairstreak eggs showing that last year’s ‘unofficial release’ has lasted 

at least one more year. 

Also in this news letter is a message from our Reserves Officer David 

Wrigley inviting all who can to join his team of conservation 

volunteers as they continue their excellent work at BC’s Myer’s 

Allotment?  Details of work up to Christmas will also be found on our 

web site ....with post Christmas details to follow.  

Keep those excellent sightings records coming in to Luara Sivell , our 

county recorder, and to our sightings  page on our Lancashire BC web 

site . Best wishes, Chris Winnick. 
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Lancashire Branch of Butterfly Conservation Annual General Meeting  

Ainsdale NNR 9th July2016 

Apologies for absence: Dave Wainwright, Martin Wain, Alex Parsons, 
Derek Smith,  Malcolm Plant, Paul Slater 

Minutes of previous AGM meeting 2015: 

Update: Malcolm Plant has stepped down as Joint Chair of Lancashire 
Branch. 

Members Day 2015 at Gait Barrows had 43 in attendance. 

Minutes were accepted by all present as a true record of 2015 AGM. 
Proposed by Mike Bloomfield and seconded by David Wrigley. 

Chairman’ Report (Chris Winnick): 

CW circulated a detailed written Chairman’s report to the meeting 

Chris stated his willingness to stand as Chair for another year. However he 
highlighted the need to have a successor in place...preferrably by April 
2017.... who could ‘shadow’ Chris  and take over as Chair from the AGM in 
2017 or soon after. 

Concern was expressed at the state of High Brown and Pearl Bordered 
Fritillaries with the decline  seen as a challenge. 

The increase in Lancashire Branch membership was highlighted and 
welcomed It now stands at 843 members. 

Need to recruit further Committee members was raised as was the need for 
more member support on work parties. 

CW complemented the successful turnout for today’s meeting despite the 
prevailing poor weather. 

Finance 

CW reminded the meeting that the branch lacks a treasurer and that finance 
responsibility is managed by BC Head Office professional staff. 

A finance summary was then made available with a  bank balance standing 
at a very healthy £6000.  He recommended that £4000 of this be submitted 
to Head Office as a contribution to the Matchpot Appeal. This will be 
discussed at the next Branch Committee meeting and hopefully agreed.  
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Branch Website 

CW highlighted the need to recruit a replacement for Martin Elsworth our 
longstanding we-master. Martin has filled the position very successfully but 
wishes to stand down as soon as a replacement can be found. 

Recognition was given to the extension of the Sightings Page whereby 
members can choose to have their submitted sightings with photographs 
appear on Twitter. 

Dotmailer 

CW praised Alex Parson’s excellent work in introducing and operating the 
Dotmailer communication system for the branch. 

Field Trips 

CW gave a brief summary of Branch field trips. Some of these were joint 
ventures with Cumbria Branch. 

Transects 

A request was made for more volunteers to help with the expansion of 
current established routes. 

A question from the floor asked if records from other organisations (Local 
Area Recording Network in particular) reach our County Recorder. It was 
stated by LS that she doesn’t have the resources to contact  the plethora of 
other organisation holding butterfly and moth records.  It was felt that the 
submission of records by other organisations should be their responsibility 
as is common practise. 

Reserves Officer Report (Dave Wrigley) 

A detailed written report was submitted and circulated to the meeting by 
DW. This highlighted the great amount of work and commitment carried 
out by DW and his team. CW had given special mention earlier in the 
meeting ‘to our two most active volunteers Mike Bloomfield and Ann Smith’ 
and the meeting gave recognition to their unstinting work at BC’s Myers 
Allotment reserve.  

AOB 

None raised. 
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Brown Hairstreak Butterfly at Gait Barrows 

 

Two adult Brown Hairstreak butterflies were recorded at Gait Barrows in 
August 2015. This is considered to be the result of an unofficial release. A 
small number of eggs were subsequently located on its larval foodplant 
blackthorn in January 2016. A number of these eggs were found to have 
hatched in April. A single adult was seen by the Warden Rob Petley-Jones in 
August. Two fresh 2016 eggs were subsequently found close to this sighting 
but one was later predated. 

The annual Gait Barrows butterfly field trip took place on 24th August. In 
excess of thirty members turned up with high expectations of a Brown Hair-
streak adult sighting. Alas, sightings were restricted to a brace of hatched 
eggs laid the previous flight season and the two 2016 eggs mentioned 
above. 

The Brown Hairstreak is an elusive butterfly to see, even on sites containing 
large populations. Ash is their favoured tree to assemble on, after emer-
gence. The males are territorial and may be seen ‘clashing’ on or above a 
selected ash tree. The females join the males later when they hatch, to ma-
te and then descend to lay eggs on blackthorn.   

Unofficial introductions are rarely successful over succeeding years but 
there are exceptions. It might be worthwhile checking suitable ashes and 
blackthorn hedges in the 2017 flight season i.e. late July through August / 
early September. Care needs to taken as other species such as Speckled 
Wood on the ashes, and Gatekeeper on the blackthorn, have a similar flight 
behaviour. 

Please report any positive Gait Barrows Brown Hairstreak sightings to tom-
dunbar@sky.com.  An egg search this winter after the blackthorn leaf-
drop? Let Tom Know if you are interested. 

 

     

mailto:tomdunbar@sky.com
mailto:tomdunbar@sky.com
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Searching for the Essex Skipper in West Lancashire, (VC59) 

by Trevor Davenport & Richard Walker 

The Essex Skipper, (Thymelicus lineola), is very similar in appearance 
to our very common, resident Small Skipper, (Thymelicus sylvestris); 
so much so that it was overlooked in Southern Britain for many years, 
even by experienced lepidopterists who mistook it for Small Skipper. 
It was only in the late nineteenth century that Mr F.W. Hawes, of Es-
sex, realised that some specimens in his collection differed from his 
Small Skippers and were to become the penultimate addition to the 
British list known as Essex Skippers. 

Both insects enjoy similar habitats and have roughly similar flight pe-
riods, although Essex may be on the wing somewhat longer than 
Small Skipper; they also have many of the same larval host plants in 
the grass family, many of which are used for making hay. This may be 
one of the main factors in the fairly rapid expansion northwards of 
Essex Skipper in recent decades, since it is known that hay bales carry 
hibernating eggs of the species and hence they are moved, by both 
road and rail, throughout road and rail corridors. This phenomenon 
has been noted particularly in the United States where Essex Skippers 
have spread very rapidly and have become a pest in grasses grown 
for hay. 

Here in VC59, we have healthy populations of Small Skippers, but the 
spread of Essex Skippers has been more North-eastern than to the 
North-west and the butterfly has yet to be recorded here. Neverthe-
less, we have conditions and habitats that would be suitable for 
them, especially in locations such as Pinfold Meadows and 'The 
Butterfly Trail' in Ainsdale where there are both road and rail corri-
dors alongside, and horse and cattle areas where hay is used. These 
areas have excellent populations of Small Skipper. 

We have thought for quite a while that it is only a matter of time be-
fore Essex Skipper appears here, and with this in mind several of us 
paid particular attention to the skippers flying and resting in these 
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Ainsdale areas during the summer of this year. We found this to be 
somewhat more difficult than we had at first considered, and discov-
ered that identification in the field can very unreliable; this is despite 
what we have read in journals and books where it is claimed that the 
differences can be readily seen. This may be true for experienced en-
tomologists with extensive knowledge of both species, but we quickly 
learned that Small Skippers can be very variable, especially in the 
markings on their antennae which can give rise to the false possibility 
of the insect being an Essex Skipper. 

The underside of the Essex Skippers antennae are glossy black at the 
tip - almost as though they have been pressed onto an ink pad, whilst 
the undersides of the antennae of Small Skipper is pink. Also, the 'sex
-brand' on males of both skippers are different; that on Essex is short 
and parallel to the leading edge of the wing, whilst Small has a sex-
brand that is longer and rather angled. These differences - we found - 
are very difficult to differentiate on insects in the field when seen 
through binoculars, and even when netted and placed in a pot, the 
variation of markings and the tips of antennae - which represent just 
a few millimetres - can be problematic due to wear, clarity and varia-
tion. 

On Pinfold Meadow in July, Richard netted and then potted a skipper 
that had all the hallmarks of Essex. The live insect was examined by 
several members of Butterfly Conservation, using a magnifying glass 
and a loupe; the general consensus of opinion was that the insect 
was an Essex Skipper. The main reason for this identification was that 
the antennae tips were black, but, as we found out later, only on the 
upper-side. 

Richard set and mounted the specimen and then took it to the World 
Museum in Liverpool where they hold impressive collections of many 
hundreds of butterfly species, some collections dating back to the be-
ginning of the last century and still in remarkable condition. Here he 
was able to compare his specimen with approximately sixty set speci-
mens of both Essex and Small Skippers. Upon close inspection it be-
came evident that the skipper from Pinfold Meadow was, without 
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doubt, a Small Skipper. Needless to say, we were rather disappoint-
ed, both at our inability to determine the specimen earlier and, of 
course, that this wasn't the expected arrival of Essex Skipper to our 
area. 

Subsequently, the Ainsdale specimen has been photographed, to-
gether with museum specimens of both Essex and Small Skippers. 
The photographs clearly show the differences between these species 
and detail what to look out for when doing further research. These 
photographs make it clear that Small Skippers can have black tips to 
their antennae but not on the underside. It then becomes clear that 
trying to discern these antennae differences in the field, through bin-
oculars, can be almost impossible. Even when the insects are 'in the 
hand' it can still cause confusion. Other means of identification may 
be required. 

We remain optimistic that Essex Skipper will eventually be found 
here in VC59; indeed, it may well be here now and has been consist-
ently overlooked, just as they were in the South of England many 
years ago. We have been made aware of how difficult it can be for 
amateur naturalists to determine, with certainty, single specimens 
from species that overlap and are very similar, without recourse to 
the study of very fine detail. 

We will continue to look for Essex Skipper in years to come - it's an 
enjoyable pastime after all – and, just as this year we added another 
butterfly to our West Lancashire list - the Ringlets (Aphantopus hy-
perantus) found in Ainsdale - we may shortly add Essex Skipper to 
the list in the not too distant future. 

Photographs accompany this article:, see over 

Ainsdale Skipper showing sex-brand. 

Museum specimen Essex Skippers. 

Essex Skipper showing sex-brand 

Essex Skipper showing antennae tips 

Museum specimen of Small Skipper showing antennae tips. 
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Museum specimen of Small Skipper showing potential confusion of 
the antennae tips and the angled sex-brand. 

August 11th, 2016 
References:   
The Butterflies of Britain and Ireland; Thomas & Lewington 
Collins Butterfly Guide; Tolman & Lewington 

Sex brand is longer and 

angled which is 

characteristic of male 

Small Skipper 

Museum set Essex 

Skipper specimens 
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Male Essex Skipper.  Sex 

brand is short and parallel 

to wing leading edge 

Black “ink-pad” tips on 

antennae of  Essex 

Skipper 

Museum specimen of 

Small Skipper.  Note the 

antennae tips are pink. 
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Reserves Officer’s Report – Update 

The following is an update to the Reserves Officer’s report presented at the 
Lancashire Branch AGM and Members’ Day held at Ainsdale NNR on 9th July 
2016. 

Myers Allotment Lease 

Following a meeting held between Martin Wain, BC Conservation Officer, 
and representatives of the Leighton Hall Estate on 13th July 2016, I am 
pleased to report that the previously expressed concerns regarding our 
management of the site appear to have evaporated.  The Estate expressed 
delight at the “amazing work” we have done on Myers and have agreed to 
continue the lease for a further 10 years, subject to a 5 year renewal.  Well 
done Martin!! 

Countryside Stewardship Application 

BC Head of Reserves, John Davis, and his team at Head Office are currently 
working on a Countryside Stewardship application in conjunction with Natu-
ral England.  If our application is successful, it is anticipated that the agree-
ment will come into force in January 2017 and will help fund management 
work on Myers over the next few years.  Negotiations are still ongoing and 
further details will follow once the agreement is finalised. 

Volunteer Work Parties 

A number of ad hoc work parties have been held over recent weeks, mainly 
involving ragwort pulling and removal of non-native invasive plant species, 
including buddleia and cotoneaster, as instructed by Natural England in the 
lead up to our Countryside Stewardship application.  A start has also been 
made on cleaning out and repairing the bird nesting boxes in preparation 
for next spring. 

Our regular programme of winter work parties will commence on Tuesday, 
4th October and will initially be held every Tuesday and Thursday, depend-
ing on the weather.  We are likely to be working on Myers Allotment at 
least up until Christmas, but may then move on to other sites in the area if 
required. 

We have a small dedicated team of regular volunteers, but are desperately 
in need of new blood, so, if you can spare some time, do please come along.  
Apart from the practical side, these work parties are a highly enjoyable so-
cial occasion held in wonderful surroundings. 
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White Letter Hairstreak Recorders 

Lancashire has a reputation as a stronghold for colonies of White 
Letter Hairstreak (WLH) butterflies in the North-West region. Records 
have come in regularly to the branch website sightings page over re-
cent years across a range of sites. These include several in the Ros-
sendale; others in the Rochdale, Ainsdale, Preston, Compstall, Little-
borough and Yealand areas. 

It is recognised that this species is very much under-recorded nation-
ally. Undoubtedly this also applies to Lancashire. How can we build 
on the successes of our active group of recorders to improve our 
knowledge of the distribution and abundance of this butterfly across 
the county? 

The WLH is on the wing as an adult in July and early August. They 
spend most of their time high up on Elms (their larval food plant). The 
males are territorial and are well known to perform aerobatic-style 
clashes either on the trees or in the sky above. The females can be 
more restrained, crawling amongst the branches seeking suitable lo-
cations for egg-laying. 

We normally meet at Myers Allotment at 10am and usually work till about 
3.30pm.  You will need suitable outdoor clothing and footwear, together 
with a packed lunch, but all necessary tools are provided.  If the weather 
looks doubtful, it is always best to phone me after 8am on the day (on 
01524  805527), just to check that the work party has not been cancelled. 

David Wrigley 

Reserves Officer 

Lancashire Branch 

10th September 2016 
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WLH is a unique arboreal species in that it frequents urban as well as 
rural locations throughout its life cycle. Major conurbations across the 
UK hold good colonies. This is a major plus for Lancashire as urban 
areas are not in short supply. Can we recruit more WLH recorders 
particularly away from North-Lancashire with its current major 
butterfly branch focus? We have a large branch membership in south-
ern areas and lots of WLH habitat to be identified and explored here.  

Do you know of a colony in your area in any part of Lancashire? We 
would love to hear from you! Please forward 2016 records to our 
county Recorder Laura Sivell in the first instance in your normal way. 
An extra plea is for you to copy such records to me at the email ad-
dress below. I can then contact you to discuss the next step forward 
in progressing our knowledge of the WLH across Lancashire. This 
might be to organise a field trip next year at a site known to you? This 
could be an opportunity to help other members identify this butterfly 
usually flying atop the Elms? Another possibility is to organise egg 
searches in late-Autumn and Winter 2016 at one or two sites? This is 
a valuable if challenging exercise in itself. The Cumbria branch have 
had successful egg-searches recently despite fewer colonies.  

All records are valuable and your help would be greatly appreciated. 

To express an interest and/ or copy any WLH records: 

tomdunbar@sky.com 

County Recorder:  laura.sivell@mypostoffice.co.uk 

mailto:tomdunbar@sky.com
mailto:laura.sivell@mypostoffice.co.uk
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The Lancashire Branch Committee 

 

Chairmen/Branch Organiser 

Chris Winnick 

Tel: 01539 728254 
Email: criswinnick@tiscali.co.uk 

Membership Secretary and Moth Officer 

Alex Parsons 
21, The Evergreens 
FORMBY 
Merseyside 

L37 3RW 
Tel: 01704 833538 
Email: membership@lancashire-butterflies.org.uk 
 

Butterfly Recorder & Newsletter Editor  
Laura Sivell 

22 Beaumont Place 
Lancaster 
LA1 2EY 
Tel: 01524 69248 
E-mail: butterfly-recorder@lancashire-butterflies.org.uk 
 
Reserves Officer  

Dave Wrigley 
Wood Cottage, 
97 Silverdale Road 
Yealand Redmayne 
Carnforth, Lancashire 
LA5 9TD 
Tel: 01524 805527 

E-mail: reserves@lancashire-butterflies.org.uk  

Librarian 
Derrick Smith 
65 Calder Road, 
Blackpool, Lancs 
FY2 9TU 

Tel: 01253 356173 
E-mail: librarian@lancashire-butterflies.org.uk  

 

Committee Members without portfolio 

Anne Smith, Mike Bloomfield  

mailto:chriswinnick@tiscali.co.uk
mailto:membership@lancashire-butterflies.org.uk
mailto:butterfly-recorder@lancashire-butterflies.org.uk%20
mailto:reserves@lancashire-butterflies.org.uk%20
mailto:librarian@lancashire-butterflies.org.uk%20
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Assessing changes bracken habitat quality for Pearl-
bordered and High Brown Fritillaries 

By Dave Wainwright, Regional Officer 

The High Brown and Pearl-bordered Fritillaries are two of Lanca-
shire’s rarest butterflies. Both are confined to sites on the More-
cambe bay Limestones to the north of the county and both have ex-
perienced catastrophic declines in numbers. Abundance trends cal-
culated from sites in this area monitored by transect indicate that 
the High Brown has decreased by 85% in 25 years and the Pearl-
bordered by 94% over the same period. In 2015, the counts for both 
species were the lowest ever made. 

A number of factors have been proposed as possible drivers of these 
declines. Foremost amongst these is climate change with a number 
of local experts suggesting that mild winters may have impacted se-
verely upon both species. Certainly, evidence suggests that the High 
Brown tends to be more abundant following a cold winter; the Pearl-
bordered’s requirements seem more complex in that its numbers are 
highest following two successive cold winters. Counter-intuitively, 
numbers of both species appear not to be linked to weather condi-
tions during the previous year’s flight period. 

If these analyses are correct, then it is perhaps unsurprising that the 
numbers of both species have declined so drastically in recent years. 
But why might cold winters be of such seemingly-great importance? 
Several possible reasons present themselves. Firstly, as most folk 
who’ve reared butterflies and moths can testify, fungal infections 
often cause mortality of overwintering larvae and eggs. And mild, 
damp conditions promote fungal growth. So perhaps declines of the 
butterflies have arisen along with the incidence of fungal infection. 
Secondly, there is the impact that warmer winters are likely to have 
upon the habitats occupied by the species. The larvae of both species 
are known to require a very warm microclimate in which to develop 
and it is this requirement, along with the presence of violets, which 
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defines the habitats in which they are able to breed. In the More-
cambe Bay limestones the principal habitats used by both species are 
either coppiced woodland or violet-rich bracken and grassland mosa-
ics. In the former habitat, the recently-cleared, lightly vegetated 
woodland floor heats up rapidly in sunshine and in the latter the lar-
vae are able to elevate their body temperatures by basking upon 
dead bracken, which, in sunny conditions, can be some 20C higher 
than grassier vegetation only a few inches away. Again, milder win-
ters could have rendered subtle changes to these habitats. One ex-
ample of how changes might have occurred is that the growing sea-
son for many plants is now a month or longer than was the case a 
couple of decades ago. It has been suggested that many sites are now 
much grassier by the time spring-flying species are on the wing and, 
given that grassier conditions tend to reduce microclimatic tempera-
tures close to the ground where larvae are feeding, it is not unrea-
sonable to infer that the species with larvae dependent upon the 
greatest warmth will be worst affected. The fact that numbers of 
Dark Green and Small Pearl-bordered Fritillaries, whose larvae are 
not so warmth-dependent, have not decreased to the same extent 
despite co-existing on many sites may also support this notion. If this 
wasn’t sufficient food for thought it has also been suggested that vio-
lets germinate better following cold winters and some observers be-
lieve that a relative scarcity of violets, arising from poor germination, 
might also be a factor in fritillary declines. Some have even suggested 
that Bracken growth and the decomposition rate of its litter are also 
different to that which occurred only a couple of decades ago. 

Any, all, or none of the theories outlined above might be factors in 
the declines of our two most endangered fritillaries. If incidence of 
fungal infections is responsible, then as conservationists are options 
for tackling this problem would probably be fairly limited. But if vege-
tation changes are factors then our options might be a little more var-
ied, in so far as we could manipulate grazing or other existing man-
agement techniques. For example, it might be possible to initiate ear-
lier grazing to reduce grassiness during the critical early-mid spring 



18 

period, or to switch from cattle to sheep (the latter produce a much 
shorter sward which should create a hotter microclimate). However, 
given the likely costs to landowners, BC needs to be as sure as it can 
be that a) suggested changes alleged to have occurred to species 
composition and structure of the vegetation are real; and b) that any 
changes to management that are proposed have a realistic chance of 
working. 

How realistic is it to be able to identify changes to the vegetation of 
fritillary sites, given that any differences are likely to be subtle and 
the time scale involved is likely to extend beyond the decade where 
two of our species have become so scarce? Not impossible. Thanks to 
the foresight of my predecessor, Sam Ellis, I have in my possession a 
series of habitat quality assessments which he, I and the much-missed 
Jennifer Newton undertook in 2005. As part of an extensive survey 
and monitoring exercise, the three of us recorded vegetation charac-
teristics from a variety of locations at Warton Crag, Arnside Knott and 
Holme Park Fell. Our assessments recorded variables such as violet 
abundance, bracken frequency, abundance of nectar plants, vegeta-
tion height, grassiness and visible impact of grazing livestock, the aim 
being to repeat the exercise periodically to determine in what ways 
the vegetation was changing. Given the precarious position of both 
the High Brown and Pearl-bordered Frits, now would seem to be an 
appropriate time to repeat the exercise. Which is what a bunch of 
dedicated volunteers and I were busy doing this spring. 

Space precludes detailing the results in the current newsletter (well, 
that and the fact that I have yet to fully analyse the data). However, 
in the next publication I hope to be able to provide you with evidence 
regarding how our fritillary sites have changed, if indeed they have, 
and how we might remedy matters for Lancashire’s two most endan-
gered species. 
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GETTING MORE OUT OF YOUR INTEREST IN BUTTERFLIES AND 
MOTHS: PART 2 

The following is a further personal selection of wide-ranging ideas on how 
you may ‘get more’ out of your interest in butterflies and moths and our 
countryside. The list below is not in any particular order and as I listed 15 
points in our last newsletter it starts at 16! 

[16] Look at additional web sites [additional to BC and UK Butterflies] to 
broaden your conservation and countryside interests. For example national 
conservation groups of interest include......The RSPB, The BTO, The Wetland 
and Wildlife Trust, The British Dragonfly Society, Bug Life, Bat Conservation 
Trust, The Woodland Trust, The Wildlife Trust and the National Trust. All 
have interesting websites and some offer free e-newsletters. Also you may 
wish to join and receive a range of benefits including regular newsletters/
magazines. 

[17] Seek out more local conservation bodies that may well offer local talks, 
field trips, work parties, social events and newsletters. These include Lanca-
shire Wildlife Trust [lancswt.org.uk], Lancashire Bird Watching [Lancashire 
bird watching.org.uk], bird watching and natural history......both in eg Pres-
ton [prestonsociety.co.uk] and in Rochdale [rochdale field natural history 
society.co.uk], The Lancashire and Cheshire Fauna Society and the Arnside 
and Silverdale Natural History Society. In particular for an extra £6.00 join 
Cumbria Branch of BC and for MOTHS look on the web for details of the 
‘Lancashire Moth Group’, the ‘Cumbria Moth Group’ and ‘Yorkshire Moths’. 

Note there will be other similar societies near you and if you do not find 
them on the internet ask friends and visit your local library where they will 
have lists of societies and contacts. Also note The Wildlife Trust, the Nation-
al Trust and the RSPB will have local activities and volunteer groups eg the 
RSPB at Leighton Moss. 

[18] Other memberships/magazine subscriptions of interest include 
‘Atrops’...a very high quality magazine devoted to moths, butterflies and 
dragonflies, ‘British Wildlife’....again very well produced and bi-monthly 
with regular updates on Butterflies and moths and ‘The Bulletin’ produced 
by the Amateur Entomological Society. Some memberships/magazines can 
be expensive!......so treat someone to a great Christmas present!  

[19] Join a local botany group.....not only will you learn much about plants 



20 

and flowers but you will be able to map local caterpillar food plants.....eg 
you could map out all the local Elm and especially Wych Elm that may still 
host an unrecorded colony of White-letter hairstreak. Botanists are also bril-
liant at helping find eggs and caterpillars and can greatly help with advice on 
habitat restoration. 

[20] Buy a butterfly net and collecting containers from a lepidopterist suppli-
ers...there are several eg Anglian Supplies and Watkins and Doncaster. You 
only need a licence from Natural England if you plan to catch rare/
endangered species...... i would ask that all netted insects are released close 
to where caught unless they are species that you can find in most gardens. 
Use the special containers for observation and identification and for enthus-
ing others! If you know others who already use a net then they will help 
with best practice. 

[21] If you love art and have the finance then invest in a beautiful natural 
history art work. For example the butterfly pictures of Richard Lewington 
and Richard Tratt [both on line] are superb but if you contact the ‘Society of 
Wildlife Artists’ you will be amazed at the beauty, quality and variety of 
art.... go to the Rutland Bird Fair in August and visit their marquee! [The 
whole Bird Fair is a great wildlife experience.] 

[22] Find out what your local council is doing to help protect our butterflies 
and wildlife. Some are very environmentally aware and others are not! Do 
they have a council ecologist? Does their Highways/Transport department 
manage hedge rows, trees, verges and round-a-bouts in nature friendly 
ways? Their environmental department should be able to tell you/show you 
their plans to enhance bio-diversity. For example do they know where road 
side colonies of butterflies that need more sensitive management are locat-
ed? Do they follow Sarah Raven’s advice to local authorities? [She fronted a 
TV series on how councils could/should do more to encourage wild flowers 
and wildlife friendly planting.] 

[23] Help educate and entertain others in a love of natural history. If you like 
photography and are comfortable with ‘public speaking’ then put together a 
power point presentation and give talks to societies and others. If you need 
help to get started ‘shadow’ someone else and seek advice on eg the tech-
nology or information required. It can be great fun and very satisfying. 

[24] Find out more about recording butterflies and transect data.....both to 
provide you with information on species and to encourage you to do  tran-
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sect recording. Again ‘shadow’ someone who is already doing a transect but 
look on the ‘UK Butterfly Monitoring Scheme’ web site......from their home 
page click on ‘About’ then on the UK map, then on England [the cursor over 
London], then on Lancashire then on one of the many existing  transects eg 
Warton LNR, then on ‘species count’ to see all the data on butterflies rec-
orded at this site since the transect started in 1989!........beware the decline 
reported in rare species can be depressing!....but shows why i hope you will 
get more involved in conservation. 

[25] Attend BC national events......you can always car share! The National 
Members Day is in Nottingham on Saturday 5th November 2016 and free to 
attend. The programme is on the BC web site. Also look out for the Moth 
Recorders Day and the separate Butterfly Recorders Day which are both 
usually held in Birmingham ......last year the moth event was held at the end 
of January and the butterfly event in the later part of March. Both are excel-
lent and reasonably priced....details will be posted on the BC website. [For a 
more local event the Martin Mere Bird Fair held each November is well 
worth attending.....but do not forget to attend our own Lancashire BC Mem-
bers day next summer....details in the next newsletter.] 

[26] Finally GET MORE INVOLVED IN YOUR LANCASHIRE BRANCH OF BC....as 
stated in the report of our Members Day at Ainsdale elsewhere in this issue 
we need your help with membership, recording, web site management, 
committee work, conservation work parties, publicity, fundraising 
etc....please contact me or one of the committee to discuss how you could 
get more involved in helping us all to enjoy our butterfly and moth rich 
countryside. 

If i have provoked some thoughts and hopefully actions from the last two 
newsletters on this subject then you will get more out of your love of butter-
flies, moths and our rich and varied countryside. 

Chris Winnick. 
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Hot News! 
 
CONGRATULATIONS TO ROB PETLEY-JONES......we have just heard that 
Rob, who has been the warden of Gait Barrow NNR for over 25 years, and 
is Senior Reserves Officer for Natural England, has just been awarded the 
'Lifetime Achievement in Conservation' award from Butterfly Conservation. 
This is a very prestigious national award only made once a year so we are 
delighted that someone who has given so much to conserving our butter-
flies and moths in the Morecambe Bay area and beyond should be hon-
oured in this way. 
Lancashire and Cumbria Branches made a joint nomination and at the risk 
of embarrassing Rob we include this below......I think you will agree that 
the judging panel made the right choice!  
 

NOMINATION  OF ROB PETLEY-JONES FOR BUTTERFLY CON-
SERVATION’S 

CONSERVATION AWARD 2016 

Pre-amble: This nomination is made with the full support of the com-
mittees of both Cumbria and Lancashire Branches of BC. 

 I have known and worked with Rob  for the last six years  so this nomina-
tion has been assisted by Sam Ellis and Paul Kirkland [who both worked 
closely with Rob] and by committee members who have worked with Rob 
over many years. 

NOMINATION. 

Rob has been a lifelong conservationist and for the last 35 years an out-
standing NE senior reserves officer of some of the UK’s finest nature re-
serves. He is a first class naturalist and conservationist however his uncon-
cealed passion is for butterflies and moths. 

Based at Roudsea Wood NNR but also managing Gait Barrows NNR, Great 
Asby Scar and numerous other sites rob energetically set about establishing 
and implementing plans that were especially favourable for butterflies and 
moths. 

Rob was one of the first to re-introduce coppice work to many sites includ-
ing Howe Ridding wood which is now home once again to five species of 
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fritillary and to Duke of Burgundy. He manages diverse habitats at Roudsea 
for large heath and silver-washed fritillary [and for osprey!] And having held 
countless moth events at Roudsea discovered the ‘extinct’ Rosy Marsh 
Moth. Rob was Cumbria moth recorder/report compiler for many years. 

However rob is best known for his outstanding work at gait barrow nnr 
where he established a second ‘warden’s’ transect in 1982 and has been 
doing both ever since. His targeted management for priority species has 
included the ‘string of pearls’ for Duke of Burgundy.. ...a series of perma-
nent and semi-permanent woodland glades linked by widened rides. Works 
have been a mix of contracted and volunteer based with Rob 100% a ‘hands 
on’ leader of regular weekly work parties. Rob is a teacher and superb com-
municator and a wonderful inspiration to work with. Generations of volun-
teers have benefitted from his deep understanding and enthusiasm.  

Further Rob established the ‘Morecambe Bay Butterly Action Group’ to un-
dertake work across a wide range of sites....well beyond NNR’s. 

Arguably his most important contribution came in helping establish wider 
partnerships between statutory agencies; NGO’s and volunteers...now com-
monplace but ‘novel’ then. Rob was a key player in setting up both the High 
Brown and Marsh Fritillary Action Groups including representatives from 
BC, WT, NT, RSPB, NE, EA, FC  and the National Parks. 

Prior to BC employing paid staff Rob established the network of volunteers 
who continue to walk the many transects around Morecambe Bay and prior 
to transect walker he collated all the data and reported back at recorders 
meetings. In short he led the way and made Sam Ellis’s job as new regional 
officer so much more supported in those early years as BC established its 
regional network. 

We believe Rob deserves this award for a lifetime dedicated to conserving 
butterflies and moths....partly as an innovative NNR manager but even 
more for what he was able to achieve over and above that role........ Repre-
senting Natural England in wider partnerships and in his own time which he 
has given to the cause so freely. 

Signed Chris Winnick 

Chair of Cumbria BC /Chair of Lancashire BC 

(see over for more) 
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Your lasting legacy 

Have you ever considered leaving a gift to Butterfly Conservation in your 
Will?  

An increasing number of members and friends are choosing to support 
Butterfly Conservation in this way. All gifts, whether large and small, make a 
crucial and lasting difference to the conservation of butterflies and moths. 
Together they account for over one third of our voluntary income, contrib-
uting significantly to the success of our conservation work.  

So as well as leaving gifts to 
loved ones in your Will, 
please consider leaving a gift 
to Butterfly Conservation; it 
will help to ensure butterflies 
and moths thrive in the years 
to come.  

For more information about 
leaving a gift to Butterfly Con-
servation and sharing your 
love of butterflies and moths 
with future generations please contact Helen Corrigan on 01273 453313 or 
hcorrigan@butterfly-conservation.org  alternatively please write to Helen at 
Butterfly Conservation, Manor Yard, East Lulworth, Wareham, BH20  5QP.  
Thank you for your support.  

Tim Melling 

Note from the Newsletter editor (and former Branch Organiser) 

When Chris wrote the nomination of Rob Petley-Jonesfor the Lifetime 
Achievement Award, he was not aware of the fact that it was the influence 
of working with Rob at Gait Barrows  as a volunteer that motivated me to 
set up the Lancashire Branch of BC in the first place.  Without Rob’s inspira-
tion, we may never have had  a separate Lancashire branch (and I would 
have had a lot more free time over the last 20 years!).   

Laura Sivell 

mailto:hcorrigan@butterfly-conservation.org

