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 MESSAGE FROM OUR BRANCH CHAIRMAN 

Welcome to our autumn newsletter. We know that 2016 was one of the poorest 

years for butterflies nationwide: within this context 2017 has been an 

improvement. As I write this in mid-August there are still plenty of Red Admiral and 

Gatekeeper to help me dodge the showers.....so let’s dwell on the positives. 

Spring started well with good numbers of Brimstone, Speckled Wood and especially 

Orange Tip. In particular May was a delight with excellent weather and a strong 

showing of the rare Pearl-bordered Fritillary at Warton Crag. Lancaster University 

student, Liz Atkinson, was able to identify over 200 individuals as part of her 

research and with most species emerging 2-3 weeks early and in good numbers 

prospects were good. At times summer has done its best to dispel this optimism 

however most fritillary species ‘held their own’ with only Large Heath, Northern 

Brown Argus and Large Skipper suffering significant loss. Common Blue, Small 

Heath and Meadow Brown had mixed fortunes with some sites doing much better 

than others. It can sometimes be difficult to compare year to year as we now have 

more recorders visiting more sites than ever before. This added interest in 

recording is most welcome; we just need to factor this in before the calculation of 

trends. It is better to ‘stand back’ and look at trends over a period of years to build 

up a more realistic picture of how distribution and abundance has changed. One 

way to do this is to go on the ‘Butterfly Monitoring Scheme’ [BMS] web site.....click 

on ‘England’ and then on the individual cursors [transects] that appear on the 

map......eg you could look at the last 25 years of sightings at Gait Barrows or the last 

20 years of sightings at Warton Crag. 

 If you still have records that have not been entered on the branch web-site then 

please pass these to Laura Sivell, our county recorder, so she can begin to work on 

the 2017 report. 

Hairstreak sightings have caused particular interest this year....especially White 

Letter Hairstreak in central Lancashire and Brown Hairstreak sightings in the Gait 

Barrows area near the border with Cumbria. Interest in this prompted me to write 

an article on the BH situation and on the wider issue of butterfly release. [See later] 

I am also delighted that Philip Larkin has written an article on WLH found in and 

around Brockholes [LWT] near Preston and that committee member Dave Coleman 

has included an item about the new field trips he has been running in the Greater 

Manchester area. Other articles include field trip reports and a moth article from 

recently retired NE reserves officer Rob Petley-Jones. 
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Next year is Butterfly Conservation’s 50th Anniversary. There will be national events 

to mark this mile stone that will be announced in ‘Butterfly’ magazine but your 

branch committee would really love to hear from you about how we can mark this 

event in Lancashire. Please contact us using our details on our new look web site. 

Many have asked if there will be another one day butterfly conference at Lancaster 

University in March 2018. We feel that one a year might be too much of a 

commitment but the good news is that we hope to have another in March 2019. 

We still have copies of Ben Smart’s book on the Micro Moths of Cheshire and 

Lancashire. [See details on our web-site] They cost £16.00 plus postage but to save 

on postage you may wish to attend the excellent Martin Mere Bird Festival on 

Sat.18th-Sun.19th November 2017. If you have not been before you are in for a 

natural history treat. 

Finally my usual plea that if you can help us by attending work parties, running a 

field trip, recording [by taking on a transect or a Wider Countryside 1km square or 

by entering your sightings on our web-site], writing a newsletter article, giving a 

talk, fund raising, recruiting new members or by publicity and education we would 

be delighted to hear from you.          

Best wishes, Chris Winnick.   

 

Membership 

Membership continues to increase. As at November 2016 the  household 

membership stood at 664, a nett increase of 53 over the previous year. 

Total membership individuals stood at 879. 

Membership has continued to increase during the year, standing at 680 

households in June, with 921 individual members.  

Members are reminded that they can be part of more than one branch, for 

payment of a £6 annual fee for each extra branch added. We would encourage 

members of Lancashire branch to consider also joining Cumbria for example.  

AGM 2017 Reports – Alex Parsons 
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Moth Officer 

The Lancashire moth recording community is very active and we are pleased to 

support them in their efforts.  Various items of equipment have been provided to 

help their work and assistance in funding the cost of Mapmate (recording software0 

has been given.  Mention has already been made of our support to the publication 

of Ben Smart’s Micro Moth Tips book.  

A major focus of the recorders in the past year has been the collection and 

verification of 2016 records for inclusion in the planned national atlas of macro 

moths. 2016 was the last recording year for inclusion in the atlas data.  

Our thanks go to all the active moth recorders in Lancashire but in particular to the 

County Recorders: John Girdley, Pete Marsh and Richard Walker, together with the 

Mapmate co-ordinator, Graham Dixon.  Members may wish to get involved. The 

Lancashire Moths website has lots of information and advice.  

IT Matters  

The branch website was migrated and re-built on the Butterfly Conservation 

national system during the Spring. In our opinion it looks very good! 

 It has a wealth of information. In particular details of all of our events, news, 

sightings, distribution maps and so on. There is also an excellent facility allowing you 

to submit your own records.  Our thanks go in particular to Mark Eastlick for his help 

in migrating the Sightings and Record Submission modules.  

The branch now also uses a nationwide tool for e-mailing our membership, called 

Dotmailer.  We have issued e-mail news updates on a regular basis since last 

Summer.   

We would encourage any member who receives information only by post to send 

Head Office their details and e-mail address.  Being able to send most of our news 

and information to members electronically saves the branch money for postage and 

printing and helps keep members better informed.  
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Reserves Officer’s Report 

Lancashire BC Open Day/AGM – 8th July 2017 

Myers Allotment Lease 

At the last Members’ Day/AGM held at Ainsdale NNR on 9th July 2016, I 

reported that there was some doubt about the renewal of the lease by the 

Leighton Hall Estate.  I am pleased to report that, largely due to the 

excellent negotiating skills of Martin Wain, the Estate finally agreed to 

renew the lease for a further 5 years, with no increase in rent.  Well done 

Martin!! 

Countryside Stewardship Agreement 

I am also pleased to report that we have successfully negotiated entry into a 

Countryside Stewardship Agreement with Natural England, in order to 

finance management work on the reserve over the next 5 years (for details 

see attached). 

This will bring in a total of £12,432.45, comprising £5,914.95 for 

management of species-rich grassland, £1,462.50 cattle grazing supplement, 

£3,375.00 for stone wall restoration and £1,680.00 for scrub control and 

felling of diseased trees, with a total of 1ha to be felled by the end of 

December 2018. 

A start has already been made, with 0.4ha felled by volunteers last winter. 

A contractor has already started work on the walling, with completion 

expected by the end of September.  HO have issued the contract for this 

work and have agreed to settle the invoice on completion of the work, so as 

not to deplete Branch funds until such time as the claim is submitted and 

the payment comes through from the Rural Payments Agency.   

A meeting is to be held with Lucy Morton, Reserves Officer, from HO on 20th 

July 2017, in order to agree a programme of work to be carried out next 

winter and to decide which parts will be carried out by volunteers and which 

by contractors. 
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Volunteer Work Parties 

A total of 25 work parties have been held on Myers since the last AGM, with 

over 800 hours worked.  Work largely consisted of clearing trees and scrub 

from the limestone pavement and areas adjacent to the central ride, with 

approx. 0.4ha cleared, as mentioned above. 

 Once the meeting referred to above has taken place, we will have a better 

idea as to the extent of work to be carried out next winter and how much 

volunteer input will be required, but I suspect that we may well need to 

increase the number of work parties to 2 per week (only 1 per week has 

been held for the last two winters). 

Bird Nest-Boxes 

A group of volunteers, including myself, David Foy, Anne Smith and Mike 

Bloomfield, with additional help from Roger Boughton and Mark Stevens, 

have once again carried out weekly nest-box monitoring on both Myers and 

Yealand Hall Allotments, as part of the BTO nest record scheme. 

This year was a much better year, with 141 young (83%) fledged on Myers 

and 185 young (85%) fledged on Yealand. 

The highlight was undoubtedly the fact that Tawny Owls this year used two 

of the boxes on Myers, raising a total of 5 young, all of which were ringed by 

licensed bird ringer Kevin Briggs. 

Boxes on Myers have been monitored since 2014 and those on Yealand 

since 2015.  A spreadsheet showing results for each year is on the next 

page.  Thanks go to Anne Smith for producing this and to David Foy for 

submitting the weekly record cards to the BTO. 

 

Dave Wrigley, Reserves Officer 

BC Lancashire Branch                      
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Recorder’s Report 

The recording of  butterflies has continued, with good take-up of the new 

recording apps along with the usual data collected from both paper and 

spreadsheets sent by email.  As in previous years, a report was produced 

covering both butterflies and moths which is available for download from 

the website for those that don’t already have a copy.   

ANNUAL MEMBER’S DAY/AGM AT LEIGHTON MOSS A GREAT 

SUCCESS. 

On Saturday 8th July almost 50 members and friends attended our main 

event of the year held at the excellent RSPB Leighton Moss in Silverdale. 

The weather the previous night had been moth friendly and with the help of 

Brian Hancock, Irene Mower and others light traps were opened with 

excellent results and good photo opportunities. 

This was followed by an illustrated talk by Tom Dunbar on ‘The Life of the 

Brown Hairstreak and its current status in North Lancashire’. Tom has 

studied BH for many years [especially in the Upper Thames area] and was 

able to tell us much about their life cycle and behaviour from personal 

experience......detail that is not in the ‘standard ‘ reference book.                      

This was followed by a presentation from Brian Hancock entitled ‘The 

Butterflies and Moths of the Arnside and Silverdale area; a personal 

perspective.’ Brian is an excellent photographer and has monitored changes 

in distribution and occurrence in his home area over many years. On this 

occasion he inspired us to look for Moths and Butterflies throughout the 

year by showing that even ‘out of season’ there is still plenty to see! Both 

talks stimulated much debate and interest and must be two of the best 

presentations we have had in recent years....a tough act to follow!  

Lunch [and time to see some birds!] was followed by a brief AGM during 

which the current committee were re-elected; for details of the AGM see 

elsewhere in this newsletter. 
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Butterfly walk Yealand Hall Allotments , Silverdale 

The group met at the entrance to Yealand Hall allotments on Thrang Brow 

Lane around 10.30am. Mainly group members attended, although there 

appeared to be 3 or 4 of us who had seen the walk advertised and came out 

of interest in learning more about different butterfly species, why we see 

fewer and fewer of them and thus take advantage of expert knowledge!  

The weather was fair- around 15- 18 degrees Centigrade cloudy, but luckily 

the rain appeared to be holding off. There was quite a brisk wind, however, 

and so the conditions did not really bode well for butterfly spotting…but we 

remained optimistic. 

Dave began by telling us a little background to the site, and especially as a 

notable limestone pavement area. He also explained his work in the area 

and the local transects he covers – which included out target area (and a 

particular Elm tree) for spotting the White-letter Hairstreak, which was the 

main aim of the walk.  

We set off down a stony track which runs through the allotment area, 

before taking a right turn up a bracken lined path heading uphill. Along this 

stretch the sun made a brief appearance and several species were spotted 

by various members of the group: the Common Blue, a Large White, a 

couple of Gatekeepers, and a Speckled Wood. There were  strikingly few in 

number for a July day.  We continued up the hill a little before winding our 

After lunch most met up at Arnside Knott to be given a guided walk around 

the key parts of this wonderful National Trust reserve. Head NT Ranger 

Craig McCoy is a mine of information on both the wildlife and how this large 

and varied site is being managed. Again the weather was kind with High 

Brown and Dark Green fritillaries and Grayling all putting in a welcome 

appearance. [We were just a few days too soon for the Scotch Argus.] A big 

‘thankyou’ to all who helped make this day so successful and to RSPB 

Leighton Moss for being such good hosts. Look out for details of our 2018 

Members Day/AGM in the spring newsletter.             Chris Winnick. 
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way to an opening on the limestone plateau. On the way we came across a 

Common Lizard basking (or trying to) on a rock, and more Gatekeepers, and 

a Red Admiral.  

Tony noted the condition of the Ash trees along the way; many were 

diseased, especially the younger ones which was a sad sight to see as their 

poor condition will clearly also affect insects and other wildlife in the area.  

We paused on the limestone pavement to admire the view, before heading 

back down towards the famous Elm tree and hopeful sightings of the White-

letter Hairstreak. On the way, back on a woodland track again, there were 

more sightings of Gatekeepers, Speckled Wood and Red Admirals plus 

hover flies taking advantage of the flowering Ragwort, but there seemed to 

be some discussion about the actual species. We reached the Elm tree and 

stayed for 15 minutes waiting and watching, but the continuing wind and 

overcast sky didn’t entice any butterflies into the open. Nearing 12.15, It 

was now time for lunch and the group then headed back along the track to 

our meeting point for refreshments at Leighton Moss before the afternoon 

walk around Myer’s Allotment.  

Josie Leonard 

Brown Hairstreak Field Trip To Gait Barrows Reserve 

A party of around 15 enthusiasts joined the annual field trip to Gait Barrows 

in search of the brown hairstreak butterfly which took place on 12th August. 

My husband and I arrived at the reserve mid-afternoon hoping to spot some 

fritillary butterflies and encountered some people who asked us if we were 

part of Tom Dunbar’s party. They told us that a pair of brown hairstreaks 

had been seen near to the barn. Never having seen this elusive butterfly 

before, we hurried to the spot hoping to catch sight of this rarity.  

We found several people eagerly photographing or viewing the pair mating 

at the top of a hazel tree. This was unusual in itself we learned as they 

normally mate on ash trees. As butterfly spotting novices we weren’t initially 
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sure of what we were looking for or where to find them. Tom and his party 

were very welcoming and kindly shared their knowledge about the lifecycle 

and habits of this beautiful butterfly. They quickly helped us to locate the 

pair who appeared to be quite content to spend a good couple of hours in 

full view of the party as their chosen perch swayed in the breeze. We 

thoroughly enjoyed our visit and I even managed to capture a few (not very 

good) shots of them with my “point and shoot” camera. 

Pam McInnes 

A story  of two fortunes on the Sefton Coast. 

The Liverpool World Museum entomology library contains much past moth 

information which when added to our Lancashire Moth Group records, 

particularly those of recent years, show very changing fortunes for two 

Sefton Coast moths, Belted Beauty  (Lycia zonaria) and Lyme Grass 

(Chortodes elymi). 

Both require  a coastal situation but also exist very near the edge of what is 

possible and what is not possible for their survival. Lyme Grass, the plant 

for Lyme Grass the moth, is its larval food plant and is amongst the earliest 

coastal colonisers and along with Marram Grass and Sea-couch Grass are 

regularly inundated with new blown sand and salt sea spray. The larvae of 

Belted Beauty on the original Crosby sand dunes would have eaten 

Common Bird's-foot trefoil, Kidney Vetch and some Clovers. 

Belted Beauty, Lycia zonaria. 

Richard South, Moths of the British Isles 1946. “Locally common on sand 

hills, on the coast of Cheshire, Flintshire and Carnarvon.  Wallasey is a noted 

locality. The earliest British specimen was taken in 1832 at Wallesey. Occurs 

on the Lancashire coast near  Liverpool and Blackpool districts”. 

1891 Entomologist's records, vol. 2, page 180. “Belted Beauty has turned up 

again in good numbers at Crosby. It is almost impossible to walk on the 

sand hills without treading on them.” The following year it reported “Belted 
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Beauty occurs in 100s at Crosby, more than have ever been seen before and 

similar numbers at Wallesey”. 

The last record was a single seen at Crosby in 1948. So what happened to 

the site? The sand dunes were levelled off completely and turfed over to 

create a walking area just inland of the “Iron Men” at Crosby. A protective 

sea wall and promenade was built so the dunes were totally destroyed and 

with it the went the moth. 

Lyme Grass Longalatedes elymi. 

Richard South, Moths of the British Isles 1946. “Not recorded until 1861. 

Known to occur from Norfolk to Durham” Also noted as occurring on the 

Forfarshire coast of Scotland. 2015 British Moths,  C Manley. “In coastal 

sand dunes and salt marshes from Suffolk northwards and at Camber 

Sands , Sussex.” 

In 2010 a single turned up in Crosby. In 2012 and 2013 it was recorded at 

Altcar, Formby in singles  and Ainsdale Green Beach in small numbers. Last 

year, 2016, John  Dempsey of Sefton Council showed me photos of a 

“Wainscot” he wasn't sure of, these were four Lyme Grass moths. At 

Formby National Trust, MOD Altcar and again on the Green Beach small 

numbers came to light. But a session with John Girdley and myself with 

three traps near the Ainsdale Discovery Centre, Southport we recorded 20 

plus. Two nights later Simon Tobin and myself recorded 29 between 9.30pm 

and 11.30  pm. One of the big issues of light trapping for Lyme Grass is 

getting generators and MV traps onto the foreshore. Sand dunes are hard 

enough to walk over but at night with heavy equipment it's almost 

impossible! 

The loss of Belted Beauty was understandable, human requirements forced 

it to fail. But like King Canute who  failed to stop the tide, so Crosby Council 

are failing to stop new dune formation against the promenade and if the 

small Wallesey Belted Beauty colony can cross the Mersey …...? For Lyme 

Grass, on the other hand, I cannot easily see how it jumped from the East 

Coast to the Sefton Coast on the West. 

Richard Walker. VC59. 
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BROWN HAIRSTREAK IN NORTH LANCASHIRE 

Many who visit North Lancashire will be aware that Brown Hairstreak has 

been recorded in and near to Gait Barrow NNR over the last few years. This 

has generated interest and discussion and has raised a number of 

questions. 

HOW DID BROWN HAIRSTREAK GET THERE? 

The short answer is that we do not know. There are records of BH being 

seen in the ‘Silverdale Area’ from the 1920’s and ‘30’s however the first 

recent sighting dates to 2011 when BH was seen in Coldwell Parrock. There 

is unconfirmed anecdotal evidence that they were seen in the area ‘long 

before 2011’ however despite its elusive nature with so many excellent 

local recorders it would not be unreasonable to expect earlier confirmed 

sightings. 

Some have suggested that this elusive and largely arboreal butterfly is so 

easily overlooked or mistaken for the widespread Purple Hairstreak that it 

could have been ever present. Certainly Blackthorn [the caterpillars’ key 

food plant] is widespread but a more likely explanation is that eggs were 

inadvertently brought in by local landowners when Blackthorn from 

nurseries outside the area was planted in the vicinity. This type of 

inadvertent translocation has happened before.....eg when Essex Skipper 

eggs arrived in Scotland in cattle feed. Again we cannot prove that this was 

the source of BH appearance and for many [including the author!] the most 

likely explanation is unofficial release. 

Each year butterflies and moths....usually in adult stage or late caterpillar 

instar stage... are released into the wild from captivity. Many are released 

by individuals who have bred butterflies and for well intentioned reasons 

have released these into their local country side. Most are common and 

widespread species that are easily available to obtain or buy from internet 

sites. The problem is that casual releases, even of widespread species, can 

confuse existing conservation effort and the recording of natural range and 

trends. BC’s policy states that all releases should be properly planned, 

authorised by all parties concerned and undertaken through environmental 
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organisations that have a record of success.  In the North West examples of 

such schemes include the excellent Lancashire Wildlife Trust Large Heath 

introduction to their Heysham LWT reserve and the joint NE/BC led Marsh 

Fritillary reintroduction to sites in North Cumbria. [This project has been so 

successful that MF has recently extended their range without intervention.] 

Another BC example is the translocation of Small Blue which were saved 

from development near Workington railway station and released at 

Ormsgill Slag Banks near Barrow.   

 Some companies specialise in ‘wedding releases’ or ‘event releases’ of 

Peacock, Painted lady and other butterflies. Even if commercially bread for 

release this still causes difficulty [not least as recorders take pride in the 

collection of accurate and relevant distribution and abundance data.] So 

much of what BC does with regard to planning, conservation and fund 

raising is science based and dependant on credible data. This issue takes on 

an additional dimension when rare and specialist species are released. 

Without detailed knowledge of required habitat and land ownership/

management most such releases have little chance of survival. Fifteen years 

ago Grizzled Skipper were released at Gait Barrows. We have historic 

records of Grizzled Skipper from the Morecambe Bay area pre-1940’s but 

conditions change and sites in the north-west no longer appear to meet 

their specialist requirements over a period of years without significant 

management intervention. A small colony of GS struggled on for five years 

but with volunteers already engaged in helping other rare butterflies that 

have survived for many generations it would not be right to dilute or 

compromise ongoing and excellent conservation work. If Grizzled Skipper 

[or Brown Hairstreak] were taken from a small colony such that the ‘donor’ 

site was compromised then both sites could fail. 

Brown hairstreak distribution is local and almost entirely based in the 

South, South-Midlands, and South-Wales....the nearest colonies are in east 

Worcestershire some 150 miles away. Brown Hairstreak is not a fully 

protected species however it is illegal to take BH from a SSSI or to release 

onto a SSSI [only our five most threatened native butterflies have full legal 

protection] However if Brown Hairstreak have been deliberately taken from 
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any location and released into North Lancashire then these actions cannot 

be supported or condoned by BC nationally or locally. 

NOW THAT BROWN HAIRSTREAK ARE PRESENT IN THE ‘SILVERDALE AREA’ 

WHAT IS HAPPENING NOW? 

We cannot turn the clock back.....a small but relatively widespread colony of 

BH have maintained a presence in Lancashire for at least five years. We do 

not know if they will be able to survive....or indeed to thrive. Their presence 

has generated much interest with many members asking to be shown 

where the best sites are to see adults or eggs. [The butterfly is best 

monitored by winter egg counts] Rather than an uncoordinated search 

without consultation with landowners and managers Tom Dunbar has taken 

time to organise adult and egg recording trips to key areas. In 

correspondence and in the field Tom has stressed that by coordinating this 

he or the Lancashire Branch of BC do not condone what could well have 

been an ill-considered release of a ‘vulnerable’ species of butterfly. As a 

result data has been collected on distribution, abundance and life-cycle and 

many unforeseen positives have emerged.  

 Experienced recorders have been able to pass on skills to a number of new 

and enthusiastic recorders....some have taken to recording for the first 

time. There has been a welcome boost of interest in wanting to find out 

about all stages of a butterflies life cycle and how each species has its own 

unique pattern of behaviour. In particular there has been increased interest 

in studying all our [under-recorded] arboreal species with more people 

looking for [and finding] colonies of White letter hairstreak and Purple 

hairstreak than ever before. I have almost lost count of the number of ‘new’ 

colonies and sightings recorded in the last two years. Finally at a time of 

climate change detailed and accurate data on how a vulnerable butterfly 

fares over a period of time in a location far away from its existing range 

could prove very helpful to our understanding.  

ARE THERE ANY CONCERNS? 

Yes....it is important that we continue to repeat our view that any butterfly 

or moth release should be properly planned through an established 
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environmental organisation ...ideally by, or with the support of, Butterfly 

Conservation. Equally we should always maintain ‘good science’, valid data 

and the need to establish risk to both donor and recipient sites. We must 

be clear that Brown Hairstreak have not dramatically extended their range 

by 150 miles without human intervention [be it inadvertent or by ill-advised 

design]....if this is not clear we do run the risk of being seen to condone 

poor practice.     Chris Winnick 

Editors note:  Chris has consulted with colleagues for advice in the writing 

of this article but if you wish to download information from BC on 

introductions/reintroductions use http://butterfly-conservation.org/files/bc

-policy_introductions-re-introductions_2010.pdf  

   

National moth nights 12th-14th October 2017 

The theme this autumn is all about ivy blossom and the moths which can be 

found feeding there as soon as darkness falls on the nights of 12th and `13th 

and 14th..  Therefore you don’t have to be a “hard core” moth trapper with 

MVs scattered all over the countryside (like myself) to take part in this 

year’s National Moth Nights.   

Spend the next few weeks locating any ivy blossom in a location which can 

be safely accessed just after dark.   Often this might be close to human 

habitation, including a boundary wall, so ask permission beforehand, 

especially from the Dobermann!  You may find the owners interested in 

joining you and allowing you to check their side of the boundary.  Obviously 

a few ‘trial runs’ can be made in the next few weeks, especially in relation 

to ground conditions and making sure you are not choosing a site near a 

huge wasps nest, which can be very active in mid-October, as they will also 

be present on the ivy bloom after dark and may head for your torchlight 

 

Full article available on the website - it arrived after the newsletter layout was 

done.  
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Pruning Buddleias in Preston 

Each year, in late winter to early Spring, my wife and I wander round the 
garden cutting the buddleias back hard with a view to maximising flowering 
for the visiting butterflies in the mid- to late summer. We have five bushes 
that are well suited for the purpose as they are in sun at varying times of 
the day and most are also visible from the our windows. 

A few years ago we started staggering the trimming time, generally given as 
March in gardening books, and now start at the end of February, weather 
permitting. Each successive bush is cut about two weeks or so later than the 
last, the final one (our biggest and closest to the house) receiving its prune 
in mid- to late April. It can take the later trimmed bushes quite some time 
to get going, particularly if the weather is rather cold, but eventually the 
grey-green shoots start bursting out from the stems and by summer the 
flowers are forming. 

Once the first flowers open it can take a little time for the first butterflies to 
appear and in previous years it has not been unknown for the flowers to be 
almost over by the time the butterfly summer kicks in. This year we decided 
to keep a daily log of species and their maximum numbers in the garden 
generally and more specifically those attracted to and feeding on the 
buddleia. 

Overwintering adults of the common species had appeared in small 
numbers in spring and Red Admiral made their first appearance in May, 
presumably as migrants. How did their larvae fare in this very dry May? It 
didn’t take long for that question to be answered as good numbers of 
Peacock and Red Admiral were soon present and lesser numbers of Comma. 
Small Tortoiseshell appears to be having a less successful year. 

Comma   5th July to 30th August;  Max 4 on 17th July and 14th 
    August 

Painted Lady  1st August to 28th August; Max 3 on six dates  
    through August 

Peacock   13th July to 29th August;  Max 30 on 14th August 

Red Admiral   29th June to 31st August;  Max 44 on 27th August 

Small Tortoiseshell  8th July to 31st August;  Max 6 on 28th and 30th  
    August 
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Other visitors to the buddleia this summer have included a Humming-bird 
Hawk Moth on two occasions, several Silver Y moths, and a fine assortment 
of hoverflies. On one morning we had a Chiff-chaff that spent about 15 
minutes chasing the flies around the largest of the bushes but it showed no 
interest in feeding on the butterflies. 

The highlight of our butterfly year so far though does not relate to a visitor 
to the butterfly-bush. Several years ago we planted an alder buckthorn with 
a view to attract a Brimstone butterfly. This is a surprisingly uncommon 
species in the Preston area but finally we had a visit from a female who 
spent time laying about 20 eggs on the buckthorn. Caterpillars were seen 
but we didn’t find a single pupa or see a single summer Brimstone.  

The season (and our big buddleia) is not over yet but by late September 
attention will transfer to the flowering ivy in the front hedge. It is at such 
times that Red Admirals can usually be seen in good numbers. We await this 
autumn with interest. 

Stephen and Carolyn Palmer 

 

White-letter Hairstreak – Brockholes Nature Reserve 

Boilton Wood and Redscar Wood lie on the northern boundary of 

Brockholes reserve, and are reported to be part of the longest linear 

woodland in the county. There are historic references to WLH populations 

in these woods and the surrounding area, but it appears that little is known 

of the current numbers and distribution. Casual sightings of WLH have been 

recorded for the area for a number of years, particularly following the 

cessation of quarrying at Brockholes and acquisition of the site by Lancs 

Wildlife Trust. Earlier this year, the Trust asked me (an enthusiastic 

amateur) to set up a survey of WLH to cover the woodland area that fringes 

the boundary of Brockholes in an effort to increase knowledge of the 

butterfly’s population and distribution on the reserve.  

There are a large number of elms in the northern vicinity of the reserve, but 

in this first year of the survey just seven elms were targeted (named elm A 

– G for easy reference), all easily accessible from public areas, with five of 
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them south facing and relatively sheltered and a further two within Boilton 

Wood itself, where previous sightings have been reported. 

The reserve is very well covered by a number of enthusiasts and 
photographers who regularly report invertebrate sightings on social media 
and it took little encouragement to set up a rota of 7 volunteers to take part 
in a more formal survey. Guidelines on identification, flight characteristics 
and feeding habits were provided, together with basic instructions on how 
to record. All the volunteers are familiar with the species.  

In order to build consistency into the survey, the UKBMS method has been 
adapted and simplified and includes timed, regular visits whenever the 
conditions allow. Depending on the availability of the volunteers, at certain 
times during the survey period the visit frequency in favourable weather 
was almost daily.  

In recent years, the flight dates and total number of casual records for WLH 
on the reserve is  

09/07/2013 to 07/08/2013   20 

29/06/2014 to 08/08/2014     8 

09/07/2015 to 13/08/2015   11  

21/06/2016 to 27/07/2016     6 

The survey started on 17th June and ended on 19th Aug (10 weeks) to cover 
the whole potential flight period. 

The number recorded during the 2017 survey period, including casual 

records, reached a creditable 60. The actual number from the survey is 27, 
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with the remaining 33 records down to casual sightings. The rise in casual 

records is, I believe, due to the survey creating an increased awareness of 

the WLH amongst the recorders and reserve staff. There was also 

noticeable interest from the general public visiting the reserve as in “why 

are you staring at that tree?” and I know that some new visitors came out of 

their way to see the hairstreak, and left with photos and possibly a new 

interest in butterflies.   

With such intense observation, there is bound to be a proportion of double-

counted records for individual butterflies and I have filtered out those 

records where this is likely to have occurred. 

The earliest sighting was 20th June, and the last on 25th July with a maximum 

count of 6. Many of the records came with photo confirmation and I am 

confident that all records are correctly identified WLH. The butterfly was 

seen on bramble, thistle and ragwort as well as oak and elm.  

Prior to the survey, WLH were regularly seen feeding beneath elms at low-

level mainly on bramble and thistle, but the survey team were now asked to 

watch for the butterfly on the whole tree, from low lying branches right up 

to the crown. Sure enough, there were numerous sightings at various levels 

and I managed to create a slow-motion film of spiralling clashes on the top 

of an elm.  

Of the 7 targeted elm, there are definite sightings at 5 and two unconfirmed 

records at a very well located 6th. Only one elm failed to produce any 

records. WLH have also been seen at the western edge of Boilton Wood 

approx. 200m from the M6, although the elms from where they originate 

have not yet been found. It is planned to extend the survey to this area next 

year.  

Included in the survey are two elms that are completely enclosed within 

Boilton Wood. Small numbers of nectaring WLH have been previously 

reported from below these trees even though parts of them are in 

permanent shade. Elm in a similar environment will be targeted in future. 

There are records of WLH in other parts of Boilton and Redscar, and woods 

further up the river Ribble, which indicates that other colonies are waiting 
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to be discovered/rediscovered. 

The results have confirmed that the reserve population, as it is know so far, 

is mainly concentrated around two closely positioned elms that share a 

common nectar source (C/D on the map). This ‘hairstreak bush’, as it is 

known by everyone, is probably the most intensively watched site for 

invertebrates on the reserve, and is a magnet for photographers because in 

good weather, close-up, low-level sightings of WLH are almost guaranteed.  

The next stage is to organise a WLH egg search in the winter months to 

cover elms already known to have populations and other elms with 

potential. If any are found, and none have up to date, then the results will 

help to plan for next year’s survey. There are still a large numbers of elms to 

be checked, and it is hoped that the survey will extend to include these in 

coming years. 

My thanks to everyone involved. 

Phil Larkin 

 

And from the South of the Region... 

...Emergence of butterfly activity in Greater Manchester! 

Most of our regional activity rightly focusses on the hotspots around 

Silverdale and our reserve at Myers Allotment. However our group has 

many members in the more populous areas to the south of the region and 

particularly around Greater Manchester. When I joined Butterfly 

Conservation about 6 years ago, I was surprised to discover there was next 

to no activity local to me in Greater Manchester, and having picked up a bit 

over the last 5 years, resolved at least years AGM to do something about 

this.  

Greater Manchester doesn't boast the exotic rare Fritillaries and Dukes 

available to us in the north of the region, but has a number of post-

industrial and near-wild sites that offer good butterfly habitat. More 
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importantly it has a population of nearly 2.5 million, many of whom have 

never encountered a butterfly any more exotic than a “cabbage white”. If 

we are to reverse the decline in butterfly numbers driven by habitat loss, 

damaging land use, and human-driven climate change, it is these citizens 

with whom we need to engage, to help them appreciate more the beauty 

of butterflies, moths and nature in general, but also the important wider 

impacts of the work being to conserve them. 

With a bit of prior knowledge and the assistance of two friends Dr Luke 

Blazejewski (@natureinSalford) and Virginia Harvey, I planned a 

programme of four walks across the summer. The aim was to catch some of 

the waves of species emerging at different locations around GM, promote 

the walks locally to involve people who had not been involved or 

particularly interested in butterflies previously, and ensure all walks could 

be reached by public transport, and were disabled accessible. 

 

20th May 2017 - St Werburgh's Road and Fallowfield Loop, Chorlton, 

Manchester. 

A walk along the Fallowfield Loop cycle route (a former Victorian railway 

line) and Metrolink tram route. The walk started really promisingly, with 12 

attendees, about half of whom had never been involved in an activity like 

this before. With sunny/cloudy weather, we quickly found a group of 

mating Common Blues which were happy to pose for photographs, and a 

colony of Six-Spot Burnets seeing caterpillars, completed pupae and 

actually watching chrysalis construction, but only 30 minutes into the walk, 

a sudden downpour stopped play, and after 15 minutes sheltering under a 

bridge, had to call it a day prematurely in heavy rain. A positive start but a 

disappointing finish. 

 

10th June - Salford and the Irwell Valley   

This was a walk through Salford Meadow – a wildflower meadow in a loop 

of the meandering river Irwell, in the heart of urban Salford, and then along 
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the banks of the Irwell itself. Heavily industrialised and canalised since 

Victorian times, the river was so polluted in the 1960's that it used to 

regularly catch fire, but water quality is now hugely improved, and the 

meadow and river are a green lung and vital nature habitat in the heart of 

the cities of Manchester and Salford.  

As the day dawned, once again the weather was overcast, threatening, and 

very windy, but this time we were luckier, with every burst of sunshine 

encouraging insects to rise. Our group of 10 saw individual whites, a Small 

Tortoisehell, a Six-Spot Burnet, and a Common Blue and, unusually for this 

urban riverside location; a Meadow Brown – my first of the year, as well as 

damselflies and dragonflies. Whilst on a sunnier and less blustery day we 

would have seen far more, the group of attendees were all interested and 

enjoyed themselves.  

 

20th August - Stretford and Urmston Meadows 

This is a couple of square kilometre area of post industrial and former 

landfill land, bordered by the Bridgewater Canal, the M60 Motorway and 

extensive housing estates,  which has returned to wild grassland.  

As the day dawned 

dry, sunny and 

warm, I approached 

this walk with more 

optimism. 

However, a 

reconnaissance 

walk a few days 

earlier had revealed 

an unexpected 

challenge. I had 

planned both this 

walk, and a repeat 

walk at the same Group at Stretford Meadows; Luke Blazejewski 
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location scheduled for 2 weeks 

later, to bracket the period 

when, in previous years, I had 

counted 100+ Meadow Browns 

and Gatekeepers at this 

location. However this year the 

majority of nectar plants had 

flowered and gone to seed so 

early, that we had already 

missed the peak. Our group of 

8 spotted reasonable numbers 

of Speckled Wood in the 

woodland section, and 

individual Red Admiral, Gatekeepers, Meadow Brown and Whites in the 

grassland, but whilst once again, the group enjoyed themselves, and had an 

enjoyable walk, butterfly 

numbers were far down 

on what we had expected. 

As a result, after further 

reconnaissance a week 

later, we cancelled the 

final scheduled walk in 

September as almost 

nothing was left flying. 

So what have we learned? 

Firstly it was good to have 

some butterfly walks in Greater 

Manchester again. Promoting them revealed a well of hidden interest and 

enthusiasm in the area. Rather than BC stalwarts, the walking groups were 

predominantly made up of different groups of local citizens, and the 

majority on all three walks were simply local people who knew nothing at 

all about butterflies prior, but were interested enough to come out for a 

walk. Whilst we “experts” were disappointed that they didn't see more, the 

Gatekeeper; Janet Turnbull 

Speckled Wood; Janet Turnbull 
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attendees didn't have the same expectations, and so were very happy that 

they had seen interesting things, and learned something new. Interestingly, 

almost all attendees found out about the walks through our informal 

promotion on social media; predominantly Facebook, only going to the BC 

events webpage afterwards to get the walk details. 

So what next? 

We are already discussing a programme of walks next year, involving new 

locations, and a more flexible approach to the exact dates for each walk, to 

help us cope with the vagaries of local weather and unpredictable 

seasonality. However to help us fill the long dark winter months with some 

butterfly related colour, I'm also planning a couple of informal social events 

for BC group members in Greater Manchester across the winter, including )

hopefully!) an organised visit to Manchester Museum for a look behind the 

scenes at its collection of historic lepidoptera. Email me 

(dave@ridgewalk.co.uk) if you would like to know more.  

Roll on next year !  

Dave Coleman 

mailto:dave@ridgewalk.co.uk
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Report of a visit to Warton Crags, 23 May 2017.  

Chris Winnick and nine members of the Kendal Natural History Society met at 
Warton Quarry, joining about twenty-five members of Butterfly Conservation. A 
bright sunny day with a light breeze gave us a good chance of seeing butterflies. 

Chris led us first to a large south-facing bank and explained how the habitat there 
suits Pearl bordered fritillaries.He introduced us to Liz Atkinson,a research student 
from Lancaster University, who explained the population studies she is working on. 
Catching both Pearl and Small Pearl-bordered fritillaries she showed us how she 
marks butterfly hind wings using a code that allows individuals to be identified. 
Their location is noted and upon recapture  she records distance travelled and 
longevity.    

Liz marking the wings of a Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary, and the specimen after 
marking. 

We then walked up and around the site, noting other butterflies, day-flying moths 
and the limestone grassland flora. May blossom and gorse in full bloom made a 
colourful foreground, while the view 
on such a clear day was extensive. 
Some violets were still in flower and 
many other patches of violet leaves 
were noted because violet is the sole 
foodplant of the Pearl-bordered 
Fritillary caterpillars. 

At the far side of the site, we came 
upon another Lancaster student who 
is working on the breeding 
requirements of the Fritillaries, 
examining the micro-climates and 

View from the Crag 
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Your email address 

Is your email up to date with Butterfly Conservation 

Butterfly Conservation Head Office maintains a secure database of 
members’ email addresses. This includes the email address you registered 

when you first joined BC.  

Please ensure yours is up to date to avoid missing out on important 
branch communications. 

Contact 01929 406015 Email: membership@butterfly-conservation.org 

to register any updates 

positions of the points chosen for egg-laying. 

With 13 species of butterflies, several day-flying moths, an interesting beetle and a 
slow-worm seen by some of the party, it was agreed that we had had a very good 
day.  

The species seen included.. 

BUTTERFLIES: Brimstone, Comma, Common Blue, Dingy Skipper, Green-veined 
White, Holly Blue,     Large White, Orange Tip, Pearl-bordered fritillary, Small Heath, 
Small-Pearl bordered fritillary,  

Speckled Wood, Wall Brown. 

MOTHS: Chimney Sweeper, Silver Y, Speckled Yellow, 

OTHER INSECTS: Bee-fly, Black-spotted Pliers Support Beetle, Mining Bee, White-
tailed B’bee. 

Speckled Yellow moth Longhorn beetle 

mailto:membership@butterfly-conservation.org
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