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 MESSAGE FROM OUR BRANCH CHAIRMAN........ 

Welcome to our Spring newsletter and to Butterfly Conservation’s 50th Anniversary. 

BC membership is now over 34,000 making it the largest and best supported 

butterfly conservation movement worldwide. If you have a friend who may wish to 

join contact Head Office at Manor Yard on 01929 400209 and ask if they have a free 

or half price membership offer available! I know they are doing their best to make 

new membership as inviting as possible and it would be a remarkable achievement 

to get close to 40,000 members by the end of this anniversary year. Recently I 

acquired some very early BC ‘Butterfly Magazines’....in those days little more than 

sheets of paper....for part one of an article on ‘The History of BC through its 

‘Butterfly Magazine’ see later.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

I thought winter had finally past but as I write this on Easter Day another bout of 

snow is forecast for tomorrow. Most of our butterflies benefit from a cold and frosty 

Winter.....it may seem counter-intuitive but a ‘proper old-fashioned winter’ can 

reduce predation, rot, disease and fungal attack. However the ‘jury is out’ on this 

year as some of the butterflies that came out of hibernation in early March will have 

perished. Equally those that hibernated as caterpillars should now be eating causing 

delay, a mis-match in food availability and confusion with dates and timescales. We 

can just turn up the central heating!                                                                                  

Readers will know that I am also chairman of Cumbria BC and came to Lancashire as 

acting chair for one year. Now nearly four years later and due to unforeseen 

circumstance I will stand down as chairman and branch organiser from our 

Members Day and AGM on Saturday 7th July at Ainsdale NNR. [Details later in this 

issue] Fellow committee member Alex Parsons is also looking to hand his duties over 

to others as he is moving to Devon. Alex has been a wonderful Membership 

Secretary, Moth Officer and Web-master and will be greatly missed by all...we wish 

him every success in Devon....a county almost as beautiful as Lancashire! These are 

significant changes so please consider how you may be able to help. More of this in 

a later article however I must take this opportunity to welcome Jane Jones as the 

new branch secretary. Jane is already making a fantastic contribution by handling 

orders for Brian Hancock’s ‘Pug Moth’ book [see later] and I am very pleased that 

Jane introduces herself properly in this issue. ‘Welcome Jane’.                                                                                                    

We are very proud of our expanded programme of Summer events for members 

and their friends. Later we detail a wide range of guided walks that cover most parts 

of Lancashire. We would love you to come to as many as possible and in particular 

to our Members day at Ainsdale. This event will include the opening of moth traps 
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Your email address 

Is your email up to date with Butterfly Conservation 

Butterfly Conservation Head Office maintains a secure database of 
members’ email addresses. This includes the email address you registered 

when you first joined BC.  

Please ensure yours is up to date to avoid missing out on important 
branch communications. 

Contact 01929 406015 Email: membership@butterfly-conservation.org 

to register any updates 

with opportunity for photographs, illustrated presentations, a brief AGM and 

chance to meet the committee and a guided walk in this wonderful nature reserve. 

See programme details to follow.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

You may have seen our web-site or received a dotmailer message advertising a new 

book written by our branch member Brian Hancock on the ‘Pug Moths of the North-

West’. This is a super book for all moth lovers and has already received national 

acclaim. See later for a book review and how you can buy a copy at a branch 

discount.                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

Finally if a new branch chair can be found by our member’s day this will be my last 

message. It has been an absolute privilege to have been chairman/branch organiser 

of such a fantastic branch of BC. Membership continues to rise, our wonderful 

Myers Allotment managed by Dave Wrigley and his team of volunteers has been 

transformed, Dave Coleman, Zoe Foster, Jane Jones, Gemma McMullan and Chris 

Atherton have joined the  committee [with others considering how they can best 

help] and we have a great web-site, butterfly sittings facility and thanks to Laura 

Sivell an excellent newsletter and annual report. I have made many friends in 

Lancashire and look forward to meeting many of you on our field trips.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

Best wishes for the future, Chris Winnick.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

mailto:membership@butterfly-conservation.org


4 

BRANCH COMMITTEE MEMBERSHIP: WE NEED YOUR HELP. 

Further to the dotmailer message sent out to members in March this is a 

further request for your support.                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

Alex Parsons is moving to Devon and will need to pass on his committee 

duties as Membership Secretary, Moth Officer and Web-master. He has 

done a remarkable job with all three posts but he is the first to recognise 

that these posts can be split back into three separate responsibilities. In 

brief Alex has summarised these tasks as follows..........      

                                                                                                                                           

[1]MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY. 

Prime job is to welcome new members. I have a standard welcome letter 

which I send. I receive membership updates from H.O. monthly. Typically 5-

max 20 new members at any one time. I print the appropriate number of 

letters, sign them and then use the address info in the update to print 

envelopes (I have a standard Word mailing task set up for this, so can pass 

all this on.) 

 Typically 30 minutes at the computer, once a month.   That is the minimum 

required. I have also been updating a branch copy of the full membership 

list with these details as well. As I said at the meeting, I do not think this is 

necessary any more. We should ask HO for a new master list every month 

too, if we still think we need to keep it. 

 [2] MOTH OFFICER. 

Basically act as a communications route between the branch and the 

county moth recorders. Primarily Pete Marsh, John Girdley and Richard 

Walker. 

 Basic tasks that come up are, typically: 

    - Pass on and chase requests for articles/inputs for newsletter/recording 

report 

   - Pass on any new info that would be useful to the other parties 

   - Pass on and chase requests to run field trips or other events. 
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   - Manage the renewal of the Mapmate subscription for the active moth 

   recorders. BC branch has kindly been agreeing to fund this for the past 

few years. If they continue to agree then this needs administering, 

although I could probably find someone else to do the renewal admin, 

leaving moth officer to just ask if BC will still fund this each year, kick the 

ball off  with the administrator and claim the cost back. 

 Overall, very little time spent, just a few minutes at a time when actions 

come up. The Mapmate renewal takes a few hours each year, but see 

comment above about getting someone else to perform. 

 

 [3]WEB-MASTER. 

Manage the branch website, using BC's website manager, CMS.   This is a 

high level plain English like manager. If you can use Microsoft Word, you 

can use this. Some of the operations are a bit slow, but there is nothing 

difficult to do. There is also plenty of support from HO if you get stuck. 

Now the website is up and running, the job consists of occasional updates, 

such as me disappearing from the committee, uploading the twice yearly 

newsletters and the recording report, adding occasional news items and 

adding the events calendar. 

Yearly the events calendar is probably the most work because it all 

happens at one time, but very simple. The events modules work really well, 

basically involving copy and paste of the information the event organiser 

will have provided you. The system does everything you need to provide 

maps, contact info etc. 

 Overall probably no more than half an hour a month on average. 

All a piece of cake as long as you don't let the computer know your 

scared... they can smell fear you know. 

 

[4] DOTMAILER 

This really goes with webmaster, but could be separate if required. 

Dotmailer is the tool BC use to produce professional, fully formatted e-

mails to members. We tend to produce one every two to three months on 
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average. Again, the tool is excellent, easy to use and high level so it is just 

like using Word or similar. I have already created a nice template so that 

every mailer looks similar. 

Creating a new mailer is just a question of copying the old one and replacing 

old text with new text. The text of course provided to you by others, and 

maybe adding a different photo from the galleries available.. 

You then just choose the mailing list, which is managed and updated by HO. 

Usually just a question of ticking 'LA Branch Members segment' 

Typically half an hour every couple of months. 

  

If any of you would like to consider any of the above, I will be happy to help 

you get started, although probably via phone calls from Devon rather than 

face to face. 

  

 

Alex remains in post for now and will be happy to help assist those who 

come forward but we really do need volunteers from our membership to 

offer to help. Please contact Alex directly if you would like to discuss further 

details of what is involved and how you could help. It would mean coming to 

three committee meetings per year but almost all of the work described can 

be done from home and from a computer.                                                                                                       

In addition I expect to stand down as CHAIRMAN and BRANCH ORGANISER 

at our MEMBER’S DAY/AGM at AINSDALE NNR on Saturday 7th July. I am still 

chair of Cumbria BC and came to support Lancashire BC as acting chair for 

one year! Again this post can easily be split into two.....with someone 

chairing our three committee meetings and someone else co-ordinating 

events and activities. This need not include summer field-trips as Tom 

Dunbar is an experienced field-trip co-ordinator. Like Alex I would be very 

happy to help new committee members settle into these posts......if it 

proves difficult for someone to take up one of these two roles until a later 

date i would be prepared to continue until the summer of 2019. No one 

wishes to see our wonderful branch of BC slip back after all the fantastic 
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progress we have made. However we NEED YOUR SUPPORT to make this 

work. Please contact me for further details on how you can get more 

involved in the above.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

I am delighted to say that all other committee members are happy to 

remain in post but new members are always welcome.....if you do not feel 

ready to take on a specific responsibility you would still be welcome as an 

observer or as a committee member without an additional duty.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

NOW THE GOOD NEWS!......                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

JANE JONES recently joined our committee and indicated that she would be 

willing to process the sales of Brian Hancock’s new book on The Pug Moths 

of the North West to Lancashire and Cumbria BC members. Even better 

Jane has now agreed to be our new Secretary. [a vacant post that had been 

shared by the committee] ‘Welcome Jane’ we are delighted to have you on 

board........over to Jane. 

I have always had an interest in nature, dabbling in bird-watching,  

however finding the LBJ’s (Little Brown Jobs!) just too frustrating,  

thought to look elsewhere for ‘my fix’. In July of 2016 I duly departed  

with my husband in-tow to the Dolomites in Italy on a Naturetrek  

Butterfly and Moth holiday, 10%of the cost of the holiday is donated to  

BC and I also got my first year’s membership as a bonus from  

Naturetrek., so introducing me to BC. The wealth of butterflies and  

moths we saw over the week truly inspired me to take this further at  

home. The butterflies in this corner of Lancashire not being as  

numerous or as varied as we saw in Italy led me to pursue moths more  

closely, these being a sub-set of the Lepidoptera. Last May however, I  

joined one of BC Lancashire branch field-trips on a walk along Langden  

Brook in the Forest of Bowland AONB in search of Emperor Moths, where I  

got chatting to Chris Winnick, Tom Dunbar and David Wainwright amongst  

others. Having expressed an interest in maybe helping on the committee  

I was encouraged to go along and a few meetings down-the-road I am now  

looking forward to taking up the position of Branch Secretary. This  

will enable and encourage me to get to know so many more of you, our  
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local members, and I am looking forward to getting involved in some of  

the conservation projects around the county. 

Jane Jones 

 

 MORE GOOD NEWS!.......                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

At our last committee meeting [we usually meet at the Fielden Arms PH at 

Mellor Brook near Blackburn] we were delighted to welcome two NEW 

MEMBERS in GEMMA McMULLAN and CHRIS ATHERTON who both come 

from the Accrington area. They attended the Lancashire Conference in 

March 2017 and have now secured funding for what should be a wonderful 

Wildlife and Butterfly Country Park. [See details of this in this newsletter] 

We were also delighted to have BARBARA CROOKS and KATE HARINSON as 

very welcome observers at our last meeting.....to see what goes on and to 

consider whether to also join at a future date.  This is a very positive start 

but we still need volunteers from our membership to come forward to join 

us and take on the posts that are now available. Ideally this would be 

confirmed as part of the AGM on our Member’s Day at Ainsdale but either 

way WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU!                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

Best wishes, Chris Winnick.                                                                                                                                                        

                    

I am sure you have noticed how the Wildlife Trust, RSPB, Woodland Trust and other 

environmental charities have spent more time asking their members to consider 

leaving them a legacy. This is for a good reason: there is more work to do than ever 

but government support has been cut. [The recent joint sponsored report on the 

state of species in the UK revealed the drastic UK wide decline in our flora  and 

fauna.] 

To help bridge what would be a growing funding gap between what is needed and 

what is possible legacies can make a real difference. If you would like to help or 

need more information please look at the National BC web-site, ask Head Office in 

Dorset to post you their legacy leaflet or ring and they  would be very happy to 

discuss this with you.                                                                                  Chris Winnick                                                                                                                      
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Large Heath Butterfly – inspiration comes easy? 

 

 

 

 

 

My Large Heath Sightings       

  

Site     Gridref Number Date 

Lancashire       

Goodber Common Summersgill SD640638 7 06-Jul-17 

Goodber Common   SD638638 2 26-Jun-17 

Winmarleigh Moss   SD445478 23 17-Jun-17 

Heysham Moss   SD423609 14 09-Jun-17 

Heysham Moss   SD423603 4 08-Jun-17 

Goodber Common   SD638638 11 26-Jun-16 

Heysham Moss   SD423603 59 21-Jun-16 

Goodber Common White Moss SD638646 3 17-Jun-16 

Heysham Moss (serious fire 2017) SD423603 12 15-Jun-16 

Cumbria 

Low Hay Bridge Bouth  SD336880 2 29-Jun-15 

Foulshaw Moss   SD460833 2 28-Jun-15 

Nichols Moss    SD429830 45 29-Jun-15 

Nichols Moss    SD429830 2 12-Jun-16 

Meathop Moss   SD443815 4 08-Jun-16 

Nichols Moss    SD429830 65 22-Jun-16 

Helsington Moss   SD465891 23 22-Jun-16 

Ireland Moss    *Private site 14 24-Jun-16 
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In 2015 I decided to investigate a few of the many mosses of Cumbria and 
Lancashire for Large Heath butterfly. I hadn’t recorded the species in several 
decades and that was in Shropshire in the 1980s. 

There are numerous wonderful mosses in Lancashire worthy of exploration.  Forest 
of Bowland is a good example of an area which holds a number of Large Heath 
colonies. 

I am reliably informed that property developers’ daytime dreams are inspired by 
images based on the phrase ‘location-location-location’. Preparations for moss 
visits need to focus more on ‘wellies-wellies-wellies’ but substitution of other 
waterproof footwear might suffice. Expect a high water table – a requirement for 
Large Heath to thrive. Also keep safe – pockets of deep water will be present! 

There are several forms of Large Heath – I will leave our readers the task of 
researching that topic. But our local form is regarded by Lancastrians as the most 
attractive – why would they do otherwise? 

Can I add readers the extra burden of ‘servicing’ their wellies (or other waterproof 
footwear) in preparation for visits to some of our rich moss habitats in 2018? 
Suitable Large Heath sites can be challenging but will offer rich rewards. Are you 
inspired? 

Website Butterfly and Moth ID Tool  

Having just discovered the identification tool ‘Identify – what did you 

see’  (at the top of the Lancashire BC website) I thought I would test it out . Could 
it bring up Northern Brown Argus? 

I clicked: 

Country – England;   Size – small;    Colour – brown;   Wing markings – red spots 

Was the search successful?  Yes! 

 

 

Try it out on moth id – surely more of a challenge? 
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AN ANNERVERSARY LOOK AT BUTTERFLY CONSERVATION THROUGH 50 YEARS OF 

‘BUTTERFLY MAGAZINE’: THE EARLY YEARS. [Part one of a three part series] 

 Many of us have received BC’s ‘Butterfly Magazine’ for a long time! I have been a 

member for 30 years but recently was given a collection of early issues stretching 

back almost 50 years to issue No 2......they make fascinating reading. 

In the early years BC was ‘The British Butterfly Conservation Society’ [BBCS] and the 

‘magazine’ started as a typed foolscap ‘News Sheet’ [usually 2-3 pages] of ‘periodic’ 

occurrence. Issue No. 2 dated July 1969 is particularly revealing: It states the 

‘societies objects’ as [1] ‘To save.....all species....by conserving them in the 

wild.....or by breeding numbers in captivity and, where practicable, re-introducing 

them in natural habitats.’ [2] ‘To sponsor further scientific...research in 

conservation.....’[3] ‘To foster interest generally by educating......in problems 

concerning conservation of these butterflies’. Founding officers were President 

Peter Scott, Chairman Thomas Frankland, Secretary Robert Goodden, Technical 

Officer Robin Ford and Information Officer Andrew McCall. An appeal was launched 

for more members and for members who would be willing to become subscriptions 

secretary, news sheet editor or serve on an ‘advisory panel’ to help members rear 

butterflies for suitable release sites. Membership was £1.00 per annum [10 shillings 

for juniors] or £10.00 for life membership! 

By news sheet 3 membership had grown but funding had become an issue....’Like 

caterpillars organisations have a voracious appetite, and in order to survive need 

feeding....with funds’. Articles, book reviews and recommended field study courses 

featured and a request that if you were having trouble identifying black and brown 

hairstreak eggs you should send them to a Mr J.A.Thomas at Monks Wood 

Experimental station.                                                                                                                 

My first membership list is dated June 1970 and lists 320 members.....together with 

eleven vice-presidents that include Dr. Miriam Rothschild, l.Hugh Newman and 

Dennis Watkins-Pitchford. Ken Wilmott had become the societies ‘co-ordinator’ 

with regard to breeding and livestock release. There were eleven on the ‘Advisory 

Panel [mainly breeding, horticultural and photographic advice] and twenty-five 

‘Habitat Advisors’.....our local being Mr. M. Milne of Keswick.  

Jill Harris is now news sheet editor and in issue 5 the Large Blue and its ‘imminent 

threat of extinction’ is raised. Robert Goodden notes that many entomologists are 

prevented from doing detailed work on the species due to the need to keep ants 
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with the larvae. However he remained hopeful that his own work with French Large 

Blue would be successful. Members were invited to send in articles for print and 

increasingly news sheets reflect members interests in a wide range of topics: 

butterfly habitats in the Isle of Wight, the ‘destruction’ of woodland butterfly sites 

by the forestry commission, the breeding of Holly Blue and why it would be a good 

idea for members to ‘send in the date of their first recordings with an indication of 

numbers recorded during the season’. 

The first major change came with issue No. 9 [April 1972] with the emergence of a 

new style ‘Quarterly News’. Complete with glossy blue cover and 8 sides of A5 

stapled pages [plus an 8 page ‘Conservation Programme insert] its layout was more 

‘professional’ and easier to read. The glossy cover lasted for only three issues as did 

the word ‘Quarterly’ in the title. The dominant Large Blue Butterfly motif on the 

cover lasted just a further two issues until No. 16 was published in January 1976. 

However these five issues saw an increase to 20 pages with members sending in 

articles on the large blue, butterfly gardening, hatching pupae, the decline of the 

silver spotted skipper and numerous letters from around the UK. Mr K Johnson 

states that in 1972 he ‘bred and released a total of 2,232 Small Tortoiseshells, 469 

Peacocks, 21 Red Admirals and 25 Commas. These were released in appropriate 

localities.’ Articles were also produced by officers of BBCS including a major 

initiative to encourage ‘Habitat Surveying’ and another on ‘Conservation in 

Grassland’ with prominence given on who members could contact for conservation 

advice. However early issues were dominated by articles from members..... with 

limited reference to moths.                                                                                                                              

The conservation insert categorised species as [1] Nearly Extinct [Large Blue] [2] In 

Danger [including Large Tortoiseshell, Black Hairstreak and Chequered Skipper.]  [3] 

Local Species [including Wood White, Purple Emperor and perhaps surprisingly 

Purple Hairstreak.....due to ‘tree felling’ and [4] Species Restricted by Location or 

Habitat [including Swallowtail and Mountain Ringlet.] Membership cards were to 

be issued and these would be required to gain entry to future AGM’s that would 

take place at the Victory Services Club in London.  

BBCS News No. 11 announced a change of address with vice chairman Robert 

Goodden stating that ‘until now my wife Rosemary and myself have carried out the 

administration of the society from my office at Worldwide Butterflies Ltd. Mr. 

Tatham, our Chairman, has now agreed to deal with this at his home address in 
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Quorn, Leicestershire.’ News No. 15 announced the setting up of a ‘Conservation 

Committee’ to promote habitat surveying, recording and a breeding programme. 

Lepidoptera distribution maps from Monks Wood were highlighted complete with 

poor photo-copied reproductions and Ken Wimott reported on the demise of the 

English Chequered Skipper. The finance report showed that in 1973-74 BBCS had 

income from 109 life members,266 adult members and 30 junior members 

providing an income of £664.00 [out of a total income of £1,285.76] Expenditure 

was £666.34 giving a surplus of £619.42. 

BBCS News now took a step back. No.16 came out in January 1976 followed by 

No.17 nine months later. Issues lost their coloured card cover and after Jill Harris 

stood down as news editor had shrunk to just 8 A5 pages.....on one ‘concertina’ 

folded paper. Acting editor Robert Goodden pleaded ‘editors are always crying out 

for more articles...because without them there will be no ‘News’ and it is a 

necessary organ of communication between members’. This cry was heard and 

with David Robertson now editor ‘News’ No. 18 was back to 20 pages with clear 

layout and uniform type face. There were various articles on the summer heat of 

1976 making it ‘officially the best year for butterflies since 1947’. However there 

was also concern that by late summer ‘whole hillsides were baked brown’ with the 

resultant death of many eggs. This issue was the first to be almost sub-divided into 

letters, sightings, habitat and junior sections. 

The next ten years of BBCS ‘News’ were produced twice a year. [April and October] 

Although a less frequent production than earlier page numbers increased 

considerably even reaching 74 A5 pages by issue 26 dated April 1981. Reports from 

society officials were given greater prominence with the first 8 pages of issue 19 

occupied by reports from the editor, chairman, treasurer, health and safety officer, 

vice –chairman, publicity officer and librarian. Letters, species reports and the 

junior section featured strongly and with membership growing there were 9 pages 

listing new members. Issue 20 advertised BBCS’s 10th anniversary celebration as an 

open day at Worldwide Butterflies near Sherborn with lunch at the nearby Little 

Chef restaurant. I was struck by an article in issue 21 in which Mr. Wildridge reports 

that while walking in a Buckinghamshire wood looking at Peal-bordered fritillary 

and Wood White he discovered an un-recorded colony of Marsh Fritillary. Those 

were the days!   

In Issue 22 [April 1979] concerns were expressed that with the recent onset of 
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‘Dutch Elm’ disease ‘few sightings have been received of the White-letter 

hairstreak and it may well become an endangered species’. By contrast it was 

noted that Wood Whites were doing well in the Midlands and on the Sussex/Surrey 

border however ‘six collectors were in the area and no doubt this depleted 

numbers’. In the next issue the editor notes that ‘at our March AGM we had 40 

members present....over double the previous year. Members were unanimous in 

wishing for a larger News Bulletin.....your committee will have to decide if this is 

possible given the expense. The first black and white photograph appeared in News 

27 showing President Sir Peter Scott with Gordon Beningfield and the butterfly 

postal stamps he so beautifully designed for use from 13th May 1981.The next 

News reported that six regional branches of BC had started [London, West 

Midlands, West Country, Norfolk, Merseyside and Yorkshire.....I believe Hampshire 

had also just started].....with Upper Thames, Dorset Kent and Sussex Branches due 

to hold their first meetings by the end of 1982. The initiative ‘Butterfly Year 81-82’ 

had been a great success with a resultant boost to membership, funds and public 

profile. Regular contributors Bill Shreeves and Matthew Oates penned excellent 

articles on ‘Habitat Surveys’ and ‘Duke of Burgundy on Chalk Grassland’ with BBCS 

News continuing to be devoted to numerous member contributions.                                                                                            

Issue 30 was the first to have a black and white photograph on the cover [a 

Swallowtail], issue 31 had the first contents page and issue 32 the first full page 

commercial advert....for ‘British gas’! However it was the Spring 1985 issue 34 that 

had a layout more familiar with what we would come to expect....photographs, 

contents, maps, book reviews, articles, a list of branch contacts....and an appeal ‘to 

help purchase our first reserve’. BBCS had really spread its wings! 

Chris Winnick [Part II to follow]        

 

Next page is a reproduction of the front page of the first BC News                                                                                                                                                                                                                          
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And our part in all this! 

The Lancashire Branch arose from the ashes of the former Merseyside, 

South Lancs, West Cheshire and Clwyd Branch in 1993.  At the time, head 

office said they wanted to have the a network of branches covering the 

whole country. Coincidentally,  the people who were active in the 

Merseyside and North Wales Branch decided they had done their share, and 

wished to concentrate on practical conservation work, and that the branch 

would fold if no-one took it on.  Lancashire itself wasn’t covered at all at the 

time, neither was Greater Manchester. 

So head office asked for volunteers to get a branch started in our area, and 

this stupid little voice piped up “I’ll do it”.  It was mine. 

The first branch Committee was myself as Branch Organiser/Secretary, 

Martin Wain (Conservation Officer and assistant Newsletter Editor), Peter 

North who was County Recorder and working for Lancashire Museums  at 

Fleetwood, as Treasurer and Recorder, Brian Hugo (Recruitment), Andy 

Whitfield as Newsletter Editor, Alan Ward (Publicity) and General 

Committee Members Tony Aldridge (then 

recently-retired site manager from Gait 

Barrows), John Wilson from Leighton Moss 

RSPB and Alan Clarke who had been 

involved in the Merseyside Branch. 

The first newsletter was produced in spring 

1994 with a programme of 7 field trips and 

consisted of 6 sides of A4, cheaply 

photocopied and folded into an A5 

booklet, sent out with a questionnaire to 

the few members we had at the time.  The 

cover illustration was drawn by Rob Petley-

Jones and it was used as our branch logo 

for the first few years.  Membership grew 

quite quickly, mainly in the northern area of Lancashire where the most 
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threatened butterflies were to be found (they are sadly far more threatened 

now).   

I remember being so chuffed when our membership reached the dizzy 

height of 120!  Now it stands at around 760 encompassing 1050 people 

when you include family memberships.   

In 1997 Peter North left for a new life in Canada and I also took on his role 

as recorder.  It turned out that about 3 years’ worth of records had been 

accidentally deleted, so I had to re-input them all from the paper record 

sheets (which was all we had in those days) which took a few months and 

the first Recording Report was produced in 1998 - just distribution maps for 

each species.  Andy Whitfield had also left to live elsewhere, so I was editing 

the newsletter too - I could have had a committee meeting without anyone 

else there apart from not having a quorum! 

Steve Palmer came on board as Moth Officer in 2000 and the Recording 

Reports began including moths as the emphasis on them within the society 

was also increasing.  In 2002 we had a successful day searching for the 

Belted Beauty moth, whose presence in Lancashire had been rumoured but 

unconfirmed.  It turned out we have the largest remaining colony in 

England!  Regular counts are still made each year.   

Of course you will all know that we now have our own reserve, Myers 

Allotment and a massive amount of work has been done there under the 

guidance of Reserves Officer David Wrigley - it’s now a haven for butterflies 

and gets better each year. 

Over the years other valued committee members have come on board, then 

moved on, either to other places, other realms or just into retirement - 

Simon Hayhow, Stephen Dunstan, Barry Dyson, Derrick Smith, Dan Flenley 

to name a few of them.  And without their work and the contributions of 

the general membership, none of this would have been possible. 

Laura Sivell 
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LANCASHIRE BUTTERFLY CONSERVATION MEMBERS DAY 2018 

VENUE: AINSDALE SAND DUNES NATIONAL NATURE RESERVE 

SATURDAY 7TH JULY from 10.00- 15.30 

LOCATION: HALF WAY BETWEEN AINSDALE AND FORMBY with 
PARKING on SITE....meet at the CENTRE BUIDING* 

PROGRAMME. 

10.00-10.15    MEET/COFFEE/ REGISTER 

10.15-11.00    OPEN MOTH TRAPS/ PHOTOGRAPHY....with RON 
MOYES. 

11.00-11.30    PRESENTATION ON BC’S 50TH ANNIVERSARY by Chris 
Winnick. 

11.30-11.45    COFFEE BREAK. 

11.45-12.30    PRESENTATION ON ‘INVERTEBRATES of the SEFTON 
COAST’ by author and local expert Phil Smith.  

12.30- 13.15   BRIEF AGM followed by LUNCH 

13.15-15.30    GUIDED WALK AROUND PARTS OF THE BUTTERFLY 
TRANSECT AND OTHER SITES WITH PHIL SMITH. [Two years ago we 
saw Small Copper, Dark Green Fritillary, White Letter Hairstreak and 
Red-tipped Clearwing.] 

NOTE: IF WET WEATHER PART OF THE OUTDOOR PROGRAMME WILL 
BE MOVED INDOOR AND WILL BE SUBJECT TO CHANGE. 

ALL MEMBERS OF LANCASHIRE BC TOGETHER WITH THEIR GUESTS 
ARE WELCOME TO ATTEND. [There is no charge for this event].  For 
further information contact Chris on chriswinnick@tiscali.co.uk or 
ring 01539 728254.                                                                                                          
*DIRECTIONS FROM FORMBY......TURN LEFT JUST SOUTH OF 
AINSDALE ONTO THE COAST RD.  After 300-400m [immediately after 
the railway bridge] turn left onto a single track access rd. Despite 
prohibit signs proceed to the right until you reach the NNR car park. 
DO NOT PARK NEAR THE PRIVATE HOUSE.  

mailto:chriswinnick@tiscali.co.uk
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New Book: Pug Moths of North-west England 

Brian is one of the UK’s foremost experts on Pug moths and an active member of 

both Lancashire and Cumbria Butterfly Conservation. 

Butterfly Conservation Members may buy the book at an introductory price of 

£12.00 (including P&P) until the 31st May, after which the price will be £15.00 

[including P&P]. 

By buying the book through us, you will also be supporting Butterfly Conservation! 

To purchase the book, please email with Pug Moths in the Subject Line to Jane 

Jones at jcjmail@aol.com and send a cheque made payable to ‘Lancashire Butterfly 

Conservation’ to: 

Mrs. Jane Jones 

3 Gleneagles Drive, Brockhall Village, Old Langho 

Lancashire, BB6 8BF 

Or you pay by BACS to the BC Lancashire account, details of which will be 

confirmed via email.  

The much-awaited 'Pug Moths of North-west England, A Guide on 

Identification and Distribution in Cheshire, Lancashire and Cumbria' by Brian 

Hancock is now published and available to buy. 

mailto:jcjmail@aol.com
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Pug Moths of North-west England A guide on Identification and 

Distribution in Cheshire, Lancashire and Cumbria. By Brian Hancock 

(Lancashire & Cheshire Fauna Society, Publication no 124, 120 pages) 

This is the book that I and other local moth recorders have long awaited. For 

almost a decade I’ve referred frequently to successive online editions of 

local member Brian’s invaluable pug identification guide to try to get to 

grips with this most tricky of all macro-moth groups. So it’s great to see an 

extended and fully updated version in print as a handy field guide, in similar 

format to Ben Smart’s recent Micro-moth Field Tips. And like the latter it 

will quickly find a readership far wider than its title suggests.  As well as 

beautiful photos - mainly Brian’s own - of the different adult forms of each 

of the area’s 43 pug species, there are phenograms and distribution maps 

for most, the latter separately showing pre- and post-2000 records, along 

with images of the larvae and some food plants. A nice touch too are photos 

of some of the north-west’s prime pug habitats, and there are sections on 

how to find, and photograph, pug moths. This beautifully presented and 

thoroughly researched volume is a fitting conclusion to Brian’s many years 

of painstaking fieldwork and scrutiny of databases and museum specimens, 

and he must be even more pleased than I am to see it come to fruition. So 

I’d highly recommend this book to all moth enthusiasts, novices and more 

experienced alike, and just in time for the 2018 field season.  Copies are still 

available to BC members at an introductory price of £12.00 and can be 

ordered from Lancashire Branch, c/o Jane Jones at: jcjmail@aol.com. 

Martin Tordoff,  Moth Officer, Butterfly Conservation Cumbria Branch  
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MY ‘BOOK OF THE YEAR’........’THE BUTTERFLIES OF SUSSEX’ BY Michael Blencowe 

and Neil Hulme. 

I have over 1,000 butterfly and moth books on the shelf [do not tell my wife or my 

bank manager!] but my favourite book for 2017 is this 326 page hard back full 

colour book from Pisces Publications. There have been so many wonderful regional 

or county texts, [especially over the last 20 years] from Yorkshire to Cornwall and 

from ‘The Bristol Region’ to ‘The West Midlands’ and  ‘Hertfordshire’.....but this 

book is an exceptional read and a visual feast.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

The book opens with chapters by Michael on the landscape of Sussex, the climate, 

species recording and distribution and the atlas survey of 2010-2014. During this 5 

year period 200,000 records from more than 2,500 observers were compiled and 

these records were used to generate a new set of distribution maps. For each 

species these maps are compared with those from the previous 1990-94 survey 

period so that changes in distribution can be noted. However the text crucially 

explains that contractions and expansions need explanation that is not always 

obvious. Declines in distribution can be depressing but expansions may be the 

result of wider recorder coverage and equally of concern. Even where distributions 

appear unchanged abundance can be of great concern......with some species 

widespread but ‘hanging on’. Of particular interest some species had a ‘morphed’ 

distribution indicating ever more rapid change in climate, land use and 

management.                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

The substantial body of text is not a list of county species with potted histories that 

re-hash or refresh what is already well known and understood. Instead it is aimed 

at all who have a love of butterflies but want to find out more about what makes 

each species so special. Descriptions and explanations are clear and more 

important the authors ask and answer all the right questions.....the product of a life 

time studying behaviour in the field. The accompanying maps, graphs and 

photographs are superb and compliment the text beautifully.                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

Priced at £35.00 it represents good value given the quality of production and the 

staggering amount of volunteer effort that has gone into making this remarkable 

project possible. You may or may not know about the undoubted charm and beauty 

of Sussex but you will love this book. Not a field guide but a book that has set the 

‘gold standard’ for all natural history regional publications. Congratulations to all 

involved.                                   

Chris Winnick. 
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Butterfly Egg-searching As An Exciting Pursuit?  

Gemma & Chris in Accrington think so !  Gait Barrows Jan 2018 

My partner states that this activity adds spice to a winter-walk in the 
countryside. Are you being serious my dear? I hope so! 

Well, several Lancashire branch members would signify agreement by their 
actions. An intrepid group of six took up the challenge at Gait Barrows in early 
January. The thinking was to revisit a couple of oaks where Purple Hairstreak 
adults had been regularly recorded the previous summer. Low accessible 
branches had also been noted deeming these English oaks suitable targets. 

High expectations of several dozen egg finds was not wholly fulfilled with a 
total of 4 Purple Hairstreak located over 3 hours. However the search party 
considered the outcome of the steep learning curve productive and very 
worthwhile. The search skills acquired can be finely honed in future years and 
perhaps transferable to egg searches of other butterfly species. 

Excellent Hairstreak egg search videos are available on UTUBE. The following 
links show recommended examples: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rTqPQj6xZtQ&feature=youtu.be 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e_7_s4XrrT8 
…. an update on White letter Hairstreak in Scotland: 

https://butterfly-conservation.org/48-18555/butterfly-breeds-for-first-time-in-
130-years.html 

Enjoy! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rTqPQj6xZtQ&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e_7_s4XrrT8
https://butterfly-conservation.org/48-18555/butterfly-breeds-for-first-time-in-130-years.html
https://butterfly-conservation.org/48-18555/butterfly-breeds-for-first-time-in-130-years.html
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A FIELD GUIDE TO THE SMALLER MOTHS OF GREAT BRITAIN AND 

IRELAND - 3rd EDITION, 2018 

Edited by J.R.LANGMAID, S.M.PALMER and M.R.YOUNG 

Published by The British Entomological and Natural History Society 

392 pp., full colour, softback with detachable vinyl cover. BENHS 

members price £16, RRP £24; plus postage. 

Available through the usual booksellers such as Atropos Books 

https://www.atroposbooks.co.uk/a-field-guide-to-the-smaller-moths-of-

great-britain-and-ireland and it will shortly be placed on the British 

Entomological and Natural History Society website (BENHS) 

http://www.benhs.org.uk/publications/ 

The book is designed to be an essential guide for anyone interested in 

finding micro-moths. For every species that breeds in Great Britain and 

Ireland, the full life-history details are set out concisely, in a 

standard way, with a thumbnail map. For anyone familiar with 

"Emmet" (Maitland Emmet, A Field Guide to the Smaller British 

Lepidoptera, 2nd edition, 1988) the format is the same, with the addition 

of thumbnail distribution maps. 

Much has been updated, reflecting the amount of new knowledge 

accrued since “Emmet”, and many new species have been added. It will 

be an essential reference if you have an interest in the life histories of the 

micros, but it is not a photographic id guide.' 

Alex Parsons 

https://www.atroposbooks.co.uk/a-field-guide-to-the-smaller-moths-of-great-b
https://www.atroposbooks.co.uk/a-field-guide-to-the-smaller-moths-of-great-b
http://www.benhs.org.uk/publications/
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My Steep Learning Curve! 

The Comma Butterfly 

 

There are two forms of Comma – the ‘typical’ darker Polygonia c-album and 

the hutchinsoni or brighter ‘golden form’ C-album hutchinsoni.  

The Comma normally has two annual broods. In the UK there are two peak 

abundance times April, and July to mid-September. A proportion of the first 

brood (‘normal’ form) are not sexually mature. They feed up and  hibernate 

early. The remainder of this first brood of 

emerging adults are short lived. They mate 

quickly, lay eggs and die. These breeding 

individuals (hutchinsoni form) look different 

to their early hibernating 

‘cousins’ (especially on the underwing); they 

are lighter in colour and have less scalloped 

wing edges. They can represent up to 40% 

of the mid-summer emergence. That varies year to year. These hutchinsoni 

produce ‘normal-looking’ adults in late summer (August/ September). They 

join their earlier summer hibernating ‘cousins’ in winter hibernation. Both 

forms emerge the following spring. 

Summer hutchinsoni numbers are not determined solely by genetic make-

up. Length of daylight hours as well as whether larval/ pupal development 

largely fall in lengthening/ shortening day-length (either side of 21st June) is 

also a determining factor. Larvae and pupae 

that develop in lengthening daylight hours 

produce more hutchinsoni that summer; the 

converse is also the case. A late spring will 

cause fewer hutchinsoni. Average 

temperatures and foodplant conditions can 

also be thrown into the mix! The relationships 

between all these variables are not fully 

understood. 
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Swedish lepidopterist S. Nylen carried out a controlled study of the effect 

on the Comma of daylight-hours and day-length. Results showed under 

controlled captive condition (lab) the Comma larvae can switch between 

the two forms – under 12 hours light, all develop as Polygonia C-album; 

with18+ hours daily light conditions 90% emerge as golden hutchinsoni 

commas. 

In the wild, early or late springs can determine which side of mid-summer 

day the larvae complete their cycle i.e. which ‘camp’ they fall into. Also if 

that early spring is especially warm the early caterpillars develop more 

quickly increasing the likelihood of cycle completion in increasing light 

conditions rather than diminishing. Hey presto! more hutchinsoni develop. 

An early warm spring enables larvae and pupae to develop quickly in 

lengthening daylight hours. 

I thought I had acquired a reasonable understanding of the above process. I 

then read in the literature (Thomas & Lewington) that hutchinsoni can 

switch forms – again not fully understood. I leave that to you to explore. I 

need to get out in the field to spread my wings! 

Check out http://www.ukbutterflies.co.uk/species.php?species=c-album for 

excellent images of both forms. 

Further reading: 

The Millennium Atlas – Warren, Fox, Asher etc 

The Butterflies of Britain & Ireland – Thomas & Lewington 

http://www.ukbutterflies.co.uk/species.php?species=c-album
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Pictured: The field in Milnshaw Park, 
Accrington that is being converted 
into a butterfly wildflower meadow. 

New butterfly project in Hyndburn  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

A new project has been set up to help butterflies in Hyndburn, 
Lancashire.   

The Hyndburn Butterfly Project is led by a group of butterfly loving 
volunteers.  Their aim is to plant butterfly-friendly flowers, shrubs and 
trees in the Hyndburn area. 

The group has recently been successful in obtaining funding to create a 
butterfly wildflower meadow in Milnshaw Park, Accrington.  The project 
has been funded by the Prospects Foundation and EnergieKontor 
‘Windfall Fund’, with seeds donated by the Lancashire Wildlife Trust, and 
permission to use the land granted by Hyndburn Borough Council. 

The meadow will transform a large and currently unused field in the park 
into a colourful, wildflower meadow with nectaring and larval food plants 
suited to urban butterfly species.  Work on the meadow will start this 
spring, with the first flush of annual flowers expected this summer, before 
perennial species become established next year. 

Further ideas for butterfly-friendly habitat improvements within the park 
include tree, shrub and bulb planting.   

A branch field trip to see white-letter hairstreak butterflies in Milnshaw 
Park has been arranged for 14th July 2018 (with a backup date of 21st July 
in the event of poor weather).  During the field trip there will also be a 
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iRecord Butterflies – a must-have app on your phone 

 

iRecord Butterflies is a free app that will guide you through the identification of any 
butterfly that you see in the UK and allow you to add your sighting to millions of 
other valuable records that inform the work of Butterfly Conservation. It’s a 
fantastic tool for identification even if you don’t use it for recording. Highly 
recommended! 

Download the app for free 

Get iRecord Butterflies from iTunes 
Get iRecord Butterflies from Google Store 

1) Identify your sighting 

You can compare a live specimen or your own photo with those from the app’s 
extensive image library, filter species by colour, pattern and size, and see 
distribution maps and identification tips for each butterfly. 

It’s brilliant! 

Tom Dunbar 

visit to the wildflower meadow to see how work is progressing.  Please see 
the field trip page in the newsletter for more details.   

If you would like to find out more or get involved with the Hyndburn 
Butterfly Project visit www.hyndburnbutterflyproject.org.uk or follow the 
Hyndburn Butterfly Project on Twitter: www.twitter.com/hynd_butterfly 

Gemma McMullan 

 

 

https://butterfly-conservation.org/8803/irecord-butterflies.html
https://geo.itunes.apple.com/gb/app/irecord-butterflies/id815539116?mt=8&at=1010l4Vu&ct=1010l4Vu
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.natural_apptitude.butterfly
http://www.hyndburnbutterflyproject.org.uk/
http://www.twitter.com/hynd_butterfly
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mailto:chriswinnick@tiscali.co.uk
mailto:jcjmail@aol.com
mailto:membership@lancashire-butterflies.org.uk
mailto:butterfly-recorder@lancashire-butterflies.org.uk%20
mailto:reserves@lancashire-butterflies.org.uk%20
mailto:tomdunbar@sky.com
mailto:coleman@coolerprojects.com


29 

Branch Field Trips 2018 

OUTDOOR EVENTS....GENERAL ADVISE AND INFORMATION. 
'For all such events bring suitable outdoor clothing, waterproofs etc etc  

Saturday 5th May. 14.00-16.30  

A 3 mile walk along Langden Brook in the Trough of Bowland 

This is a joint Bowland Festival Event with Butterfly Conservation Lancashire branch 

Target species: Green Hairstreak and Emperor Moths attracted by the use of 
pheromone lures. 

Directions: Park at Langden Brook car park 1/3rd mile south east of postcode BB7 
3BJ; OS ref. SD632512 

Leader: Dave Wainwright 

TO BOOK you must register by ringing 01200448000 or e-mail 

bowland@lancashire.gov.uk as this is a Bowland Festival Event.  

 

Tuesday 22 May 1000–1400  

The Butterflies of Warton Crag   

Joint event: Butterfly Conservation Cumbria & Lancashire branches. 

Target species: Pearl-bordered and possibly early Small Pearl-bordered Fritillaries; 
Dingy Skipper; Green Hairstreak; Small Heath, and other spring species. 

Directions: Meet at Warton Quarry car park, Grid ref SD491723 

Contact: Chris Winnick 01539 728254 

 

Tuesday 29 May 1030-1400  

The Butterflies and Spring flowers of Holme Stinted Pastures and Holme Park Fell 

Target species: Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary and possibly the best display of 
hawthorn flowers (with Bluebell and Buttercup} that you will ever see! 

Directions: From the A6070 road, approx ½ mile north of Burton-in-Kendal road 
take the single lane road signed Clawthorpe. After 1 mile look for ‘unofficial’ lay-bys 
under the trees on both sides of the road, and walk uphill to meet at the gated 
entrance at grid ref SD545783.  

Contact: Chris Winnick 01539 728254  

mailto:bowland@lancashire.gov.uk
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Chris Winnick, Branch Chairman. 

 

The day's programme will be approximately as follows, weather permitting: 
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Tuesday 5 June 1000–1300 [option to 1500] 

The Butterflies of Farrer’s Allotment, Whitbarrow 

Joint event: Butterfly Conservation Cumbria & Lancashire branches 

Target species: Pearl-bordered and Small Pearl-bordered Fritillaries, with possible 
extension to see Duke of Burgundy at adjacent Gillbirks site. 

Directions: Park at Johnscales Farm, grid ref SD462867, satnav LA8 8DG 

Contact: Chris Winnick 01539 728254  

 

Wednesday 6th June 

10.30 Heysham Moss 

Follow-up session:  Heysham Nature Reserve  

The Butterflies of Heysham Moss and Heysham Nature Reserve 

Joint event: Lancs. BC and Kendal Nat. History Society. 

Target species: Large Heath and common summer moth and butterfly species. 

Directions: Park at Meldon Road, Heysham Satnav LA32HJ; Postcode LA3 2XA 

Access to the site is nearby 

Contact: Chris Winnick 01539 728254  

 

Saturday 23rd June 

Yealand Hall Allotment 10.30 –12.30  

Myers Allotment  1400 – 1600  

The Butterflies of Yealand Hall Allotment and Myers Allotment 

10.30 – 12.30 at Yealand and 1400 – 1600 at Myers. 

Target species: Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary, Northern Brown Argus, Small 
Heath and also possibly late Pearl-bordered Fritillary (at Yealand) and Dingy 
Skipper. 

Directions: Meet in lay-by at junction of Storrs Lane and Thrang Brow Lane in 
Yealand Storrs, Grid ref SD493762, satnav LA5 9TD.  Limited parking in lay-by or, 
alternatively, people may wish to meet in the car park at RSPB Leighton Moss and 
car share to Yealand. Suggest lunch at Leighton Moss before going on to Myers, 
which is a 5 minute walk away.      Contact: Dave Wrigley 01524 805527.  
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Saturday 14th July 2018  1000 – 1300  *then 1300 to 1600 

Alternative date if weather is poor: 

Saturday 21st July  1000 – 1300  *then 1pm to 4pm  

Butterflies of  Milnshaw Park, Hyndburn, Accrington Postcode: BB5 4BH 

Target: White-letter Hairstreak and other summer species 

This site has the best elm in Lancashire to view White letter Hairstreak butterflies. 

Meet at: main entrance, Milnshaw Park  

Parking in Lancaster Avenue, Hyndburn adjacent to park entrance 

Leader: Gemma McMullan, Chris Atherton 

If you want confirmation of the date please email at tomdunbar@sky.com in case 
the first date is cancelled due to bad weather. 

There is great community interest – we look forward to seeing you there! 

*We hope to visit a second site in the afternoon within driving 
distance.  

 

Sunday 15th July 2018  1000 to 1600 

Alternative date if weather is poor: 

Sunday 22nd July  1000 to 1600  

Butterflies of  Rossendale various sites 

Target: White-letter Hairstreak 

Meet at: Hugh Mill Business Park, Cowpe Road Waterfoot Rossendale (off Bacup 
Road) Grid ref. SD834217  Postcode BB4 7AW 

We will carshare later to several other WlHst sites 

Further map details goto:  

https://www.google.co.uk/maps/@53.6919711,-2.2518867,229m/data=!3m1!
1e3  

Leader: Kevin Lister/ John Hallsworth/ Tom Dunbar 

Registration is necessary by email at tomdunbar@sky.com to enable confirmation 
to you of finalised date.  

mailto:tomdunbar@sky.com
mailto:tomdunbar@sky.com
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Saturday 21st July, 10.30 – 1400 

The Butterflies of Eaves Wood, Silverdale 

Target species: High Brown and Dark Green Fritillaries, Grayling and other summer 
butterflies. 

Directions: Meet in National Trust Eaves Wood car park, Park Road, Silverdale, Grid 
ref SD471759, satnav LA5 0UQ. 

Contact: Dave Wrigley 01524 805527.      

 

Saturday 28th July 2018  1000-1600 

Alternative date if weather is poor on Saturday: 

Sunday 29th July 10am-4pm  

Butterflies of  Lytham St Annes Sand Dunes and Lytham Nature Reserve 

Target: Grayling and other summer butterfly species. 

Meet at: Lancs Wildlife Trust Hut 606 Clifton Drive North, Lytham St Annes 

(opposite Thursby Home) Postcode: FY8 2RN 

Parking is available in local roads. 

Leaders: Ashley Anderton, Tom Dunbar 

Contact Tom Dunbar by email (address below). 

Registration is necessary by email at tomdunbar@sky.com to enable confirmation 
to you of finalised date if it’s poor weather on Saturday.  

 

Saturday 11 August 0915-1300 

Alternative if poor weather on Sat: Wednesday 15th Aug 0915-1300 

The Hairstreaks of Gait Barrows   

Joint Butterfly Conservation Cumbria and Lancashire branches 

Target species: Brown and Purple Hairstreak (hopefully adults and eggs) and other 
late summer species. May be re-arranged for the following Wednesday if poor 
weather on Saturday so please register by email tomdunbar@sky.com  

Directions: Meet in the NNR car park at SD478775 

Contact: by email tomdunbar@sky.com  

mailto:tomdunbar@sky.com
mailto:tomdunbar@sky.com
mailto:tomdunbar@sky.com
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Moth Trap predators. A problem solved      Brian Hancock. 

All of us at some time have had an occasional problem of birds entering our moth 
trap and feasting on the contents. Usually shutting down the trap for a couple of 
days solves the problem. 

At RSPB Leighton moss where 
we run a Robinson Trap daily, 
the problem became acute in 
2016. At first fixing a wire 
cage over the trap seemed to 
help but when the predation 
recurred we made second 
wire net cover and suspended 
old CDs around the trap and 
switched the trap off for a 
fortnight. In spite of this, the 
problem rumbled on though 
the summer with the wings of two or three moths often found in the trap. It 
reached a head in on one day in October when there were wings of 10 moths with 
just one alive. We shut the trap down and prayed that the problem would not recur 
in 2017. 

The problem of predator entry continued as soon as we started trapping in 2017. 
Caroline Clay our new volunteer had the bright idea of using a night vision camera 
and sure enough the culprit was quickly identified as a Wren. 

It was getting through the two layers of netting with ease. What surprised us was 

that it was entering the trap when it was still dark. The problem was solved by 

David Mower who designed a cone with a narrow exit fitted to the normal entrance 

to the trap. This certainly stopped 

the Wren but we were concerned 

that a large moth may get stuck. Our 

fears were confirmed in May when a 

Poplar Hawk did get stuck. The exit 

has been enlarged a little and we 

have no more intruders or stuck 

moths though 2017.  

 

The funnel inside the Robinson trap. 
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Migrant moths in 2017  Pete Marsh 

It was an interesting but not spectacular year for migrants, the exception 

perhaps being Rusty Dot Pearl (Udea ferrugalis)numbers during the 

autumn at Sunderland Point where they peaked at 19 on 26/8.   The next 

highest was 5 at Tarleton on 9/8 (R Pyefinch).    Five  'garden traps' stood 

out as serial scarce migrant sites.  Pride of place must go to John Holding's 

coastal trap on Heysham Road which produced Ni Moth (27/6), Palpita 

vitrealis (18/9) and Convolvulus Hawk-moth (20/10).  The only other 

Convolvulus Hawk-moth was found by day on a log at Ainsdale National 

Trust on 25/10 (RW).  The other garden sites will become apparent as we go 

through the other individual species. 

The Deaths Head Hawk-moth found at Cuerden on 28/6 (Simon Thorpe) 

made the previous Newsletter.   It was quite a good year for Humming-bird 

Hawk-moth with the usual scattering of records on IREcord from casual 

observers supplementing the usual moth-er records. There must be many 

others not being reported as two of the records only came to the fore due 

to 'random casual conversations'!    

There was a significant nationwide arrival of Vestal in late October, but I 

suspect many traps had already been put into storage in the rather erratic 

autumnal weather  and the only records were one at Hesketh Bank on 

15/10 (R Yates), a single at Leighton Moss on 23/10 and two at Sunderland, 

one at nearby Heysham Road, with one further south at Ainsdale, all on 

25/10.  One was also in the Sunderland trap on 25/8.  Running the 

Sunderland trap during this rather volatile late autumn 'migrant weather' 

saw a pre-'Storm Brian' Gem on 19/10, preceded by two at Leighton Moss 

on 14/10.   
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Scarce Bordered Straw might not produce the occasional dramatic summer

-month influx of its implicitly commoner relative, Bordered Straw, but is an 

increasingly reliable autumn migrant with records from Sunderland (25/8 - 

note Vestal on same night), Bolton-le-Sands on 28/8 (SG), Hesketh Bank on 

6/9 (RY), Morecambe on 23/9 (JP) and Longton on 21/10 (JG).  The only 

Bordered Straw record was from Hesketh Bank on 27/6 (RY).   Small 

Mottled Willow had a 'quiet year' in VC60 with just a singleton at 

Sunderland on 22/7 but was 'numerous' at two sites in VC59 with 7 at Hale 

(CC) and 5 near Penwortham (JG) with others at Gorse Hill (S Haselton) and 

Hesketh Bank (RY).   Pearly Underwing is not quite annual these days are 

there were welcome singletons in VC60 at Sunderland on 15/7, 19/9 and 

21/9 and at Heysham Road on 22/10, but only one reported so far from 

VC59 - Longton on 18/10 (JG).   

Of the more regular migrants, Rush Veneer (Nomophila noctuella) had a 

quiet year peaking at just  5 at Sunderland (24/7), Dark Sword Grass was 

well-scattered in small numbers with early records from High Tatham on 

13/3 and Heysham on 14/3 suggesting hibernation but the only catch above 

three being 11 at Heysham Road on 20/9. Silver Y  was relatively numerous  

with a peak of 21 at Sunderland (13/7).   Diamond-back Moth (Plutella 

xylostella) was back this year to just ones and twos in moth traps with by 

far the largest count being 25 along Hest Bank shore line on 28/05.   

*** If anyone wants to borrow a moth trap to try out please contact Pete 

Marsh PMrsh123@aol.com or text 07532433043   

Cover photo - purple hairstreak egg by Tom Dunbar 
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