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 MESSAGE FROM THE LANCASHIRE BRANCH CHAIRMAN: SPRING 2017 

Welcome to the Spring 2017 newsletter. It has been said that ‘in the UK we do not 

have a climate, only weather’. Statistically it is true that our weather is just about 

the most changeable and unpredictable anywhere on earth so spare a thought for 

the almost impossible task our weather forecasters have in the UK. However if we 

do have a climate then it is changing at an alarming rate. Wet and mild Winters and 

Springs can be as damaging to our butterflies as a poor Summer. 

As David mentioned in the Autumn 2016 edition [when he introduced his 

comparative study of habitat change from 2004 to 2016] lengthened mild/damp 

conditions result in the sort of excessive grass growth that out competes short turf 

loving species of plant and dependant insect life. This change creates another sort 

of climate: a cooler, more humid micro-climate that is more difficult for most 

habitat specialist butterflies and moths. Still it is the start of a new butterfly 

season....as I write this in mid March all  the adult hibernating species of butterfly 

have already been seen....and as an optimist ‘things will be better in 2017’!  

On 11th March one hundred butterfly enthusiasts went to Lancaster University for a 

conference on ‘Saving Our Rare Butterflies of the North West’. This event was a 

partnership between BC and the University and is more fully reported later in this 

issue. Most who attended were from Lancashire and Cumbria with some from 

Yorkshire and further afield. If you are only a member of one branch why not for 

just an extra £6.00 join another branch?.... let head office know and they will 

arrange this. 

Later this year Laura will produce her butterfly report for 2016. Early signs are that 

Pearl-bordered Fritillaries held up well at Warton Crag but most  specialist 

butterflies had a difficult time including High Brown, Small Pearl-bordered and even 

Dark Green Fritillaries. Grayling, Scotch Argus and Northern Brown Argus also found 

life difficult but more surprising some ‘common’ species such as Meadow Brown, 

Small White and Peacock were significantly down in number. On a brighter note 

some Common Blue sites did well [notably NT’s Holme Fell], Large Heath did well at  

Heysham LWT reserve and late Red Admiral and 3rd generation Speckled Wood 

were described as ‘spectacular’ by some recorders. With so many self entering their 

sightings on our web site it really does give an instant picture of ‘what is out and 

where’.....keep up the great work.     



3 

 Ben Smart, of the Lancashire and Cheshire Fauna Society, is a micro-moth 

enthusiast and national expert on ‘Leaf-miner moths.’ He has just completed 

writing an illustrated book on this subject and as a new venture Lancashire BC and 

the L&CFSociety are jointly funding its printing costs. Those who have proof read 

and seen extracts have been thrilled with the content and quality and market 

research shows many wanting to place orders. See later in this newsletter of how 

you can take advantage of a special pre-publication offer.  

Our Myer’s Allotment BC reserve at Silverdale [opposite RSPB Leighton Moss] has 

entered a new five year ‘Countryside Stewardship’ agreement. Leighton Hall 

Estates [land owners] and BC [current leaseholders/managers] have agreed a new 

programme of habitat restoration with Natural England that involves a reduction in 

scrub and further improvement to the species rich limestone grassland. Our 

Reserves officer, Dave Wrigley, provides more detail in this issue. Also at LEIGHTON 

MOSS we are holding our ANNUAL OPEN DAY & AGM ON SATURDAY 8TH JULY. This 

is our main event of the year so please invite family and friends and make a note of 

the date in your diary now! Again more details follow. 

Finally this issue contains details of all our Spring/Summer field trips. You will see 

that along with some ‘old favourites’ we have included new venues to encourage 

members from the Manchester and Liverpool areas and all parts south of Preston 

to come and join us. In particular David Coleman has planned several butterfly 

walks for Greater Manchester and Tom Dunbar and Martin Wain have identified 

new [and ‘old’] sites across Lancashire. We may have additional urban walks in 

Autumn...we will keep you up to date with our dotmailer newsletters but also 

check our website for updates and if the weather looks poor check with the walk 

leader before setting out. 

Hope you have a great Summer in our wonderful Lancashire countryside.     Best 

wishes,  

Chris Winnick. 
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 Wider Countryside Butterfly Survey (WCBS) in Lancashire, Merseyside and Greater 
Manchester 

The WCBS is a national survey aimed at gathering long term data to monitor the 
populations of UK butterflies across our landscapes. It is run by Zoe Randle at 
Butterfly Conservation in partnership with the British Trust for Ornithology and the 
Centre for Ecology and Hydrology and provides data hugely important to 
understanding how our butterflies are faring in response to changing habitats and 
climate, and to planning their conservation.  

The WCBS in our region needs new volunteer surveyors to make sure enough data 
from our part of the country is being included. Surveys simply involve walking a set 
transect route across a 1km grid square and counting all butterflies seen during the 
walk. Each survey normally lasts between 1- 2 hours, with a minimum of one visit in 
July and one visit in August needed. Full instructions and support on how to carry 
out the survey, including all maps and data sheets etc would be provided. 

Squares currently needing surveyors are: 

SD3917 near Southport 
SD9613 near Rochdale 
SD9908 Delph, near Oldham 
SJ4092  Liverpool 
SD9113 Rochdale 
SD5041 near Bilsborrow 
The location and lie of the land within these squares can be found by using this 
website: 

https://gridreferencefinder.com/ 

Lancashire is a priority region for this scheme because so few squares were being 
surveyed up to 2016, so at the moment the focus is on trying to get all squares on 
BC’s original list for this area covered. After a fantastic response from Lancs Wildlife 
Trust volunteers, the 6 squares above are the final remaining ones still needing a 
surveyor, so it would be great to get these done also. 

So please get in touch if you think you’d be able to take on any of these squares. 
Plus, if anyone is interested in getting involved with the WCBS but can’t get to these 
locations, please still let me know as BC may be able to add new squares within our 
region in other locations if there is sufficient interest. 

More information about the scheme can be found here at: 

http://www.ukbms.org/wcbs.aspx 

Thanks very much. 

Steve Ryder Volunteer WCBS Champion  email:   stephenryder@hotmail.com 
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LANCASHIRE BUTTERFLY CONSERVATION’S OPEN DAY & AGM  AT  RSPB 

LEIGHTON MOSS ....SATURDAY 8TH JULY 2017 

Dear members, friends and supporters we are delighted to announce that our main 

event of the year will be at the superb Leighton Moss RSPB reserve in Silverdale in 

North Lancashire. There is very good access via the M6 and A6 at Carnforth taking 

the Warton road towards Silverdale. Turn right just before Silverdale Railway 

Station and use the RSPB car park almost immediately on the left. We will be based 

in the Education [Holt] room at the back of the main building.....across the road 

from the car park. 

Subject to confirmation the programme will be ... 

9.45-10.45 am   Opening of overnight moth traps with opportunity for photography. 

10.45-11.30am  ‘The Life of the Brown hairstreak and its current status in North 

Lancashire.’ An illustrated Talk by Tom Dunbar. 

11.45-12.30pm  ‘The Butterflies and Moths of the Arnside and Silverdale Area: A 

Personal perspective’. An illustrated talk by Brian Hancock. 

12.30-13.15pm   Lunch.....and chance to see some birds! 

13.15-13.45pm   Brief AGM and chance to meet your committee. 

14.15-16.00pm   Meet in the Arnside Knott NT car park [4 miles from Leighton 

Moss] for a guided walk and chance to see High Brown and Dark Green Fritillaries, 

Grayling, Northern Brown Argus and other Summer species. [If an early Summer we 

may be lucky and see early Scotch Argus!] 

If the weather is likely to be much better in the morning than the afternoon we may 

switch the AM/PM programme but this will be decided AFTER the moth traps are 

opened at Leighton Moss. 

 You are welcome to bring a packed lunch or take advantage of the fresh food 

available at Leighton Moss.  

NOTE. For the guided walk you will need outdoor clothing and good footwear. 

There is a moderately steep slope to the top of the ‘Knott’ but the views at the top 

are spectacular! For further information contact Chris Winnick on 01539 728254 
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‘SAVING OUR RARE BUTTERFLIES OF LANCASTER AND CUMBRIA’....A   
CONFERENCE HELD AT LANCASTER UNIVERSITY 11/03/17  

Several years ago I organised a butterfly conference at Lancaster University 
as part of their ‘Heritage Programme’. I had been waiting for an excuse to 
hold another when Dr Andrew Wilby and Dr. Rosa Menendez invited a 
group of butterfly enthusiasts to the university last autumn to see 
presentations by  students on their research into the Pearl and Small Pearl-
bordered Fritillaries of Warton Crag. Liz Davidson, Lydia Atkinson and Kate 
Blomfield were informative, interesting and enthusiastic and their 
presentations were so well received that it was a ‘must’ to organise a day 
event to show case their work and the work of others in BC to a wider 
audience. 

Over the next few months Tom Dunbar. Martin Wain and Chris Winnick 
from BC met with Andrew, Rosa and Liz Atkinson from the University to plan 
the conference. We knew that David Wainwright had completed his 
research into Fritillary habitat changes 2004-2016 and that a further three 
students had just started to plan MSc and PhD research into High Brown 
and other Fritillaries and into the Scotch Argus. We were also delighted 
when Matthew Oates, lead NT conservation officer and well known author 
and broadcaster, agreed to be our special guest speaker. With Chris, Tom, 
Martin and Rosa also giving presentations we felt able to put on an 
interesting programme that would offer something to everyone. 

Did we succeed? The lack of raked seating was an issue and the very full 
programme was always going to be ‘pushed for time’ but judging from the 
50 evaluation forms returned the overwhelming view was ‘when are we 
going to have another’! In terms of numbers all the original 80 places 
allocated were taken within two weeks.....mainly thanks to all those in 
Lancashire and Cumbria who opened their dotmailer messages and voted 
with their feet. We increased capacity  [at the expense of view from the 
back] and with more advertising could probably have filled 130 places 
rather than the 100 delegates that pre-booked.  

Lessons have been learnt but with so much good will and support i am sure 
we will plan another. BC and Lancashire University have been building up a 
really positive relationship for several years and it is a delight to work with 
talented and enthusiastic students. I know it is considered ‘risky’ to name 
individuals but Martin Wain has done a tremendous job on building the BC-
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For several years staff at Lancaster University have had a very fruitful 
collaboration with Butterfly Conservation on projects relating to butterfly 
and moth ecology and conservation in the Arnside and Silverdale area. This 
has provided a fantastic opportunity for our under-graduate and post-
graduate students to work alongside agencies such as Butterfly 
Conservation, the RSPB, the Wildlife Trusts and the AONB on projects of 
real conservation significance.  This meeting, hosted jointly by Butterfly 
Conservation and Lancaster Environment Centre, was an opportunity for us 
to disseminate our recent research findings to a large audience of varied 
stakeholders including land managers, butterfly recorders, volunteers 
students and other interested parties.  It was also an ideal forum to receive 
up-to-date information on population trends and habitat management in 
the North West from our colleagues in Butterfly Conservation and the 
National Trust.  The event proved to be both a valuable training experience 
for our students and a mechanism to help us build collaborative networks 
for future research.  The meeting was a huge success and we hope this is 
the first of many similar meetings in the future.   
 
Andy Wilby and Rosa Menendez (Lancaster Environment Centre, Lancaster 
University) 
 
The 3 students that gave presentations have contributed outlines of their 
work, below. 

Lancaster University relationship and Tom Dunbar did ‘everything’ be it 
posters, signage, programmes, video loops and most importantly keeping 
me almost sane at times! A big ‘thank you’ to all who made this event 
possible. I want to leave you with one of the many comments we received 
that made this so worthwhile.  Chris Winnick. 

 ‘Just a quick note of thanks for the very well presented seminar....John and 
I thought it a well worthwhile and informative trip [they came from NW 
Cumbria]. I think that the nature of events such as that are great moral 
boosters and serve to motivate us foot soldiers to try even more’! Keith. 
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The impact of conservation management on habitat suitability for the 
pearl-bordered fritillary and the small pearl-bordered 

My undergraduate project has focused on the responses of the pearl-

bordered and small pearl-bordered fritillaries to changes in habitat following 

bracken and scrub management. Fieldwork, at Warton Crag Local Nature 

Reserve, involved habitat assessments and timed counts of adult butterflies 

within management plots. 

The pearl-bordered and small pearl-bordered fritillaries occupied different 

niches, with the former recorded most frequently in the scrub plots while 

the latter was most abundant in the bracken plots. The abundance of the 

pearl-bordered fritillary was positively influenced by scrub management, 

which produced valuable habitat for this species in the early successional 

stages. Violet abundance alone did not regulate this butterflies’ abundance, 

rather, it was found to be negatively related to the frequency of its larval 

food plant. This highlights the specificity of the larval niche, reinforcing the 

idea that targeted management must focus on delivering suitable habitat in 

addition to the provision of the larval food plant. Typically, this involves the 

growth of violets in a short sward with leaf litter providing a warm 

microclimate for larval development. 

Although the abundance of the small pearl-bordered fritillary was not 

significantly affected by the successional stage of the vegetation, it was 

positively associated with grass cover and other live vegetation and 

negatively related to bracken cover. This may reflect its cooler thermal 

requirements for larval development. Its greater abundance on the bracken 

field, associated with a grassy sward and the notable presence of bluebells, 

may be indicative of a decline in habitat suitability for the high brown and 

pearl-bordered fritillaries. Indeed, the low abundance of the pearl-bordered 

fritillary on the bracken field suggests that it is no longer a suitable breeding 

habitat for this butterfly. 

Kate Blomfield 
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Population Structure and Dispersal of the Pearl-bordered and Small 

Pearl-bordered Fritillaries on Warton Crag Nature Reserve 

 

My project aims to estimate the population size and assess the population 

structure of both species, assess the extent of dispersal and gain an insight 

into their dispersal behaviour, and explore the temporal dynamics of the 

populations using UKBMS data. I carried out a mark, release, recapture 

(MRR) study from May to July 2016. The first year’s data showed the two 

species have different population structures and dispersal behaviour on 

Warton Crag. While the Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary was found to be quite 

widespread and mobile, the Pearl-bordered Fritillary was found to exist as a 

metapopulation of three small colonies which, due to their small size, are 

vulnerable to extinction due to stochastic environmental or demographic 

changes.  

Metapopulation persistence depends on the colonies being well-connected 

so that declining populations can be rescued by immigration and new 

habitat patches can be colonised. Worryingly for the Pearl-bordered 

Fritillary on Warton Crag, the 2016 MRR study showed very little movement 

between the colonies, suggesting the colonies are spatially isolated. The 

MRR results also showed the colonies are temporally separated with 

butterflies emerging earlier on the lower, warmer slopes than higher up 

which could increase their isolation. As dispersal events can vary between 

years, I am carrying out a second MRR this year and I’m exploring the 

relationship between population growth rate and the local densities of the 

colonies using UKBMS transect data. 

Liz Davidson 
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Ecological Niche Use by Pearl-bordered and Small Pearl-bordered 
Fritillaries 

Biodiversity is being lost at a high rate due to anthropogenic induced 
environmental change and butterflies are particularly at risk due to their 
high sensitivity. For example, habitat loss and degradation are major 
causes of specialist butterfly declines due to factors such as larval food plant 
specializations. Two species of UK Fritillary, the Pearl-bordered Fritillary 
(Boloria euphrosyne) and the Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary (Boloria selene) 
have suffered severe declines in the past 20 years. The Morecambe Bay 
Limestones Region is a stronghold for the species, yet populations there are 
still experiencing decline. There is a lack of knowledge surrounding the local 
habitat preferences of the two species for oviposition and nectaring and 
a better understanding of their requirements could be key to producing 
targeted conservation action. It is in this context that I undertook an 
investigation into these habitat preferences on Warton Crag, a key part of 
the Morecambe Bay Limestones Region. I walked transects, followed any 
individual butterflies found and measured environmental variables at the 
points that they oviposited and nectared. On analysing the data I found 
that B. euphrosyne and B. selene were using different niches. They 
oviposited and nectared on different plant species and in habitats with 
different characteristics. The characteristics of these habitats were 
consistent with those typically associated with these species in the 
literature. For oviposition, B. euphrosyne preferred slightly warmer areas in 
an earlier successional stage, with high cover of bare ground, litter and 
bracken whereas B. selene preferred a higher cover of grass and live 
vegetation. Violets were important in the choice of oviposition sites for both 
species. B. selene selected points near violet patches but B. euphrosyne 
preferred areas with significantly more violets. Litter presence and high litter 
depths were also revealed to be key variables for B. euphrosyne when 
choosing oviposition points. Additionally, B. selene clearly preferred to 
oviposit in a taller sward and B. euphrosyne a shorter sward. Nectaring 
results were similar except that bracken and litter appeared less important 
for both species. B. euphrosyne selected nectaring points with high numbers 
of flowering heads and B. selene preferred to nectar in a taller sward with 
higher litter depths than B. euphrosyne. These findings will hopefully give a 
clearer local picture of how these species are using their habitat and inform 
habitat management on Warton Crag.  

Lydia Atkinson 
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LANCASHIRE BRANCH LIBRARY 

Our committee member Derrick Smith has looked after our butterfly books 

for many years. Despite attempts to generate more interest....the books are 

there for you to borrow....demand has been low. He has asked me if i would 

look after the books in the hope that i can ‘drum up’ more interest......so let 

me know if you would like a list of books or if you want to research any 

particular butterfly topic. I am conscious that I am based along way from 

many...in Kendal...but if you are ever passing through give me a ring on 

01539 728254 to arrange to call round and i would be happy to help. Also if 

you are picking up a book [donated books also welcome] I should be able to 

arrange collection from Lancaster. I will have the books displayed at our 

Open Day on Saturday  8th July at RSPB Leighton Moss. 

Three of my favourite books from the library are 

‘The Aurelian Legacy-British Butterflies and their Collectors’ by Michael 

Salmon. This 420 page tome includes a short history of butterfly collecting in 

Britain, brief biographies of 101 deceased lepidopterists, accounts of 

selected species of historical interest and an appraisal of the effect of 

collecting and current conservation policies. 

‘The Butterflies of Britain & Ireland’ by Jeremy Thomas & Richard 

Lewington. This 1st ed.[1991] has been updated twice recently but is still a 

great read. Excellent text and remarkable painted illustrations make this a 

joy. Not a field guide or a ‘coffee table’ book.....just the best. 

‘A Cornwall Butterfly Atlas’ by John Watcher, John Worth & Adrian Spalding. 

We have several regional guides and this is one of the best. If you are 

heading down to Cornwall on holiday why not use this book to plan visits to 

see Marsh, Heath and Small-pearl Bordered Fritillaries and Silver-studded 

Blue? 

Chris Winnick 
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LANCASHIRE BUTTERFLY CONSERVATION HELPS FUND GROUND-BREAKING 
NEW MICRO MOTH BOOK: ‘MICRO-MOTH FIELD TIPS’ 

You will see from the article on the following page that Ben Smart from the 
Lancashire and Cheshire Fauna Society has just finished writing a new 230 
page book on how to find early larval stages of Micro-moths. Ben, who is 
recognised as a leading national expert in this field, has provided detailed 
text on 174 species of Micro-Moth and photographs on 314 species found in 
Lancashire and Cheshire.  [With 1000 photographs in total]  

I have looked at early proof pages and it is clear that this book will be of 
great assistance to the growing number of entomologists who seek new and 
clearly set out information on this fascinating topic.  

To keep costs down and to meet expected demand a larger print run had to 
be funded and so when invited Lancashire Butterfly Conservation were 
pleased to invest half of the production costs. This book will appeal to moth 
enthusiasts well beyond the North-West of England so if you would like to 
take advantage of the special pre-publication discount we ask that you 
follow the guidance provided below to secure a copy of this exciting new 
book. 

A Brown Hairstreak Update 

The species seems well established at Gait Barrows and at nearby 
Coldwell Parrock. A small number of eggs have also been found at close-
by RSPB Back Wood grid ref SD478781. 

 A number of activities have been planned for 2017 

 attempts to locate larvae (June) 

 sessions to locate ‘assembly’ trees used by adults after emergence 
(late July/early August) 
group searches to locate egg laying females (August/early September) 

These activities will be in addition to two field trips on August 12th and 
19th to locate adults. Start time will be dependent on prevailing weather 
conditions (adults can be on the wing early am in very good weather). 

If interested please register at tomdunbar@sky.com 
Finalised details will then be circulated to respondents nearer the time 

as well as any other relevant BrH information. 

mailto:tomdunbar@sky.com
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Lancashire & Cheshire Fauna Society 

and Lancashire Butterfly Conservation 
Micro Moth Field Tips - Pre-publication Offer 

The Lancashire and Cheshire Fauna Society are pleased to 
announce the forthcoming publication 

“Micro-moth Field Tips”  

- an introduction to finding the early signs of micro moth 
larvae throughout the year.  

The authoritative accounts written by Ben Smart, who is rapidly becoming well-
renowned for his expertise in this area, are arranged in a chronological sequence 
to enable moth enthusiasts to indulge in their passion throughout the year. 

Over 170 species found in the vice-counties of Lancashire and Cheshire are 
documented as illustrated below. There are hundreds of Ben’s excellent images 
to aid in the identification of these micro-lepidoptera and the information has a 
relevance far beyond the boundaries of Lancashire and Cheshire. 

The publication is being co-funded by two charities, L&CFS and Butterfly 
Conservation, and it has been agreed that the 220 page booklet will be on the 
shelves in Summer 2017 with a selling price of just £16 (plus P&P). 
However we are offering a 25% discount prepublication price of just £12 plus £2 
P&P to members and the mothing community at large between now and 15th 
May. 
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Text example: 

Coptotriche marginea 

Tischeriidae:   10,003 Coptotriche marginea (Haworth, 1828) 

Foodplant:      Bramble (Rubus spp.) 

Life Cycle: Larva: Sept to March, July:Adult: May to June, Aug 

Distribution:   Common in England, Wales, southern Scotland and Ireland 

Common in VC58, 59 and less so in VC60. 

Photo details:      Feeding signs from Chorlton, Manchester        VC59:  04.01.15 
(85) 

Mines of this species are found on bramble throughout the year.  The larva within 
feeds over much of the winter periods, although stops eating in the coldest 
weather.  The mine begins as a white gallery, leading to a broader, pale brown 
funnel-shaped blotch.  A hole is made in the lower epidermis of the leaf to allow 
frass to be ejected.  The larva creates a silk-lined tunnel within the mine.  
Contraction of this silk may cause the leaf to fold around the mine as it develops.  
First generation larvae pupate within the mine in April:  the second generation in 
July.  If attempting to rear it is probably best to defer collecting the mine until 
later in the season, to prevent the leaf drying out before the completion of larval 
feeding.  Once mines are brought into warmer conditions, the adults may emerge 
somewhat early. 

Where present, the mine is easy to detect, and to separate from the more 
common Stigmella aurella (p202), which forms a long gallery mine.  If there is any 
doubt, hold the mine up to the light and the relatively large, black-headed larva of 
marginea can be seen within the mine. 

A similar species and fellow bramble feeder, Coptotriche heinemanni, is much 
more localised, being found at just a few sites in southern England.  The mine of 
heinemanni is much less contracted than that of marginea.  The adult differs too, 
having plain brown forewings. 

To take advantage of this offer – see overleaf  
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To take advantage of this offer, and many are keen to do so from what we’ve 
heard, contact us by one of the following methods: 

By mail, please send your name, address and a cheque for £14 made payable to 
“L&CFS” to Rob Yates, 68 Shore Road, Hesketh Bank, Preston PR4 6RD. 

Alternatively, if you wish to make a bank transfer, email us 
at  MMFieldTips@butterflyconservation. 

or call Rob on 07542 942052 to give your name and address and we’ll give you the 
necessary bank details as well as a reference number so that we can match 
your payments. I’m afraid we cannot take card payments. 

Any general enquiries can be made to the e-mail address above. 

The draft publication has been peer reviewed by several leading names in the 
mothing world and all, without exception, are eagerly awaiting its publication. 
We’re sure you’ll be delighted with this highly affordable and authoritative 
booklet so please take advantage of this offer! 

Dave Bickerton 
Lancashire & Cheshire Fauna Society 

Your email address 

Is your email up to date with Butterfly Conservation 

Butterfly Conservation Head Office maintains a secure database of 
members’ email addresses. This includes the email address you registered 

when you first joined BC.  

Please ensure yours is up to date to avoid missing out on important 
branch communications. 

Contact 01929 406015 Email: membership@butterfly-conservation.org 

to register any updates 

mailto:membership@butterfly-conservation.org
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And Now for Something Completely Different... Bats 

There are over 1,200 species of bat worldwide and they account for nearly 20% of 

all the mammal species on earth. They vary enormously in size, from the tiny 

Bumblebee bat (Craseonycteris thonglongyai) which is the smallest mammal in 

the world and weighs less than 2g to the incredible Giant Golden-crowned flying 

fox (Acerodon jubatus) which weighs 1.2kg! There is even a Pied Butterfly bat 

(Glauconycteris superba) which is found in Africa and can resemble a dead leaf 

when hung up amongst the branches of a tree. Bats around the world have 

evolved into different niches to reduce competition for resources such as roosting 

sites and food. Their diverse dietary habits include bats that are insectivores, 

carnivores, frugivores (fruit-eating), piscivores (fish-eating), nectarivores  (nectar-

drinking) and sanguinavores (blood-drinking). As a result of their different feeding 

preferences, bats provide many important services and there are over 500 

species of plant that are reliant on bats to pollinate them including cocoa, banana 

and agave (which is used to make tequila)! In the USA it has been calculated that 

bats provide over $1 billion in pest control services each year by eating species 

such as corn earworm (moths that damage crops) and pecan nut case-bearer 

moths. 

There are 18 species of bat living in the UK plus a number of vagrant species 

which occasionally visit from the Continent. In Lancashire, 9 species of bat have 

been recorded regularly. All of the UK bat species are insectivorous and between 

them they consume a wide variety of insects including mosquitoes, biting midges, 

small wasps, winged ants, spiders, moths and butterflies. As bats are nocturnal 

and therefore fly at night, they use echolocation (a sophisticated sonar system) to 

hunt for their insect prey. The smallest UK bats are Common pipistrelle 

(Pipistrellus pipistrellus) and Soprano pipistrelle (Pipistrellus pygmaeus) which 

weigh between 3g – 8g but although they are tiny, each pipistrelle can consume 

up to 3,000 biting midges every night! Brown long-eared bats (Plecotus auritus) 

are known as the ‘whispering bats’ because although they do echolocate, their 

calls are very quiet compared to other species and instead they use their huge 

ears to listen for noises that insects make. They will catch insects ‘on the wing’ 

but they often fly slowly and glean stationary insects from the underside of leaves 

or branches such as moths and butterflies. Smaller insects are eaten whilst flying 

but Brown long-eared bats often favour a feeding perch, where they take moths 
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and butterflies to, before hanging up and dispatching their prey. Perches are 

frequently found in barns or porches and can be characterised by accumulations of 

discarded butterfly and moth wings beneath the perch. There is little nutritional 

value within the wings of Lepidoptera so just the “juicy” bodies are eaten after the 

wings have been neatly removed. The wings of Peacock (Aglais io), Red Admiral 

(Vanessa atalanta), Small Tortoiseshell (Aglais urticae) and Large Yellow 

Underwings (Noctua pronuba) are most often found beneath brown long-eared 

feeding perches. Swallows (Hirundo rustica) will also predate these species of 

Lepidoptera and leave scattered wings in barns but if there are no swallow nests 

located within the barn, there is a good chance that bats are responsible.  

However, certain species of Lepidoptera are fighting back, such as the tiger moth 

species (Bertholdia trigona) that is native to the Arizona Desert and has the ability 

to detect and then jam a bats’ sonar signal by emitting ultrasonic clicking sounds 

and then hopefully make its escape!  

So next time you’re sat out in your garden on a warm summers evening enjoying a 

glass of wine, raise a toast to the unseen midge-munchers that are helping reduce 

the number of biting gnats and midges that live in your area. 
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Filming Butterflies – an interview with Chris Atherton 
 
Lancashire Butterfly Conservation member Chris Atherton has been 
filming and documenting butterflies in his local area.  So far Chris has 
documented 23 local species and is uploading new videos on a regular 
basis. You can view and subscribe to his ‘Lancashire Butterflies’ YouTube 
channel at: https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCfExRpBnX1dsS09C6WNOQ4Q 

In this article Chris shares his top tips for filming butterflies. 

How did you get into filming butterflies? 

Being new to butterflying, the last four years have been an inspiration.  
The pursuit of butterflies has taken me to some of the most picturesque 
parts of the county.  We have an allotment and we were first drawn to 
butterflies when we started to learn more about their associations with 
plants.  As we started to grow more butterfly friendly plants it was 
amazing to see how many butterflies arrived in the garden.  Not content 
with butterflies on the allotment, we soon became intrigued with seeing 
rarer butterflies across Lancashire.  We started to read up about habitats 
and butterfly hotspots and the right times of year to see different species.  
After spending an amazing day observing Common Blue butterflies I 
decided it was time to start filming my butterfly sightings.   

What kind of gear do you recommend? 

If you don’t like carrying heavy bags and prefer a lightweight option that 
fits in your pocket, I would recommend using a smartphone that films in 
1080p HD resolution (or even better 4k resolution).  I use the ‘Samsung 
Galaxy Note 4’ smartphone which has a large 5.7” screen. The videos it 
produces look very sharp and have great definition.  It’s easy to focus by 
simply clicking on the screen with your finger. I made lots of videos with 
this phone last year and the quality is stunning.  No doubt lots of other 
smartphones are just as good, but I can only speak from experience.  Also, 
make sure you set your phone to record videos in the highest resolution 
available. 

I’ve recently started filming with a Nikon D5300 DSLR camera.  This 
camera produces more professional results than a smartphone, but it’s 
also a lot heavier to carry around and you need a large bag to 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCfExRpBnX1dsS09C6WNOQ4Q
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCfExRpBnX1dsS09C6WNOQ4Q
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accommodate a choice of lenses and 
tripod (which means I don’t have as 
much room to carry around snacks 
and cream cakes!) It’s worth it 
though as you can use different 
lenses, such as a telephoto lens 
which allows you to zoom in on 
butterflies without physically getting 
too close (also useful for filming 
butterflies in trees).  As with any 

camera, getting to know your equipment is key and it’s worth investing time 
reading up on how it works.  There are lots of informative videos about 
camera settings on YouTube and I found these really helpful when I was 
getting started.  So far, the DSLR has been great for filming but it did take 
quite a bit of time learning and practising before I got good results and I’m 
certainly no expert.  I find using a tripod helps to get nice steady shots, 
especially with some of the larger and heavier lenses. 

Any other tips? 

My advice would be to practise filming butterflies in your garden first, to 
help you build up confidence before venturing out to other locations.  
Buddleias are great for attracting butterflies and practising your filming 
skills.  It’s important to approach butterflies slowly so that they don’t get 
scared and fly off (watch out for casting a shadow on them too).  I often find 
the best thing is to go to the right location, sit still and allow the butterflies 
to come to you.  As well as filming, we submit our butterfly sightings to 
Butterfly Conservation and are taking part in our first Wider Countryside 
Butterfly Survey this summer. 

If you decide to try out some filming 
good luck with it.  I hope you found 
this information useful, but please 
feel free to contact me through my 
YouTube account ‘Lancashire 
Butterflies’ if you have any questions 
(https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCfExRpBnX1dsS09C6WNOQ4Q).  
Have a great summer! 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCfExRpBnX1dsS09C6WNOQ4Q
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCfExRpBnX1dsS09C6WNOQ4Q
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Field Trips 2017 
For all outdoor events participants should bring suitable outdoor clothing, 
waterproofs and boots or similar. Bring a packed lunch for whole day 
events, and sun cream and plenty of water in hot weather. For evening 
moth etc. events bring clothing as above plus a good torch with new / 
recharged batteries. General safety advice will be given before all our 
events but we ask all who attend to take personal responsibility for their 
own safety and possessions and to pay special regard to trip hazards and 
the likely presence of ticks. If you require further information or wish to 
check whether an event has been postponed or cancelled due to poor 
weather, please contact the walk leader or contact before setting out. 
Lancashire members are welcome to attend any of the Cumbria events as 
listed on their web-site. Contact Chris Winnick if you require further 
details.  
 
Spring specials, Forest of Bowland 
Thursday 11 May 10:30 – 14:00 
Lancs Branch 
Target species: Green hairstreak, Emperor moth (using pheromone lures) 
and bilberry bumblebee. 
Directions: Meet at car park nr. Langden Brook, Grid ref SD633512. Walk 
will be moderately steep (though only half of it uphill. Landowner 
requests NO DOGS due to ground-nesting birds. 
Contact: Dave Wainwright 01388488428 or 07709278407 or 
dwainwright@butterfly-conservation.org 
 
Butterflies of  St Werburgh's / Fallowfield Loop, Chorlton, Manchester 
Sat 20th May 2017 11.00am-1.00pm - Alternative date if weather is 
unsuitable: Sun 21st May 2017 
Target: Spring Butterflies: Orange Tip, Brimstone, Holly Blue, Whites 
Description: Easy walk out and back along Fallowfield loop cycleway 
passing several butterfly hotspots. Tarmac path, fully wheelchair 
accessible by Metro. 
Meet at: St Werburgh's Metrolink Station Grid Ref SJ825935 
Travel – Ideal access by Metrolink (St Werburghs Stn,), cheap day and 
family weekend saver tickets available. Car Parking in local residential 
roads.  
Leader: Dave Coleman, Luke Blazejewski, Virginia Harvey 
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Contact Dave Coleman: 07801 495781 
Registration is necessary by email at dave@ridgewalk.co.uk to receive 
confirmation of start-time and event confirmation due to weather. 
 
The Butterflies of Warton Crag 
Tuesday 23 May 10:00 – 14:00 
Joint event: Butterfly Conservation Cumbria & Lancashire branches and 
Kendal Natural History Society 
Target species: Pearl-bordered and possibly early Small Pearl-bordered 
Fritillaries; Dingy Skipper; Green Hairstreak; Small Heath, and possible other 
spring species. 
Directions: Meet at Warton Quarry car park, Grid ref SD491723 
Contact: Chris Winnick 01539 728254 
 
The Butterflies of Farrer’s Allotment, Whitbarrow 
Thursday 1 June 10:00 – 14:00 
Joint event: Butterfly Conservation Cumbria & Lancashire branches 
Target species: Pearl-bordered and Small Pearl-bordered Fritillaries 
Directions: Park just beyond Ravens Lodge Farm at grid ref SD460853 
Contact: Chris Winnick 01539 728254 
 
Lancashire Members are invited to attend 

Cumbria Branch Open Day and Annual General Meeting 2017  
Saturday 3 June 2017  
Venue: Blackwood Farm, Braithwaite.  All welcome, including non-
members. 
Directions: On the A66 heading west from Keswick pass left turnings to 
Braithwaite. After Braithwaite, the farm buildings are on the right (about 
1km). An advance parking sign warns of the approaching right turn. Park 
(car share if possible) just inside the metal gate adjacent to the events 
building. Grid ref: NY232248. 
If the weather dictates we may 'flip' the programme by walking round the 
farm first. Either way suggest boots AND wellingtons as it can be very wet 
under foot! 
This is our PREMIER EVENT of the year. Please come if you can. If you have 
been before we know you will want to return! 
Programme09.45-10.45 Opening of overnight moth traps with 

opportunities for photography. 

Chris Winnick, Branch Chairman. 
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10.45-11.30 An illustrated talk on the Cumbria Marsh Fritillary 
Reintroduction Programme by Steve Doyle. 
11.45-12.30 An illustrated talk on The Moths of Cumbria by Martin Tordoff. 
12.30-13.00 Lunch. 
13.00-13.45 AGM (BC members only). 
13.45-15.45 Guided walk around this very special site to see Marsh and 
Small Pearl-bordered Fritillaries and Forester Moths. In the past we have 
also seen Osprey, Kingfisher and rare marsh flora 
 
Butterflies of  Salford and the Irwell Valley 
Sat 10th June 2017 11.00am-1.00pm - Alternative date if weather is 
unsuitable: Sun 11th June 2017 
Target: Common Blue (m&f), Tortoiseshell, Small and Large Skippers. 
Description: Short walk down and along banks of river Irwell, some rough 
paths and uneven ground so may not be wheelchair accessible. Contact 
organiser for advice. 
Meet:  
Outside Salford University Maxwell Building / Salford Museum & Art Gallery 
SJ820987  
Travel – Train to Salford Crescent Station (3 mins walk), Short walk from 
Manchester city centre, Bus stops on Salford Crescent outside. A small 
amount of  paid car parking incl disabled parking outside museum see: 
http://www.salfordcommunityleisure.co.uk/culture/locations/salford-
museum   
Leader: Luke Blazejewski, Dave Coleman, Virginia Harvey 
Contact Dave Coleman: 07801 495781 
Registration is necessary by email at dave@ridgewalk.co.uk to receive 
confirmation of start-time and event confirmation due to weather. 
 
Butterflies of  Heysham Nature Reserve and Heysham Moss 
Saturday 24th June 10:00 a.m.- 16:00 p.m. - Alternative date if weather is 
unsuitable 25th June  
Target: common summer butterfly and moth species at the Nature Reserve, 
morning, Large Heath at Heysham Moss in the afternoon 
Meet at: Heysham Nature Reserve car park (free) 10am Grid ref. SD 407 601 
For further details goto: http://www.lancswt.org.uk/reserves/heysham-
nature-reserve.  Afternoon session meet at SD422613  85-91 Meldon Road 
LA32 Access to Heysham Moss is nearby. 

mailto:tomdunbar@sky.com
http://www.lancswt.org.uk/reserves/heysham-nature-reserve
http://www.lancswt.org.uk/reserves/heysham-nature-reserve
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Further details goto: http://www.lancswt.org.uk/reserves/heysham-moss 
Leader: Barbara Crooks 
Contact Tom Dunbar 07740930035 
Registration is necessary by email at tomdunbar@sky.com to enable  
confirmation to you of finalised date. 
 
Butterfly Walk at Ainsdale NNR  
3rd July 2017. 12.00 -15.00   Ron Moyes 
Ron Moyes will lead a walk around the Ainsdale NNR on the Sefton Coast.  
Target species include Dark green Fritillary, Grayling and Forester. 
Anyone interested in attending should contact Alex Parsons on 01704 
833538 or email apar67819@gmail.com for final details of parking 
arrangements.  
Directions. Ainsdale NNR is accessed from the Coastal Road, 
Woodvale  SD303113. 
Off A565 at Woodvale, south of Ainsdale, Merseyside 
 
 
Butterflies of  Devonshire Road Rock Gardens, Blackpool 
Saturday 15th July 10:00a.m.- 14:00 p.m.- Alternative date if weather is 
unsuitable: Sunday 16th July 10:00- 14:00 
Target: White-letter Hairstreak and other summer species 
Meet at: main entrance, Devonshire Road Blackpool Postcode FY20RB  
(opposite junction with Shaftesbury Avenue close to Golf Club) Grid ref. 
SD315385 
Parking in local roads 
Leader: Derrick Smith 
Contact Tom Dunbar 07740930035 
Registration is necessary by email at tomdunbar@sky.com to enable 
confirmation to you of finalised date. 
 
Butterflies of  Rossendale various sites 
Saturday 22nd July - Alternative date if weather is unsuitable Sunday 23rd 
July 10:00 a.m.- 16:00 p.m. 
Target: White-letter Hairstreak 
Meet at: Hugh Mill Business Park, Cowpe Road Waterfoot Rossendale (off 
Bacup Road) Grid ref. SD834217  
We will carshare to several other sites 

http://www.lancswt.org.uk/reserves/heysham-moss
mailto:tomdunbar@sky.com
mailto:apar67819@gmail.com
mailto:tomdunbar@sky.com
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Further map details goto:  
https://www.google.co.uk/maps/@53.6919711,-2.2518867,229m/data=!
3m1!1e3  
Leader: Kevin Lister/ John Hallsworth/ Tom Dunbar 
Contact Tom Dunbar 07740930035 
Registration is necessary by email at tomdunbar@sky.com to enable 
confirmation to you of finalised date. 
Contact Martin Tordoff 01539 735935, 07981 348148  
 
The Butterflies of Yealand Hall Allotment and Myers Allotment 
Saturday, 29th July, 10:30 - 12:30 at Yealand and 14:00– 16:00 at Myers. 
Target species include White-letter Hairstreak at Yealand and Purple 
Hairstreak at Myers. 
Lunch will be at RSPB Leighton Moss and we will reconvene at 14:00 at 
Myers Allotment, a 5 minute walk from Leighton Moss. 
Directions: Meet at Yealand Hall Allotment at 10:30, in the lay-by near the T
-junction in Yealand Storrs, at Grid ref SD493762. 
Contact: Dave Wrigley 01524 805527.    
 
Butterflies of  Lytham St Annes Sand Dunes 
Saturday 5th August  10:00- 14:00 
Alternative date if weather is unsuitable: 
Sunday 6th August 
Target: Grayling and other summer butterfly species 
Meet at: Lancs Wildlife Trust Hut 606 Clifton Drive North, Lytham St Annes  
(opposite Thursby Home) Grid Ref. SD310307 
Parking is available in local roads 
Leader: Tom Dunbar 
Contact Tom Dunbar 07740930035 
Registration is necessary by email at tomdunbar@sky.com to enable 
confirmation to you of finalised date. 
 
Brown Hairstreak Adult Search at Gait Barrows and Coldwell Parrock 
Saturday 12th August - Alternative date if weather is unsuitable: Monday 
14th August 
Target: Brown Hairstreak on Assembly Trees 
Meet at Gait Barrows members car park 
Leader: Tom Dunbar 
Contact Tom Dunbar 07740930035 

mailto:tomdunbar@sky.com
mailto:tomdunbar@sky.com
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Registration is necessary by email at tomdunbar@sky.com to enable 
confirmation to you of finalised date. Extra searches will take place on 
other dates which will be notified by email if you register. 
 
Butterflies of Witherslack Woodlands and Howe Ridding Wood, Cumbria 
Joint with Cumbria Wildlife Trust 
Sunday 13 August 10:00-14:00 
Target species: Silver-washed, High Brown and Dark Green Fritillaries, 
Common Blue 
Directions: Meet at “The Kennels” next to Witherslack Hall School, at grid 
ref SD436859 
Contact:  Chris Winnick 01539 728254 
Late Summer Butterflies of  Stretford and Urmston Meadows 
Sun 20th Aug 2017 11.00am-2.00pm - Possible alternative date if weather is 
unsuitable: Sun 27th Aug 2017 
Target: Gatekeeper, Meadow Brown, 2nd brood Holly Blue, Small Skipper, 
Burnet Moths, possibly Small Heath! Also high likelihood of Odonata along 
Kickety Brook. 
Description: Walk based along National Cycleway NCN62 , with forays into 
wild grassland meadows.  
Meet:   Meeting Point to be confirmed due to access issues, but walk likely 
to be lead from Stretford Metrolink Station SJ798943, (11.00am) along 
Bridgewater Canal to actual walk start at Kickety Brook SJ789936 (est 
11.30am). 
Travel – Metro to Stretford Metro Station (1km walk to start.) Considerate 
car-parking on Elm Drive and residential roads to north of SJ789936 walk 
start.  
Access: Cycleway is a gravel un-metalled path with changes of gradient and 
surface, but wheelchair accessible. Optional meadow sections are uneven 
involving waist length grassland and not wheelchair accessible. Please 
contact the walk leader for access advice regarding the initial Bridgewater 
canal section as disabled access to Kickety Brook from canal is weather/
undergrowth dependent! 
Leader: Dave Coleman, Luke Blazejewski, Virginia Harvey 
Contact Dave Coleman: 07801 495781 
Registration is necessary by email at dave@ridgewalk.co.uk to receive 
confirmation of start-time and event confirmation due to weather and 
ESSENTIAL if you want confirmation of start points. 

mailto:tomdunbar@sky.com
mailto:tomdunbar@sky.com
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Autumn Butterflies of  Stretford and Urmston Meadows – The Return! 
Sat 2nd Sep 2017 11.00am-2.00pm - Possible alternative date if weather is 
unsuitable: Sat 9th Sep 2017 
Target: Gatekeeper, Meadow Brown, Burnet Moths and others, also 
likelihood of Odonata along Kickety Brook. 
Description: Another go at this walk based along National Cycleway NCN62 , 
with forays into wild grassland meadows – This is normally a good “autumn 
site” so what we see will depend on what kind of summer we have had... 
Meet:   Meeting Point to be confirmed due to access issues, but walk likely 
to be lead from Stretford Metrolink Station SJ798943, (11.00am) along 
Bridgewater Canal to actual walk start at Kickety Brook SJ789936 (est 
11.30am). 
Travel – Metro to Stretford Metro Station (1km walk to start.) Considerate 
car-parking on Elm Drive and residential roads to north of SJ789936 walk 
start.  
Access: Cycleway is a gravel un-metalled path with changes of gradient and 
surface, but wheelchair accessible. Optional meadow sections are uneven 
involving waist length grassland and not wheelchair accessible. Please 
contact the walk leader for access advice regarding the initial Bridgewater 
canal section as disabled access to Kickety Brook from canal is weather/
undergrowth dependent! 
Leader: Dave Coleman, Luke Blazejewski, Virginia Harvey 
Contact Dave Coleman: 07801 495781 
Registration is necessary by email at dave@ridgewalk.co.uk to receive 
confirmation of start-time and event confirmation due to weather and 
ESSENTIAL if you want confirmation of start points. 
 
Open Moth night. Friday 13th October 2017 at Altcar MOD Training Camp 
near Liverpool. Richard Walker 
With suitable weather I will be running two or three MV moth traps here 
and interested individuals can book a place either as spectators or if they 
have a trap and generator are welcome to bring their own equipment. As 
this is a military site certain conditions are required. Simply put, no entry 
without a pre agreement with the Camp Commandant via me,an Id of either 
a Driving Licence or Passport and entry as part of this group. Arrive late and 
you are unlikely to be let in. I cannot at the moment give a time for meeting 
at the Guard House. Nearer the date I will confirm the event, place and time 

mailto:tomdunbar@sky.com
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with those who show their interest by getting in contact with me with E-mail 
and telephone number please.  rbkvwalker@gmail.com 
 
Open Moth Night. Saturday 14th October 2017 at Formby National Trust 
Offices, Blundell Avenue, Formby.   Richard Walker 
With suitable weather I will be running two or three MV moth traps here 
and interested individuals can book a place either as spectators or if they 
have a trap and generator of their own are welcome to bring their 
equipment. An external power source is also available for those without a 
generator. Nearer the date I will confirm the event, place and time with 
those who show their interest by getting in contact with me. 
rbkvwalker@gmail.com . Please give E-mail and telephone number 
 
Open Moth Night. Sunday 15th October 2017 at Ainsdale Discovery Centre, 
Southport. Richard Walker 
With suitable weather I will be running two or three MV moth traps here 
and interested individuals can book a place either as spectators or if they 
have a trap and generator of their own are welcome to bring their 
equipment. Nearer the date I will confirm the event, place and time with 
those who show their interest by getting in contact with me. 
rbkvwalker@gmail.com. Give E-mail and telephone number please. 
If the weather is poor these three events could be cancelled. However I will 
be running other nights at these places plus Freshfield Dune Heath through 
out this year. These will happen when time allows and weather conditions 
are good. If you are interested and wish to come at short notice please get 
in touch (rbkvwalker@gmail.com) E-mail and telephone number please and 
I will endeavour to contact you. 

mailto:rbkvwalker@gmail.com
mailto:rbkvwalker@gmail.com
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