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Merry Christmas  

and a Happy New Year!! 

 

  

 

Contributions to our newsletters 

are always welcome. 

Please use the contact details 

below to get in touch!   

If you do not wish to receive our 

newsletter in the future, simply 

reply to this message with the  

word ’unsubscribe’ in the title - 

thank you.  

http://www.facebook.com/bcscotland
http://www.twitter.com/BC_Scotland
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Dates for your Diary 
Scottish Recorders’ Gathering - Saturday, 16th March 2019 
For everyone interested in recording butterflies and moths, our Scottish Recorders’ Gathering will be held at 
the Battleby Conference Centre, by Perth on Saturday, 16th March 2019.  It is an opportunity to meet up with 
others, hear all the latest butterfly and moth news and gear up for the season to come!  All welcome - more 
details will follow in the New Year. 
 
Gardening Scotland  -  31st May to 2nd June, 2019 
We are delighted to be taking a stand at 2019’s Gardening Scotland which runs from 31st May to 2nd June at 
The Royal Highland Centre, Edinburgh.  You will find us in the Living Garden area – for more info go to 
www.gardeningscotland.com  
 
 

Winter Workparties 

Bog Squad Workparty - Scrub clearance at Peeswit Moss, near Stirling - Saturday, 5th January 2019 
Scrub clearance at Peeswit Moss (by Gladhouse Reservoir, Midlothian) with the Bog Squad to help improve 
habitat for the Large Heath butterfly and protect the valuable peatland. 

If you are interested in helping out please contact David Hill dhill@butterfly-conservation.org  

Carrick Workparty - Wednesday, 9th January 2019 
A workparty to cut gorse at Carrick Foreshore, on Wednesday 9th January, starting at 10.00 am. To help  
butterfies and moths and especially, the Northern Brown Argus. We will be working through until the  
afternoon, so please bring a packed lunch if you are able to stay. You are still very welcome if you are able to 
come only for the morning or the afternoon. We will have some tools available on each day; however, if you 
have a bow saw (or similar saw) and/or loppers, please bring them along, and bring a warm drink and a pair 
of stout gloves – gorse is prickly! The ground is uneven, so a good pair of boots is recommended. 

If you are planning to come, please contact Jim Asher jim.asher@btinternet.com mobile: 07968 134681, so 
that we have some idea of numbers, and in case of any late changes of plan. Please just ask if you need any 
more information. 

Scrub Clearance at Sheriffmuir, Dunblane - Sunday 13th January 2019 

We will be removing small spruce trees from the heathland habitat surrounding the Gathering Stone  
monument at Sheriffmuir near Dunblane. The area is excellent habitat for a wide range of butterflies including 
a strong Green Hairstreak colony and two species of fritillary. We hope to keep the habitat healthy by  
removing the invasive spruce trees.  

If you are interested in helping out please contact David Hill dhill@butterfly-conservation.org 

Bog Squad Workparty - Scrub clearance at Wester Moss, near Stirling - Saturday, 19th January 2019 

We will be removing small birch trees from Butterfly Conservation’s Wester Moss reserve near Stirling. This 
small beautiful peatland is home to a range of scarce butterfly and moth species including the Large Heath. It 
also provides valuable winter habitat for birds such as Snipe and Woodcock. 

Please get in touch with David Hill if you’re interested in helping dhill@butterfly-conservation.org 
 
Save Our Beautiful Snout Workparty, near Aberfoyle - Sunday, 24th March 2019 
Please see P3 for details. 
 

BC Events in Scotland 
Don’t forget to check out our website at www.butterfly-conservation.org/scotland as well as your local Branch 

website for  

up-to-date lists of fieldtrips, events etc: 

Highlands & Islands - https://butterfly-conservation.org/in-your-area/highlands-and-islands-branch  
South & West Scotland - https://butterfly-conservation.org/in-your-area/glasgow-and-sw-scotland-branch 
East Scotland - https://butterfly-conservation.org/in-your-area/east-scotland-branch 
N.B These are usually compiled over the winter months for the following season. 
 

http://www.gardeningscotland.com
mailto:dhill@butterfly-conservation.org
mailto:jim.asher@btinternet.com
mailto:dhill@butterfly-conservation.org
mailto:dhill@butterfly-conservation.org
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SOBS Workparty 

Help us save our beautiful Snout 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Volunteers wanted for work party on  
Sunday 24

th
 March 2019 near Aberfoyle 

 
Over the last few years we have been working to clear invasive 
spruce and rhododendron from a wonderful oak wood to protect 
habitat for the very rare Beautiful Snout moth. The wood is one of 
only two known breeding sites for the moth in Scotland.  

 

Transport to site available from Stirling and potentially elsewhere  
– please enquire.  

 

Please contact David Hill at dhill@butterfly-conservation.org or on 
01786 459813 to book on. 

 

 

Beautiful Snout by John Knowler 

mailto:dhill@butterfly-conservation.org
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Project Updates 

Peatlands for People 
Despite the cooler weather over the past few months Peatlands for People has still been busy with events, 
transitioning from mainly family events over the summer to more talks and school sessions in the winter. 

We have been travelling all over the place this Autumn/Winter giving talks about the Bog Squad Project and 
peatland restoration in locations such as Loch Lomond, Falkirk, Edinburgh, Glasgow, Dumfries, Hamilton and 
Fife to name a few. We’ll be visiting some more groups in the New Year and anybody wishing to book a talk 
for their society or group, please get in touch! 

In October and November, we focused on delivering sessions with primary schools in South Lanarkshire, an 
area we have focused some of our restoration work on. We visited 4 new schools (Forth, Carnwath, New 
Lanark and Kirkfieldbank) to talk to the pupils about peatlands and their butterflies and moths. We also made 
a return visit to Braehead Primary School to deliver an outdoor session – they have access to Braehead 
Moss at the back of the school and take the pupils out regularly to enjoy some time in nature. It was great to 
see them having fun completing the peatland themed scavenger hunt. We also made some nature art using 
natural materials found in the wooded area at the edge of the bog. With all the activities the pupils didn’t 
even seem to feel the cold as they were kept so busy, showing outdoor education can happen at any time of 
year as long as you wrap up warm! 

                                    

(Braehead Primary butterfly and Glasgow Zine Workshop) 

Following on from our successful Zine Workshop in Edinburgh, we held our second workshop at the Hidden 
Gardens, Glasgow in October. This event also went really well with a full house of people coming along to 
learn more about peatlands and make some beautiful zines. We were able to scan their creations at the 
workshop and copies of them will be available in the Glasgow Zine Library’s space at 16 Nicholson Street, 
Glasgow soon! Following the success of these arts/craft sessions aimed mainly at adults we’ll be hoping to 
develop similar workshops for next year. 

To find out more about our engagement/outreach please feel free to contact me: 

Rebecca Crawford  rcrawford@butterfly-conservation.org  
Peatlands for People Project Officer 
 

 

 

 
                
  

 

mailto:rcrawford@butterfly-conservation.org
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Project Updates 

The Bog Squad  
Our Bog Squad project has gone from strength to strength during 2018 with more bogs than ever seeing the 
positive impact of our restoration. The project started back in spring 2014 and as we approach our 5th  
anniversary I thought a quick recap was in order! 

 

Our volunteers have been active all across Scotland  from 
many peatbogs in the central belt to Islay, Galloway and 
Glen Affric. This has resulted in a whopping 100 hectares 
of restored bog!  
   

    

 

 
 
    All that has been achieved during 65 volunteer  
    work parties at 20 different sites…… 
  

 

 

 

…..with 172 different volunteers taking part. They’ve worked 
hard to install 165 ditch-blocking dams and have cleared 105 

hectares of scrub so far.   

 

 

 
 

All of which helps the many species of butterfly and moth that rely on our peatlands for precious habitat. 
Here’s hoping further successes for the Bog Squad!  

 

 

 

 

 

 
If you would  like to get involved and help us save bogs for butterflies then please get in touch with David Hill 
dhill@butterfly-conservation.org 

For more information about Butterfly Conservation Scotland’s peatland restoration activities please 
visit:  Our blog: www.bogsquad.weebly.com 
           Our website: www.butterfly-conservation.org/bogsquad 
           Or contact David Hill at: dhill@butterfly-conservation.org 
                 

            The Bog Squad project is supported by Peatland ACTION            

mailto:dhill@butterfly-conservation.org
http://www.bogsquad.weebly.com
http://www.butterfly-conservation.org/bogsquad
mailto:dhill@butterfly-conservation.org
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Project Updates 

Urban Butterfly Project  
Over the past three years the Urban Butterfly Project has been working throughout central Scotland; here’s 
an update on the project’s successes! 

28 Butterfly Identification workshops: New volunteers have been trained to identify and record  
butterflies in Scotland’s towns and cities. These workshops took place from Greenock to Edinburgh, and from 
Hamilton to Aberdeen. 

4 Advanced butterfly recording workshops: Volunteers were trained to monitor butterflies on weekly 
transects, including on three new transects in Aberdeen and Dundee where there were previously no  
transects at all! A new transect to monitor Grayling butterflies in Holyrood Park was also established. 

270 people trained: The project officer Anthony provided identification training to over 270 people! 
Many of them went on to record butterflies and become new members of Butterfly Conservation. 

6500 butterflies recorded: Over 6500 butterflies were recorded by project volunteers. This number  
increased dramatically over each year of the project, from about 700 in year one, to almost 4000 in year 3! 
Records were sent in from all over Scotland, showing that volunteers were recording wherever and whenever 
they saw butterflies – just what we need! 

22 events to create and restore habitat: More volunteers were involved in the creation or maintenance 
of habitat for butterflies in urban greenspaces. In Edinburgh much of this was for priority species like Grayling 
and Northern Brown Argus. In other towns and cities volunteers helped create new meadows, cut back scrub 
or grew wildflowers for butterflies. 

Key findings about urban butterfly populations: This project showed that we really need to work  
harder to improve our parks and public greenspaces for some of the more specialist butterflies such as  
Common Blue and Small Copper. These two species were absent from most sites, so we will be doing more 
in future to plant their caterpillar foodplants in parks. It also reveals the importance of natural vegetation in 
urban places, as greenways along riverbanks and cycle paths were some of the most diverse sites thanks to 
the native wildflowers found along them. 

This month marks the end of the funding for this project from the Heritage Lottery fund, but we are 
fortunate to be able to extend it to September 2019, thanks to other funding sources. Scottish Natural 
Heritage continues to fund this work, and we very much appreciate the contributions of all funders to 
the Urban Butterfly Project. If you have been involved in the Urban Butterfly Project, we would also 

like to extend our thanks to you for your help!   

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Anthony McCluskey 
Urban Butterflies Project Officer 
amccluskey@butterfly-conservation.org 
 

Calton Hill work party ID event with Sustrans, Edinburgh - photo by Laura White 
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Project Updates 

Munching Caterpillars in Scotland 

The Munching Caterpillars Scotland Project has got off to a flying 
start.  We have recruited 12 schools so far to take part in the  
project for year 1. These are schools that are in the authorities of  
Clackmannanshire, Falkirk, Glasgow City and Stirling and the 
focus within these schools are the P3 and P4 age group (6-8 
years).  

At the time of writing five schools have been visited and 10  
workshops delivered. These workshops introduce butterflies and 
moths and their special lifecycles. Following on from this,  
discussions are had about the food required for caterpillars, adult 
moths and butterflies and then an investigation of the school 
grounds for such areas that may support these creatures. 

All the schools that I am working in are urban, but are incredibly 
varied in terms of their school grounds; some have almost no greenery at all, whilst others have playing fields 
and access to a wild garden. Although only five schools have been visited to date, vandalism, unfortunately, 
seems to be a recurring theme, where plants have been stolen or pulled out in the past and so now wild  
areas in some of these schools have to be carefully locked up.  

In the spring, workshop 2 will focus on a planting session with the children to increase the amount of  
biodiversity in their school grounds, with the added hope that these specially chosen plants will also attract 
butterflies and moths, which can then be enjoyed and studied by the pupils and teachers.   

 

The workshops have been well received by teachers and pupils alike. Teachers have seen the workshops as 
a great opportunity to take the learning outdoors and are really keen to build on this. Once outdoors the  
children have been very enthusiastic in showing me their finds; from leaves with holes in (that might have 
been eaten by caterpillars?!), to finding primroses still in flower in December. Their excitement at the smallest 
of leaves on the dreichest of wet days has been very life affirming!  

I am on the lookout for volunteers who would be interested to help me deliver workshop 2 in these schools 
next spring and/or would like to help me run some caterpillar café community events next year. For more  
information please get in contact with Polly Phillpot on pphillpot@butterfly-conservation.org or 01786 459810. 
 
Polly Phillpot 
Munching Caterpillars in Scotland Project Officer 

 

 

 

Photo by L Stewart 

mailto:pphillpot@butterfly-conservation.org
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Project Updates 

Threatened Species and Advice Project  
Scotland is home to many rare and threatened species of butterfly and moth.  Many, like Kentish Glory, New 
Forest Burnet and Chequered Skipper, now only survive in Scotland having become extinct south of the  
border.  Others, including Slender Scotch Burnet, have always only been found in Scotland, whereas others 
e.g. Dark Bordered Beauty have the majority of their UK population in Scotland; with three out of the UK’s 
four populations being in Scotland.   

To enhance the population of these and similarly threatened species it is essential that we engage with  
landowners and local volunteers.  In most cases effective habitat management advice can only be given if 
the life-cycle and habitat requirements of a species are fully understood, however, for many species we have 
gaps in our knowledge, particularly the requirements of the crucial caterpillar stage.  The series of short  
summaries below briefly outline some of the work that has been undertaken over the last twelve months on 
some of these key species. 

New Forest Burnet:  Despite its name this day-flying moth has been extinct in  
England since 1927, but survives at a single site on a very remote area on the west 
coast of Scotland.  Conservation efforts focused on excluding sheep from the site by 
fencing have been extremely successful, resulting in the population increasing from a 
low of 20 in the 1990s to a peak of around 12,500 in 2012.  However, over the last few 
years a combination of landslips and an aging fence led to sheep gaining access to the 
site to the detriment of the moth.  In October 2017 a new perimeter fence was installed 
by a local contractor that should exclude sheep for the next twenty-five years.  Given the 

site’s remoteness and steep terrain all materials had to be 
transported to site by helicopter. 

In 2018 volunteers assisted in monitoring the adult  
population, which encouragingly resulted in the highest 
count since 2013.  Volunteers also assisted with a  
successful caterpillar survey, the first time that this has been 
undertaken, and ongoing vegetation monitoring to help determine and  
understand the moth’s preferred habitat.  The data is currently being fully  
analysed.  

Forester:  This metallic green day-flying moth has a very restricted distribution 
in Scotland, only occurring in parts of Argyll and adjacent islands, and Dumfries 
and Galloway.  The adults are found in damp meadows and flower-rich dry 
grassland, although the moth seems not to occur at several sites that appear to 
have suitable habitat.  In an attempt to find out more a training day was held in 
Kilmartin where local volunteers were encouraged to search for the caterpillars 
and their characteristic feeding signs.  This resulted in the discovery of larval 
feeding signs at two sites, the first time they have been found in the wild in  
Scotland.  It is hoped that this is will lead us to finding out more about the moth’s 
exacting habitat requirements. 

Kentish Glory:  Despite its name the beautiful Kentish Glory is only found in the Cairngorms and 
Moray having become extinct across several English counties due to a lack of intervention 
to retain the moth’s favoured ephemeral woodland habitat; short birch trees.  The moth is 
also very vulnerable due to its low powers of dispersal, few records away from two or 
three core sites, habitat fragmentation and resulting isolation of populations.  Its steady 
decline leading to its extinction across several counties in England  
highlights its vulnerability.  

Kentish Glory has become less common at one of its former strongholds just north of 
Aviemore, leading to concerns about its continued presence.  We have been working 
closely with the landowner and are due to restructure the woodland and restricting grazing 
using small fenced exclosures.  

The colonisation of the moth into newly created habitat will be monitored to help  
determine its success and powers of dispersal.  Lessons learnt at this site will be valuable and provide  
confidence that similar management will succeed elsewhere.  It will also enhance the site’s population  
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Project Updates 
allowing it to spread to adjoining areas. 

The development of a pheromone lure trialled by volunteers continued to be a success, resulting in the  
discovery of several new colonies and confirmation of its continued existence at other sites where it had not 
been seen for many years.  A volunteer project also looked at the moth’s dispersal by catching, marking and 
recapturing individuals, using the lures.  Data from both these projects are currently being collated and  
analysed. 

Marsh Fritillary: This rare butterfly is associated with traditional agriculture in 
the west coast of Scotland where it is reliant on light grazing to maintain its habitat; 
abundant patches of Devil’s-bit Scabious, its caterpillar’s sole foodplant.  Advice on 
appropriate grazing regimes has been given across the species’ range and  
assistance given to help farmers gain access to agricultural grants, thus both  
benefitting the butterfly as well as making their farm businesses more viable.  In 
2018 twenty farms where such advice had been given were visited to assess its  
impact by measuring and assessing key habitat attributes.  However, it is unclear 
how the butterfly is responding.  Marsh Fritillary is best monitored by annual counts of their characteristic  
larval webs so in an attempt to increase the number of sites monitored a web weekend was held in Argyll 
where monitoring was set up at six farms and local volunteers recruited and trained to undertake the  
monitoring.   

Dark Bordered Beauty: This very rare moth is associated with young aspen suckers and only occurs 
at three locations in Scotland (and just one in England).  Its populations are  
primarily monitored by volunteers.  2018 proved to be an average year with the 
highlight being the discovery of a new colony in Deeside.  Concerns have grown at 
one site that long-term annual seasonal grazing may be having a detrimental effect 
on the habitat.  To overcome this six temporary electric fence exclosures were 
erected and maintained by volunteers to exclude sheep last winter.  This winter 
these temporary exclosures will be upgraded to more permanent post and wire 

fences.  

Slender Scotch Burnet: This day-flying moth only has four populations in the UK, 
all of which are on Mull and the adjacent island of Ulva.  A workshop held at  
Glengorm Estate encouraged predominantly local volunteers to survey and monitor 
this species and its cousin Transparent Burnet on the island.  In addition a local  
student studying at Glasgow University, Laura Penny, undertook a study of the moth, 
looking at population density in relation to habitat attributes and also the moth’s  
dispersal. 

We also reviewed our conservation priorities over the last twelve months to ensure that we are focussing our 
resources on the species in most need of urgent conservation action.  In addition butterfly and moth  
populations are more robust if conservation is undertaken at a landscape scale, rather than at small,  
individual, isolated sites.  This has led us to review and identify the most important landscapes for our  
threatened Lepidoptera in Scotland.  This process has resulted in the classification of seventeen priority  
landscapes and sixty high priority species of which 23 are deemed to require urgent action.  
 
Tom Prescott 
Senior Conservation Officer 
 
 

 

     _______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Project Updates 

Micro Moths – A Natural Talent Project 
It’s hard to believe that I’ve reached the end of my placement with Butterfly Conservation in Stirling - it seems 
to have been a quick year. When I first arrived in January, I came with an interest in moths, but I had only  
ever attempted to identify a handful of micro species. On my first week, looking through the latest guide-
books, it seemed like it might be quite a challenge to learn even a few of them! Still, I’ve given it a good go. 

Since then I have learned a lot about the world of micro-moths, which proved to be completely fascinating 
once I really started looking. They often get a bad reputation for being too small to see and too difficult to 
identify, but in reality there are a large number that can be identified from their wing markings in the field - 
with no need for microscopes and dissecting tools. Some may be easier to recognise than others, but it’s  
definitely been worth taking the time to get to know some of our littlest Lepidoptera. When seen up close with 
the help of a hand lens many micro-moths are easily as striking as their macro cousins and with the variety of 
metallic colours and patterns - some are even more so.  

Of course there are few that do live up to the 
‘tiny and grey’ description, but it turns out that 
many of these can be identified from their  
larval stages. I was instantly fascinated by the 
variety of caterpillar feeding signs that can be 
used to locate and record micro-moths and in 
some cases this is much easier and more  
effective than looking for adults. Throughout 
my traineeship, I’ve particularly enjoyed 
searching for the larval cases made by  
Coleophora species. Most of the adults are  
almost identical to one another but each  
species makes a unique protective case from 
silk or leaves, to feed from as a caterpillar. 

The majority of micro-moth caterpillars feed on green leaves (not your woolly jumpers as people often think!) 
and I was amazed to learn how many of them make distinctive patterns on the leaf surface and that with a bit 
of careful examination, the pattern and shape of a larval mine can be used to determine which species made 
it. This is a great way of recording micro-moths, especially later in the year when less adult moths are around.  

 

 

 

 

 

Visit to Edinburgh Museum’s Entomology 

Cowberry with mines made by Ectodemia weaveri Looking for leaf-mines in the Royal Botanic  
Gardens Edinburgh 
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Project Updates 
It’s also proved to be a brilliant way of engaging people with this  
fascinating group of insects. I’ve now begun compiling a personal  
reference collection of pressed leaves with good examples of each  
species I find. I’d definitely encourage scanning the leaves of trees and 
bushes next time you’re out mothing to see who you can find. What  
nicer way to spend a rainy afternoon than indoors with a hot drink and a 
pile of leaf mines to puzzle over!  

After the New Year, I’ll no longer have the privilege of being able to  
devote most of my time to looking for micro-moths, but I will be  
continuing to hunt them out whenever I get the chance, and hopefully 
continue to inspire others to give them a second look too. There are 
literally hundreds of species that I’ve still to see and now I’m hooked!   

I would like to thank TCV for giving me this unique opportunity and 
Esme Fairbairn for making it possible. Massive thanks go to Butterfly 
Conservation Scotland for hosting me and especially to David Hill for all 
his support over the past 12 months.  

Kate Smith 
TCV Natural Talent Trainee – Peatlands and Micro Moths 
Email: ksmith@butterfly-conservation.org 

A TCV Natural Talent Project, funded by Esmee Fairbairn Foundation. 

  
 
 
 
 
  _____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Acleris logiana spotted in a Glen Moriston 

birch woodland in November 
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Volunteer News 
Winter egging for the White-letter Hairstreak at Kelso 
What an incredibly successful morning over at Kelso for the first White-letter Hairstreak egg hunt on the 17th 

November. 9 of us turned out at Mayfield Garden Centre at 10.30am in sunny and quite warm conditions, 

and after a quick briefing we took off along the Tweed towards Kelso Bridge. There is an occupied tree at 

Kelso Bridge but we failed to really find anything as most of the branches had been lopped along the path 

side. We crossed the Tweed and followed the Teviot up to Springwood Park. The few Elms at Springwood 

Park are scrappy, small sucker Elms of no great significance however we very quickly started to see eggs 

after I showed everyone the tagged egg from this summer. In all we managed 14 eggs at Springwood!! An 

absolutely brilliant total considering nobody bar me had ever looked for these tiny eggs before. I only found 1 

of the 14 at Springwood, so it was fantastic that everyone else more than contributed. Nothing like fresh eyes 

to see these things. At Springwood we also found Scale insects, Brick Moth eggs and Dusky Lemon Sallow 

eggs. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We moved on to Teviot Bridge where Jill Mills 

and Ken Haydock had found 5 eggs back in 

February of this year. Through the summer I 

had spotted adults here and in spring one of the 

caterpillars. We found one of the tagged 

branches from earlier in the year...and would 

you believe on the same tagged branch were 2 

fresh eggs as well as the hatched eggs from 

this year proving the Butterflies were quite   

particular and using those favoured spots in 

successional growth. We headed back to Kelso 

triumphant!! Many thanks to those that turned 

out and really got stuck in...it’s perhaps not the 

easiest thing to get excited about ....however.... 

this Butterfly is worth every minute of your time 

looking for it in any of its many forms. There will 

be more egg hunting or egging going on this winter with some luck. Looking forward to it. 

Iain Cowe 

 

Conservation News 
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Conservation News 

It doesn’t have to be about the rare and threatened . . .  

During the sometimes rather frantic moth recording for the now eagerly anticipated Moths Atlas, there was 
always a drive to try and maximise the number of species found in each 10km square. Here in Berwickshire, 
like several other parts of the country, there are expanses of land with habitats which are moderately hostile 
to moths and much other wildlife, such as large lowland arable fields and conifer plantations clothing the  
upland areas. In one such square finding even some of our really common species proved tricky despite 
some fairly intensive trapping in small areas of better habitat – one thing which was missing was a moorland 
location. So, this year I set myself the unremarkable challenge of tracking down a few of the missing species. 

Searching aerial views of the square and with the help of Iain Cowe a small patch of potentially suitable  
habitat was located – a clearing in conifers running along a ridge overlooking the mixed farm below. Our  
winter-time recce revealed a pretty scrappy clearing surrounded by mostly Scots Pine, but there was some 
heather and a few bedstraws amongst the brambles, bracken and perhaps decade-old tree stumps. Looking 
at old maps, this former moorland ridge has been planted with woodland since at least the 1850s and it is 
wonderful how the seedbank has responded to being exposed to the sun and sky. The scene was set for a 
few discoveries perhaps. 

Open ground on exposed ridges is not very conducive to good hauls of moths and some nights there were 
none but over the year a sprinkling of the hoped-for missing species put in an appearance – Mottled Grey, 
Heath Rustic, True Lovers Knot, Northern Spinach, Brown Silver-line – along with other moths new for the  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

square such as Pine Beauty (not too much of a surprise) and the Feathered Gothic. So, some more dots on 
the maps, but at the 10km level can they be misleading, giving the impression that you’d expect to find the 
species here when really quite a bit of searching is required and they may only inhabit a tiny fraction of the 
square? And have these ‘moorland’ species always been here or did they move in after the clearing was  
created? More research needed. 

Barry Prater 

Heath Rustic by Barry Prater Brown Silver-line by Barry Prater 

Feathered Gothic by Barry Prater Pine Beauty by Barry Prater 
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Moth Recording News 
Moth recording in Scotland  
When Butterfly Conservation set up the National Moth Recording Scheme (NMRS) in 2006, very few of the 
40 Scottish vice-counties possessed an active County Moth Recorder (CMR). For the rest, sometimes a local 
biological records centre or museum held a database of moth records from regional groups of vice-counties, 
without any organised system of collecting or validating the data. Others lacked even that. Thus more than 
half the Scottish vice-counties had no formal list of their macro-moths, and only six (NE Scotland and the 
Northern Isles) could provide a list of their micros. 

Clearly, if the NMRS was to be a success in Scotland, a whole infrastructure needed to be put in place. 
CMRs had to be found to fill the many vacancies, a task that fell mainly to Tom Prescott. Although the interest 
in moths was rapidly growing, inevitably most of the new recruits would themselves be relative beginners. 
Therefore part of the deal was an assurance that online help and support would be available whenever  
required, particularly for identification and other recording issues. In Scotland, flight times, habitat preferences 
and even the appearance of moths often differ from the information given in English-based popular guides. 

A Scottish Moths Yahoo group was set up by Neil Gregory in 2006 and quickly gained members. Mystery 
photos could be posted on the forum for identification or confirmation by more experienced observers, often 
with an explanation of the key features. To avoid embarrassment, queries may also be emailed directly to an 
expert for a more discreet service. The forum is now run by Mark Cubitt and has 302 members.  

A major expansion of the help provided came when Mark Cubitt 
took over the East Scotland Branch website. With Butterfly  
Conservation’s agreement, all Scottish data for macro-moths 
was made available in 2010, enabling flight histograms and  
distribution maps to be produced for every Scottish species. 
The data are updated annually. This also enables a ‘moths of 
the month’ feature to be generated individually for every  
vice-county based on records in the database. In addition, there 
are maps to at least vice-county level for 50 micros, and at 
10km square resolution for the gelechids, courtesy of Stephen 
Palmer. Finally, there is even a section on commonly  
encountered caterpillars.  

However, the most ground-breaking innovation was Mark’s idea 
of a photo voucher archive for every Scottish vice-county. We 
can check historical records from voucher specimens deposited 
in a museum, but few modern observers are collectors. Instead 

they take digital photographs, which are all too easily deleted or 
lost. Fortunately, Mark possesses the computer skills to set up and administer such a scheme. So since 
2011, every Scottish vice-county has had its own folder to store important voucher photos in perpetuity.  
Despite initial scepticism (including my own), the take-up 
has been excellent. Of the 40 Scottish vice-counties, 37 
now have at least some vouchers in their folder. In total, 
these amount to 7,049 images of 1,053 species - and rising. 
Some CMRs deposit a voucher for every species, others 
mainly for the scarce or trickier ones. The folders are  
accessible on the BC East Scotland website, though  
observer’s names are withheld. They proved invaluable for 
atlas map proof-checking. Images of individual species can 
also be viewed collectively, providing a useful identification 
aid. For Northern Arches there are 19 authenticated  
images, 16 vouchers for Confused, lots of difficult pugs, all 
correct. That’s impressive! Scottish moth recording is  
clearly in a very healthy state. Would a similar voucher  
archive work so well down south? Surely it’s worth a try, 
perhaps beginning on a regional basis. 

 
Written by Roy Leverton 

 

Moths by Month screen shot (Mark Cubitt) 

Scottish CMR voucher photo archive screen shot (Mark Cubitt) 
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Moth Recording News 

What’s Flying Tonight? 

Want to know which moth species might be on the wing tonight in 
your area? Now you can find out easily  
using What’s Flying Tonight. This free online tool, developed by the 
Centre for Ecology & Hydrology and Butterfly Conservation, makes 
use of millions of NMRS records to provide an illustrated list of the 
larger moth species seen at this time of year in your area. With moth 
images, flight charts and the frequency that each species has been 
recorded (based on your location and the date), What’s Flying  
Tonight can help with species identification making it great for  
beginners and for moth-ers recording in unfamiliar territory.  
 
What’s Flying Tonight is designed to work like an app from a 
smartphone or tablet, but will also work from a computer. It can  
automatically use the GPS in your device to locate the correct moth 
records, but you can also manually change the date and location.   

 
Try What’s Flying Tonight here https://shiny-apps.ceh.ac.uk/whats_flying_tonight/ 
 
 
 

       _____________________________________________________________ 
 

 

Moth Night 2019 

Moth Night 2019 will be an extra special event as it marks the 20th Anniversary of Moth Night! The dates have 
been set so please make a note in your diaries and calendars for 26 to 28 September 2019. There are two 
themes, the first being Clifden Nonpareil, a species that has recently recolonised Britain and is expanding its 
range rapidly in southern England, as well as seemingly becoming more frequent as an immigrant. The  
second theme is moth migration. As with previous Moth Nights you do not have to follow the themes, but can 
do your own thing such as going trapping to a new place, organising a public moth event or simply have 
friends and family over to share your passion for moths and show them the light! If you are running a public 
moth event please advertise it for free here. 
 
        
 
 
 
             
 

          _____________________________________________________________ 
 

 

New VC Moth Recorders in Scotland 

There have been some changes to the County Moth Recorder network in Scotland over 2018.  The NMRS would like to 
welcome these new people to the fold and thank them for taking on these vital roles; Nigel Voaden (Fife, VC 85), Martin 
Culshaw (Stirlingshire, VC 86), David Bryant (West Perthshire, VC 87), Alan Kerr (Dunbartonshire, VC 99) and David 
Hill (Argyll Main VC 98 & Kintyre VC 101). We thank their predecessors for their hard work and support on behalf of the 
NMRS and their local moth recording communities. A full, up-to-date list of County Moth Recorders is available here.  

 

 

https://shiny-apps.ceh.ac.uk/whats_flying_tonight/
http://www.mothnight.info/orgnaising-public-events
https://butterfly-conservation.org/moths/national-moth-recording-scheme/county-moth-recorders
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Survey Updates 

Scottish Speckled Wood (Pararge aegeria)  

Survey Report 2012-16 
 
The Speckled Wood butterfly was the subject of an 
online survey in Scotland in 2012, and an online and 
postcard survey from 2013 to 2016, although the  
survey was not actively promoted after 2013. A total 
of 783 records were received over the 5-year period; 
667 online and 116 by postcard. 

The Speckled Wood is a butterfly of partially shaded 
woodland with sunny clearings that the males occupy 
and defend while the females spend more time in the 
canopy, basking and feeding on aphid honeydew. 

The caterpillars feed on various grasses, including 
Cock’s-foot (Dactylis glomerata), False Brome 
(Brachypodium sylvaticum), Yorkshire-fog (Holcus 
lanatus) and Common Couch (Elytrigia repens). Eggs 
are laid singly on grass leaves and the larvae are  
well-camouflaged as they rest on the underside of the leaves, pupating nearby. There are 2-3 generations a 
year and the butterfly can overwinter as either a caterpillar or as a pupa.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Speckled Wood has shown a significant expansion in its range since  
the 1920s when it was restricted to the south-west of England, lowland Wales and western Scotland, having 
previously occupied a much wider area. In Scotland at the end of the 20th century there were reports of a few 
recent sightings in Dumfries and Galloway, and the butterfly seemed to be expanding its range outwards from 
strongholds in Inverness and Argyll. The Butterfly Conservation Report ‘The State of the UK’s Butterflies 
2015’ (the fourth of its kind) for the first time used occupancy modelling to generate species trends in  
distribution. The Butterflies for the New Millennium Scheme (BNM) comprises over 11 million butterfly  
occurrence records from 1690 to the present day, which now include sightings from the Big Butterfly Count 
and other schemes verified by a network of County Recorders. The Speckled Wood is reported as having a 
long-term (1976 - 2014) change in occurrence of +71% across the UK, and a 10year (2005 - 2014)  
occurrence change of +3%. 

Distribution maps showing the range of the butterfly at the start of the century (2000-2004) and its current 
range using data from the BNM scheme for the five-year period of the Scottish survey (2012-2016) are 
shown below. These indicate a clear expansion in range, with strong populations appearing in the south-east 
and south-west of Scotland, particularly near the coasts, as well as records coming in from the very far north 
of the mainland. The populations in the previously mentioned strongholds of Inverness-shire and the  
north-west are expanding towards the south as well as inland, and seem to be merging. 

Ramsay Young 

Peter Eeles 
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Please continue to send your records of Speckled Wood and all of our other butterflies in Scotland to  
Butterfly Conservation - details of how to do this are available on our website: 
https://butterfly-conservation.org/butterflies/recording-and-monitoring 
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Heather Young 
 

  ____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        Data provided from the Butterflies for the New Millennium recording scheme courtesy of Butterfly Conservation 

https://butterfly-conservation.org/butterflies/recording-and-monitoring

