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From the editor 
This year we will no doubt be assessing how some of our butterflies have 
been affected by the prolonged summer last year. Very likely some species 
will have greatly benefited by having a longer spell in which to breed and 
increase their distribution. 
 
At the National AGM last November, BC reported a membership of 37,166 
and so the society continues to grow steadily. Nationally there are 35 BC 
reserves and the society has a £4 M annual turnover. 3.4 M has been spent 
on conservation, and the volunteer effort nationally is worth £11 M. There 
are now 92 paid BC staff although some of these are part time. 
 
Any BC members living in the vicinity of Branscombe/Sidmouth who are inter-
ested in helping with a proposed butterfly transect walk are asked to contact 
Paul Butter: paulnbutter@hotmail.com  or 01297 442 290, or alternatively, Lucy 
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Buckingham 01297 680 507. Some of the target butterflies will be Wall, Wood 
White, Dark Green Fritillary, Dingy Skipper and possibly Adonis Blue and 
Chalkhill Blue. The National Trust are restoring calcareous grassland and it will 
be useful to monitor the effects of management regimes being tried out there. 
 
Twitter users can benefit from Devon BC news and reminders of events on 
the branch’s Twitter account: @BCDevon. However we are still looking for 
someone to take on monthly emails of our news and events to members. 
Please contact our chairman, Jonathan Aylett (see committee list on page 
19) if you would be interested. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Butterfly Conservation Devon Branch AGM 27th October 2018 

 
Chairman’s report  

 
1. The Committee and Jenny Evans: 

Since the last AGM there have been no changes in the make-up of the 
Committee whose members are myself, Peter Beale, Paul Butler, Mary 
Harold, Barry Henwood, Dave Holloway, Pete Hurst, Ray Jones, Colin 
Sargent and Marjory Taylor. All have been immensely supportive of me 
since I became Chairman last year and I am very grateful to them. Ours 
is a team effort and I feel that the Branch and Butterfly Conservation 
are very lucky to have such dedicated colleagues. 

 
During the year the Committee has met on six occasions. 

 
Amanda Hunter, Membership Secretary, has played a prominent role in 
the affairs of the Branch since 2012 when she joined the Committee in 
that capacity and she has indicated that she now wishes to relinquish 
that role. However, she will continue to be involved with the develop-
ment of the Branch website. I shall say a little more about Amanda later. 

Amanda Hunter amazingly found this 
overwintering Comma on a tree trunk 
in Decoy County Park, Newton Abbot 
last November. She observed it over 
several weeks and noticed that it  
moved its position. Eventually she 
could not find it any more. 
Photo: AMANDA HUNTER 
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 Jenny Evans, our Transect Co-ordinator, plays an invaluable role in the 
Branch. I would like to thank her for all she does for us in this capacity. 

 
2. Finance: 

Ray Jones has already addressed us on the subject of Branch finances 
and the positive outcomes for the last financial year. It is excellent that we 
have made another donation to the All the Moors Butterfly Project of 
£2,000, following successive donations in previous years and about 
which we shall hear more from Megan Lowe later. 

 
3. Membership: 

Branch membership is holding up well and now exceeds one thousand 
(1,022 in September 2018). Amanda reports that membership has in-
creased by 9.5% during the past year. 

 
4. Publicity: 

The Branch has been involved with a number of promotional events in 
2018, the fiftieth anniversary of the organisation. Several of these have 
enabled us to highlight the significance of the Big Butterfly Count. Collab-
orating with organisations which share our concerns is important and we 
have joined forces with the Devon Wildlife Trust at Mincinglake Valley 
Park, Exeter, in connection with an event focusing on getting people in 
the community to learn more about the great outdoors, and at other 
events with the Dartmoor National Park Authority, the Torbay Council, the 
organisers of the Goren Farm and Natural Seaton Festivals. A new initia-
tive with the Riverford Field Kitchen at the renowned Riverford Organic 
Farm was one we hope can be repeated 

 
Thanks are due to Mary Harold and to fellow members for being involved 
with these events at which our presence is essential if we are to promote 
the work of Butterfly Conversation. 

 
5. Field Events: 

An excellent programme of no less than twenty outdoor events was ar-
ranged by Paul Butter for the benefit of members and visitors alike this 
year involving guided walks, moth recording, aspects of ecology, id and 
survey techniques. 

 
6. The Branch Newsletter and Website 

Both the Newsletter and website are essential means of highlighting the 
work of Butterfly Conservation and in keeping members informed and I 
would like to congratulate Pete Hurst on the continuing high standards he 
maintains as Editor of the Newsletter which is always full of interesting 
articles and superb images of butterflies and moths contributed by members. 
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Inevitably, the updating of the BC website resulted in some difficulties ear-
ly on in our inputting onto our In Your Area branch web pages but I believe 
that these teething problems have now been overcome and Amanda, 
Dave, Bill and Mary should be thanked for their perseverance in dealing with 
the relevant issues. They wish to encourage members to use the site more 
regularly as an interactive tool to further the work of Butterfly Conservation. 

 
7. Reserves Work and Work Done by the Conservation Adviser: 

 
(1) Little Breach: 

Our ‘man on the spot’, John Bell, generously gives of his time and 
effort and continues to keep the Committee well informed about man-
agement issues at Little Breach and is working closely with Peter 
Beale to ensure that we do comply with our obligations under the rel-
evant Countryside Stewardship scheme. 

 
(2)   Lydford Old Railway             
       Reserve: 

Work done by a local 
contractor to remove 
trees has benefitted the 
Heath Fritillary colony 
which is expanding in a 
westerly direction and 
colonising new areas of 
the old railway. Regular 
work parties continue 
under the guidance of 
Colin Sargent whose 
commitment to this site is 
exemplary. 

 
(3) Winter Conservation Work Parties: 

Eight winter work parties were arranged in 2017/18 at Chudleigh 
Knighton Heath, Teigngrace Meadow, Lydford Old Railway reserve, 
Little Breach reserve, Miltor Mator (Kingskerswell) and at Heathfield 
reserve near Bovey Tracey. Working with our partner organisations, 
Devon Wildlife Trust, Teignbridge District Council and Aggregate In-
dustries UK Ltd, is very important in ensuring that the sites they manage 
are kept in a suitable condition for the butterfly populations they support. 

 
In addition, I believe the bringing together of members and volunteers 
on these occasions has a valuable social function which is key to the 
success of our Branch. 
 

 

National Trust staff at Lydford reserve 
COLIN SARGENT 
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4) The Conservation Advisor:  
Requests for advice on how best to manage parcels of land for the 
benefit of butterflies and moths and how to engage with Planning 
Authorities where there is a perception that habitat which is attrac-
tive to these insects is under threat from development are frequently 
received by the Branch. Regular requests are also made by various 
organisations for illustrated butterfly and moth talks. Peter Beale 
deals with these demands energetically, often ably supported by 
other colleagues. 

 
8. Volunteers: 

I know that today I am speaking to the ‘converted’. However, I make no 
apologies for saying a few words about volunteers. Without members 
who give of their own free time to assist with the running of the Branch 
we would not exist. It does not matter how much or how little time you 
may have to help, the main thing is to volunteer to do something and I 
believe that this will enrich your enjoyment of being a member of Butterfly 
Conservation and the Devon Branch in particular. And do encourage oth-
ers, whether members of BC or not, to volunteer on winter work days, for 
example. Please also continue to send articles for the Newsletter togeth-
er with photographs and to provide information for the In Your Area web-
site. Let us know of any ideas you have for field events or initiatives which 
may result in members contributing more fully in the annual Members’ Day. 

 
You will have read in the June Newsletter that we are looking for a new 
Branch Minute Secretary. If anyone is able to fill this post, I and col-
leagues will be delighted. Do please talk to me or Committee colleagues 
if you feel you would like to become more involved with Branch affairs. 

 
9. Amanda Hunter 

I have already mentioned Amanda Hunter who sadly is not here today.  
 
Time does not allow me to go into the detail of her many contributions to the 
successful running of the Branch but I think it right to mention a few points. 

 
Amanda joined the Committee as Membership Secretary in 2012.  

 
Following her efforts to translocate some 500 Small Blue larvae out of 
harm’s way when development was scheduled at Lummaton Quarry, she 
was awarded a BC Outstanding Volunteer of the Year Award for this 
work at the 2015 Member’s Day. 

 
Also, in 2015 she organised branch take-up of Head Office printed News-
letters, saving the Branch considerable sums of money on postage and 
with Barry Henwood encouraged the initiative of more members receiv-
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ing electronic Newsletters and undertook 
the painstaking task of maintaining up to 
date lists of those members receiving hard 
or soft copies. 

 
Apart from many hours volunteering in the 
field, Amanda has worked tirelessly with 
colleagues to ensure that the Devon 
Branch members are kept well informed 
and that the Branch itself is compliant with 
new rules and regulations. 

 
Quite simply Amanda has been, and con-
tinues to be, an outstanding volunteer and, 
on my own and your behalves, I would like 
to thank her publicly for all she has done for 
this Branch and for BC. 

 
10. Marjory Taylor and Roger and Pam Bristow 

 
Finally, I should like to record my own and your sincere thanks to Marjory 
Taylor, and to Roger and Pam Bristow for organising the arrangements for 
this Members’ Day so efficiently. 

 
       Jonathan S Aylett 
 
 
Changes to the Committee: Amanda Hunter stepped down and Ray Jones 
(Treasurer) and Pete Hurst (Newsletter Editor) were re-elected and are happy to 
continue their posts on committee. Ray’s Annual Report is on page 10. 
 
The AGM and Members’ Day was once again well attended with a peak of circa 
80 people during the afternoon session. Reserved lunches were popular with 50 
or so bookings. 
 
Talk: Surveying Rare Moths in Wales - Dr. George Tordoff, Senior Conserva-
tion  Officer BC Wales  
George has been with BC since 2009. BC Wales branches (North & South) now 
total 1,000 members. His talk included 2 macro moths only known to breed in 
Wales: Silurian and Scarce Hook Tip. Others referred to were Drab Looper, 
Barred Tooth-striped, Silky Wave, Rosy Marsh moth, Welsh Clearwing and Ar-
gent and Sable, along with a number of micro-moths including Anania funebris, 
a characterful dayflying species. The Silurian was first discovered in Wales in 
1972. It breeds above 450m altitude. Its larvae can be found feeding at night 
usually on Bilberry, and one area that larvae had been found in a night search 
had drawn a blank for adult moths when a moth trap was run.  

Amanda Hunter with John Wal-
ters in Lummaton Quarry 

PETE HURST 
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Up until 2014, only one larvae of Scarce Hook Tip had ever been found in the 
UK. Using a cherry picker for surveying up to 20m above ground, 3 larvae were 
found high up in Small-leaved Lime trees in 2015. Barred Tooth-striped was first 
found in Wales in 2016 and breeds on Wild Privet. The Welsh Clearwing is a 
Birch feeder and older trees are selected for egglaying. It is easier to find ex-
truded pupa cases (on Birch bark) than the adult moth. The Black Mountains 
are a good locality for it. Drab Looper benefits from ground clearance work that 
encourages growth of Wood Spurge, its larval foodplant. Argent and Sable, an-
other characterful dayflyer, requires young Birch and Bog Myrtle for its larvae in 
boggy areas. Only 2 sites were known for the species from 2000-2009 but then 
a 3rd site was discovered in 2010, and, very recently, four more. 
 
DVD: “Seasons” by John Butter 
John died at the very beginning of 2018, and this was his last nature film he 
made about the wildlife around his home at Chelfham in North Devon and in the 
neighbouring few acres of Brookwood Reserve. The Reserve has been man-
aged as a Trust for the last 3 years. This film like his others showed a great di-
versity of wildlife some of which benefits from annual coppicing – notably Silver-
washed Fritillary, John’s favourite butterfly. Birds, mammals, amphibians, inver-
tebrates, bats and flowers were all portrayed in a warm and entertaining man-
ner. This last film also had plenty of long silences with no commentary, a quality 
that many in the audience approved of, with the wildlife speaking for itself. 
 
Talk: West Country Buzz: North Devon Bumblebees and their Conservation – 
Dr. Cathy Horsley 
Cathy Horsley is Conservation Officer with the Bumblebee Conservation Trust. 
The Trust has been formed circa12 years and has 14 staff. Bumblebees are 
social hymenoptera of the genus Bombus. In the UK there are 24/25 species 
with around 250 species worldwide. Cuckoo bumblebee species suppress the 
true bumblebee queens and enlist their workers for their own lifecycles. Bum-
blebees generate body heat by shivering which means they can inhabit cooler 
northern climes. Worker bees vary in size depending on how much food they 
had as larvae. Male bumbles only live a few weeks and can be seen feeding on 
flowers. Buff-tailed Bumblebee is now active throughout winter, a consequence 
of climate warming. 97% of wildflower meadows have disappeared in the UK 
which has severely impacted bumblebees. Great-yellow Bumblebee is close to 
extinction and now only found in Northern Scotland. Shrill Carder Bee, now a 
red-listed species, was last seen in Devon in the 1970’s and is a poor disperser 
not travelling further than 250m from the nest. Reasons for decline of bumble-
bees: loss of forage and nesting space, habitat fragmentation, pesticides, ur-
banisation, climate change and diseases: commercial bees that escape into the 
wild can spread disease.  West Country Buzz Project is based on the North 
Devon coast. Stewardship schemes are promoted. Project species: Moss Card-
er and Brown-banded Carder with the latter doing okay at Braunton Burrows 
otherwise only a single record from Hartland Quay. Rotational grazing helps 
bumbles, also connecting habitats. Cathy commented that mites, which are of-
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ten seen on bumblebees are generally harmless and are often hitching lifts; 
they can also help with hygiene. 
 
All The Moor Butterflies project update – Megan Lowe & Simon Phelps 
The project runs from January 2017- December 2019 and has 6 target spe-
cies: 5 fritillaries and Narrow-bordered Bee Hawk moth on Bodmin Moor, 
Dartmoor and Exmoor. Megan’s role involves raising awareness of the pro-
ject and engaging with the public at organised events, working with colleges 
(e.g. Newquay), working with deprived areas and working with those recover-
ing from addiction (e.g. at Langaford Farm). She works with the charity MIND 
on Exmoor and gives the opportunity to clients to help with the conservation 
of some of our rarer butterflies which offers them some welcome nature ther-
apy and helps with re-building their confidence.                                                                                
Simon reports that Marsh Fritillary had a generally reasonable year over the 
project area. High Brown Fritillary had a good year in the core Dart Valley 
area but none reported from Teign Valley and low nos. from Walkham Valley 
(max. count 7). Exmoor had a disappointing season for High Brown. The Heath 
Fritillary meanwhile had a very good season on Exmoor. On Bodmin Moor Pearl-
bordered Fritillary had stable numbers recorded, and Marsh Fritillary had 15 new 
colonies recorded along with 3 former sites also showing the species again. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
End of summer  butterflies 
On 28th August  last year Peter Vernon was de-
lighted to get nectaring Small Coppers on his gar-
den Michaelmas Daisies (top image: PETER 
VERNON). 
On 22nd October last year, Mike Brooking found 
a nectaring Clouded Yellow on Torcross Line 
“trying to keep under the wind” (bottom image 
MICHAEL BROOKING). He also saw a Red Ad-
miral and Speckled Wood there. 
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Butterfly Conservation - Devon Branch

Income and Expenditure account

1st April 2017 to 31st March 2018

Treasurer - Ray Jones

2017/18

Balance as at 1st April 1929.45

Income - year to 31st March 2018

Subscriptions 5613.00

Grants: - Little Breach Reserve 0.00

Donations 674.69

Donations - Corporate 90.00

Sales Income (gross) 228.70

Members Day receipts 0.00

Other Income 0.00

TOTAL INCOME 6606.39

Expenditure - year to 31st March 2018

Donations to Two Moors / All the Moors Fritillary project 2000.00

Donation to National Moth Recording Scheme 31.00

Insurance 34.42

Reserve maintenance - Lydford 1300.00

Reserve maintenance - Little Breach 0.00

Reserve maintenance  - others 250.00

Newsletter expenses 1276.60

Members Day expenses 621.00

Meeting room hire 135.00

Purchase of Gazebo 0.00

Office Expenses 30.73

Mapmate licence 6.30

Bank charges 0.00

Stock purchases 0.00

First Aid course 0.00

First Aid kit 0.00

Events expenses 55.70

VAT via HQ 0.00

TOTAL EXPENDITURE 5740.75

SUMMARY

Excess income over expenditure 865.64

Balance as at 31st March 2795.09

Future committed expenditure as at 31st March 2018

Little Breach reserve 947.56
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Letter in The Times, 10th March 
2018 – Matthew Oates 
Ahead lies the epiphany of spring to be 
announced by my first butterfly of the 
year, fresh out of hibernation. If it’s a 
yellow Brimstone, he of the golden sun-
shine hours, we will enjoy a good sum-
mer. If it’s a Peacock or a Red Admiral 
clad in mourning colours, the summer 
will be dismal. A Small Tortoiseshell or 
a Comma might herald a moderate 
summer but they seldom open my but-
terflying year these days as Small Tor-
toiseshell populations have declined 
horrifically. I am not normally supersti-
tious but there is more than 50 years of unambiguous personal precedent here. 
The trouble is that Brimstones need warm sun and 13C to wake from hiberna-
tion, while the Red Admiral functions at around 10C. Red Admirals have been 
overwintering here in increasing numbers during this era of mild winters, having 
formerly occurred almost exclusively as spring or summer migrants, unable to 
survive our old-fashioned hard winters. This is now the first butterfly most natu-
ralists see in the year.  
I feel the weight of the world upon my shoulders. I owe it to us all to hold out for the 
magic moment when the Brimstone takes to the spring-laden air, in golden light.  
 
Thank you to Roger Brothwood for sending this to the editor. 
 
 

Wanted: Members’ Photos 
David Turrell is requesting Devon BC members to consider sending in photos 
for a proposed presentation at Devon BC’s Members’ Day on October 19th 
2019. Photos from anywhere in the UK will be welcome. David says: “we will be 
mostly looking for the less-common butterflies (and moths) including mating 
pairs, aberrations and anything unusual but please include your favourite shot 
whatever it is”. Full details will be in the June newsletter. 
 
 
 

Brimstone 
ROGER BROTHWOOD 

Amanda Hunter found 
this Meadow Brown 
pupa last June whilst 
surveying for Marsh 
Fritillary. 
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Tiverton Hospital Wildlife Garden wins award - Gavin Haig 
 
Such a good Summer season in 2018 
at our Tiverton Hospital Garden. The 
weather was remarkably sunny, and we 
have enjoyed a revisit of our Spotted 
Flycatcher family that has occupied the 
nestbox they used so successfully last 
year near the Melrose Unit. 
 
As if that wasn't exciting enough the 
same nestbox was taken up by a gath-
ering of hornets - and they flourished 

gently in the same protected area of the 
Garden. See photograph above, show-
ing evidence of the hornet nest materi-
al looking like a slice of marble. 
 
The nursing staff have reported seeing a 
hedgehog or two over the Summer sea-
son, and I am invariably greeted by a 
family of rabbits if I attend the Hospital 
Garden after an evening meeting. Butter-
flies have been numerous too, but the 
vast majority have been Large and Small 
Whites. However, one sunny afternoon I 
recorded and photographed a female 
Common Blue butterfly laying eggs on 

the sprigs of Birds Foot Trefoil close to the Garden sign. 
 
The Hospital Staff are visiting the garden at lunch and afternoon teatime, and I 
met up with over twenty staff admiring the birds and butterflies that floated around 
their picnic table in the middle of July. 
 
We had the wildlife garden judged by the Royal Horticultural Society and to 
our great delight were awarded their top certificate for an Outstanding Wildlife 
Garden, in their Good Neighbourhood Scheme. 
 
The Hospital Garden was visited on Oct 24th by the Croyde and Georgeham 
Garden Society - word has got out! 
 
 

GAVIN HAIG 

GAVIN HAIG 
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Small Tortoiseshell crashes despite heatwave 
 
Numbers of one of the UK’s best-known 
garden butterflies have plummeted this 
summer despite the record-breaking hot 
weather, results from the Big Butterfly 
Count have revealed. 
 
The Small Tortoiseshell suffered its worst 
summer in the history of the Big Butterfly 
Count with sightings falling by 32% com-
pared to last year. 
 
Just 23,000 Small Tortoiseshell were counted 
by participants across the UK during the 
three-week recording period which coincided 
with the joint hottest summer on record. 
 
The population of the once common and 
widespread Small Tortoiseshell has collapsed 
by 75% since the 1970s and there are now 
growing concerns amongst scientists for the butterfly’s long-term future. 
 
Reasons for the ongoing decline are being investigated with climate change, 
pollution and parasites all possible culprits. 
 
Hot, dry weather experienced across the UK this summer should have helped most 
butterflies, but the Small Tortoiseshell was not the only species to suffer a slump. 
 
Populations of Red Admiral and Comma were well down, 73% and 40% respec-
tively compared to the high numbers seen in the same period last year, and 
Gatekeeper fell by 54%. 
 
But many other common species were seen in improved numbers in response 
to the glorious summer weather. 
 
The three white butterflies enjoyed a bumper summer, each recording large 
increases compared to last year. 
 
The Small White was the most abundant Big Butterfly Count species this sum-
mer with numbers up 161% compared to the same period last year. 
 
Large White came second up 104% compared to 2017’s Count and Green-
veined White was up 78% on the same period last year. The three whites ac-
counted for more than half of the 964,000 butterflies and moths recorded. 

Small Tortoiseshell 
PETER VERNON 
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The whites have had a few lean years so their increased numbers this summer 
may be due to reduced levels of predation by parasitic wasps or that they bene-
fited from the warm spring and summer. 
 
The Count’s blue butterfly species both enjoyed a good summer. The Holly 
Blue recorded its highest ever numbers in the history of the project and was up 
122% compared to 2017. The Common Blue was up 51% on the same period 
last year and had its best results since 2010. 
 
 

Silver-studded Blue (SSB) in Devon in 2018 – Lesley Kerry 
 
The total of the recorded numbers of SSB (although double that of 2017) 
belie the excellent flight period, as by the time of the third count on East 
Devon Pebblebed Heaths many colonies had finished, possibly adversely 
affected by the downpour on 1st July, or maybe the weather was so good 
that mating and egg-laying was achieved in a shorter period of time than 
usual. On the Pebblebeds SSBs were seen in good numbers in the usual 
places, in places where they have not been seen for years and in places 
where they have never been recorded before! Total nos. for the East Devon 
Pebblebed Heaths were 738 (2017 = 367). Similarly in South Devon Mi-
chael Brooking recorded some incredible numbers and discovered a new 
colony at Stannings Rocks SX 69 37. Numbers for Bolt Head were 938 
(2017 = 258). 
 
First Silver-studded recorded was 6th June at Wheathills by David Smith.  
On the East Devon Pebblebed Heaths, areas of potential habitat are still 
expanding on several sites with management clearing areas adjacent to 
existing colonies. The monitoring sites are changing with many of the origi-
nal sites checked since the late 1980s now holding mature heather and less 
bare ground. Some original areas are now so overgrown that it is impossi-
ble to walk through them and no longer hold any SSBs. Given the excep-
tional weather, searches were made in additional areas of potentially good 
habitat resulting in sightings of 41 males and 4 females.  
 
Several SSB recorders searched for eggs on Bic-
ton common on 30th November 2017 resulting in 
23 eggs found on the underside of dead bracken 
fronds. It was found to be easiest to search the 
scattered bracken as the eggs showed up well 
against the brown fronds (see photo right). Two 
searches for caterpillars were made on 19th April 
and 31st May but none were found. More searches 
are planned for 2019. 
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Photos MICHAEL BROOKING 

 
Five male Silver-
studdeds feeding 
on scabious on 
the South Devon 
coast near Bolt 
Head. Huge num-
bers were report-
ed in summer 
2018 by Michael 
Brooking. 

Silver-studdeds 
nectaring on thistle 
along with some 6-
spot Burnet moths. 
Photo taken 24th 
June on the under-
cliffs of the Warren, 
South Devon. 

A butterfly hibernates: 
Whilst watching Small 
Coppers in warm sun-
shine on 26th September 
last year in a field on 
Dartmoor near Manaton, 
I chanced on a Peacock 
flitting about which even-
tually flew towards an 
outbuilding door and en-
tered by suddenly plung-
ing into the dark narrow 
gap (arrowed) between 
door frame and granite 
surrounds. 
Photos: PETE HURST 
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Sightings of Geranium Bronze in Devon in 2018 

The Geranium Bronze, Cacyreus marshalli butterfly has appeared sporadi-
cally in Britain since the 1990’s and has been spread by the horticultural 
trade in Pelargoniums and Geraniums, the caterpillar foodplants. Originally 
from South Africa, the butterfly is now resident in Spain, Italy and southern 
France. It is unlikely to survive our winters though may do so if in a greenhouse.  
 
In Devon, Bryan Smith from Essex was visiting friends in Budleigh Salterton 
last year when he recorded the species there on August 31st, the first rec-
ord for Devon county. On September 27th, David Smith was able to photo-
graph the species on his allotment, also in Budleigh Salterton (see above).  
 
 
Four Hairstreaks around our home… 
In Devon we get 4 Hairstreak species and I have always 
regarded any wildlife site as rather special to hold all 4 spe-
cies. Since recording White-letter Hairstreak here in Chud-
leigh last year, we now have that privilege, which seems 
very surprising. Admittedly Brown Hairstreak has only been 
found as an egg in the hedgerow, but that shows the but-
terfly is about here. For 2 years on the trot a few years ago 
we had a single Green Hairstreak in the garden, a very 
welcome surprise. Purple Hairstreaks were in several ma-
ture Oaks in our road 10 odd years ago but have not been 
seen since, though I know they are still present elsewhere in Chudleigh. After 
the long hot summer last year maybe they will be seen here again. Anyone else 
lucky enough to have all the Hairstreaks around where they live? 

Photos: DAVID SMITH 

Brown Hairstreak egg 

AMANDA HUNTER 
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Chudleigh Knighton Heath and Pearl-
bordered Fritillary  - Pete Hurst 
(A talk given at the Southwest Fritillary Action Group 
meeting 29th November 2018) 
 
Chudleigh Knighton Heath is a 42 hectare SSSI 
nature reserve managed by Devon Wildlife Trust. 
This lowland heathland site is located between 
Chudleigh Knighton village and Bovey Tracey and 
a clay quarry is found on the south eastern edge. It 
is a good place for Nightjar, Stonechat, Dragon-
flies, Small Heath and other butterflies. Dingy Skip-
per survives in the quarry environment and also 
Wall. The reserve is a heathland mosaic  of gorse, 
heather and grassland  with some thin belts of oak and birch woodland. 
 
In Devon we have 7 species of Fritillary - I spent 3 seasons getting to know them 
on organised  BC field events from 1994 onwards.  
 
In the mid 1990’s at Chudleigh Knighton, I had seen early fritillaries when driving to 
Bovey - the heath is bisected by 2 main roads - and soon learned they were Small 
Pearl-bordered Fritillary. A good friend and brilliant naturalist, Maurice Edmonds, 
informed me that the rarer Pearl-bordered was also present on the Heath. I knew 
Pearl-bordered from the well-known colony at Kidden’s Plantation on Haldon 
where the Forestry Commision mowed strips of ground on a 2-year cycle specially 
for them on a south-facing slope. The Haldon population seemed very healthy and 
they could be seen every year in the same place. 
 
On a visit to the Heath around this time, I met a retired couple from West Hill near 
Honiton who had visited Chudleigh Knighton Heath for a great many years. When I 
ventured that Pearl-Bordered was present, they emphatically said: “No, not any 
more. They used to be found here but now it’s only Small Pearl”. 
I asked Maurice Edmonds again if he was sure Pearl-bordered was definitely pre-
sent on the reserve. “Oh yes”, he said “but only in small numbers”. 
 
I searched and searched for Pearl-bordered in each early spring but had no sight-
ings until May 1997 when I chanced upon 2 adults nectaring on Bugle in late after-
noon sunshine on the southwest-facing quarry embankment. Where were they 
breeding - perhaps on the edge of the quarry? I didn’t know. 
 
During the following 5 years, I had 2 more sightings of Pearls nectaring  again on 
Bugle in the same place around the same time of day. But then the quarry slope 
scrubbed up and the open habitat disappeared as did my sightings of the butterfly. 
 
In 2004, John Randall organised a county survey for Pearl-bordered. He asked me 

Clearing ground at the Heath 
PETE HURST 
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to survey the Heath for it, and doing a walk 
through the middle of the reserve I managed to 
record one Pearl. 
 
In 2009, John started regular annual Devon surveys 
for Pearl-bordered, and I searched again for the 
butterfly at the Heath. That year was blank, as was 
2010 and 2011. However after delivering my blank 
result in 2011, John soon contacted me to say that 
he had had 2 separate reports of Pearls at the 
Heath. The recorders had included grid references, 
so I eagerly followed these up and was able to quick-
ly confirm positive sightings of the butterfly. One of the areas was at the farthest 
northern part of the reserve and the other was at the southerly tip. The northern area 
was a woodland patch recently coppiced by the Devon Wildlife Trust to create a 
large glade, and I had no knowledge of it. The southern site was in the area of the 
old railway - a small power line had had a 50 m length of ground beneath it  closely 
cropped - violets, the caterpillar foodplant were present and just a few Pearls pa-
trolled in this tiny warm area. Again, this was an off-the-beaten-track place that I had 
not visited for a while. The coppiced glade to the north gave a maximum day count 
of 10 Pearls when I surveyed that year. 
 
Two years later in 2013, both these areas had scrubbed up and the Pearls had dis-
appeared. Violets and flowers were shaded out. 2014 also showed an absence of 
Pearls in these areas. However, in that year I searched round looking for any recent-
ly cleared areas and found the species in low numbers in a patch of freshly-cleared 
ground beneath a large power line near Dunley Cross. I saw a maximum of 4 on the 
best day, but this increased to 20 by 2017 with some continued management there. 
 
Scrubbing up happens very rapidly and ground clearance may only provide the right 
warm, flowery, herb-rich habitat that the butterfly needs at the Heath for 2 seasons, 3 
at the most. Best areas to clear are where there is an established history of wood-
land or scrub cover and an existing herb layer typically with violets, Bugle, Ground 
Ivy, Primroses and Bluebells amongst others. Some of these plants are important 
nectar plants for the adult butterflies. Boggy areas are less suitable and raised  or 
free-draining ground is better. Where trees have recently spread into heathland are-
as and these are coppiced, there is usually no herb layer present and thus it is not a 
suitable breeding area for the Pearl. This may be related to build up of leaf litter over 
the years. 
 
Devon Wildlife Trust has almost certainly kept Pearl-bordered going at Chudleigh 
Knighton by annual ground clearances around the Heath over the years. Devon BC 
is now involved in annual winter work days to help further at the Heath and liaising 
with DWT we have been able to suggest some good areas to include. We are also 
able to feed back how Pearl responds to any cleared areas. Coppicing and ground 
clearing will always be needed at the Heath for the Pearl to continue there.  

Female Pearl-bordered 
Fritillary PETE HURST 
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