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Welcome to our Autumn Newsletter 

  

 
Contributions to our  
newsletters are always  
welcome. 
Please use the contact details 
below to get in touch!   

 

If you do not wish to receive 
our newsletter in the future, 
simply reply to this message 
with the  word ’unsubscribe’ in 
the title - thank you.  

http://www.facebook.com/bcscotland
http://www.twitter.com/BC_Scotland
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Dates for your Diary 
 
Scottish Members’ Day - Saturday, 8

th
 October 2016  

We are holding our 2016 Scottish Members’ Day at the Battleby Conference Centre, by 
Perth on Saturday 8

th
 October. We have an exciting programme lined up with great 

speakers and interesting talks as well as lots of stands to browse at lunchtime (did I  
mention the delicious lunch provided too!) so whether you have just joined or have been 
a member for many years, we are sure you will enjoy the day.  For more information see 
http://butterfly-conservation.org/244-10090/scotland-members-day.html  
 

Scottish Recorders’ Gathering – Saturday, 18
th

 March 2017 
For everyone interested in recording butterflies and moths, our Scottish Recorders’  
Gathering will be held at the Battleby Conference Centre, by Perth on Saturday, 18

th
 

March 2017.  All welcome - more details will follow in due course.   
See http://butterfly-conservation.org/244-10101/scotland-recorders-gathering.html 

 

Forth Naturalist & Historian Conference—Saturday, 12th November 2016 
The Forth Naturalist & Historian Conference is an annual one day event held at Stirling 
University. This year’s theme is Our Urban Heritage: Gardens and Wildlife Past &  
Present.  For more information go to http://www.fnh.stir.ac.uk  
 
BC events in Scotland 
Don’t forget to check our website at www.butterfly-conservation.org/scotland as well as 
your local Branch website for up-to-date lists of fieldtrips, events etc: 
Highlands & Islands –  www.highland-butterflies.org.uk 
South West Scotland –  www.southwestscotland-butterflies.org.uk 
East Scotland –   www.eastscotland-butterflies.org.uk 
 

   

 

Autumn Work Parties 
 
Wester Moss Volunteer Work-party 
On Sunday 6

th
 November we shall be holding our 

third (and final!) Wester Moss volunteer work party of 
2016. We shall be working to improve the bog habitat 
by removing scrub from the Moss. Great progress has 
been made in this year’s two previous work parties 
with the ditch-blocking dam installed last time out  
already holding water.   
 
Everyone is welcome to come along and cake will be 
provided! Please contact David Hill at dhill@butterfly-
conservation.org to book your place.  
 
 
 
_______________________________________________________________________ 

 

http://butterfly-conservation.org/244-10090/scotland-members-day.html
http://butterfly-conservation.org/244-10101/scotland-recorders-gathering.html
http://www.fnh.stir.ac.uk
http://www.butterfly-conservation.org/scotland
http://www.highland-butterflies.org.uk
http://www.southwestscotland-butterflies.org.uk
http://www.eastscotland-butterflies.org.uk
mailto:dhill@butterfly-conservation.org
mailto:dhill@butterfly-conservation.org
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Dates for your Diary 
 
S.O.B.S  Save our Beautiful Snout Workparty 

Dun Dubh Wood, Aberfoyle - 16
th

 October 2016  

The Beautiful Snout was thought to be an English and Irish species until June 2013 when 
the moth was recorded in the garden of Jane and Arthur Jones at the Narrows, Loch Ard 
near Aberfoyle. It has now been found at two other sites nearby and especially at Dun 
Dubh Wood, where the moth breeds. 
The wood is an old Oak wood with a 
strong well established under growth 
of Blaeberry, the moth’s larval food 
plant. This sheltered layer of  
Blaeberry is considered a crucial  
requirement in the Moth’s ecology.  

The wood is the only confirmed 
breeding site in Scotland for this 
moth and an important ecosystem in 
its own right. Fifty other moth species 
were recorded in just one night of 
trapping including the nationally rare 
Bilberry Pug, which also feeds on 
Blaeberry. 

The Blaeberry undergrowth is being crowded out 
by Rhododendrons and conifers which need to be 

removed urgently! 

Following the success of the first event, a second 
work party is organised for Sunday, 16

th
 October 

2016, 10.30 am until 3.30pm. Jacket potatoes, tea, 
coffee, cake and biscuits will be provided.  Wellies 
(or stout working boots) together with warm water-

proof clothing are needed and a pack lunch and cold drinks if you require. 

Interested in volunteering for the day! 

Please contact Paul Mapplebeck on 01505 348024, mobile 07527 957835 or email at 
paulm3@ntlworld.com for further details of the meeting point, etc, and availability of 
transport from Paisley, Glasgow and Stirling. 

______________________________________________________________________ 

Two October work parties to benefit threatened butterflies and moths 

The following two work parties will be held in October to benefit two priority species; 
Small Blue and Small Dark Yellow Underwing. 

Small Dark Yellow Underwing Workparty 

 Ralia near Newtonmore - Thursday 6th October (9am to 3pm) 

In partnership with Network Rail we will be removing scrub, mainly broom and birch, with 
handtools to prevent further shading-out of bearberry, the sole larval foodplant of two very 
rare and threatened day-flying moths; Small Dark Yellow Underwing and Netted Mountain 
Moth, on a railway embankment on the main Inverness to Perth line!   

We only have access to the site from 9am until 3pm on Thursday 6
th
 October and will be 

accompanied by a Network Rail linesman.  A notified blockage has been placed on the 

mailto:paulm3@ntlworld.com


4 

Dates for your Diary 
line so all passing trains are aware of the work!  In addition all volunteers will have to 
wear high visibility clothing (provided), but please bring your own if you have any!  
Handtools i.e. loppers, bowsaws and  
treepoppers as well as gloves will be provided 
but please feel free to bring your own.  Boots 
with good ankle support are advisable as the  
embankment is quite steep.  Plenty of tea,  
coffee and homebaked cakes will also be  
provided. 
The site lies to the south of Newtonmore just 
off the main road (B9150) approximately half-
way between the road bridge (with traffic 
lights) over the Spey and the junction with the 
A9.  Butterfly Conservation Scotland signs will 
be positioned directing attendees along the small track off the main road at NN706972.  
This track is on the left hand side if you have turned off the A9 and on the right hand side 
if you have come through Newtonmore.  Simply follow the signs along this track to the car 
park and then follow the marker flags out to the work site.  

It would be useful to know in advance if you intend to attend.  You are also welcome to 
join us for as little or as long as you are able. 

For more information simply contact Tom Prescott Tel: 01540 661469.  Mob: 07979 
785665 E-mail: tprescott@butterfly-conservation.org 

Small Blue Workparty 
Dunnet Bay - Sunday 30th October (10.30am to 3.30pm) 
This work party is being undertaken as part of the Caithness Biodiversity Partnership’s 
“Small is Bluetiful” project.  This aims to improve the habitat of the county’s last remaining 
Small Blue colonies by enhancing survey and monitoring, raising awareness of their  
existence, and trying to link occupied sites by creating new patches of habitat in between 
to make the overall population more robust.   

The event will take place at Dunnet Bay, which 
lies approximately eight miles east of Thurso.  
The task for the day is to enhance and extend 
the suitable habitat in the dunes by scraping/
cutting back rank vegetation, as well as  
planting out kidney vetch plants specifically 
grown by the group to benefit the butterfly, it 
being the caterpillar’s sole foodplant. 

We will meet at the Seadrift Visitor Centre, nr 
Dunnet, KW14 8XD (grid reference ND219705) 
at 10.30.  The Seadrift Visitor Centre is situated 
at the north end of Dunnet Sands about 1 mile 
from Dunnet village.  From Castletown follow 
the main road towards John O’Groats.  You will pass the Dunnet sand dunes on your left 
and Dunnet Forest on your right.  Turn left at Dunnet Caravan site and park in the main 
beach access car park.  Seadrift is up the stairs above the caravan site reception. 

For more information please contact either Tom Prescott Email: tprescott@butterfly-
conservation.org Tel: 01540 661469, Mob: 07979 785665, or the local Highland Council 
Ranger Marina Swanson, Email: Marina.Swanson@highland.gov.uk Tel: 01955 604588. 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

mailto:tprescott@butterfly-conservation.org
mailto:tprescott@butterfly-conservation.org
mailto:Marina.Swanson@highland.gov.uk


5 

Branch News 

South West Branch 
Dumfries & Galloway Sub-group 
Of our 3 field trips planned for this year, 2 were cancelled due to inclement weather (a  
polite description as this is a family publication!).  As all lepidopterists know, what is  
needed is warm, dry, sunny, and hopefully calm conditions; pouring rain and forecast 
gusts of 40km do not fit into this description. This was very disappointing as site recces a 
few days prior to the planned dates proved very encouraging with the target species 
showing well and in good number (Pearl-bordered Fritillaries at Mabie and Scotch Argus 
at Mossdale; the latter also produced over 125 Peacocks). 

However, the now annual visit to Birkshaw Forest on 31
st
 July coincided with an almost 

reasonable day and produced a respectable list of 10 species of butterflies, 15 day-flying 
moths and a Common Lizard sunning itself close to a Peacock and seemingly eyeing it up 
for lunch. 

The butterfly list included both Essex and 
Small Skippers, the species which we had 
come to see and traditionally  
distinguished (according to the books) by  
differences in the colour of the undersides 
of the tips of their antennae, as shown 
here. 

The Group was also represented at a 
’Community Mothing Event’ in Canonbie 
the following week. These are becoming 
regular events arranged by Peter and Val 
Russell of the ‘Wild Bunch’ Wildlife and 
Gardening Group, Eastriggs.  They 
‘volunteer’ moth traps to their group  
members who run them in their gardens 
and open them at a central location next morning. The highlight of the morning was found 

hiding at the bottom of an otherwise not 
very full Skinner Trap and announced to a 
cry of ‘there’s an Old Lady!’. This wasn’t a  
description of the participants (so we were 
assured) but of a scarce species in D&G, 
and pictured below. To those of you  
familiar with it we are sure you’ll agree it’s 
quite a spectacular beast, and it was a 
new one (a lifer?) to all those present.                               
Susan and Richard 
Dumfries and Galloway Sub-Group 
dandgbutterflies@gmail.com 
 
 
 
 
 

 
_______________________________________________________________________ 

  A Small Skipper from Birkshaw Forest showing orange underside 

of antennae tips.  These would be black in the Essex © R Eagles 

   Old Lady recorded at Canonbie  © R Eagles 
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Branch News 

Highland Branch 
Vanessids 
During September I have been pleasantly astonished at the good numbers of Vanessids 
about. 

A walk through Culbin Forest on the 6th was a treat.  I came across a sunny, purple 
heather glade, out of the wind; a glade that has been managed to keep electricity pylons 
clear. I watched four Peacocks, three Painted Ladies and a Red Admiral nectaring. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

However, walking further around the forest I subsequently saw another 12/15 Peacocks 
and three more Painted Ladies.  Lovely to see that rosy blush on the underwing (hence its 
name!).  Stunning sight. 

Then on the 10th, on a saunter here in Inverness behind Craig Dunain Hospital old  
building I spotted 5 Red Admirals, 3 Peacocks and one Painted Lady. It would have been 
exciting to have come across a Comma amongst all these Vanessids.  Since then we've 
had Painted Ladies and Red Admirals and Peacocks in our garden.  Interestingly, I  
haven't observed one Small Tortoiseshell butterfly during September. Most worrying. 

So, are all these Painted Ladies from a second brood? Or are they a further influx on the 
recent heatwave; brought in by warm Mediterranean winds?  I ask myself this because 
this Spring I was finding Painted Ladies at Knockan Crag and on the lower slopes of Ben 
More Coigach and also one Saturday whilst planting Kidney Vetch (for Small Blues) at 
Ardersier. 
Mark Wynn 
Highland Branch Chair 
_______________________________________________________________________ 

Painted Lady by Les McIntosh 
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Branch News 

East Branch 
Butterflies 

Northern  Brown Argus 

East Scotland is fortunate to be home to the majority of sites of this national priority  
species in Scotland. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

This year has seen survey work carried out in Perthshire and Angus, Aberdeenshire and 
for the Yarrow Argus Project in the Borders. 

The Perthshire and Angus group, headed by Cathy Cauldwell hope to visit all recorded 
sites to determine whether the butterfly is still present and to determine the status of the 
larval food plant, the Common Rock-rose, in the area. This year 3 sites have been found 
where there has been no record for at least 10 years and 12 sites surveyed. The project 
will take a few years to complete and more volunteers are needed to speed up the  
process. Similar work has to be carried out in Aberdeenshire. 

A full report for all areas should be available for the Spring . 

 

Speckled Wood 

This woodland species continues to 
spread into Perthshire, Aberdeenshire 
and Fife. 

This year it has been recorded around 
Ballater and on the south coast of Fife.  
 
Not long before it reaches Angus? 
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Branch News 
 

Small Blue 

This species continues to do well in Berwickshire with butterflies recorded at all known 
breeding sites. 

In Angus an amazing 48 were recorded at the inland site at Glamis with good numbers 
also recorded at its stronghold at Barry Budden/Carnoustie. 

 

Painted Lady 

Good numbers of the Painted Lady have been sighted around  coastal areas and further 
inland.  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
    Painted Lady by Adrian Breeman 
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Branch News 
Moths 
Moths Atlas 

Survey work for the new Moths Atlas is drawing to a close.  The last 5 years have seen 
trapping in a lot of previously under recorded squares and the Branch now has much  
better coverage. 

Results for inclusion in the Moths Atlas have to be submitted to head Office by March 
2017 so send your results to your local moth recorder asap to give them time to verify 
and collate all the records before the deadline. 

 

Dark Bordered Beauty 

 

This Deeside rarity has fared better than feared 
after Storm Frank led to many of the sites being 
flooded. As well as quite a few moths being  
recorded at known sites, 2 new sites have also 
been found. 

 

 

 

 

 

Kentish Glory 

Not many Kentish Glory adults 
have been recorded from 
known sites this year and only 
a few egg batches were found. 
However at Dinnet several full-
grown caterpillars were found 
which will hopefully pupate. 

 

 

 

 

Branch Committee 
The Branch is still looking for a Branch Chair and Branch Organiser. If you are interested 
in filling either of these posts please contact the Branch Secretary (Glyn Edwards - 
glynedwards19@yahoo.com ) for further details. 

Glyn Edwards 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
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Conservation News 
 
‘Tis the season for migrant 
moths! 
 
Death’s-head Hawkmoth 
We have had 2 records this September of the  
spectacular Death’s-head Hawkmoth, one from 
St. Monans Harbour in Fife and the other from  
Pencaitland, East Lothian.  You can see quite  
clearly the famous skull marking in the photo. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Convolvulus Hawk-moth 
The stunning Convolvulus Hawkmoth has 
also been recorded at various locations in 
the North-east of Scotland.   

 
 

Olive-tree Pearl 
And last but not least, the rare micromoth, Olive-tree Pearl (Palpita vitrealis) is a new  
record for both Banffshire and the NE of Scotland.  It was recorded by Roy Leverton in his 
garden on the 25th September and he managed to get this great photograph of it too!  
The Olive-tree Pearl has an interesting name and as Roy explains “Olive-tree Pearl, its 
recently-coined English name, is actually quite a good one. Its previous scientific name 
was unionalis, after the pearl mussel genus Unio. The wings do have a slight pearly lus-
tre. And olive is a foodplant. Its current scientific name vitrealis is equally appropriate, 
likening it to glass because of its transparency.” 
 

       Convolvulus Hawkmoth by Helen Mainwood - Golspie  

Death’s-head Hawkmoth by East Lothian Rangers 

                             Olive-tree Pearl by Roy Leverton 
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Conservation News 
Rearing Vapourer Moth 
I can’t remember exactly when I first reared Vapourer Moth. It was way back in my early 

childhood, long before I began to document such things in my notebook like a proper  

scientist should. Certainly I was familiar with the moth and its brightly coloured hairy  

caterpillar while still at primary school. Over the years I reared it several times, first to  

obtain specimens for my boyhood moth collection and later to photograph the various 

stages in its life cycle - an exciting new hobby.  

 

Photography was so much better than collecting specimens that inevitably faded or  

succumbed to mites, mould and grease. Moths and caterpillars could also be depicted in 

their natural postures and surroundings. Of course, there is no such thing as the perfect 

photo, but that’s all part of the challenge, the urge to do better next time. So when on 11
th
 

May 2016 I came upon a Vapourer cocoon on the sea cliffs at Portknockie, still encrusted 

with unhatched eggs, it wasn’t just a useful Banffshire record. It was also an opportunity 

to improve on my last series of Vapourer shots, taken as long ago as 1996. I hadn’t been 

particularly pleased with those photos even at the time.  Nevertheless, I was a bit  

reluctant to rear this species again for reasons that will become clear. 

 

I took the cocoon home and kept it under  

observation. The first eggs hatched on 23
rd

 

May, and others gradually followed over the 

next few days. Initially, the caterpillars’ only 

instinct was to climb. They showed no  

interest in feeding on any of the foliage  

offered. They were still in their dispersal 

mode, when they spin silk threads and float 

away on the breeze to land wherever chance 

takes them. Their mother couldn’t fly, but 

they can! This explains why they are able to 

feed on almost any plant if necessary.  

 

By 4
th
 June fewer than half the eggs had 

hatched. Staggered hatching is well-known in 

this species, first being mentioned by  

Edward Newman in 1867. It results in one 

long extended flight period, giving the false 

impression that there is more than one brood, 

especially as the larvae grow at different 

rates. Since I already had far more than needed, I placed the cocoon with unhatched 

eggs on a suitable birch, then released the surplus caterpillars here and there in the 

heather at a known site for the species. Twenty would be more than ample for my  

purpose. There was no necessity to allow for losses when this is such an easy species to 

rear. 
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Conservation News 

 

 

 

And so it proved. The first moth emerged on 19
th
 July, and more appeared over the next 

few days. These early ones were all males, a lovely rich chestnut brown, but eventually 

two females emerged on 27
th
 July. I was able to get all the shots I wanted: males drying 

their wings, a mating pair, then the female ovipositing on her cocoon, rhythmically pump-

ing out her eggs until she had covered the whole surface of the silk, each one precisely 

placed. Having got my pictures I released the moths and remaining cocoons in appropri-

ate habitat, wishing them luck. 
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Conservation News 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Whilst the project was a success, there was a hard 

price to pay, as anyone who has reared Vapourer will 

know only too well. The caterpillar’s barbed hairs are 

seriously irritating to sensitive skin. Handling larvae 

and cocoons, or simply changing the foodplant, is a 

hazardous undertaking. The hairs are light enough to 

float. They get everywhere despite all precautions. 

Protective clothing and gloves themselves become  

impregnated. My desk and all the ledges in my study 

are now contaminated and will remain so for months. 

As for the rearing containers, I had to throw these 

away. Anyone tempted to rear Vapourer should first fill 

out a health and safety risk assessment form and  

seriously debate whether to go through with it. It’s a 

very interesting moth, but I’m never, EVER, going to 

rear it again. Though that’s what I said last time, and 

the time before… 

Roy Leverton 

 

———————————————————————————————————————-- 
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Project Updates 
Get Growing in Glasgow 
The Urban Butterfly Project is working with Glasgow City Council Countryside Ranger 
Team and their TCV Natural Talent intern to grow wildflowers to help butterflies. Can you 
help? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In September we held a work party at Pollok 
Country Park to collect seeds from wildflowers 
which are of greatest benefit to butterflies. For 
this project we are focussing on the Common 
Blue butterfly, which has disappeared from 
many of the sites it used to occupy in  
Glasgow. The caterpillars of that butterfly need 
Bird’s-foot trefoil (Lotus corniculatus) so we’ve 
collected the seeds and will sow them soon. 
The seedlings will be grown on at the new 
wildflower nursery facilities at Pollok, before 
being planted out at certain sites in Glasgow 
next year. 
We need volunteers to help with a few tasks, 
including the sowing of seeds, pricking out and 
growing on of seedlings at the nursery. We’ll 
have indoor work parties with tea, cake and 
plenty of butterfly banter. If you’re green-
fingered and want to join our next work parties, 
contact Anthony McCluskey on 
amccluskey@butterfly-conservation.org   Birds-foot trefoil by Andy Scott 

Common Blue by briart 

mailto:amccluskey@butterfly-conservation.org
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Project Updates 

 

 

 

 

Dragons and Damsels invade the Moss 
Last year at Butterfly Conservation Scotland’s Wester Moss Nature Reserve an innovative 
restoration technique called ‘peat bunding’ was tried in order to prevent the bog habitat 
from drying out. Whilst the work was aimed at conserving the Large Heath butterfly colony 
it now seems that another group of insects has benefitted too!  

 

Dragonflies and damselflies have usually been relatively scarce at Wester Moss due to 
the lack of open water habitat. However the new bund has created several large pools 
which this summer have become an attraction for at least six species of Dragons and 
Damsels. Species seen so far include Southern Hawker, Common Hawker, Common 
Darter and Black Darter dragonflies alongside Emerald and Large Red Damselflies. Whilst 
none of these species can be considered unusual, it is quite remarkable how quickly 
these species have found the new habitat to colonise.  
David Hill  
Peatland Restoration Project Officer 
 

For more information about Butterfly Conservation Scotland’s peatland restoration 

activities please visit: 

Our blog:  www.bogsquad.weebly.com  

Our website: www.butterfly-conservation.org/bogsquad  

Contact us:  Email: peatproject@btconnect.com 

Phone: 01786 447753 

 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

Common Hawker dragonfly ovipositing in the new pools at Wester Moss  

http://www.bogsquad.weebly.com
http://www.butterfly-conservation.org/bogsquad
mailto:peatproject@btconnect.com


16 

Species Champions 
 
Species Champions 
Species Champions is an award-winning initiative by Scottish Environment Link that asks 
Members of the Scottish Parliament (MSPs) to lend political support to the protection of 
Scotland’s threatened wildlife by becoming ‘Species Champions’. 
 
The first 48 Champions have just been announced and we are delighted that 8 of our 
MSPs have agreed to become Species Champions for our threatened butterflies and 
moths and would like to thank them for their support. They are as follows: 
 
Kate Forbes - Chequered Skipper 
Richard Lyle - Common Blue 
Claudia Beamish - Forester  
John Scott - Grayling 
Aileen Campbell - Large Heath  
John Lamont - Northern Brown Argus 
Liz Smith - Slender Scotch Burnet 
Clare Adamson - Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary 
 
For more information about Species Champion go to http://www.scotlink.org/work-areas/
species-champions/ 

Butterfly Conservation Company, limited by guarantee, registered in England (2206468).  
Registered Office: Manor Yard, East Lulworth, Wareham, Dorset, BH20 5QP.  
Charity registered in England & Wales (254937) and in Scotland (SCO39268) 

http://www.scotlink.org/work-areas/species-champions/
http://www.scotlink.org/work-areas/species-champions/

