
 
 

Welcome to our Spring Newsletter 
 
Contributions to our newsletters are always welcome – please contact Shona at 
sgreig@butterfly-conservation.org or the postal address below.  If you do not wish to 
receive our newsletter in the future, simply reply to this message with the word 
‘unsubscribe’ in the title – thank you. 
 
Scotland Team (Paul Kirkland, Tom Prescott, Shona Greig, David Hill & 
Anthony McCluskey) 
Butterfly Conservation Scotland 
Balallan House, Allan Park, Stirling, FK8 2QG   
t:    01786 447753 
e:   scotland@butterfly-conservation.org     
w:  www.butterfly-conservation.org/scotland 
 

Join us on Facebook!   
By joining us on Facebook, you can keep up to date with the latest news and 
sightings! Send us your photos and let us know what’s going on where you are and 
cheer up your newsfeed and compare notes with others passionate about butterflies, 
moths and the natural world! Be friends with us at www.facebook.com/bcscotland   

 

 Follow us on Twitter!  
We have recently joined Twitter and would love if you would follow us 
www.twitter.com/BC_Scotland  
 
 
Recorders’ Gathering 2016 
We had a record turnout at our annual Scottish Recorders’ Gathering on the 19th 
March, held at Battleby Conference Centre, near Perth. We had a great day of 
butterfly and moth talks and presentations.  As usual, at lunchtime, the ‘Live Moths’ 
session was very popular and we saw a lovely Yellow Horned amongst others.  The 
sun was out and the lovely weather brought out both a Comma and Small 
Tortoiseshell.  A big thank you to all our speakers and participants and to Scotia 
Seeds and Anglian Lepidoptera Supplies for their help in making the day such a 
success! 
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
 
Gardening Scotland 2016 
This year, Butterfly Conservation Scotland will be back with a stand at Gardening 
Scotland.  We are really looking forward to it and hope you will drop by to say hello 
and find out what we are up to if you are coming along to the event.  Gardening 
Scotland runs from 3rd to 5th June this year at The Royal Highland Centre, Edinburgh 
– for more info go to www.gardeningscotland.com  
 
Royal Highland Show 2016 
It’s Showtime! - Royal Highland Show, Edinburgh (23rd to 26th June)  
Butterfly Conservation Scotland are delighted to have been invited to have a display 
stand in the RSPB marquee at this year’s Royal Highland Show.  There is something 
for everyone at the Show and if you fancy a day out, then don’t forget to pop along 
and say hi!  For more info just go to http://royalhighlandshow.org  
 
VOLS Needed! 
We will need volunteers to help on our stands at both the Royal Highland Show and 
Gardening Scotland so if you could lend a hand for a morning or afternoon in return 
for free entry to the Show, please just contact Shona sgreig@butterfly-
conservation.org  
 
Moth Night 2016 (9th to 11th June) 
Moth Night(s) will take place this year on 9th to 11th June.  Organised by Atropos and 
Butterfly Conservation, Moth Night is the annual celebration of moth recording 
throughout Britain and Ireland with local events aimed at raising awareness among 
the general public, and also to target particular species.  
 
Every year, Moth Night has a theme, although recorders are always welcome and 
encouraged to do their own thing.  The main theme for Moth Night 2016 is Hawk-
moths.  
Check for local moth events at www.mothnight.info  
 

 
This year’s Big Butterfly Count runs from 15th July to 7th August  
See www.bigbutterflycount.org for more info. 

 
Scottish Members’ Day – Saturday, 8th October 2016  
Our annual Scottish Members’ Day will be held at the Battleby Conference Centre, by 
Perth on Saturday, 8th October 2016. More information will follow in due course. 
 
BC Branch events in Scotland 
As this is the Spring issue and the start of the recording season, we have listed at the 
end of this newsletter all the Butterfly Conservation Scotland Branch and related  
events that have been planned to date for 2016. 
 
 

 

http://www.gardeningscotland.com/
http://royalhighlandshow.org/
mailto:sgreig@butterfly-conservation.org
mailto:sgreig@butterfly-conservation.org
http://www.mothnight.info/
http://www.bigbutterflycount.org/
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BRANCH NEWS 

East Branch 
 

Northern Brown Argus in East Scotland 

 
We are fortunate in East Scotland to have probably the majority of colonies in the UK 
for this conservation priority butterfly. It is found from Deeside, through western 
Perthshire, upland Angus, the Sidlaws, Fife and East Lothian to the Borders. 
However, there are many sites with no recent records and almost certainly others 
waiting to be discovered. This year we are starting a survey to confirm where it is still 
present and also to carry out a simple assessment of the condition of the habitat at 
sites. The presence of the butterfly is relatively easy to detect - in sunny conditions it 
flies freely and will perch to allow identification. And in poor weather, even when it's 
raining, the conspicuous white eggs which are obligingly laid in the upper surface of 
Rock-rose leaves are easy to spot. This plant is the only one used by the caterpillars 
and so when looking for new colonies finding Rock-rose is a good first step. Because 
sites holding the species tend to be small and on land not suitable for cultivation they 
are vulnerable to over-grazing and inappropriate tree-planting both of which can 
reduce or eliminate the foodplant. One aim of the survey is to gain a better 
understanding of how sites are faring and whether action might be taken to prevent 
the loss of colonies. 
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If you'd like to help with this important survey you should contact the person in your 
area who will be able to provide details of sites and the methods of survey: 
NE Scotland - Helen Rowe Helen.Rowe@aberdeenshire.gov.uk  
Perthshire & Angus - Glyn Edwards glynedwards19@yahoo.com 
Fife - Duncan Davidson  Duncan.davidson@calnexsol.com 
East Lothian & Borders - Richard Buckland r.buckland@blueyonder.co.uk 
Barry Prater                            

 
East Scotland Branch AGM - Saturday 9th April 2016 

Venue: Mezzanine Room, City of Edinburgh Methodist Church, 25 Nicholson   
            Square, Edinburgh EH8 9BX 
 
Timing and Provisional Programme  
10.30  Arrival, coffee & tea 
11.00 Annual General Meeting 

 Welcome and apologies for absence 

 Minutes of previous AGM in 2013 (available on branch website) 

 Chairman's address 

 Treasurer's report 

 Election of Officers 

 Any Other Business 

11.30 'Walking in a Small Blue Wonderland' (Iain Cowe, Borders Butterfly  

                                                                              Recorder) 

12.00 Discussion 

12.15 Lunch break (you can bring your own or visit the excellent Well Café in the  

                                    building) 

12.45 'State of the UK's Butterflies 2015' 

 'Butterflies, Bees and Trees' (Apithanny Bourne, Youth Engagement  

                                                              Officer) 

13.30 'Excitement of the Moth Hunt' (Gerald Lincoln, Fife) 

14.00 Discussion & close of meeting 
 
Note: At the AGM our Chairman/Branch Organiser will be standing down and we are 
very keen to ensure continuity of the work of the branch. If you would like to put 
yourself forward - or to nominate another member (with their agreement) to take on 
this role or to help the work of the committee in any other way - please let Barry 
Prater know as soon as possible. Also, feel free to contact him for more information 
on what might be involved when joining the committee. 
 
The venue (http://www.edinburghmethodist.com/) is situated about 1km south from 
Waverley Station; go along North Bridge, South Bridge and then Nicholson Street; a 
little way past the Festival Theatre you will see Nicholson Square on the right. The 
church is in the far left corner of the square and there is a car park next to it run by 
the nearby mosque. The car park costs around £7 for the day and the machine only 
takes coins so come prepared if you park here. Other Edinburgh parking places can 
be found here http://en.parkopedia.co.uk/parking/edinburgh/ . There is some very 
limited free parking just outside the church for people with mobility problems but this 
is only available on a first-come first-served basis. 
Barry Prater 
 
 

mailto:Helen.Rowe@aberdeenshire.gov.uk
glynedwards19@yahoo.com
Duncan.davidson@calnexsol.com
r.buckland@blueyonder.co.uk
http://www.edinburghmethodist.com/
http://en.parkopedia.co.uk/parking/edinburgh/
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South & West Branch 
 

Invitation to Branch Open Day & AGM 
Saturday, 14th May 2016 @ Raquet Hall, Eglinton Country Park, Irvine, Ayrshire,  

                                             KA12 8TA 

Programme 
10.00 am:  Registration, Refreshments and Moth Trap viewing 
 
10.25 am:  Welcome, Paul Mapplebeck, Committee Chair  
 
10.30 am:  Scottish Butterfly Identification and Monitoring Workshop 
 
12.15 pm   Lunch followed by a ‘Walk in the Park’ 
 
14.00 pm:  Branch AGM and Treasurer’s Report 
 
14.40 pm:  Talk – Topic to be advised 
 
15.10 pm:  Raffle Prizes and Summary  
 
15.30 pm:  Close 
 
Free entry – non-members, family and friends most welcome 

 
Please let us know if you are coming by e-mailing Branch Chairman: 
Paul Mapplebeck paulm3@ntlworld.com 07527 957835 or write to: 
Paul Mapplebeck, 29 Main Road, Elderslie, Johnstone, PA5 9BA 
 
Getting to Eglington Country Park 
http://www.northayrshire.gov.uk/eglinton 
How to get there:   

By Cycle: 
Access by long distance paths from Irvine and Gailes in the south, or Kilwinning, 
Ardrossan and Glasgow from the north. Both the Sustrans National Route 7 and 
Cunninghame Cycleway Route 73 run past our Country Park.  
By Bus: 
From Irvine Cross, take the number 11 Ardrossan bus to the Dykehead Cottage's 
stop. From there follow the footpath into the park. From Kilwinning, take the number 
11 Kilmarnock bus to the Dykehead Cottage's stop. From there follow the footpath 
into the park. More information from Traveline Scotland 0971 2002233.  
By Car : 
We are situated between Irvine and Kilwinning. Access is from the A78 Eglinton 
interchange or from the A737 from Kilwinning.  
 
There is free parking at the Country Park and disabled facilities.  Let us know if you 
can offer a lift to other attendees. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:paulm3@ntlworld.com
http://www.northayrshire.gov.uk/eglinton
http://www.sustrans.org.uk/ncn/map#map/route/route-7?&_suid=13679356019330906363882128987
http://www.sustrans.org.uk/ncn/map/route/route-73
http://www.travelinescotland.com/welcome.do
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CONSERVATION NEWS 
Moths of the Month Photos 

A new set of pages has been added to the East Scotland Branch website aimed at 
moth-ers learning their trade (so that is most of us!).  There is a page for every vice 
county for every month of the year showing the macro moths that could be seen.  
Feedback received suggests that similar pages for the Lothians area have been 
found to be very valuable by moth recorders in that region over the last couple of 
years. Hopefully extending the facility across Scotland, but specific to your local area 
will be useful to many of you. 

The National Moth Recording Scheme's database has records for each of the 
species for a given vice county for the highlighted month. The photographs are taken 
from the Scottish County Moth Recorders' Voucher Archive.  If the Archive has a 
photo of the species for the Vice County in question then that will be shown, 
otherwise a photo from another Scottish VC will display.   

A simple algorithm has been used to provide an indication of abundance of the 
species in that month (not of its abundance generally) for records since January 
2000. Categories range from ‘Very Likely’ for those with many records to ‘Very 
Unlikely’ for those with very few records.  Species for which there are less than five 
records are not shown. The category has been based on the number of records that 
the moth has for that month in that VC compared to the total counts for that VC in 
that month for all species.  Some inappropriate categories may therefore be shown, 
but any species with 'Very Unlikely', or for beginners 'Unlikely' against them should 
be verified with your CMR. 

http://eastscotland-butterflies.org.uk/monthphotos.html
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The first couple of rows of the moth photos table on the page for VC96 for April is 

shown as an example.  The table of photos gets rather larger for the pages of the 

months with more species flying. The Moths by Month page is at this web address 

 http://eastscotland-butterflies.org.uk/monthphotos.html. 

 

Good luck moth-ing in 2016 and don’t forget to try for these early in the year species 
if we get a mild night!  Mark Cubitt 

 
Doune Ponds Comes Alive Again! 
After a long period of neglect and disuse, the former Doune Ponds LNR is entering a 
new phase of activity under the aegis of local people after being handed over by 
Stirling Council. Over the past year, volunteers from the Doune Community 
Woodland Group, formed in 2014 with the encouragement of Moray Estates 
Development Company as landowners, have carried out a range of work to re-open 
the network of footpaths, rebuild steps, clear fallen trees and debris and constructed 
a new duck platform to promote greater 
use of this important local amenity.  
 
The site has long been noted for its plants 
and fungi, and now attention is turning to 
its wider biodiversity potential.  I recently 
used two locations at the Ponds for a 2015 
National Moth Night trapping session 
which, despite the wet weather, still 
attracted a group of folk from the village to 
inspect the results, principally a nice hatch 
of Canary Shouldered Thorns. See picture:  

 
There is great scope to carry out more survey work and habitat diversification for 
butterflies and moths at Doune Ponds, so watch this space!  
Nick Cooke  Nick@clearserv.co.uk  

http://eastscotland-butterflies.org.uk/monthphotos.html
mailto:Nick@clearserv.co.uk
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Moths of the Forth and Tay & Loch Lomond National Park’ 
 
I returned to mothing about 30 years after I had 
abandoned it in the late 1970s. What a different 
world I found! Instead of a lonely pursuit with just 
Richard South’s two volumes as my guide and John 
Heath at the Biological Records Centre my only 
point of contact, I found that many new avenues 
had opened up. For example, the internet and its 
many websites and photographs, proper field 
guides, County Moth Recorders and many other 
innovations had emerged, allowing me to identify 
species more reliably, discuss my records with 
others and also see them in a Scotland-wide 
context.  
Once I started to try and spread word of these 
exciting developments, however, I realised that all 
too often the technical jargon, bewilderingly-wide 
coverage by field guides, high start-up equipment 
costs and the quite proper rigour embedded in this 
new mothing age could get in the way of enjoying 
moths for their simple beauty and interest. Developing an affection for moths surely 
precedes, and then stimulates, a deepening interest in their lives and conservation? I 
felt what was needed was a more straightforward and enjoyment-based doorway into 
the mothing world that used mostly everyday language, could be begun rather 
informally and relied upon identification marks that newcomers could easily spot and 
apply. From a quite different angle, but perhaps equally worrying, was my burgeoning 
collection of moth photos which had no obvious use. My solution to these twin 
problems was to assemble a guide to the moths of my home area, central Scotland. I 
soon found out I would need to learn a lot more about moths! Since the project 
involved no hard deadlines, the work would stop over the warm months and be all-
absorbing during the dull mid-winter period. By early 2016 I could see an end in sight; 
the text was written, photos edited, drawings done and an index assembled. I wanted 
to see how it would look ‘in the flesh’, however, so I ordered a single draft copy 
because the computer-screen version inevitably failed to show how the printed book 
would look and feel. I waited anxiously to see the result.  
I was happy to find that both mothers and non-mothers liked the book. The former 
group appreciated its coverage (470 species), easily accessible images of familiar 
and less-familiar species and its guide to tricky IDs; the latter group because they 
were excited to see such a variety of beautiful creatures could be found so near to 
where they lived. Now that the final version is close to completion, after review, I 
hope some of you may find it a useful addition to your bookshelf or that of a friend 
who you think could do with one more nudge in the direction of mothing. The e-book 
option may appeal to a new audience? 
Please contact David Bryant (dmbryant@btinternet.com) if you would like to arrange 
for a copy to be printed for you. I will need a name, e-mail and postal address so your 
book can be sent directly to your home. Prices will be at cost (and include a £3 
donation to Butterfly Conservation for each copy). At present the at cost prices for 
single copies are about £9 (e-book, for iPad or Tablet), £23 (soft-back) and £33 
(hard-back), plus P&P, mailed directly from the printer. It will take about 2 weeks for 
hard-copy orders to arrive, much less for the e-book version.  
David Bryant 
 
 

 

mailto:dmbryant@btinternet.com
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Polli:Nation is an exciting UK wide initiative supporting pupils from 260 schools to 

turn their school grounds and other local walk-to spaces into pollinator friendly 
habitats. For more info go to http://www.polli-nation.co.uk/  
 
Lyme Disease 
As the field season is about to get underway please remember to be aware of the 
potential dangers of lyme disease.   
For more information see http://www.lymediseaseaction.org.uk/about-lyme/faq/ 
 
Here are weblinks to take you straight to our Scottish Reserves:  
http://butterfly-conservation.org/842-1953/allt-mhuic-loch-arkaig.html  
http://butterfly-conservation.org/842-1954/mabie-forest-dumfries-and-galloway.html  
http://butterfly-conservation.org/842-1955/wester-moss-stirling.html  

 
PROJECT UPDATES 

 
Urban Butterfly Project: ID training workshops open for booking! 
 
Butterfly Conservation’s new ‘Urban Butterfly Project’ is set to launch this spring, with 
a number of Butterfly ID and Recording workshops in Glasgow, Stirling and Fife now 
announced. We’d love to see some of you at these events, so visit our events page 
to see if there’s anything happening near you.  
 

One of the main aims of this project is to encourage greater recording of butterflies in 

urban greenspaces such as parks, gardens, allotments and urban nature reserves.  

Even if you can’t make it to one of the training events, you can still get involved in the 

project. There’s a free recorders’ pack, including weatherproof ID guide to the 

butterflies of our towns and cities. To find out more visit the Urban Butterfly Project 

website at www.butterfly-conservation.org/urbanbutterflies and our Scotland’s Events 

page at http://butterfly-conservation.org/244/events.html?uf_Class=Scotland 

Anthony McCluskey 

                

 
 
Bogs, blogs and butterflies: The Bog Squad in 2015/6 
 
The Bog Squad has had another successful year in its attempt to improve the 
fortunes of Scotland’s peatlands. Volunteers have been out in force during 2015/6 
and eleven peatland sites have benefitted from their hard work. They have donated 
150 days of their time to our cause, building 52 ditch-blocking dams and clearing 
over 20 hectares of scrub along the way. In total more than 30 hectares of valuable 
peatland habitat has been improved - that’s an area of around 50 football pitches! 
We’ve also been working hard to promote the importance of peatlands for 
Lepidoptera by attending promotional events, giving talks and of course through our 
blog! Two of our project sites are highlighted below: 
 

http://www.polli-nation.co.uk/
http://www.lymediseaseaction.org.uk/about-lyme/faq/
http://butterfly-conservation.org/842-1953/allt-mhuic-loch-arkaig.html
http://butterfly-conservation.org/842-1954/mabie-forest-dumfries-and-galloway.html
http://butterfly-conservation.org/842-1955/wester-moss-stirling.html
http://www.butterfly-conservation.org/urbanbutterflies
http://butterfly-conservation.org/244/events.html?uf_Class=Scotland
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                           Recording moths at Cander Moss 

 
Blairbeich Bog – This beautiful SSSI lies close to the 
southern shores of Loch Lomond and is an excellent 
example of a lowland raised bog. Rare plants such as 
Bog Rosemary are found here along with a colony of 
the Large Heath butterfly. Unfortunately past land 
uses have resulted in this bogs special habitat being 
threatened by drainage and invasive scrub.  
 
Fortunately Bog Squad volunteers have been on hand 
to reverse the declining fortunes of the bog through 
blocking ditches and scrub clearance. We’ve even 
found time to tackle rhododendron shrubs that are  
creeping onto the bog. The future for Blairbeich’s 
special flora and fauna looks much rosier now.     
                                                                                           
 
                                                                                           Large Heath - Tam Stewart                     
 

 
Volunteer group at Langlands Moss 
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Langlands Moss – This local nature reserve on the edge of East Kilbride not only 
supports rare Lepidoptera species such as the Large Heath butterfly and the 
Manchester Treble-bar moth, but is also a valuable greenspace for local residents. 
The Friends of Langlands Moss community group have been actively working to 
improve the peatland habitat for many years. And since 2014 much new work has 
been carried out in partnership with the Bog Squad including a series of dams that 
have blocked all the main ditches on the bog. These have now filled up with pools of 
water indicating that the water table has been raised helping to protect the precious 
carbon stored within the peat. It has also provided new habitat for dragonflies and 
other aquatic insects.  
 
For more information about the Bog Squad visit: 
Our blog:  www.bogsquad.weebly.com  
Our website: www.butterfly-conservation.org/bogsquad  
Contact us:  Email: peatproject@btconnect.com 
Phone: 01786 447753 

 

 

SURVEY UPDATES 
 

Garden Butterfly Survey 
The Garden Butterfly Survey is a project aimed at understanding how butterflies are 
faring in the UK’s gardens. We'd like to establish the importance of gardens as a 
habitat for butterflies and determine how people can make the best of their gardens 
to help boost butterfly populations. Sightings and information submitted about 
gardens will help answer these questions. Sightings will also be used by our network 
of county Butterfly Recorders and form part of local and national recording schemes 
that help inform conservation research.  For more information and to take part go to  
www.gardenbutterflysurvey.org  

 

Forester Survey using Pheromone Lures 2016 
I am a PhD student at Canterbury Christ Church University looking at developing and 
utilising pheromone monitoring systems for a number of rare and declining moth 
species. My supervisor Dr Joe Burman has a background in insect chemical ecology 
with a particular interest in Zygaenidae. 
 
This summer we are carrying out a UK-wide survey of Foresters (Adscita statices) 
using pheromone lures. Foresters have declined by 83% between 1980 and 2005. 
Species-specific monitoring to gain a better understanding of their distribution and 
habitat is cited in their UK Priority Species Pages as necessary to assist in the 
Forester’s conservation. 
 
Last year we tested lures developed by Efetov et al. which were based on the 
identified pheromone components of Illiberis rotundata. When Efetov et al. tested 
these in the field in Crimea it was found that a number of Adscita spp. and Jordanita 
spp. were also attracted to the lures. We were sent some of these lures to test with 
Adscita statices in the UK. We tested the lures in Kent and Andrew Masterman 
tested them in Argyll with great success – Foresters were attracted to the lures within 
15 minutes of it being on site. 
 
Using this low-effort and powerful monitoring tool we want to carry out a UK-wide 
survey of Foresters, but to do this we need the help of moth recorders in each 

http://www.bogsquad.weebly.com/
http://www.butterfly-conservation.org/bogsquad
mailto:peatproject@btconnect.com
http://www.gardenbutterflysurvey.org/
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county. From the survey we want to map the Forester’s distribution across the UK, 
gain a better understanding of the habitat types across the UK that Foresters are 
present in/absent from and gain a better understanding of the properties of the 
habitats across the UK that are occupied/unoccupied by Foresters. These are all 
actions identified in the species’ biodiversity action plan that are essential in 
progressing the Forester’s conservation. 
 
For this survey absence data is just as important as presence data. Even if the 
Forester has never occurred in the county it is important to sample so that data from 
all counties has been obtained by the same survey method. To improve 
understanding of the moth’s habitat requirements we need data from where it is 
absent just as much as where it is present. We have 60 vice counties on board so far 
(shown as various shades of green on the map) but want to get as many involved as 
possible. 
 
In counties where the Forester has been recorded (currently or historically), we ask 
for lures to be tested at a minimum of one known and one unknown site. Where the 
Forester has not been recorded we ask that lures are tested at a minimum of two 
unknown sites. For the unknown sites we simply require that larval foodplants are 
present; by being more prescriptive about the types of habitats that are sampled we 
would risk biasing the data. If testing unknown sites I would suggest that if you are 
visiting a site that might contain the larval foodplant, you simply take the lure with 
you, and if moths are there they will be attracted within 15 minutes. 
 
The process is simple – between 16/06 and 30/06 just take the lure to the site, once 
at your chosen spot take out the lure and time 15 minutes and record the number of 
moths attracted. There is a short checklist to fill out about the site.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Map of vice counties, those coloured in various shades of green are participating in the survey, the black 
areas still need covering. 



13 
 

 

 
Forester on pheromone lure July 2015 (photo courtesy of Dr Joe Burman) 

 
We would be very grateful for any help with this survey – the more areas we can 
cover the more thorough the data set we will obtain and the better an understanding 
we will gain. If you are interested in taking part, please email me. 
Ashen Oleander a.oleander131@canterbury.ac.uk  
 

 
Speckled Wood Survey 2016 
2016 is the final year of our 5 year Scottish Speckled Wood butterfly survey.  The 
Speckled Wood butterfly is continuing its expansion in all directions.  It is expanding 
outwards from its ancient refuge populations from Moray and Argyll, and being joined 
by in-comers migrating north from England and even from Northern Ireland!   
 
We are still awaiting our first sighting so keep your eyes peeled and please let us 
know if you spot one!  Send us your records by postcard or email to 
scotland@butterfly-conservation.org or via real-time online recording on our website!  
See your records mapped in front of your eyes – simply go to www.butterfly-
conservation.org/scottishspeckledwood  
 

 
Speckled Wood – Peter Eeles 

 

mailto:a.oleander131@canterbury.ac.uk
http://www.butterfly-conservation.org/scottishspeckledwood
http://www.butterfly-conservation.org/scottishspeckledwood


14 
 

BRANCH EVENTS 
 
The following are all the Branch events that have been confirmed to date, in this 
newsletter, just so everyone can see what is happening Scotland-wide in 2016.  
There really is an incredible amount going on right across Scotland and you are all 
very welcome to come along.  
 
These events are of course also to be found on our excellent Branch websites which 
are kept regularly updated as new events are added: 
 
Highlands & Islands:  
http://butterfly-conservation.org/313/highlands-and-islands-branch.html   
South & West Scotland: 
http://www.southwestscotland-butterflies.org.uk/events2016.shtml  
East Scotland:  
http://butterfly-conservation.org/312/east-scotland-branch.html  
 
And don’t forget to check out their Facebook and Twitter pages too! 

Highland Branch Events and Field Trips 2016 
These are listed below in chronological order. There will be additional events, the 
details of which had not been finalised before this newsletter went to print. These 
events will be advertised on the BC Highland Branch website and e-mailed to those 
members for whom we have an e-mail address.  Apologies to those who do not have 
ready access to a computer. 
If you are not on our e-mail list and would like to be added, please contact Audrey 
Turner, Branch Membership Secretary,  unicorn64@btinternet.com  
If you have any ideas for future field trips or other events please contact Pete Moore, 
Events Organiser,  theconfused@btinternet.com  If you would like a field trip to take 
place in your local area, get in touch and we’ll see what we can organise. 
Please note that these events are open to both BC members and non-members. 
Car sharing. For environmental and social reasons it would be good if people car 
shared when attending events. If you are travelling by car and happy to give 
someone else a lift or if you would like a lift to an event, please contact the event 
leader beforehand and they will try to match people up.  

 

2016 events at a glance – in chronological order: 
APRIL 
Sunday April 3   – habitat management work party for Pearl-bordered Fritillary. Glen 
Orrin, near Muir of Ord 
Saturday April 23 & Sunday April 24   – moth trapping for Kentish Glory. Culbin 
Forest. 
Saturday April 30   - moth trapping for Barred Tooth-striped. Kiltarlity. 
 
MAY 
Sunday May 22   - field trip for Pearl-bordered Fritillary. Glen Orrin, near Muir of Ord 
Saturday May 28 or Sunday May 29   - field trip for Pearl-bordered Fritillary and 
Dingy Skipper. Polmaily, near Drumnadrochit. 
 
JUNE 
Friday June 10 and/or Saturday June 11 -  Moth trapping event as part of National 
Moth Night. Dunnet. 

http://butterfly-conservation.org/313/highlands-and-islands-branch.html
http://www.southwestscotland-butterflies.org.uk/events2016.shtml
http://butterfly-conservation.org/312/east-scotland-branch.html
mailto:unicorn64@btinternet.com
mailto:theconfused@btinternet.com
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Saturday June 11 – Small Blue butterfly Workshop. Dunnet. 
Sunday June 12 – field trip for Small Blue and Dingy Skipper. Glenfeshie. 
Saturday June 25 – work party planting Kidney Vetch for Small Blue. Ardersier. 
Sunday June 26 – moth trapping. Fort Augustus. 
 
JULY 
Saturday July 2 or Sunday July 3 – field trip for butterflies. Fort William. 
Saturday July 23 – field trip for Kentish Glory larvae. Culbin Forest. 
Friday July 29 to Sunday July 31 – field trip for High Brown Fritillary. Cumbria. 
Sunday July 31 – moth trapping. Tomintoul. 
Late July/early August – moth trapping.  Kiltarlity.  To be confirmed. 
 
AUGUST 
Saturday August 6 – moth trapping for Dark Bordered Beauty. RSPB Insh Marshes 
near Kingussie. 
Saturday August 13 – field trip for butterflies. River Spey near Cromdale. 
Sunday August 21 – moth trapping. Speyside Centre near Dulnain Bridge. 
 
SEPTEMBER 
Saturday September 17 – habitat management work party for Pearl-bordered 
Fritillary. Polmaily near Drumnadrochit. 

 

Your event leaders: 
David Barbour 

David is Butterfly Recorder for the Highlands but also has a wealth of experience and 

knowledge of moths, especially relating to Kentish Glory, in both an enthusiast and 

professional capacity.  

Margaret Currie 

Margaret is Vice-County Moth Recorder for East Ross-shire and so it goes without 

saying that she knows a lot about moths but her knowledge extends beyond moths to 

butterflies and other wildlife. 

Malcolm Harvey 

Malcolm sits on the committee of BC Highland Branch. He is well known in the world 

of birds and came to moths relatively recently. However, like most birders who 

discover moths, his knowledge and enthusiasm for moths is fast making up for lost 

time. Malcolm is interested in anything that flies as he also has a lifelong interest in 

aviation.  He finds moth trapping a relaxing antidote to the stresses associated with 

supporting Ross County FC. 

Pete Moore 

Pete sits on the committee of BC Highland Branch and is Events Co-ordinator. He 

too came to moths relatively late in his career as a nature reserve Warden but his 

enthusiasm for moths has overtaken that of birds and other wildlife. His main 

passions: moths, mountains and motorbikes. 

Tom Prescott 

Tom works for BC as Senior Conservation Officer for Scotland.  He has been 

enthusiastic about moths and butterflies for a long time, is extremely knowledgeable 

and is Vice-County Moth Recorder for West Inverness.  Other personal skills include 

riding his bike, brewing beer, baking cakes and telling bad jokes; but not all at the 

same time! 
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Audrey Turner  

Audrey sits on the committee of BC Highland Branch and is Branch Treasurer, 

Webmaster, Membership Secretary and editor of “Chequered Skipper”! Audrey is an 

excellent field naturalist and her knowledge extends beyond butterflies to moths, 

plants, birds and other wildlife.  

Mark Wynn 

Mark is Chairman of BC Highland Branch. He has a love of wildness & natural 

history, hence why he & his wife retired to Scotland. He believes music, especially 

jazz & R&B, is the most dazzling fruit of human creation, closely followed by films & 

football - sources for the spirit. Thus, Mark will keep you entertained. 

Details of events in chronological order: 
GLEN ORRIN SCRUB CLEARANCE WORK PARTY 
Organiser:  BC Highland Branch  
Target Species:  To benefit Pearl-bordered Fritillary  
Date:  Sunday April 3 
Time:  10.30am 
Meeting place:  Car park at NH474514 (OS sheet 26 – Inverness & Loch Ness). 
From Marybank on the A832 take the minor road south for 1.5 miles to Aultgowrie. 
On the south side of the bridge turn west for 200 yards to a small car park for visitors. 
(If you arrive late, continue on up the road from the car park until you find the group). 
Description:  A work party to cut back and clear trackside vegetation to improve the 
habitat for Pearl-bordered Fritillary. 
Approx duration: 5 or 6 hours but you are welcome to join in and leave whenever 
you want. Every little helps so if you only do an hour that will still be very useful. 
What’s needed:  Bring lunch and wear old clothes. If you have them bring work 
gloves, secateurs, bow-saws and loppers. If you don’t have them they will be 
provided. 
Leader name: Margaret Currie 
Leader contact details:  Tel 01349 877223     E-mail:  moths.vc106@btinternet.com 
 
CULBIN FOREST – KENTISH GLORY MOTH 
Organiser:  BC Highland Branch  
Target Species:  Kentish Glory 
Date:  Sat 23 April and Sun 24 April 
Time:  7 pm Saturday, 10 am Sunday 
Meeting place:  Forestry Commission car park at Wellhill, Culbin Forest.  
Grid ref: NH 997614. OS sheet 27 (Nairn, Forres & surrounding area). Wellhill is just 
north of Kintessack which lies on the minor road between Nairn and Forres. 
Description:  The Kentish Glory moth is found only in the central and eastern 
Scottish Highlands. It used to be found in southern Britain, hence the name, but 
hasn’t been seen there since about 1970. Apart from its rarity value, the adult moth is 
sought after because of its beautiful markings and relatively large size.  
Moth traps will be fired up on the Saturday evening and checked into the early part of 
the night. Then the traps will be looked through on Sunday morning. Participants can 
attend one or both of these gatherings. 
There is another field trip planned for July 23rd to search for Kentish Glory larvae. 
Approx duration: Sat: 7 pm until after dark. Sun: 10 am until ?? 
What’s needed:  A torch for the evening event. Warm clothing and sturdy footwear 
for both. 
Leader name:  Tom Prescott 
Leader contact details:   Tel: 01540 661469.     Mob: 07979 785665.  
tprescott@butterfly-conservation.org 

mailto:tprescott@butterfly-conservation.org
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MOTH TRAPPING AT KILTARLITY 
Organiser:  BC Highland Branch  
Target Species:  Barred Tooth-striped 
Date:  Saturday 30 April 2016 
Time:  10am 
Meeting place:  Highland Liliums Garden Centre, Kiltarlity.  NH502402 
Enter Kiltarlity from A833 and follow signs to Garden Centre. 
Description:  To view moths caught in traps placed in surrounding area the previous 
night. 
Approx duration:  3 hours 
What’s needed:   Outdoor clothing as all moths in traps will be viewed in the open 
on the Garden Centre premises.   Hot drinks will be available. 
Any other information:  The aim is to trap the rare Barred Tooth-striped moth which 
has been caught in this area in the past.  If weather conditions are reasonable, a 
good variety of moths should be caught. 
Leader name:  Malcolm Harvey 
Leader contact details:  Clach Bhan, Loaneckheim, Kiltarlity, Beauly,  
Inverness-shire,  IV4 7JQ.  Tel. 01463 741328   Mobile. 07738 323089    
Email.  malcolmi.harvey@btinternet.com 
 
GLEN ORRIN FIELD TRIP 
Organiser:    BC Highland Branch  
Target Species:  Pearl-bordered Fritillary 
Date:      Sunday 22nd May 
Time:      10:30 am 
Meeting place:  Car park at NH474514 (OS sheet 26 – Inverness & Loch Ness). 
From Marybank on the A832 take the minor road south for 1.5 miles to Aultgowrie. 
On the south side of the bridge turn west for 200 yards to a small car park for visitors. 
Description: We have been counting the Pearl-bordered Fritillaries here every year 
since they were first found in 2009. Following a second season of scrub clearing by 
local branch volunteers, we would like you to join us and hopefully see the fruits of 
your labours! There is a short uphill section to get onto the track, followed by a gentle 
climb to the start of the forestry. Hopefully good numbers of PBF to be seen plus day 
flying moths 
Approx duration:        4 hours depending on weather. 
What’s needed:         Lunch, boots and waterproofs. 
Any other information:  We have always called this area “tick hill”, so be warned. 
Leader Name:          Margaret Currie 
Leader contact details:  Tel 01349 877223   moths.vc106@btinternet.com 
 
RECORDING AND MONITORING LOCHABER’S BUTTERFLIES 
Organiser:  Butterfly Conservation Scotland and Nevis Partnership 
Target Species:  Chequered Skipper and Pearl-bordered Fritillary 
Date:  Tuesday 24th May 
Time:  10am – c3pm 
Meeting place:  Voluntary Action Lochaber Offices at An Drochaid, Claggan Road, 
Fort William, PH33 6PH.  Grid reference NN116742. 
Directions.  If you are travelling to Fort William from the north enter the town on the 
A82 and turn left onto Claggan Road (signposted to Claggan Industrial Estate, 
Achintee and Footpath to Ben Nevis).  Then turn right after about 400m onto 
Achintee Road and then right again after just 20m into the entrance to the car park to 
An Drochaid.  If you are travelling to Fort William from the south turn right into 
Claggan Road which lies c150m to the north of the Ben Nevis Centre roundabout.  
Then follow the directions above. 

mailto:malcolmi.harvey@btinternet.com
mailto:moths.vc106@btinternet.com
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Description:  The event will focus on different techniques for recording and 
monitoring butterflies including timed counts and transects.  It will also include an 
introduction to the butterflies of Lochaber covering all 22 species recorded in the area 
but paying particular attention on the scarce Chequered Skipper and Pearl-bordered 
Fritillary.  After an indoor presentation an afternoon field trip in Glen Nevis will look 
for spring butterflies and day-flying moths.  It is hoped that participants will be keen to 
record and help monitor butterflies in Glen Nevis and elsewhere in the local area over 
the rest of the summer.   
Approx duration:  2-3 hours indoors followed by a 2-3 hour field trip.  In the unlikely 
event of unsuitable butterfly weather the field trip may be postponed until the 
following afternoon.  
What’s needed:  Plenty of sunshine, packed lunch, stout walking shoes and a good 
sense of humour! 
Any other information:  Tea and coffee will be provided on arrival.  Butterfly books 
and charts will be available to buy as well as free butterfly and moth leaflets to take 
away. 
Booking: To avoid disappointment it is advisable to book as places are limited.  This 
can be done online at http://www.nevislandscape.co.uk/local/events/ or by phoning 
Nevis Partnership on 01397 701088, or by contacting Tom (details below). 
Leader contact details:  Tom Prescott  Email: tprescott@butterfly-conservation.org 
Tel: 01540 661469.  Mob: 07979 785665 
 
FORT WILLIAM MOTH MORNING 
Organiser:  Butterfly Conservation Scotland and Nevis Partnership 
Target Species:  Moths! 
Date:  Wednesday 25th May 
Time:  10am till around noon.    
Meeting place:  Voluntary Action Lochaber Offices at An Drochaid, Claggan Road, 
Fort William, PH33 6PH.  Grid reference NN116742.   
Directions.  If you are travelling to Fort William from the north enter the town on the 
A82 and turn left onto Claggan Road (signposted to Claggan Industrial Estate, 
Achintee and Footpath to Ben Nevis).  Then turn right after about 400m onto 
Achintee Road and then right again after just 20m into the entrance to the car park to 
An Drochaid.  If you are travelling to Fort William from the south turn right into 
Claggan Road which lies c150m tothe north of the Ben Nevis Centre roundabout.  
Then follow the directions above. 
Description:  Come and find out more about the fascinating and wonderful world of 
moths.  We will be checking the contents of moth traps set locally the night before.  
All moths caught will be released unharmed. 
Approx duration:  2-3 hours depending on how many moths are caught! 
What’s needed:  Cool, calm and muggy weather on the Tuesday night to ensure a 
good haul of moths.    
Any other information:  Tea and coffee will be provided on arrival.   
Booking:  To avoid disappointment it is advisable to book as places are limited.  This 
can be done online at http://www.nevislandscape.co.uk/local/events/ or by phoning 
Nevis Partnership on 01397 701088, or by contacting Tom (details below). 
Leader contact details:  Tom Prescott  Email: tprescott@butterfly-conservation.org 
Tel: 01540 661469.  Mob: 07979 785665 
 
POLMAILY BUTTERFLY WALK, NEAR DRUMNADROCHIT 
Organiser:  BC Highland & Islands Branch  
Target Species:  Pearl-bordered Fritillary and Dingy Skipper 
Date:  Saturday May 28 or Sunday May 29 
Time:  10.30  

http://www.nevislandscape.co.uk/local/events/
mailto:tprescott@butterfly-conservation.org
http://www.nevislandscape.co.uk/local/events/
mailto:tprescott@butterfly-conservation.org
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Meeting place:  The end of the forest track into Polmaily, about 2 miles west of 
Drumnadrochit on the A831 towards Cannich. Grid ref NH 484304 (OS sheet 26 – 
Inverness and Loch Ness) 
Description:  A visit to see the rewards of previous habitat management undertaken 
by members of Highland branch. 
Approx duration: Up to 4 hours 
What’s needed:  Bring a packed lunch 
Any other information:  Whether the trip will be run on the Saturday or the Sunday 
will be decided nearer the time, dependent on the weather forecast. Please phone 
Mark a few days beforehand for the final decision. 
Leader name:  Mark Wynn (Branch Chairman) 
Leader contact details:  01463 729977         markwynn@highland-butterflies.org.uk 
 
DUNNET MOTH NIGHT AND/OR MOTH MORNING 
Organiser:  Butterfly Conservation Scotland and Caithness Biodiversity Partnership 
Target Species:  Moths! 
Date:  Friday 10th June and/or Saturday 11th June 
Time:  Friday 7.30pm to 9pm or as late as you want!  Saturday 9.30am – 11am 
Meeting place:  Seadrift Visitor Centre, nr Dunnet, KW14 8XD.  Grid reference 
ND219705. 
Directions.  Seadrift Visitor Centre is situated at the north end of Dunnet Sands 
about 1 mile from Dunnet village.  From Castletown follow the main road towards 
John O’Groats.  You will pass the Dunnet sand dunes on your left and Dunnet Forest 
on your right.  Turn left at Dunnet Caravan site and park in the main beach access 
car park.  Seadrift is up the stairs above the caravan site reception. 
Description:  Come and find out more about the fascinating and wonderful world of 
moths.  On the Friday evening there will be an introduction to moths and how to 
attract them using moth traps and other attractants.  Those wanting a late night can 
then help set up traps at nearby sites and see moths coming in as darkness falls.  On 
the Saturday morning the moth traps will be checked at Seadrift.  All moths caught 
will be released unharmed. 
Approx duration:  Up to a couple of hours on Friday evening and Saturday morning  
What’s needed:  Cool, calm and muggy weather on Friday night to ensure a good 
haul of moths. 
Any other information:  Tea and coffee will be provided on arrival.  This event is 
being run as part of Moth Night a national event that aims to promote moths and 
moth recording.  For more info go to www.mothnight.info . 
Leader contact details:  Tom Prescott  Email: tprescott@butterfly-conservation.org 
Tel: 01540 661469.  Mob: 07979 785665        
or Marina Swanson  Email: Marina.Swanson@highland.gov.uk  Tel: 01955 604588 
 
SMALL BLUE BUTTERFLY WORKSHOP 
Organiser:  Butterfly Conservation Scotland and Caithness Biodiversity Partnership 
Target Species:  Small Blue 
Date:  Saturday 11th June 
Time:  11.30am to 1.30pm with field outing in the afternoon 2pm to 4pm 
Meeting place:  Seadrift Visitor Centre, nr Dunnet, KW14 8XD.  Grid reference 
ND219705. 
Directions.  Seadrift Visitor Centre is situated at the north end of Dunnet Sands 
about 1 mile from Dunnet village.  From Castletown follow the main road towards 
John O’Groats.  You will pass the Dunnet sand dunes on your left and Dunnet Forest 
on your right.  Turn left at Dunnet Caravan site and park in the main beach access 
car park.  Seadrift is up the stairs above the caravan site reception. 
Description:  In the morning the event will provide an introduction to the Small Blue, 
Britain’s smallest butterfly.  It will cover identification and habitat as well as 

mailto:markwynn@highland-butterflies.org.uk
http://www.mothnight.info/
mailto:tprescott@butterfly-conservation.org
mailto:Marina.Swanson@highland.gov.uk
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recommended survey and monitoring techniques for the adult butterfly, their eggs 
and caterpillars!  In the afternoon we will visit some of the nearby colonies to look for 
the butterfly and see its haunts.  It is hoped that participants will then assist with 
surveys and/or monitoring of local sites as part of Caithness Biodiversity Group’s 
“Small Is Bluetiful” Project. 
Approx duration:  Around two hours indoors in the morning followed by a two hour 
afternoon field visit. 
What’s needed:  Plenty of sunshine, packed lunch, stout walking shoes and a good 
sense of humour! 
Any other information:  Places are limited due to the size of the indoor venue.  If 
you are interested in attending please contact Marina (details below).  Tea and coffee 
will be provided on arrival.  
Leader contact details:  Tom Prescott  Email: tprescott@butterfly-conservation.org 
Tel: 01540 661469.  Mob: 07979 785665  
or Marina Swanson  Email: Marina.Swanson@highland.gov.uk  Tel: 01955 604588 
 
GLENFESHIE FIELD TRIP 
Organiser:  BC Highland Branch  
Target Species: Dingy Skipper & Small Blue 
Date:  12th June 2016 
Time:  10:30am 
Meeting place:  Layby on minor road on west side of the Feshie @NH841005.  To 
get there from Kincraig, turn off the B9152, signposted for Feshiebridge and Insh.  
Follow this through Kincraig and over the Spey, then past Loch Insh Watersports to a 
T junction.  Turn right and follow this for about 1km and take the first left signposted 
Glenfeshie.  Drive for about 4km past Uath Lochans and Balintean and the layby is 
on the right and is quite large. 
Description:  We will walk back along the minor road and down a short, but very 
steep track to the old riverbed, which is also very stony and rough going.  We’ll then 
look around for the target species, and possibly search a wider area for them.  The 
branch did this trip in 2010 and the terrain and vegetation have changed quite a bit 
since then. 
Approx duration: 3 to 4 hours, maybe longer if the weather is good 
What’s needed:  Packed lunch and good footwear, the going is rough.  Walking 
poles may also be useful. 
Any other information:  A good site for other butterflies and insects if the weather is 
good, also good for birds. 
Leader name: Audrey Turner 
Leader contact details:  Mobile: 07450 548862   email: unicorn64@btinternet.com 
 
ARDERSIER WORK PARTY – PLANTING KIDNEY VETCH FOR SMALL BLUE 
Organiser:  Highland Council Ranger Service  
Date:  June 25 
Time:  10 am to 12 noon 
Meeting place:  Ardersier picnic site car park, 200m past the village of Ardersier on 
the left hand side of the road to Fort George. Grid reference NH 779557 (OS map 26, 
Inverness and Loch Ness). 
Description:  Help the scarce Small Blue butterfly at Ardersier Bay by planting its 
food plant, kidney vetch, along the shore path. All equipment provided. 
What’s needed:  Stout footwear and appropriate outdoor clothes. 
Leader name:  John Orr, Highland Council Ranger  
Leader contact details: Tel: 01463 255291  
Email: rangers.inverness@highland.gov.uk 
 
 

mailto:tprescott@butterfly-conservation.org
mailto:Marina.Swanson@highland.gov.uk
mailto:unicorn64@btinternet.com
mailto:rangers.inverness@highland.gov.uk
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FORT AUGUSTUS MOTHS 
Organiser:  BC Highland Branch  
Target Species:  Whatever we catch, possibly including Bilberry pug 
Date:  Sunday 26 June 
Time:  10 am 
Meeting place:   Woodland Cottage, Fort Augustus. Grid ref: NH 379 099 
Coming from Inverness direction - take the A82 from Inverness towards Fort 
Augustus. Just before Fort Augustus the Inch Hotel is up on the right. Take the first 
turning to the right just after the hotel, signposted Jenkins Park and Auchterawe. 
Take the second gateway on the left into Woodland Cottage, parking in front of 
garage or at side of house. 
If you come on the South Loch Ness road, turn right into village, through the village, 
past the delimiter speed sign, and take the turning to the left signposted Jenkins Park 
and Auchtrawe, take the second entrance on the left.  
Description:  This is a privately owned woodland that has never been moth-trapped 
before. The owners have kindly allowed us access to survey for moths. Traps will be 
run during the previous night and who knows what we might discover?! 
Approx. duration: 10 am until lunchtime 
What’s needed:  Midge repellent and appropriate outdoor clothing.  
Leader name:  Pete Moore 
Leader contact details:  E-mail: theconfused@btinternet.com. Tel 07866 578079 
 
FORT WILLIAM FIELD TRIP FOR BUTTERFLIES. 
Organiser:  BC Highland Branch  
Target Species: 
Date:  Sat July 2 or Sun July 3 
Time:  tbc 
Meeting place:  Somewhere near Fort William 
Description:  tbc 
Approx duration: tbc 
What’s needed:  tbc 
Any other information:  tbc 
Leader name: Margaret Currie 
Leader contact details:  Tel: 01349 877223 E-mail: moths.vc106@btinternet.com 
 
KENTISH GLORY MOTH LARVAL SEARCH 
Organiser:  BC Highland Branch  
Target Species:  Kentish Glory moth 
Date:  Saturday 23 July 
Time:  10.30 am 
Meeting place:  Cloddymoss Forestry Commission car park, Culbin Forest.  
Grid ref: NH982599 (OS map 27, Nairn, Forres & surrounding area). Cloddymoss is 
one mile east of Kintessack, just off the minor road that runs from Nairn to Kintessack 
and Forres. 
Description:  The Kentish Glory moth is found only in the central and eastern 
Scottish Highlands. It used to be found in southern Britain, hence the name, but 
hasn’t been seen there since about 1970. Apart from its rarity value, the adult moth is 
sought after because of its beautiful markings and relatively large size. But this field 
trip aims to find the also impressive larvae. For those who were lucky enough to see 
adults on an earlier field trip, this will add another stage to the life cycle! 
If the weather is nice then it is hoped to see butterflies as well, for example Grayling 
and Dark Green Fritillary. 
Approx. duration: Until lunchtime and possibly beyond 
What’s needed: Suitable outdoor clothing, including sturdy footwear, and lunch. 
 

mailto:theconfused@btinternet.com
mailto:moths.vc106@btinternet.com
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Leader name:  David Barbour 
Leader contact details:  E-mail: dbfis@btinternet.com   Tel: 07896 783245 
 
SILVERDALE, CUMBRIA 
Organiser:  BC Highland Branch  
Target Species:  High Brown Fritillary 
Date:   Friday 29 July to Sunday 31 July. 
Description:  This is a long weekend trip leaving early Friday morning and returning 
late on the Sunday. Attendees will stay at Challan Hall B&B (see 
http://challanhall.co.uk ) and visit several sites around the Silverdale area. A similar 
trip in 2014, which ran earlier in the season to see Duke of Burgundy, was a great 
success and so it was decided to run it again this year but later in the season to see 
different species of butterflies and moths. 
This is a beautiful area and well known for its wildlife. Up to 29 butterfly species per 
day can be seen at this time of year. 
In order to book the accommodation, Mark needs to know how much interest there is 
in this trip by the time of the Highland Branch AGM on April 9. If you are interested in 
going or need more information please contact Mark as below: 
Leader name:  Mark Wynn 
Leader contact details:  Tel: 01463 222060    
E-mail: markwynn@highland-butterflies.org.uk  
 
TOMINTOUL MOTHS 
Organiser:  BC Highland Branch  
Target Species:   Whatever we find 
Date:  Sunday July 31 
Time:  10 am 
Meeting place:  To be decided  
Description:  There are outcroppings of limestone in the Tomintoul-Glenlivet area 
which support a lime-loving flora which is very localised in the Highlands. Our moth 
trapping will target such an area near Tomintoul since it is possible that there are 
moth species present whose foodplants are part of the lime-loving plant community. 
Approx duration: 10 am until lunchtime, possibly later. 
What’s needed:  Appropriate outdoor clothing. 
Any other information:   The specific trapping site has yet to be decided. Further 
details will be e-mailed to Highland branch members nearer the time. Alternatively, 
you can contact the event leader. 
Leader name:  Pete Moore 
Leader contact details:  E-mail: theconfused@btinternet.com. Tel 07866 578079 
 
MOTH TRAPPING AT KILTARLITY 
Organiser:  BC Highland Branch  
Target Species:  General 
Date:  Late July/early August. Date to be confirmed. 
Time:  10am 
Meeting place:  Highland Liliums Garden Centre, Kiltarlity.  NH502402 
Enter Kiltarlity from A833 and follow signs to Garden Centre. 
Description:  To view moths caught in traps placed in surrounding area the previous 
night. 
Approx duration:  3 hours 
What’s needed:   Outdoor clothing as all moths in traps will be viewed in the open 
on the Garden Centre premises.   Hot and cold drinks will be available. 
Any other information:  This event will be part of an open day held by Highland 
Liliums Garden centre.  If weather conditions are reasonable, a good variety of moths 
should be caught. 

mailto:dbfis@btinternet.com
http://challanhall.co.uk/
mailto:markwynn@highland-butterflies.org.uk
mailto:theconfused@btinternet.com


23 
 

Leader name:  Malcolm Harvey 
Leader contact details:  Clach Bhan, Loaneckheim, Kiltarlity, Beauly,  
Inverness-shire,  IV4 7JQ. 
Tel: 01463 741328  Mobile: 07738 323089  Email: malcolmi.harvey@btinternet.com 
 
MOTH MANIA AT THE MARSHES 
Organiser:  BC Highland Branch  
Target Species: Dark Bordered Beauty moth 
Date:  Sat 6 August 
Time:  10am 
Meeting place:  RSPB Insh Marshes car park. 2 miles out of Kingussie on the B970 
(past Ruthven Barracks). NN775998 (OS map 35 – Kingussie) 
Description:  A look through moth traps as part of the reserve’s annual monitoring of 
Dark Bordered Beauty moth, found at only three locations in Scotland. Last year, the 
moths were so late to emerge that none were seen at this event in late July but there 
were plenty of other moths to enjoy. This year, the event is a bit later in the season 
so hopefully we will see our target species. 
Approx duration: To lunchtime and beyond….. 
What’s needed:  Packed lunch, midge repellent (just in case). 
Leader name: Pete Moore 
Leader contact details:  E-mail: theconfused@btinternet.com. Tel 07866 578079 
 
RIVER SPEY FROM CROMDALE  
Organiser:  BC Highland Branch  
Target Species:  Scotch Argus and whatever else is flying 
Date:  Saturday 13th August 
Time:  10:30am 
Meeting place:  Layby on minor road between Cromdale and B9102, just across the 
river Spey from Cromdale Church grid ref NJ065290.  OS Landranger 36. 
Description:  We’ll walk upstream beside the Spey on a Fisherman’s track past farm 
fields to an open area beside woodland.  Small Tortoiseshell, Small Heath, Common 
Blue and Speckled Wood amongst others. 
Approx duration: 3 – 4 hours 
What’s needed:  Packed lunch, midge repellent, stout footwear. 
Any other information:  Quite good for birds as well 
Leader name: Audrey Turner 
Leader contact details:  Mobile: 07450 548862   Email: unicorn64@btinternet.com 
 
THE SPEYSIDE CENTRE MOTHS 
Organiser:  BC Highland Branch  
Date:  Sunday 21 August 2016 
Time:  10am 
Meeting place:  The Speyside Centre (previously known as the Heather Centre), just 
off the A95 between Grantown on Spey and Aviemore, two miles south-west of 
Dulnain Bridge. Grid ref: NH 978226 (OS sheet 36 – Grantown and Aviemore). It is 
well signposted on the A95. 
Description:  The Speyside Centre provides a sheltered car park surrounded by 
woodland. Moth traps will be run here the previous night and we will see what we 
catch. Hopefully, moths may be attracted by the range of flowers in the garden 
centre. 
Approx duration: 10am until lunchtime 
What’s needed:  Midge repellent may be needed. This event is free but bring your 
wallet if you want refreshments and/or lunch in the centre.  
Any other information:  For those that don’t already know, The Speyside Centre is 
a garden centre, gift shop, restaurant, whisky lounge and antiques shop. David 

mailto:theconfused@btinternet.com
mailto:unicorn64@btinternet.com


24 
 

Lambie, the founder, is a wildlife enthusiast who regularly runs a moth trap. For more 
information about the Centre see www.heathercentre.com.  
Leader name: Pete Moore 
Leader contact details:  E-mail: theconfused@btinternet.com. Tel 07866 578079 or 
01479 872261. 
 
POLMAILY WORK PARTY, NEAR DRUMNADROCHIT  
Date: Saturday September 17th  
Time:  Anytime from 10.30 – c4pm  
Meeting place: Follow the Butterfly Conservation Scotland signs from the end of the 
forest track into Polmaily Wood, approx 2 miles west of Drumnadrochit on the A831 
towards Cannich. Grid ref: NH484304. OS sheet 26 (Inverness & Loch Ness)  
Description: Another session of clearing and cutting back trackside vegetation and 
scrub to improve the habitat for Pearl-bordered Fritillary and Dingy Skipper.  The 
work includes “weeding” sections previously cleared, as well as tackling un-cleared 
areas.   
Approx duration:  Up to 5 or 6 hours but you are welcome to join in and leave 
whenever you want to.  Every little helps so if you are able to come just for an hour or 
so, you will still be very welcome.  
What’s needed:  If staying all day bring lunch and wear old clothes as well as 
gloves, secateurs, loppers, forks, rakes and bow-saws if you have them.  Further 
hand-tools and gloves will be available.  Home-baked cake also gratefully received! 
Any other information: This is the sixth Polmaily work-party, or bake-off as it has 
become known by regular attendees.  The previous ones have all been great fun, 
were well attended and had plenty of cake!  Tea and coffee will also be provided. 
Leader name:  Tom Prescott  
Leader contact details:   Tel: 01540 661469.  Mob: 07979 785665   
E-mail: tprescott@butterfly-conservation.org     

 

South & West Scotland Branch Events 2016 

Branch members and Butterfly Conservation Staff will be running a number of events 
throughout 2016. There are several butterfly ID training days, as well as a few special 
events to go and see some of the more rare species found in our area. 
 
For any events labelled as ‘Urban Butterfly ID and recording workshop’ go to 
www.butterfly-conservation.org/urbanbutterflies for more info and contact 
scotland@butterfly-conservation.org for booking. For all other events, please 
contact events_gswsbc@hotmail.co.uk for information and booking. 

Do check the Branch website for more events which will be added in due course.  We 
hope to see you there! 

April 

16th: Bellisle, Ayr. Butterfly ID and recording workshop. 

May  

6th: Pollok Country Park, Glasgow. Urban Butterfly ID and recording workshop.  

7th: Tollcross Park, Glasgow. Urban Butterfly ID and recording workshop. 

8th: Fallin, near Stirling. Urban Butterfly ID and recording workshop.  

13th: Jupiter Urban Wildlife Centre, Grangemouth. Urban Butterfly ID and   

                                                                             recording workshop.   

http://www.heatercentre.com/
mailto:theconfused@btinternet.com
http://www.butterfly-conservation.org/urbanbutterflies
mailto:scotland@butterfly-conservation.org
mailto:events_gswsbc@hotmail.co.uk
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14th: Eglinton Country Park, Irvine. AGM and new members’ day. 

14th: Hogganfield Park, Glasgow. Urban Butterfly ID and recording workshop. 

15th: Low Moss, Bishopbriggs. Branch Green Hairstreak walk (1pm-3pm) 

19th: Culross, Fife: Urban Butterfly ID and recording workshop.  

20th: Robroyston, Glasgow. Urban Butterfly ID and recording workshop.  

28th: Rankinston, Ayrshire. Dingy Skipper Walk: A chance to see one of the rarer  

         butterfly species in our area (1pm-3pm) 

June 

3rd-5th: Edinburgh: Gardening Scotland. We’ll be in the Living Garden area to chat   

             to the keen gardeners on how to make their gardens better for butterflies and  

            moths. Come and say hello! 

10th: Pollok Country Park, Glasgow. Moth night (7pm—9pm) 

11th: RSPB Lochwinnoch Reserve. Bioblitz   

July 

2nd: Coulter, South Lanarkshire. Northern Brown Argus Walk. A walk to see  

       another of the rarer butterflies found in our area.  

3rd: Clyde Muirshiel Regional Park. Butterfly Walk and Picnic.  

September 

2nd: Glasgow Botanic Gardens. Bat and moth night.  7pm—9pm.  

October 

8th: Butterfly Conservation Scotland Members’ Day. Battleby, near Perth. 

  

East Scotland Branch Events 2016 
Members attend these outings at their own risk and are responsible for their own 
safety. Please bring stout footwear to these outings and suitable warm, waterproof 
clothing. If you intend staying on until the afternoon, then a packed lunch is 
recommended.   
For all outings, it is best to consult the branch website: www.eastscotland-
butterflies.org.uk to check that details are as advertised, or to contact the person 
leading the outing.    

 
Aberdeenshire Events 2016 
Please check the Butterfly Conservation East Scotland branch website for 
updates (additional events may be added):  
http://www.eastscotland-butterflies.org.uk/events_aberdeenshire.html 
 
Saturday 14th May 10.00am – 12noon   MARVELLOUS MOTHS 
We will unveil last night’s live moth trap catch to see some spring-flying species 
found locally. Find out how to attract moths and other pollinators in your own garden 
too. Under 16s must be accompanied.  
Booking Essential – Tel: 07787 583976  
or email: marr.ranger@aberdeenshire.gov.uk (Aberdeenshire Council Marr Area 
Ranger) 

http://www.eastscotland-butterflies.org.uk/
http://www.eastscotland-butterflies.org.uk/
http://www.eastscotland-butterflies.org.uk/events_aberdeenshire.html
mailto:marr.ranger@aberdeenshire.gov.uk
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Meet at Burn o’ Vat Visitor Centre, near Dinnet  
Event organised with Aberdeenshire Council Ranger Service in partnership with 
Cairngorms National Park Authority as part of Cairngorms Nature Festival.  
 
Saturday 14th May 2.00 – 4.00pm   WINGED & WATERY WONDERS 
A short walk (up to 1.25 miles/2km) and go pond dipping to find what lurks in the 
lochan! Weather-permitting, we may see the beautiful Pearl-bordered Fritillary 
butterfly, a speciality of the Cairngorms area. Under 16s must be accompanied. Bring 
outdoor clothing suited to weather, stout footwear + if you have them, binoculars. 
Booking Essential – Tel: 01466 794161  
or email: moray&aberdeenshire@forestry.gsi.gov.uk (Forestry Commission 
Scotland Moray & Aberdeenshire District Office) 
Meet at Cambus O’ May Forest Walks car park, near Ballater 
Event organised with Forestry Commission Scotland & Aberdeenshire Council 
Ranger Services & in partnership with Cairngorms National Park Authority as part of 
Cairngorms Nature Festival. 
 
Saturday 11th June 10.00am – 12noon     MICRO MONSTERS  
Meet some wee woodland beasties, including live moths caught last night for the 
national Moth Night survey and discover who lives in the pond at Burnett Park! Under 
16s must be accompanied. Bring outdoor clothing suited to weather + stout footwear. 
Booking Essential – Tel: 07787 583976 or email: 
marr.ranger@aberdeenshire.gov.uk (Aberdeenshire Council Marr Area Ranger) 
Event organised with Aberdeenshire Council Ranger Service as part of Banchory 
River Festival. 
 
Saturday 11th June 8.00pm – 12.00midnight     
NATIONAL MOTH NIGHT 2016 – ST. CYRUS NATIONAL NATURE RESERVE    
Join local moth recorders for national Moth Night. Visit the traps placed around the 
reserve, to observe and identify the moths caught. View moths caught on the 
previous evening. Under 18’s must be accompanied. Bring warm clothing, stout 
footwear, sunglasses/wide-brimmed hat (to shield eyes from bright moth trap light) & 
torch. 
Booking Essential - Tel: 01674 830736 or email: St_Cyrus@snh.gov.uk (St Cyrus 
NNR Manager). Meet at The Old Lifeboat Station Visitor Centre, St Cyrus, near 
Montrose 
Event organised with Scottish Natural Heritage 
 
Saturday 18th June 10.00am – 12.30pm    POLLINATORS & POND CREATURES 
Discover some smaller residents of Belwade Farm as we first open light traps set 
overnight to catch moths before releasing them - find out how you can help these 
fascinating insects and others that pollinate plants. We then plan to investigate what 
amazing animals may be lurking in the nearby pond! Under 16’s must be 
accompanied. Bring outdoor clothing suited to weather + wellies for pond dipping. 
Booking Essential - Tel: 013398 85398  
or email: lisagardiner@worldhorsewelfare.org  
(Belwade Farm Visitor Centre Promotions Officer) 
Meet at World Horse Welfare Belwade Farm Visitor Centre, near Aboyne 
Event organised with Aberdeenshire Council Ranger Service & World Horse Welfare 
in support of National Insect Week & NE Scotland Biodiversity Partnership ‘Pooling 
our Ponds’ project. 
 
 
 
 

http://cairngorms.co.uk/
mailto:moray%26aberdeenshire@forestry.gsi.gov.uk
http://cairngorms.co.uk/
mailto:marr.ranger@aberdeenshire.gov.uk
http://www.banchoryriverfestival.co.uk/
http://www.banchoryriverfestival.co.uk/
mailto:St_Cyrus@snh.gov.uk
http://www.eastscotland-butterflies.org.uk/events_aberdeenshire.html
mailto:lisagardiner@worldhorsewelfare.org
http://www.eastscotland-butterflies.org.uk/events_aberdeenshire.html
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Sunday 17th July 12.00pm - 4.00pm (date & time TBC)  MOTHS & MORE AT 
DUTHIE PARK ENVIRONMENT DAY 
Come and visit the Butterfly Conservation stand at Duthie Park Environment Day. We 
will show live moths from overnight trapping plus have children's activities and free 
leaflets to take away.  
Our stand along with those of other organisations will be on the old bowling green in 
front of the Rangers Office, Duthie Park, Aberdeen.  
More Information - Tel: 01224 580165 or email: ArGill@aberdeencity.gov.uk 
 
Tuesday 26th July 10.00am – 12.30pm     MOTHS IN THE MORNING 
Inspect the moths caught in live traps set overnight on the Muir of Dinnet National 
Nature Reserve, followed by a search for day-flying moths and butterflies as time and 
weather allow. Find out how you can take part in this year’s Big Butterfly Count. 
Under 18s must be accompanied. 
Booking Essential - Tel: 013398 81667 (Muir of Dinnet NNR Manager) 
Meet at Burn o’ Vat Visitor Centre, near Dinnet  
Event organised with Aberdeenshire Council Ranger Service & Scottish Natural 
Heritage. 
 
Friday 29th July 8.30pm – 12.00midnight     A WILD NIGHT AT CARNIE WOODS 
This will include setting up sugar and light traps to attract moths – which we will 
release unharmed after identification - and using detectors to pick up ultrasound of 
hunting bats. Under 16s must be accompanied. Bring warm clothing, stout footwear, 
sunglasses/wide-brimmed hat (to shield eyes from bright moth trap light), midge 
repellent & torch. Donations welcome. 
Booking Essential – Tel: 01224 326429 (Aberdeen City Council Rangers) 
Meet at Carnie Woods car park off B979, Westhill 
Event organised with Aberdeenshire Council & Aberdeen City Council Ranger 
Services. 
 
Saturday 6th August 8.00pm – late     NIGHT HUNTERS AND THEIR PREY 
Get up close and personal with bats and moths. Come and dispel all your fears of 
these intriguing animals. Under 16s must be accompanied. Bring warm clothing, 
stout footwear, sunglasses/wide-brimmed hat (to shield eyes from bright moth trap 
light), midge repellent & torch.   
Booking Essential – Tel: 013397 55059 (Balmoral Estate Rangers) 
Meet at car park by Visitor Information Centre, Crathie 
Event organised with Aberdeenshire Council & Balmoral Estate Ranger Services as 
part of Ballater Victoria Week. 
 
 
Angus Events 2016 
National Moth Night 2016 at Montrose Basin Visitor Centre. (Scottish Wildlife Trust). 
Thursday 9th June 2016   From 20.00 - 22.00pm approx. 
Booking is essential. There is a charge for this event levied by SWT. Free parking. 
For additional details, please contact Visitor Centre staff by telephone on (01674) 
676336 or email at montrosebasin@swt.org.uk. 
 
National Moth Night 2016 at St.Cyrus National Nature Reserve. (Scottish Natural 
Heritage).  Saturday 11th June 2016     From 20.00pm until late. 
Booking is essential. The event is free to attend. Ample free parking. For additional 
details, please contact St.Cyrus NNR Rangers by telephone on (01674) 830736 or 
email at St_Cyrus@snh.gov.uk. 
 
 

mailto:ArGill@aberdeencity.gov.uk
http://www.ballatervictoriaweek.co.uk/
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Moth Identification Morning at Crombie Country Park, Monikie, Broughty Ferry, nr 
Dundee. (Angus Alive) Sunday 17th July 2016  From 10.00am – 12.00 noon approx. 
Identification of moths caught in traps run on Saturday night. This event is free to 
attend, however, car park fee at Crombie Country Park entrance applies. All 
welcome. Please contact the Park Rangers by telephone (01241) 860360 or email  
crombiepark@angusalive.scot  for further details. 
 
Coire Fee NNR Moth Trapping Event Glen Doll, Angus (Scottish Natural Heritage –  
Angus Alive & Cairngorms National Park) Saturday 13th August 2016  
Meeting Glen Doll Ranger Centre Car Park at 19.00pm.  This event runs all night in 
mountainous terrain and is for experienced moth-ers only, PLEASE NOTE: Once 
access is obtained through locked gates, no egress is possible until all participants 
leave together next morning. This is a term of access due to local sensitivities and 
vehicle access. Weather factors dictate this event may be postponed and re-
scheduled nearer the time.  
Booking is essential due to access limitations. For further details, please contact Paul 
Brooks on (01674) 671485 or email pbmothsandpeaks@aol.com.  
 
 
Lothian Field Trips, 2016 
North Berwick Law on Sun.5 June. A wash-out last year, so we will try again to 
investigate the butterflies of this interesting geological feature. Target species, Wall 
Brown. Meet in the site car park just south of North Berwick Grid ref.(NT553844) at 
10.30am. Contact: Richard Buckland 07748271565 or r.buckland@blueyonder.co.uk 
   
Easter Drumclair, Limerigg, West Lothian, Sun. 3 July, where the target species will 
be Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary. This is a very easy walk along a level track. Meet 
at 10.30am at the start of the track (grid ref. NS858707) in Limerigg after turning from 
from Avonbridge to Limerigg road (the B825) onto the B8022. Contact as above.  
 
Auchencorth Moss for Large Heath on Sun. 10 July. Another outing from last year 
that was rained off. Let's hope for better luck this time. Meet at the entrance to 
Auchencorth farm (NT201571) at 10.30am. Contact as above.    
 
Pease Bay, East Lothian on Sun, 17 July to see Northern Brown Argus.  There is 
also a nice walk up the burn in this local nature reserve, where it should also be 
possible to see Speckled Wood. Meet at the car park at the entrance to the caravan 
park at grid ref. NT794707 at 10.30am. Contact as above. 
 
 
Fife Events, 2016 
Comprising a  series of moth nights in conjunction with the local SWT. 
 
Fri. 8 April – Cullaloe Nature Reserve. Meet at reserve car park, NT186872, at 7pm 
 
Friday 27 May – Dumbarnie Links. Meet at Shore Car Park, NO437023, at 9pm. 
 
Fri. 24 June – Bankhead Moss. Meet at Reserve Car Park, NO446102, at 9.30pm. 
 
Fri. 15 July – Cullaloe Nature Reserve. Meet at Reserve Car Park, NT186872, at  
                                                               9.30pm. 
Sat. 30 July – Lielowan Meadow. Meet at the old Lime Kilns, NT092926, at 9.30pm. 
 
Sat. 6 Aug. – Fleecefaulds Meadow. Meet at Reserve Car Park, NO400084, at  
                                                           9pm. 

mailto:crombiepark@angusalive.scot
mailto:pbmothsandpeaks@aol.com
mailto:r.buckland@blueyonder.co.uk


29 
 

Friday 9 Sept. Barnyards Marsh Meet at Reserve Entrance, NO484021, at 7.30pm 
Be sure to wear suitable clothing and footwear.  Bring a torch! 
Please phone Tim Brain on 01577 840317 to confirm attendance and to check that 
the meet is still on. 
 
 
Borders Events 2016 
Friday 10th June and  Saturday morning 11th June2016     A Moth Night event at 
Glenkinnon Wood SSSI organised by SWT Central Borders Group.  
Meet at 10pm at Yair Campsite car park, just west of Ashiestiel Bridge (NT 436349).  
Participants should be prepared to stay on until midnight or a bit after!   However the 
trapped moths will be kept for inspection at 10am on the Saturday morning (11th) at 
the same site.  Bring warm clothing and a torch. 
Contact: Malcolm Lindsay malcandles46@talktalk.net 01896 753425  
 
Saturday 11th June 2016 A walk south from Eyemouth along the Berwickshire 
Coastal Path.  
Meet at 11.00 am at Gunsgreen House car park (TD14 5SD, grid ref NT947643). The 
target species are Small Blue, Wall, Northern Brown Argus along with other rare 
species such as the Dew Moth, Peregrine and the dainty plant Spring Squill. We may 
extend the walk to Burnmouth. Though the path is well maintained, sturdy footwear is 
recommended and bring a packed lunch. The 235 and 253 bus routes serve both 
Eyemouth and Burnmouth. Contact: Iain Cowe orb@lammer.orangehome.co.uk 
01890 818314 or 07775 747838 
 
Saturday 11th June 2016 A Moth Night evening in Leadburn Community Woodland. 
Meet in the large lay-by on the A703 about 1km south of Leadburn (grid ref 
NT236543) at 9.30 pm. From there it's just a short walk to the light-trapping area in 
the Community Woodland. Finish around midnight depending on conditions and moth 
activity. Bring warm clothing and a torch. 
Contact: John Woolliams john.woolliams@outlook.com 
 
Sunday 19th June 2016 The Butterflies of Gordon Community Woodland. 
Details to be finalised. 
Contact: Iain Cowe orb@lammer.orangehome.co.uk 01890 818314 or 07775 747838 
 
Sunday 24th July 2016 A butterfly and moth walk at Abbey St Bathans during the 
Big Butterfly Count event. 
Meet in the car park in Abbey St Bathans by the Whiteadder Water (grid ref 
NT762619) at 11.00 am. We will be walking north from there to explore Edgar's 
Cleugh where there is a Northern Brown Argus colony as well as other butterflies 
such as Dark Green Fritillary and Small Heath together with day-flying moths. If 
conditions permit the contents of an overnight moth trap will be examined. It is not a 
long walk but the track up the cleugh is rather overgrown so appropriate footwear 
and clothing is advised. Bring a packed lunch. 
Contact: Barry Prater barry@prater.myzen.co.uk 018907 52037 
 
Sunday 14th August 2016  A search for the Scotch Argus in Selkirkshire. 
Meet and park cars in the lay-by on north side of A7 (grid ref NT468251) about 4km 
south of Selkirk at 10.30am.  Be very careful turning here as it is a fast bit of 
road. We'll explore Brownmoor Heights (part in a proposed Local Biodiversity Site) to 
see if it holds the Scotch Argus which is found at several places nearby; the forest 
rides in Young Plantation to the north could also be examined. Sensible footwear is 
needed and bring a packed lunch. 
Contact: Sarah Eno saraheno@riseup.net 

C://Users/BarryPrater/Documents/BC%20Scotland/Field%20Trips%20+%20events/outdoor%20events%202016/malcandles46@talktalk.net
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Friday 26th August 2016  Moth-ing @ Harestanes - a Family Moths evening at 
Harestanes Countryside Visitor Centre. Meet at 8.00 pm at the Visitor Centre which is 
near Ancrum (TD8 6UQ, grid ref NT641244). Late summer is a great time to see 
moths. Come along and join a moth expert and discover just how many different 
species are attracted to the moth light. Finish around 10.00 pm. Ages 8+, under-16s 
must be with an adult. Adult £3, Child £2. No dogs.  
Booking Essential 
Contact Harestanes Countryside Visitor Centre harestanes@scotborders.gov.uk 
01835 830306.  
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