
 
 

Welcome to our Summer Newsletter 
 
Contributions to our newsletters are always welcome – please contact Shona at 
sgreig@butterfly-conservation.org or the postal address below.  If you do not wish to 
receive our newsletter in the future, simply reply to this message with the word 
‘unsubscribe’ in the title – thank you. 
 
Scotland Team: (Paul Kirkland, Tom Prescott, Shona Greig, David Hill, Anthony 
McCluskey) 

Butterfly Conservation Scotland 
Balallan House, Allan Park, Stirling, FK8 2QG   
t:    01786 447753 
e:   scotland@butterfly-conservation.org     
w:  www.butterfly-conservation.org/scotland 
 

Join us on Facebook!   
By joining us on Facebook, you can keep up to date with the latest news and 
sightings! Send us your photos and let us know what’s going on where you are and 
cheer up your newsfeed and compare notes with others passionate about 
butterflies, moths and the natural world!  Be friends with us at 
www.facebook.com/bcscotland  
 

 Follow us on Twitter!  
www.twitter.com/BC_Scotland  
 
Gardening Scotland 2016 
After a break of almost 5 years we took a stand at Scotland’s largest garden festival 
at Ingliston, Edinburgh at the start of June.  Our stand formed part of the Living 
Garden section, a lovely horseshoe of environmental charities and NGOs with 

intricately designed pallet 
gardens showcased in the 
centre.  We had a wonderful 
weekend, meeting the public 
and had the opportunity to 
publicise our new Allotment 
Butterfly Survey as well as 
encourage people to take part 
in this year’s Big Butterfly 
Count.   
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Royal Highland Show 2016 
We had a brilliant weekend at the Royal Highland Show, Edinburgh chatting to the 
public and showing them our Emperor Moth caterpillars as well as making butterfly 
fingerpuppets with the kids! 
A big thank-you to the RSPB who very kindly invited us to share their marquee 
space, and of course to all our volunteers for their time, enthusiasm and goodwill 
over both the above events – it was very much appreciated! 
 

 
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

 

 
It’s not long now until our Big Butterfly Count kicks off again.  This year it runs from 
15th July to 7th August.  Just pop outside on a sunny day and count butterflies and 
moths for 15 minutes and record your sightings online!  Numbers were a little down 
last year with the dreadful weather but we are hoping to make this a really bumper 
year!  See www.bigbutterflycount.org  
 
Wester Moss workparty – Sunday, 4th September 2016 
Time – 10am to 3pm 
Location – Fallin Bing 
Description – Butterfly Conservation Scotland and volunteers will continue to restore 
the lovely Wester Moss nature reserve, which is jointly managed with the owners, 
Stirling Council. Volunteers will be working to remove cut scrub from the surface of 
the bog which will help speed up the restoration of this great site. Wester Moss is 
home to colonies of Large Heath and Green Hairstreak butterflies as well as plants 
such as Bog Rosemary. 
The work suits all abilities, but you need a steady footing as we will be working on 
and walking across uneven and boggy terrain. 
Meeting place - 10am at the mining museum car park in Fallin. 
Please bring: Water, lunch, wellies or sturdy waterproof walking boots and work 
clothes - including waterproofs. Please be prepared for cold conditions and bring 
warm hat, fleece etc.....and a sense of humour! 
This work is part-funded by the Inner Forth Landscape Initiative and EcocoLife. 
Booking – Please email scotland@butterfly-conservation.org to book your place. 
 
Scottish Members’ Day – Saturday, 8th October 2016 
Our annual Scottish Members’ Day will be held at the Battleby Conference Centre, by 
Perth on Saturday, 8th October 2016.  More information will follow in due course.  
 
Scottish Recorders’ Gathering – Saturday, 18th March 2017 
We now have a date for next year’s Recorders’ Gathering for everyone involved or 
interested in butterfly and moth recording.  It will take place at the Battleby 
Conference Centre, by Perth on Saturday, 18th March 2017.   More information will 
follow in due course. 
 
 

http://www.bigbutterflycount.org/
http://butterfly-conservation.org/311-1955/wester-moss-stirling.html
mailto:scotland@butterfly-conservation.org
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BC events in Scotland 
Don’t forget to check out our website at www.butterfly-conservation.org/scotland as 
well as your local Branch website for up-to-date lists of fieldtrips, events etc: 
Highlands & Islands   – http://butterfly-conservation.org/313/highlands-and-islands-branch.html  

South West Scotland – http://butterfly-conservation.org/311/glasgow--sw-scotland-branch.html  

East Scotland             – http://butterfly-conservation.org/312/east-scotland-branch.html  

 
And of course Branch Facebook and Twitter pages too! 

 

BRANCH NEWS 

East Branch 
 

Yarrow Argus Project Surveys 
The Yarrow Argus Project (YAP) aims to enhance the population of Northern Brown 
Argus (NBA) in the Yarrow Valley, west of Selkirk in the Borders. The aim of the 
survey is twofold: to identify the best areas of species-rich grassland (SRG) that 
currently, or potentially, support Northern Brown Argus and to survey and monitor the 
butterfly.  Based on this information the project then aims to work with landowners to 
enhance the habitat for the butterfly.

 

East Branch is looking for volunteers to help with this exciting survey along the 
Yarrow Valley from now until early August. This butterfly is a national priority for 
conservation effort and it's known to be present at various sites in the valley. This is 
an opportunity to explore some lovely countryside and to make a real contribution to 
conservation. You will be allocated a 1km survey square and lots of guidance and 
help are available to get you started - for more information contact Sarah Eno at 
saraheno@riseup.net  

 
Northern Brown Argus on Rock-rose - Iain Cowe 

 

 

http://www.butterfly-conservation.org/scotland
http://butterfly-conservation.org/313/highlands-and-islands-branch.html
http://butterfly-conservation.org/311/glasgow--sw-scotland-branch.html
http://butterfly-conservation.org/312/east-scotland-branch.html
saraheno@riseup.net%20
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Branch Committee 
Without wanting to go on and on about it, I will be standing down as Branch 
Chairman from 30 June 2016. As yet there is no-one who has come forward to take 
on the role; however, we are very fortunate in that Glyn Edwards has happily agreed 
to be Branch Contact as well as Branch Secretary which will ensure continuity. I will 
still be active with things in the Borders and will certainly continue as VC81 Moth 
Recorder. 
I'd like to take this opportunity to thank people who've helped me over the past five 
years as Chairman. This support has taken various different forms. Folk have 
tolerated that I have been on a learning curve for the branch area and the butterflies 
and moths which it holds and have willingly fed me with information and data to help 
me understand what's going on. On the other hand there has also been a real 
enthusiasm from many people to take on new activities and to raise the profile of 
Butterfly Conservation at branch level - through surveys, conservation and 
particularly by standing up in front of an audience and talking about our Lepidoptera. 
So I am very grateful to committee members, others in the branch and at the Stirling 
office and to all those additional wildlife people out there. Thanks. 

 
Borders Events Ignore the Weather 
The unpredictable weather in early summer always makes it a risky time to hold 
butterfly and moth events, but to show people some of our key species it just has to 
be done then. Fortunately for Reuben Singleton the weather was OK at his moth 
evening at Leadburn Community Woodland and there was a good haul of species, 
including the ever-beautiful 
Peach Blossom. To the east in 
Berwickshire, Iain Cowe 
pressed ahead with a coastal 
walk in search of the Small Blue 
and these were located in the 
mist and cool conditions giving 
much pleasure to the 14 who 
came along despite the 
conditions and plenty more of 
interest was also spotted. A 
week later and Iain again had 
confidence that Gordon 
Community Woodland would 
reveal some of the Small Pearl-
bordered Fritillaries which were 
discovered just a year ago - and 
he was right, although the 
occasional drizzle did limit the 
numbers seen and kept them 
mostly at rest. This pleased the 
photographers. The moral is - 
don't cancel field trips if the 
weather is poor and do come 
along to them despite the 
weather. It's just the faint hearted who miss out!             Peach Blossom – Barry Prater 
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                Small Blue – Barry Prater                                         Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary – Barry Prater 

Barry Prater 
 

 
South & West Branch 
 
G&SWS Branch Photographic Competition 2016 
This year our branch would like to launch our first photographic competition! 
 
It will be open to existing, new and younger branch members as well as those BC 
members who are Facebook friends of Butterfly Conservation – Glasgow and South 
West Scotland Branch. The only catch….photos need to be taken within the G&SWS 
branch area over the last 2 years! 
 
There are 5 categories to enter into, including: 
Branch activities Urban Butterfly project, Bog Squad, moth nights or working party 
events. 
Best of our branch Moths and butterflies from the GSWS coast, parks, trails, lochs 
or hills 
Home sweet home Garden, allotments or hibernating indoors 
Lifecycle Mating pairs, eggs, chrysalis or caterpillars 
Junior (5-16yo) 
5 entries per category per person. Rules of entry on our branch website. 
 
Entries can be submitted 3 ways: 
Post on our branch Facebook page via #BCphotocompGSWS16. 
Instructions: Go onto your own Facebook page and create a post. Upload your 
photos as usual within that post. Write a line or two including which category you’re 
entering under. Then just type in #BCphotocompGSWS16 at the end of your 
sentence/s. Hit post. Done! 
By email at bcphotocompgsws16@gmail.com (all lower case) 
Post to: Marianne Ward, 2 Culzean Drive, Stewartfield, East Kilbride, G74 4BL 
 
Entries to be in for 10th September 2016 and winners will be displayed on 8th 
October 2016 at Scottish Members’ Day in Perth. 
The winning entries from each category will be printed on canvas and displayed on 
the Scottish Members Day. The winner will then be given these as a prize. 
 
Any questions can be emailed to Marianne Ward at the address above. 
 

 

mailto:bcphotocompgsws16@gmail.com
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Dumfries & Galloway Sub-group 
Field Trips 2016 
We have 2 trips planned for the Summer and all are welcome: 
 
31st July at Birkshaw Forest, where the target species will be both Essex and Small 
Skippers. (Please note that this date differs from that shown in the SW Branch 'On 
The Spot' publication). 

20th August at Mossdale. This will be a lengthy walk along a disused railway line 
where Scotch Argus (along with plenty of other things including Dragonflies) should 
be showing. 

If you wish to join us please contact us nearer the date for further details. And do get 
in touch the evening before to ensure the trip will take place. Those who had hoped 
to go on our Mabie Forest Trip in May will vouch for the importance of this prior 
contact as it was cancelled at the last minute due to a forecast of rain and wind and 
so saved a wasted journey. This was of course unfortunate as the weather later in 
the week began to improve and subsequently became Tropical (well, almost!) and on 
a recce the previous Monday we counted 21 Pearl-bordered Fritillaries. 
Susan and Richard dandgbutterflies@gmail.com  Tel: 01387 730301   

 
 

CONSERVATION NEWS 
Plant Pots for PollinatorsHelp butterflies, moths and other pollinators by adding a 
container of nectar plants to your doorstep, balcony or back garden this summer.  For 
more info see http://butterfly-conservation.org/10759/plant-pots-for-pollinators.html  
 
 
 
 
 
Odd Orange-tip! 
This Orange-tip bilateral gynandromorph 
(an organism that contains both male and 
female characteristics) was spotted by Ben 
Anderson on the cycleway in Leith, 
Edinburgh on the 24th May. 
 
 
 
 
 
Scottish Moth Caterpillars by Habitat 
An exciting and very useful page has recently been added to the wonderful East 
Scotland Branch website, designed to aid identification of moth caterpillars most 
commonly encountered in different habitats.  It allows you to click on a thumbnail of a 
species, arranged according to likely habitat, to see a larger image and some brief 
comments. Thanks go to Roy Leverton and Mark Cubitt for making this available. Go 
to http://eastscotland-butterflies.org.uk/caterpillars.html 
 
 

mailto:dandgbutterflies@gmail.com
http://butterfly-conservation.org/10759/plant-pots-for-pollinators.html
http://eastscotland-butterflies.org.uk/caterpillars.html
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Blissful Butterflies at St Andrews Botanic Gardens 
What an absolute delight it is working with tropical butterflies. Not only do we have 
the joy and wonder of seeing and learning about the lovely lepidoptera but we have 
the brilliant butterfly volunteers too. 
 
This team of over sixty enthusiastic, knowledgeable people have added a richness to 
both my working day and the butterfly experience I could not have predicted. Plus 
they are enriching the experience of visitors with fascinating facts and friendly chat. 
Aged from age 15 to ….., em well, the less said the better   and from all walks of 
life, this group has become a force to be reckoned with and a fount of all things 
butterfly. 
 
During the first training session on Saturday 20 February Luke Brown our consultant 
(Butterfly Gardener) introduced us to the theory of running a butterfly house. From 
that point forward Luke, then his colleague Pablo, trained over 40 volunteers. Now 
these skilled volunteers are training new volunteers. The team is growing arms and 
WINGS! 
 
To give an outline of the process here is the butterfly house installation timeline.  This 
does not include the vast amount of planning, costing etc carried out by Director 
James Hearsum in advance. Thanks for making this happen James! 
 
December 2015  Netting installed by Luke and Garden staff and volunteers 
January 2016  Landscaping  by Garden staff and volunteers 
Early February Irrigation and Planting  
15 February   Luke Brown, Butterfly Gardener arrived  
17 February   Zoo licence inspection  and first delivery of 200 pupae   
20 February   First butterfly emerged (Bluemoon  – Hypolimnas bolina) 
22 February   Daily practical training sessions begin 
24 February  Second delivery of pupae  
28 February   Pablo, Butterfly Gardener arrives  
02 March  Third delivery of pupae 
13 March  Pablo leaves (Gulp! Over to us now!) 
12 March  Soft-start opening (schools and clubs) 
17 March  Butterfly House Evening Reception  
19 March  Official opening with over 200 butterflies (and moths) flying 
 
There are now between twenty and thirty different species flying daily in the house 
from tropical America, Asia, Africa and Australasia. Pupae arrive in a polystyrene box 
each Wednesday lunchtime and are carefully unpacked and sorted by volunteers.  
 
They come in all shapes and sizes, resembling small cigars, rolled up leaves, shrimp, 
green berries and even dangly gold earrings! And some of them wriggle a lot which is 
quite adorable. The pupae are farmed in small holdings in the jungle in the various 
countries. This encourages planting of native trees and plants and protects areas of 
rainforest from intense development. Pupae are then sent by air to Heathrow and 
sorted for the various butterfly houses. 
 
Gluing the pupae to wooden poles can be quite a challenge. The Malachite pupae 
(Siproeta stelenes) are quite naughty and knock themselves and others off by 
twitching their little ‘beaks’ (the very bit that needs glued down). Once the glue dries, 
the pupae are placed in the puparium - a large wooden box with a perspex front. 
Temperature and humidity are controlled to create humid rainforest conditions. 
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Butterflies usually emerge within two weeks and once their wings dry are transferred 
to the house to feed and find a mate. 

 
The biodiversity of colour, shape, size and behaviour is entrancing. The dazzling 
Blue Morpho (Morpho peleides) from the Amazon Basin land on fruit, while the 
scarlet and black Semperi (Atrophaneura semperi) from Indonesia drinks nectar from 
Eygyptian Starcluster (Pentas lanceolata), whilst hovering like a hummingbird. 

 
The cream and black Zebra Long Wing (Heliconius charithonia) feeds on both nectar 
and pollen from the orange-flowered  Lantana (Lantana camara). Pollen feeding is 
common in the heliconius (longwing) family and extends their life up to eight months. 
Tropical butterflies feeding on nectar alone live only two to three weeks. 
 
Rather tragically the Atlas Silk Moth (Atticus atlas) is unable to feed during its adult 
stage and lasts only one week. The wonderful copper-brown feathery antennae of 
the male being able to detect a female up to 2 km away. I wonder what we must all 
smell like to the poor things! 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I will finish with my favourite - the Owl Butterfly (Caligo memnon).  A large, lazy 
butterfly with exceptionally sticky feet and the endearing habit of trying to escape on 
visitors’ clothing. One ended up in a car in the carpark (shhhhh don’t tell Luke anyone 
).  
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They have a large golden ‘eye’ 
on the underside of each 
forewing and an inky dark-blue 
upper wing. Whilst not the 
prettiest of butterflies, I love 
their behaviour.  All day long 
they skulk about, hiding behind 
shrubs or languidly feeding on 
pineapple BUT as soon as the 
light levels dip they come alive. 
They chase one another up 
and down the butterfly house 
and bang off the sides and into 
people and very much remind 
me of boy-racers. 
 
They are crepuscular – active at dawn and dusk – and look like they are having such 
fun playing after the heat of the day. We now have eggs and caterpillars from this 
species on banana (Musa spp) and are looking forward to the next generation. Look 
out for them in the house when you next visit. 
Nikki Macdonald    
Photos by Abi Warner (Butterfly photos & gifts are available from the Gatehouse 
shop) 
If you wish to volunteer contact Nikki Macdonald by email: 
education@standrewsbotanic.org  0773 952 1612 
 
 
National Biodiversity Network’s Gilbert White Youth Award  
Last year we were very proud to announce that James Hammond from Forres was 
the runner-up in the National Biodiversity Network’s Gilbert White Youth Award, due 
to his dedication, knowledge and enthusiasm, conserving and recording moths in 
Scotland.   
 
The National Biodiversity Network (NBN) is now accepting nominations for the 2016 
UK awards to celebrate biological recording and information sharing. 
 
There are five categories: 
 Gilbert White youth award for terrestrial and freshwater wildlife 
 Gilbert White adult award for terrestrial and freshwater wildlife 
 David Robertson youth award for marine and coastal wildlife 
 David Robertson adult award for marine and coastal wildlife 
 Lynne Farrell group award for wildlife recording 

 
The deadline for nominations is 31st July 2016.  For more details and a nomination 
form visit https://nbn.org.uk/news/uk-awards-nominations-open/  
 
 
New Butterfly Recorder for Stirlingshire 
Anthony McCluskey has taken over from Scott Shanks as our new Stirlingshire 
Butterfly Recorder.  Many thanks to Scott Shanks for all his work and welcome to 
Anthony!  Please send any Stirlingshire butterfly records to Anthony from now on.  
His contact details are: 
Anthony McCluskey 
Butterfly Conservation Scotland, Balallan House, Allan Park, Stirling, FK8 2QG.   
Tel: 07730 221266  Email: amccluskey@buttefly-conservation.org 

mailto:education@standrewsbotanic.org
https://nbn.org.uk/news/uk-awards-nominations-open/
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Lyme Disease 
As the field season is about to get underway please remember to be aware of the 
potential dangers of lyme disease.   
For more information see http://www.lymediseaseaction.org.uk/about-lyme/faq/ 
 
Here are weblinks to take you straight to our Scottish Reserves:  
http://butterfly-conservation.org/842-1953/allt-mhuic-loch-arkaig.html  
http://butterfly-conservation.org/842-1954/mabie-forest-dumfries-and-galloway.html  
http://butterfly-conservation.org/842-1955/wester-moss-stirling.html  

 
 

PROJECT UPDATES 
 

   Peatland butterflies and moths round-up  
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
As we approach mid-summer the Large Heath butterfly season has suddenly come 
upon us. Once widespread on lowland raised bogs throughout the UK this peatland 
specialist butterfly has declined rapidly due to habitat degradation, loss and 
fragmentation. North and West Scotland’s upland peatlands remain the butterfly’s 
stronghold but it is also known from around 40 lowland raised bogs in central 

Scotland ranging from Ayrshire in the west 
to the Lothians and Fife in the east. Many 
of these sites have not been surveyed for 
Large Heath for some time. Additionally 
there are nearby peatlands to these with 
no records that may yet hold unknown 
colonies.  
With much current conservation sector 
focus on peatlands we are very keen to 
improve our knowledge of the distribution 
of Large Heath in central Scotland. This 
will help enable us to focus our 
conservation efforts in the right place. 
Some recent digital mapping of Large 
Heath records has produced a list of bogs 
that have either previously held colonies or 
are close to known colonies. If anyone is 
interested in looking for Large Heath in 
their area please contact David Hill   
dhill@butterfly-conservation.org for further                           

Large Heath - Butterfly Conservation Scotland          information and a list of sites.  
 

http://www.lymediseaseaction.org.uk/about-lyme/faq/
http://butterfly-conservation.org/842-1953/allt-mhuic-loch-arkaig.html
http://butterfly-conservation.org/842-1954/mabie-forest-dumfries-and-galloway.html
http://butterfly-conservation.org/842-1955/wester-moss-stirling.html
mailto:dhill@butterfly-conservation.org
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There has been some good news regarding the potential colony of Narrow-bordered 
Bee Hawk-moths found last year by the Bog Squad at Kingshill Local Nature 
Reserve near Shotts in North Lanarkshire. Back then three moths were observed 
together on a section of wildflower meadow on the peatland edge. A follow-up visit 
this year revealed more records with the moth seen nectaring widely across the 
reserve. The moth has also turned up on Tam Stewart’s weekly butterfly transect at 
Kingshill. The reserve may represent the only known colony of this nationally scarce 
moth in central Scotland. It is more widely known from the West coast and Speyside.  
And finally an intriguing little story from our Wester Moss reserve near Stirling. A year 
ago we reported in this newsletter that Green Hairstreak had been found at the 
reserve for the very first time. That chance discovery by Heather Young came as a 
bit of a surprise as, despite some suitable blaeberry habitat existing at the Moss, 
previous surveys for this species 
had always drawn a blank. 
Furthermore much of the blaeberry 
had for many years been heavily 
shaded by birch until recently when 
scrub clearance opened the habitat 
up. The nearest known colonies of 
Green Hairstreak are some 4 miles 
away in the Ochil Hills.  
Following Heather’s original 
sighting various people went 
looking for the butterfly in 2015, 
always reporting just one solitary 
individual at a characteristic perch. 
Then finally right at the end of the 
season for the species, two were 
seen mating at the same spot. So 
where had they come from? When 
there was just one butterfly, the 
initial best guess was that it had 
been blown in and had colonised by 
sheer chance. The appearance of 
the second individual perhaps lends 
more weight to a small colony 
having been present for some time.                  Green Hairstreak - Mark Searle 

We therefore eagerly anticipated the start of 2016 Green Hairstreak season and 
fortunately the weather was kind, bringing much sunshine and warmth during May. 
Various searches were carried out with a maximum of three Green Hairstreaks being 
seen in one visit. Interestingly all were seen within a few metres of Heather’s original 
sighting. This is despite the availability of more extensive habitat on the Moss due to 
further scrub clearance. It will be very interesting to follow the progress of this small 
colony over the coming years to see if it is able to expand into these new areas of 
suitable habitat. 
David Hill (Peatland Restoration Project Officer)     
For more information about Butterfly Conservation Scotland’s peatland 
restoration activities please visit: 
Our blog:  www.bogsquad.weebly.com  
Our website: www.butterfly-conservation.org/bogsquad  
Contact us:  Email: peatproject@btconnect.com 
Phone: 01786 447753 
                                                                  

 

http://www.bogsquad.weebly.com/
http://www.butterfly-conservation.org/bogsquad
mailto:peatproject@btconnect.com
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What’s fluttering at the allotment? 

Allotments can be great places to see butterflies. Whether it’s the dreaded ‘Cabbage 

white’ or a Small Tortoiseshell tucked away for the winter in your shed, the Urban 

Butterfly Project wants to hear from you! We’re asking users of allotments and other 

community growing spaces to have a closer look at their plot on three occasions 

through the spring and summer.  

These records help us to understand how butterflies are using different urban 

greenspaces. As butterflies are struggling in the countryside, these spaces could 

become vital for the conservation of butterflies. 

Contact Urban Butterfly Project Officer Anthony McCluskey at amccluskey@butterfly-

conservation.org to receive your free butterfly recording pack or visit www.butterfly-

conservation.org/urbanbutterflies for more information. 

                                                           

SURVEY UPDATES 
 
Painted Ladies and Migrant Watch 

 
There has been a very welcome influx of 
Painted Lady butterflies into Scotland and 
the UK in the last few weeks and we would 
like your help to map their movements. 
If you spot one, simply go to http://butterfly-
conservation.org/612/migrant-watch.html to 
enter your sighting and see your record 
added to the interactive map where you can 
also see where and when other sightings 
have been made this year. 
 

 
Speckled Wood Survey 2016 
2016 is the final year of our 5 year 
Scottish Speckled Wood butterfly 
survey.  The Speckled Wood 
butterfly is continuing its expansion 
in all directions.  It is expanding 
outwards from its ancient refuge 
populations from Moray and Argyll, 
and being joined by in-comers 
migrating north from England and 
even from Northern Ireland!   
Please send us your records by 
postcard or email to  
scotland@butterfly-
conservation.org  or via real-time online recording on our website!  See your records 
mapped in front of your eyes – simply go to  
www.butterfly-conservation.org/scottishspeckledwood  

mailto:amccluskey@butterfly-conservation.org
mailto:amccluskey@butterfly-conservation.org
http://www.butterfly-conservation.org/urbanbutterflies
http://www.butterfly-conservation.org/urbanbutterflies
http://butterfly-conservation.org/612/migrant-watch.html
http://butterfly-conservation.org/612/migrant-watch.html
mailto:scotland@butterfly-conservation.org
mailto:scotland@butterfly-conservation.org
http://www.butterfly-conservation.org/scottishspeckledwood
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Pine-tree Lappet Survey 2016 
In previous year’s Butterfly Conservation Scotland has assisted Forest Research with 

targeted light trapping to ascertain the status and distribution of Pine-tree Lappet in 

the Kiltarlity area.  This has mainly focussed on the core sites as well as those on the 

edge of the moth’s current known range.   

In 2014 Pine-tree Lappet was discovered in the native pinewoods in Glen Strathfarrar 

(10-20km west of Kiltarlity).  This is very significant as it is the first time that the moth 

has been found in an area of native pinewood and could therefore be the source of 

the newly discovered Scottish population.   

Glen Strathfarrar is a remote and very under-recorded glen with restricted access, 

however, we have been given permission to undertake light trapping in the glen to 

determine the distribution of the moth.  We are therefore planning to set MV light 

traps at around a dozen locations at 1km intervals up the glen on the nights of 

Monday 11th and Tuesday 12th July and are seeking volunteers to help set up traps in 

the evening (from 8pm), check the traps overnight and record their catches in the 

morning.   

It is very important, due to the restricted access and to help co-ordinate the survey 

effectively, that you contact Tom Prescott if you are interested in attending.  It would 

also be useful to know if you will be able to bring an MV trap(s) and/or generator.  

If, however, you cannot attend but would like to look for this moth in Glen Strathfarrar 

or at other locations, or want more information, please also get in touch with Tom 

who will help arrange sites and access permissions. 

E-mail:tprescott@butterfly-conservation.org Tel: 01540 661469.  Mob: 07979 785665   
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