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Contributions to our newsletters 

are always welcome. 

Please use the contact details 

below to get in touch!   

If you do not wish to receive our 

newsletter in the future, simply 

reply to this message with the  

word ’unsubscribe’ in the title - 

thank you.  

 

Welcome to Spring! 

Green Hairstreak - Iain Leach 

Orange-tip - Iain Leach 

Garden Tiger caterpillar - Roy Leverton 

http://www.facebook.com/bcscotland
http://www.twitter.com/BC_Scotland
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Dates for your Diary 
 
Wildlife Recorders’ Gathering - Saturday 30th March  10.30 - 4.30pm -  Dumfries 
An informal day of talks, presentations, networking and displays covering the wonderful wildlife of SW  
Scotland.  Contact SWSEIC at info@swseic.org.uk for more details. 
 
Highland Branch AGM - Saturday, 13th April 2019 
Our Highlands & Island Branch will be holding their AGM on Saturday, 13th April at the Kingsview Christian 
Centre, Balnafettack Road, Inverness, IV3 8TF.  See Highland Branch Events (Page 27) for more info. 
 
South & West Branch Members’ Day/AGM - Saturday, 27th April 2019 
Our Glasgow & Southwest Branch will be holding their Members’ Day/AGM on Saturday, 27th April at 
Chatelherault Country Park. For more information see https://www.facebook.com/events/1676662599100492/ 
 
East Branch AGM - Sunday, 28th April 2019 
Our East Branch will be holding their AGM on Sunday, 28th April at the Royal Botanic Gardens, Edinburgh. 
For more information see https://www.facebook.com/events/419933955105527/  
 

Gardening Scotland  - 31st May to 2nd June, 2019 
We are delighted to be having a stand again this year in The Living Garden area at 
Gardening Scotland which runs from 31st May to 2nd June at The Royal Highland 
Centre, Edinburgh – for more info go to www.gardeningscotland.com 
 
Big Butterfly Count 
This year’s Big Butterfly Count runs from Friday 19th July to Sunday, 11th August 2019.  See 
www.bigbutterflycount.org for more info. 
 
Moth Night 2019 
Moth Night 2019 will be held between 26th and 28th September 2019. This year’s themes will be Clifden 
Nonpareil and Migrants, and it will be an opportunity to celebrate the 20th Moth Night since the launch of the 
event in 1998. For more information go to www.mothnight.info/  
 
Scottish Members’ Day 2019 - Saturday, 5th October 
We will be holding our annual Scottish Members’ Day at Battleby Conference Centre by Perth on Saturday, 
5th October. More info will follow in due course. 

 

BC Branch Events in Scotland 
As this is the Spring issue and start of the recording season, we have listed at the end of this newsletter all 

the Butterfly Conservation Scotland Branch and related events that have been planned to date for 2019. 

As more events are added all the time, don’t forget to check out our website at www.butterfly-
conservation.org/scotland as well as your local Branch website for up-to-date lists of fieldtrips, events etc: 

Highlands & Islands -  https://butterfly-conservation.org/in-your-area/highlands-and-islands-branch  

Southwest Scotland -  https://butterfly-conservation.org/in-your-area/glasgow-and-sw-scotland-branch  

East Scotland - www.eastscotland-butterflies.org.uk                                    
 
 
 
   ____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.facebook.com/events/1676662599100492/
https://www.facebook.com/events/419933955105527/
http://www.gardeningscotland.com
https://butterfly-conservation.org/in-your-area/highlands-and-islands-branch
https://butterfly-conservation.org/in-your-area/glasgow-and-sw-scotland-branch
http://www.eastscotland-butterflies.org.uk
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Branch News 

East Branch 

Borders News 
Euchromius ocellea - one of the February warm spell migrants 
This turned up at a trap in some birch woodland in  
Berwickshire on 23 February. Quite a surprise! Described as a 
tropical and sub-tropical species, it’s a very scarce visitor to 
Scotland and was probably brought here on southerly winds. 
Known as the Necklace Veneer, which is not a bad name, but 
I prefer the ‘piano keys’ moth which seems to highlight the 
striking wing markings better. 

Barry Prater 

 

 

 

 

Northern Brown Argus – the Borders Survey 

continues and you can help . . . . 
We started a big push on survey work for the Northern Brown Argus across the Borders last year. A great  
input from local volunteers resulted in over 60 of the 150 known sites being visited and we need to press on 
with the survey during the coming season with the aim of getting the work completed. Of course, the survey is 
not an end in itself – some of the results are already being put to use through plans to improve habitats and 
to raise the awareness of the importance of this butterfly with planners and foresters. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

So, can you help with the survey? We have several outings arranged for the summer at different sites which 
hold the Northern Brown Argus and these are good opportunities to familiarise yourself with the adult, its  
conspicuous eggs and the habitats which suit it. There’s probably one planned at a site which you could get 
to. 

Please contact me to find out more – your help will be really useful – looking forward to hearing from you! 

Barry Prater barry@prater.myzen.co.uk   Tel. 018907 52037 

Euchromius ocellea (Mincie Moss) 

 Northern Brown Argus eggs - Aikyside Wood 

Northern Brown Argus - Coldingham 

mailto:barry@prater.myzen.co.uk
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Project Updates 

Munching Caterpillars Scotland 

Munching Caterpillars Scotland continues to go well, now having 14 schools recruited for the first year of  
delivery. 

Twelve of these schools have now had their first workshop, which gives pupils an introduction to butterflies 
and moths; what they are, their lifecycle, why they are important and what they need to survive. This has 
been delivered to 446 children across 4 authorities. 

Workshop 2 is now starting to be delivered to the schools as well. This session involves the class being split 
into two. Half the class plant caterpillar and nectar food plants out in their school grounds whilst the other half 
of the class play a butterfly and moth matching game, which looks at symmetry, literacy and encourages 
identification skills and team work. The children then switch over, so they have the experience of both  
activities. 

Six schools have received workshop 2 to date, with a total of 10 workshops given to 202 children. 

Over the coming months we also have a number of events lined up to attend, including: 

Sat 13th April – Wild Day Out at Holyrood Park, Edinburgh 
Sat 20th – Sun 21st April - a visit to Kelvingrove Museum in Glasgow to celebrate Dippy the Dipploducus  
                                         being on tour from the Natural History Museum in London.  

How can you help? 
I am always on the lookout for volunteers who would like to: 

- assist with the planting and live specimens workshops in schools 
- help out on a Munching Caterpillars Scotland stall at events, such as these above.  

 

Please get in touch with me if you would like to be involved:  

Polly Phillpot pphillpot@butterfly-conservation.org 

Munching Caterpillars Project Officer 

 

 

   ___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Sunnyside Primary School Sunnyside Primary School 

mailto:pphillpot@butterfly-conservation.org
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Project Updates 

Peatlands for People  
What an incredible year it has been for Peatlands for People, having delivered 50 events since April 2018! 
We’ve been spreading the message about peatland restoration widely across the country, in as many as 18 
different council areas. We’ve also been able to reach new audiences through successful partnership  
working with other organisations using art, heritage and history of peatlands as starting points for  
engagement and events. This included events such as two zine workshops (in Glasgow and Edinburgh in 
collaboration with zine libraries) and a bog fairy trail family event based on peatland folklore.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     

 

 

 

Throughout the Spring and Summer we were invited to attend many family fun days, bioblitz events and  
festivals. With the wonderful weather we had last year it was a fantastic opportunity to get people outdoors 
and finding amazing wildlife! 

We have had a successful year for school sessions too with 13 visits between April 18 and March 19,  
engaging with over 400 school children! We also worked with other young people in partnership with the 
Scottish Rainbows (Dunipace), Dynamic Earth (Edinburgh) and again with Kilmartin Museum at Moine Mhor 
in Argyll. We delivered 15 talks to groups on peatland restoration across Scotland to a range of groups. 
These events have been great for meeting new people and having interesting conversations about people’s 
experiences of peatlands. 

This will actually be my last newsletter for PFP as in April I will be moving onto a new job with the Clyde  
Marine Planning Partnership as an Engagement Officer. I studied marine biology and management at  
university so I’m really excited about the opportunity to work in the field, but will also be sad to leave BC. 
Thank you to all the partners who have been involved in the project over the last ~18 months and to  
everyone at Butterfly Conservation and Peatland Action. I’ve had such fun working on the project with so 
many opportunities to be innovative and creative, and to travel across Scotland meeting new people. It really 
is a fantastic project to be involved and I wish everyone the best of luck for the future! 
 
Rebecca Crawford 
Peatlands for People Project Officer 
 

 

 

 

 

Bog Fairy Trail & Fairy Garden Making - August 2018 - Taynish NNR - Kilmartin Museum 
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Project Updates 

Recording butterflies using apps 

It’s easier than ever now to send us your sightings of butterflies. While it’s always useful to keep a pen and 
notebook handy, it’s fair to say that smartphone apps have revolutionised the ways we can record wildlife. 
This is especially true for when you’re not exactly sure where you are; the apps can find your location, log 
your sighting, and you can keep going to wherever you were going. 

For butterflies, my favourite is the iRecord Butterflies app, which is free to download for both apple and  
android devices. It has a complete guide to all the butterflies in the UK, with beautiful photos and information 
about the flight times, habitats and distribution. It allows you to record one-off sightings using the ‘ID/Record a 
butterfly’ button, or make multiple records of several species in an area using the ‘Survey an area’ function. 
For both of these options you can ask the app to find you at your current location, or you can view a map and 
zoom in to where you are, or where you were when you saw the butterfly. It also allows you to save your 
sightings and send them as a batch later. Once you’ve practised using it a couple of times it becomes very 
quick and easy to use. I love it! 

One thing to note though is that to be able to send records using this app, you must sign up for an iRecord 
account. You can do this through the app, and your iRecord login can then be used on the iRecord website, 
and the iRecord app. 

That brings me on to the iRecord app. The latest version of this app is very easy to use. You simply search 
for the name of the thing you have seen (this includes any wildlife, not just butterflies!), then the location (this 
can be found automatically using GPS, or you can search for it on the map yourself). You can also edit the 
date, number seen, and add as many photos as you like.  

A drawback of both of these apps is that they allow you to enter a number range (such as 2-5, 6-10, etc) for 
the number of individuals of the species you see. Please try to give a single full number instead! The  
recorders who receive the information all prefer to have a single number, even if it is a rough estimate. Some 
of the number ranges are large (e.g. 50 – 100) and probably should be refined. 

Finally, there is the iRecord website, www.brc.ac.uk/irecord  This can be accessed on a phone, but is really 
best set up for full-screen laptops or tablets. The website is good as it allows you to edit and view your  
records more easily, but I tend to use it only if I’ve got a series of records in a notebook that I want to enter.  
After you send your record, it should ultimately be verified by the butterfly recorder for the region in which you 
saw the butterfly. Not all butterfly recorders are currently using iRecord, so it’s useful to check in with them to 
see if they are using it or would prefer to receive records in another way. The full list of butterfly recorders can 
be found here.  

The steps for using the apps mentioned above are described in a handy guide available here - https://butterfly
-conservation.org/sites/default/files/2019-03/Recording%20using%20apps%20and%20irecord.pdf  

Anthony McCluskey 
Conservation Officer 

   ____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.brc.ac.uk/irecord
https://butterfly-conservation.org/our-work/recording-and-monitoring/butterflies-for-the-new-millennium/recording-contacts
https://butterfly-conservation.org/sites/default/files/2019-03/Recording%20using%20apps%20and%20irecord.pdf
https://butterfly-conservation.org/sites/default/files/2019-03/Recording%20using%20apps%20and%20irecord.pdf
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Project Updates 

 

Adopt a transect in Glasgow, Perth or Dundee! 

Butterfly transects are routes which are one to two kilometres long, along which butterflies are recorded  
between the start of April and end of September. These transects give us some of the best data on butterfly 
population changes over time, and some have been running for almost forty years! While most are in the 
countryside, we have some in our towns and cities. This spring we’re appealing for help from new volunteers 
who want to record butterflies in Glasgow, Dundee and Perth. You can see the ten transects in Glasgow on 
the map below, while in Perth the transects are along the Tay near the North Inch, and in Dundee they are at 
the Law, and the Dighty Burn. You don’t need to be an expert in butterfly identification, and a local volunteer 
or staff member will be able to show you what to do. To find out more, email Conservation Officer Anthony 
McCluskey on amccluskey@butterfly-conservation.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Learn how to identify butterflies in the towns and cities of central Scotland 
Following on from our three-year Urban Butterfly Project, we’re running another summer of butterfly  
identification workshops throughout central Scotland. These workshops are a great way for beginners to 
learn how to identify butterflies, or for improvers to brush up on their skills and learn how to send us their  
records. At present we have dates confirmed for Hogganfield in Glasgow (Saturday, 11th May), Blantyre 
(Sunday, 12th May), Dundee (Wednesday, 15th May) and Little France, Edinburgh (Thursday, 16th May) but 
check the website for more dates which will be added soon. Full details on booking and all events can be 
found here. 

Anthony McCluskey 
Conservation Officer 

 

 

   

mailto:amccluskey@butterfly-conservation.org
https://butterfly-conservation.org/events?field_branches_target_id=All&field_categories_target_id=209&field_event_location_proximity%5Bvalue%5D=10&field_event_location_proximity%5Bcenter%5D%5Bcoordinates%5D%5Blat%5D=&field_event_location_proximity%5Bcenter%5D
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Conservation News 

Rare migrant lands on Islay  

On 28th February 2019 an exciting moth discovery was made on Islay. Kate Hannett, who was out looking for 

botanicals for a popular gin distilled on the island, found and photographed this moth sat on a juniper branch.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Crimson Speckled by Kate Hannett 

Kate correctly identified the moth as Crimson Speckled and quickly got in touch with BC realising it was an 

unusual find. Roy Leverton subsequently confirmed that the only previous Scottish sightings were from 1961, 

so this was the first record for 58 years!   

The species is abundant in the Mediterranean area with individual moths sporadically reaching the UK. Such 

arrivals are usually associated with periods of warm southerly winds and these are exactly the conditions that 

prevailed in the UK in mid-late February. Indeed several other sightings of the moth were made in Southern 

England around the same time along with Painted Lady butterflies and other migratory moths.   

Well done to Kate for spotting the moth and crucially realising what is was. Here’s hoping this is a forerunner 

for an exciting year of moth and butterfly discoveries in Scotland!  

David Hill 

 

  ____________________________________________________________________________________  
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Conservation News 

Coul Links Update 

Coul Links is an unspoilt dune system that lies immediately to the north of the village of Embo, in East  
Sutherland and is home to a wide variety of rare habitats and species.  This is recognised by the fact that it 
has National (Site of Special Scientific Interest), European (Special Protection Area) and International  
conservation designations (Ramsar site).  However, despite this there are ongoing proposals for the  
development of a golf course on the site posing great detriment to the wildlife.  Fortunately, following a  
campaign by locals and environmental groups, including Butterfly Conservation Scotland and many of our 
members, the planning application has been examined at a Public Inquiry that began on 26th February 2019 
and is due to finish this week. 

The site is very important for its Lepidoptera with 246 species being recorded, comprising 19 butterflies, 80 
micro-moths and 147 macro-moths, of which the following seven are of particular importance – the 
“Significant Seven”; 

Northern Brown Argus – A count of 114 adults in 2014 at Coul Links is the highest single count from 
any site in the UK. 

Small Blue – The population at Coul Links is a vital “stepping stone” between the adjacent coastal  
      colonies at Dornoch to the south and Littleferry to the north. 

Portland Moth – A Nationally Scarce species with a notable decline in distribution in Britain from 99 
10km squares pre 1970 to 70 (1970-1999) to just 38 from 2000. 

Lyme Grass moth – Also Nationally Scarce and only occurs in Scotland at scattered localities from East 
Lothian to Kincardine and Nairn to Coul Links. 

Caryocolum blandelloides - Discovered in the UK for the first time in 1994 at Coul Links and currently 
only known from four other sites in the UK and all are coastal dunes in the Moray Firth area ranging 
from Findhorn to Littleferry Dunes. 

Coul Links - Andrew Weston 
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Conservation News 

 

Stigmella spinosissimae - A Red Data Book  
species that mines the leaves of Burnet Rose. 

Syncopacma sangiella – A nationally Scarce species associated with Bird’s-foot Trefoil. 

Due to the significance of its Lepidoptera assemblage, 
Dr Mark Young, who most of you will know being a  
former trustee of Butterfly Conservation and chair of 
many of our national gatherings, has acted as our  
Expert Witness on the importance of the dunes for  
butterflies and moths.  Mark was called to present his  
evidence to the Inquiry and be cross-examined by the 
applicant’s legal team on Wednesday 13th March and 
delivered an outstanding performance.  We are very 
grateful to Mark who so willingly devoted his time, 
knowledge and enthusiasm to help protect this  
important site. 

We are not working in isolation as BCS is part of the 
Coul Links Conservation Coalition, so Mark’s evidence 
was given alongside that of our partner organisations.   

Following the Inquiry the reporters, who hear and read 
all the evidence, will make their recommendation over 
the coming months to Scottish Ministers, hence the fate 
of Coul Links ultimately lies in their hands.  In order to 
urge minsters to make the right decision, RSPB on  
behalf of the Coul Links Conservation Coalition, 
have produced the following e-action page https://e
-activist.com/page/39857/action/1?mode=DEMO and 
we would encourage you to consider participating. 

BCS also launched a Crowdfunding Appeal to  
contribute to the Coalition’s legal costs as well as help 
recoup the large amount of staff time and resources 
involved to prepare our case for the Inquiry.  The 
crowdfunding has now finished but you can still  
contribute, if you wish, on BC’s website here 
www.butterfly-conservation.org/Couls 
 
Tom Prescott 
 
 

  ____________________________________________________________________________________ 

                                                             

 

 

 

 

 

 

Portland Moth - Roy Leverton 

https://e-activist.com/page/39857/action/1?mode=DEMO
https://e-activist.com/page/39857/action/1?mode=DEMO
http://www.butterfly-conservation.org/Couls
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Conservation News 

Northern Brown Argus, Kincraig, Fife - an update 
Considering the very disappointing numbers of  

Northern Brown Argus (only 5) seen at Kincraig in 

2017, 2018 turned out to be a wonderful year for them, 

helped in no small way by the warm and sunny  

weather in May and much of June. The main flight  

period was concentrated into 3 weeks from 19th June 

to 7th July, within a total flight period of 7 weeks with 

the first seen on 9th June and the last on 15th July. 

Overall the numbers seen in the East section have 
recovered to a level not seen since the fire of 2014, 
the western end did not fare as well - only 3 were seen 
on one single day (1

st
 July). 

As the summer progressed in some areas the vegetation became very parched, especially where the soil 

levels are at their thinnest, elsewhere the Rock-rose maintained its vigour surprisingly well. The photograph 

below, taken in July shows the effect of the prolonged summer heat and low rainfall, even in Fife! 

Fortunately we had organised the  

Kincraig Butterfly outing for July 7th, the 

last day of peak numbers. The group saw 

the area at its best - hot sunshine, blue 

sky and sea, and plentiful Northern 

Brown Argus (22+). Not only had Duncan 

Davidson run moth traps the night before 

(312 moths of 54 species plus a Pimpinel 

Pug) but he also was able to identify a 

Northern Brown Argus egg at the side of 

the coastal path. Further eggs were seen 

along the coastal path in the east section 

(1 to 3) as July progressed. 

Photographic opportunities were limited 

during the main flight period, the  

butterflies were gloriously active  

throughout, although a male (shown at 

the start of this article) had taken up an 

unlikely perching spot about 100m inland 

from the nearest rock-rose, and  

maintained his territory for several days.  

Despite the ever increasing number of 

people using the coastal path at Kincraig, 

and especially ‘coasteering’ groups using 

it to access the Chain Walk and beaches, 

these still had limited effect on the flight 

and activity of the butterflies. In fact  

several ‘casual’ records of NBA sightings 

were received from walkers visiting the 

area. Our identification signs had worked! 

Interestingly I have always found the main 

flight times to be between 10.00 am and 

1.00 pm, on sunny days, with the butterfly 
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Conservation News 
only on the wing later in the afternoon if the morning was cloudy. The butterfly walk on the 7

th
 July started at 

10.00 and finished just after 2.00 pm. One of the group returned to the coastal path after that to take more 

photographs and didn’t see any at all. 

A couple of issues arose during the summer and a site meeting was held with Elspeth Christie (SNH) and 

Deirdre Munro (Fife Coast and Countryside) in December 2018. The first problem is the ‘braiding’ of the 

downhill section of the path where mountain and trail bikes avoid the stone steps by detouring along the side 

of the path - which is mainly rock-rose. Spread of scrub into the grassland at the western end of the transect 

route is the second potential problem. A number of action points will be followed up to address these  

problems, including updating the sign asking walkers to keep to the coastal path.  

2018 Year totals 

Section                1                2             3             4               5              6            Total 

2013                   11             36           36             5               -             17             107 

2014                   13             13           18             -                -             14               58 

2015                     2               4             1             -                -             10               17 

2016                     6               9             5           10               -              11              41 

2017                     1              -               3            1                -               -                 5 

2018                     6             12           23           15               -               3               59 

 

Year peak in any one week 

Section                1                2             3             4               5              6             

2013                    6                9            12            2               2              6 

2014                    4                5              5            -                -               9 

 2015                   1                2              1            -                -               3 

2016                    4                3              2            4               -               7 

2017                    1                -               3            1               -               -  

2018                    2                6             11           5               -               3 

Hamish Johnston 

   

 

   _____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Conservation News 

THE WISH LIST 

 

I still have my Observer’s Book of British Butterflies. My primary school teacher gave it to me when I was 

eight. In those innocent times, she even inscribed the flyleaf: “From Miss Walker, July 1953”. (I never knew 

her first name, nor would I have dared to ask.)  How sad that such a gift would be considered inappropriate 

today.  

On the back endpaper of my new book I made a list, in childish block capitals: “Butterflies I migh (sic) get this 

spring and summer.” The selection was optimistic, to put it mildly. This was Salford before the Clean Air Acts, 

and there were very few butterflies. Nevertheless, top of my wish list was “Small Mountian Heath”, whatever 

that might be. High Brown Fritillary followed, along with Brown Hairstreak, both of which I still await. In fact, I 

did not see a single one of those ten species during all the years I lived in Salford. Not until I went off to  

university in Sussex did Brimstone, Chalk Hill Blue, Clouded Yellow and Brown Argus fulfil my schoolboy 

dreams. 

Even so, I have never given up the pleasure of making wish lists. They provide something to look forward to 

during the dark days of winter, a reason to keep going while times are grim. When we moved to a Scottish 

croft in 1990 a brand new wish list accompanied me, this time of moths as well as butterflies.  

High on this list was Narrow-bordered Bee Hawk-moth. Opposite the house was a boggy hillside that had 

never been drained or cultivated. Botanically it was very rich, with Coralroot and Lesser Butterfly Orchids. 

Devil’s-bit Scabious flourished in the wetter patches – the foodplant of the very moth I longed to see.   

Admittedly that was not even on the Banffshire list, but nobody had ever looked for it here. Each spring I 

monitored the garden flowers on sunny days in May, carefully checking every ginger bumble-bee in the hope 

it would prove to be the moth. I even bought some Bugle from a garden centre, reputedly its favourite nectar 

flower. The Bugle burgeoned and spread, taking over several herbaceous borders and even invading the 

lawn. At least the bees liked it.  

Eventually I did see Narrow-bordered Bee Hawks – amazing creatures - and also found the caterpillars, but 

this was in Moray and East Ross, which wasn’t quite the same. I wanted to see them in my garden! And year 

by year the moth was coming closer. There was even a sighting on the Banffshire side of the Spey, and  

others nearby in North Aberdeenshire. The question now became when, not if. 

We live beside a minor road that used to 

be very quiet, until satnav informed  

drivers it was a short cut. Today we 

have a mini rush hour.  Being on a blind 

bend, I see out my wife Laurie when she 

drives off to the shops. The morning of 

21 May 2018 was just like any other, 

except that it was warm and sunny. On 

my way back to the house, out of habit I 

glanced at the garden flowers. And there 

it was. Even from ten yards away I could 

tell it was a hawk-moth, far quicker and 

more agile than any bumble-bee.  

Success at last! Now it was a case of 

getting a voucher photo. First attempts 

showed just a brown blur. The settings 

on my new and far too complicated digital camera were obviously wrong. After much fiddling and fumbling 

while practising on an obliging Orange-tip, I did get a couple of reasonable shots, proof that I hadn’t imagined 

Orange-tip male, May 2018, Ordiquhill, Banffshire 
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it.  As for the specially provided Bugle, the moth preferred a patch of self-sown Red Campion. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Needless to say, that’s not the end of my wish list. We get 

dozens of Peacocks on the buddleias, so surely I’m  

overdue for a Camberwell Beauty? Maybe this coming 

summer, if the winds are right... And there’s still Small 

Mountian Heath, lurking on some remote Scottish bheinn, 

as yet unknown to science. When I find it, naturally I’ll 

name it walkeri. 

Roy Leverton 

 

   

 

   

  _____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Narrow-bordered Bee Hawk-moth, 21 May 2018, Ordiquhill, Banffshire 

         Narrow-bordered Bee Hawk-moth, 21 May 2018,  

       Ordiquhill, Banffshire 
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Butterfly Conservation Draft Scottish Conservation Strategy  

- we need your help! 

Last Saturday, 16th March, attendees of our annual Scottish Recorders Gathering witnessed the unveiling of 
our draft Scottish Conservation Strategy which outlines our approach to the conservation of butterflies and 
moths to 2025.  It is one of nine regional strategies in the UK and supersedes our former Branch Regional 
Action Plans (RAPs) that were originally produced in 2000.  Information on our UK strategy can be found 
here: https://butterfly-conservation.org/sites/default/files/2018-11/bc_2025_conservation_strategy.pdf  

One of its main objectives is to help ensure that we utilise our resources for conservation action effectively 
i.e. by focussing on the right species and landscapes.  Priority species have been assigned a Threat Priority 

(High (H), Medium (M) or Low (L)) as well as being given a Conservation Priority A, B or C 

 A: Action urgent across all occupied landscapes/sites. 

 B: Action necessary in some occupied landscapes/sites.  

 C: Action less urgent but may be necessary in some landscapes/sites. 

This effectively results in three categories; HA, HB and M and could be seen as being akin to Scottish 
Football leagues; i.e. 

HA = Scottish Premier League 

HB = Scottish Championship 

M = Scottish Leagues 1 and 2 

Following this analogy species can be promoted or relegated if their status is deemed to have changed. 

Under this system we have identified 106 priority species (10 butterflies, 55 micro-moths and 41 macros). 
They are tabulated below in ABH order (ABH No.= Species number as given by Agassiz, Beavan & Heckford 

(2013). A checklist of the Lepidoptera of the British Isles) for each of the three categories, HA, HB and M. 

HA – 23 species (3 Butterflies, 12 Micros and 8 Macros) 

HB – 37 species (2 Butterflies, 19 Micros and 16 Macros) 

 M – 46 species (5 Butterflies, 24 Micros and 17 Macros) 

Total = 106 species (10 Butterflies, 55 Micros and 41 Macros) 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Welsh Clearwing - John Knowler Dew Moth - Roy Leverton 

https://butterfly-conservation.org/sites/default/files/2018-11/bc_2025_conservation_strategy.pdf
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Table 1:  HA – 23 species (3 Butterflies, 12 Micros and 8 Macros) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Table 2:  HB – 37 species (2 Butterflies, 19 Micros and 16 Macros) 

 

ABH No. Common Name Scientific Name 

12.001 Wood-ant Clothes Myrmecozela ochraceella 

16.013 Lost Ermel Kessleria fasciapennella 

33.005 Mountain Ermel Ethmia pyrausta 

35.005 White-headed Sober Syncopacma albifrontella 

35.111 Rock Groundling Scrobipalpa murinella 

37.021 Bearberry Case-bearer Coleophora arctostaphyli 

37.089 Burren Case-bearer Coleophora pappiferella 

45.018 Mountain Plume Stenoptilia islandicus 

48.006 Inverness Twitcher Choreutis diana 

49.007 Dover Twist Periclepsis cinctana 

49.046 Silver Shade Eana argentana 

49.119 Juniper Conch Aethes rutilana 

52.005 Welsh Clearwing Synanthedon scoliaeformis 

54.004 Transparent Burnet Zygaena purpuralis 

54.005 Slender Scotch Burnet Zygaena loti 

54.007 New Forest Burnet Zygaena viciae 

57.004 Chequered Skipper Carterocephalus palaemon 

59.014 Pearl-bordered Fritillary Boloria euphrosyne 

59.033 Marsh Fritillary Euphydryas aurinia 

67.001 Kentish Glory Endromis versicolora 

70.228 Dark Bordered Beauty Epione vespertaria 

73.258 Small Dark Yellow Underwing Coranarta cordigera 

73.344 Lunar Yellow Underwing Noctua orbona 

BH No. Common Name Scientific Name 

9.001 Currant Shoot Borer Lampronia capitella 

12.013 Large Scotch Clothes Archinemapogon yildizae 

14.005 Highland Bent-wing Bucculatrix humiliella 

15.023 Highland Slender Callisto coffeella 

16.016 Scotch Ermel Swammerdamia passerella 

18.002 Arctic Diamond-back Plutella haasi 

19.012 Oban Fanner Acrolepiopsis betulella 

21.007 Scarce Bent-wing Leucoptera orobi 

32.004 Mountain Flat-body Levipalpus hepatariella 

32.005 Scotch Flat-body Exaeretia ciniflonella 

32.041 Highland Flat-body Depressaria silesiaca 

32.046 Yarrow Flat-body Depressaria olerella 

35.021 Scotch Crest Dichomeris juniperella 

35.134 Black Isle Groundling Caryocolum blandelloides 

43.009 Ling Owlet Scythris empetrella 

45.036 Short-winged Plume Pselnophorus heterodactyla 

47.007 Scarce Lance-wing Epermenia farreni 

49.147 Rannoch Marble Apotomis infida 

50.001 Goat Moth Cossus cossus 

54.002 Forester Adscita statices 

54.006 Mountain Burnet Zygaena exulans 

54.009 Talisker Burnet Zygaena lonicerae ssp. jocelynae 
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Table 3:  M – 46 species (5 Butterflies, 24 Micros and 17 Macros) 
 

61.010 Small Blue Cupido minimus 

61.016 Northern Brown Argus Aricia artaxerxes 

63.024 White-spotted Sable Anania funebris 

66.009 Pine-tree Lappet Dendrolimus pini 

70.135 Heath Rivulet Perizoma minorata 

70.201 Barred Tooth-striped Trichopteryx polycommata 

70.216 Netted Mountain Moth Macaria carbonaria 

70.262 Bordered Grey Selidosema brunnearia 

71.027 Chocolate-tip Clostera curtula 

72.007 Beautiful Snout Hypena crassalis 

72.050 Dew Moth Setina irrorella 

73.285 Grey Hadena caesia 

73.308 Portland Moth Actebia praecox 

73.323 Sand Dart Agrotis ripae 

73.363 Northern Dart Xestia alpicola 

ABH No. Common Name Scientific Name 

4.048 Water-avens Pigmy Stigmella pretiosa 

12.022 Pied Clothes Nemapogon picarella 

15.031 Alpine Slender Parornix alpicola 

16.012 Highland Ermel Kessleria saxifragae 

35.083 Northern Neb Xystophora pulveratella 

35.122 Atlantic Groundling Scrobipalpa clintoni 

37.023 Scotch Case-bearer Coleophora idaeella 

37.025 Rannoch Case-bearer Coleophora glitzella 

37.041 Petty-whin Case-bearer Coleophora genistae 

38.027 Highland Dwarf Elachista eskoi 

38.034 Scotch Dwarf Elachista orstadii 

49.088 Northern Button Acleris lipsiana 

49.170 Mountain Marble Phiaris obsoletana 

49.171 Highland Marble Phiaris metallicana 

49.217 Rannoch Roller Ancylis tineana 

49.241 Highland Bell Epinotia crenana 

49.308 Elgin Shoot Moth Rhyacionia logaea 

49.328 Highland Piercer Cydia cognatana 

49.370 Inverness Piercer Pammene luedersiana 

57.001 Dingy Skipper Erynnis tages 

59.004 Large Heath Coenonympha tullia 

59.007 Mountain Ringlet Erebia epiphron 

59.013 Grayling Hipparchia semele 

59.015 Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary Boloria selene 

63.035 Mountain Pearl Udea uliginosalis 

63.036 Scotch Pearl Udea decrepitalis 

63.070 Highland Grey Eudonia alpina 

63.096 Scotch Grass-veneer Catoptria permutatellus 

63.101 Northern Grass-veneer Catoptria furcatellus 

69.008 Narrow-bordered Bee Hawk-moth Hemaris tityus 

70.071 Yellow-ringed Carpet Entephria flavicinctata 
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70.120 Argent & Sable Rheumaptera hastata 

70.125 Slender-striped Rufous Coenocalpe lapidata 

70.217 Rannoch Looper Macaria brunneata 

70.249 Rannoch Brindled Beauty Lycia lapponaria 

70.250 Belted Beauty Lycia zonaria 

70.263 Ringed Carpet Cleora cinctaria 

71.028 Small Chocolate-tip Clostera pigra 

73.066 Rannoch Sprawler Brachionycha nubeculosa 

73.138 Lyme Grass Photedes elymi 

73.208 Sword-grass Xylena exsoleta 

73.260 Silvery Arches Polia hepatica 

73.299 Shore Wainscot Mythimna litoralis 

73.311 Coast Dart Euxoa cursoria 

73.367 Cousin German Protolampra sobrina 

73.354 Square-spotted Clay Xestia rhomboidea 

 HA – 23 species (3 Butterflies, 12 Micros and 8 Macros) 

 HB – 37 species (2 Butterflies, 19 Micros and 16 Macros) 

 M – 46 species (5 Butterflies, 24 Micros and 17 Macros) 

 Total = 106 species (10 Butterflies, 55 Micros and 41 Macros) 

In addition, nineteen priority landscapes have been defined in Scotland that identify networks of sites supporting  

populations of priority species. These are listed below and shown on Map 1. 

1.     Angus Coast 

2.     Berwickshire and Lothian Coast 

3.     Breadalbane Hills 

4.     Central Borders Cleuchs 

5.     Deeside 

6.     Highland Perthshire 

7.     Argyll Coast 

8.     Upper Forth Lowland Peatlands 

9.     Islay, Jura and Colonsay 

10.    Kirkcudbrightshire Coast 

11.    Mull 

12.    Badenoch and Strathspey 

13.    Easter Ross and Sutherland Coast 

14.    Great Glen and the Beauly Catchment 

15.    Lochaber 

16.    Machair, Skye and Small Islea 

17.    Moray and Banffshire Coast 

18.    South Lanarkshire Lowland Peatlands 

19.    South Ayrshire and Wigtownshire Coast 
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Map 1: Scottish Priority Landscapes 
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The next stage is to determine what actions are required for each species.  This can be achieved somewhat 
generically by use of our Recovery Curve (Figure 1). 
 

 

                                                             

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Figure 1: Butterfly Conservation’s Recovery Curve. 

This concept is utilised by other species conservation organisations, but BC’s version recognises the  

following five stages; 

Status Assessment: 

The current status of the species needs to be assessed through survey and monitoring.  Many of our 

priority Scottish species will fall into this category, especially the micros. 

Diagnosis: 

If following stage 1 the species is assessed to be in sharp decline or under threat, then the reasons 

behind this need to be identified.  This stage often requires detailed autecological study. 

Solution Testing: 

Having identified the potential factors influencing the species decline in the previous step  

      experimental management should be trialled and the outcome monitored to identify successful  

      solutions.   

Recovery Management: 

Any successful management identified in the previous stage can now be rolled out at a landscape 

level. 

Sustainable Management: 

The final stage involves adoption of positive and proven management techniques at a national scale 

delivered in a long-term manner e.g. via agri-environment and/or forestry schemes. 

However, in reality action on species rarely follows these stages in a simple linear fashion and progress on 
each stage, especially 1-3, occurs simultaneously. 

We are still at an early stage of developing our Scottish Conservation Strategy but hopefully this wee article 

describes our intentions and aspirations.  Further updates will no doubt appear in future e-newsletters and on 

our website as plans progress following more detailed consultation with our branches and key volunteers. 

If you have any thoughts or views on the strategy especially its implementation, please contact Tom  

tprescott@butterfly-conservation.org  

 

mailto:tprescott@butterfly-conservation.org
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To follow up on the talk Ashleigh Whiffin recently gave at the Scottish Recorders’ Gathering, here’s a recap on carrion 
beetles (family: Silphidae). Most of this group are associated with dead vertebrate animals with species in the  
genus Nicrophorus, commonly referred to as Burying beetles or Sexton beetles. They are well known for their habits of 
burying small vertebrate carcasses to avoid competition from other carrion feeders, as well as being devoted parents; 
who display bi-parental care, a rare trait among beetles.  Other species will feed and breed on carrion but do not care 
for their young. There are also a few members of this group that aren’t associated with carrion at all, some are  
herbivores and a couple are even predatory! In total, there are only 21 species recorded from the UK and most of these 
are reasonably large in size, making identification a little bit easier than some other groups of beetles.  

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                               

                           Nicrophorus investigator in light trap.                                                                  A family of burying beetles in their mouse house. 

The burying beetles (Nicrophorus spp.) are reasonably large, chunky beetles, with big eyes, clubbed antenna and  
truncated wing cases (elytra). They are all attracted to light, so regularly turn up in moth traps. If you find them in your 
traps then see if you can identify them and share your sighting with the National Silphidae Recording Scheme. 

     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Carrion Beetles – Moth Trap Invaders 

Nicrophorus humator (18 - 26 mm)  
The only resident British  
species with entirely black  
elytra. With orange antennal 
clubs. It’s one of the  
commonest species, recorded 
throughout the UK.  

Nicrophorus vespilloides (10 - 18 mm)  
This species can be identified 
just by the colour of the  
antennae, the club is entirely 
black (orange in all other  
resident species). It’s the  
commonest of the orange & 
black Nicrophorus, found 
throughout UK.  

Nicrophorus investigator (12 - 22 mm)  
Similar to N. vespilloides, but 
with orange antennal clubs.  
Anterior orange markings on  
elytra usually more or less  
continuous across the suture, 
with fine golden hairs at the tip of 
the abdomen only.  
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The following species are not attracted to light but are quite easy to recognise and would certainly be worth recording if 
you spot them! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                             

 

 

 

 
 
               The National Silphidae Recording Scheme collates records for this group of beetles. You can find  
                        out more about the scheme and how to recognise the rest of these fascinating beetles here:                                      

http://www.coleoptera.org.uk/silphidae/home  
 
 When submitting your records please include photos. 
 
     Follow the scheme on Twitter: @SilphidaeUk 
 Email: Silphidae@brc.ac.uk  

 
 
All Image Credits: Ashleigh Whiffin,© National Museums Scotland 

 

Nicrophorus vespillo  
(12 - 22 mm) 
The key diagnostic  
features for this burying 
beetle are: the golden 
hairs lining the front edge 
of the pronotum, and the 
cowboy-like stance (i.e. 
curved hind legs). It also 
has golden hairs on all 
the abdominal segments. 

Necrodes littoralis  
(15 - 25 mm) 

Another species  
regularly recorded at 
light. It’s entirely black 
apart from the very tips 
of the antenna which are 
orange. Similar to N. 
humator but the antenna 
are not clubbed. Unlike 
the burying beetles, this 
species breeds on  
carrion in situ and does 
not display parental 
care.   

Oiceoptoma thoracicum (11 - 16 mm) 
Very easy to recognise from the 
colour pattern (black elytra and 
striking orange pronotum). It’s a 
bit more of a generalist, found on 
carrion, fungi and dung.  
Prefers woodlands, and has a 
particular association with the 
stinkhorn fungus Phallus  
impudicus.  

Phosphuga atrata (10 - 15 mm) 
A specialised predator of 
snails, commonly found in 
wooded areas. It is found in 
two colour forms; black and 
red - both are hairless and 
shiny in appearance, with an 
elongate head and mandibles 
- an adaptation to reach  
inside the shells of snails.  

Dendroxena quadrimaculata (12 - 14 mm)  
Another predatory Silphid. It’s  
predominantly found in woodlands, 
on oak trees where it hunts  
caterpillars. With its orangey brown 
elytra marked with four black spots, 
it’s a very distinctive beetle. 

http://www.coleoptera.org.uk/silphidae/home
https://twitter.com/SilphidaeUk
mailto:Silphidae@brc.ac.uk
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Moth trapping equipment - FOR SALE 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HONDA GENERATOR very good condition - £400. 

ANGLIAN LEPIDOPTERIST SUPPLIES plywood Skinner Trap with two sets of  

electrics – 125W MV & 60W actinic - spare bulb, tube and carry bag, weatherproof 

twin extension cable - £100. 

Email Heather Young – heather.young@tiscali.co.uk 

   ____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

mailto:heather.young@tiscali.co.uk
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South & West Branch Events 2019 
Ayrshire 

Dingy Skipper butterfly survey at the Barony A Frame and Whitehills Community Woodland near 

Auchinleck – Saturday 25th May 

This is a joint event with the East Ayrshire Coalfield Environment Initiative. We’ll meet at the Barony A 
Frame, Auchinleck at 10:30 for a 10:45 start on Saturday 25th May to look for one of Scotland’s rarest  
butterflies, the Dingy Skipper! 

Our records will help improve national distribution maps for this species. Survey training will be provided and 
if we have time we’ll also try out other invertebrate survey techniques.  All records will be passed to Butterfly 
Conservation and appropriate National Recording schemes. 

Please dress appropriately for warm weather with sturdy walking shoes, apply sunscreen, bring lots of water, 
some lunch and possibly a sun hat! Nets, pots and ID guides will be provided, but if you have binoculars and 
your own equipment, that could be useful! 

There may be limited parking at Whitehills Community Woodland, but we can car-share from Barony A 
Frame. 

Please contact scott.shanks@ea-cei.org.uk for more information or to register your attendance at the event. 

* NOTE: This event is weather dependent and may need to be rescheduled at short notice. 
 

Large Heath butterfly survey at Low Moss near Lugar, East Ayrshire. Thursday 20th June 

Joint Event with the East Ayrshire Coalfield Environment Initiative. We’ll meet at Low Moss at 10:30 for a 
10:45 start on Thursday 20th June. We will be carrying out a Large Heath timed count using the UK Butterfly 
Monitoring Scheme (UKBMS) guidelines. Our records will help improve national population monitoring for 
this important bog indicator species. Survey training will be provided and we’ll also try out other invertebrate 
survey techniques including ‘FIT’ Counts of pollinators, BugVac sapling, Sweep netting and bog pool  
sampling. Records will be passed to Butterfly Conservation and appropriate National Recording schemes. 

Please dress appropriately for warm weather, apply sunscreen, bring lots of water, some lunch and possibly 
a sun hat too! The ground will probably be quite dry so walking boots will probably be fine as long as you 
don’t step in a ditch! Nets, pots and ID guides will be provided, but if you have your own, that could be useful. 

There is limited parking at the site, so we may need to coordinate lift-sharing from Cumnock, Lugar or Logan. 

Please contact scott.shanks@ea-cei.org.uk for more information or to register your attendance at the event. 

 * NOTE: This event is weather dependent and may need to be rescheduled at short notice. 
 

Large Heath butterfly survey at SWT Dalmellington Moss. Saturday 22nd June 

Joint event with the East Ayrshire Coalfield Environment Initiative and the Scottish Wildlife Trust. We’ll meet 
at SWT Dalmellington Moss at 10:30 for a 10:45 start on Saturday 22nd June. We will be carrying out a Large 
Heath timed count using the UK Butterfly Monitoring Scheme (UKBMS) guidelines. Our records will help im-
prove national population monitoring for this important bog indicator species. Survey training will be provided 
and we’ll also try out other invertebrate survey techniques including ‘FIT’ Counts of pollinators, BugVac sap-
ling, Sweep netting and bog pool sampling. All records will be passed to the Scottish Wildlife Trust, Butterfly 
Conservation and appropriate National Recording schemes. 

Please dress appropriately for warm weather, apply sunscreen, bring lots of water, some lunch and possibly 
a sun hat too! The ground will probably be quite dry so walking boots will probably be fine as long as you 
don’t step in a ditch! Nets, pots and ID guides will be provided, but if you have your own, that could be useful. 

There is limited parking at the site, so we may need to coordinate lift-sharing from Dalmellington. 

Please contact Scott on 07766185987 or via scott.shanks@ea-cei.org.uk for more information or to register 
your attendance at the event.  

* NOTE: This event is weather dependent and may need to be rescheduled at short notice. 

mailto:scott.shanks@ea-cei.org.uk
mailto:scott.shanks@ea-cei.org.uk
https://scottishwildlifetrust.org.uk/reserve/dalmellington-moss/
http://www.ukbms.org/Methods
https://www.ceh.ac.uk/our-science/projects/pollinator-monitoring
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Large Heath butterfly survey at Sorn, East Ayrshire on Thursday 4
th

 July 

Joint event with East Ayrshire Coalfield Environment Initiative. We’ll meet near Sorn at 10:30 for a 10:45 start 
on Thursday 4th July. We will be carrying out a Large Heath timed count using the UK Butterfly Monitoring 
Scheme (UKBMS) guidelines. Our records will help improve national population monitoring for this important 
bog indicator species. Survey training will be provided and we’ll also try out other invertebrate survey  
techniques including ‘FIT’ Counts of pollinators, BugVac sapling, Sweep netting and bog pool sampling.  
Records will be passed to Butterfly Conservation and appropriate National Recording schemes. 

Please dress appropriately for warm weather, apply sunscreen, bring lots of water, some lunch and possibly 
a sun hat too! The ground will probably be quite dry so walking boots will probably be fine as long as you 
don’t step in a ditch! Nets, pots and ID guides will be provided, but if you have your own, that could be useful. 

There is limited parking at the site, so we may need to coordinate lift-sharing from Sorn. 

Please contact scott.shanks@ea-cei.org.uk for more information or to register your attendance at the event.  

* NOTE: This event is weather dependent and may need to be rescheduled at short notice. 
 
To see more events organised by CIE go to http://www.ea-cei.org.uk/category/events/ 
 

 

Dumfries & Galloway sub-group: 

Mabie Sunday 12th May 10.30am 
A trip to see the freshly emerged Pearl-bordered Fritillaries at this wonderful nature reserve, owned by  
Forestry Commission Scotland. Probably the richest butterfly site in Scotland! Please book by emailing 
dandgbutterflies@gmail.com by 10th May. 
 
Mossdale 28th July 10.30am 
An easy walk along the disused railway, hoping to see Scotch Argus and Dark Green Fritillaries, amongst 
others. Please book by emailing us before 26th July at dandgbutterflies@gmail.com  

Other trips may take place, if we have some more volunteer leaders! 

 

mailto:scott.shanks@ea-cei.org.uk
http://www.ea-cei.org.uk/category/events/
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Highland Branch Events 2019 

Field trips and events – 2019 
Events are listed below in chronological order. You’ll notice there are fewer events than usual but there will 
be more events to come, the details of which had not been finalised before this newsletter went to print. 
These events will be advertised on the BC Highland Branch website and e-mailed to those members for 
whom we have an e-mail address.  Apologies to those who do not have ready access to a computer. 

If you are not on our e-mail list and would like to be added, please contact Audrey Turner, Branch  
Membership Secretary,   unicorn64@btinternet.com  

If you have any ideas for future field trips or other events please contact Pete Moore, Events Organiser,  
tonuptwitcher@gmail.com  If you would like a field trip to take place in your local area, get in touch and we’ll 
see what we can organise. 

These events are free and open to both BC members and non-members.  

Car sharing. For environmental and social reasons it would be good if people car shared when  
attending events. If you are travelling by car and happy to give someone else a lift or if you would like a lift to 
an event, please contact the event leader beforehand and they will try to match people up. 

2019 events at a glance – in chronological order: 
APRIL 

Saturday April 6 - Habitat management work party for Pearl-bordered Fritillary, Glen Orrin near Muir of Ord. 

MAY 

Sunday May 19 – Field trip for fritillaries, Glenmarksie near Contin. 

Saturday May 25 or Sunday May 26   - Field trip for Pearl-bordered Fritillary and Dingy Skipper, Polmaily 
near Drumnadrochit. 

JUNE 

Sunday June 16 – Field trip for butterflies, River Beauly near Kiltarlity 

AUGUST 
Saturday August 3 – DBB Bash – moth trapping for Dark Bordered Beauty moth, RSPB Insh Marshes near 
Kingussie 

SEPTEMBER 
Saturday September 14 – Habitat management work party for Pearl-bordered Fritillary, Polmaily, near 
Drumnadrochit. 

Your event leaders: 

Margaret Currie - Margaret is Vice-County Moth and Butterfly Recorder for East Ross-shire and so it goes 

without saying that she knows a lot about leps! 

Pete Moore 

Pete is Chairman and Events Co-ordinator of BC Highland Branch. He came to moths relatively late in his 

career as a nature reserve Warden but his enthusiasm for moths has overtaken that of birds and other  

wildlife. His main passions: moths, mountains and motorbikes. 

 

Tom Prescott 

Tom works for Butterfly Conservation Scotland as Senior Conservation Officer.  He has been enthusiastic 

about moths and butterflies for a long time, is extremely knowledgeable and is Vice-County Moth and  

Butterfly Recorder for West Inverness.  Other personal skills include riding his bike, brewing beer, baking 

cakes and telling bad jokes; but not all at the same time! 

 

Mark Wynn 

Mark sits on the committee of BC Highland Branch. He has a love of wildness & natural history, hence why 

he and his wife retired to Scotland. He believes music - especially jazz & R&B - is the most dazzling fruit of  

human creation. Closely followed by films & football. Sources for the spirit. Thus, Mark will keep you  

entertained. 

mailto:unicorn64@btinternet.com
mailto:tonuptwitcher@gmail.com
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Details of events in chronological order: 

GLEN ORRIN SCRUB CLEARANCE WORK PARTY  

Target Species:   to benefit Pearl-bordered Fritillary  

Date:  Saturday 6th April    

Time:  10.30am    

Meeting place:  Parking near the work site is limited, therefore we will meet at the visitor’s car park at 
the entrance to Glen Orrin, grid ref NH 474514 (OS map 26), at 10.30am. We will then take as few cars as 
possible a mile further up the glen to the site. If you cannot make it at 10.30 then hopefully you will find us up 
the glen on the south or left hand side of the road along the track that starts at approx. NH 464517. 

Description:  Another chance to help cut back vegetation and rake up excessive bracken to improve 
the habitat for Pearl-bordered and Small Pearl-bordered Fritillaries. Both species occur on the south facing 
slopes and track sides of An Dun. 

Approx duration:  4-6 hours, but you are welcome to join in and leave whenever you want. Every little helps 
so if you only want to come for an hour you will still be very welcome.  

What’s needed:  Bring lunch and wear old clothes. If you have them bring work gloves, secateurs, 
bow saws and loppers. If you don’t have them they will be provided.   

Any other information:   

Leader name:  Margaret Currie or Tom Prescott   

Leader contact details:   

Margaret -  Tel: 01349 877223  Mob: 07484 778684   email: moths.vc106@btinternet.com 

Tom – Tel: 01540 661469  Mob: 07979 785665  email: tprescott@butterfly-conservation.org 
 
HIGHLAND BRANCH AGM 

Saturday 13 April 2019 

Kingsview Christian Centre, Balnafettack Road, Inverness, IV3 8TF 

09.30 - Doors open for coffee and chat 

10.00 - 10.45 AGM 

10.45 - 11.15 Talk: James Silvey - "Rearing Moths: Frass Happens" 
James Silvey works for RSPB Scotland on non-avian conservation projects including species such as Dark 
Bordered Beauty moth and Pearl-bordered Fritillaries. James is a keen moth-er with a particular interest in 
larvae and rearing. He has reared numerous species over the years, both common and rare, and prescribes 
to the Roy Leverton rule of rearing “you don’t fully know a species until you’ve reared it”. 

11.15 - 11.45 Talk: Laura Shelbourn - "Montane Moth Monitoring" 
Laura, a graduate of modern languages, is currently based at RSPB Insh Marshes just south of Aviemore. 
Through volunteering placements Laura has explored nature reserves and natural wonders the length and 
breadth of the UK: everywhere from Orkney to Devon, Cumbria to the Norfolk Broads. An amateur moth-er, 
Laura loves any excuse to get out of doors and learn about the natural environment – if it sounds a little 
bonkers, she’ll probably volunteer. 

11.45 - 12.00 break 

12.00 - 13.00 Talk: Rosa Menendez - “Threats to northern butterflies at their southern range limit” 
Rosa is an insect ecologist interested in the effects of human induced environmental change (climate change 

and land use changes) on insect diversity and the ecosystem functions they drive. Butterflies and dung  

beetles are her primary groups of interest and she carries out research in both temperate and tropical  

regions. Her research also has a conservation focus, aiming to provide advice on the best management  

practices for promoting the conservation of insects. 

 

 

mailto:moths.vc106@btinternet.com
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GLENMARKSIE BUTTERFLY WALK 

Target Species:  Pearl-bordered and Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary 

Date:  Sunday 19th May 2019 

Time: 10:30 am 

Meeting place: Turn off A835 about 1km NW of Contin, signposted Loch Achilty. Single track road for 
approx. 4 miles to Luichart Power Station. Park just beyond in vicinity of bridge. OS map 26, NH 393571. 
There are two small car parks further on which we may be able to access. 

Description: A walk mostly on tracks with some short steep uphill sections. Through woodland to the 
open hillside where both PB and Small PB Fritillary have been recorded. The open area is excellent for day 

flying moths such as Mother Shipton, while the ponds lower down have several species of dragonfly.  

Approx duration: 4-5 hours depending on weather. 

What’s needed:  Suitable footwear as we will be going onto the hillside.  Lunch. 

Any other information:  The complete circuit is approximately 3 miles. 

Leader name:  Margaret Currie  

Leader contact details:  Tel:  01349 877223  Mob:  07484 778684  Email: moths.vc106@btinternet.com 
 
POLMAILY BUTTERFLY WALK, NEAR DRUMNADROCHIT 

Target Species:  Pearl-bordered Fritillary and Dingy Skipper 

Date:  Saturday May 25 or Sunday May 26 

Time:  10.30  

Meeting place:  The end of the forest track into Polmaily, about 2 miles west of Drumnadrochit on the 
A831 towards Cannich. Grid ref NH 484304 (OS sheet 26 – Inverness and Loch Ness) 

Description:  A visit to see the rewards of previous habitat management undertaken by members of 
Highland Branch. 

Approx duration: Up to 4 hours 

What’s needed:  Bring a packed lunch 

Any other information: Whether the trip will be run on the Saturday or the Sunday will be decided 
nearer the time, dependent on the weather forecast. Please phone Mark a few days beforehand for the final 
decision. 

Leader name:  Mark Wynn 

Leader contact details:  Tel: 01463 222060 or 07944 708608  email:  mark.9wynn@btinternet.com 
 
RIVER BEAULY WALK  

Target Species:  Whatever we find  

Date:  Sunday 16th June  

Time:  10.00am  

Meeting place:  Small car park at the south side of Black Bridge, NH 497439 (OS map 26). Take A831 
(Cannich) road for 1 mile, turn left signed Kiltarlity, go downhill and across bridge. 

Description:  This will be a nice leisurely stroll along the banks of the River Beauly, all on good tracks 
and mostly flat. Hopefully we should see a number of different species of butterfly as the terrain varies, plus 
some dragonflies at the pond.  

Approx duration:  3 to 4 hours depending on weather.  

What’s needed:  Suitable footwear, waterproofs and lunch.  

Any other information:  The total distance is about three miles. 

Leader name:  Margaret Currie 

Leader contact details:  Tel: 01349 877223  Mob: 07484 778684  email: moths.vc106@btinternet.com 

mailto:mark.9wynn@btinternet.com
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DBB BASH 

Target Species: Dark Bordered Beauty moth 

Date:  Sat 3 August 

Time:  10am 

Meeting place:  RSPB Insh Marshes car park. 2 miles out of Kingussie on the B970 (past Ruthven  
Barracks). NN775998 (OS map 35 – Kingussie) 

Description:  A look through moth traps as part of the reserve’s annual monitoring of Dark Bordered 
Beauty moth, found at only three locations in Scotland.  

Approx duration: To lunchtime and possibly beyond….. 

What’s needed:  Packed lunch, midge repellent (just in case) 

Leader name: Pete Moore 

Leader contact details:  Tel: 07866 578079   E-mail: tonuptwitcher@gmail.com  
 
POLMAILY WORK PARTY (AKA BAKE-OFF), NEAR DRUMNADROCHIT  

Date: Saturday September 14  

Time:  Anytime from 10.30 – c4pm  

Meeting place: Follow the Butterfly Conservation Scotland signs from the end of the forest track into 
Polmaily Wood, approx 2 miles west of Drumnadrochit on the A831 towards Cannich. Grid ref: NH484304. 
OS sheet 26 (Inverness & Loch Ness)  

Description: Another session of clearing and cutting back trackside vegetation and scrub to improve 
the habitat for Pearl-bordered Fritillary and Dingy Skipper.  The work includes “weeding” sections previously 
cleared, as well as tackling un-cleared areas.   

Approx duration:  Up to 5 or 6 hours but you are welcome to join in and leave whenever you want to.  
Every little helps so if you are able to come just for an hour or so, you will still be very welcome.  

What’s needed:  If staying all day bring lunch and wear old clothes as well as gloves, secateurs,  
loppers, forks, rakes and bow-saws if you have them.  Further hand-tools including the wonderful  
Tree-poppers and gloves will be available.  Home-baked cake also gratefully received! 

Any other information: This is the eighth Polmaily work-party, or bake-off as it has become known by 
regular attendees.  The previous ones have all been great fun, were well attended and had plenty of cake!  
Tea and coffee will also be provided. 

Leader name:  Tom Prescott  

Leader contact details:   Tel: 01540 661469.  Mob: 07979 785665   

                                           E-mail: tprescott@butterfly-conservation.org 

   

 

  ______________________________________________________________________________ 
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East Branch Events 2019 
Borders Events 

Many of the outings include the Northern Brown Argus as a target species. We are currently working on a 
comprehensive survey of this butterfly across the Borders and the sites being visited are ideal for learning 
about its habitat requirements and how to identify the adult and search for eggs (which can be done whatev-
er the weather). 

Saturday 15 June 2019 Butterflies and Bees of the Borders 

Meet at 10.00am at Chapel Mains Farm House, Blainslie, TD1 2PN (NT551424). We will start with "last 
night's moths" followed by an indoor butterfly and bee ID workshop aimed at beginners or those new to  
recording and we'll then go on a guided walk looking at butterflies, bees and wildflowers in the surrounding 
habitats. Tea, coffee and cake provided but please bring some lunch and suitable outdoor walking shoes & 
clothing. 

For further details and to book a place (workshop space is limited) please contact Apithanny Bourne 
chair@eastscotland-butterflies.org.uk  
 
Saturday 22 June 2019 Northern Brown Argus, Other Butterflies and Moths at Abbey St Bathans 
Meet in the car park in Abbey St Bathans by the Whiteadder Water (NT762619) at 11.00 am. We will explore 
Edgar's Cleugh where there is a strong Northern Brown Argus colony as well as other butterflies such as 
Dark Green Fritillary and Small Heath together with many day-flying moths including the Cinnabar. If  
conditions permit the contents of an overnight moth trap will be examined. It is not a long walk but the track 
up the cleugh can be rather overgrown so appropriate footwear and clothing is advised. Bring a packed 
lunch. 

Contact: Barry Prater 018907 52037 barry@prater.myzen.co.uk  
 
Sunday 23 June 2019       Northern Brown Argus Ecology and Survey Training Day Peeblesshire 
Meet at 10.30 am at the Leithen Lodge road end, four miles north of Innerleithen on the B709 Innerleithen to 
Heriot Road (NT328423).  Parking on the road-side. The event provides the opportunity to see the Northern 
Brown Argus butterfly in one of its strongest Borders colonies at an easily accessible location. We will learn 
tips on how to find the butterfly, identify its larval foodplant and find eggs, and to recognise threats to its  
habitat. This will equip attendees to undertake their own surveys for NBA. Bring warm clothing, waterproofs, 
packed lunch and enthusiasm.   

No dogs as this a working sheep farm. 

Contact: Reuben Singleton  reuben@tweedecology.co.uk 07783 047398 
 
Saturday 29 June 2019 Walk around Tofts Hill for Northern Brown Argus 
Meet at 10.30 am at Upper Tofts Farm steadings (NT546138). This is a left turn off the A6088 about 3 km SE 
of Hawick. The plan is to walk over Tofts Hill and on to Cuckoo Plantation. A botanically interesting area, the 
steeper slopes have plenty of rock rose and so it should be possible to see adult Northern Brown Argus and 
look for eggs; it was last recorded here in 2005. Terrain is largely dry grassland on a not very exposed  
plateau with steep slopes to south which can be avoided. Wear clothing appropriate for the time of year and 
weather.  

Contact for further details is Sarah Eno on 01750 76398 or 07810 492286. 
 
Saturday 13 July 2019 Hare Moss & Dunhog Moss  SWT Nature Reserves 
A short walk organised by the Scottish Wildlife Trust Central Borders Group. Meet at St. Dunstans car park 
(Health Centre) Melrose (TD6 9RX) at 1:30 pm to organise car share or at the reserve at 2.00 pm. The  
vehicle entrance to the reserve is on the left-hand side of the A7 two miles south of Selkirk (just after the 
large TV mast) at NT466242. A walk of 1-2 miles during which we will visit the Hare Moss hide and  
surrounding areas to see a variety of birds, wild flowers and insects. Northern Brown Argus and  
Narrow-bordered Five-spot Burnet moth should be on the wing as will several species of damselfly.  Wear 
stout shoes or boots and clothing to match the weather. Finish 4.30 pm. 

Contact: Alison Smith (walk leader) on 01896 754082 

mailto:chair@eastscotland-butterflies.org.uk
mailto:barry@prater.myzen.co.uk
https://d.docs.live.net/6bd4354ec6c174ea/Documents/Wildlife/Lepidoptera/malcandles46@talktalk.net
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Saturday 13 July 2019 Kelso for White-letter Hairstreak 
We’re teaming up with the Edinburgh Natural History Society for this exciting event seeking the latest  
addition to Scotland’s breeding butterfly list. The meeting place will be by Mayfield Garden Centre at 10.30 
am, where there is spacious free car parking by the riverside walk at NT730336. We will walk from Mayfield 
towards Kelso Bridge where there is a colony of the White-letter Hairstreak and also explore other sites  
nearby. The total distance will be between around 2½ – 3½ miles. Footwear and clothing to suit town and 
country walking. Paths are pretty much flat with no steep gradients and should suit most if not all abilities. 
Bring lunch, a waterproof just in case and binoculars might be handy for a small butterfly that spends its time 
at the top of a tree. 

Contact: Iain Cowe, 6 Lammerview, Chirnside TD11 3UW. Mob: 07904 274310 Email iainacowe@gmail.com 
Facebook message https://www.facebook.com/iain.cowe.5 
 
Saturday 27 July 2019 St Mary’s Loch (Ring of the Loch pathway) 
A walk organised by the Scottish Wildlife Trust Central Borders Group. Meet at St. Dunstans car park (Health 
Centre) Melrose (TD6 9RX) at 10.00 am to organise car share or at the car park below the James Hogg 
Monument at the south end of the Loch (NT237204, nearest postcode TD7 5LH) at 11.00 am. A 7½ mile 
walk around the loch on the “Ring of the Loch” pathway. A shorter 3½ mile option along only the  
south-eastern side of the loch via Bowerhope should be possible.  The whole walk is very scenic and there 
should be interesting plants, insects and other wildlife. A colony of Northern Brown Argus is present on the 
path near Cappercleuch. Wear stout shoes or boots and clothing to match the weather.  Bring picnic lunch. 
Finish at 4.00 pm. 

Contact: Jim Russell (walk leader) 01835 824898 

 

Friday 27 & Saturday 28 September 2019 Moths at Woodside Walled Garden 
Celebrate the annual Moth Night at this wonderful family and wildlife-friendly site situated near Harestanes; 
turn off the A68 at Ancrum and it’s just 1km along the B6400 at NT643249. Come along on the Friday  
evening at 6.30 pm for a couple of hours when we set up and monitor moth traps. £5 per person to include 
refreshments. 6.30pm – 8.30pm. 

On the Saturday morning we’ll be emptying the traps from 9.00 am and finding out which species have 
turned up. So, make a return visit to Woodside and also enjoy bacon rolls (veggie option available). £5 per 
person to include breakfast.  

Booking is necessary for both sessions and to book your place contact Woodside Walled Garden 
01835 830315 emma@woodsidegarden.co.uk 

For more information on the moths contact Charlotte Cavey-Wilcox charliecheese@hotmail.co.uk 

  _____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Aberdeenshire Events 2019 

Please check the Butterfly Conservation website for updates (additional events may be added):    
http://butterfly-conservation.org/244/events.html 
 

MARVELLOUS MOTHS & POWERFUL POLLINATORS 

Saturday 11th May 10.30am (for moth trap opening) & drop-in until 4.00pm  

As part of the Cairngorms Nature BIG Weekend, local ranger services and wildlife experts will offer a day of 
activities for families and nature lovers around Braemar, including this event: Discover the amazing variety of 
our pollinating insects – how you tell your bumblebee from your hoverfly and what we can do to help these 
tireless workers. In the morning we will open live traps set last night to see what moths have been caught. 
Throughout the day there will be a stand where you can make bug homes, find out about planting for  
pollinators, and more! Under 16’s must be accompanied. Event organised with Aberdeenshire Council  
Ranger Service. Booking not required, donations welcome. 

MEET: Cairngorms Nature Big Weekend hub at Braemar Highland Games Park, Broombank Terrace, 

Braemar AB35 5YX 

CONTACT: Visit http://www.cairngormsnaturebigweekend.com/ or phone Aberdeenshire Council 
Marr Area Ranger on 01467 538171 
 
 

ON THE WING WITH BUTTERFLIES 

Saturday 11th May 2.30pm – 4.30pm 

As part of the Cairngorms Nature BIG Weekend, local ranger services and wildlife experts will offer a day of 
activities for families and nature lovers around Braemar, including this event: Join Aberdeenshire Ranger  
Helen Rowe and field ecologist Petra Vergunst for a fun-packed family event in which we live and think like 
butterflies and explore the woods and heaths of Morrone Birkwood as if we are our fluttering friends! Under 
16’s must be accompanied. Bring outdoor clothing suited to weather & stout footwear. Includes walk of up to 
approx.1.5km/1 mile on gravel tracks & paths with some gentle inclines & uneven ground. Free transport  
provided from meeting point at hub to duck-pond car park. Event organised with Aberdeenshire Council 
Ranger Service. Booking essential (see below or sign up at CNBW hub at Braemar Highland Games Park on 
day of event), donations welcome. 

MEET: Cairngorms Nature Big Weekend hub at Braemar Highland Games Park, Broombank Terrace, 
Braemar AB35 5YX (Alternative parking at duck pond car park, top of Chapel Brae, Braemar, AB35 
5YT – please say if you plan to make your own way here instead of minibus transport from games 

park) 

CONTACT: Book via http://www.cairngormsnaturebigweekend.com/ or phone Aberdeenshire Council 
Marr Area Ranger on 01467 538171 
 
 

WINGED & WATERY WONDERS 

Saturday 15th June 10.00am – 12noon 

Meet some wee woodland beasties, including live moths caught the night before and discover who is lurking 
in the pond at Burnett Park! Under 16’s must be accompanied. Bring outdoor clothing suited to weather + 
stout footwear. Event organised with Aberdeenshire Council Ranger Service. Booking essential, donations 
welcome. 

MEET: tennis court car park, Burnett Park, Banchory, AB31 4AE 

CONTACT: Book via https://www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/leisure-sport-and-culture/ranger-service/
events/ or phone Aberdeenshire Council Marr Area Ranger on 01467 538171  
 

 

 

http://butterfly-conservation.org/244/events.html
http://www.cairngormsnaturebigweekend.com/
http://www.cairngormsnaturebigweekend.com/
https://www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/leisure-sport-and-culture/ranger-service/events/
https://www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/leisure-sport-and-culture/ranger-service/events/
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MOTHS & BATS AT LEITH HALL 

Friday 26th July 8.30pm - late 

Join us to learn more about the fascinating world of moths and help set up light and sugar traps (that don’t 
harm moths) to attract these night-flying creatures. While the moths gather, we will go on a bat walk around 
the hall using bat detectors to see what is out and about and learn more about bats and their nocturnal  
lifestyles. Then we will go back to see if we have caught any moths. Under 16’s must be accompanied. Bring 
warm clothing, stout footwear, sunglasses/wide-brimmed hat (to shield eyes from bright moth trap light), 
midge repellent & torch. Event organised with National Trust for Scotland and Aberdeenshire Council Ranger 
Services. Booking essential – please mention any special requirements; cost £5.00 per person (+ parking 
charge for non-NTS members). 

MEET: Leith Hall car park, Kennethmont AB54 4NQ 

CONTACT: Book via http://www.nts.org.uk/ or for queries phone National Trust for Scotland Rangers 
on 01330 844810 
 
 

MOTHS & MORE AT DUTHIE PARK ENVIRONMENT DAY 

Sunday 28th July 12.00noon - 4.00pm  

Come and visit the Butterfly Conservation stand at Duthie Park Environment Day. We will show live moths 
from overnight trapping plus have children's activities and free leaflets to take away.  

MEET: Our stand along with those of other organisations will be on the old bowling green in front of 

the Rangers Office, Duthie Park, Polmuir Road, Aberdeen AB11 7TH 

CONTACT: Aberdeen City Council Duthie Park Rangers at wintergardens@aberdeencity.gov.uk or 
01224 580165  
 

 

MARVELLOUS MOTHS 

Tuesday 30th July 10.00am – 12.30pm 

Discover the amazing diversity of moths and their roles in nature. We will unveil last night’s live moth trap 
catch, then search for day-flying moths and butterflies if time and weather allow. Find out how to take part in 
the Big Butterfly Count and attract pollinating insects in your own garden too. Under 18’s must be  
accompanied. Event organised with Aberdeenshire Council Ranger Service & Scottish Natural Heritage. 
Booking essential, donations welcome. 

MEET: Burn o’ Vat Visitor Centre, near Dinnet AB34 5NB 

CONTACT: Muir of Dinnet NNR Manager on 013398 81667 
 
 

NIGHT HUNTERS AND THEIR PREY 

Friday 2nd August 8.00pm – late 

Get up close and personal with bats and moths. Come and dispel all your fears of these intriguing animals. 
Under 16’s must be accompanied. Bring warm clothing, stout footwear, sunglasses/wide-brimmed hat (to 
shield eyes from bright moth trap light), midge repellent & torch. Event organised with Aberdeenshire Council 
& Balmoral Estate Ranger Services for Ballater Victoria Week: http://www.ballatervictoriaweek.co.uk/  
Booking essential, donations welcome. 

MEET: car park by Visitor Information Centre, Crathie AB35 5UL 

CONTACT: Balmoral Estate Rangers on 013397 55059 

 
 
 

 

http://www.nts.org.uk/
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A WILD NIGHT OUT AT SEATON PARK 

Saturday 28th September 6.30pm – 11.00pm 

On the weekend of national Moth Night 2019, enter the mysterious world of night creatures! This will include 
setting up sugar and light traps to attract moths – which we will release unharmed after identification - and 
using detectors to pick up ultrasound of hunting bats. Ideal for adults & older children; under 16’s must be 
accompanied. Bring warm clothing, stout footwear, sunglasses/wide-brimmed hat (to shield eyes from bright 
moth trap light), midge repellent & torch. Event organised with Aberdeen City Council & Aberdeenshire 
Council Ranger Services. Booking essential, donations welcome. 

MEET: Seaton Park car park, Don Street, Aberdeen AB24 1XS  

CONTACT: Book via http://acccountrysideranger.eventbrite.com or phone Aberdeen City Council 
Rangers on 01224 326429 
 
 

MOTH NIGHT AT ST. CYRUS 

Saturday 28th September 6.30pm - late 

St. Cyrus National Nature Reserve is home to a huge variety of butterflies and moths, but many people miss 
the moths that fly at night. On the weekend of national Moth Night 2019, join local experts to discover the 
amazing diversity of moths and listen out for night hunters including owls and bats with a bat detector! Event 
organised with Scottish Natural Heritage. Suitable for age 5+; under 18's must be accompanied. Booking  
essential, donations welcome. 

MEET: St. Cyrus NNR Visitor Centre, The Old Lifeboat Station, St. Cyrus DD10 0AQ 

CONTACT: St. Cyrus NNR Manager on 01674 830736 

 

Lothian Events 2019 

Sunday, 16 May  A trip to Glencorse Reservoir to see if our management of a site for Green Hairstreaks has 
been successful. Meet at the car park at the visitor centre at Flotterstone (NT230633) at 10.30am.  
Contact: Richard Buckland:  Tel: 07711453605   Email: r.buckland@blueyonder.co.uk 
 
Sun. 7 July  To Toxside moss, nr Gladhouse Reservoir to see Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary and possibly 
early Dark Green Fritillary and Large Heath. From Penicuik take the B6372 for about 4 miles to the  
crossroads at Mount Lothian farm and take a right along to Cockmuir farm. Meet at the end of the track 
through the site at Cockmuir, at 10.30. Contact: RB (as above).  
 
Sun. 14 July  To Limerigg in West Lothian to see Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary. Meet at the end of the track 
off the village green (NS857888) at 10.30. Limerigg is on the B825 from Avonbridge. Contact: RB (as above). 
 
Sun. 21 July  To Bothwell Water in deepest East Lothian to see Northern Brown Argus.  Meet at the car park 
at Whiteadder Reservoir (NT667632) at 10.30. Contact: RB, as above. 

For all outings please bring waterproof clothing, sturdy footwear and a packed lunch if you intend 

staying for the afternoon.  
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