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 Chairman’s Message 

Welcome to our latest Lancashire Newsletter. 

Despite the ‘monsoon’ experienced this winter butterfly and moth enthusi-

asts are always optimistic. Long wet winters can be a real problem for some 

species but with better weather just around the corner.........! 

As usual you will find a variety of articles within this issue but i would like to 

draw your attention to some. Our annual Members Day this year is at the 

wonderful Ainsdale Sand Dunes NNR. Full details are given later but the 

programme includes the opening of over night moth traps for examination 

and photography, a guided walk around the reserve, a demonstration of 

how to use pheromone lures to attract rare Red Clearwing Moths, a talk on 

natural history photography and opportunity to meet committee members 

and ask questions/make suggestions on what we do. 

Our 2016 fieldtrips are also listed in this issue. These are increasingly popu-

lar with attendance boosted by visitors from across the UK. If you have any 

questions about these please contact the walk leader listed. Those in late 

July and early August will be part of B C’s ‘Big Butterfly Count’. This has 

been a huge success with 10,000’s of new records of sightings nationwide. 

We will give out ID/Recording sheets on the day or you may wish to down-

load yours from the national web site nearer the time. 

Our membership secretary, Alex Parsons, has been looking at how we can  

better communicate with our members. We receive e-mails and telephone 

calls from members but although most have e-mail we plan to switch to an 

improved ‘dotmailer’ system.  This is safer and more secure and will allow 

us to keep you better updated with what is happening. [We will remind you 

to come to Ainsdale!] Further details are given later.  

Also regarding communication our friend Mark Eastlick, who designed our 

new self enter sightings facility, has been looking to make our Twitter ac-

count more user friendly and active. This is very much ‘in your hands’ as we 
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DOTMAILER 

Effective communication with our members is vitally important to us.  

In the 21st century secure email systems can provide the solution in a 

way that is safe, efficient, cost effective and not intrusive to members 

by overburdening their inboxes. 

Dotmailer is a system used by Butterfly Conservation Head Office.  It 

is fully compliant with all data protection regulations and safety 

measures as well as fulfilling all our requirements as mentioned 

above.  Head Office have supplied us with a branch template and 

oversee and validate all outgoing emails for compliance.  It has an 

inbuilt ‘unsubscribe’ option choose not to be contacted in this way.  

This system has now been made available to all branches, an offer we 

have accepted. 

As Chris Winnick states in the Chairman’s introduction to this news-

letter, the system will be used sparingly and we will never share your 

email address or any personal details with third parties. 

I feel confident Dotmailer will be a very useful means of improving 

communication with Lancashire Branch members. 

Tom Dunbar 
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Winter and other events like Members days. 

[10] If you have any expertise in a wide range of activities from education to 
marketing/fundraising to health & safety to IT to photography............please 
contact your local branch as they may need your help. 

[11] Write an article for your branch newsletter. 

[12] Create a wildlife area or garden on your land.....or [with permission!] on 
someone else’s land. [BC has a new booklet on butterfly gardening and 
there are tips on the national web site.] Do not forget caterpillar food plants 
as well as nectar sources for adults. 

[13] Introduce children to the beauty of butterflies through art and craft 
work, photography, education and the keeping of caterpillars.....to see their 
metamorphosis. I suggest Peacocks or Small Tortoiseshell......and under 
adult supervision not least because nettles sting!]  ‘starter kits’ can be 
bought to help. 

[14] Go on a Field Studies Council course on butterflies and/or moths [aslk 
them to send you their latest brochure]........or there are other centres that 
offer similar courses like at the  Kingcombe Centre in Dorset. If feeling ex-
travagant you could even book a specialist holiday abroad with eg Nature-
Trek or Green Wings. 

[15] Many local natural history museums will have collections of preserved 
butterflies/moths from late Victorian times.....if they are not all on show ask 
if you can have an appointment to see their collections they keep ‘in re-
serve’. 

THIS IS THE END OF PART ONE 1.......LOOK OUT FOR AN EQUALLY LENGHTHY 
LIST NEXT TIME! 

Best wishes,  Chris Winnick 
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will rely on you to put messages and photographs of what you have seen 

and is of interest to you and the membership. Please  continue to use our 

sightings page and send records to Laura Sivell as before....but ‘tweet’ all 

those other matters that keep us up to date with what is happening in Lan-

cashire. 

You will also find a report from our BC regional officer, David Wainwright, 

on what has been taking place in our area......especially regarding funding 

for BC project and contract work for conservation. As the Morecambe Bay 

area is important for rare species a very significant amount of money and 

time has been invested in this area to help secure their future. We very 

much appreciate all that is done by BC staff and in particular by David Wain-

wright and Martin Wain. 

Finally if you have not yet heard Martin Warren is standing down as BC chief 

executive In November 2016. It is too soon for us to pay final tribute for the 

incredible 23 years service he has given [13 as CE] but i know that many will 

personally wish to thank Martin and wish him well for the future. Interviews 

for the new CE will take place in June/July ready for the Autumn ‘hand 

over’. 

We look forward to seeing you at our Spring/Summer events. 

Best wishes, Chris Winnick and Malcolm Plant [acting joint chair.]  

Leaving a gift to Butterfly Conservation in your Will is one of the most effec-
tive ways to help ensure butterflies and moths thrive in years to come.  Leg-
acies represent a significant portion of voluntary income – over a third - and 
so make a crucial contribution to conservation work. To find out more about 
leaving a legacy to Butterfly Conservation and sharing your love of butter-
flies with future generations please contact Helen Corrigan 01273 453313 or 
hcorrigan@butterfly-conservation.org 
 
Thank you 

mailto:hcorrigan@butterfly-conservation.org
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 Butterflies of the Fylde ('This article first appeared in the Fylde 

Bird Club's newsletter March 2015 issue') 
Barry Dyson 

 “Is there anything more uplifting than being landed on by a butterfly while 

relaxing in the garden on a warm summer’s day”   This was the experience 

in 1971 that triggered my interest in butterflies. A Small Tortoiseshell de-

scended on to my arm and immediately started to recoil and uncoil its pro-

boscis. I was hooked. 

Butterfly recording in the Fylde lags a long way behind bird recording so 

our knowledge is largely confined to records submitted to Laura Sivell, the 

butterfly recorder for Lancashire.  

For distribution and population data for the period 2007-2011 I can do no 

better than refer you to the British Butterfly Conservation Society’s website 

where records for Lancashire from 2007-2011 (which will soon be updated) 

are held at tetrad level. From there you will be able to see from the maps, 

records received for the Fylde.  

To get there:  

Google ‘British Butterfly Conservation Society’ 

Left click on ‘In your area’ 

Left click on ‘Lancashire branch’ 

On right hand side of page left click on ‘Branch website’ 

On left hand side of page left click on eighth heading ‘Distribution 

maps’ 

Left click on first ‘HERE’ to take you to the maps 

Left click on required species 

To add to our knowledge I would urge you to send in your records by going 

to stage 5 above and click on the seventh heading ‘New reports’ and com-

plete accordingly. 

Annual Butterfly and Moth recording reports are also available to read. Re-

turn to stage 5 above and click on the fourteenth heading ‘Annual Reports’ 

where you will find the last seven annual reports for the years 2008-2014. 

Updated distribution and population maps are included for selected spe-

cies. The 2015 annual report is now be available. 
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‘GETTING MORE’ OUT OF YOUR INTEREST IN BUTTERFLIES & MOTHS 

The following is a very personal, wide-ranging and incomplete list of ideas 
that may help further your interest in lepidoptera and the countryside. They 
are in no particular order and some will have little appeal or relevance to 
you. However if some do appeal then i shall be delighted! 

[1] For an extra £6.00 join an additional BC branch.....many branches have 
brilliant newsletters and annual reports. 

[2] Study all the various sections of the BC national web site and sign up to 
receive the e-newsletter.  

[3]Look at the web sites of all 30 branches!.....they are a wealth of infor-
mation and if you are planning a UK holiday to eg Devon look at their 
sightings page to see where to go and what to look out for! Many also list 
field trips to attend, reserves and recent newsletters. Some even produce 
their own book/booklet on the butterflies and walks of their area.  

[4] Look at Peter Eeles amazing web site and forum ‘UK Butterflies’. Apart 
from articles  and the latest news it has superb pictures to help with identifi-
cation. There is also a great ‘app’ to help with butterfly identification. 

[5] Many branches have facebook and twitter accounts.....join in! 

[6] Get a moth trap.....they are great. First find someone who has one and 
ask their advice.......warning you could get hooked!  The branch has traps 
available to loan to members. 

[7] Read some good books. You cannot beat Thomas and Lewington on ‘The 
Butterflies of Britain & Ireland’, Waring & Townsend on ‘Moths’, Newland & 
Still on ‘Britain’s Butterflies’ [as a field guide] and Newland, Still & Swash 
‘Britain’s Day Flying Moths’ [field guide].  

[8] Keep an annual diary of what you see......you could even attempt what 
Patrick Barkham did.....and try to see all UK species [in a year!] Alternatively 
keep a video or picture diary. If less ambitious.....why not try to record all 
species in your branch?......or for moths keep a record year on year....you 
may find species new to your county? [do not forget to send in your 
sightings to your branch sightings facility and to your county recorder.] 

[9] Find out what events are going on locally.....your BC branch will have 
field trips in the Spring/Summer to suit all, work parties in the Autumn/
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gets for England. This particular pot of money is disbursed to organ-

isations who can deliver advice on management practice that best 

delivers benefits to target species and habitats while managing land 

in a way that is economically sustainable – a challenging task under 

current financial constraints. The aim is to ensure land managers 

work together and, where possible, submit complementary grant 

bids, either to manage woodlands or the farmed landscape so that 

the landscape as a whole is managed in a manner appropriate to 

the habitats and species being targeted. The bidding process to ob-

tain this fund was a competitive one and was dependent upon BC 

staff being able to demonstrate relevant expertise in habitat man-

agement and grant applications and required us to sign up a worth-

while number of landowners to the project whose holdings exceed-

ed 2000 hectares when combined. The fund is administered by 

Martin Wain who disseminates advice to his landowners via a se-

ries of site visits, training days and practical demonstrations. The 

current round of funding lasts for five years and we are currently 

within the first year of that timeframe. More information on the 

Facilitation Fund is available at: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guide-to-countryside-

stewardship-facilitation-fund/guide-to-countryside-stewardship-

facilitation-fund 

 

Help needed with: 

Work parties at Myers Allotment 

Habitat condition assessments at Warton Crag 

Monitoring of species across wide landscape areas. 
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There are currently 35 species regularly seen in Lancashire and 27 can be 

seen in the Fylde, although migrants Painted Lady and Clouded Yellow do 

not occur every year. The vagrant Dark Green Fritillary is even less reliable 

with occasional records no doubt emanating from either Silverdale or Ains-

dale/Formby. Interestingly it used to occur on the Lytham/St Annes sandhills 

until 1912 when no doubt reclamation for house building sealed the butter-

fly’s fate.  

When I first became interested in butterflies in1971 at least eight species 

present today were not around then. Five have since colonised the Fylde. In 

no particular order they are the Comma, Orange Tip, Speckled Wood, Small 

Skipper and Holly Blue. With regard to the Purple Hairstreak and White-letter 

Hairstreak it is difficult to say whether they were around at that time and had 

gone unnoticed owing to their preference to spend most of their lives 

perched on the tree canopy. This leaves the Brimstone which is irregular in 

its appearances and I do not know of any guaranteed site where you can go 

and see this wonderful butterfly. Maybe someone does? 

Species distribution relies heavily on suitable habitats and available larval 

food plants. Another consideration for seeing butterflies is to know when 

they will be on the wing. Some species like the Gatekeeper, Green Hair-

streak, Large Heath and the Skippers are single brooded while others such 

as the Common Blue, Holly Blue and the Small Heath are double brooded. 

The Wall Brown, Small Copper and the Whites can all be triple brooded if 

conditions are right.  

If you would like to read comprehensive accounts of all our butterflies I 

would refer you to the second edition of ‘The Butterflies of Britain and Ire-

land’ superbly illustrated by Ian Lewington and wonderfully written by Jeremy 

Thomas. If I were to recommend just one butterfly book this would be the 

one. However it is not a pocket guide. For this you may well prefer the 

‘Pocket guide to the Butterflies of Great Britain and Ireland’ illustrated and 

written by Ian Lewington.  

A resume of Fylde butterflies follows: (Tetrad references refer to period 

2007-11) 

 

The Large Skipper is on the wing in June/July and is fairly widespread in 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guide-to-countryside-stewardship-facilitation-fund/guide-to-countryside-stewardship-facilitation-fund
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guide-to-countryside-stewardship-facilitation-fund/guide-to-countryside-stewardship-facilitation-fund
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guide-to-countryside-stewardship-facilitation-fund/guide-to-countryside-stewardship-facilitation-fund
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the Fylde having been recorded 

from 44 tetrads. It prefers rank 

grassland, fields and meadows, 

and along hedgerows and road 

verges. It is a feisty butterfly al-

ways engaging with rivals that 

trespass on their territories. Regu-

lar sites are the northwest edge of 

Fleetwood Golf course perimeter, 

Fleetwood disused railway line, 

Starr Hills, Preesall, Carleton, Stalmine and Winmarleigh Mosses.  

The Small Skipper is more a July/August flier favouring the same habitat as 

its larger cousin. It has been recorded from 22 tetrads and although a fairly 

recent coloniser, late 1990’s, it is undoubtedly under recorded. Regular sites 

include Marton Mere/Herons Reach complex, Starr Hills, Hambleton fisher-

ies and Pilling Lane Ends. 

The Clouded Yellow is more a late summer visitor and is absent more than 

present in most years. As far as I know none were seen from the Fylde last 

year but there were records from nearby Brockholes Quarry and Middleton 

Nature Reserve near Heysham. They are likely to turn up anywhere but 

coastal records usually predominate. 

The Brimstone caterpillar needs Buckthorn species to feed on, a seemingly 

rare plant in the Fylde. I can only recall seeing two Brimstones over the 

years, my first being at Fleetwood Marsh Nature Park on the 16/7/2006 and 

the other at Fluke Hall on the 16/10/2009. It is a nomadic species, likely to 

turn up anywhere. For instance there were no records in 2010 but there 

were four in 2011 with one apparently reaching double figures in the Lytham 

Hall tetrad. Just rejoice when you see one and remember to report it.  

The Large White, Small White and Green-veined White can be seen be-

tween April and October and all appear in excess of 60 tetrads. The Large 

and Small Whites are famous for visiting allotments and are referred to as 

Cabbage Whites while the Green-veined White prefers damp places such as 

boggy meadows, marshland, ditches and hedgerows where the caterpillar 

feeds on Ladies Smock, Cresses, Rape and Garlic Mustard. The crucifers at 

Rossall Point can be a good place to see all three species where on the 

20/7/2009 I counted 521 Large White chrysalises attached to the sea wall. 
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Update to the Branches within the North England Region 

One of the most frequent (and, it has to be said, most deserved) criticisms I 

receive is that communication with the Branches is not as good as it might 

be. Although articles and reports are produced and circulated, these are 

often completed on a timescale requested by funders and BC staff rather 

than by the Branches. Which is, I acknowledge freely, both poor practice and 

unfair. Accordingly, I have decided to circulate periodic updates on work 

undertaken by myself and colleagues within our region so that everyone is 

aware of what has taken place, and where, as well as outlining the various 

projects in which we are engaged. Hopefully there will be bits that can be 

cut and pasted into various newsletters (feel free to include the entire docu-

ment if you wish) or that can be added to the excellent Branch websites. At 

the foot of each section I have included various ways in which members can 

lend a hand with the work of the Regional Office. Give me a ring on 01388 

488428 or email dwainwright@butterfly-conservation.org if there’s anything 

you could devote time to. 

Lancashire Branch: 

Management and monitoring of key fritillary sites: 

A considerable amount of work is undertaken in what, in terms of rare spe-

cies, is probably the most important landscape covered by the Northern 

England Region: the Morecambe Bay Limestones. The work dovetails with 

that undertaken in the Cumbrian part of the landscape and includes: 

Managing BC’s only reserve that supports a population of the High 

Brown Fritillary 

Collating and analysing transect data from monitored sites Morecambe Bay 
sites. High Brown Fritillary netting licences for transect walkers are obtained 
from Natural England and distributed by staff to ensure correct classification 

of High Brown and Dark Green Fritillaries, which can be a challenge. 

Facilitation Fund. This funding stream derives from Natural England, the 

statutory government body tasked with delivering biodiversity tar-

mailto:dwainwright@butterfly-conservation.org


22 

point that “British researchers, like Brits in every other sphere, [have] too 
insular a focus”) .  

The book gives us insight into aspects in the lives of lepidopterists which 
may not be obvious to the uninitiated. As well as being told about butter-
flies and moths, we are taken to the street violence of urban New York by 
Pedro Barbosa, then to bribery, corruption and political unrest in Latin 
America by Arthur Shapiro; we muse on the morals of Singer who, at age 62 
and married, waxes romantic under the moonlight with his 26-year-old as-
sistant Alina Cepeda; perhaps we giggle with Felix Sperling’s 5-year-old son 
when instead of the puma his father was fearing  “a tall suntanned woman 
with long blonde hair emerged from the trees, wearing nothing but san-
dals”; we are however a little appalled when Ivone R. Diniz relates how Vitor 
O. Becker, “a great lepidopterist and a very dear friend”, when his wife acci-
dentally dropped some papers containing rare moths while she was occu-
pied with nursing their baby, became very agitated and exclaimed “You 
could have let the baby fall, because we could easily make another of those, 
but I may never see these species of moths again!”.    

The message does come through in the book that Americans are very much 
pro-“collecting”, and any impression which we might have obtained from 
recent reading of the Marren and Oates books that the practice of killing 
and collecting “specimens” had become outdated turns out to be a rather 
blinkered and perhaps insular view. We can however obtain solace in Roger 
Dennis’s remark “I would retort that I like my animals alive”. On the other 
hand, another message which repeatedly appears in the different writers’ 
stories is that all-too-familiar one which none of us can dispute and which 
concerns all naturalists, whatever their approach to their subject – that of 
habitat destruction. 

This is a book which can arouse an array of emotions – fascination, admira-
tion, annoyance, revulsion, amusement, irritation, frustration … reading the 
book is an adventure in itself. Having weighed the pros and cons I would 
recommend trying it. 

PETER B. HARDY 
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The Orange Tip is found in 58 tetrads with SD43 having a full house. Is this 

down to you (Malcolm Evans) as I have noticed a recurring theme with re-

gard to coverage from this 10km square.  So anyone wanting to see this but-

terfly between April and June would be well advised to visit east Fylde and 

specifically SD43. Catforth and Woodplumpton areas are good bets, as are 

Churchtown and St Michael’s in the adjacent SD44 hectad. Country lane 

verges, margins of fields surrounded by hedges and marshy meadows are 

favoured habitats. The larva feed on Ladies Smock and Garlic mustard. 

In the Fylde the Green Hairstreak can only be found on the eastern side of 

Winmarleigh Moss. They appear to be just hanging on in there. I saw two 

there on the 19/5/2013 and 11 on the 17/5/04. Presumably it feeds on Bilber-

ry there. It is on the wing from Mid April to early July so visits at other times 

to mine may well be rewarded. If anyone is keen to see this species then I 

can recommend Docker Moor (SD574757) in the north of the county where 

Mike Sutcliffe and I counted 463 there on the 4/5/2011 and 651 on the 

7/5/2003. Look around the many gorse bushes which they seem to favour at 

this site. 

The Purple Hairstreak is on the wing from July to early September and is 

only known from 2 sites in the Fylde. They are Hackensall woods and one 

was found on the banks of the River Wyre at Little Singleton on the 4/8/11. 

Well established oak trees on which the caterpillars feed on the oak buds, 

line the embankment there. There must be other sites waiting to be discov-

ered as the Fylde is not short of oak trees. Discrete colonies can be confined 

to just one tree. It can however be a frustrating butterfly to find as they are 

hard to see from the ground, for most of their time is spent basking on 

leaves in the canopy.  

The White-Letter Hairstreak is an elm tree dweller that is equally as difficult 

to observe, although it can be seen at times coming down from the canopy 

to nectar on brambles. I know it from Lytham crematorium, Devonshire Road 

rock gardens, Stanley Park and Singleton although the distribution map 

shows two other sites that I am not familiar with. As elm is the sole food 

plant it suffered greatly in the 70’s and 80’s from the spread of Dutch elm 

disease but appears to be hanging on in the Fylde. It’s very likely that like 

the previous species, other sites for this delightful butterfly are waiting to be 

discovered. It should be looked for from the beginning of July to the middle 

of August. 
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Found in 40 tetrads the Small Copper is frequently triple brooded and can 

be found from late April to the end of October. This gem of a butterfly can be 

seen in small numbers wherever its food plants sorrel and dock are present. 

It can be found regularly at Rossall Point and nearby Fleetwood dunes 

where I saw 17 on the 20/8/2012. I have a record of between 15 and 20 at 

Rossall Point on the 24/8 1979. Look for them at these two sites nectaring on 

Ragwort, Tansy and Sea Holly. They can also be found in small numbers at 

Starr Hills, Fluke Hall, Fairhaven and St Michael’s on Wyre. I once saw 14 

nectaring on Sea aster and Sea lavender on the salt marsh east of Shard 

bridge. 

The Common Blue is seen in 44 tet-

rads and is only one of 2 ‘blues’ to be 

found in the Fylde, the other being the 

Holly Blue. It can be found flying low 

over the ground wherever Bird’s foot 

trefoil, its usual food plant, can be 

found growing. A good place to see this 

double brooded species in late May/

June and again in August is Fleetwood 

Marsh Nature Park where I have seen in excess of 200 in each of the last 4 

years. Other good sites are Starr Hills, Fleetwood dunes, Pilling Lane Ends, 

Fairhaven dunes, Hambleton fisheries, Windy harbour and Stanah. 

The Holly Blue in my experience is rarely seen in any numbers, indeed one 

or two is usual. It is highly mobile and unlike the Common Blue is hardly, if 

ever, found flying at ground level. It is double brooded laying its eggs on Hol-

ly in the spring and Ivy in the autumn. Although only recorded from 29 tet-

rads it is likely to turn up anywhere where its foodplants are found. I have 

seen it in my back garden in Poulton and places such as Devonshire road 

rock gardens where it appears to be regular, Lytham Hall, Little Singleton, 

Cockerham, Stanley Park, Hackensall woods, Stanah and so on. 

The Red Admiral is one of those butterflies that most people know, although 

it is frequently mistaken for the Small Tortoiseshell and vice versa. It is wide-

spread in the Fylde and can be found in every month in the year. It peaks in 

autumn when it can be seen in good numbers nectaring on buddleia, and 

later on Ivy blossom. On the 6/9/2003 while out with Bob Danson I counted 

153 at Newars Wood, Pilling, sucking sap from a mature willow tree, a truly 
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BOOK REVIEW – The Lives of Lepidopterists, Lee A. Dyer and Matthew L. 
Forister (eds.), Springer Publishing. xix + 273 pp. ISBN 9783319204567. 
Hardback  £16.99 or E-book £12.99. 
Of the two editors, Forister has a BA in “English writing” (according to the 
Preface) and Dyer has a BA in “English” (lower–case “e”) (according to the 
Introduction). It does not need one to read much further to conclude that 
it would be truer to state that both of them have BAs in AMERICAN – their 
writing is riddled with American spellings and idiom, as indeed is the book 
as a whole. A further irritation which I quickly found was the excessive 
number of words which are split and hyphenated at the end of a line, 
often in totally inappropriate places, as after the second letter: on the 
very first line of the Introduction we have “no-ticed”, and two pages later, 
after we have endured “Mu‑seum”, a few lines later we scream with hor-
ror at “Su-zanne”.  

The book is printed on acid-free matt paper and is lavishly illustrated with 
colour photographs interspersed with the text, not as plates and thus not 
on coated paper; this perhaps is not the ideal method. The photographic 
quality is in some instances rather poor, though on the whole the repro-
duction is passable; the illustrations are meant to tell a story rather than 
show artistic excellence. 

On our side of the Atlantic, we have recently seen well-known writers, 
such as Peter Marren and Matthew Oates, produce highly readable auto-
biographical works describing their lives with butterflies, and including a 
great deal of information about other lepidopterists, past and present. In 
a way Dyer & Forister’s book is in this genre, but it differs in so far as it is a 
compilation of twenty short autobiographical sketches, each by a different 
invited contributor writing in his or her own style and looking at his/her 
life and achievements from an individual perspective. 

The editors are based at the University of Nevada at Reno. It is unsurpris-
ing, therefore, that of the twenty contributors, seventeen are from North 
or South America. Of the remaining three, one (Michael C. Singer), alt-
hough British, has worked mainly in America and again writes in an Ameri-
can style. There is one Finn, Ilkka Hanski of Checkerspot fame, and finally 
there is one undoubtedly British – Roger L.H. Dennis, a well-known lover 
of Islands, who writes on “Butterflies on a Dragon’s Head; Butterflies in a 
Dragon’s Head”, giving us some English relief (even though he makes the 



20 

larger moths will be published in 2018 and this is the last year for collection 

of records. We need some more dots for Cumbria. 

I can recommend “A field Guide to Day flying Moths” by David Newland. 

Brian Hancock 

 

 

Small Yellow Underwing. 19mm wing span.  Watchtree reserve. Liz Still 

 

Marsh Pug.  19mm wing span. Watchtree reserve. Liz Still 

 

9 

unforgettable sight. In autumn during suitable weather conditions they can be 

seen coming in off the sea at Rossall Point and Pilling Lane Ends and no 

doubt at all points in between, migrating southwards. 

The Painted Lady is another migrant, but some years is absent from the 

Fylde. Who though could forget the year 2009 when it was estimated 11 mil-

lion entered the UK in spring and 26 million departed in the autumn. I and 

many other enthusiasts undertook the 2 hour Painted Lady coordinated na-

tional count from my home where I recorded 209 mainly heading north. I vis-

ited Fleetwood Nature Park the following day and counted 249 there with no 

doubt 171 of their progeny counted there later in the year on the 6/8/2009. 

But even that number was eclipsed when on the 23/6/1996 I along with Bob 

Danson counted no less than 546 in a 20 acre field at Pasture House farm 

laying eggs on creeping thistles. Recent science from traditional monitoring 

by butterfly enthusiasts and new radar techniques has revealed that unlike 

the Red Admiral this species is a high altitude migrant which is why migration 

southwards largely goes undetected.  

The Small Tortoiseshell has been recorded from approximately 90% of all 

the Fylde tetrads and since 2010 seems to be making a gradual comeback to 

its former numbers. I counted 52 on my buddleia on the 22/8/1997. It is vivid 

orange-red, with yellow and black splodges on the forewing and may be seen 

anywhere but especially where there are common nettles, the food plant of 

the caterpillar. It basks and feeds on a wide variety of plants and anyone with 

a buddleia in their garden must surely have seen one. It is one of three Fylde 

butterflies that regularly hibernate in the winter months, the other two being 

the Comma and Peacock. Red Admirals and Brimstones also hibernate but 

early year records for these species are uncommon and could have arrived 

from elsewhere and in the case of the Red Admiral be an early migrant. 

The spectacular Peacock is now 

well established in the Fylde but 

only found in SD33 back in the 

1970’s. Like the previous species it 

too feeds on common nettle and 

hibernates in the winter months. It is 

a strong flier turning up in most hab-

itats and like the Small Tortoise-

shell, Red Admiral and Painted La-
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dy can be found in good numbers on buddleia. I saw 48 in a nettle infested 

field at Mythop on 7/8/2006 and outside the Fylde I frequently come across it 

when walking the Bowland fells in the summertime. 

The Comma a fairly recent colonist is seen in 44 tetrads and usually best 

looked for in woods, mature gardens, country lanes and tall hedges. It is 

never seen in great numbers borne out by the fact that in the last 6 years 15 

was the highest count submitted to the Lancashire recorder. From what I 

remember I have found it at Fluke Hall, Pilling Lane Ends, Hackensall 

woods, Singleton, Little Singleton, Lytham Hall and undoubtedly in ones and 

twos on my travels in the Fylde at many other locations, not forgetting on 

buddleia in my back garden. Like the previous two species it lays its eggs on 

common nettles and hibernates over the winter months. 

The Dark Green Fritillary is a vagrant to the Fylde with only singles ever 

seen in either July or August. The last three records I know of are one prob-

able seen in Great Eccleston by Jack Benson in 2008, one at Pilling Moss 

on the 8/7/2009 seen by Anne Smith/Mike Broomfield nectaring on thistle, 

and one at Lytham Hall on the 7/8/2013 seen by Maurice Jones. 

The Speckled Wood arrived in the Fylde in the early 1990’s and is now 

widespread and probably present in every wood, where it prefers shady con-

ditions where dappled light is the order of the day. It likes basking on leaves 

with wings wide open, alighting only when disturbed by passing males or to 

pursue females. Woodland glades and pathways within woodland are pre-

ferred habitats as are shaded country lanes. Try the footpaths that go round 

Bispham marsh and Devonshire road rock gardens. The caterpillar feeds on 

grasses such as Yorkshire Fog and Cocksfoot and the butterfly can be seen 

from April to late October or even later in some years. Wanderers can be 

seen in gardens and brighten up anyone’s day.  

The Wall Brown is no longer seen in any great numbers in the Fylde, being 

present in only 28 tetrads. I remember once in the 1970’s counting over 150 

on the disused railway track at Preesall. If you see double figures nowadays, 

it is a Red-letter day. My last decent count was 20 at Fleetwood Marsh Na-

ture Park on the 25/5/2009 but I haven’t seen any there in the last 4 years. 

Last year it was present in small numbers at Pilling Lane Ends amenity area 

and I also saw one at Stanley farm, south of St Michaels. It is another butter-

fly that feeds on grasses and can be seen from early May to late October. It 
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The Small Yellow Underwing is at its northern limits in Cumbria. Like the 

Marsh Pug the few scattered records are mostly pre 1970, ranging from 

Beetham and Hutton Roof in the south, Sandscale Haws and Whitehaven in 

the west, and Brampton and Geltsdale in the north east.  Just south of the 

border it is regular in the meadow at the south end of Gait Barrows. For 

Cumbria I have recently found it twice at Halecat meadows and one was 

found by Steve Garland at Brown Robin Grange-Over-Sands on 2.6.15.  Liz 

Still has five records for Watchtree in 2014 and 15. These are first VC 70 

records for 50 years and one of the most northerly records for the UK. 

Sharing the same habitat and food plant, it is typical that both species can 

be found at the same site. In Lancashire for example, since 2000 the Small 

Yellow Underwing has been recorded at 19 sites and the Marsh Pug at 11, 

seven of which are in common. 

Their flight periods are similar. Small Yellow Underwing is on the wing from 

second week of May just into June, whilst the Marsh Pug flies just a little 

later from mid-May to mid-June.  Two of Liz Still’s records are in August, 

something not mentioned in the books, but there are three recent August 

records from Lancashire suggesting it may have recently become double-

brooded. 

Half the battle is being aware that these two species are probably much 

more widespread than we think; the other half is to have sharp eyes and be 

on the lookout where Mouse-ear is abundant. Be aware that the day flying 

micros of the  Pyraustra species ( esp. aurata and purpuralis) can be 

confused with the Small Yellow Underwing and both are out in spring and 

early autumn. You may need a good view at rest or preferably a netted 

specimen. 

Seek out any patches of wasteland, disused railway lines, re-capped rubbish 

tips or flower rich meadows near you home and give them a thorough 

search. Be patient, these two can turn up at sites you think you know well. 

Try sweeping and searching on dull days, and there is always a chance of 

spotting one at rest. You may be pleasantly surprised. The Atlas of UK’s 
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Two widespread but elusive day flying moths in Cumbria (and 

Lancashire). 

Butterfly enthusiasts are increasingly recognising and recording day flying 

moths. There is a very pretty little pair that almost certainly pass under 

people’s radar. 

Small Yellow Underwing and Marsh Pug share the same habitat, food plant 

and flight season and are active on sunny days. Both feed on Mouse ear 

( Cerastrum sp.) Common Mouse-ear is frequent on unimproved grassland 

and waste places. Marsh Pug has been infrequently recorded from 

Cumbria. For the last centuary records in the north from Castle Carrock  

( 1920’s) Ennerdale (1973) Langwathby ( 3.5.92,) Mike Clementson and in 

the south from Ulverston disused railway line, Rusland Valley and Beetham 

all in the 1970’s.  These older records suggest it is widespread but since the 

1992 record there are none until recently.  I have found the moth at two 

sites in Lancashire.  In 2011 I visited the Watchtree nature reserve, a 

disused airfield west of Carlisle with Liz Still the Cumbria Moth Recorder. I 

thought the site looked good for Marsh Pug. She was familiar with the site 

and had never seen it, but in the next two years recorded it while doing 

butterfly transects and having got her eye in, found it twice in her own 

garden near Bowness on Solway. I am pretty sure I had a brief view of one 

at the Small Blue site nr Workington in 2012 but not well enough for a 

positive record.  With sharp eyes it is possible to spot them at rest 

especially on dull days but once disturbed I find them almost impossible to 

find again. A useful tip is to gently sweep with a net as you walk though 

likely sites with abundant  Mouse-ear. I picked up a Marsh Pug at Heysham 

nature reserve in North Lancashire when I never saw one in the field and 

did the same for a Small Yellow Underwing at Halecat meadows nr 

Witherslack last year.  

The Marsh Pug’s distribution extends well in Scotland and must surely be 

waiting rediscovery in other sites in Cumbria. 
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can easily be mistaken from a distance for a fritillary by people new to butter-

fly watching. Rough grassland, brownfield sites and country lanes are likely 

areas to find them. In the past I have seen them  at Marton Mere, Rossall 

Point, Fleetwood sand dunes, Fleetwood disused railway line, Fluke Hall, 

Stanah, Singleton and Churchtown. 

The Grayling only occurs in three tetrads and can be found on the sand 

dunes at Starr Hills and Lytham St Annes. Like most butterflies its numbers 

fluctuate from year to year and I have counted in excess of 200 at Starr Hills. 

The best place to see them is at the foot and slopes of the landward side of 

the dunes. They are often disturbed from their resting positions on the sand 

before quickly landing again in another sun-spot. This large butterfly also 

seems to appear from nowhere ambush style and see off anything that isn’t 

a female Grayling. Their flight is so different, the way they move sideways as 

well as forwards, bobbing about in leaps and bounds and capable of great 

acceleration when required. When flying their wings are held in a ‘V’ shape 

and often they will leap, then glide for short distances.  When on the ground 

they regulate their body temperature by leaning at varying angles to the sun, 

sometimes practically lying on their sides. With their marbled dull ‘plumage’ 

they camouflage well while at rest, but their jerky walking movement can be-

tray their presence. They are on the wing in July through to September and 

are a fascinating butterfly to observe whilst whiling away a sunny afternoon. 

Strays are not unknown and I have seen singles at Rossall Point on the 

31/7/1980 and again on the 9/8/1983. 

The Gatekeeper is present in 51 tetrads but in the early 1970’s was only 

found at an isolated colony near Peel, before spreading to the Lytham St 

Annes Nature Reserve at Starr Hills. It was not until 1994 that I found anoth-

er colony at Todderstaffe Hall although I had heard of other sightings in the 

Kirkham, Warton, and Lytham St Annes areas. Since then it has become 

well established and can usually be found on the wing from late June to early 

September. Look for it in grassy places and hedgerows where its other name 

the Hedge Brown is probably more apt. More than 300 were recorded from 

Starr Hills on the 28/7/2013 and Great Plumpton railway sidings had 64 there 

on the 20/7/2004. 

The Meadow Brown is present in 63 tetrads. It seems to prefer rank grass-

land where the grass is left to grow tall and can be found in large numbers 
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on favoured sites. I have counted 

Meadow Browns at Fleetwood Marsh 

Nature Park for the last 7 years where 

they have been on the wing from as 

early as the 21/6 and as late as the 

26/9. My largest count was the year 

beforelast  when there were 474 on 

the 10/7/2014. It is probably the com-

monest butterfly to be seen in the 

countryside with small colonies being 

found wherever suitable grassland occurs. You really can’t miss seeing one. 

The Small Heath is a scarce butterfly in the Fylde only recorded from 7 tet-

rads. It can be seen between May to October in most years. This is another 

species I have monitored over the last 7 years at Fleetwood Marsh Nature 

Park and is probably the best site in the Fylde to see it. However the best 

areas where they occur are subject to restricted access. My highest count 

was 89 on the 3/6/2011and my lowest was zero for the second brood in 2012 

having seen 36 there on the 4/6. This however is not altogether unusual as 

this butterfly often hibernates as a caterpillar, and 2012 being such a dread-

ful summer probably decided to do so en masse. I have seen it near to 

where I live on a railway embankment and must remember to check this year 

if it is still there. I have also seen it at Starr Hills, Fairhaven dunes, Fleetwood 

disused railway line, and at the back of the old ICI works north of Stanah. It 

used to be at Marton Mere and Rossall School fields but there are no recent 

records from there that I am aware of.  

The Large Heath shares Winmarleigh Moss SSSI with the Green Hairstreak 

as the only site to see these two species in the Fylde. It can be seen on sun-

ny days from mid June to the end of July. Efforts are being made by the Lan-

cashire Wildlife Trust (LWT) to encourage it to cross over Crawleys Dyke 

and colonise Cockerham Moss. It is an important Lancashire site as it is only 

present at one other site in Lancashire, that at Goodber Common. Having 

said that I understand it was re-introduced to Heysham Moss last year under 

a project involving the LWT, Chester Zoo and the Lancashire Environmental 

Fund using females from the donor site at Winmarleigh. It is hoped to re-

establish a sustainable population there. In the past I have seen in excess of 

60 at Winmarleigh and 33 were  seen there on the 20/6/2012. 
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Butterflies of Brigsteer and Flash Bank Woods 

A “Big Butterfly Count” event, Wednesday 27 July 10:00-13:00 with Cum-

bria VC branch. 

Target species include Silver-washed and Dark Green Fritillaries, and Com-

mon Blue.  Directions: Meet at parking area at SE tip of Brigsteer Park 

Wood. Grid ref SD488876 

Leader and Contact: Chris Winnick 01539 728254 

 
Butterfly Walk, Saturday 30 July 

place and details from Tom Dunbar nearer the time 

Joint with Cumbria BC Branch 

Leader and Contact Tom Dunbar  07740 930035 

 

Butterflies of Gait Barrows , Wednesday 24th August 10.00 – 14.00 

Joint with BC Lancashire Branch. A chance to see late summer butterflies in 

one of Britain’s most important areas of limestone landscape, including a 

hunt for Brown Hairstreak – this species was seen there in 2015; is it still 

there? 

Directions: Meet at car park at Grid ref: SD479774  

Leaders & Contacts: Chris Winnick 01539 728254 and Tom Dunbar 07740 

930035 

 

The Urban Butterflies of Lancaster 

Sept or Oct - details to follow.  Contact Tom Dunbar on 07740 930035. 

 

Not:For additional guided walks, all Lancashire members are invited to look 

at the details on the Cumbria BC website http://www.cumbria-

butterflies.org.uk/ 

 

Also, branch members are invited to attend the Gait Barrows Orchid Day on 

Sunday 29th May when the Lady’s Slipper Orchid should be on view.  Please 

contact Rob Petley-Jones at Natural England for confirmation details. 
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LANCASHIRE BUTTERFLY CONSERVATION 

BRANCH MEMBERS DAY 
Venue: Ainsdale Sand Dunes National Nature Reserve 

Saturday 9TH JULY from 10.30- 15.30 

Location: Half way between Ainsdale and Formby. Entrance off 

Coastal Road, near Woodvale. On seaward side of railway. Parking on 

site. 

Meet at the NNR Centre Offices, PR8 3QW.   Grid reference SD301111 

PROGRAMME. 

 

 

 

10.00-10.30    AGM 
10.30-11.15    Open Moth trap/opportunity for photography....with 

Ron Moyes 
1.15-11.30    Coffee break/more photography 

11.30-12.30     Presentation and tips on natural history photography 
by Trevor Davenport 
12.30-13.00      Lunch 

13.00-15.30      Guide walk around parts of the Butterfly Transect and 
a Demonstration of how to use Pheromone Lures....hopefully to 

attract Red-tipped Clearwing and other species.....with Ron Moyes 
and Richard Walker. 

Note: If wet weather, part of the outdoor programme will be moved indoors 
and will be subject to change. 

All members of Lancashire BC and their guests are welcome to attend 
 [There is no charge for this event] 

For further information contact Chris Winnick on chriswinnick@tiscali.co.uk 
or ring 01539 728254 

13 

Other butterflies that have occurred in the Fylde, some of 

dubious origin.  

The Dingy Skipper is accepted to have occurred from an old railway cutting 

near Weeton/Great Plumpton where K Bevan recorded it during the 1960’s. 

In the 1900’s the Marbled White was apparently seen out towards Great 

Marton where ‘a whole fleet of them were seen loitering lovingly amid the 

various blooms’. I have to say it would be difficult to misidentify this species. 

The Bloxworth Blue now known as the Short-tailed Blue, a vagrant, was 

taken at Blackpool in 1890. 

The Monarch was seen by Arthur Watson at St Annes in 1968, although it 

was unfortunately run over by a bus soon after successfully completing its 

hazardous transatlantic crossing. This species is infrequently seen on our 

shores in autumn but in exceptional years as many as thirty sightings have 

been recorded. Another one was seen at Fleetwood docks on the 3/5/1999! 

A Swallowtail was seen and photographed by Iain Barker at Fairhaven in 

October 2013. Bizarre as it was well outside its flight times and geographical 

range.  

Turning to which species might next colonise the Fylde, the outstanding can-

didate must be the Ringlet where one has been recorded from Preston in 

tetrad SD53F. This tetrad has the A6 running through it, so it is possible that 

it may already have occurred if we follow the Fylde Bird Club boundaries. 

Other nearby records for this species are Heysham and tetrads SD62C,I,N 

which have Hoghton Towers and Witton Country Park within them. Keep a 

lookout for them in east Fylde as they are surely heading our way. 

Well that’s it. I hope you now know a little more about the Fylde’s butterflies, 

although it’s fair to say it is biased towards the places I visit. I hope you will 

also be encouraged to use the Lancashire branch website to send in your 

records. Alternatively send them by no later than January in the following 

year to laura.sivell@mypostoffice.co.uk or by post to Laura Sivell, 22 Beau-

mont Place, Lancaster LA1 2EY 

REFERENCES 

British Butterfly Conservation Society, Lancashire branch website 

D and J Steeden :  the Fylde Naturalist No.3 

mailto:chriswinnick@tiscali.co.uk
mailto:laura.sivell@mypostoffice.co.uk


14 

Field Trips 2016 

Butterflies of Warton Crag Friday 13th May 13:00 - 16:00 

Target species Pearl-bordered Fritillary, Green Hairstreak, Small Heath and 

other spring butterflies.  Directions:  meet at the OLD SCHOOL BREWERY by 

using the adjacent old quarry car park.  Note - the Brewery will be open ear-

ly so we can sample their beer and sausage rolls after the event.  Leader: 

Martin Wain, for further details contact him on 0777 3431420. 

 

Butterflies of Warton Crag,  Tuesday 31 May 10:00-14:00 

Joint  with Butterfly Conservation Cumbria Branch 

Target species: Pearl-bordered and Small Pearl-bordered Fritillaries and 

other spring species Small Heath, Dingy Skipper, Green Hairstreak 

Directions: Meet at Warton Quarry car park, Grid ref SD491723 

Leader and Contact:  Chris Winnick 01539 728254 

 

Mountain Ringlets at Irton Fell,  Sunday 5 June  10:45-15:00 

Joint with Cumbria Wildlife Trust 

A gentle climb to see Mountain Ringlets at their lowest altitude site in Lake-

land, with a possible extension after lunch to Eskmeals Dunes. In the event 

of bad or doubtful weather please contact walk leader before setting out. 

Directions: Meet at car park at NY121012 on Eskdale Green to Santon 

Bridge road.     Leader and Contact:  Chris Winnick 01539 728254 

 

Mountain Ringlets at Irton Fell,  Sunday 5 June  10:45-15:00 

Joint with Cumbria Wildlife Trust 

A gentle climb to see Mountain Ringlets at their lowest altitude site in Lake-

land, with a possible extension after lunch to Eskmeals Dunes. In the event 

of bad or doubtful weather please contact walk leader before setting out. 
Directions: Meet at car park at NY121012 on Eskdale Green to Santon 

Bridge road.     Leader and Contact:  Chris Winnick 01539 728254 
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Large Heath and Coastal Butterflies at Heysham Moss Nature Reserve 

(LWT) Wednesday 15th June 10:00 - 12:30* 

Joint with Arnside Natural History Society. 

Park on Meldon Road, Heysham at SD423603 for short walk over rail bridge 

to the site.  We will be shown round by warden Steve Ryder from LWT.  If 

the weather looks good please bring a packed lunch as we have the option 

of *visiting other local sites after lunch!  Leader contact Chris Winnick on 

01539 728254. 

The ground can be damp/wet at Heysham Moss.  Waterproof footwear is 

advised. 

 

Butterflies of Holme Park Quarry (off the Kendal to Burton-in-Kendal road) 

Thursday 7th July 10:00 - 14:00.  Take the main quarry entrance at 

SD530794 off the A6070 and park on the right at reception (beware lorry 

traffic).  We await permission for a guided walk on the ‘quarry island’ but 

even if that is not possible we will walk around the perimeter overlooking 

the quarry where we should see High Brown and Dark Green Fritillaries and 

other summer species.  Possibly the best site in NW England for High 

Brown!  For further details contact Martin Wain on 0777 343142.  We will 

update on the website once we have heard about access to ‘quarry island’. 

 

Lancashire Butterfly Conservation Members Day and Open Day at Ainsdale 

Sand Dunes National Nature Reserve 

Saturday 9th July 10:00 - 16:00 .  Full details over page. 

 

Butterflies of Yealand and Myers Allotments 

Saturday 16th July.  Meet at Yealand Allotment at the layby at the T junction 

in Yealand Storrs SD 493762 for 10:30 - 12:30.  Lunch will be at Leighton 

Moss RSPB.  We will reconvene at Myers Allotment 14:00 - 16:00 - a 5 mi-

nute walk from Leighton Moss.  Target species include White-letter Hair-

streak and Purple Hairstreak at Myers.  Further details contact Dave Wrigley 

on 01524 782962. 


