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2018 was a year of huge successes for the ATMB project. We delivered 62 events inspiring 
more than 1,500 people with the threatened butterflies and moths of Dartmoor, Exmoor, and 
Bodmin Moor. We provided advice and support to landowners covering 156 sites and we were 
joined by an incredible network of hard working volunteers who helped us deliver 21 work 
parties improving habitat condition for all six of our target species in areas where it is most 
needed. 

  
April 2019 marks the beginning of our third and final year of the project. We have some really 
exciting plans and this seasons newsletter is packed full of events and opportunities for all to 
learn more about the moors and their fabulous fritillary butterflies. 

   

More good news for Marsh Fritillary 
 

 

 

As briefly mentioned in our previous newsletter one 

of the highlights of the project so far has been the 

number of new discoveries on Bodmin Moor. 

Since the project began in 2017, discoveries have 

resulted in a doubling of the number of known 

Marsh Fritillary colonies on Bodmin Moor. 

Volunteers have played a big part in this result, 

tirelessly searching marshes for signs of this rare 

butterfly. One dedicated volunteer, Alan Stapleton, 

has made it his mission to monitor some of the 

larval webs over the winter with fascinating results. 

Not only has Alan managed to record the larvae’s 

behaviour in every month of the year he has now 

discovered them on the moor beside his home, 

where the project has been undertaking habitat 

work to restore the grassland in the hope that 

Marsh Fritillary would return. This is a fantastic 

result, thanks to all of the volunteers, commoners, 

and landowners involved. 

 See our Species Summary Report to find out how well other species fared last year. 
 

Winter Works 
 

It has been another busy winter for the projects demonstration sites, with lots of work being 
done to improve the habitat for the species found there. On Exmoor woodland edge work took 
place on both the Holnicote Estate and in the Heddon Valley to improve conditions for the 
Heath Fritillary and High Brown Fritillary. On Dartmoor blocks of scrub were thinned out at 
Castle Drogo to improve conditions for the Pearl-bordered Fritillary, and on Bodmin Moor, a 
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large amount of scrub was removed at De Lank Quarry and South Penquite Farm to create 
new habitat for the Pearl-bordered and Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary. We look forward to 
seeing the results of this management in the near future. 

 

 

 

Moor Butterfly Champions 
 

This year we need your help, more than ever, to ensure our target species have the best 

chance of survival in the future. We have many volunteer opportunities and roles available. If 

you are interested in finding out about any of the following please contact Megan 

on mlowe@butterfly-conservation.org / 07827 460767. 

 Butterfly surveyors – join our team of surveyors and help with our single species 

timed counts. This involves one or two visits per year to a site(s) mutually agreed by 

you, us, and the landowner. We have vacant sites across all three moors. No previous 

experience is necessary but attending one of our survey workshops (listed below) is 

strongly advised. 

 Survey Coordinators – we are looking for volunteers on each of the three moors who 

can help collate records from surveyors in to a spreadsheet and submit them to the 

relevant county recorder at the end of the season. Training and support will be 

provided. 

 Event volunteers – if you are passionate about butterflies and moths and would like to 

share it with others then Megan, our community engagement officer, would love to 

hear from you. 

 Casual recorders – if you regularly go walking on the moors please consider 

recording the butterflies you see. Smartphone users can download the on-the-go 

recording app iRecord Butterflies. We are particularly interested to hear about your 

sightings of Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary on Exmoor or Bodmin Moor. Please send 
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these records to Simon (sphelps@butterfly-conservation.org) with details of how many 

you saw in how many minutes, when, and where. If you are unsure of species then a 

photograph can be useful for later identification. 

 
   

All the Moor Butterflies Events Programme 2019 
 

We have an exciting programme of events lined up across all three moors this spring and 

summer; more than we could fit in one newsletter! For more news of events please visit 

our webpage. 

Unless specified please contact Megan for more information or to book your place on 

any of the following events: mlowe@butterfly-conservation.org / 07827 460767. 
 

Dartmoor 
 

 

 

 

 

Pearl- and Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary Workshop - Tuesday 

30th April 10.30am – 3pm 

East Dartmoor National Nature Reserve, TQ13 9LJ 

Learn all you need to know to assist in the annual monitoring of 

these threatened butterfly species. We will spend the morning in 

the classroom looking at ID and survey methods, before heading 

out to practice our new skills. Places are limited, booking 

essential. 

 

Guided Walk at Hembury - Thursday 16th May 11am - 1pm 

Top car park Hembury Woods and Hillfort, SX723688 

Join Butterfly Conservation, Devon Greater Horseshow Bat Project, and the National Trust on 

a guided walk to see and learn about the wildlife of Hembury Woods including the rare Pearl-

bordered Fritillary. Booking is advised. 

Butterfly and Moth Survey Training Workshop -

Thursday 23rd May 10.30am – 3pm 

Meeting at Hound Tor car park, TQ13 9XG 

This workshop is suitable for anyone interested in 

assisting with the annual monitoring of threatened 

butterflies across Dartmoor. It will focus on the 

identification and monitoring techniques of three species; 

Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary, Marsh Fritillary, and 

Narrow-bordered Bee Hawk-moth. Places are limited, 
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booking essential. 
 

Butterfly Safari at Fingle Woods - Saturday 20th July 10.30am - 12.30pm 

Meet at Fingle Bridge 

Fun for all the family as you help Butterfly Conservation and the Fingle Rangers search for 

butterflies as part of the Big Butterfly Count and join in with fun butterfly themed crafts and 

games. Free, but booking is essential via the Woodland Trust website. 
 

Marsh Fritillary Larval Web Survey Training - Wednesday 31st July 10.30am - 3pm 

Widecombe-in-the-Moor, exact location to be confirmed. 

Help monitor Marsh Fritillary across Dartmoor this August. By counting caterpillar webs we can 

get a better idea of breeding success and population size. This workshop will cover all you 

need to know to be able to assist us with the surveys. No previous experience or commitment 

is necessary. Booking is essential. 
 

Exmoor 
 

 

 

 

Butterfly Survey Workshop – Tuesday 28th May 10am – 3pm 

Wimbleball Lake Activity Centre, TA22 9NU 

Free training course focused on butterfly identification and survey 

techniques. Learn all you need to know to help with the annual 

monitoring of butterflies including rare species such as the Small 

Pearl-bordered Fritillary. The day will consist of an indoor 

presentation, followed by a field visit to practice our new 

skills. Booking is essential. 

 

Heath Fritillary Guided Walk - Tuesday 4th June 11am - 1pm 

Horner National Trust Car Park, TA24 8TJ 

A guided walk to see and learn about Heath Fritillary with Butterfly Conservation and the 

National Trust. To book please see here. 
 

Bodmin Moor 
 

 

Butterfly Survey Workshop - Friday 10th May 11am - 3pm 

St Breward Village Hall, PL30 4PP 

Learn about the ecology, identification, and monitoring methods of two threatened butterfly 

species local to St Breward; Pearl-bordered and Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary. Booking is 

advised, but not essential. 
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Butterfly Festival - Saturday 11th May 10.30am - 4pm 

St Breward Village Hall and Yurtworks, PL30 4PP 

Celebrate the special butterflies and wildlife of Bodmin 

Moor at this free family friendly event. Activities will be 

running throughout the day including guided walks with 

butterfly experts, have-a-go crafts, live moths, tombola 

and much more. Refreshments will be available to 

purchase with Wildbake serving delicious wood fired 

pizzas and sweet treats from our pop-up cafe. 

 

 

 

Marsh Fritillary Search - Friday 7th June 10.30am - 3.30pm 

Bodmin Moor: meeting place will be confirmed on booking. 

Help us better understand the distribution of Marsh Fritillary on Bodmin Moor. We will be 

searching some beautiful spots for this unmistakeable butterfly and recording all that we find. 

No previous experience necessary and beginners are very welcome. Booking 

essentialthrough Jo Poland: jogreenp@gmail.com / 07800548832. 
 

Narrow-bordered Bee Hawk-moth Search Day - Thursday 27th June 10.30am - 3.30pm 

Bodmin Moor: meeting place will be confirmed on booking. 

We will be searching for the caterpillars of this threatened moth species. The Narrow-bordered 

Bee Hawk-moth was last seen on Bodmin Moor in 2008, despite seemingly good habitat 

remaining. No previous experience is necessary and beginners are very welcome. Booking 

essential through Jo Poland: jogreenp@gmail.com / 07800548832. 

   

If you'd like to find out more about any of the above events, volunteering, or 

opportunities for groups and schools please contact Megan Lowe (Community 

Engagement Officer): mlowe@butterfly-conservation.org / 07827 460767 

 

Thank you for your continued support of All the Moor Butterflies. We hope to see you at an 

event soon.  

 

With Best Wishes,  

Megan, Simon, and Jo 

 

Photos with thanks to Neil Hulme, Simon Phelps, and Megan Lowe. 
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