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LANCASHIRE BUTTERFLY CONSERVATION MEMBERS DAY 
2019 

Venue: RSPB LEIGHTON MOSS, STORRS LANE, 

SILVERDALE , LA5 0SW 

SUNDAY 14TH JULY   10.00 – 16:00 

 

PROGRAMME: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
NOTE:  
IF WET WEATHER PART OF THE OUTDOOR PROGRAMME WILL BE MOVED 
INDOOR AND WILL BE SUBJECT TO CHANGE. 

9:15-10.15  Meet/Coffee/ Register 

9:15-10:15  Open Moth Traps/ Photography 

10:15-11:00  
Talk on Summer Moths by Steve 
Benner 

11.00-11.15  Coffee Break.  

11.15-12.00  
Gardening for Butterflies by Chris 
Winnick 

12.00- 12:30  
Brief AGM followed by meet your 
Committee Q&A 

12:30-1:15  
LUNCH (Either bring your own lunch 
or use the excellent café) 

13.15-16:00  

Care share/meet at either Arnside 
Knot NT car park (or Raven’s Farm 
for White Scar) for guided walk 
(meet 1:40pm).  
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 Message from the Chair…. 

 

The last 12 months have been a period of flux for the Branch Committee. 
Our Chairman and Branch Organiser, Chris Winnick, stood down at our 
AGM last October, after over 4 years running the Branch. Chris remains as 
Chair of Cumbria Branch, his ‘home Branch’, and I am delighted to say 
that he has agreed to stay on as Branch Organiser for us. His input, 
energy, knowledge and enthusiasm are valued by the Committee and will 
continue to be a great support to me as I grow into the role of Chair. I 
would sincerely like to thank Chris from the Committee and all of the 
Branch for his time as Chair of Lancashire. I would also like to thank Tom 
Dunbar who has stood down from the Committee as Field-trip Organiser 
and Assistant Webmaster, having put together yet another 
comprehensive list of field-trips. 

Zoe Foster has taken over the role of Membership Secretary and we 
would like to welcome Danielle Rowlands to the Committee, who has 
taken the role of Secretary. We wish them well in their new roles. 

We are still looking for one or two more Committee members to join us in 
helping to run the Branch, either as a Committee member without a 
specific role, or better still, as Newsletter Editor or Moth Officer. If you 
think you may be interested, committee meetings are only held 3 to 4 
times a year, then please do contact myself or one of the other committee 
members to find out more. 

Spring now feels to be well and truly on the way, with more settled, 
brighter weather and regular sightings of butterflies being recorded on 
our ‘Sightings’ page which then appear in our Twitter feed. Only time will 
tell how our county’s butterflies coped with last year’s prolonged 
heatwave, there will no doubt be some ‘winners’ but I suspect that some 
may suffer further declines. Your reports of sightings are invaluable to 
monitoring each and every one of our 36 regular species of butterflies in 
Lancashire, Greater Manchester and Northern Merseyside, so please do 
check out our Sightings page on the Branch website and see if you can 
add to it with your sightings and be part of the ever-growing citizen 
science movement. 
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We have yet another full program of Field Trips for the coming year, 
covering a good part of the Branch, with the highlight of the program being 
our Member’s Day & AGM on Sunday 14th July, this year at RSPB Leighton 
Moss.  This is a day for you, starting with the opening of moth traps and an 
opportunity for some photography, some interesting talks, an opportunity 
to meet the Committee and, weather permitting, a guided walk to Arnside 
Knot or White Scar to see some of our speciality butterflies. Please see the 
listing of field trips that follow this letter and see if there are any events that 
you could come along to. We would love to see you, meet you and share 
the butterflies and moths with you. Also, if you have somewhere near to 
where you live that you believe would make a good butterfly walk to share 
with others, then please do get in touch!  

The Branch has just jointly hosted the Pathways to Butterfly Conservation in 
NW England Conference with Cumbria Branch and the University of 
Lancaster which was a sell-out success! Over 180 people came to hear 8 
speakers on a range of conservation topics and University of Lancaster 
students presenting summaries of their research findings carried out across 
Lancashire and Cumbria. You will find a report on the conference along with 
photographs later in the Newsletter. A massive thank you to all involved in 
the organization of this truly great event. 

This Newsletter is a vehicle to share things of interest with you, our 
membership, and as such we would love to be able to include what you are 
doing, whether that is monitoring butterflies and moths in your garden, 
local park or nature reserve, photography, drawing or painting or maybe 
even writing poetry based on butterflies, so please do share with us and 
your fellow members a little of what you are up to.  

As I move forward through my first year as Chair of Lancashire Branch, I am 
looking forward to meeting as many of you as possible at our field-trips and 
events and to hearing what you would like to get out of your membership 
so that we can make your membership of Butterfly Conservation as good as 
it can be. 

 

Jane Jones 
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2019 Field Trips Lancashire Branch  

Trough of Bowland to Langden Brook                           

Saturday 4th May 14.00-16.30 

(Joint event with Trough of Bowland AONB).  

Target: Emperor Moth, Green Hairstreak and other spring species 

Meet at: Car Park OS ref. SD633511; nearest postcode BB7 3BJ 

Registration is necessary by email to: Sandra.silk@lancashire.gov.uk               £3 charge on 
the day 

Butterflies of Warton Crag 

Wednesday 22nd May 10.00-14.00 

Meet at: OS ref. SD491724. Crag Road, Warton – Quarry Car Park 

Target: Pearl-bordered, possible Small Pearl-bordered,  

Dingy Skipper, Green Hairstreak 

Leader: Chris Winnick, Tel. 01539 728254 or email chriswinnick@tiscali.co.uk 

May journey to Gait Barrows in the PM if Duke of Burgundy is on the wing 

 

Photo: Adam Gor 

Photo: Andrew Cooper 

Butterflies of Heysham Moss 

Sunday 23rd June 10.00-13.00 

Alternative date if unsuitable weather: Wednesday 26th Jun 

Target: Large Heath butterfly and other species. 

Meet at: OS ref. SD422613; Postcode: Meldon Road LA3 2HJ 

Access to Heysham Moss is nearby. 

Leader: Dave Wrigley 

Registration is necessary by email at tomdunbar@sky.com to enable confirmation to you  

of finalised date. 

Photo: Iain Leach 

mailto:Sandra.silk@lancashire.gov.uk
mailto:chriswinnick@tiscali.co.uk
mailto:tomdunbar@sky.com
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Butterflies of Holme Stinted Pastures (SD544787) and Holme Park Fell 

(SD541796) 

Saturday 29th June 10:00-16:00 

Alternative date if unsuitable weather: Sunday 30th June 

Target: High Brown Fritillary, Dark Green Fritillary, 

Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary 

Meet: OS ref. SD545784 roadside 1km NW of Clawthorpe 
(postcode LA6 1NU approx.) 

Limited parking here but more nearby on roadside 

Leader: Dave Wrigley, Tom Dunbar 

Registration is necessary by email at tomdunbar@sky.com to enable confirmation to you 
of finalised date. 

Butterflies of Myers Allotment 

Saturday 6th July 13.00-16.00 

Lancashire BC Reserve OS ref SD474750 

Alternative date if unsuitable weather: Thursday 11th July 

Target: Small Pearl-bordered, Purple Hairstreak, Northern Brown 
Argus 

Meet at: on site entrance on The Row Silverdale 

Parking alternative: Leighton Moss Car Park a short walk away at postcode LA5 0SW 

Leader: Reserve Manager - Dave Wrigley 

Registration is necessary by email at tomdunbar@sky.com to enable confirmation to you 
of finalised date. 

Photo: Iain Leach 

Please Note 

All field trips are subject to the availability of a Trained First-Aider. 

mailto:tomdunbar@sky.com
mailto:tomdunbar@sky.com
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Butterflies of Rossendale and Rawtenstall 

Sunday 7th July 10.00-16.00 

Alternative date if weather is unsuitable: Sunday 14th July 

Target: White-letter Hairstreak and other summer species 

Meet at: Hugh Mill Business Park, Cowpe Road Waterfoot. OS     ref. SD834217. Postcode: 
BB4 7AW (Coal Merchant) off Bacup Rd. 

We will car share to several other sites 

Map details go to: https://www.google.co.uk/maps/@53.6919681,-2.2518633,18z 

Leader: Kevin Lister, John Hallsworth 

Contact Tom Dunbar 07740 93003 

Registration is necessary by email to tomdunbar@sky.com to enable confirmation to you 
of finalised date. 

Butterflies of White Scar and Farrer’s Allotment 

Monday 8th July 10.00-15.00 

Target: High Brown Fritillary, Dark Green Fritillary, 

Small Pearl-bordered, Grayling, Wall and other summer species 

Meet at: Raven’s Lodge Car Park OS ref SD461853 off the A590;  

Postcode LA8 8EU 

Leader: Chris Winnick, Tel. 01539 728254 or email chriswinnick@tiscali.co.uk 

Photo: Bob Eade 

Butterflies of Accrington 

Saturday 13th July 10.30-14.30 

Alternative date if weather is unsuitable: Saturday 20th July 

Target: White-letter Hairstreak, Purple Hairstreak, 

Small Copper and other summer species 

Meet: Milnshaw Park entrance, Lancaster Avenue, Accrington.  Postcode BB5 4BH approx. 
OS ref. SD754292    

Leaders: Gemma McMullan, Chris Atherton 

Registration is necessary by email to: webmaster@lancashire-butterflies.org.uk to enable 
confirmation to you of finalised date. 

Photo: Bob Eade 

https://dmtrk.net/DGT-63E0C-HGRROJ-3GBQQB-1/c.aspx
mailto:tomdunbar@sky.com
mailto:chriswinnick@tiscali.co.uk
mailto:webmaster@lancashire-butterflies.org.uk
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Members Day - Leighton Moss and Arnside Butterfly Walk 

Sunday 14th July - full members day programme including times and details are on Page 3 

Guided Arnside butterfly walk: 14.00. Park OS ref. SD449773 

Leader: Craig McCoy (National Trust) 

Butterflies of Ainsdale Sand Dunes 

Thursday 18th July 10.30-16.00 

Alternative date if weather is unsuitable: Thursday 25th July 

Target species: Dark Green Fritillary, Grayling 

Meet and park at: Ainsdale Sand Dunes NNR, 2 West End 
Lodge, Pinfold Lane, Ainsdale. Postcode PR8 3QW. OS Ref: 
SD301111 

Parking is allowed for events such as ours. ‘No Parking’ signage does not apply 

Leader: Chris Ambrose 

Registration is necessary by email to Jane Jones at jcjmail@aol.com to enable confirmation 
to you of finalised date and directions to the venue. 

Photo: Iain Leach 

Butterflies of Lytham St Anne’s Sand Dunes and 

Wildlife Trust Nature Reserve 

Sunday 21st July 10:00-14:00 

Alternative date if weather is unsuitable: Sunday 28th July 

Target: Grayling and other summer butterfly species. 

Meet at: Lancashire Wildlife Trust Hut, Clifton Drive North, Lytham St Anne’s, FY8 2RN 
(opposite Thursby Residential Home). Grid Ref. SD31030. 

Parking in local roads 

Leaders: Ashley Anderton 

Registration is necessary by email to tomdunbar@sky.com to enable confirmation to you 

of finalised date.  

Photo: Peter Withers 

mailto:jcjmail@aol.com
mailto:tomdunbar@sky.com
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20th Anniversary of National Moth Night Events 

Thursday 26th - Saturday 28th September 

Further details will be posted on our website closer to the time 

Visit to Butterfly and Moth Collections 

Liverpool World Museum 

Saturday 19th October 10:30 am—1:00pm 

A rare opportunity for a behind-the-scenes visit to 
the British insect collections at the museum which 
contain much contemporary material and are rich in biological data which supports and 
underpins contemporary wildlife conservation and biodiversity research. 

British Butterflies and moths are well represented, with ca. 50,000 specimens of British 
micro-Lepidoptera and ca. 120,000 British macro-Lepidoptera. 

Gary Hedges, Tanyptera Regional Entomologist, will lead the visit which will start with 
tea/coffee & biscuits in the Entomology Library where he will introduce you to the collec
tions and explain the Tanyptera Project. 

You will be shown drawers of different types of insects including the collection’s British 
and exotic butterflies and moths.  

Numbers are strictly limited to 20, so registration is essential via email to Jane Jones at 
jcjmail@aol.com  (or 01254-248832) with LWM Visit in the subject title. Once your place is 
confirmed, joining instructions will be forwarded. 

Outdoor Events - general advice and information:  

For all outdoor events participants should bring suitable outdoor clothing, waterproofs 
and boots or similar. Bring a packed lunch for whole day events, and sun cream and plenty 
of water in hot weather. General safety advice will be given before all our events, but we 
ask all who attend to take personal responsibility for their own safety and possessions, and 
to pay special regard to trip hazards and the likely presence of ticks. Before starting, please 
advise walk leader of any medical or other conditions which could lead to you being una
ble to complete the walk. If you require further information or wish to check whether an 
event has been postponed or cancelled due to poor weather, please contact the walk 
leader before setting out. 

https://dmtrk.net/DGT-63E0C-HGRROJ-3GBQQD-1/c.aspx
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Pathways to Butterfly Conservation in the North-West Conference 

Saturday 23rd March 2019 

 

 This was the title of our second one day conference held at Lancaster University on 

Saturday 23rd March 2019. As with our first conference held in March 2017 this is a joint 

venture between Lancashire and Cumbria BC and staff and students based in the Lancaster 

University Environment Centre. 

 We were delighted to welcome Dr. Jim Asher, 

the Chairman of Butterfly Conservation, to give the 

opening presentation on ‘Fifty Years of Butterfly 

Conservation’. Apart from giving an historical 

perspective Jim is superb at both data processing and 

photography: both skills that shone through his 

excellent talk.  

 BC’s Dr. Caroline Bulman continued this theme by looking in more detail at the 

crucial role of data collection and its many applications 

and to take us to a mid morning break ‘our own’ BC 

regional officer David Wainwright looked at how data 

showing habitat change from 2004 to 2016 on High 

Brown Fritillary sites in the Morecambe Bay area may 

be one of the key factors in explaining this butterflies 

continued decline. 

 After refreshments and time to look at the 

superb display from Lancashire BC and the other 

stands, leaflets and books etc,   we reconvened with a 

presentation from Stuart Colgate on how we can all 

supply Cumbria sightings data to the Cumbria             

Bio-diversity Centre [CBDC] at Tullie House in Carlisle. 

 

Matthew Oates and Dr Jim Asher 

Dr Caroline Bulman 
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 Dr. Rosa Menendez then introduced the first of 

seven outstanding student presentations that spanned 

both sides of the lunch break. We know the 180 

delegates present found these to be particularly 

informative, enjoyable and inspiring....because they told 

us in their evaluations!      

    Alex Blomfield 

updated us on her PhD studies looking at the behaviour 

of Pearl-bordered Fritillary, Lucy Gunson looked at the 

status of Scotch Argus at Arnside Knott and in particular 

at Smardale Gill and Adam McVeigh explained how 

Mountain Ringlet distribution in Cumbria relates to 

altitude, geology, climate and topography. To end the 

morning Dr. Andrew Wilby summarised the research 

undertaken by Jamal Kabir on the relationship between violet and fritillary distribution. 

 Afternoon 

started with 

presentations from 

Justine Patton on the 

relationship between 

moths and woodland, 

Abi Percival on the 

importance of ride 

management and Rosie Bailey on the requirements of the NB Argus.            

  Just as two years ago all student talks were of a very high standard; they provided 

ground-breaking research, were given with energy and confidence and were a credit to 

the students and staff of Lancaster University.  

 Steve Benner used outstanding slides and a wealth of information to encourage all 

to enter the addictive world of moth trapping. Bill Grayson used his vast experience to 

explain how conversation grazing is making a valuable contribution to healthy habitat 

management and Craig McCoy, National Trust head warden, looked at the opportunities 

to get involved with volunteer work on Arnside Knott and other NT sites. 

Dr Rosa Menedez and Dr Andy Wilby 

Lucy Gunson and Alex Blomfield 

Justine Patton and Adam Mcveigh Abi Percival and Rosie Bailey 
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 After break the final section saw Chris Winnick and Martin Wain give updates on 

BC’s Myers Allotment reserve and the Duke of Burgundy project respectively. Chris 

thanked reserve warden Dave Wrigley for his outstanding work at Myers and Martin 

introduced Rob Fitter and his two sons Tom [8] and Felix [6] who told us about their 

success in finding almost all Cumbrian species of butterfly during 2018......a delightful 

interlude. 

 After break the final section saw Chris Winnick 

and Martin Wain give updates on BC’s Myers 

Allotment reserve and the Duke of Burgundy project 

respectively. Chris thanked reserve warden Dave 

Wrigley for his outstanding work at Myers and Martin 

introduced Rob Fitter and his two sons Tom [8] and 

Felix [6] who told us about their success in finding 

almost all Cumbrian species of butterfly during 

2018......a delightful interlude. 

 To conclude the day a panel of speakers, 

augmented by well known author and TV presenter 

Matthew Oates, answered a variety of questions 

from the audience. Evaluation sheets from the day 

were overwhelmingly positive and can be summed 

up as ‘a packed programme that was lengthy and at 

times a little rushed but thoroughly enjoyable’ - with 

such encouragement we may just have to repeat 

this event in 2021!  

Finally we must thank Lancaster University, Butterfly Conservation, the organising team of 

Andrew Wilby, Rosa Menendez, Martin Wain, Alex Blomfield, Chris Winnick and Jane 

Jones, all the presenters and the many others who helped make this event possible.                       

Chris Winnick    

 

 

 

Over 180 people attended the 

conference 

Question and answer panel 
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WANTED 

Newsletter Editor, Moth Officer and 

Health & Safety Officer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

. 

Could you join our friendly and welcoming committee and help with 

any of the above roles along with helping to run the Branch? 

 

To find out more about what is involved please get in touch with our 
Chair, Jane Jones chairman@lancashire-butterflies.org.uk  
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2018 Annual Member’s Day & AGM 

Ainsdale NNR 

 

On Sunday 7th October 25 members and friends attended Ainsdale Sand Dunes 
National Nature Reserve for our re-arranged Annual Member’s Day & AGM. This 
sadly had to be re-arranged at short notice in July due to multiple reasons – there 
had been some Wildfires on the reserve and the fire risk was still at severe, it was 
the Southport Airshow on the same day 
(leading to concerns about traffic), and 
England were playing in the World Cup semi-
finals…… 

Ron Moyes had kindly set out several light 
traps the evening before, and despite the 
night being quite cool, there was a good 
catch of interesting moths for our members 
who attended to have a good look at and take 
some photos. Once the moths had been 
recorded, we were back inside for Chris 
Winnick’s presentation on Butterfly 
Conservation’s 50th Anniversary. Chris had brought along issues of the Newsletters 

going all the way back to the first one, a type-
written couple of pages, and then had examples 
of the evolution of BC’s Newsletters over the 
years. Fascinating and a great historical record! 

Following a quick “brew-up”, Phil Smith, author 
and local invertebrate expert, gave a slide 
presentation on “Invertebrates of the Sefton 
Coast”, highlighting local rarities and specialties, 
all supported by lovely photographs. Phil has 
been collecting invertebrate records on the 
Sefton Coast over many, many years and has 

seen the rise and fall of various populations, some due to climate change and some 
due to habitat change and loss. 

A brief AGM was held at which Chris Winnick resigned as Chair from the Branch, all 
other officers were re-elected, and the position of Chair would be discussed at the 
next committee meeting.  

A short lunch-break followed, before Phil Smith took us on a short, guided walk 
around the reserve with his sweep net in hand, looking to see what was about; the  
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Your Email Address 
 

Is your email up to date with Butterfly Conservation 

Butterfly Conservation Head Office maintains a secure database of 
members’ email addresses. This includes the email address you 

registered when you first joined BC.  

Please ensure yours is up to date to avoid missing out on important 
branch communications. 

Contact 01929 406015 Email: membership@butterfly-conservation.org 

to register any updates 

 

 

weather was kind to us, staying dry and relatively warm for an October afternoon. 
Chris Winnick then took a small group that remained on a short walk to the Dunes 
area of the reserve, to point out some places that are good potential sites to see 
some of it’s resident butterflies during the summer months. 

A small raffle was held which raised 
£35.72 towards Branch funds. 

 

We are indebted to all who contribut
ed in so many ways to make the day so 
enjoyable, with special thanks to Ron 
Moyes, Phil Smith and lastly to Ains
dale NNR for so generously hosting us 
again this year. Details of our 2019 
Members Day & AGM can be found on 
page 3 of this Newsletter. 

 

Please note: Minutes from  the Branch AGM held at the Members Day are availa

ble to view and download on our Branch webpage at https://butterfly-
conservation.org/in-your-area/lancashire-branch 

If you would like a copy posting out to you please contact our Chair, Jane Jones. 

mailto:membership@butterfly-conservation.org
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Where Have All The Fritillaries Gone? 

 

   Despite considerable effort and expense (not to mention blood, sweat and tears!) 

to save our rare fritillary butterflies 2018 was the worst year in living memory for 

High Brown, Pearl-bordered and Dark Green fritillaries. These species have had 

mixed fortunes and declines are not new but 2019 could be a ‘watershed’ year. 

   The most threatened (both nationally and in the Morecambe bay area) is the High 

Brown Fritillary. After an abundance decline of 80% since 1976 (most since 2012) this 

species is close to extinction in North Lancashire. For the first time none were 

recorded at Gait Barrow NNR or at Yealand Hall Allotment...two former 

strongholds....and there was only one confirmed sighting at Warton Crag. Even at 

Cumbria’s Arnside Knott there were few sightings in former ‘hotspots’. 

   HBF have not been seen at Myers Allotment, 

Eaves Wood or Beetham Fell for several years 

however we know that after hot weather adults 

can disperse and re-colonise. Let us hope that this 

happened in June 2018. But how have HBF ended 

up in this position? Research led by Sam Ellis and 

David Wainwright from BC has shown that with 

mild winters grass growth has become almost 

continuous and at the expense of less vigorous species 

including violet... the fritillaries food plant. They have shown that violet cover at key 

HBF sites declined by over 40% between 2008 and 2016 and that many previously 

suitable breeding areas simply do not now exist.  

      HBF caterpillars also need warmth from bracken litter to digest their food so a 

ground mosaic of violet, bracken and bare earth with bark, twigs and dead leaves is 

ideal but increasingly difficult to provide for these niche butterflies.  A further 

consequence of excessive growth is that vegetation becomes thicker, taller and more 

widespread giving a cooler, damper and less suitable ground level micro-climate; one 

where HBF cannot complete their life cycle. They also cannot adapt fast enough to 

such rapid change.                                                                                                                           

Photo Steve Doyle 
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    North of the Kent estuary the prospects of the HBF are a little less catastrophic but 

still serious.  Few were reported from Winster valley sites (including the hitherto 

reliable Barkbooth CWT reserve) and from Helsington Barrows to the west of Kendal. 

Reports from Hampsfell were a little more hopeful but the most resilient populations 

appear to be on Whitbarrow: even here numbers were at their lowest recorded 

level. Please look out for the UK’s rarest and most threatened species of 

butterfly.....if you see a HBF in 2019 it is important that you enter this on our 

Lancashire or Cumbria sightings page.....or contact me directly. 

  The Dark Green fritillary is much less threatened but also had a poor year on many 

sites; although numbers held up reasonably well 

on Whitbarrow, Hutton Roof and in some coastal 

locations. This species is equally stunning and a 

delight to see but can be confused with the ‘look

-a-like’ HBF (which has less green but diagnostic 

‘rusty rings’ on the underside hind wing.] It is 

also far less fussy over habitat and can thrive in 

violet-rich dune coastlines, limestone 

pavements, woodland clearings and open fell. This makes it more of a puzzle as to 

why after a run of good years the DGF should  have had a 40% decline in abundance 

since 2015. 

The nationally rare Pearl-bordered fritillary is also in serious decline with both 

abundance and distribution drastically reduced. 

To the west of the M6 the eleven colonies on 

Hutton Roof all disappeared between 1996 and 

2006 and recently the thriving meta-population 

on Warton Crag has given way to just one 

(thankfully large) remaining colony. With a 

closely grouped and well linked batch of colonies 

butterflies can fly from one to another to boost 

population and maintain genetic diversity....this 

is also a ‘safety value’ should any one breeding site 

fall out of condition. Since the decline of the coppiced woodland coup in the 1960’s 

and 1970’s more sites have fallen out of condition as these butterflies require even 

more of a sparse surface vegetation and warm surface micro-climate than the HBF. 

Photo Jane Jones 

Photo: Steve Doyle 

Pearl-bordered Fritillary 
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      Although the remaining colony on Warton Crag is strong and the habitat well 

managed the population last year was 30-40% down on 2017 and as with the HBF 

none were recorded on former strong holds at Gaitbarrow and Yealand Hall 

Allotment. To the north Whitbarrow still has several small populations but the 

challenge must be to not only manage habitat but to keep linkage between colonies: 

unlike the larger fritillaries they see trees and even scrub vegetation as a barrier to 

movement.  

Again please look out for these beautiful butterflies and record any sightings....they 

look very similar to the less threatened Small Pearl-

bordered fritillary but emerge up to 2-3 weeks 

earlier....sometimes as  soon as the second week of 

May. SPBF usually emerge in late  May at which 

point they look much more ‘orange’ than the by now 

faded and less vigorous PBF. If you see them with 

their wings shut please note that although both 

species have a ‘ring of pearls’ around their hind-

wings the PBF has fewer other pearl markings with 

one prominent pearl in the centre of the wing. 

Last year the weather was much more extreme than of recent years...we must all 

redouble our efforts to record and manage for these rare butterflies in the hope that 

they do not disappear from our countryside.                                                                          

Chris Winnick 

Photo Andrew Cooper 

Are you enthusiastic and have 3 or 4 spare Monday evenings a 
year? 

Could you help us on the Committee? 

We are looking for some new committee members to join us in running 
the Branch and working to protect our butterflies and moths. 

 

We are particularly looking for a Newsletter Editor for our 

twice-yearly publication. 
 

Please talk to one of our committee or email our Chair, Jane Jones 
chairman@lancashire-butterflies.org.uk 

Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary 
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Butterflies and Day-flying Moths of Lancashire 

Newly published by LCFS and edit

ed by Pete Marsh and Steve White  

(140 pages) 

The book is amply illustrated with 

full-colour photographs, distribu

tion maps and flight  periods . This 

will be an invaluable book if you 

want to know where and when to 

find a       particular butterfly or day

-flying moth around Lancashire. 

Pug Moths of North-west England  

Written by Brian Hancock (published by LCFS 120 pages) 

This invaluable guide to pug moths 

has made the identification of this   

difficult group of moths so much 

easier. The book is amply illustrat

ed with full-colour photographs, 

distribution maps and flight-times, 

along with the comparative fea

tures of    similar  species to allow 

for correct identification. 

By buying the books through your us, you will be supporting the branch 

with valuable funds for projects across Lancashire, Greater Manchester and 

Northern Merseyside. 

Each book is available to buy at £12.00 + £1.39 P&P by emailing Jane 

Jones at jcjmail@aol.com with Butterfly Book in the subject title. 

Books for Sale through Lancashire Branch 
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An Anniversary Look At The History of BC Through Its Magazine 

Part Two 1980-2000 

This sequel to the last newsletter’s opening ‘salvo’ is once again a personal and 

selective collection of features that have been chosen to illustrate BC’s 50 year 

history through its magazine.   

After 20 years of ‘BBCS NEWS’ we reach issue 40 dated Spring/Summer 1988. HO 

was still ‘Tudor House’, Quorn in Leicestershire, The President Sir. Peter Scott, 

Chairman CJ Tatham, Secretary I Harding, Vice-Chairman RC Goodden and 

Treasurer AW Bryant. This issue had 48 A5 black and white pages with gloss 

colour cover and articles on Reserves Policy, the Brown Argus, the Silver-studded 

Blue and the Butterflies of Northern Ireland. Twenty three regional branches 

were listed including ‘North Norfolk’ and ‘West Country’. John Tatham mentions 

“in view of the increasing work-load placed on voluntary officials, the Executive 

will look at the possibility of a paid secretariat.....if the society is to expand it is 

essential that it does not rely entirely upon voluntary assistance”. Total income 

for 1987 was £20,000 and expenditure just over £10,000: life membership had 

just increased from £50.00 to £80.00 and ordinary membership from £5.00 to 

£7.00....still seems a bargain!  

Issue 41 contained an invitation to the ‘21st Birthday and AGM’ featuring Caroline 

Steel, Jeremy Thomas and a certain ‘butterfly conservation consultant’ Martin 

Warren.  

By issue 50 BBCS was now ‘Butterfly Conservation’ and the spring 1992 issue 

contained 64 A5 pages (several in full colour) with an extra section on a children’s 

‘Chrysalis Club’, and articles on Stinging Nettles, 

the High Brown Fritillary, Cigarette Cards and 

How to Manage the Height of a Grass Sward. In 

issue 55 members were asked if they would be 

in favour of an ‘A4 magazine with more colour 

and a greater diversity of subjects’. The answer 

must have been ‘yes’ as soon after ‘Butterfly 

Conservation News’ was given a compete re-

vamp. My issue 58 is 40 A4 pages with 8 in 

colour and includes a review of the year by Nick Bowles, features on the 

Photo Bob Eade 

Checkered Skipper 
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Chequered Skipper by Gary Roberts and the HBF by Nick Baker and sections on ‘Branch 

Round Up’ and ‘Reader’s Letters’. There was also a ‘Reminders and Notices’ two page 

spread with an invitation to members to ‘send in announcements of up to 60 words free of 

charge’ ......at the editors discretion! It was also the first News to list Lancashire as a BC 

branch with Laura Sivell as contact. 

Martin Warren was now appointed as BC’s first full time paid Conservation Officer and in 

January 1996 welcomed Nigel Bourne as ‘Action Plan Officer’. This issue also featured 

articles on ‘Where to watch Swallowtails in Norfolk’, ‘Butterflies for the New Millennium’, 

‘the Garden Butterfly Survey’ and  the ‘Strange Attraction of the Camberwell Beauty’. By 

issue 67 inserts had become popular...my winter 1998 copy contained a ‘Chrysalis Club’ 

newsletter, an 8 page booklet of winter work parties, an invitation to attend a FSC course, a 

BC sales order form and a Garden Butterfly Survey form. No. 68 saw a tribute to retiring 

Editor of BC News Patrick Roper and Harold Hughes wrote a tribute following the death of 

much admired painter and president Gordon Benningfield in issue 69. Colour was now 

appearing on 24 out of 40 pages. 

Issue 70 welcomed David Attenborough as BC’s new President and Stephen Jeffcoat as 

Chairman. In the following issue Stephen paid the following 

tribute......”In eight years under Harold’s chairmanship BC has 

grown to become the largest invertebrate conservation 

organisation in the world, membership has doubled, we have 

an office at Dedham, 31 Branches with all the country now 

covered, a conservation office in Dorset that has grown from 

nothing to 10 staff, regional offices in Scotland and Wales and 

60 reserves owned, leased or managed by BC”....what a 

wonderful tribute to Harold and to Butterfly Conservation.  

In the autumn 1999 annual review, aspirations for the year 

included “the re-location and merger of the current office, a 

membership drive, establishment of regional staff, re-

introductions, translocations and implementation of Regional 

Action Plans and campaigning to increase BC’s influence over the way in which the wider 

country-side is managed.”                                                       

As this review takes us into the year 2000 this seems like a good place to pause before the 

final part of this article (2000-18) in the next branch news.   

Chris Winnick.                                                                                                                                                                                                               
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Dear Members,  

I am delighted to be working in Morecambe Bay as the Regional Officer for Butterfly Conser

vation. The Morecambe Bay area is a huge geographical area including the Cumbria fells up 

to Windermere, and a chunk of Lancashire north from Lancaster.  

At Butterfly Conservation we tend to work with funded Projects, these pays our wages and 

pay for habitat management. Last year saw the end of a three year project, funded by WREN 

and part of the Landfill Tax scheme. This gave us the funding to undertake some targeted 

woodland management for the rare and threatened butterflies and moths in the More

cambe Bay area. We were able to create sunny rides and glades to benefit butterflies like the 

High Brown Fritillary, Pearl-bordered Fritillary and Duke of Burgundy.  

In 2019 I will be funded by two projects, the ongoing Facilitation Fund, funded through Natu

ral England, which aims to bring landowners together for the benefit of biodiversity, and 

encourage them into Countryside Stewardship. And the Walney Extension Fund, which will 

pay for a Butterfly and Moth Community Woodland Project, with events and management at 

targeted sites.  

The Facilitation Fund has been running for three years and it enables me to form a member

ship group and provide training and demonstration days with them. For example in the last 

three months  

 we ran a Soils event, looking at good soil and burying cotton underpants to show how 

much mini beast activity is in the soil 

 We continuing our Meadow Management events and encouraged volunteers to do 

scything 

 We ran our first Green Wood event creating spoons, mallets and gates. 

 We ran two woodland events, a Community Wood Bank day and ‘Adding Value to 

Woodlands’ day. The latter was a partnership event with the RSPB, Natural England, 

and the Coppice Co-op and held in Silverdale, Lancashire. We had four contractors 

demonstrating machinery and management skills to members, many of whom own 

woodlands.  

 We also ran two Curlew events with Morecambe Bay Partnership, training farmers to 

identify and conserve breeding areas.  

 We ran a local Brown Hairstreak butterfly day, again in Silverdale, drawing in a cluster 

of local farmers/members, who may be encouraged into countryside stewardship 

around hedgerow management for this S41 butterfly.  
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 Up in Cumbria and Yorkshire we developed a Scotch Argus butterfly group. We hope 

to work with Lancaster University and its research students to study the butterfly 

and promote landscape habitat restoration through Countryside Stewardship.  

 Our partnership with the University led to us teaming up with Lancashire Branch of 

Butterfly Conservation to put on the successful Butterfly Conference on March 23rd 

at Lancaster University. We invited our farmers to come along as a Research Training 

day, and develop projects with the students. 175 people attended including nearly 

half our members.  

I feel very lucky to have a job in such a lovely place and to be working with so many enthu

siastic people who are involved in butterfly work.  

Martin Wain,  
Regional Officer,  
Morecambe Bay Facilitation Fund,  
Butterfly Conservation 

If you travel to Europe on your holidays and are interested in the butterflies 
that you may see whilst there and would like some help to identify what may 
be unfamiliar species, you may like to consider joining Butterfly Conservation’s 
European Butterflies Group. This is like any other branch of Butterfly Conserva
tion and can be joined for an additional fee of £10 per year by contacting  
membership@butterfly-conservation.org . They have their own website which 
can be reached from the “In Your Area” page of Butterfly Conservation’s web

site. 

 

As a member of BC’s European Butter
flies Group you will receive regular 
email newsletters and updates about 
conservation in Europe, access to re
cording information for countries 
across Europe, help with ID service, 
news, events and holidays. 
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In Search of Apollo in the French Pyrenees 

 

Andrew and I decided to spend a few days walking and looking for butterflies and 
other wildlife in the French Pyrenees. We had planned and booked this before our summer 
here evolved into one of the sunniest and warmest for many years.  

 Since I was a relatively small child I have had a fascination and love of Parnassius 
Apollo, stemming from some tall glasses with images of butterflies on that my parents 
bought whilst on holiday visiting my maternal grandparents in Switzerland. One of the 6 
glasses had an image of the Apollo and I loved that glass and that butterfly. To this day I 
cannot recall which butterflies were on the other 5 glasses! I have always wanted to see the 
Apollo for real which we did just manage on an organised butterfly holiday 2 years ago, 
however it was a ‘tired’ specimen and only a brief view of it. A good spotting of the Apollo 
was our mission for this holiday, so having done some research before setting off (looking at 
trip reports from some of the well-known butterfly holiday companies) and having also 
joined Butterfly Conservation’s European Interest Group and checked out their available 
information, we booked ourselves into a small hotel in Gédre in the Gavarnie Valley in the 
French Pyrenees in the first week of August.  

 Day 1 was spent walking up the valley from Gavarnie 
village into the Cirque de Gavarnie, a spectacular glacial scoop 
into the rocks which rise 1500m from the bottom to the top.  
The meadows leading to the Cirque were rich in butterflies with 
Scarce Copper, Spotted Fritillary, Weaver’s Fritillary, False Heath 
Fritillary, Provencal Fritillary to name but a few. The view from 
the hostelry at the foot of the Cirque was quite awe-inspiring at 
the enormity of it.  

 Day 2 took us on a longer drive back down and around 
into the next valley heading to Pont d’Espagne, and the Lac de 
Gaube. We availed ourselves of the chairlift to take us up to a 
point where we could walk more or less along the level towards the lake. As soon as we 

were off the lift, Scarce Coppers caught our eyes with their vivid 
orange colouring. Our walk yielded many more fritillaries, Pearly 
Heath, Common Blues and up here Oberthur’s Grizzled Skippers 
and Marbled Skippers puddling near the lake. It is here that we 
saw many Apollos in flight, but they were not for settling and 
allowing us the photo opportunity we were after! Having had a 
very tasty lunch next to the lake we set off on the much longer 
walk all the way back down to the car spotting a very fresh-
looking Large Ringlet just before the waterfalls at the Pont 
d’Espagne. Chalk Hill Blue 
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Day 3 and we took ourselves back towards Gavarnie but up a little side valley – the 
Val d’Ossoue, where we were completely taken aback by the, literally hundreds, of 
Marbled Whites! A few Clouded Yellows of varying shades were spotted but 
without examining the upperside it is not possible to distinguish between the sorts 
sadly. Again, Apollos were on the wing and we had 2 that settled albeit too far for 
any decent pictures – oh the frustration! A young Marmot was spotted snuffling 

about before disappearing into the Juniper. Our 
wanderings took us gently down a path past 
Adonis Blues, Chalk Hill Blues and a Purple-shot 
Copper to where we stopped to enjoy a sit down 
and a drink by a shady stream. Silver-washed 
Fritillaries were in abundance flitting up and down 
the stream, and then we spotted a lot of 
flutterings close to the water’s edge in a patch of 
damp, gravelly-sand. There must have been 50 or 
so butterflies all puddling in this area. It is quite 
something to just sit on a little tripod stool 

amongst them all to try to ID at least  some of them. Several blues, which in all 
honesty I am still trying to positively ID, and many skippers (Marbled, Silver-spotted 
and Oberthur’s Grizzled, Small) and Marbled White. The star of the gravel though 
was a Rock or Woodland Grayling (not possible to differentiate without dissection)  

 Our final day had us determined to get ourselves the Apollo that we had 
hoped to find. We set off up the Héas Valley and followed a narrow track winding 
its way up a steep rock-strewn hillside towards the Gloriettes Dam. Parked-up, we 
walked the last stretch seeing many Apollos on 
the wing when one landed on some Knapweed 
right in front of us and started nectaring. We 
watched and photographed it for several minutes 
before moving on up towards the dam. Sadly, the 
beautiful blue lake behind the dam had been 
drained so was less that picturesque. Dark Green 
Fritillary, Large Wall Brown, Painted Lady, Sooty 
Copper and Mountain Argus were all spotted on 
the way up.  

Mission accomplished we were able to return home very satisfied! 

 

Jane Jones 

Large Wall Brown 

Parnassius apollo 
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Why Moths Matter 

Did you know the Death’s-Head Hawk-moth can squeak like a mouse? That the 
Mother Shipton moth has a witch’s face on its wing, or 
that the caterpillar of the Puss Moth can shoot acid out 
of its bottom? 

Here at Butterfly Conservation we naturally think 
moths are fascinating, important and worth protecting. 

But we know that not everybody gets a warm feeling 
when moths are mentioned. So, over the next 12 
months, Butterfly Conservation are on a mission to 
change minds about moths. 

Our ‘Moths Matter’ campaign will seek to wow people about the wonder of moths, 
to overturn moth myths and to showcase these beautiful insects in all their mothy 
glory.We will show you why moths matter; how they play an important role in 
pollination, why they are key parts of the food chain and how they can often beat 
butterflies in the beauty stakes. 

But like butterflies, the UK’s moths are in trouble with many once common species 
struggling in the face of habitat loss and climate change. 

Each month, the Moths Matter campaign will focus on 
a different theme, from spotting springtime 
caterpillars, planting a garden to attract night-flying 
visitors, to hunting for Hawk-moths in hedgerows. 

Butterfly Conservation will be running online moth 
quizzes and providing downloadable ID guides to help 
you get to grips with our most striking species. 

Our experts will help boost your moth knowledge with blogs 
and video posts and we will explain how Butterfly Conservation is working to 
protect moths across the UK. 

And later in the year we will be asking wildlife-lovers to go moth-spotting in the 
dark to help us celebrate the 20th birthday of Moth Night, one of the UK’s most 
well know moth recording schemes. 

But for ‘Moths Matter’ to take off we need you get involved. Look out for 
the #MothsMatter hashtag on social media to get mothy, o visit  www.butterfly-
conservation.org/moths/why-moths-matter to find out more. 

We have an very active moth group in Lancashire, visit www.lancashiremoths.co.uk 
to find out more and to get involved.    

 

 

Credit: Nerys Coward  

Credit: Ian H Leach 

http://www.butterfly-conservation.org/moths/why-moths-matter
http://www.butterfly-conservation.org/moths/why-moths-matter
http://www.lancashiremoths.co.uk
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A Moth in Provence 

 

I am now into my 3rd year of moths and have become quite addicted to light-
trapping and identifying my catch, so much so that I felt the need to take some 
equipment with me on our trip last June to a villa in Provence Côte d’Azur, 
France. I had researched into more mobile options, including various battery-
operated set-ups, but chose to avoid the issue of flying with a Li-ion battery and 
instead opted to take my Twin 20W Compact Actinic 'Lucent' moth trap, which 
was in fact my first light trap, the logic being that staying in a villa I should be able 
to find a socket near a window to plug the thing into and I could pack all the pots 
and egg boxes into it too for ease of travel. 

My next trepidation was wondering how airport security would deal with this 
black case full of electrics, I thought at least without a battery I may stand a 
chance of convincing them what it was…. 

Once it was my turn to start sorting my hand-luggage into the black trays in 
Security at Terminal 3, I put my black case 
into one of the trays and hoped for the 
best/feared the worst! All my other bits 
and pieces arrived out the other side of 
the scanner, however, my trusty trap did 
get ‘shunted’ across into the ‘for closer 
inspection’ queue. It was very busy, being 
a Saturday morning so I had a while to 
wait before it was my turn. With my heart 
in my mouth and sweaty palms I stepped 
forward to see what they would make of 
it. I was fully expecting to end up having to put it together quickly to 
demonstrate, but as it turned out, it wasn’t necessary. Once opened and I told 
him what it was, he seemed quite satisfied and I was on my way!  

On arriving at the villa I was disappointed to find that despite having carried the 
trap as hand-luggage and been very careful with it, one of the two bulbs had 
broken in transit. This left me down to half-power but I wasn’t going to be put off! 
The walls of the villa were rendered and painted cream so I felt that with the trap 
next to one of these walls I should manage a reasonable catch. Having made a 
quick dash to the local Casino Supermarché to get something for eat and just as 
importantly, ‘du vin’, I wasted no time in getting the light trap set up. Being so 
much further South than we are here in Lancashire, dusk falls earlier and, 
thankfully, dawn is later, at around 4:30 to 5am. The dawn chorus woke me, so 
off I went to see what may be on the wall that would likely disappear as it got 
lighter. I was disappointed to find just 1 very satisfied looking Moorish Gecko, 
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that must have had one of the best nights of it’s life! I 
decided to leave the contents of the trap itself till a more 
reasonable hour and took myself back to bed. 

 

I had sought advice from one or two members of the 
Lancashire Lepidotera Facebook group before leaving and 
was advised to use www.pathpiva.fr website to help with 
identifying the moths that would not be found in the 
standard UK reference sources. I’m not exactly sure what I 
was expecting, but there were several more local moths on 

each night that required some trawling through this site to identify, and along with 
some encouragement and guidance from Dave Grundy, I have managed to get 
there with the majority of them. I do have to admit that there are still a few, that 
when I have some free time, will require some more researching. 

The numbers of moths on each of the nights that I did put the trap out weren’t 
record-breaking, but then I suspect that 
many moths will have been hoovered 
up by the local geckos!. Highlights were 
Portland Ribbon Wave (probably the 
most prolific moth I saw), Dark Sword 
Grass, Small Blood Vein, Vines Rustic, 
Bordered Straw, Delicate, Passenger, 
Oak Hawk Moth and a Langmaid’s 
Yellow Underwing. The LYU I had down 
as a LBBYU but with encouragement 
from Dave, I chilled the moth right down and set about to positively identify it. With 
my iPhone balanced on a tumbler and set to the 10 second timer, a combination of 
me gently revealing the hindwing and using my nose to trigger the photo, I was able 
to confirm the moth as Langmaid’s YU. After a period of recovery the moth took 
itself off so was no worse for the experience. 

Our glorious week in the sunshine was 
also an opportunity to look for butterflies 
during the day, however the garden at the 
villa was planted for ease rather than 
butterflies, so a little disappointing on that 
front, however, the Hummingbird Hawk 
moths did seem to like the lavender. In 
the garden, there were Cleopatra, 
Gatekeeper, Meadow Brown, and a 
couple of Fritillaries which I have yet to 
have confirmed as Knapweed Fritillary and 

http://www.pathpiva.fr
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Spotted Fritillary. When we were out and about the 
highlight in a hill-top town were Scarce Swallowtails – they 
were definitely not scarce up there! 

At the end of the week it was time to pack it all away ready 
for the journey home, and hopefully an easy a trip through 
security at Nice airport as, despite my French being quite 
good, I didn’t fancy my chances trying to explain the moth 
light-trap ‘en francais”! I needn’t have worried, they didn’t 
even cast a second glance at the case as it went through the 
scanner. Safely returned to home, my thoughts are that I 
would definitely take the kit away again, although taking a 
spare bulb would be an idea, and maybe protecting the bulbs a little better. All in 
all, a very positive experience as I saw some beautiful moths that I would never get 
to see in a month of Sundays in my garden! 

Jane Jones 

 

Lancashire Moth Group 
 

If you are interested in moths, don’t know where to start, the Lancashire Moth 
Group website at lancashiremoths.co.uk is where you will find details of how to 
record and submit your sightings. There is also information on how to get 
started, identification aids, events and guidelines for recorders and the latest 
Newsletters 
 

The  County  Moth Recorders are : 

Macro Moths 

For VC59 - Richard Walker: rbkvwalker@gmail.com 
For VC60 - Pete Marsh: pmrsh123[at]aol.com 
 

Micro Moths 
For VC59 - Richard Walker: rbkvwalker@gmail.com 
For VC60 - John Girdley: john@birdtours.co.uk 
 
Mapmate Hub 
Graham Dixon - troubleatmill@btinternet.com 
is hub for VC59 and VC60. 
 
Website and Spreadsheets 
Dave Bickerton - bickertond@aol.com 
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Lancashire Branch Committee Members 

 
Chair / Moth Officer  

Jane Jones 
Tel: 01254 248832 

E-mail chairman@lancashire-butterflies.co.uk 
 

Branch Organiser / Librarian   
Chris Winnick 

Tel: 01539 728254 
Email: chriswinnick@tiscali.co.uk 

 

Butterfly Recorder 
Laura Sivell 

Tel: 01524 69248 
E-mail: butterfly-recorder@lancashire-butterflies.org.uk 

 

Secretary 
Danielle Rowlands 

Email: secretary@lancashire-butterflies.org.uk 
 

Membership Secretary 
Zoe Foster 

Email: membership@lancashire-butterflies.org.uk 
 

Reserves Officer 
Dave Wrigley 

Tel: 01524 805527 
E-mail: reserves@lancashire-butterflies.org.uk 

 

Webmaster and Social Media 
Gemma McMullan 

Email: webmaster@lancashire-butterflies.org.uk 
 

Greater Manchester Co-Ordinator 
Dave Coleman 

E-mail: dave@ridgewalk.co.uk 
 

Committee Members without Portfolio 
Chris Atherton 
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