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Summertime! 
 

  

 

Contributions to our newsletters 

are always welcome. 

Please use the contact details 

below to get in touch!   

If you do not wish to receive our 

newsletter in the future, simply 

reply to this message with the  

word ’unsubscribe’ in the title - 

thank you.  
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Dates for your Diary 

Butterfly and Moth Training Workshops 2019 
In March this year we unveiled our draft Scottish Conservation Strategy to attendees at our annual Scottish 
Recorders Gathering.  The strategy identifies 106 priority species (10 butterflies, 55 micro-moths and 41  
macros) and aims to outline the actions required to enhance their conservation status in Scotland.  Many of 
these actions focus on improved survey and monitoring so that their true status can be determined as they 
are under-recorded and certainly under-monitored.  In order to overcome this we are running a series of  
species focussed workshops across Scotland over the coming months to help increase the profile of some of 
these species and enthuse and encourage current recorders, but also new recruits, to get out there surveying 
and monitoring.  Each event will cover key aspects of the species’ life-cycle and habitat requirements, with an 
emphasis on recording and monitoring.  Information will also be provided on local sites requiring surveying 
and monitoring.  All events will be FREE and open to all. 

The following workshops are planned, though, as you will see, the details of all are not fully finalised.  This 
includes three events focussing on very rare micro-moths that are only seen from single sites in the UK. 

 Wednesday 26
th
 June – Periclepsis cinctana – Tiree 

For more info see https://butterfly-conservation.org/events/periclepsis-cinctana-the-tiree-twist-survey 
and poster at foot of article 

 Saturday 29th June and Sunday 30th June – Choreutis diana - Glen Affric 

For more info see https://butterfly-conservation.org/events/choreutis-diana-the-inverness-twitcher-
survey-glen-affric and poster at foot of article 

 Tuesday 2nd and Wednesday 3rd July – Pine-tree Lappet – Kiltarlity area 

For more info see https://butterfly-conservation.org/events/pine-tree-lappet-moth-survey-kiltarlity-area 

 Saturday 6th July – Goat Moth – Forres (provisional date and venue) 

 Sunday 7th July – Welsh Clearwing – near Aberfoyle 

 Saturday 13th July – Forester Moth – Mabie Forest, nr Dumfries 

 Thursday 18
th
 July – Northern Brown Argus – Dornoch (date and venue to be confirmed) 

 Saturday 20th July (and possibly also Sunday 21st July) - Eana argentana – Blair Atholl 

 Saturday 17th August and Sunday 18th August - Marsh Fritillary – Taynish NNR, near Tayvallich 

 Saturday 24th and/or Sunday 25th August or Saturday 31st August and/or Sunday 1st September – Lunar 

Yellow Underwing – Tentsmuir, Fife 

Once the details of each event have been finalised they will be put up on the events pages of our web site 
here https://butterfly-conservation.org/events  To find them, along with all other Scottish events simply put 
“Scotland” in the search box.  Details will also go on the Butterfly Conservation Scotland Facebook page 
https://www.facebook.com/bcscotland/ in poster format (see the two examples below).  

Alternatively, for more information or to help advertise these events and to book a place please contact  
Tom Prescott tprescott@butterfly-conservation.org  Tel: 01540 661469. Mobile: 07979 785665  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

https://butterfly-conservation.org/events/periclepsis-cinctana-the-tiree-twist-survey
https://butterfly-conservation.org/events/choreutis-diana-the-inverness-twitcher-survey-glen-affric
https://butterfly-conservation.org/events/choreutis-diana-the-inverness-twitcher-survey-glen-affric
https://butterfly-conservation.org/events/pine-tree-lappet-moth-survey-kiltarlity-area
https://butterfly-conservation.org/events
https://www.facebook.com/bcscotland/
mailto:tprescott@butterfly-conservation.org
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Dates for your Diary 
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Dates for your Diary 
 

 

 

It’s not long now until our Big Butterfly Count kicks off again.  This year it runs from Friday 19th July 
to Sunday 11th August.  Simply pop outside on a sunny day and count butterflies and                                          
moths for 15 minutes and record your sightings. See www.bigbutterflycount.org  
 
Scottish Members’ Day – Saturday, 5th October 2019  
Our annual Scottish Members’ Day will be held at the Battleby Conference Centre, by Perth on  
Saturday, 5th October 2019.  More information will follow in due course. 
 
Scottish Recorders’ Gathering - Saturday, 14th March 2020 
The date for our Scottish Recorders’ Gathering 2020 is Saturday, 14th March and will be held at  
Battleby Conference Centre.  More information to follow. 
 
BC events in Scotland 
Don’t forget to check out our website at www.butterfly-conservation.org/scotland as well as your  
local Branch website for up-to-date lists of fieldtrips, events etc: 

Highlands & Islands   – http://butterfly-conservation.org/313/highlands-and-islands-branch.html  

South West Scotland – http://butterfly-conservation.org/311/glasgow--sw-scotland-branch.html  

East Scotland             – http://butterfly-conservation.org/312/east-scotland-branch.html  

And of course Branch Facebook and Twitter pages too!                                                  

 
 
 

    ________________________________________________________________________ 
           

Gardening Scotland 2019 
Our staff members Anthony and Polly were at the  
Gardening Scotland show earlier this summer. Gardens 
can be great places to see butterflies, especially those 
which take nectar from garden plants such as Buddleia 
and Sedum. Polly was there to promote her Munching 
Caterpillars work, and did this by making paper pots with 
children (and some adults!) and potting up a  
home-grown Ox-eye daisy (butterfly fuel) or Nasturtium 
(caterpillar food for Small and Large White butterflies) for 
the people to take away. It was also a chance to  
promote recording of butterflies, and talk about our  
‘Go Peat-free’ campaign as over three billion litres of 
peat get used in compost in the UK every year,  
threatening precious wildlife habitats. Each day we were 
supported by a team of volunteers who did an excellent job in helping us reach more people. As  
ever, we’d like to thank these volunteers for their help! 

Anthony McCluskey 
Conservation Officer 
 
 
 

http://www.bigbutterflycount.org
http://www.butterfly-conservation.org/scotland
http://butterfly-conservation.org/313/highlands-and-islands-branch.html
http://butterfly-conservation.org/311/glasgow--sw-scotland-branch.html
http://butterfly-conservation.org/312/east-scotland-branch.html
https://butterfly-conservation.org/gopeatfree
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Branch News 

Highland Branch 

Search for Small Dark Yellow Underwing caterpillars, Carrbridge 22nd June 

Small Dark Yellow Underwing (SDYU) adults are rarely seen and their caterpillars have never been 
found in the wild in Scotland.  The discovery of their larvae is important as it should help determine 
more precisely the conditions they require.  Foregin Estate, just north-west of Carrbridge, has been 
one of the most regular sites for recording adults in recent years, so it seemed a sensible place to 
look for the early stages.   

A previous search at night at the same site in 2017 failed to 
find any caterpillars, however, this year we searched for the 
caterpillars during the day using a Bugvac, which is akin to a 
leaf blower in reverse and specifically designed to safely 
sample invertebrates. 

An impressive 14 people gathered on the moorland edge, 
armed with washing-up bowls. After tea, cake, a blether and 
instructions from Tom Prescott, we got down to business. 
Stephen Moran a.k.a. Bugvac Man, used his Bugvac on 
clumps of bearberry (food-plant of SDYU) and he then 
tipped out the contents into people’s washing-up bowls so 
they could sift through the samples while Stephen moved on to the next clump.  

There were plenty of ants in the samples so it was appropriate that we had Xander Johnston a.k.a. 
Ant Boy to help ID them, along with other assorted bugs. We hadn’t been going for long when a 
shout went up – Margaret Currie (VC Moth Recorder for Easter Ross) had found a SDYU larva in 
her bowl, thereby making history!! Photos were taken (only of the larva, Margaret was too shy) and it 
was back to the Bugvac to find more. But we didn’t. We Bugvac’d all day but still only had the one 
larva to our tally. Never mind, the day was still a success. 

Pete Moore 

Highland Branch Chair 
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Project Updates 

Can you help with butterfly monitoring? 
At Butterfly Conservation we sometimes say statements such as ‘Three quarters of butterfly species are in 
decline,’ but how do we know this? Well, we’ve been running schemes to help people – mostly volunteers – 
record butterflies for over forty years, and this data is now being used to help us understand butterfly  
population changes. One of the best sources of data is that collected on butterfly transects through the UK 
Butterfly Monitoring Scheme. Transects are set routes which are walked once a week, in good weather,  
between April 1st and September 30th.  Many of these transects are walked by groups of three or four people, 
with a simple online rota. This means that you might only have to do it once per month, so it doesn’t become 
a burden. And getting outside to look for butterflies and really experience nature is a great way to de-stress 
and find out more about your local surroundings. 

If you are interested in finding out if there is a transect near you, contact me on amccluskey@butterfly-
conservation.org stating where you live and where you would be willing to record. I can then have a look to 
see what transects are in your area and needing some help.  

As a starter, we need more walkers for transects in Glasgow (including Hogganfield Park, Robroyston Park 
and others), but there are transects everywhere which need more help. 

We can give training on recording and identification, and further support.  
 

Grayling workshop in Edinburgh 
One of the nice surprises about Edinburgh is the great variety of butterflies to be found in the heart of the city. 
Holyrood Park is home to more than 20 species of butterfly, including rare species like Grayling, Northern 
Brown Argus and Small Skipper. In 2018 we worked with the staff at Historic Environment Scotland to  
establish a new transect route to monitor Grayling populations in July and August. This year we are  
appealing for more volunteers, and are running a workshop at the  Holyrood Park Education Centre on  
Monday 15th July to train new volunteers to record this elusive butterfly. Full details can be found here.  
And you can book by emailing Anthony on amccluskey@butterfly-conservation.org 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Join us at the Red Moss of Balerno to celebrate International Bog Day! 
Peat Bogs are brilliant. They’re a precious habitat for a huge variety of wildlife, as well as being important 
stores of carbon and helping to prevent flooding. To celebrate International Bog Day, on Sunday 28th July 
between 10am and 1pm we will be at the Red Moss of Balerno, a Scottish Wildlife Trust Reserve 
which is the only raised bog in Edinburgh. We’ll be there with moth traps, butterfly walks, minibeast hunts and 
having a look at the plants and animals which can be found in this area. It’s free to attend, and all are  
welcome. There’s a boardwalk at the Moss, so it’s very easy to access. More information about the Moss and 
directions can be found here. There will be signs to show the locations of activities, but feel free to contact 
Anthony on amccluskey@butterfly-conservation.org if you’d like to know more. 

  

 

     Northern Brown Argus - briart 

Small Skipper - wgell 

   Grayling - Harry Bickerstaff 

https://butterfly-conservation.org/events/edinburgh-grayling-survey-workshop
mailto:amccluskey@butterfly-conservation.org
https://scottishwildlifetrust.org.uk/reserve/red-moss-of-balerno/
mailto:amccluskey@butterfly-conservation.org
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Project Updates 

Munching Caterpillars in Scotland 
The last three months has been a busy time for the Munching Caterpillars Scotland (MCS) project, as the 
school workshops have dominated. We have almost finished our first MCS academic year with 14 schools 
completing the project.  

These schools have brightened up their school grounds and 
now have flourishing butterfly and moth friendly areas, as well 
as becoming much more aware of caterpillars and moths in 
particular. 

Since the beginning of April, 42 Munching Caterpillar  
workshops have been delivered at schools to 490 children and 
additionally I have attended nine different student-led ‘sharing’ 
events where the children share their learning from the  
programme with others in the school, with myself or their  
parents. These have come in many different forms; from all 
school assemblies to small groups sharing with younger pupils. 
My personal favourite though has to be the butterfly and moth 
fashion show put on by Riverside Primary School in Stirling.  

We officially launched the MCS project to the press on 21st June at Sunnyside Primary School in Alloa after 
having been postponed previously due to Norovirus, which prevented visitors entering the school. The day 
went very well with children showcasing their learning and their new ‘wild’ area in the school grounds. Special 
thanks go to our Italian volunteer, Francesca, who has been volunteering full time with BC Scotland these 
last two months. She helped out at many workshops and took wonderful photos on the press launch day. 

In addition to this the Munching Caterpillars Scotland project has taken to the road at a good few events  
including ‘Gardening Scotland’ and ‘Wild Day Out’ in Edinburgh and ‘Dippy the Dipploducus’ events in  
Glasgow. Caterpillar ‘munchboxes’ (nasturtiums) and butterfly ‘fuel stations’ (ox-eye daisies) were made up 
by children and adults at these events to take home and plant in their gardens. 

Thank you so much to all the enthusiastic volunteers that have helped us out at these events. I am always 
keen to enroll more volunteers who would like to help at events and schools. Please just get in touch with me 
at pphillpot@butterfly-conservation.org 

Forthcoming events to volunteer at for MCS – let me know if you are interested in helping: 

Sat 20th July – ‘Eat the Street’ Falkirk High Street 

Sat 10th August – Tillicoultry Community Garden Open Day 

Sat 24th August – Summer Family Fun Day – Glasgow Museums Resource Centre 
Polly Phillpot    
Munching Caterpillars Scotland Project Officer 

Planting out  at Lochies Primary School 

Riverside Primary School Butterfly Fashion Show Riverside Primary School Fashion Show 

mailto:pphillpot@butterfly-conservation.org
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Project Updates 

Green Hairstreak Update 

Back in 2015 a small colony of Green Hairstreak butterflies were discovered by Heather Young at 
Butterfly Conservation’s Wester Moss reserve near Stirling. This was quite a surprising find, as  
despite some suitable habitat being present, the moss had been fairly well surveyed. Had a small 
colony been present and overlooked for years? Or was this a new colonisation? The nearest known 
colonies of Green Hairstreak are some 4 miles away in the Ochil Hills. We will probably never know.  
Over the last few years, I have kept an eye on the colony and have recorded the butterfly each year. 
Numbers have never been high with a maximum count of three achieved several times. The colony 
has remained in the same location with a couple of characteristic perches being used year on year 
by males.    

In 2015 and 2016 significant scrub clearance work to help protect the moss habitat and its valuable 
peat was undertaken. This created ideal looking habitat for the butterfly at the opposite end of the 
moss from the Green Hairstreak colony, with abundant blaeberry (the butterfly’s foodplant) and  
sunny sheltered spots. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Since then I have checked this new potential habitat annually for Green Hairstreaks without any  
success. The distance from the colony is around 500 metres and I had wondered if the gap was just 
too big for the species to jump easily, but finally this year I saw one! And then another! A walk 
around all the potential habitat at the moss produced a total of nine butterflies, by some distance a 
new high count for the moss. No doubt helped by two sunny, warm spring seasons in a row. 

It is maybe only a small ‘win’ in the scheme of things, but it has been pleasing to chart the progress 
of the butterfly over the last few years. With my work focussing on peatland habitats, where  
restoration sets in place positive processes that take decades to come good, it is nice to see some 
shorter-term success! 
 
David Hill 
Peatland Restoration Project Officer 
  

 

 

Green Hairstreak - Mark Searle 
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Project Updates 

Bog Squad keeps on going! 

We are delighted to report that our Bog Squad project will be carrying on for another year thanks to 
the SNH-led Peatland Action fund who have generously funded us since 2014. 

The ‘Bog Squad’ team is a team of volunteers who carry out restoration works on damaged  
peatlands across Scotland with the aim of improving peatland habitats for butterflies and all wildlife. 
All with the added bonus of helping the fight against climate change by keeping valuable carbon 
locked up in soggy peat.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

We will be holding volunteer work parties over the next year in Aberdeenshire, Midlothian, West  
Lothian, Stirlingshire, Lanarkshire and Dumfriesshire.  

Initial Work Parties 

Sat 6
th
 July - Brownsburn Nature Park in Airdrie – Ditch-blocking 

Sat 10
th
 August - Brownsburn Nature Park in Airdrie – Ditch-blocking 

Sat 31
st
 August – Peeswit Moss near Penicuik – Scrub clearance 

More dates to follow! 

For more information about the Butterfly Conservation Scotland’s peatland restoration  
activities please visit: 
Our blog: www.bogsquad.weebly.com                                
Our website: www.butterfly-conservation.org/bogsquad  
Or contact David Hill at: dhill@butterfly-conservation.org 

The Bog Squad project is supported by Peatland ACTION  

 

 

http://www.bogsquad.weebly.com
http://www.butterfly-conservation.org/bogsquad
mailto:dhill@butterfly-conservation.org
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News & Updates 

Summer arrives on Eastern Shores 
Back in February we were astounded when a very unseasonal spell saw an influx of Red Admiral 
and Painted Lady to our shores brought up by a plume of warm air originating from sub-Saharan  
Africa. It felt surreal indeed to see these large Butterflies flapping through a countryside not yet 
showing any hints of spring green. There was hope at the time that these early migrants would 
breed, which they almost certainly did, and lay down a generation of Butterflies for us to enjoy much 
earlier than expected…. However….it all fizzled out. There was no evidence whatsoever that any of 
the broods survived the rest of the winter, or indeed early spring. Late frosts and colder days  
Probably did them in. 
 
So, fast forwarding now to June, February but a distant memory. I was first alerted to a new invasion 
occurring by a friend on Facebook who had reports of Red Admiral being counted at 50 off the 
Northumberland shore by Birdwatchers on June 5th. Later that day several Butterfly enthusiasts, 
and Botanists also contacted me with multiple sightings of Red Admiral off the coast in double  
numbers. I was eager to test this, and get out along the coast myself. 
 
On the 6

th
 of June I visited Burnmouth on the Berwickshire coast and was almost immediately aware 

that Red Admiral were at boisterous levels with double figure counts everywhere. Later in the  
afternoon I started seeing the odd Painted Lady among them. Reports were coming in more widely 
from the Lothian coast and Fife. I also had reports of an Admiral invasion as far as Orkney and 
Shetland. Now, the odd thing about all of this was the lack of any news on the Twittersphere from 
down south. This looked like a major invasion, yet, from other usual channels, things were very  
quiet. I returned to Burnmouth a few days later and was met, not this time by Admirals, but by far 
more Painted Lady than were present a few days before. I counted 77 Painted Lady, and 23 Red 
Admiral along a short stretch of trackside Red Valerian. Quite a spectacular sight indeed! 
 
Reports were now coming in thick and fast that 
these migrants were becoming widespread along 
the Scottish east coast and North Northumberland 
and then filtering inland. On the 17

th
 June I  

counted a whopping 148 Painted Lady again at 
Burnmouth, though this time only 2 Red Admiral. 
The invasion continues as far as I know and shows 
no let up. Painted Lady and Red Admiral are now 
being seen well inland, and are still thick on the 
coast. There are many theories as to how the  
migration suddenly came about on the north  
eastern coast of the UK, instead of the traditional 
southern route, though high numbers of Painted  
Lady had been tracked from the eastern  
Mediterranean, through central Europe and into 
Scandinavia just before our arrivals. So it does look 
as if they have taken the long way round. 
 
Apart from the very obvious Red Admirals, and Painted Lady making landfall, a single Clouded  
Yellow was reported on the East Lothian coast, a few reports of Hummingbird hawk-moth and the 
arrival of clouds of Diamond back Moths. You had better make sure your garden Buddleia is in good 
order for later in the season when the offspring of these very welcome invaders emerge!  
 
Iain Cowe 
Borders Butterfly Recorder  

Painted Lady - Dot Ruston 
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News & Updates 

Helping out with butterflies!  

Working as volunteer for Butterfly Conservation Scotland for two months has been an amazing  

experience. 

 

I am a young Master’s graduate in Environmental Biology in Italy working on many butterfly projects 
in Turin, and I had this opportunity through the Erasmus+ program of my University. What have I 
learned in these months? Much more than I could imagine! 
 
First of all that, despite the seemingly unfavourable weather, there are many butterflies and moths in 

Scotland. I’ve worked mainly on the Urban Butterfly Project, concerning the monitoring of butterflies 

in urban areas and the creation of suitable green areas for pollinators in the cities. As a matter of 

fact, urban areas often represent a wall for pollinators, which in the absence of suitable nectar and 

foodplants they cannot pass through. 

 

I participated in training workshops for volunteers,  

carried out UK Butterfly Monitoring Scheme  

butterfly transects and foodplant surveys. I took 

charge of carrying out, once a week, the Orange-tip 

survey in the Stirling urban area, recording all the 

places in which foodplants (Cuckooflowers and Garlic 

Mustard) are present and where the eggs and  

caterpillars are found. This investigation is very  

important to establish the right periods and places for 

grass cutting. I also had the great opportunity to  

collaborate on school projects, to learn about the 

world of moths as well as butterflies and to discover 

that butterflies in Scotland can also be found in as unimaginable places as peatlands! 

 

What I absolutely love about all these projects is the common thread that joins them: the  

enthusiasm and willingness of ordinary people to participate. Butterfly Conservation’s research is 

based on citizen participation, which cannot be ignored. I was surprised how people here are so  

curious and glad to spend their free time learning something new and putting it into practice to  

protect biodiversity. It’s thanks to the commitment of Butterfly Conservation to involve volunteers 

that an almost total coverage of butterfly monitoring activities is assured. Perhaps it is a concept that 

may seem obvious, however in other countries Citizen Science projects are not always successful 

precisely because of the scarce interest of citizens. 

 

I am very grateful for the opportunity I had and for the passion for biodiversity conservation that was 

transmitted to me by all those who work and collaborate with Butterfly Conservation. 

 

Everything I learned in these months about insect conservation is very precious and I will certainly 

try to take advantage of this experience in the context of my city. 

Francesca Martelli 

Butterfly Conservation Scotland’s Student Placement 

Orange-tip - John Knowler 
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Moths in the Museum  
 
My first behind-the-scenes encounter with the National Museum of Scotland was when, 25 years ago, I  
volunteered to help Mark Shaw with curating some miniscule parasitic wasps. Although my memory is no 
doubt imperfect I recall being down in the basement at Chambers Street, transcribing tiny labels and taking 
tea breaks perched among assorted stuffed and pickled animals. Fast forward to the present, and I am back 
in the Entomology collection except that it is now housed at the National Museums Collection Centre in  
Granton - a far more modern set up where no lunch is allowed anywhere near the specimens, and it has two 
(not big enough) rooms to itself.  My task is documenting the contents of the UK Lepidoptera collection onto a 
database. My reward is an opportunity to immerse myself in our native moths, from species I’m familiar with 
to those I may never get see.  

Nowadays, getting the moths you catch identified has never been easier and killing specimens is only  
occasionally necessary. Affordable cameras, excellent on-line resources, good field guides and, perhaps 
most importantly, patient people on the end of an email are readily available. However, to see specimens in 
3D, to scrutinise them from any angle you choose and compare many individuals side by side and from  
different parts of the UK is something only a museum collection can really offer. It is a bit like a real life  
version of flicking through a field guide, though with many more and tangible illustrations. The Lepidoptera in 
the NMS Entomology collection come from all over the world, but Scottish material is particularly well  
represented and I would definitely recommend making use of this resource. After just a few months I feel my 
moth knowledge has been enhanced and scientific names are starting to stick, although my brain still  
struggles to convert the image of a spread-eagled moth on a pin to the closed-wing living versions that turn 
up in my traps. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I have found another reason for studying the museum’s moths. About a hundred years ago Alice Blanche 
Balfour collected moths in and around her East Lothian estate at Whittingehame, very close to where I live 
and do my own moth trapping. She found some enviable species: Stout Dart, Portland Moth and Mallow may 
have to be relegated to wishful thinking now, but wouldn’t it be nice to re-discover Brussels Lace, Brindled 
Ochre, Heath Rivulet or even a V-moth in some hidden corner of East Lothian? Alice’s specimens and her 
notebooks form part of the moth collection at the museum and together provide some fascinating insights into 
her moth catching exploits a hundred years ago.  

Since I am always on the lookout for a project to add purpose to my mothing efforts, this year I have  
embarked on the adventure of following in Alice’s footsteps, recording moths on the estate and at some of 
her other regular haunts. Some moths she caught at light and in traps, but many of her finds were made from 

Nature Tales 

At the museum with a drawer of Elephant Hawk-moths and a page from 

Alice Balfour’s notebook 
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daytime searching, beating bushes and sugaring. I will try the same techniques, and even though our  
methods and efforts will never be directly comparable it will be interesting to see how our lists differ and I 
hope to learn more about moths and moth trapping of the past.  

As the only unmarried sister, Alice was duty-bound to devote her 
adult life to running Whittingehame Estate and the domestic affairs 
of her bachelor brother Arthur Balfour, the politician and Prime  
Minister. Nevertheless, she gained a reputation as a respected  
entomologist and had collaborations with some prominent zoologists 
of the day.  Her upper-class Edwardian lifestyle may have been  
rather different to mine - imagine being chauffeured around the 
countryside in a Rolls Royce looking for moths! - but our mothing  
motivations and frustrations seem remarkably similar. Distracting 
visitors, the wrong weather, a lack of moths… who can’t relate to the 
following sentiments from her notebooks? 

      “The weather has been beautifully fine & sunny, & we had a good many warm 
         evenings, but one can’t have one’s guests & go off mothing!" 

      “Trees sugared night of 16th – very warm still night. Not one moth on sugar.” 

       “A bad year for moths in some ways. The weather was usually unsuitable when 
        there was no moon & vice versa.” 

       “On Oct 12th went up to Lammermuir in hopes of finding P.mixtana,  
        P. maccana & P. aspersana but did not see a moth of any kind” 

Pugs it seems, will forever be Pugs: A notebook page has a sketch 
of one pug described as ‘very dark’, alongside a dittoed list of 
‘Eupithecia’ without species names. She took dead specimens to 
specialists for identification help; today we have the photos, the internet and Roy. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As for comparing our moths: I failed to get Spring Usher in my traps, a species Alice came across annually 
(maybe I should have risked becoming a ghostly legend, wandering around the Estate in a long frock with a 
lantern at dusk) but I have recorded Nut-tree Tussock, Pale Pinion and Red Sword-grass, all absent from her 
list. Mostly however, so far at least, we have much in common.   

I wonder what it will be like in a hundred years from now. No doubt enthusiasts will still be pursuing moths in 
one way or another, but which moths will be there for them to find? And I wonder what evidence will survive 
of our current (digital-centric) 21st Century moth recording pursuits. Will anything be available and accessible 
to future explorers of the museum archives?  

If you are interested in using the museum collection in Edinburgh, contact Ashleigh Whiffin 
(Assistant Curator of Entomology): a.whiffin@nms.ac.uk.  You can read more of my Whittingehame 
project at www.whittingehamemoths.blog. 
 

Katty Baird 
 

 

Nature Tales 

My light trap set in the arboretum at  

Whittingehame 

mailto:a.whiffin@nms.ac.uk


15 

Hibernating Herald survey update 
Last winter the Hibernating Herald survey received records from 244 dark sites across Scotland. A 
total of 126 Tissues and 4190 Heralds were counted. Heralds seem to have had a ‘good year’ with 
numbers in the majority of sites up on the previous winter. We are still keen to hear of new sites next 
winter, particularly in areas that haven’t been well-covered. It would be fantastic to find some new 
overwintering Tissue locations too. Mid-August to mid-September seems the best time to find this 
species, so not long to wait now! Thank you to everyone who has contributed to the survey so far. 
Records can be submitted by joining the Hibernating Herald Activity  on iRecord or email: 
kattybaird@gmail.com. A fuller update of the project has been posted on the East Scotland Branch 
website https://butterfly-conservation.org/in-your-area/east-scotland-branch/hibernating-heralds  
 

Katty Baird & Mark Cubitt 
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