
As always, contributions to Frits About are very welcome – but remember to send your records to County Butterfly Recorders as well.  
There is a Facebook discussion group set up by BC’s South Wales branch, as well as North Wales branch’s Facebook page and BC Wales Facebook page.    
Please keep Frits About contributions coming to me at my new e-mail address rgsoverton@gmail.com.  

Please send your feedback on the E-news generally to  Judy  in the  Wales office.   
Contributions to Frits About are the views of the individuals concerned and do not necessarily represent the views of Butterfly Conservation Wales. 

“FRITS ABOUT, 2019 – No.2    

(135 new report items in this edition – received since 11th March 2019)  
 

Dear all,  
 

Welcome to Frits About, 2019 no. 2 (no. 1 having been sent out in March, combined with 2018 No. 4). For those new to the concept, we try the 

challenging task of pulling together news from as many sources as practical in time available of our wonderful fritillary butterflies across Wales and, 

where relevant, just over the border. This edition covers larvae found since mid-March, the flight period of Pearl-bordered Fritillary (PBF) and start 

of flight periods of both Small Pearl-bordered (SPBF), Marsh (MF) and now Dark Green (DGF).   
 

As you’ll see below, PBFs seem to have done well at a good number of sites this year, with good counts at Eyarth Rocks and certainly Ewyas Harold 

(just 2kms outsideWales). SPBF reports have been fewer than for many recent years, but Paul Dunn’s total of 55 for one day on one half of the Alun 

valley suggests that on this (managed) bracken/dry grassland site at least numbers are very good and comparable to last couple of years.  

 

MFs had a couple of good weather weeks and there were numerous casual reports from Aberbargoed, which seems to be a popular place to see them. 

Targeted searches were once again carried out in Carmarthenshire and 22 additional fields were noted as occupied by MFs so far in the flight period. 

Reports from elsewhere have been mixed, although at least one new site has been added in Neath Port Talbot. Of the larger frits, Dark Green 

Fritillaries are just starting up and for HBF, in its last remaining Welsh site in the Alun Valley, we’ve been researching old photos, carrying out 

habitat assessments of newly managed sub-sites and busy adding four new larval sub-sites to our knowledge.   

 

We will be trying to visit more sites in flight season and MF web season this year, so please let us know if you’d like to get involved. Don’t 

forget also we run work parties in autumn and winter, mostly volunteers, to help conserve habitat for MF and HBF. Could you get involved?  

 

Thanks to those who have contributed to this edition.            

Richard Smith , June 17th 2019 
 

http://butterfly-conservation.org/2390/Recording-contacts.html#NORTH%20WALES
https://www.facebook.com/groups/ButterflyConservationSouthWalesBranch/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/277847912412601/
https://www.facebook.com/bcwales/
mailto:rgsoverton@gmail.com
mailto:jburroughs@butterfly-conservation.org
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1. Pearl-bordered Fritillary (PBF) – 29 new reports 
 

The season got under way on 18th April, with PBF reported on the wing at from two sites in Wales - Fron Hydan in Montgomeryshire (Tammy Stretton) & Cwm Soden 

in Ceredigion (Jane Stone). 
 

Ceredigion 

Maggie Sproule on 19th April: “Have been up to Cwm Soden today.  Really warm!  4 PBFs for definite.  Two separate ones above Byrlip path, and two in the little 

meadow......saw those two skirmishing!” 

Russel Hobson advises: “National Trust PBF volunteers had a maximum count of 15 adults on the three Cwm Soden transects on 22nd April. A lower subsequent 

count (though in less than ideal conditions) suggest they may have peaked quickly”. 

There were also several other posts on Facebook by individuals visiting, but mostly seeing single figure numbers.  

 

Flintshire 

Russel Hobson: “Clare had 19 in 42 minutes at Eyarth Rocks on 30th April. Numbers should peak this week or early next so about a week earlier than last year”. 

Alun Williams, via Facebook on 6th May: “Boloria euphrosyne, Pearl-bordered Fritillary, Britheg Berlog. May 6th. Craig Adwy Wynt, Pwllglas. Lucky enough to find 

around half a dozen of these stunning butterflies today”. (Ed – just noticed this post – not sure if a Montgomeryshire or another N Wales site?) 

Ian Gorton, via Facebook “One of about 12 pearl bordered fritillary seen on 19/05/19 at Eyarth Rocks.” 

Ashley Miles Lindop, via Facebook: “Eyarth rocks yesterday (20th) - about 100+ Pearl-bordered Fritillary on the wing, including at least one aberration - ab pallida”.  

Tony Pope on 22nd May, via Facebook: “Pearl Bordered Fritillary at Eyarth Rocks today ....weather was poor to start with rain at times early on...only one Pearl 

Bordered in the first hour !!!.....when it brightened a little more they finally came out but still not the same numbers as past few days ..maybe 40 ...it took three 

hours for the ''ab '' pallida to show , then I saw three in twenty minutes ..:-) ..a few of the butterflies on site are showing signs of wear and tear ...... 

Clare Williams: “Pearl-bordered Fritillaries at BC’s Eyarth Rocks reserve appear to have done well this year.  Four timed counts along the fixed route were 

undertaken with counts of 27/hr (30th April), 73/hr (11th May), 89/hr (16th May - peak week), dropping to 44/hr on 24th May. The peak count of 89/hr on 

16th May is the second highest count since monitoring began in 2007”. 

 

Russel Hobson replied to an enquiry from Richard Glynne Jones ARPS AIPF AWPF with photo (see main Wales eNews) of a variant/aberration photographed on a 

mobile phone at Eyarth on 20th May. “Butterfly variants are called aberrations. They were a huge interest in the heyday of butterfly collecting with some specimens 

changing hands for big sums of money. However, it is a very subjective field. For instance, some websites list up to 36 named aberrations for Pearl-bordered  
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Pearl-bordered Fritillary (cont) 

Fritillary and the white form that commonly occurs at Eyarth has a variety of names from ‘pallida’ to ‘albinea’ depending on how precisely you define differences 

from the norm. From an evolutionary perspective this variation is what you would expect in a population and can include variation in size, wing form etc depending on 

which genetic variation is involved. It may lead to new species over time and could be either a sign of an inbred population or a genetically diverse one”. 
 

(Almost) Monmouthshire 

RGS “had a great afternoon at Ewyas Harold Common (2kms into Herefordshire) on Saturday (4th May), with perfect conditions for observation & photography. I 

counted 47 PBFs in 37 minutes, using the standard (Welsh) methodology where you walk a circuit but count only in habitat areas and during sunshine. All individuals 

were still fairly fresh looking”. 

Ian Hart (reserve warden, Ewyas Harold Common) reports on 12th May: “We (Dean & Jane Fenton, Tim & Hazel Dunbabin and I&DH) did a count today across the 

monitoring areas and recorded 224 (Two hundred and twenty-four). The weather was warm and sunny and the butterflies were very active. Large numbers looked 

very fresh”. 

 

Montgomeryshire 

On 23rd April, Tammy at MWT reported: “A big thank you to everyone who has already helped with PBF surveys this year – you know who you are! Here is the 

(mixed) picture so far: 

·        Y Golfa – 48 in 37 minutes on Sunday = 78 PBF/hr = PASS (but can we get a lot more?!!!) 

·        Y Figyn East – 5 in 19 minutes on Monday and 11 in 14 minutes today (Tuesday) = 47 PBF/hr = PASS 

·        Y Figyn West – 0 in 24 minutes on Monday = FAIL 

·        Y Frochas – 0 in 31 minutes on Monday = FAIL 

·        Fron Hydan – 2 in 60 minutes on Thursday = 2 PBF/hr = FAIL 

·        Middletown Hill – 14 in 57 minutes today = 15 PBF/hr = PASS (just!) 

·        Llanymynech Rocks – 0 in 90 minutes on Saturday = FAIL 

·        Llanymynech Hill – not yet surveyed 

 

Then on 30th April:   

- Llanymynech Hill: 0 in 21 minutes. Habitat failed on violets, but seems a little better (need to check) 

- Fron Hydan: 15 in 34 minutes = 27 PBF/hr = best ever count on this site and a great pass! 

- Y Golfa: 45 in 59 minutes = 46 PBF/hr. PBFs were on the wing across the site throughout my time there 
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2. Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary (SPBF) – 20 new reports  
 

Caerphilly 

Frank Sengpiel posted on 27 May via Facebook: “But the absolute highlight was the first Small Pearl Bordered Frit, freshly emerged and gorgeous (with thanks to 

the lady who had spotted it earlier and pointed me in the right direction).” Annie Irvine is one of several reporting SPBFs at Aberbargoed, via Facebook, with 2 or 3 

seen on 3rd June.  
 

Carmarthenshire 

George Tordoff: 21 May: single SPBF on the Butterfly Ride at Pembrey Forest”. 
 

Ceredigion 

Lindsey Applegate, via Facebook, reported a fresh SPBF on 8th June at 800ft on a NW facing slope above Cellan, near Lampeter. This is the same site where an MF 

reported on 7th June. SN6147.   
 

Monmouthshire 

Mel Oxford posted via Facebook on 25 May: “Spent a few hours at Blaenserchan colliery early this morning. Plenty of butterflies and a few day flying moth about 

with up to a dozen Small pearl bordered fritillary being the star's... kept me busy sneaking up close enough to them with the phone camera for sure.....” 

Also on 25th May, Rupert Perkins had 25 Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary at Blaenserchan.” 

Mike Hoult and Val Deisler on 28thMay had 8 Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary at Clydach (Blackrock Quarry). 
 

North Wales 

Richard Jones: “At Niwbwrch, Ynys Mon, on transect on 19th May and in an hour noted 7 species, including 1 Small Pearl Bordered Frit. Hwyl am y tro, Richard”. 
 

Pembrokeshire 

Jane Stone via Facebook: “I saw 4 x Small Pearl Bordered Fritillaries on the coast path near St David's Head today (5th June)”. 

David Redhead on 10 June: “Down in New Quay Valley, I saw a very fresh Small Pearl-bordered (SR9793), so went to the DGF breeding area above the valley but 

did not see another until I was well along on the eastern edge of St Govan's to the south in SR9792 when another came by”. 
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Rhondda valleys 

Tate Lloyd, via Facebook, 23 May: “Great to see at least 8 small pearl-bordered fritillary on the wing at a local site in the Rhondda valleys today. There was a large 

fire there a few weeks ago but fortunately looks like it is recovering.  

Small Pearl-bordered Fritillaries, Rhondda valleys yesterday (31 May). Lots of these on the wing now”. 

 

Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary (cont.) 

Swansea, including Gower 

David Moore, via Facebook, on 17 May: “Marsh Fritillaries have emerged on Fairwood Common on the Gower. More surprising was the solitary Small Pearl Bordered 

Fritillary which turned up”. 

Kath Eilbeck, via Facebook, on 20 May: “My first small pearl bordered fritillary today on Fairwood Common”. 

David Moore, via Facebook: “Excellent numbers of Frits about on Fairwood Common right now. On Friday afternoon (31 May) I counted 75 Marsh and 39 Small 

Pearl Bordered Fritillaries in an hour and a half!” 

 

Tonyrefail & South RCT. 

Ben Williams on 30 May: “Church Village bypass fields: One lonely male MF and another which I suspect was a SPB”. 

 

Vale of Glamorgan. 

Paul Dunn reports on 20 May: “Numbers starting to go up on east (private) side of the valley. 12 hub cap gate including one female egg laying, see photos. 13 on 

slope to gun club, 23 on horse 

field, 7 on lower meadow. Good it 

was laying in this year’s coppiced 

area”. 

Small Pearl-bordered 
Fritillary adult and egg: 
credit Paul Dunn 
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3. Marsh Fritillary (MF) – 76 new reports 
 

Caerphilly 

Mark Allen reports from Aberbargoed Grasslands SAC: “Had my first MF of the year today (13th of May) at Aberbargoed – but just the one - didn’t look super 

fresh so I think it probably popped out over the weekend.”  

Annie Irvine, via Facebook, on 15 May: “Marsh Fritillaries are go at Aberbargoed! Had a lovely walk around today with 2 friends and we spotted at least 9 

individuals”. Rupert Perkins had 15 on 20 May. 

Many more reports were then posted on BC’s South Wales Forum Facebook group of visits to Aberbargoed. During the first week all the reports related to the 

large field, but they have more recently appeared in other fields.  

 

Carmarthenshire  

RGS visited some Amman valley sites on 23rd May: “At Ynys Dawela, having got thus far and hearing from Isabel that she & Becky only had time to do park itself in 

the morning (4 MFs all at western end), I called after lunch at field on north side of park (belonging to house above) but only saw 1 MF. I did however find 2 MFs 

along path going west from track. Just 250m further down Llandeilo Road, Brynamman, is a site where WTSWW & BC have undertaken management over last 4 years 

and numbers were good at 17MFs in 15mins. Good news there. Next door again the owners were delighted that two years on from their two elderly pet sheep 

passing away, leaving just horses, I found an MF in by now cloudy conditions”.  

George Tordoff: “15 May: single MF at Median Farm. With others on 28 May, 2 MFs in Median Farm SSSI fields, awaiting cloud clearing.”  

Russel Hobson: “A single Marsh Fritillary female at Median Farm Middle SAC field on Saturday (1st June) afternoon”. 

So far this year, MFs have been reported/recorded in 21 individual fields, which had no previous records for the species in recent times.  These are included 

in reports below but not all in precise detail, as many were an agreed adjunct to a 2018 habitat assessment commissioned by Carms CC to inform planning process 

and/or were on private or confidential sites. 
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Marsh Fritillary (cont.) 

Carmarthenshire MF (cont.) 

Table showing reports in Carmarthenshire – new sites (no reports in past 20 years) are highlighted in green 

Date 1km square Site/Locality Field detail within site Metapopulation 
No of 

sightings 
New 

field/site? 
Notes 

(records = BC team, unless stated) 

11 May SN3901 Pembrey Forest SN393015. Pembrey 1 N Wayne Jones via Twitter. 

15 May SN5712 Morfa 3 adults flying  Mynydd Mawr 3 N  

15 May SN5711 Ty llwyd Fach, Cwmgwili “Lots” - Amanda Mynydd Mawr Lots N  

15 May SN5712 Caeau Ffos Fach Top field of CFF Mynydd Mawr 1 N  

19 May SN6418 Trapp Banks of Afon Cennen. SN648188 Trapp 1 Y ? - Rob Parry & Lizzie Wilberforce 

19 May SN6813 Folland Road Rob & Lizzie’s garden. SN685137 Amman 1 n - Rob Parry & Lizzie Wilberforce 

20 May SN4907 Cynheidre meadows Best meadow in 2018 Mynydd Mawr 19 n RGS Timed count, 19 in 4 mins. 

20 May SN4906 Cynheidre meadows Habitat only in 2018. Mynydd Mawr 1 Y RGS 1 pristine female MF. 

20 May SN4907 Cynheidre meadows Good “glade” in 2018 Mynydd Mawr 5 n RGS Timed count, 5 in 5 mins. 

20 May SN4907 Cynheidre meadows First Glade n of track.  Mynydd Mawr 1 Y RGS Timed count, 1 fem in 4 mins. 

20 May SN4907 Cynheidre meadows Second Glade n of track.  Mynydd Mawr 5 Y RGS Timed count, 5 MFs flying together.  

20 May SN4907 Cynheidre meadows East of track. Good in 2018.  Mynydd Mawr 11 n RGS Timed count, 11 in 10 mins. 

20 May SN5006 Sylen Lakes Field topped in 2018.  Mynydd Mawr 8 n RGS Timed count, 8 in 12 mins. 

20 May SN5006 Ty Mawr - eastern Field topped in 2018.  Mynydd Mawr 6 n RGS Timed count, 6 in 15 mins. 

20 May SN5007 Glyn Sylen  Found webs in 2018. Mynydd Mawr Nil n Slightly cooler site.  

20 May SN41/4227 Llanpumsaint  Adults flying today.  Llanpumsaint  ? n RH info – detail to follow. 

21 May SN5209 Near Bont fawr 2 male MFS at lower part of site. Mynydd Mawr 2 Y  

21 May SN5209 Near Bont Fawr  1 poss MF, Forester moth Mynydd Mawr ? N New Forester site. 

21 May SN5011 Gwendraeth Meadows New site in Pontyberem (2 fields) Mynydd Mawr 9 Y Old pony meadows 

21 May SN5313 Private site in Drefach 1 poss MF Mynydd Mawr ? n Need to re-visit 

21 May SN4907 Cynheidre colliery spoil  Lone male photo’d at SN 493077. Mynydd Mawr 1 y Judy acquaintance. Little habitat – wanderer? 

22 May SN5413 Near Cwm  Private fields Mynydd Mawr nil n Found owner 

22 May SN5514 Near Bronwydd West of Llyn Llech Owain Mynydd Mawr 1 Y 1 male MF 

22 May SN5514 Near Bronwydd West of Llyn Llech Owain Mynydd Mawr 4 Y 4 male MF, lowest corner 

22 May SN5808 Llanedi  Fields near Bryntirion Mynydd Mawr 1 Y First record for 20 years? 

22 May SN6420 Near Trapp.  Debbie Greenish’s new field Trapp 1 Y Photo sent. Confirms poss web in 2018 

23 May SN7013 Ynys Dawela Regular site. Amman 4 n Isabel & Becky visit am 

23 May SN7013 Pen-waun-Ynys Field north of Ynys Dawela Amman 1 n RGS visit pm 

23 May SN7013 Footpath nw of Ynys D Footpath west from footpaths cross Amman 2 n RGS visit pm 

23 May SN6914 Private site Llandeilo Rd One big field – 6 acres Amman 17 n RGS visit. WTSWW/BC managed field. 
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Date 1km square Site/Locality Field detail within site Metapopulation 
No of 

sightings 
New 

field/site? 
Notes 

(records = BC team, unless stated) 

        

23 May SN6914 Private site Llandeilo Rd Field opposite field above Amman 1 Y Sheep 2 years ago, now gone.  

28 May SN5712 Median Farm Triangular SSSI field Mynydd Mawr 2 n Poor weather waiting for sun for other 

28 May SN4804 Cors Pum Heol Former WTSWW reserve Mynydd Mawr nil n Lease expired – very, very rank! 

28 May SN4416 Near Nantycaws Private site – good habitat Nant y Caws?  nil n Un-fertilized low intensity 

3 June  SN5507 Brynwithan Carms CC owned site in MM Project Mynydd Mawr 4 n AE/RK. First record since 2010. 

3 June SN5507 Rhos Cefn Bryn WTSWW reserve Mynydd Mawr 9 n AE/RK. Regular site 

5 June SN4704 Pant y gino, Five Roads Private smallholding Mynydd Mawr 5 Y First record for 20 + years.  

6 June SN6420 Near Trapp.  Debbie Greenish’s new field Trapp 2 Y Already new site from 22May. 

6 June SN6044 Cae Blaen Duffryn Plantlife reserve Harford ? 1 n Dave Bannister visit 

6 June SN5633 Pistyllgwyn Private smallholding Brechfa nil n DB visit. Not seen for couple of years 

6 June SN6914 Private site Llandeilo Rd Field opposite field above Amman 1 Y Poor weather – same as 23 May visit.   

6 June SN4710 Farm in Meinciau Low intensity wildlife farm Mynydd Mawr 189 Y First record for 20 + years. 6 new fields. 

? June SN5218 NBGW Single MF photographed nr Waun Las NNR. Capel Dewi ? 1 Y First record for > 20 years. 

? June SN4912 Tir Eithin, Bancffosfelin Record from owners, via Richard Pryce Mynydd Mawr 3 n Known low intensity site 

15 June SN6315 Off Glynhir Road East of Llandybie Amman 1 Y See notes below # 

15 June SN5929 Drefach Llanfynydd vicinity Llanfynydd 1 ? Awaiting precise location info 

 

Overall, the 2019 MF reports in Carmarthenshire brings total of apparently newly occupied fields in 2019 flight season plus larval web season to 14 such fields.  

 New fields with adult MFs found in 2019 in Mynydd Mawr metapopulation = 17 new fields 

 New fields with adult MFs found in 2019 in other Carms metapopulations =  4 new fields (Amman, Llanpumsaint and Trapp metapopulations) 

 

# This find of a freshly emerged male MF on 15 June may have great “technical” significance. It’s a bit “nerdy” for some but the way that is recognised for 
modelling metapopulations of MF in Wales, (Fowles, 2005) means that finding this site occupied appears to merge the Mynydd Mawr, Amman and Trapp 
metapopulations together into one giant MF metapopulation. We’ll do the GIS (Geographical Information Systems – digital mapping) work on it and advise further.    
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Marsh Fritillary (cont.) 

Ceredigion 

David Woolley reports (28/5): “Marsh frits were first on the wing at Llawrcwrt on 14th May, when there were 2 on the transect. A week later the count was 85. I 

have not done a count this week yet – too cold and dull today but hopes for the weekend. This compares with an annual index of 53 last year. Things are on the up”. 

Em Foot: “Just to let you know that there were marsh frits on the wing at Rhos Glyn yr Helyg on Tuesday 21st May”. 

Lindsey Applegate, via Facebook, reported a passing fresh Marsh Fritillary on 7th June at 800ft on a NW facing slope above Cellan, near Lampeter. This appears to 

be close to a previous record of 7 MFs in 1982 at SN6147. Lindsey did say they have a lot of DBS but never found webs yet.  So a new “recent” record.  
 

Heads of Valleys 

Paul Dunn on 21 May: “I visited Cwm Cadlan today. It was really beautiful. Saw thirty to forty Marsh Fritillary & three or four Narrow Bordered Bee Hawk Moth”. 

Ben Williams: “After being disappointed at the Bypass Fields I decided to go up to a private site in Hirwaun on Saturday 1st June.  The MFs up there were far more 

appreciative of our efforts and we counted 47 in 45 minutes (I was helped by owner’s grandson).  That site is really looking good”. After that I went up to Cwm  

Cadlan, originally to look for mayflies but I bumped into Paul Dunn and he had discovered Narrow Bordered Bee Hawkmoths flying about so there was a quick change 

of plan.  We managed to find one that had very recently emerged and filled our boots with photos.  We saw at least four individuals and I suspect there were more 

than that around the area.  There were also MFs flying around the site in good numbers; we would have seen at least 20.”   

RGS and Paul Dunn, went to Cwm Cadlan NNR afternoon of 3rd June to assess area where Narrow Bordered Bee Hawk Moth had been recorded by Paul recently. 

Nick Sharp: “On the MF front, we saw good numbers flying on the NRW-owned part of Woodland Park and Pontpren SSSI on an incidental visit there last Tuesday 

(28 May) – we didn’t do any formal count but numbers were somewhere in the region of Paul’s count for Cwm Cadlan I’d suggest which is positive as it’s not a huge 

area of habitat”. 

Nick Sharp on 3rd June: “I have some good news on the MF front in Hirwaun. There are two fields either side of the A4059 just up from the roundabout at Hirwaun 

where the habitat was very overgrazed and devoid of frits for many years? We were excited to see MF webs there last year and so we popped there last Thursday 

(30 May) to have a look for adults. We saw 18 MF on the field west of the road and 48 on the field east of the road so they seem to be doing well”. 

George Tordoff and Catherine Hammond had 8 MFs at Tir Mawr, SSSI in Llwydcoed on 6th June.  

 

Merionethshire 

Helen Bantock reports (3rd June): “I have just seen one Marsh Fritillary on Harlech Golf Course, where 7 webs were seen last autumn. There were no webs on the 

main NNR site last year so it is not surprising that Clare and I saw no adult Marsh Fritillaries there last week. We have not had permission to survey the lower 

Harlech Farm but looking over the fence it is overgrazed. The position in Harlech is very doubtful”. 
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Marsh Fritillary (cont.) 

Pembs 

David Redhead forwarded an e-mail from Peter Royle: “…. let you know that the Marsh Fritillaries were on the wing on Castlemartin Range yesterday (21 May) 

afternoon about three hundred metres along the track leading northeast from Linney Head We saw around a dozen individuals which looked very fresh and bright. 

Jane Stone, via Facebook, on 24 May: “This afternoon I went back to Puncheston Common and saw 4 Marsh Fritillaries this time; it was still overcast put there was 

the odd glimpse of sunshine. It was sunny at home, only 15 mins drive away, it's amazing how localised the weather is near Goodwick!”. 

John Steer: “Went to Common Bach on Monday (27th May). 4 Marsh Fritillary all at rest on ground. 

David Redhead (6 June): “Having spent the morning at the Moor Farm Marsh Fritillary site for a zero return John Steer & I arrived at Jeffreyston Pastures with 

low expectations. Within minutes of walking into the northernmost field of the SSSI we spotted our first Marsh Fritillary and within the next five minutes the 

total had risen to 6. When we eventually left, after a couple of hours of further searching, our total was a magnificent 52 (FIFTY-TWO). The Pembrokeshire  

records I hold show previous positive searches for the site produced 2 adults in 1996 when the SSSI was notified, 14 adults in 2004, 2 adults in 2008 and 2 adults 

in 2014. We found 46 in the northern field of the SSSI but only 3 in the southern field. I don't understand the extreme difference in the count for the two fields 

with the food-plant being ubiquitous in both although the average sward height in the southern one is lower. Thus the total for the SSSI was 49 with the other 3 

being seen in the two fields immediately to the east of the SSSI where the amount of foodplant is very much lower”. 
 

RCT (Rhondda valleys). 

Judy Burroughs came across a report by Phillip Leyshon on BC Wales’ website of an MF in the Rhondda valley on 28 May. It is now supported by a photograph. As 

there were scarcely any historical records from Rhondda valleys, the major 2001/3 habitat assessment of RCT excluded them. This seems to be the first “modern” 

MF record from there. However, small amounts of habitat have been noted since 2001/3, so it would be useful to visit some of these. If anyone would like to take 

that on, do please let me (Ed) know, as it could be very interesting. This most recent record is of a Marsh Frit in Ton Pentre, Rhondda Fawr at SS 965 949. They 

appear not to have been seen there before.  

 

Swansea, including Gower 

David Moore, via Facebook: “Marsh Fritillaries have emerged on Fairwood Common on the Gower. I saw 4 yesterday (16th June), all in mint condition”. 

Megan Jenkins, via Facebook, on 21 May: “Marsh Fritillaries at Welshmoor this afternoon”. 

David Moore, via Facebook: “Excellent numbers of Frits about on Fairwood Common right now. On Friday afternoon (31 May) I counted 75 Marsh and 39 Small 

Pearl Bordered Fritillaries in an hour and a half!” 

Paul Parsons, via Facebook, on 1st June: “Pengwern common, Gower today. 4 Marsh frits”. Neil Jones, via Facebook, on 8th June: “I took this (photo of MF) today at 

Welsh Moor on the Gower. I only saw 4 and they tended to nestle out of the wind in the tussocks”. 



To retain and respect confidentiality of precise sites and often extremely sensitive goodwill towards conservation efforts, some site descriptions are such as only to be 
recognisable to those already aware of each site’s location. Sites only have public access to extent shown on OS maps.  

Reminder: reports to Frits About, to Facebook and to Twitter are no substitute for actual records. However, county recorders are included in Frits About 
circulation list and will thus be alerted to look out for actual records in due course. Please therefore follow up in usual way. 
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Marsh Fritillary (cont.) 

Tonyrefail and South RCT  

Ben Williams on 21 May: “I went over to the Bypass Fields this morning and met Paul Denning; he had seen three males flying around and had photos.  I walked over 

the areas where he didn't go but none seen”.   

Paul Denning on 22nd May: “Just to let you know I found and photographed 3 Marsh Frits at Tynant common (ST07028491) this morning, which is a very pleasant 

surprise!” Ed – this is nearest record yet to the extensive Llantrisant Common (SSSI) only a km away, since early 1990s”.  

Ben Williams on 23rd May: “a wander over the Church Village bypass fields and I saw one solitary male MF.  He was doing about 70mph with the wind behind him”. 

Nick Sharp saw 1 MF on the Church Village Bypass fields on 25th May. 

Ben Williams on 30 May: “Church Village bypass fields: One lonely male MF and another which I suspect was a SPB.  Bit worrying I thought they would be out in 

greater numbers by now.  I saw that the cattle were back, although hiding from me”.  

 

Ystradgynlais metapopulation (including Ystradgynlais, Crynant & Seven Sisters) 

RGS on 23rd May: “Seven Sisters: The usual site beside forest road showed only 1 MF in an hour, so a quick check of a slightly lower, more sheltered site nearby 

(occupied first recent time last year) also revealed just one fresh individual. So no point wasting time here, moving on to... 

Cae Lynden (Gurnos-Ystradgynlais); the former football pitch, now a WTSWW reserve (after merger with BWT) gave a timed count of 15MFs in 13 mins, via a 

circuit from eastern entrance up towards northern entrance, then around lower part, back to start. It was hazy sun and so counts should be higher in better 

conditions. 

Pauline Hill (WTSWW): “18th May, I made a quick visit to Area 8 (of Nant Gyrlais site) after leading a walk.  It was chilly and overcast in the morning but 

brightened up at lunchtime for a while.  I counted 1 in a 15 minute walk round. 23rd May; a volunteer and I did a thorough walk around the reserve in about an hour 

and saw 37.  They were found in all parts of the reserve but most were in the central area and the northern end.  I may have seen a small pearl-bordered too but I 

didn't get a photo and cannot be certain.  I was focussing the camera when I realised it looked different but then if flew off! 6th June: I did a 15 min circuit of 

Area 8 around 11am and saw 5.  Steph walked diagonally through area 8 at about 2pm and thought she saw more than that.  There was a cool breeze blowing down 

the reserve so they were staying low and only flying up as we disturbed them. 

RGS (with Paul Dunn) paid a quick passing visit on 3rd June, to a private site just north of Rhos Common late afternoon, finding around 20 MFs in 30 mins, in cool and 

patchy sun. 

Catherine Tucker, via Facebook, on 10 June, sent a photo of an MF at what appears to be a new site along “old cart road, west of Treforgan”, close to southern 

end of Rhos Common.    

 



To retain and respect confidentiality of precise sites and often extremely sensitive goodwill towards conservation efforts, some site descriptions are such as only to be 
recognisable to those already aware of each site’s location. Sites only have public access to extent shown on OS maps.  

Reminder: reports to Frits About, to Facebook and to Twitter are no substitute for actual records. However, county recorders are included in Frits About 
circulation list and will thus be alerted to look out for actual records in due course. Please therefore follow up in usual way. 
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4. Dark Green Fritillary (DGF) – 2 new reports 
 

Bridgend 

Mike Clark had DGF flying at Kenfig on 8th June. And on 14th June: “Good numbers of DGF showing at Kenfig today”.  
 

Vale of Glamorgan 

George Tordoff found the larva in 

this photo on 1st May whilst we were 

looking for HBF caterpillars – just 

3mm in length and on a north-facing 

slope in Alun Valley! 

George Tordoff on 10 June: “T-shirt 

weather at Pembrey Forest today, 

and I saw my first 'big frits' of the 

year in the form of two Dark Green 

Fritillaries. Both were nectaring on 

Red Clover, which always seems a 

favourite of this species”.   

Paul Dunn reports on 15 June: “DGF 

now flying on the Ewenny side 

(private land east of river).  

 

 

Dark Green Fritillary larva, Alun 
Valley: George Tordoff 



To retain and respect confidentiality of precise sites and often extremely sensitive goodwill towards conservation efforts, some site descriptions are such as only to be 
recognisable to those already aware of each site’s location. Sites only have public access to extent shown on OS maps.  

Reminder: reports to Frits About, to Facebook and to Twitter are no substitute for actual records. However, county recorders are included in Frits About 
circulation list and will thus be alerted to look out for actual records in due course. Please therefore follow up in usual way. 
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5. High Brown Fritillary (HBF) – 7 new reports 
 

 

Andrea Rowe sent us this photo of Pant St Brides 

from 1985, presumably taken from Railway 

Terrace, looking north from chestnut trees 

towards Pant Quarry and beyond. The immediate 

left hand foreground is now, 24 years later, two 

thirds scrub or secondary woodland, apart from 

the habitat sub-sites which we’ve been 

successfully restoring during the last three 

winters. Indeed George Tordoff found an HBF 

caterpillar there on 1st May this year, during a 

habitat assessment of our restoration work, the 

first known HBF larva find in Pant St Brides. Liz 

Felton then found another one nearer Pant 

Quarry later the same day.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



To retain and respect confidentiality of precise sites and often extremely sensitive goodwill towards conservation efforts, some site descriptions are such as only to be 
recognisable to those already aware of each site’s location. Sites only have public access to extent shown on OS maps.  

Reminder: reports to Frits About, to Facebook and to Twitter are no substitute for actual records. However, county recorders are included in Frits About 
circulation list and will thus be alerted to look out for actual records in due course. Please therefore follow up in usual way. 
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5. High Brown Fritillary (HBF) (cont.) 

Following a field meeting of HBF site management practitioners from across UK in Heddon Valley on 

Exmoor in April this year, where 5 HBF larvae were found mostly 10mm to 12mm in length, Paul Dunn 

in particular has spent a lot of time looking for them on Old Castle Down. Mike Clark, George 

Tordoff, Liz Felton & RGS have also tried to assist. This has resulted in finds of larvae in four 

locations where not previously found – indeed separate 4 sub-sites. This activity is carried out under 

our NRW HBF licence incidentally. Clearly, the larvae found were well behind those found at Exmoor 

site, being roughly half the size up to a fortnight later. 

Indeed, Paul was near Barnstaple last week and called at Heddon site, finding the first three HBF 

males flying so far this year. One of Paul’s photos is to the right.  

 

As of 12 June, no large fritillaries have been noted in Alun valley and we don’t expect them for at 

least another week.  

 
 

 

 

 

6. Silver-washed Fritillary (SWF) – no reports  
 

 

This newsletter was compiled from reports received up from midnight on 11th March 2019 to mid-morning on 17th June 2019 but do keep reports coming 

in and I’ll compile and pass newsletter on to BC Wales office as soon as enough received or to suit their dates. Many thanks to all contributors and 

apologies, if I’ve missed any out!   

 

Richard Smith, 17th June 2019. 

High Brown Fritillary, Devon: Credit Paul Dunn 


