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Editorial Note
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Mike Gasson
During my brief time editing the Newsletter it has become apparent that there is 

something of a mismatch in the material used for the spring and autumn issues. The former 
has tended to be dominated by regular reports and invariably has more material than can 
be accommodated in our maximum of 36 pages. In contrast, autumn usually struggles 
to get to 32 pages. Despite there generally being less material overall in autumn, there is 
more potential to make good use of the limited colour pages available to us and more space 
to include reports from members. In this issue I have tried to address this imbalance by 
adding an extra internal colour sheet, which will probably mean that the spring newsletter 
will be predominantly text reports in keeping with its established contents. There are 
some interesting member contributions in this newsletter and in future there should be 
better opportunities to include your reports and photographs in addition to the range of 
established and important branch articles. In the last newsletter I was unable to include the 
usual first and last table of butterfly sightings, as well as a contribution from Julian Bull on 
the UKBMS 40th Anniversary Symposium, but both are in this issue. 

Looking forward it will be good to get more articles and photography from members’ 
butterfly adventures. It is pleasing to see a range of these here, from both local observations 
of importance and from trips further afield. I was interested to learn that all of the images 
accompanying Joe Harkness’s piece on Clouded Yellows were taken on a mobile phone! 
Although not perfectly sharp, they nicely illustrate an interesting observation. You will see 
that several of the colour sheets have sets of four landscape images which of course should 
be viewed sideways. I mention this as at first sight it can look as if the photos have been 
added the wrong way round. This is the best way to get big images of multiple landscape 
photographs, which tend to dominate butterfly photography, in the newsletter’s A5 format. 

Chairman’s Notes

Judy Dunmore
Firstly, a warm welcome to all new members; I hope some of you came along to 

our Members’ Afternoon and if not will be able to join us at one of our winter indoor 
meetings. This summer we have experienced arguably better weather than of late with 
more butterflies of some species being seen. However, Common Blue had a very poor first 
brood and Holly Blue were scarce in their second brood. Against that there have been lots 
of Red Admirals about to round off the summer. The two Purple Emperors at Sheringham 
Park caused some excitement; we all need to search closely next year. Andy will have a full 
round up in the Spring Newsletter but in the meantime, he needs you all to send in your 
records.

In March 14 members turned out to do some management work at Leziate for the 
Dingy Skipper. A check later in the season showed that the hard work had paid off but 
unfortunately the owner of this site is having security issues and it seems unlikely we will 
be allowed to do any more work there in the near future. To mark the 50th Anniversary of 
Butterfly Conservation there is to be a National Work Day on 10th March 2018 when we 
intend to do some work on the Cut-off Channel. I hope lots of you will be able to come 
along,



5

Our Field Trips and Moth Events were all extremely well attended this summer and 
in general the weather was much more co-operative. More detailed reports are included 
elsewhere. Thanks to Andy Brazil the Branch received a grant of £550 from the Norse 
Community Fund to upgrade our projection equipment. Using some of our designated 
funds we have also purchased a new laptop and some speakers. These items will greatly 
improve presentations at indoor meetings. We were also fortunate to be accepted by 
Waitrose at Swaffham as one of the charities receiving money from their bag scheme. The 
£380 received will be put to good use.

Over 90 people attended our Members’ afternoon and AGM at Hethersett. We were 
treated to an extremely entertaining talk entitled The Wonder of Butterflies by the author 
Patrick Barkham. He finished off talking about his attempts to breed Death’s Head Hawk 
Moth for his children, causing much amusement. The standard of photographs entered for 
the competition was extremely high; it was particularly pleasing to see one entered by a 
young enthusiast who attended the meeting with her parents. Following refreshments of 
homemade cake and tea, there was a short AGM. As is usual for our AGM, as Chairman 
I gave an overview of the year rather than asking each Officer to speak. This kept to a 
minimum the business part of the afternoon.  During the year, for personal reasons, Karen 
Husband had to stand down as Membership Secretary and I had been covering the role in 
the short term. Julian Bull stood aside as Wider Countryside Officer after last year’s AGM 
and Alan Dawson had taken this under his wing for the time being. Fay Jones had joined 
the committee intending to take on the Events Organiser role but had then stood aside due 
to personal commitments. This left a number of roles vacant. 

It was extremely pleasing to find that, following a request in one of the ‘round robin’ 
monthly emails I had sent out in place of Karen, two members had answered my plea 
for more help. During the afternoon a further two people came forward and volunteered 
to join the committee. Jennifer Griffiths is taking over the Membership role and Heather 
Goody, Christian King and Jane Uglow have joined; their specific roles will be determined 
in the course of time. I am delighted that we have some new blood and look forward to 
them bringing new ideas to the table. The Accounts (included in this Newsletter) had been 
circulated. As these are now audited by Head Office there was no need to adopt them but 
members were invited to ask questions. During the year the Committee had failed to find 
anyone willing to take over the role of Branch Chair and Branch Organiser so I had agreed 
to continue but with the proviso that I cut back on my workload.

The afternoon was rounded off with a presentation by our Regional Officer, Sharon 
Hearle. She detailed some of the projects she has been involved with recently and those 
coming up in the future. A large project involving many conservation bodies due to start 
shortly includes part of the Norfolk Brecks and the Cut-Off Channel. It is anticipated 
that there will be some Branch involvement to support the work Sharon will be doing. 
The audience showed considerable interest in the work being done in conjunction with 
the Forestry Commission in the Brecks and also elsewhere where a scheme is underway 
to introduce Chequered Skippers in Northants. The afternoon was rounded off with the 
announcement of the competition winners and a presentation of his latest book ‘Islander’ 
by Patrick Barkham. If you were not able to join us on this occasion I hope that you will 
make an effort to come along next year.  The date will be around the same time; full details 
will be in the Spring Newsletter.

Part of the cost of printing this newsletter has very kindly been donated in memory of Mr 
John Edgar Mallett, originally of Stiffkey. The extra costs incurred to print colour pages have 
once again been kindly donated by Roland Rogers.
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Field Trips and Events 2018
When organising the field trips we take every care to ensure that our events present no 
greater hazard than any other countryside walk. However please note the following:
Clothing – generally stout shoes are needed, a sun hat and sun screen are advisable in hot 
weather; insect repellent can be useful.
Refreshments – bring plenty of liquids in hot weather and a packed lunch where 
appropriate.
Weather – if the forecast is poor, contact the leader to check if the event is going ahead.

Friday December 1st – 7.30pm United Reform Church, Ipswich Road, Norwich
Members Open Evening - a chance to show your butterfly, moth and wildlife photos and 
videos (sound available) from 2017. A max of 30 photos or 10 minutes video please to give 
everyone a chance. However, you may bring along extra blocks and we will show if there is 
time. The Hall is south of the ring road, access via Lyhart Road.  
Postcode NR4 6QR - see website for map. 
Contact: Ann Carpenter   01508 488337     

Wednesday 3rd January – 7.30 pm Blakeney Scout Hut
Members Open Evening, a chance to show your butterfly, moth and other wildlife photos 
from 2017. A laptop, digital projector and microphone will be available.
Postcode NR25 7PQ – see website for map
Contact: Greg Bond  Tel: 01263 579520

Wednesday 7th March – 7.30pm at Blakeney Scout Hut HQ
‘Putting the history back into natural history’ - An illustrated talk by Andy Brazil
Postcode NR25 7PQ – see website for map
Contact: Andy Brazil  Tel: 01603 920584

Saturday March 10th – Work Party near Wretton
See article on page 34 for details

Friday 23rd March – 7.30pm United Reform Church, Ipswich Road, Norwich
‘A Greek Odessey - Butterflies of Northern Greece.’ An illustrated talk by Ann Carpenter
The Hall is south of the ring road, access via Lyhart Road.  
Postcode NR4 6QR - see website for map
Contact: Ann Carpenter Tel: 01508 488337

Wednesday 2nd May – 7.30pm at Blakeney Scout Hut HQ
‘A Greek Odessey - Butterflies of Northern Greece.’ An illustrated talk by Ann Carpenter
Postcode NR25 7PQ – see website for map
Contact: Judy Dunmore  Tel: 01263 822550

Tuesday 15th May – Field Trip to Foulden Common 10.30am
Target species Dingy and Grizzled Skipper.
Directions: From Mundford take the A134 Downham Market road then right to Foulden, 
past Didlington Hall and left into Foulden village. Drive through the village to a T-junction 
and turn left towards Oxborough. The road bends round to the left and there is limited 
parking on the left at the entrance to the Common at TF7640 0003. It would be helpful if 
people could share lifts to keep cars to a minimum but there is more parking on wide farm 
tracks about 500m further down the road.
Contact: Ann Carpenter  Tel: 01508 488337
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The UKBMS 40th Anniversary Symposium
Julian Bull

On Saturday, November 12th  2016 I attended this meeting at CEH Wallingford, after 
a rather tediously wet journey from King’s Lynn. I met up with several people whom I 
knew from Monk’s Wood where I worked for a while as a volunteer before it closed, and 
Jeremy Thomas whom I was at school with. As is usual at these occasions the various talks 
did not disappoint. 

The first was by Ernie Pollard who instigated the UKBMS at Monk’s Wood in 
1973. After various trials the scheme was rolled out with 34 sites in 1976. By then it had 
become apparent that they had hit upon a scheme which was simple enough for volunteers 
to carry out but was powerful enough to provide accurate and consistent information, not 
previously available, which was an excellent way of monitoring our insect fauna.

Tom Brereton took up the story from there. During the 80’s and 90’s BC became 
increasingly involved and in 2005 their scheme was fully integrated with the UKBMS.  
In 2009 the WCBS was launched. The enormous data set which has resulted today, with 
2436 sites being monitored, is now fully respected by the scientific community and has 
influenced conservation policy at government level, agri-environment schemes and our 
response to climate change.

The next talk, by Keith Porter, elaborated on these ideas, pointing out our successes, 
highlighting the importance of SSSIs and the fact that several species might now be extinct 
in Britain had it not been for this work. We now need to give the same attention to common 
and widespread species as we have to the habitat-specialists. 

After an excellent buffet lunch, Marc Botham, of CEH Wallingford, told us how 
phenology has already been considerably affected by climate change during the lifetime 
of the UKBMS. Tom Oliver highlighted the effect of droughts on butterfly populations. 
Generally populations suffer during droughts but recover at varying rates depending on the 
species and other factors.  If the recovery rate is too slow to have restored the population 
before the next drought, it will be at risk of a terminal decline. Droughts are now 
increasing in frequency and severity, the classic case being the summer of 1976, which 
may have been a tipping point for some species.

Chris Thomas (brother of Jeremy) talked eloquently, elaborating on butterflies’ 
response to climate change, and pointing out how complicated the situation is. After a tea 
break, Jeremy Thomas, also an architect of the UKMBS, talked about the contribution 
of UKBMS to conservation. In particular, with reference to grazing and sward height, 
of crucial concern to his iconic work on the large blue. Chris van Swaay, from the 
Netherlands, told us how the UKBMS is spreading in Europe and elsewhere, with transects 
now in 22 countries. The UKBMS does not lend itself well to some situations for example 
in the tropics, where other methods give better results. 

David Roy, also of CEH Wallingford, suggested some hopes for the future. Some 
species from the Continent may manage to colonise or re-colonise the UK. Improved 
techniques in data capture and computerised analysis, and greater collaboration with other 
agencies and countries may help us to face the many challenges of the future. Finally 
Martin Warren rounded off a most enjoyable day with some concluding remarks.
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Silver-studded Blue 2017 Season
Alan Dawson

This was my first year coordinating the Silver-studded Blue data for Norfolk, 
following Mandy Gluth’s decision to step down from the post. Many thanks to Mandy 
for all her work over many years, championing these lovely butterflies and helping to 
secure their long-term future in Norfolk. I am afraid that in comparison my efforts will be 
extremely modest.

This year, in contrast to 2016, was a very early year – my first sighting, much to my 
surprise, was at Buxton Heath on 3rd June, then they were seen at East Ruston on 5th June.  
They had more or less disappeared by the last week of July, so the season overall was about 
two weeks earlier than 2016.

Kelling Heath – once again John Wagstaff did a wonderful job at Kelling, both in 
terms of recording and in looking after the site and guiding its management so sensitively. 
Sadly, the sighting of Silver-studded Blues on Telegraph Hill in 2016 was not repeated this 
year. However, they were seen for the first time in an area just north of the car park, an 
area that had been cleared in the winter of 2015/16. As ever, many thanks to John and the 
Kelling Heath Trustees for looking after the site.

East Ruston Common – Darrell Yaxley and Stephanie Anderson have taken over the 
recording for this site. In addition, Stephanie and her husband have set up a full UKBMS 
transect so that we now have two measures of the population and two UKBMS transects 
having Silver-studded Blues. The site index for Silver-studded Blue on the transect for 
2017 was 346 (note that the way the site index is calculated is different from a total count, 
so the numbers can look quite different). Thank you to the recorders and to Natural England 
for site management

Buxton Heath – As usual we recorded the Silver-studded Blues on the UKBMS 
single species transect. We also did some rather informal surveying of a wider area of the 
Heath.  This year the species has spread from its stronghold along the northern path of the 
Heath and the parallel ride in the Forestry Commission section, coming a long way south 
down the main North-South path. We even found some just East of the car park.  They are 
now spread over such a wide area that total count has become very difficult, and we are 
relying on the Site Index from the transect to follow the population. Thank you to NWT, 
Forestry Commission and the Buxton Heath Wildlife Group for their work looking after the 
site.

Cawston Heath and Reversion Field – Sadly, despite Mike Wright’s best efforts, 
there were no sightings this year.  

The table below shows a summary of the peak counts (Site Index in the case of 
Buxton Heath – as in the previous years). Overall the numbers are extremely similar to last 
year

PEAK COUNT SUMMARY
Site 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017

Kelling Heath 163 562 324 303 339 325
Buxton Heath 214 422 249 211 403 393

East Ruston Common 47 204 160 231 252 248
Cawston Heath Reversion 0 5 2 7 5 0



9

Sunday May 7th Whitwell Common
Butterfly Conservation Norfolk branch once again assisted the trustees in opening 

moth traps during their Open day on Sunday May 7th. Some twenty people attended, drawn 
equally no doubt by the prospect of interesting moths and bacon rolls! In any event the 
various traps yield about 90 moths of 19 species, the highlights being the nationally scarce 
Maiden’s Blush and Flame Wainscot.
Friday June 9th Dersingham Bog 

For the first time ever one of our events was marred by apparent vandalism of the 
traps set by reserve staff the night before. Fifteen or so people saw the one remaining 
trap opened – of the 20 moths of 15 species probably the most interesting was the micro 
Coleophora laricella Larch Case-bearer, which given the quality of the site was a pity.

Chalkhill Blues at Wareham Camp, 2017

Moth Events 2017

Alan Dawson
We continued the annual survey of Chalkhill Blues at Warham Camp again this 

year. Over the last few years, the colony has been through a bit of a ‘boom and bust’ cycle 
(see the table below) and this year we had very little idea of what to expect, given the 
precipitous decline in numbers between 2015 and 2016. Unfortunately, in terms of the 
timing of the survey we had rather little flexibility due to the availability of personnel – to 
keep the count comparable with previous years we needed 5 people, so that the ‘recording 
effort’ was the same. Also, we had very little information this year about the flight time 
from people who had visited the site. We finally managed to organise a visit on 4th 
August, a bit earlier than previous years. The first thing to say is that, while last year the 
vegetation on the banks of the camp was very long and overgrown, this year things were 
back to normal with a beautiful short sward and lots of flowers. The second thing was that 
the weather that day was not what one would choose for a butterfly survey. It was cloudy 
and windy, so as expected the butterflies were keeping a low profile, many of them being 
counted while perched rather than flying. We are fairly sure, therefore, that the number we 
recorded was a substantial under-estimate of the true picture.

2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Males 22 220 853 1382 6133 2422 2044 220 145

Females 2 20 71 94 892 341 195 27 13
Total 24 240 924 1476 7025 2763 2239 247 158

The ratio of males/females of approximately 10/1 suggests, on the basis of past 
figures, that we were not too far off the peak flight-time. However, Derek Longe went on 
another visit to the site 10 days later and single-handedly counted 126 males and 9 females, 
which, allowing for the difference in the number of people counting, may actually represent 
an increase compared to our count on 4th August. Whatever the ‘true’ number may be, it 
is clear that the population this year was not enormously different to that in 2016, so that 
hopefully the numbers have stabilised following the great crash of 2016.

In previous years there have been sightings of Chalkhill Blues at Cranwich Camp 
and at Ringstead Down. We have not so far had any sightings in 2017 other than the ones at 
Warham – unless anyone out there knows differently!
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Fig. 1: Moth trap opening at Abbey Farm in June.
Fig. 2: Silver Hook and Sallow Kitten from Catfield Open Day.

Fig. 3:Butterbur, 22nd Aug 2017 Overstrand (see Moths Matter on page 28).
Fig. 4: Blue-bordered Carpet from Foxley Wood.

Photos by Derek Longe (Fig. 1), Greg Bond (Figs. 2 & 3) & Mike Gasson (Fig. 4)

Sunday June18th Moths at Catfield Fen 
Thanks to the RSPB who put out seven traps around the Fen the night before the 

substantial crowd saw most of the 142 species recorded in unusually warm and favourable 
weather. Numbers of some species of Wainscot were so great that we stopped counting 
showing what the site supports. Highlights were numerous but included several rare micro 
moths, Dentated Pug, Silver Hook, Oblique Carpet, Alder and Sallow Kitten, Dotted 
Footman, Minor Shoulder Knot and Double Dart.
Sunday 2nd July Abbey Farm Flitcham

We were invited to set traps at Abbey Farm near Flitcham as part of their open day, 
a new site for us and one considered to have enormous potential. Because this came about 
late in the day we weren’t able to publicise the event but good numbers of individuals 
and families dropped by to see the traps being opened. Over 130 species were recorded, 
highlights being five species of hawkmoths, always popular with children and for the 
aficionados, Ghost Moth, Lilac Beauty, Four-dotted and Red-necked Footman and Royal 
Mantle.
Monday July 17th Foxley Wood 

Running moth traps in ancient woodland is always potentially exciting and so it 
proved when we opened the six traps put out by volunteers the night before. Twenty or 
more attended the trap opening, many of whom went on to record substantial numbers 
of butterflies around the rides and clearings of this NWT reserve. We recorded about 140 
species of moth, including the fourth county record of Endothenia ustulana , Blue-bordered 
Carpet, Olive and Minor Shoulder-knot.
Wednesday July 19th Moth event Lynford Arboretum/Lakes. 

Somewhat unusually for this near annual event the weather overnight was kind, 
resulting in a decent catch of 115 species from five traps. Unfortunately the forecast was 
less than favourable so numbers of people attending were quite low but they did go on to 
record Hummingbird Hawkmoth and Tawny Wave between showers afterwards. Highlights 
from the traps were Waved Black, Barred Hook-tip, Clay Triple-lines and Kent Black 
Arches.
Wednesday 2nd August Moth event Holme 

About twenty people met at the NOA reserve at Holme where 3 traps had been run 
overnight.  Some decent localised moths were recorded with several scarce micros being 
the highlight.
Cley NWT.

We held a number of events jointly with Norfolk Wildlife Trust at Cley this summer, 
some general and some with children specifically in mind. Numbers of people attending 
varied but they were generally successful. One specific event worth mentioning was the 
North Norfolk Bioblitz on 22nd July when the fine weather helped boost numbers of species 
across the board, not repeated the next day at Holkham where wind and rain meant moth 
numbers were well down.
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Kiri Stuart-Clarke
After overnight rain showers, the sun came out and warmer than forecast 

temperatures augured well for our first butterfly spotting field trip of 2017. We went to 
the Cut-off Channel in Stoke Ferry on Sunday 14th May this year led by BCS field trip 
organiser Ann. Our principal target butterflies were the scarce Grizzled Skipper and the 
unfortunately named Dingy Skipper, both threatened regional “Priority Action Plan” 
species that have been in long term decline. 

As the good sized group of 20 gathered, we were greeted by a small flock of 
migratory garden warblers in the shrub. Along with the Grizzled and Dingy Skippers, 
other early flying species on our radar included newly emerging Common Blues, cheery 
Brimstones, diminutive Green Hairstreaks and colourful nymph family butterflies such as 
Peacocks and Red Admirals.  

Our first spot this year was of a Small Copper, which seemed to be out in good 
numbers as we saw seven over the course of our walk. We hadn’t walked much further 
along the Cut-off Channel before the first Brimstone zoomed past at top speed and sightings 
were made of a Brown Argus and Cinnabar moth. 

We noticed with some concern that the banks of the Cut-off Channel were much more 
overgrown with bramble this year and started to wonder if we might struggle to find our 
target Skipper species. Fortunately, soon after we spotted two Grizzled Skippers at once! 
We continued hopefully, serenaded by the cooing of now rare turtle doves in the willows. 
Along the way we enjoyed plentiful views of Orange-tips, Peacocks and Green-veined 
Whites.

Despite the breeze, on the banks at the far end of the channel a good number of 
us enjoyed lingering sightings of more checkered Grizzled Skippers including females 
ovipositing amongst patches of wild strawberries, a preferred host plant for their 
caterpillars. Dingy Skippers, however, were nowhere to be seen, despite experienced eagle 
eyes in our group.

By the end of our walk our sightings tally had reached ten Grizzled Skippers (three 
fewer than last year) and ten butterfly species overall as well as at least three moth species, 
including several cinnabars and a carpet moth. We also enjoyed lovely views of electric 
blue coloured Banded Demoiselles, Large-red Damselflies, Common and Blue-tailed 
damselflies. A highlight of the day for a few of the group was spotting a basking grass 
snake! We were glad to spot a new Common Blue and Red Admiral which were not seen 
last year but missed the sight of Green Hairstreaks, Holly Blues, Small Whites and of 
course the Dingy Skipper.

Stoke Ferry Butterfly Field Trip May 2017

Figs. 1 & 2: Grizzled Skipper nectaring on wild strawberry.
Fig. 3: Small copper perched on wild strawberry flower. 

Fig. 4: Brown Argus perched on bramble leaf.



John Geeson
The UK range of Chequered Skipper Carterocephalus palaemon is confined to a few 

sites in Western Scotland in the old county of Argyll. In recent years, Glasdrum Wood on 
the shores of Loch Creran has established itself as the best and easiest site to see this very 
localised butterfly. When my friend Sue Bryan and I planned a short birding trip to the 
Isle of Mull, we selected the date and allowed sufficient time to visit Glasdrum to try for 
this species, which was new for both of us, and for me the only breeding butterfly which 
I had not seen in Britain. The small reserve is 27km NE of Oban, where there is a huge 
choice of accommodation; it is well signed from the roundabout at the north end of the 
bridge over Loch Creran on the A826 Oban to Fort William road; the entrance to the small 
car park is c.4km along the north shore of the loch (GR: NN 002455).  From the car park, 
a short stepped path leads left to a long clearing under a line of power cables which cuts 
through the mixed deciduous wood, and the butterflies can be seen from the indistinct (and 
potentially boggy) track under the cables.

After a long overnight drive, our arrival on the morning of June 1st was greeted 
by overcast skies and intermittent light rain. The singing Garden Warblers and Willow 
Warblers did their best to raise our spirits, a few day-flying moths - Silver-ground Carpets, 
Common Carpets, Brown Silver-lines - were fluttering in the wet vegetation, but not a 
single butterfly was to be found. With the conditions deteriorating, frustrated, we returned 
to Oban for lunch, to find our accommodation, and to re-book the Mull ferry to a later 
sailing to make use of the “promised” improvement in conditions from lunchtime on the 
following day. The 2nd again dawned dull and damp, and an hour back at Glasdrum was 
unrewarded. We decided that we would go birding until things improved, and while we 
were enjoying and photographing a singing Wood Warbler, a forester told us of another 
site for our target – c.8km beyond Glasdrum at the end of the road up Glen Creran. Sure 
enough as the skies lightened, beside an area of clear-fell on the “Pine Marten Trail” – Oh 
Joy! – a fine male posed for photographs.

Buoyed with enthusiasm, back at Glasdrum in sunshine, we were soon enjoying 
Chequered Skippers and Small Pearl-bordered Fritillaries Boloria selene in profusion, 
and both species were quite oblivious to us and our cameras as they nectared on Marsh 
Thistles along the path. We were again fortunate to bump into a very helpful lady carrying 
out a butterfly transect on behalf of Butterfly Conservation; many Fritillaries were skilfully 
netted (and released unharmed), but we could find no Pearl-bordered B.euphrosyne. 
Apparently the latter species had emerged a week before their “small” cousins and may 
have gone over. The peak count of Chequered Skippers on this transect, a week or so 
before our visit, was 130. Beside the trail were a good show of Heath Spotted Orchids 
Dactylorchis maculata, and we also saw a couple of impressive Golden-ringed Dragonflies 
Cordulegaster boltonii hunting along the clearing.

The best time to visit is probably the last week in May or the first week in June, and 
an earlier visit should improve chances of seeing both Fritillaries. Glasdrum is a long way 
(c. 800km/500m) from Norfolk, so checking on recent sightings and selecting a period of 
settled weather, so often fickle in western Scotland, is necessary – sunshine is essential!

Glasdrum Wood: In search of Chequered Skippers

Chequered Skipper Carterocephalus palaemon 
Photos by John Geeson 
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Richard Stewart
On 29th July 2016 my wife and I visited this rich and varied habitat, on a day mainly 

of cloud but with a few sunny periods. My best ever day total of butterfly species is twenty 
eight but that was on the North Downs with specialist species such as Silver-spotted 
Skipper and Adonis Blue which don’t occur in East Anglia. I have never managed even 
twenty in Norfolk. 

We quickly walked through the traffic along Lady Ann’s Drive and thankfully 
branched off left along a quiet lane with a mix of habitats and plenty of nectar sources. 
The prevailing cloud limited our tally to just two species, Ringlet and Red Admiral, but 
close to the first bird hide, as we turned right along the walkway towards the beach, the sun 
suddenly came on. This immediately increased our species, with White Admiral feeding 
on bramble, then Holly Blue, Gatekeeper, Comma and, perhaps most welcome of all, a 
single Wall, the first of our year. Common darters balanced on the handrails as we moved 
along but the sun went in again as we started to explore the extensive dune system. We 
soon added Grayling, Brown Argus, Meadow Brown, a pristine Painted Lady, Peacock and 
several Common Blues close to birdsfoot trefoil, their larval food plant. 

The area around a large clump of sea buckthorn is usually good for many species, 
often nectaring on ragwort, and around here we found five Dark-green Fritillaries, past their 
best condition but still flying strongly. Our lunch break was enriched by a kestrel, Cinnabar 
moths on nearby ragwort, a large mixed party of blue tits and long-tailed tits, while we 
also disturbed a hare which quickly bounded off into the nearby pines. By then we had 
also added Small White and Small Skipper, giving a total so far of sixteen species, not bad 
considering we had only about twenty seconds of sunshine while exploring these dunes. 

Things got much better though after we moved through the adjoining pines and back 
to the lane, but much further along. The sun came out and more importantly stayed out. 
Here both fleabane and hemp agrimony were attracting butterflies and we soon added a 
pair of Large Skippers and one Essex Skipper. Two to go for the twenty total and at the 
traditional elm dominated site we for once managed to locate White-letter Hairstreaks 
moving in the canopy. My wife Marie had the additional comfort of viewing them from a 
nearby seat, made from recycled materials. With these hairstreaks active it was no surprise 
to soon find Purple Hairstreaks, including some around the last oak at the far end of the 
lane. By then we had also seen Large and Green-veined White, making a very satisfying 
total of twenty two species. 

In previous years we had also seen Speckled Wood, Small Copper and Small 
Tortoiseshell and email correspondence with Andy Brazil increased the all-time list to 
thirty two, adding Clouded Yellow, Green Hairstreak, Small Heath, Brimstone, Orange Tip, 
Silver-washed fritillary and a Silver-studded Blue, the last mentioned being accepted by 
a predecessor as County Recorder. This makes Holkham NNR just about the best Norfolk 
site for a wide variety of species, comparable to Beeston Common, though the latter did 
once have both Dingy and Grizzled Skippers. 

Butterflies At Holkham National Nature Reserve

Small Pearl-bordered Fritillaries Boloria selene (see article on page 14)
Photos by John Geeson 



                                                                2016/17                                        2015/16
INCOME                                               £                        £                        £                        £

Subscriptions 4,298 3,636
Donations 1,995 1,046
Interest 82 39
Catfield Fen Reserve

Donation -- 35
Sales at Events 286 310
VAT Refund 31 6
Fundraising 100 163
Refreshments 19 40
      6,811      5,275

                                                               
EXPENDITURE

Catfield Fen Management 667 850
Newsletter 2,201 2,089
Cost of Sales Goods 220 117
VAT Paid 26 16
Office Expenses 288 322
Publicity --- 48
Travel Expenses -Conservation ---  57
                            -Events 302 264
                            -Surveys 59 25
Insurance --- --
Equipment 195      59
Repair of Equipment at Kelling ---  500
AGM Lecturer’s Fee 95                                                 --
Room Hire for Meetings 1500                                            115
Fund-raising Expenses                          50                 4,253                    -               4,462

SURPLUS(DEFICIT) FOR YEAR                        2,558                                           813

BUTTERFLY CONSERVATION NORFOLK BRANCH

Income and Expendature Accounts for the Year Ended 31st March 2017

A more detailed version of these accounts is available from the Treasurer on request.

These accounts have been independently examined and approved.
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                                                                 2016/17                                      2015/16
CURRENT ASSETS                             £                        £                        £                       £

Stock for Sale 420 452
Debtors 5 73
Prepayments 325 85
Current Account at Bank 8,373 5,916 
Deposit Account  ----10,000 10,039 
Cash Float                                          40                19,163                 40               16,605

CURRENT LIABILITIES

Creditors                    -                                         - 

TOTAL NET ASSETS                                               19,163                                      16,605

ACCUMULATED FUND

Balance brought forward 1st April 2016 16,605 15,792

Surplus(Deficit) for year 2,558  813

Balance carried forward 31st March 2017 19,163 16,605
                                                               
FINANCIAL RESERVES POLICY

The Committee has determined that most of the Accumulated Fund will be allocated as follows:-

                                                                                                     £                                 £
Reserve against reduction in income (6 months’

estimated expenditure) 2,000

Restricted Reserves:                                                                                                    nil

Designated Reserves:
Provision for support to Norfolk Moth Survey 250
Dingy & Grizzled Skipper Conservation Project 6,000
Purchase of Projector & Laptop 1,000
Provision for Repair of Machinery at Kelling Heath 600
Leaflet for new members 700
Replacement Outboard Motor for Workboat 2,000
V-moth Survey in Breckland 1,500
Information Board at Catfield Fen Reserve (2 bequests) 1,246 13,296

 15,296
Roland Rogers
Treasurer

BUTTERFLY CONSERVATION NORFOLK BRANCH

Balance Sheet as at 31st March 2017
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Joe Harkness
On the 11th of August 2017, I drove to a local site in the Wensum Valley that I am 
privileged to have access to. The whole location is relatively undisturbed and this has 
allowed a natural wildflower meadow to grow, which had been yielding a good range 
of common butterflies. As I pulled up to the access gate my eyes were drawn to a bright 
yellow butterfly powering across the dusty track behind the metal fence. Having been to the 
island of Madeira in April, I had seen a few Clouded Yellow’s and instantly recognised the 
black wing edging as indicative of the species. 

I knew of a nearby record of a single butterfly in 2016 and decided that I had been 
lucky enough to be in the ‘right place at the right time’ – that is until I saw another one 
distantly over the wildflowers. Through the access gate I went, into the glorious sun-
drenched meadow and the sight that awaited me left me awestruck. A binocular and 
naked-eye scan of the whole area in front of me showed somewhere between 22 and 30 
individuals – flying, feeding and dueling around me.

I contacted Andy Brazil later that evening and explained my find, sending him a few 
hasty shots I had taken on my mobile phone. Over the next week, after discussions with 
the landowner, I took several friends onto the site to observe and photograph the beautiful 
butterflies. The table below shows the date and number of butterflies seen on each visit;

Friday 11th August c22-30
Sunday 13th August c12-15
Monday 14th August c15-25

Wednesday 16th August Morning – c15     Afternoon c10
Friday 18th August c10

On the 13th, I was excited to see a pallid aberration known as a Helice-type female 
and by chance I was lucky enough to observe two males dancing around her and one 
ultimately succeeding in mating with her. What follows is a succession of photos from that 
day, showing a behaviour rarely seen in the UK. 

Clouded Yellow Emergence – August 2017

 Clouded Yellow in the Wensum Valley (opposite and following page)
Photos by Joe Harkness 

Membership Secretary

Hello! My name is Jennifer Griffiths and I’ve recently taken over from Karen Husband 
as the Membership Secretary for the Norfolk Branch. Karen did a brilliant job and I 
know she’ll be a hard act to follow. I have a lot to learn but I will do my best to keep you 
up to date with what’s happening in the Branch. If you have any questions or problems 
with your membership you can contact me on griffjen25@hotmail.com or, if you prefer, 
ring me on 07796643931.
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First and Last Sightings – 2016 

Species First 
Sighting Recorder 2015 Last 

Sighting Recorder 2015

Brimstone 31 Jan. PJH 17 Feb. 25 Dec. CGr; AB 17 Dec.
Brown Argus 6 May SP 10 May 4 Oct. AB & MC 1 Nov.

Chalk Hill Blue 7 July KSC 15 July 1 Sept. NO 22 Aug.
Clouded Yellow 7 July MRi 14 April. 4 Oct. AB & MC 13 Sept.

Comma 10 March BP 4 March 25 Dec. AB & MC 16 Dec.
Common Blue 4 May ABu 22 April 11 Oct. AB & MC 3 Oct

Dark Green Fritillary 23 June PT 22 June 24 Aug. PT 9 Aug.
Dingy Skipper 4 May PD 1 May 10 June CG 11 June
Essex Skipper 17 June RS 24 June 21 Aug. SP 22 Aug.

Gatekeeper 23 May BO 16 June 8 Oct. JL 16 Sept.
Grayling 3 July RP 1 July 24 Sept. PT 10 Sept.

Green Hairstreak 20 April SA 17 April 6 July i 3 July.
Green-veined White 2 April BP; IT 17 April 6 Oct. MPF 9 Oct.

Grizzled Skipper 4 May MG 22 April 6 June SG 10 June
Holly Blue 31 March JM 13 March 17 Oct. DL 6 Nov.

Large Skipper 29 May IT 4 June 14 Sept. SW 21 Aug.
Large White 2 April AW 10 March 1 Nov. AK 25 Nov.

Meadow Brown 21 May BYA 30 May 8 Oct. JL 4 Oct.
Orange-tip 25 March PM 21 March 6 Sept. MR 30 June

Painted Lady 3 May RB 13 April 4 Dec. LC 1 Nov.
Peacock 4 Jan. AB & MC 4 Jan. 25 Dec. KS 29 Dec.

Purple Hairstreak 6 July i 9 July 7 Sept. KL 3 Sept.

Red Admiral 5 Jan. i 9 Jan. 25 Dec. RJ; DT 29 Dec.
Ringlet 6 June EH 15 June 8 Oct. JL 1 Sept.

Silver-studded Blue 19 June CA 12 June 6 Aug. MGI 9 Aug.
Silver-washed Fritillary 2 July CG 29 June 31 Aug. BP 30 Aug.

Small Coppper 10 Feb. JL 16 April 31 Oct. AB & MC 26 Nov.
Small Heath 6 May SP 10 May 15 Sept. PT 8 Oct.

Small Skipper 23 May PM 23 May 8 Oct. KMC 28 Aug.
Small Tortoiseshell 27 Jan. i 9 Feb. 27 Dec.. FF 7 Dec.

Small White 22 March KH; SP 12 June 22 Aug. AR 25 Nov.
Speckled Wood 30 March KHu 13 March 31 Oct. AB & MC 26 Oct.

Swallowtail 20 May TS 13 May 23 Aug. DC 20 Aug.
Wall 8 May Many 4 May 25 Oct. AS 6 Sept.

White Admiral 1 July SP 26 June 29 Aug. PC 17 Aug.
White-letter Hairstreak 6 July DR 17 May 12 Aug. SP; WS 10 Aug.



Purple Emperor Sighting
Francis Farrow

Around mid-July there was some exciting news for Norfolk Naturalists with two 
sightings of Purple Emperor butterflies in Sheringham Park. These impressive butterflies 
(second largest in UK) have not been seen in Norfolk since they were resident in the early 
1970s (apart from some recent infrequent sightings). Further to the Sheringham Park 
sightings a third sighting was made on Beeston Common, near Sheringham on 31st July. 

The dedicated website for the Purple Emperor (www.purpleempire.com) states in 
its introduction ‘This is not an insect you will stumble upon, unless you are blessed with 
extraordinary luck.’ I believe I was extremely lucky as I literally stumbled upon a Purple 
Emperor on the ground. My first thoughts of a Peacock were dismissed instantly as I could 
clearly see white side flashes on the underwing – White Admiral? No not on the ground, it 
had to be a Purple Emperor. Heart pounding, I fumbled for the camera, which was still in 
its case and took a few rapid shots before moving closer.

This was a female, which is largely brown with white diagonal wing markings, not 
the impressive iridescent purple male. The butterfly was on a path less than two metres 
ahead of me imbibing mineral salts from the soil. This was my first ever sighting and 
as I had missed out on an earlier Butterfly Conservation excursion to Fermyn Wood in 
Northamptonshire I was particularly happy (I should say ecstatic!) to have found one 
on my local patch. Apart from moving around slightly while still imbibing (the striking 
lemon-yellow proboscis clearly seen) the butterfly remained with its wings closed for about 
20 minutes. Then there were a few tentative movements of its wings before finally the 
butterfly spread its wings, revealing ‘eye-spots’, before taking off and ascending to around 
10 metres after which, it glided some eight metres down to around three metres before 
flying off strongly to the south-west (the direction in which Sheringham Park lies). This last 
act was a great thrill – such an impressive insect.

One theory is that the recent Norfolk sightings are casual migrants, individuals from 
re-introduced Suffolk colonies that have done well in the last 10 years rather than deliberate 
releases of captive-bred stock. Derek Longhurst from the ‘purple empire’ website thinks the 
Purple Emperor has had a good season with a number of range extensions being reported. 
Hopefully enough of these large and beautiful butterflies will arrive and start their own 
colonies in Norfolk woodlands.

 Purple Emperor on Beeston Common 
Photos by Fransis Farrow 
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Recorders: B & Y Anderson[BYA], S. Anderson [SA]C Athowe[CA], D Atkin, J Barrett[JB], 
A Brown [AB], R Brunton[RB], A Burkin[ABu], M Casey[MC], R Clarke[RC], L Clayden[LC], 
K & M Claydon[KMC], P Coleman[PC], R Coleman[RCo], D Crosby[DC], J Cummings[JC], 
P Dolton[PD], F Farrow[FF], M & P Fogden[MPF], C & E Gambrill[CG], S Gantlett[SG], 
R Godfrey[RG], C Green[CGr], M Greenland[MGl], P J Heath[PJH], K Henry[KH], E 
Hibberd[EH], K Husband[KHu], R Jones[RJ], A Kerr[AK], K Limb[KL], J Lines[JL], D 
Longe[DL], P Mathews[PM], J Metcalf[JM], B Osborne[BO], N Owens[NO], S Page[Spa], B 
Palmer[BP], R Porter[RP], M Riches[MR], D Richmond[DR], M Rooney[MR], K Saul[KS], R 
Smith[RS], A Steele[AS], W Stewart[WS], T Strudwick[TS], K Stuart-Clarke[KSC], I Tart[IT], 
D Taylor[DT], P Taylor[PT], A Tegala[AT], I White[IW], A Whittaker[AW], S Witham[SW], M 
Wright[MW], various internet forums [i].
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Round-up of the 2017 Field Trips
Ann Carpenter

We made eight field trips this summer and for once enjoyed mainly very fine weather. 
The trips were well attended and thankfully we found plenty of butterflies to admire and 
photograph. Our first outing was to the Cut-off Channel at Stoke Ferry on the 14th May. 
It was a warm and sunny Spring day and we were serenaded by garden warblers and the 
cooing of turtle doves. This was a good omen, for what proved to be a great day, which 
produced ten different species of butterflies for the twenty people who joined us to find 
our main target, the Grizzled Skipper. Ten of these were spotted by the group, and the wild 
strawberry they rely on for the caterpillars was abundant, but we noted with concern that 
bramble was beginning to take over along the bank and the riverside. 

On 23rd May fourteen people met at East Harling Heath. Another beautiful Spring day 
and this time it was the skylarks who were singing to us and yellowhammers calling all the 
while we were walking round. We found ten different species of butterfly and most were in 
good numbers. The wild flowers were doing well and we counted 20 Common Blues, 25 
Small Heaths, 15 Orange-tips and 10 Brimstones amongst our sightings. An excellent walk 
and a pleasure to see the butterflies doing well.

Our next trip was to Beeston Common near Cromer. Believe it or not another sunny 
and warm day. This walk attracted eighteen people and we were lucky once again to have 
Francis Farrow to show us round. Eleven different species of butterflies were counted 
and we had reached the time of year for Meadow Browns, Ringlets, Skippers, Whites 
and Commas to be amongst the species seen together with eight species of dragon and 
damselflies. In addition, six different species of orchid were found and the group were 
lucky enough to be enjoying this site at its best with Francis who knows it so well.  

All good things come to an end, so it is said. The 27th June arrived and ten of us met 
at Holme Dunes on a most non-summers day of wind and rain. A hasty retreat to the café 
for coffee and cake and delightful chit chat, waiting for things to improve. Well it did not 
improve much, but we did try. Meadow Browns and Ringlets were found bravely facing 
up to the weather, but our best find of the morning had to be the marsh helleborines and 
orchids. The skylarks were singing and spoonbills flew over us and in spite of the weather 
it is still a superb place to be. 

What a difference a week makes. On the 1st July sixteen people turned up to the 
Buxton Heath walk. Once again it was sunny and warm and we saw White Admirals, 
Commas, Red Admirals, Meadow Browns, Green-veined Whites and a Purple Hairstreak 
before we left the car park. This is my sort of outing I must say. Seriously though the 
Silver- studded Blues were everywhere once we got on to the common and seem to 
be moving themselves into new territory quite happily and altogether we found fifteen 
different species of butterfly. Another excellent day.

Four days later, on the 5th July, we ventured away for our only out of county trip to 
Fermyn Woods. Eleven of us met up for the day of the illusive emperor. The day dawned, 
promising to be one of the best summer days for a long time and it held its promise. Bob 
and I got to the site early and it was heaving with would be photographers. We received 
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Figs. 1: Foxley Wood field trip.
Fig. 2: Buxton Heath field trip.

Fig. 3: Silver-studded Blue at Buxton Heath.
Fig. 4: White Admiral at Buxton Heath.

Photos by Derek Longe (Figs. 1 & 2) and Bob Carpenter (Figs. 3 & 4)



28

plenty of advice, but all I can say is that it was these early birds who got the best pictures of 
the males. We did see a lot of butterflies and counted nineteen different species and one of 
our group managed a female Purple Emperor. We will have to try harder next time. We had 
to be content with Silver-washed Fritillaries including the valezina variant, which actually 
received a great deal of attention, as many of the people had neither seen nor heard of it. 

We held a combined moth trap opening and butterfly walk at NWT Foxley Wood 
on July 17th and were blessed with excellent weather. The butterfly walk enabled all to 
get good views in the warm sunshine of the target Silver-washed Fritillaries and White 
Admirals. Purple Hairstreak and Brown Argus also delighted the group, in total 20 
species seen on the day. Shaded Broad Bar, Yellow-tail and Dingy Footman moths were 
encountered on the walk, well away from the moth traps. Dragonflies and bush crickets 
added interest to the walk.

Our final field trip on the 5th August found nine of us at Winterton Dunes. It was 
bright and sunny, but unfortunately blowing a strong gale from the south west. Be thankful 
for small mercies, at least it was not a cold wind. Amazingly we found thirteen of the 
twenty species that have been recorded there. The Grayling numbers were decidedly down, 
but that is hardly surprising considering the conditions and we did see Wall, Small Heath, 
Small Copper and Common Blues. The butterflies were all taking advantage of the shelter 
provided by the dunes and we were happy to join them.

That really drew our programme to an end for this year and Bob and I would like to 
thank all those who supported us and we hope that you all enjoyed our various trips to the 
County’s varied and delightful wildlife sites. See you next year.

Moths Matter
Greg Bond

With the generally fine, warm mid-late autumn weather traps have been busy with 
good records both of species and numbers. Some of these have not as yet made it onto the 
Norfolk Moth Group website so need to be seen in that light. The fall out from Hurricane 
Ophelia and its associated Saharan/Iberian airflow saw ridiculous numbers of interesting 
moths arrive on the south coast and several of these made it across country to Norfolk. 
Several late records of summer species were reported and these may be either migrants 
from Europe or second broods encouraged to hatch by the warm weather. These include 
Swallowtail Moth, Shuttle shaped Dart, Willow Beauty, Rosy Footman, Buff Footman, 
Bright Line Brown Eye and micros such as Carcena quercana and Celypha lacunana, 
generally common but not in October! If they are second broods this does leave open the 
question of whether the species will struggle next year, but there is much we don’t know.

There have been unusually large numbers of a whole variety of more regular autumn 
species featuring on various social media sites and also huge numbers of some individual 
species. It was a bit mind boggling for instance to open two small portable traps from 
the reed beds at Cley NWT to find in excess of 300 Large Wainscots snuggled into the 
egg boxes. On the other hand Large Yellow Underwings seemed relatively scarce though 
several substantial counts were recorded. That super late autumn moth Black Rustic seems 
to be going from strength to strength getting more and more common, but its close relative 
Deep Brown Dart still remains a rare moth in the county. Otherwise there have been lots of 
late Straw Dots but various Sallows species were anecdotally rather scarce. A couple of rare 
autumn moths have been reported including Pale Lemon Sallow, Dotted Chestnut and a 
stunning Autumn Green Carpet, which nearly got away, but that’s a story for another day.

This autumn has been a fair one for scarce migrants with early on in September lots 
of Scarce Borded Straws, Rusty-dot Pearls, Rush Veneers and Humming-bird Hawkmoths 
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with rather fewer Pearly Underwings and Delicates. There was then something of a hiatus 
until the aftermath of Ophelia when lots of Vestals were recorded (but not the 100+being 
recorded in a single night in places on south coast), plus occasional Olive Tree Pearl 
(Palpita vitrealis), Small Marbled and Convolvulous Hawkmoths.

One of the more interesting features of having moved from Essex to Norfolk is the 
inevitable comparison between the two. There isn’t really space to elaborate here but one 
issue is the various species which have become common there since we moved but which 
were not there in 2006. These would seem prime candidates for movement north into this 
county and one such, Tree Lichen Beauty is certainly occurring more and more frequently. 
L-album Wainscot is another such and it has now this year been recorded in both East and 
West Norfolk, so keep an eye open. A third such species is Toadflax Brocade and hopefully 
this attractive species will follow suit as will Dewick’s Plusia and Feathered Brindle. With 
other species which I did record, Pale Pinion and Least Carpet have now both reached the 
north coast and an Orange Moth was reported this year and will hopefully spread.

Many especially small micro moths either rarely feature in trap catches or are difficult 
to identify without dissection, which many recorders are reluctant to do. However, plenty 
of these species can be found through their non-adult stages and more are being recorded 
year on year through the identifying of mines or larval stages. Recent examples include 
several Coleophora and Caloptilia species, which can be fearsomely difficult to tell apart 
as adults They do have relatively distinctive immature stages, and whilst very different 
from examining the contents of egg boxes, the various recorders who are searching for 
them are extending our knowledge of distribution of what seem otherwise to be rare moths 
in Norfolk. Various web based resources are available to help, for example the website 
leafmines.co.uk if you fancy a dabble. Don’t forget to take photographs though!

From a personal point of view, some of my own highlights this year have been Small 
Eggar in the spring and Splendid Brocade in the summer from the Glaven Valley, two 
Butterburs straying very, very long way from their food plant, one from our garden (photo 
on page 11) and one along the coast in the Glaven Valley, a Wormwood outside the trap at 
Cley Visitor Centre in the July bio-blitz, Royal Mantle at Abbey Farm, Waved Black and 
Barred Hooktip in the  Brecks at our Lynford meeting, Norfolk’s first Scarce Light Plume 
from my garden trap and a fabulous Bedstraw Hawkmoth at a private site on the coast. 

One of the great things about running or attending moth meetings is the willingness 
of attendees to bring some very special moths along to share such as the aforementioned 
Autumn Green Carpet (1st Norfolk record since 2009), a Small Marbled (less than ten 
records) and a Scarce Silver Y from Cley village. Thanks to all who have done this and in 
a similar vein thanks to everyone who has come to our moth meetings – it has been great 
to see you all and is certainly an encouragement to keep arranging such events in the future.

Our Website and Social Media
Our website at https://butterfly-conservation.org/norfolk holds a wealth of information about 
the work of the branch, and butterflies and moths that can be found in Norfolk. The site also 
contains information on our events and the reports of our field trips. On the website you can 
also see what is happening on our Facebook page and Twitter feed. 
Our Facebook page is https://www.facebook.com/ButterflyConservationNorfolk/ We have 
674 followers from 42 countries. 
Our Twitter name is @BC_Norfolk. We have 2310 followers are from 62 countries.
Both sources of social media are growing in numbers and the communities are supporting 
each other with sighting and id information. If you need any help with social media please 
contact either Neil (nrwildlife1@gmail.com) or Kiri (kiran@kiri-online.co.uk)



Wider Countryside Butterfly Survey 2016

Alan Dawson (WCBS Co-ordinator)
Firstly, I must thank Julian Bull for organising the WCBS in Norfolk for the last 

four years. The data reported here was gathered during his term of office. I must also thank 
Andy Brazil for magically transforming the huge Excel spreadsheet of the results into a 
manageable and usable form.

As you may remember, the Spring of 2016 was cool and very wet, although the later 
summer was quite warm and dry. One effect of the weather was that plant growth was re-
markably luxuriant and paths that were normally quite easy to walk became more difficult.  

Continuing Julian’s format for presenting the results, Table 1 shows the total counts 
for the four months May, June, July, August 2016, for all the WCBS squares counted in 
Norfolk, both by Norfolk BC volunteers and by the volunteers from the BTO. The total of 
7703 was lower than 2015 (8298), but as is customary Meadow Brown and Ringlet were 
the most numerous species, with the Large and Small Whites just behind. It was good to 
see Dark Green Fritillary and Silver-washed Fritillary make a welcome appearance in the 
list, although Clouded Yellow, Green Hairstreak, White-letter Hairstreak and Grayling, all 
of which have been seen in the past, failed to show up.

Table 2 shows the records from BC recorders for the two ‘core’ months July and Au-
gust 2016, with the information from the years back to 2012 for comparison. Numbers look 
similar to 2015, but there were more visits in 2016 (Table 3) so the number of butterflies 
seen per visit is actually substantially lower than in 2015. As well as the species mentioned 
above that were not seen at all, there are some other notable declines. Large Skipper was 
counted in historically low numbers (lower even than in the generally disastrous year 
of 2012), and Small Copper, Common Blue and Brown Argus all had very poor years. 
Looking for better news, Green-veined White had a good year, as did Red Admiral, Small 
Tortoiseshell and Speckled Wood.  Encouragingly, there was a welcome increase in Small 
Heath – one of our Red-list species.

As I write this, the numbers from 2017 are creeping towards the final stages in the 
UKBMS data base. I will be writing a report when everything is finalised for the Spring 
Newsletter, but meanwhile on the preliminary counts it looks as if Meadow Brown may 
have finally been displaced form the No1 spot by Ringlet.

Meanwhile, my thanks go to all the recorders who put in so much effort to produce 
all this valuable information for WCBS. Nationally and locally WCBS is building up a 
massive and useful data base about what is happening to butterfly numbers away from the 
more sheltered environments of nature reserves. Also, I hope like me you really enjoy visit-
ing your square and are eagerly waiting for 2018 to see what will turn up.
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Table 1: 2016 Totals for Four Months (rank shown in brackets)

May June July August Total
Small Skipper 0 3 148 (8) 10 161 (9)
Essex Skipper 0 0 60 (10) 19 79

Small/Essex Skipper 0 0 85 (9) 25 110
Large Skipper 0 7 34 2 43

Clouded Yellow 0 0 0 0 0
Brimstone 5 0 8 8 21

Large White 9 (6) 6 553 (4) 467 (2) 1035 (4)
Small White 11 (5) 10 (5) 489 (5) 554 (1) 1064 (3)

Green-veined White 32 (2) 8 184 (6) 127 (5) 351 (6)
Orange Tip 45 (1) 5 0 0 50

Green Hairstreak 0 0 0 0 0
Purple Hairstreak 0 0 0 2 2

White-letter Hairstreak 0 0 0 0 0
Small Copper 0 0 2 2 4
Common Blue 9 2 1 25 37

Holly Blue 20 (3=) 0 5 28 (10) 53
Brown Argus 0 0 1 6 7

White Admiral 0 0 1 0 1
Red Admiral 4 2 59 39 (9) 104
Painted Lady 2 4 5 18 29

Small Tortoiseshell 10 (6) 12 (4) 158 (7) 91 (8) 271 (7)
Peacock 20 (3) 3 27 121 (6) 171 (8)
Comma 0 0 44 19 63

Silver-washed Fritillary 0 0 2 0 2
Dark-green Fritillary 0 0 1 0 1

Speckled Wood 2 21 (2) 26 108 (7) 157 (10)
Wall 4 0 1 0 5

Grayling 0 0 0 0 0
Gatekeeper 0 0 605 (3) 238 (4) 843 (5)

Meadow Brown 0 116 (1) 1192 (2) 297 (3) 1605 (1)
Small Heath 1 7 36 6 50

Ringlet 0 15 (3) 1347 (1) 22 1384 (2)
Total 174 221 5074 2234 7703
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More Entries from the 2017 Photographic Competition
Fig. 1: White-letter Hairstreak by Francis Farrow
Fig. 2: Heath Fritillary by Brian Hicks
Fig. 3: Purple Emperor by Carole Ashton
Fig. 4: Brimstone by Carole Ashton
Fig. 5: Alpine Heath by Judith Wells
Fig. 6: White Admiral by Mrs Goody
Fig. 7: Silver-spotted Skipper by Judith Wells
Fig. 8: Heath Fritillary by Judith Wells
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To commemorate the 50th Anniversary of Butterfly Conservation, a National Work 
Party Day is to be held on Saturday 10th March 2018. In conjunction with Sharon Hearle, 
our Regional Officer, Norfolk Branch will be joining in this celebration by undertaking 
some scrub clearance and management work for Dingy Skippers along the Cut-off Channel 
near Wretton. 

We would like to get as many people there as possible; work to suit all will be 
available. The Branch owns some loppers and saws, but please bring your own protective 
gloves. If you have suitable loppers, saws or strong secateurs please bring these with you.  
Garden rakes/scarifiers are also always useful. Full details will be available much nearer 
the time but those interested should contact Mike Gasson (moorend@globalnet.co.uk) now.  
Mike will then send out full details nearer the time. Anyone who owns a Brush Cutter they 
would be prepared to bring along and use should also contact Mike. Let’s make this a really 
good day and get lots of work done.

National Work Party Day

Photographic Show Winners 2017
The British Class in the 2017 photographic competition was won by Brian Hicks 

with an image of Marbled White & Dark-green Fritillary that graces the front cover of this 
Newsletter. The Overseas class was by Harry Faull with a photograph of Apollo that is 
displayed inside the front cover.  Both winners received a copy of Patrick Barkham’s new 
book “Islands”, kindly donated by Patrick. Many thanks to all who entered the competition. 
Do think about entering something next year as the event’s success depends on having a 
good number of photographs.

Catfield Fen Management

We are hoping to organise a small volunteer group to contribute to management 
and monitoring tasks on the BC reserve at Catfield Fen. Whilst RSPB do an excellent job 
for us, including the use of their own volunteer group, we collectively see benefits from 
increased activity in the future. We will be developing a new management plan over the 
coming year and expect to define some tasks that a BC group could undertake. If there is 
interest from members we will try to arrange some work parties over the coming winter 
period. Please let Mike Gasson know by email (moorend@globalnet.co.uk) if you are 
interested and we will keep you informed of developments. 
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Some attractive species also encountered during the various 2017 moth events.
From top left and clockwise Oak Eggar (Lasiocampa quercus), Peach Blossum 

(Thyatira batis), Clouded Magpie (Abraxas sylvata), and Magpie Moth (Abraxas 
grossulariata). 

Photos by Mike Gasson


