
Conservation in the South-West uplands: challenges and solutions 

Speaker biographies 

 
Rob Yorke – Rural commentator  

Rob is an independent commentator/communicator on nature conservation, farming, wildlife, 
forestry, shooting, fishing, rewilding and more. He chairs debates, facilitates dialogue, leads 
walks, has over 100 letters published in The Times on enviro matters, two outdoor TV series, is a 
practicing rural chartered surveyor (FRICS) and launched Rob Yorke Reconciliation Countryside 
in 2019. 

Adrian Colston – University of Exeter 

Adrian Colston is a PhD Student at the Centre for Rural Policy Research at the University of 
Exeter. ‘Stakeholder attitudes to the narratives of the Dartmoor Commons: tradition & the search 
for consensus in a time of change’ or why we disagree about the way that Dartmoor’s Commons 
are grazed and managed or …. why people will disagree with what I am about to say. 

Formerly General Manager for the National Trust on Dartmoor (12 years), Property Manager at 
Wicken Fen (7 years) along with 15 years with the Wildlife Trust for Bedfordshire, 
Cambridgeshire and Northamptonshire. 

Creator of the ‘Big Idea’ for the Wildlife Trusts which later became the ‘The Great Fen Project’, 
architect of the Wicken Fen Vision and National Trust lead on Fingle Woods – the NT/ Woodland 
Trust landscape scale partnership on Dartmoor. 

BSc (Hons) in Biological Sciences (Zoology and Ecology) Exeter University 
MSc in Conservation University College London 
MBA The Open University 

Gig rower, sea kayaker, racketball player, 10 Tors Team Manager, walker, lover of Dartmoor and 
nature fanatic. 

Matt Lobley – University of Exeter 

Professor Matt Lobley is Co-Director of the CRPR, University of Exeter, UK. Much of his 
research has focused on understanding influences on, and impacts of, farm household 
behaviour. This includes understanding policy influences such as agricultural policy reform and 
agri-environmental schemes, as well as understanding the process of agricultural restructuring 
and the socio-economic implications of re-localised and organic food systems.  One of his main 
areas of research expertise is in the family life-cycle and succession issues. With John Baker 
(Iowa State University), Matt co-directs a collaborative international project (FARMTRANSFERS) 
exploring farm succession and retirement in a range of different social, economic and political 
contexts.  He is editor of the International Journal of Agricultural Management and co-editor of 
the Agricultural Notebook, which is now in its third century of production. 

Jenny Plackett – Butterfly Conservation 

Jenny Plackett has been with Butterfly Conservation for ten years, initially delivering the ‘Two 
Moors Threatened Butterfly Project’, working to restore populations of declining fritillary 
butterflies across Dartmoor and Exmoor. With the launch of the ‘All the Moor Butterflies’ project 
in 2017, Jenny took up the role of South West Regional Manager for Butterfly Conservation, 
responsible for delivery of the Regional Conservation Strategy, overseeing landscape scale 



projects to restore habitats for some of our most rapidly declining butterflies throughout the south 
west.  

Laurence Couldrick – Westcountry Rivers Trust 

Dr Laurence Couldrick is CEO of the Westcountry Rivers Trust and has been pioneering 
integrated catchment management for over 15 years. Over that time he has developed several 
multi-million pound projects and long term funding streams to deliver improvements across 
multiple catchments. Alongside this he has pushed to explain the complex problems society 
faces as a way of uniting the myriad of partnerships and interest groups. 

Simon Phelps – Butterfly Conservation 

Simon Phelps is the Conservation Officer on Butterfly Conservation’s ‘All the Moor Butterflies’ 
project. He has been working for Butterfly Conservation for 4 years, working on project 
development prior to taking on his current role. His previous roles in the conservation sector have 
covered community engagement for the Warwickshire Wildlife Trust, ecological surveying for the 
Lulworth Estate and reserves management for the BCN Wildlife Trust.  

Megan Lowe – Butterfly Conservation 

Megan is a community engagement officer on the All the Moor Butterflies project with Butterfly 
Conservation. She works with schools, volunteers, community groups, and the general public to 
educate, inspire, and increase understanding and support for six threatened Lepidoptera species 
across Dartmoor, Exmoor, and Bodmin Moor. Megan has worked in the conservation sector for 
over 6 years primarily focusing on people engagement and volunteering.  

Caroline Nicholson – Devon Recovery Learning Community 

Caroline works for the Devon Recovery Learning Community, which is a Recovery College 
provided by Devon Partnership NHS Trust for the wellbeing of people in Devon. 

Will Dracup – Dartmoor Farmer 

Will is a Dartmoor farmer based at his family farm of Broadaford Farm, located near Widecombe-
in-the-Moor. Their farm is a livestock farm, which also has the Marsh Fritillary butterfly in its wet 
grassland areas. Will is also the Farm Manager for East Shallowford Farm, which is owned by 
the Shallowford Trust. The Trust organises visits, principally for children from London and other 
cities to experience life and work on a farm. Will has also participated in the South West Healthy 
Livestock Initiative, sits on the steering group of the Dartmoor Hill Farm Project, and is involved 
with Widecombe Fair. When not farming he is a very enthusiastic Young Farmer and is currently 
a County Officer for Devon Young Farmers Club.  

Morag Angus – South West Water 

Morag Angus is the Mires Manager for the South West Peatland Partnership project. The project 
aims to deliver peatland restoration and its associated multiple benefits across Bodmin Moor, 
Dartmoor and Exmoor. Morag has been involved in peatland restoration in the south west since 
2011, starting out as the Exmoor Mires Partnership Officer. Prior to that Morag worked in a 
variety of roles in conservation around the UK, which has included peatland restoration in 
Cumbria and Lancashire.  

 

 

 



Michael Winter – University of Exeter 

Michael Winter OBE is Professor of Land Economy & Society in the Centre for Rural Policy 
Research at the University of Exeter.  Michael is a rural policy specialist and social scientist with 
expertise covering a wide range of agricultural and  environmental issues.  He is currently a 
Board member of Natural England, the UK Joint Nature Conservation Committee and 
Rothamsted Research.  He was a member of the Bovine TB Strategy Review Working Group 
which reported to Defra in October 2018. He was vice-chair of the Uplands Inquiry which 
reported in 2010 and the founding chair of the Uplands Alliance. 

Alison Kohler – Dartmoor National Park Authority 

Ally Kohler joined Dartmoor National Park Authority in 1988 as a Recreation Planner. Since then 
she has performed a number of roles for the Authority including recreation management, access 
and tourism; all of which required an understanding of  wider land management across the 
National Park.  

Ally took up a senior management role as Head of  Recreation, Rangers and Estates in 2007 and 
this was followed in 2009 by a new post as Head of Biodiversity, Farming and Tourism; her 
responsibilities have therefore encompassed most of the Authority’s interests.  

In September 2010 Ally became the Director of Sustainable Communities and took up her most 
recent post as Director of Conservation and Communities in April 2012. Ally has described 
herself as a jack of all trades and a master of none however she believes strongly in partnership 
working  and building long lasting relationships to deliver positive benefit for the environment and 
people. 

In her spare time Alison enjoys walking, cycling and exploring other National Parks both in this 
country and abroad. 

Naomi Oakley – Natural England and a Dartmoor Farmer 

Naomi was brought up on a Dartmoor hill farm. She studied Agriculture and Rural Resource 
Management at Seale-Hayne College and then took a Masters in Landscape Ecology at Wye 
College.   She started work as an upland adviser for ADAS in Newcastle in 1996 and moved 
back to Dartmoor with her husband, Mark in 1998. They tenant a Duchy of Cornwall farm, and 
have Welsh Black cattle and rare breed sheep. Mark and Naomi are accredited producers with 
the Pasture Fed Livestock Association (Pasture Fed for Life) and A Greener World/Animal 
Welfare Association. Naomi is currently working for Natural England as a Principal Adviser for 
the Uplands, and she is a Secretary of State appointee to the Dartmoor National Park Authority. 

Dan Hoare – Butterfly Conservation  

Dr Dan Hoare is Director of UK Conservation for Butterfly Conservation, leading teams across 
the UK in saving threatened butterflies and moths through species recovery programmes and 
landscape-scale conservation. From a background in behavioural ecology research at the 
University of Leeds, Dan began his career with Butterfly Conservation in 2002 and has worked 
across a variety of roles covering a wide range of species and habitats, including designing, 
delivering and managing landscape-scale habitat management projects in woodland, grassland 
and heathland. A common theme across his work has been examining how the conservation 
sector interacts with landowners and other stakeholders to secure benefits for wildlife and 
people. 

In his spare time Dan is a trained bird-ringer and a passionate naturalist, active as a volunteer for 
many organisations including the British Trust for Ornithology, Hampshire Ornithological Society 
and Sussex Wildlife Trust. His work combines an enthusiasm and curiosity about the natural 
world with the need for evidence-based solutions in the face of a mounting biodiversity crisis.  


