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Notice of a Conference:- 
Conservation in the South West Uplands: Challenges and Solutions 
Tuesday 26th November 2019 University of Exeter, Great Hall EX4 4PY  
9.30 am start – 4.15 pm finish 
The day will open with a welcome from Julie Williams, CEO of Butterfly 
Conservation. The speakers are: Rob Yorke (rural commentator), Adrian 
Colston (University of Exeter), Matt Lobley (University of Exeter), Jenny 

Plackett (BC), Laurence Couldrick (West Country Rivers Trust), Simon 
Phelps (All The Moor Butterflies Project), Megan Lowe (All The Moor Butter-
flies Project), Caroline Nicholson (Devon Recovery Learning Community), 
Will Dracup (Dartmoor farmer), Morag Angus (South West Water), Alison 

Kohler (Dartmoor National Park Authority), Naomi Oakley (Natural England) 
and Dan Hoare (BC). There is a charge. For more details use the following link:- 

https://butterfly-conservation.org/conservation-in-the-south-west-conference  
 

 
Devon BC thanks John Bell 
John Bell has recently retired from his role as Lit-
tle Breach reserve officer since stepping in during 
2016 when David Hinde suddenly died. Rick Til-
lett has kindly agreed to take on the role. 
 
John has successfully maintained the necessary 
work at the reserve which is near to Culmstock 
and Hemyock in the Blackdowns and remains the 
most knowledgeable person in matters concern-
ing it and its history. Hopefully he can continue to 
contribute his knowledge for the benefit of the 
reserve in the future. With help from Peter Beale, 
our Conservation Adviser, management now 
looks more secure since Peter enlisted contractor 
Stuart Britton for the winter power tool work. 
 
Looking at data for the reserve, John has com-
mented recently that the general picture at Little 
Breach is one of slow butterfly species decline 
from 26/27 species 20 years ago to 20/21 at pre-
sent. However, he notes that Little Breach is still an insect oasis in an increasing 
desert, with the neighbouring Common much less good for butterflies.  
Thank you, John, for all your hard work at Little Breach and we hope as a 
branch to build on all that has been achieved so far. 

John at Little Breach in 2017 
PETE HURST 

https://butterfly-conservation.org/conservation-in-the-south-west-conference
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Devon BC Members’ Day and AGM 2019 Saturday 19th October in 
the Boniface Centre in the grounds of Crediton Parish Church 
 
The Parish Church is on the A377 main road which from Exeter is on the right 
not long after passing the turning for Tiverton (A3072) on the edge of the town 
centre and before the shops begin. Travelling from North Devon on A377, 
shortly after passing all the town centre shops, the entrance to the Parish 
Church is on the left  The Boniface Centre is on the right as you go down the 
Parish Church drive - keep on to rear of church for parking. 
 

Programme:- 

8.30 Doors open for committee members 

9.30 Doors open for public 

10.05 Chair’s introduction to day 

10.10 Devon BC AGM including transect report from Jenny Evans 

11.00 Coffee 

11.30 Talk by Phil Sterling: “How can we make our urban grasslands buzz    

          with wildlife?”  

12.30 All The Moor Butterflies project update, Megan Lowe 

  1.00 Lunch 

  2.15 Talk by Andy Barker on Magdalen Hill Down Reserve, Hampshire 

  3.15 DVD by John Butter: “Woods for Wildlife” 

  3.40 Members’ Photo Presentation (Dave Turrell/Peter Beale) 

  4.00 Tea and cake 

  4.30 Close 

Lunches are available if pre-booked with Amy Walkden:  amy.amy@me.com  
or 07787 135 409 preferably more than a week before so that she can let the 
caterers know our requirements in good time. The suggested donation for 
lunch is £10. Lunch usually consists of plated cold meat (there is also a vege-
tarian choice of cheese and onion quiche and a vegan cheese wrap option) all 
with warm potatoes, salad and pasta followed by apple pie and cream or fruit 
salad. Lunches will not be available to order on the day, so book early to avoid 
disappointment. Also, unless stated at the time, lunches booked will be of the 
meat option if the vegetarian or vegan option is not mentioned. 
 
Principal speakers: Dr Phil Sterling was Dorset County Council Ecologist 
for many years. Since the 1990’s he has been involved in delivering some 
wildlife-rich roadside margins during landscaping for new roads. A specialist in 
micro moths, he was principal author alongside Mark Parsons of the 2012 Field 



5 

Guide to the Micro Moths of Great Britain and Ireland. Phil is currently employed by 
BC as Programme Manager for its Building Sites for Butterflies initiative which es-
pecially focuses on urban landscapes. 
Dr Andy Barker has been an active volunteer with BC since 1985. As a trustee in 
BC he chairs the national Conservation Strategy Committee and has extensive 
experience in working with volunteers. In his talk he will show how Magdalen Hill 
Down has evolved to become the impressive BC wildlife reserve of today. 
 
Agenda for the AGM of the Devon Branch of Butterfly Conservation 

  1. Present.  

  2. Apologies.  

  3. Approval of the Minutes of the meeting of 27th October 2018.  

  4. Matters arising from those minutes.  

  5. Accounts and Treasurer’s report.  

  6. Moth report. 

  7. Committee members standing down on rotation and standing for re-election:  

  8. Chairman’s report.  

  9. Transect and WCBS co-ordinator’s report.  

10. AOB.  

 
The Members’ Day is a good opportunity to find out more about what the 
branch is doing in Devon. Usually there is some literature available and 
often some exhibits to look at. It is an opportunity to meet members of the 
committee  and other enthusiastic members. 
 
Our speakers are always well received and we are confident that you will 
have a good day out! Non-members are welcome too. There is no charge 
to attend but we do ask for a donation for  the booked lunches.  

 
 
Winter conservation work 2018-2019 and effects on butterfly 
season in 2019 
 
Ashclyst Forest near Exeter: One volunteers work day and 2 extra days 
from a BC funded contractor last winter have given a boost to management 
for butterflies, invertebrates and flora in the Forest. The National Trust have 
additionally undertaken major clearing work in a programme to connect 
scattered wildlife areas within the Forest with broad open corridors. A Pearl
-bordered Fritillary (PBF) was seen in the Snaffle Park area where Devon BC  
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helped with coppicing, and more were seen nearby. The coppiced area has 
already revealed plentiful violets, the Fritillary’s larval foodplant. 
 
Chudleigh Knighton Heath: Our clearance work in the winter paid off with 
sightings of PBF in the 2 compartments our members worked in. With other 
work by Devon Wildlife Trust elsewhere at the Heath, I managed to find the 
presence of PBF in 6 compartments when just a few years ago I only found 
them in one. 
 
Miltor Mator near Kingskerswell: A well-attended work day last January 
gave the target butterfly, Grizzled Skipper more open habitat, and Kevin and 
Jacki Solman counted 12 Grizzled on 21st May, which is the most seen on 
one day for some years. 
 
Little Breach near Culmstock: The reserve continues to be a wildlife oasis 
in this area of the Blackdowns being especially good for grassland species. 
Devil’s-bit Scabious has gradually increased at the reserve and for 2 seasons 
now some Marsh Fritillary butterflies have been seen there. The Scabious is 
their larval foodplant. It is unclear how the butterflies found there way there, 
whether naturally or assisted. 
 
Lydford: In spite of extra work done at the reserve, there was a significant 
drop in adult Heath Fritillaries this year. Numbers of all butterfly species fluctu-
ate constantly depending on many factors, and after so many years of high 
numbers of the butterfly it should not be surprising that a dip has occurred. 
Last summer’s drought and this June’s cold wet weather must have impacted. 
In spite of this, Heath Frits. were once again seen in sections 1 and 4 where 
we have improved habitat for them. 
 
Haldon Forest near Exeter: A BC coppicing day on a south-facing track at 
Kidden’s Plantation (Butterfly Walk) created warmer potential habitat for the 
Grizzled Skipper and other warm-ground loving species (e.g. Dingy Skipper, 
Common Blue). A Grizzled Skipper was later seen within 50m of where we 
worked. The Forestry Commission will be doing quite a bit more ground clear-
ing nearby to further this targeted work over the coming winter as well as at 
nearby North Wood where Grizzled is also found. 
 
Heathfield reserve near Bovey Tracey: The Silver-studded Blue was not 
seen again this year so it seems quite definite that it is lost from the site (2 
blank seasons now). It remains good lowland heathland habitat however that 
the branch is responsible for managing (with help from Teignbridge rangers). 
Eight small Bell Heathers that were planted in 2 small scrapes in April seem to 
have taken. Bell Heather is less common here than on the neighbouring 
Bovey Heath, and is excellent for nectaring insects.  
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Monica Hazell - a long-standing Devon BC member 
 
Monica joined But-
terfly Conservation 
(or the British But-
terfly Conservation 
Society as it was in 
those days) in 1982 
as a life member. 
She was the Mem-
bership Secretary 
for Devon Branch 
when names and 
addresses were 
written in an ordi-
nary exercise book 
as there were so 
few members at 
that time and it was 
before the rise in 
using word pro-
cessing. She notes 
that the committee 
members were of-
ten young scientists 
who were very ob-
servant and knowl-
edgeable and com-
mittee meetings 
were prolonged and 
a forum for sharing knowledge. 
 
Monica was responsible for the National Trust Museum in Overbecks, Salcombe 
and displayed relevant butterfly photos and information. She has given talks and 
slide presentations throughout Devon. On retiring, she travelled throughout Eu-
rope with interested groups to places including the French Alps, Spanish Pyre-
nees, Maritime Alps, Turkish Lake District, the Dolomites, Switzerland and Austria. 
 
Monica has just published a book entitled “A Multiplicity of Experiences” which 
covers episodes of her life and observations in poems, articles and essays. A 
large chapter is about butterflies (and ants) and her love of butterflies is appar-
ent throughout the book. The book is available from the Artworks shop in South 
Brent on Station Road TQ10 9BE and costs £8 or by phone 01364 649 424 
(when postage cost will be added). 

 
 

Monica on 
her 90th 
birthday in 
2018. Her 
special 
cake was 
covered in 
butterflies! 
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An Occurrence of  
Abberant Silver-washed 
Fritillary in Devon in 
2018 - David J. Jarvis 
 
Most butterfly watchers will 
be aware of the existence 
of aberrations in different 
species where examples 
vary from the common or 
typical form, often being 
strikingly different in ap-
pearance. These are gen-
erally known as “abs”. 
 
In the case of the Silver-washed Fritillary (Argynnis paphia) the female can be 
dimorphic where the normal bright orange appearance is replaced by a green-
ish bronze shade and the black wing markings are dark brown. This ab is 
known as A. paphia valezina and has been encountered with some frequency in 
certain years, particularly in the New Forest in the early part of the 20 th Century, 
but is much scarcer in other years. 
 
The hot summer of 2018 saw a substantial increase in the number of Silver-
washed Fritillary normally recorded in Devon with sightings in suitable habitat 
over much of the county. Possibly this general increase may have produced a 
corresponding proportional increase in the aberrant form of the female. I was 
lucky enough to find two specimens of valezina during July and August - one 
surprisingly on a buddleia in my garden at Stoke Canon on July 21st (which only 
stayed for a few seconds) and the other at Ashclyst Forest on August 16 th on 
thistles which was altogether more obliging and allowed a close approach. 
 
Interestingly the Ashclyst butterfly had a very noticeable turquoise blue thorax 
whereas the other specimen had a brownish olive thorax. Most of the photo-
graphs available of valezina taken in Spain show the blue thorax variety. Is it 
possible that this type is at least semi-migratory and some individuals end up in 
England during particularly hot summers? 
 
Research into A. paphia has shown that the species tends to spread during 
warm periods and in hot summers individuals have been found at considerable 
distances from known colonies. Indeed I had at least 3 other “normal” Silver-
washed Fritillaries on my buddleia during the exceptionally hot July of 2018. 
 
It seems that the presence or absence of valezina in a Silver-washed colony is 
dependant on: 

• the size and density of the colony 

A. paphia valezina. Note the blue thorax   DAVID JARVIS 
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• the air temperature at the time of hatching and subsequently 

• well above average amounts of sunshine 
 
  
 

Silver-washed Fritillary egg laid on garden 
conifer (story from Roger Brothwood) 
 
Roger Brothwood relates watching a female Silver
-washed Fritillary in his garden in Bovey Tracey 
which appeared to deposit an egg on a conifer 
bush on 15th July 2019. He struggled to find the 
egg, but on 28th July it was finally located and he 
was able to photograph it (photo right, ROGER 
BROTHWOOD). Roger has Dog Violets (the larval 
foodplant) in his garden and there are some of 
these beneath the conifer. It is known that the Silver-washed lays eggs usu-
ally on tree trunks where there are violets below or nearby. The tiny larvae 
crawl down to the foodplant the following spring. 
 
[Editor’s note: An account of a similar incidence of this behaviour was re-
ceived from Bob Heckford in summer 2010 and was published in the October 
BC newsletter that year. Bob found 2 eggs in his Plympton garden that had 
been laid on Chamaecyparis lawsoniana on 7th August. Bob collected one of 
the eggs to see if it would hatch which it did on 19th August. The larvae im-
mediately hibernate and do not feed until the following year.] 

On Trendlebere Down near 
Bovey Tracey on 21st  July this 
year whilst walking a transect, I 
saw 2 Large Skippers wheeling 
through the air at breakneck 
speed, one following the other at 
very close quarters. Suddenly 
they landed on the same Birch 
leaf about 9 feet up the tree, both 
sitting motionless with the male 
less than an inch behind the fe-
male. The male slowly turned 
round and joined his abdomen to 
the female’s to copulate.  

Photo: PETE HURST  
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Small Blue in Torbay – update in 2019 -  Amanda Hunter, BC Devon 
Small Blue Species Champion 

 
Some BC members will remember that in July 
2014 I rescued and translocated 550 Small Blue 
larvae from an industrial estate in Torquay.  250 
of these larvae went to Berry Head and, with the 
help of Torbay Coast & Countryside Trust, BC 
Devon has been following the progress of the 
species in Torbay ever since.  In 2016 I was 
thrilled to report to the Annual Members Day that 
the species count at Berry Head was increasing 
year on year and that many members were now 
able to visit this wonderful site and see the butterfly 
on the wing each year. 
 
Since 2016 the news has got even better, Small 

Blue have been recorded this year on 6 sites in Torbay – the original Lumma-
ton Quarry site (no public access), plus Walls Hill and Hopes Nose in Torquay 
and in Brixham at the quarry area of Berry Head, the South Fort at Berry Head 
and at Fishcombe Cove.  I have followed up all these sightings and found lar-
vae at all the sites except Hopes Nose – proof that they are breeding on these 
sites which gives us great hope for continued success in the future.  Berry 
Head remains the best site for members to see this butterfly in 2020. 
 
The Small Blue at Fishcombe Cove were first sighted in 2019 by BC Devon mem-
ber Tim Williams.  There has always been a good quantity of Kidney Vetch (the 
Small Blue larval foodplant) on the rocky outcrop at Fishcombe Cove and there is 
a small possibility that there has been a colony there unrecorded for some years 
(although I have looked there in the past).  But it is also possible that butterflies 
have flown there from Berry Head and started a new colony.  The Small Blue is not 
a very adventurous species but there are good records in Warwickshire of them 
moving into brownfield sites when the right habitat is created for them.   

 
The ongoing success of the Small Blue is totally 
dependant on good quantities of Kidney Vetch and 
last year many sites lost a lot of these plants in the 
dry summer.  Let’s hope 2019 has been better for 
this rather variable plant. I’m currently seeing plenty 
of Kidney Vetch seedlings at Lummaton due to the 
recent rain and warm sun.  This site has greatly 
benefited from a conservation workday organised 
by BC Devon volunteers last winter and thanks to 
everyone who helped out with this work.   

Small Blue AMANDA HUNTER 

Small Blue larva in old Kidney 
Vetch flower AMANDA HUNTER 
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Colour variation in the female Common Blue - John Rickett 

 
I saw the female Common Blue figured right at 
Trenchford Dam near Hennock on May 22nd  

2019. I had not seen a female Common Blue 
quite like this before. This one is predominant-
ly blue with very little brown which is just re-
stricted to the wing edges.  I was reminded of 
the ‘Mariscolore’ form - a variant seen in the 
Northwest of Scotland and Ireland.   
I sent it to Jenny Plackett who also thought it 
was unusual and sought a further opinion. 
 
Peter Eeles responded to Jenny to say it is not 
Mariscolore.  He provided this link: 
http://www.ukbutterflies.co.uk/species.php?species=icarus 
 
Female Common Blue colour variations are known to be common. The upperwings 
are usually predominantly brown with an often small, but variable amount of blue. 
 
 
Colour cue strong in Holly Blue: At the end of August this year whilst sitting and 
having a hot drink in the garden I noticed a blue-stained bramble leaf nearby. I took 
a closer look, as from a distance it was very much the same colour as a Holly Blue. 
Sure enough, as I sat with my drink, several male Holly Blues in succession flew 
down to inspect the stained leaf only to quickly resume the search for a female 
elswhere. I think the stain colour resulted from a white bird-dropping and drips of 
juice from a ripe blackberry situated just above. 
 
 
 
 

JOHN RICKETT 

Stained leaf left 
and Holly Blue 

right  
PETE HURST 

A Small Blue was reported at Branscombe in early August this year by BC 
member Phil Taylor from Worcestershire. Roger Bristow, Devon BC County 
Recorder commented that this was the first record for the species in East 
Devon since 2014. It is thought that severe winter storms wiped out most of 
the few colonies which had been showing some Small Blue annually for a 
number of years along the East Devon coast. 
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The Long-tailed Blue has been 
widely reported this August with 
sightings in southern counties from 
Kent to Cornwall. BC put out a 
Press Release at the end of August 
titled: “Mediterranean Blue Butterfly 
invades Britain”. Some were seen 
further north in Suffolk and even 
Surrey where none had been re-
ported since 1990. Even Glamor-
gan had a report of the butterfly. 
Neil Hulme commented that such 
numbers of adults was unprece-
dented, and he predicts that in 
September and October home-
grown Long-tailed Blues will result 
where its foodplant, Broad-leafed 
Everlasting Pea and similar plants 
is to be found. He states that the 
butterfly can complete its lifecycle 
in just a month in hot weather - half 
the usual time for many UK butter-
flies. Climate change is believed to 
be the cause of this larger than 
usual influx. 
 
Swallowtail butterflies have also been reported this year and again pre-
sumed to be migrants with the caveat that this is a popular species with UK 
breeders. The scattered sightings were from Barnstaple (20th July, Colin and 
Michelle Beardsley); Exeter (2nd August, Andrew Thomas) and Woodbury 
Salterton (26th August, Mike Meehan). 
 
Painted Lady has been one of the com-
monest migrant butterfly this summer with 
high numbers throughout Devon. Michael 
Brooking counted 82 at Strete Gate on 5th 
August along with a singleton of the also 
migratory Clouded Yellow. 
 
On a guided BC walk at Welcombe Mouth 
on 4th August, close to 100 Painted Ladies 
must have been present during the 3 hour 
walk there. 

Long-tailed 
Blue photo-
graphed at 
Seaton this 
August. 
LUKE 
HARMAN 
Luke saw 
one male 
and 2  
females. 

Painted Lady MIKE GODFREY 
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A Clouded Yellow which 
had been feeding at a gar-
den Buddleia was seen sev-
eral times flying down when 
the sky clouded over to a 
potted Camellia plant (photo 
right) with leaves perfectly 
matching its own colour. 
 
I remember some years 
ago that Amanda Hunter 
noted this kind of behaviour 
when photographing a resting 
Clouded Yellow on a match-
ing yellowing bramble leaf. 
 
 
 
Butterfly flourishes at Marsland  
(story from Devon Wildlife Trust) 
The DWT Marsland nature reserve 
which straddles the border of Devon and 
Cornwall on the north coast has shown 
record numbers of Small Pearl-bordered 
Fritillary in May this year. Colonies of 
this species have dwindled nationally, 
including in Devon. Reserve Officer 
Gary Pilkington reports that on some 
days the Small Pearls were uncountable 
owing to their high numbers. 
 
 
White-letter Hairstreak in garden 
Dave Smallshire couldn’t believe his luck when 
he spotted a White-letter Hairstreak at the bot-
tom of  his garden in Chudleigh. He recorded it 
on 4th July 2019 at 4.30 pm on the top of an 
English Elm of about 25 feet in height and the 
end tree in a long hedgerow full of suckering 
Elm. This follows a report of the species last 
year at the other end of the town in a hedgerow 
nectaring on Wild Privet. 

PETE HURST 

Small Pearl-bordered DAVE LAND 

White-letter Hairstreak 
JACKI SOLMAN 
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Summer Field Trip Reports 
 
The Undercliffs National Nature Reserve 9th June 2019 - Paul Butter 
 
The Undercliffs NNR running from Lyme Regis to Axmouth must be one of the 
most unique mix of wild habitats in  the county and this joint event with the Axe 
Vale & District Conservation Society attracted 9 members. The going is quite 
tough and everyone came in the required walking boots and long trousers.  
 
The weather started a bit uncertainly but by the time we set off the dark clouds 
had passed and the sun started to come out while we were at the first port of 
call, an unimproved calcareous grassland owned by George Allhusen who kind-
ly allowed access. Almost immediately a few Meadow Browns Maniola jurtina 
took to the wing followed by Common Blues Polyocommatus  icarus  and 
Large Skippers Ochlodes sylvanus as the sun 
warmed things up. This meadow is extensively 
grazed by sheep and was a lovely mosaic of 
short, medium and longer sward with masses 
of Bird’s-foot Trefoil along with Eyebrights, 
Milkworts, Scabious and Knapweeds. Working 
our way along and down to more sheltered 
slopes, several Bee Orchids, Pyramidal Or-
chids and some clumps of Horsehoe Vetch 
were spotted along with lots of Rockrose, the 
latter the foodplant of the Brown Argus Aricia 
agestis  and one of these was eventually seen 
by one of our party and closely examined to 
determine the features that distinguish it from female Common Blue. Just be-
fore leaving the field a Red Admiral Vanessa atalanta flew rapidly by. A notable 
feature of this meadow was the abundance of “grass-moths” , members of the 
Pyralidae, which included Crambus perlella, Agriphila straminella and Chryso-
teuchia culmella. Of the larger moths, two Yellow Shell Camptogramma biline-
ata were seen as well as both larvae and adults of the Six-spot Burnet Zygae-
na filipendulae and a Common Carpet Xanthoroe alternata was also seen. 
 
Walking on through the Jurassic jungle, the large Holm Oaks, Beech and Ash 
form  the main canopy with an understorey of Privet and Holly and a wild profu-
sion of Harts-tongue Fern, Horsetails and occasional Stinking Iris. We soon 
emerged into the first of the “Humble Glades”, the earliest to be created and 
now dominated by Wood Small Reed Calamagrostis epigeios and Bird’s-foot 
Trefoil with Marjoram and clumps of Tall Fescue. Here we went through the 
moth trap catch from the previous night which despite being quite cold included 
a number of exciting species, the main attraction being a pair of Privet Hawk-
moths Sphinx ligustri. Of the more local species we saw Great Prominent 
Peridea anceps, Orange Footman Eilema sororcula, Clay Triple-lines Cy-

Brown Argus PAUL BUTTER 
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clophora linearia, 
Barred Umber 
Plagodis pulveraria, 
Dwarf Cream Wave 
Idaea fuscovenosa, 
Mullein Wave Scopula 
marginepunctata and 
Scorched Carpet Lig-
dia adustata. The big 
prize though was the 
RDB moth Morris's 
Wainscot Cortodes 
morrisii, one of the 
UKs' rarest moths which is only currently found in three 10km squares along  
the South coast from Charmouth to Sidmouth where the larvae feed on Tall 
Fescue. A Green Tiger beetle was seen here too. 
 
After a break for lunch, an intrepid re-
mainder of the group went on into the 
other Glades, the next of which is a won-
derful rocky mix of slopes and small ter-
races of limestones and sandstones with 
a great variety of flora with Rockrose 
especially abundant as well as Tall Fes-
cue. Exposed areas of soft sandstone 
were popular with a host of solitary bees 
and an unusual beetle Cryptocephalus 
bipunctatus was spotted on one of the 
very numerous Hawkbit flowers. Here, 
another “grass moth” Crambus pascuella 
was disturbed and a few Burnet Companion Euclidia glyphica were on the 
wing. A large boulder of limestone was investigated where a large scallop shell 
fossil and several smaller fossils were noted. 
 
A short walk through Holm Oak woodland brought us to the third glade, one of 
the most expansive and covered with Bird’s-foot Trefoil and more orchids in-
cluding a couple of Twayblades. A small ammonite was found on the surface 
and large numbers of bees, including some carder bees were working the flow-
er-rich sward. In a sheltered depression we finally netted a beautiful Pyralid 
moth Oncocera semirubella, which I call the rhubarb & custard moth as it is a 
lovely pink and cream colour. This is a very local species along the south coast. 
 
The fourth glade is quite small and very rocky with large limestone boulders on 
which were some decent patches of Kidney Vetch, but unfortunately not 
enough for a Small Blue colony. 

continued over 

    Morris’s Wainscot  (PAUL BUTTER) Barred Umber 

Cryptocephalus bipunctatus  
PAUL BUTTER 
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The final glade is very small but had plenty of orchids plus the rare Purple 
Gromwell. The last bit of excitement was seeing two young Adders under a 

carefully placed roofing-felt refugia. 
 
Thanks to all who made the effort to come along and to Martin Drake for helping 
lead the group; also Mr. Allhusen for permission to walk the meadow and allow 
us to park at Whitlands. 
 
Tiverton Hospital Wildlife  
Garden 22nd June 2019 

Jonathan Aylett 

On a breezy but bright June day, 
a small group of members were 
privileged to be able to visit 
Tiverton Hospital Wildlife Garden 
in the company of the man who 
was inspired to create this de-
lightful, green mini-haven, Rotari-
an Gavin Haig FRCS, a retired 
surgeon and former Chairman 
of Devon BC. 
 
Situated aside an old Devon hedge bank in which stand some large trees in-
cluding a fine hybrid Poplar and well within sight of the hospital wards, the gar-
den comprises grassed areas interspersed with "islands" of flowerbeds in differ-
ent shapes. Within these islands grow a remarkable diversity of plants including Pink 
Purslane, Potentilla, Musk, Foxgloves, Meadowsweet, Cranesbill, Comfrey, Cross-
wort, Yarrow, Marigold, Lemon Balm, Purple Toadflax and Ox-eye Daisies, and a 
number of species of herbs reflecting Gavin's interest in herbs and homoeopathy. 
 
Nearby log piles have been built for hedgehogs, small mammals and slow-
worms, whilst a number of nest boxes have been occupied by various species 
of Tit, Song Thrush and Spotted Flycatcher. Butterflies recorded include Brim-
stone, Large White, Common Blue, Red Admiral and Small Tortoiseshell. 
Gavin's enthusiasm for his creation knows no bounds and, with the help of col-
leagues in The Rotary Club of Exe Valley of which he is a member, the garden 
was selected as overall winner in the RIBI Environment Award in 2018. The cita-
tion attached to the award reads : " In respect of .. creating an extensive wildlife 
garden in the grounds of Tiverton Hospital providing a habitat for birds, insects 
and small mammals." 
 
So, Gavin, thank you for introducing us to what you described as "my little sanc-
tuary" which, apart from being such a creative use of what might otherwise have 
been a somewhat unexciting corner of the hospital grounds, has inspired and 
given enjoyment to so many patients recuperating from illnesses there. 

On the tour of the Hospital Wildlife Garden PETE HURST 
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Ashclyst Forest near Broadclyst field meeting 30th June 2019 - Pete Hurst 
 
The start of the day was cloudy but the forecast promised improving condi-
tions, which turned out to be so. 
 
A party of 16 assembled in the Forest Gate car park area. People had travelled 
from Cornwall (Torpoint), Somerset (Wellington), South Devon (Kingsbridge) and 
from more locally. Our guide was National Trust volunteer Malcolm Jarvis, who 
chose an excellent route designed to encounter the maximum number of butter-
fly species. The main target species, White Admiral and Silver-washed Fritillary 
were quickly spotted as we began the walk. A cool, wet June had slowed down 
emergences and the White Admiral had only been on the wing for a few days; 
we nevertheless totalled around 20 of these on our walk. Silver-washed was far 
fewer in number, 5 or 6 in all, but again, the season was late. 
 
Ringlet was the commonest butterfly found throughout the narrow rides. 
Meadow Brown was seen in much lower numbers, and we met with just a 
few Speckled Wood - our event was somewhat between its 2 main broods. 
Large Skippers were dotted about as were a few Red Admiral. Several 
Whites passed us quickly and remained unidentified though the consensus 
was that they were either of the 2 “Cabbage” ones. Green-veined White was 
positively id’d a couple of times as were some fresh Commas. 
 
One Scarlet Tiger moth was encountered: their sea-
son was late too and only just beginning. The Forest 
can be an excellent place to see this day-flying moth.  
 
5-spot Burnet moths were seen in small numbers 
in some damp woodland pasture meadows that 
Malcolm lead us through towards the end of the 
walk. Also at the end, an eagle-eyed observer 
spotted a Helleborine which was not in flower but 
which most likely was Broad-leaved. 
 
 
 
Hyperparasitism in a moth 
In October last year David Turrell found 
a Fox Moth caterpillar on Bovey Heath 
near Bovey Tracey covered in parasitic 
wasp cocoons. Whilst watching and 
taking pictures he observed a Hyper-
parasitic wasp presumably laying its 
eggs on the cocoons. 
 
 

Scarlet Tiger  
PETE HURST 

 
 
    DAVID 
 TURRELL 
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Record numbers of Brown Argus at  
Orley Common  
On 2nd August 2019, Michael Brooking and 
Vic Tucker had a very satisfying  butterfly-
spotting day at Orley Common, near Ip-
plepen. This Teignbridge Council managed 
reserve is a limestone grassland site which 
is good for butterflies, flowers and wildlife gen-
erally. It is a known site for Brown Argus but 
the butterfly can be hard to find in some sea-
sons. Michael and Vic counted 39 on their visit 
which must be a record and they also saw an-
other 18 species of butterfly on the same day. 
They did not encounter Brown Hairstreak which can be seen in some years there. 
 
Variation in Jersey Tiger 
Dave Holloway photographed 
four Jersey Tigers over 4th 
and 5th August this year at 
his home in Paignton and 
afterwards thought he would 
look to check for possible var-
iation in wing pattern  and 
whether there were any 
“repeats” or if they were all 
different moths. 
 
They were in fact, all  
different individuals as the small 
variations in markings shows. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Brown Argus pair MICHAEL BROOKING 

          DAVE HOLLOWAY 
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Papillon Gin is created in a small distillery in More-
tonhampstead within the Dartmoor National Park. It 
is named after the Pearl-bordered Fritillary (photo 
right) which is an endangered UK species but is 
found around the Moor in a number of places. Own-
ers Adam and Claire donate 1% of sales to All The 
Moor Butterflies project which is helping to conserve 
the species. The gin recently won a Gold award in 
an international competition. 
 
 
 
Alternative foodplants for Elephant Hawk moth 
Whilst on a BC sales/information stall this 
autumn, a visitor to the stall mentioned 
finding an Elephant Hawk larva feeding on 
Himalayan Balsam. I had not heard of this as 
an alternative foodplant, but checking online 
the RHS list it as a foodplant for the moth. I 
had not noticed before, but it is also named in 
Paul Waring’s Field Guide to the Moths of 
Great Britain and Ireland when I checked. 
The moth will happily use Fuchsia in gardens 
as well as the usual Willowherbs found in the 
wild, and people who don’t know the caterpil-
lar often come forward wanting to know what 
the large caterpillars eating their Fuchsia are. 
Bedstraws are also mentioned as an alternative 
foodplant and also Enchanter’s Nightshade. 

MIKE GODFREY 

Elephant Hawk larva 
KEVIN NEW 

Peter Vernon found this 
Convolvulus Hawk moth 
flapping outside his door 
near Colyton on 2nd Au-
gust this year. It was dam-
aged with one underwing 
missing. I think that some-
times they are brought 
down by cats - perhaps that 
happened here. Note the 
huge eyes that must assist 
its night time vision. 
(Photo: PETER VERNON) 
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Devon Butterfly Conservation work days Nov. 2019 - February 2020 
 
Many of our work days are targeted towards helping specific butterfly species but 
always benefit many other wildlife species that prefer more warmth and light that 
our clearing work provides. It is usually just ok to turn up on the day, but if adverse 
weather threatens cancellation or for any other queries, a contact number is pro-
vided for each event. Participants can attend for just part of a day if they wish but 
should always tell the contact person if they leave early. Bring lunch, a drink, wa-
terproof clothing, stout footwear or boots and gardening gloves. Most people bring 
their own cutting tools but often some will be available to use on the day. 
 
Sun. 3rd November 2019: Chudleigh Knighton Heath (north end)  
10.30 am - 2.30 pm 
Meet at Dunley Cross near Chudleigh Knighton [SX 837 775]. This is mid-way 
between Chudleigh Knighton and Bovey Tracey on the B3344 and a cross-
roads for Hennock, Bovey Tracey, Chudleigh Knighton and Kingsteignton. 
There are several laybys to park in around this junction on the Kingsteignton 
and Chudleigh Knighton sides. We will be clearing scrub, removing some trees 
and raking up the litter. This will benefit Pearl and Small Pearl-bordered Fritil-
lary, which breed here. Devon Wildlife Trust will bring some tools on the day. 
Event contact: Pete Hurst 01626 854 182. 
 
 

Black-veined White butterflies in Georgia (JULIA PRESTON) 
This was a species found in England up until the 1920’s when it became extinct.  

(Contributed by John Rickett) 
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Sun.10th November 2019: Little Breach Reserve near Culmstock 10.30 am - 2.30 pm 
Meet at the end of the lane leading to Purchas Farm (ST 108 154). Leave the 
M5 at junction 27 and take the A38 towards Wellington. After about 3 miles, 
just after passing over the M5, turn right onto the B3391 signposted 
Culmstock / Hemyock. After 1.1 miles turn left, signposted Woodgate / Bea-
con. Continue for 0.7 mile, going straight across 2 sets of crossroads and 
passing a ‘no through road’ sign and park where you can at the end of the 
lane. From here it is about 0.5 mile to the site (ST 115 155). There is usually 
raking up to do after the brushcutter and also some scrub/small tree cutting. 
Useful tools to bring: rakes, general cutting tools. Some branch hayrakes will 
be available on the day. Event contact: Pete Hurst 01626 854 182. 
 
Sat. 16th November 2019: Lydford Reserve 10.30 am - 2.30 pm 
Continuing the essential winter clearance work for the Heath Fritillary and 
other butterflies. Main work will be raking up following the brushcutter but 
also some coppicing of trees and scrub. Rakes and pitchforks will be availa-
ble but you are welcome to bring your own tools if you wish – small saws and 
loppers will also be useful for the coppicing work. It is a half-mile mostly level 
walk to get to the site. Meet in the National Trust’s Waterfall car park [SX 500 
832] which lies a mile southwest of the main Lydford Gorge entrance. Event 
contact: Colin Sargent: 01822 810 433. 
 
Sun. 24th November 2019: Ashclyst Forest near Broadclyst  
10.30 am - 2.30 pm 
Ashclyst is an important butterfly habitat and is a new site for our conserva-
tion tasks. Today we will be helping to coppice one of the ride edges at Snaf-
fle Park (10 minute walk away) by removing small trees. Pearl-bordered Fri-
tillary breeds here and our work should help to increase numbers.  
Bring cutting tools. Meet in the main Forest Gate car park [SX 999 995].  
Directions: Travelling north from Exeter, take the B3181 through Pinhoe and 
Broadclyst and take a right turn just BEYOND the left turn to Killerton House 
(signed to Ashclyst Forest) and follow this lane for a further mile going past 
two left turns, and the Forest Gate car park is on your left. This route is less 
narrow and avoids blind junctions on the more direct route from Broadclyst.  
Event contact: Phil Stuckey 07768 865 021 (National Trust Ranger). 
 
Sat. 18th January 2020: Miltor Mator Common near Kingskerswell  
10.30 am - 2.30 pm 
Meet at Dainton railway bridge [SX 853 666] between Ipplepen and Kingsker
-swell. Best to park in nearby Dainton village and walk to the meeting point 
as parking is very limited. There is a short muddy slope on the way into Miltor 
Mator so wellies or boots advised. Bring cutting tools for removing scrub and 
small trees, gardening gloves and lunch.  
Please note that we shall run this event even if the day is wet (wearing  
waterproofs!). Event contact: Pete Hurst 01626 854 182.  
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Sat.. 25th January 2020: Chudleigh Knighton Heath (south end)  
10.30 am - 2.30 pm 
Park in the gateway near the dragonfly ponds and old railway at SX 839 769.  
DIRECTIONS: From the A38 travelling from the Plymouth direction, take the 
exit slip for Chudleigh Knighton. At top of slip road turn left (heading for Bovey 
Tracey) and the gateway is 200 yards on the left. We will be coppicing and 
scrub clearing close to where a large glade has recently been created and 
Pearl-bordered Fritillary is present. Bow saws and other cutting tools will be 
useful but some DWT tools should be available on the day. Event contact: 
Pete Hurst 01626 854 182. 
 
Sat. 1st February 2020: Haldon Forest near Exeter 10.30 am - 2.30 pm 
Meet in the car park of Haldon Forest Park (entrance at SX 884 849) on the 
Haldon Racecourse to Dunchideock road, about 1 mile from A38 and the race
-course. Attendees will be able to park here free for this task but must arrive 
promptly to receive a parking permit. We will then drive to the work site in as 
few cars as we can. We will be managing the early Fritillaries breeding area 
by mainly removing or coppicing tree growth. There will also be some Gorse 
scrub clearing work. Bring cutting tools - some tools will also be available. For-
estry Commission staff should be in attendance. Contact for this event: Jenny 
Plackett: 07918 073 654.  
 
Sat. 8th February 2020: Lydford Reserve 10.30 am - 2.30 pm 
Continuing the essential winter clearance work for the Heath Fritillary and oth-
er butterflies. Main work will be raking up following the brushcutter but also 
some coppicing of trees and scrub. Rakes and pitchforks will be available but 
you are welcome to bring your own tools if you wish – small saws and loppers 
will also be useful for the coppicing work. It is a half-mile mostly level walk to 
get to the site. Meet in the National Trust’s Waterfall car park [SX 500 832] 
which lies a mile southwest of the main Lydford Gorge entrance. Event con-
tact: Colin Sargent: 01822 810 433. 
 
Sun. 23rd February 2020: Heathfield Reserve near Bovey Tracey  
10.30 am - 2.30 pm 
Meet on Dragoon Close (road sign missing) on Heathfield Industrial Estate, 
postcode TQ12 6TU. From the A38 take the A382 towards Bovey Tracey. Af-
ter about 400 yards turn right at the traffic lights into Battle Road. After about 
another 300 yards turn left into Cavalier Road. Drive along a straight section 
of this road for about 800 yards and Dragoon Close is on the left just as the 
road starts to bend to the right. We shall be raking, clearing and coppicing at 
Teignbridge’s Heathfield reserve to maintain the open and warm heathland 
there. The work has benefited Silver-studded Blue in the past. Some cutting 
tools and rakes will be available or bring your own. 
Event contact: Pete Hurst 01626 854 182.  
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Committee members and contacts list 

Jonathan Aylett  - Chairman                                                       01626 824715 
Apple Cottage, Liverton, Newton Abbot TQ12 6HN                                 jsaylett@googlemail.com  

 
Peter Beale - Conservation Adviser                                           01626 333106 
22 Frobisher Road, Newton Abbot TQ12 4HT                                            su5917@eclipse.co.uk 

 
Paul Butter - Events Co-ordinator/Health & Safety                     01297 442290 
The Haven, Woodmead Road, Lyme Regis DT7 3AD                      paulnbutter@hotmail.com                 
 
Mary Harold - Publicity Officer                                                    01566 783188                            
                                                                                                      mary.harold@btinternet.com 
 
Barry Henwood - County Moth Recorder                                    01626 364080 
Greenacre, 6 Lakeland, Abbotskerswell TQ12 5YF                         barryhenwood@gmail.com      

 

Dave Holloway - Website records                                      d.hllwy51@gmail.com                                                                         
 
Pete  Hurst - Editor                                                            01626 854182 
36 Woodway Street, Chudleigh, Newton Abbot TQ13 0JU                  pete-hurst@outlook.com 
 
Ray Jones - Treasurer                                                                01884 255386 
10 Broomhill, Tiverton EX16 5AS                                              ray1432.jones@btinternet.com 
 

Colin Sargent - Lydford Reserve Officer                                     01822 810433 
Stags Head House, Brentor, Tavistock  PL19 ONP                            colin@colinsargent.co.uk 
 

Marjory Taylor - Branch Organiser                                        01404 881250 
Danes View, Lower Lane, Dalwood, Axminster EX13 7DW 
 

Amy Walkden                                                                              07787 135409 
2 Berry Close, Abbotskerswell TQ12 5PH                                                        amy.amy@me.com 
 
 
Non-committee posts for Devon BC:- 
 
Roger Bristow - County Butterfly Recorder                                 01395 578003 
2, Sid Bank, Sid Lane, Sidmouth EX10 9AW                            devonbristows@btinternet.com 
 
Jenny Evans - Transect & WCBS Co-ordinator          jennifer.evans@lineone.net 
 
Lesley Kerry - Silver-studded Blue Co-ordinator                         01395 567880          
                                                                          lesley.kerry@ymail.com 
 
Phil Parr - East Devon Coast/Undercliffs phil.parr@warwickshire-butterflies.org.uk 
Co-ordinator  
 
Amanda Hunter -  In Your Area Webteam Member        amanda.bc@clara.co.uk 
 
Bill Potter - In Your Area Webteam member                 w_ j_potter@hotmail.com  
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Female High Brown Fritillary 
DAVE HOLLOWAY 

Female Silver-washed Fritillary 
MIKE GODFREY 

Images of a Puss moth larva (PETER VERNON) 
feeding on Poplar. 
 
The larva can extend red whip-like structures 
from its 2 tails when it is alarmed, shown left 


