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A little quiz to get you started…. 

                            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Can you match the 9 Larval food plants above to the correct 

Lancashire butterflies? 

                                                                                        Answers on Page 32 

             A                                      B                                    C 

                D                                   E                                    F 

             G                                      H                                    I 

Northern Brown Argus 

Holly Blue 

Purple Hairstreak 

Large White 

Common Blue 

Peacock 

Dark Green Fritillary 

Painted Lady 

Orange-tip 
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Message from the Chair…. 
 

A s I sit here wondering where the warm sunshine of the Bank Holiday 

weekend has gone, I am happy to reflect on what has generally been a good 

summer for our region’s butterflies and moths. There is a lovely article on page 22 

“How Special Has 2019 Been For Lancashire’s Butterflies?” 

We have had a full programme of field-trips that have all gone ahead as planned 

without any “rain stopped play” issues. A total of 11 walks covering the branch 

including the Sefton coast, Fylde Coast, Hyndburn, Rossendale, Trough of 

Bowland, and several in the Morecambe Bay Limestones Area attracted  151 of 

you to come along to see our region’s butterflies and day-flying moths in some 

spectacular scenery with like-minded individuals.  I am delighted to be able to 

share with you that over these 11 walks, 33 out of county’s list of 35 butterflies 

were seen! Over the next few months we will be putting together our list of 

events for 2020 with some new locations to look out for!  

We were pleased to see a good number of you attend our annual Members’ Day 

and AGM  in early July at RSPB Leighton Moss. This was yet again very well 

planned and organized by Chris Winnick, with the usual high quality speakers and 

lovely walk to follow in the afternoon. You will find the full report on the day from 

page 6, along with the reports from our AGM. We will be planning next year’s 

event shortly and would be pleased to hear of any suitable venues in the south of 

our branch, please do get in touch with Chris or myself if you could suggest 

somewhere suitable. We would be delighted to see more of you at this our 

flagship event, so why not plan to come along next year! 

Our own volunteer conservation work-parties will resume on Tuesday 1st October 

at our  Myers Allotment Reserve in Silverdale led by our Reserve Officer Dave 

Wrigley. This is a wonderful opportunity to spend some time outdoors in some 

beautiful countryside, with like-minded people. The “work-party” name may 

perhaps put you off considering this, however, you can do as much or as little as 

you feel able and is a wonderful way of getting involved and feeling like you are 

making a difference. Please see Dave’s article on page 18 for more details, and if 

getting there is what is preventing you from attending, please get in touch with 

Dave or myself to see if there is anyone who may be able to give you a lift. 
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We have been pleased to be able to attend several events, including the opening of 

a “Forest School” at St Leonard’s CofE Primary School,  Balderstones, where we had 

a moth-trap out overnight  and the resultant moths enthralled the children; Forestry 

England’s “Big Forest Find” in Drinkwater Park, Manchester, and 2 events with the 

Pendle Hill Partnership Trust at Clarion House in Newchurch-in-Pendle and we are 

looking forward to attending Lancashire Wildlife Trust’s Volunteer Conference again 

in October where we get to spread the word about our work with a very large 

audience who are already engaged with the conservation concept. 

Following the success of our 2 recent conferences in conjunction with Cumbria 

Branch, we are currently in the process of getting the North West Universities 

together  to not only show-case the current research being carried out on 

butterflies, moths and habitat restoration in the North-West, but also to inspire the 

current undergraduate students  to  consider doing further research in this area. 

The date has  been set as Saturday 26th October at Salford University. Please keep 

an eye on our website for further details , we will also send out a Dotmailer once all 

the details are confirmed. 

This year is the 20th anniversary of National Moth Nights  and we are pleased to be 

able to offer you 4 separate events that you can attend to find out more  about 

moths and moth-ing. The events are detailed on pages 42 & 43, please register your 

interest for any of these events with the relevant person. 

We are still hoping that one or two of you will come forward to see what being on 

the committee of this vibrant branch of Butterfly Conservation is all about. The 

branch covers not only Lancashire, but also Greater Manchester and Northern 

Merseyside and we would  welcome having representatives from Manchester and 

Merseyside alongside us. Why not drop me a line or give me a call to find out a little 

more, and maybe come along to one of our meetings to  

see if you would like to get involved.  We meet on a 

Monday evening, 3 times a year at a venue less than 5 

minutes from M6 J31. 

As the days begin to shorten and become cooler, and the 

butterfly season draws to a close, I wish you all a very 

pleasant autumn and  winter season, and hope to see you 

at one of our events or conservation work parties. 

Jane Jones 
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2019 Annual Member’s Day & AGM 

Leighton Moss RSPB  Visitor Centre 

& Walk on Arnside Knott 

Sunday 14th July 

 

Despite a busy day of sport and other competing interests thirty members arrived 

at the excellent RSPB reserve at 9.15am to view the overnight’s selection of moths 

from the centre moth trap. After a mild night the trap had a good number and 

variety of moths with the Short-Cloaked micro moth putting in only a second 

appearance....and first since 2008. They 

might be common but for widespread 

appeal it is hard to beat Elephant and Poplar 

Hawk moths and the ever stunning Buff Tip 

moth. ‘Thank you’ to Steve Benner and Irene 

Mower for making the moth event possible. 

After time to photograph moths, sign in and 

enjoy a hot drink, Jane Jones welcomed all 

to the Member’s Day/AGM at Leighton Moss. Jane outlined the programme, 

invited members to buy raffle tickets and introduced Steve Benner who gave us an 

outstanding talk on ‘Summer Moths.’ Steve defined 

‘summer moths’ as moths on the wing in May, June 

and July and that all ‘scaly-winged’ insects can be 

grouped into a taxonomic sequence......... with 

butterflies sandwiched in the middle between the 

Foresters/Burnets and the Pyralidae. (Whenever I 

listen to one of Steve’s talks I end up convinced that 

butterflies are a small group of moths......on this 

occasion I even started to believe they may be 

‘micro-moths’!) 

Continuing with the taxonomic theme Steve started 

with the evolutionary most ‘primitive’ 
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Micropterigidae: (Mandibulate Archaic Moths).... they have no mouth parts but can 

live on pollen from buttercup flowers.......and moved on to the ‘Swifts’ that have 

poorly developed ovipositors that ‘spray’ eggs in flight. Next we saw examples of 

sexless ‘Bagworms’, the ‘Golden Tubic’, a stunning photograph of a ‘Twenty Plume 

Moth’, the ‘Garden Rose Tortrix’, (which has as many colour variations as a garden 

rose), and ‘Clearwings’ that mimic wasps and bees....... before we finally came to 

the classification known as ‘Butterflies’!  

Skipping over this relatively small group (only just forgivable as we now know that 

‘butterflies’ are ‘moths’!) Steve looked at more advanced species starting with 

examples of Pyralids: the Bee Moth that feeds on bee nest detritus, the Mother of 

Pearl....our biggest ‘micro’ and bigger than many ‘macros’..... and the Chinese 

Character that looks so like a bird dropping it can even defy a Robin when sitting 

outside a moth trap! Geometers covered included Blood Vein, spread north by 

climate change, Yellow Shell, Chimney Sweeper and the stunning Netted Pug. 

Continuing up the evolutionary ladder we learnt about the Blotched Emerald, that 

can mimic a leaf being eaten by a leaf minor, Puss Moths and Sallow Kittens, Buff 

Tips, Snouts, White Satin Moths, The Cinnabar and representing the Noctuids The 

Beautiful Golden Y. 

This was a first rate presentation and very well received; Steve has a gift of putting 

detailed knowledge over in a clear and entertaining manner, and….. his slides were 

some of the best I have ever seen. If you get the chance to see one of his talks 

cancel everything else!  

After a short refreshment break Jane introduced Chris Winnick to give a 

presentation on ‘Gardening for 

Butterflies’. He made an almost blatant 

appeal for more conservation volunteers 

as he explained that 40% of our 

butterflies.....the ‘specialists’.... were not 

likely to be found in gardens but would 

benefit from ‘gardening’ on a 

conservation work party! He gave 

examples of how rare fritillaries and 
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other niche species could benefit from the right type of habitat management but 

then moved on to more conventional territory by explaining how gardeners could 

(and should!) make a significant difference to the 60% of butterflies that can benefit 

from wildlife friendly gardening. 

Chris stressed that providing caterpillar food plants such as a variety of Grasses, 

Nettles, Jack-by-the-Hedge, Bird’s-Foot Trefoil, Buckthorn, Holly and Ivy was as 

important as providing nectar sources. He asked us to note the species and varieties 

of ‘old-fashioned’ flowers that we find attracting pollinators every 6-8 weeks from 

March to October whenever we visit gardens, nurseries and ornamental parks but 

advised against many of the garden centre ‘new improved cultivars’ that often are 

nectar poor.  

Finally he provided lists of recommended species and guidance on planting 

schemes,  mowing regimes, use of native hedging, keeping a ‘wild patch’ and 

avoiding peat and chemicals....especially systemic weed killers. Look out for Chris’s 

article on wild life gardening in next Spring’s issue of this newsletter! 

Running slightly late we had the raffle (‘thank you’ to Jane who donated most of the 

prizes) and then by agreement combined lunch with our AGM. Minutes of the 2018 

AGM were proposed as a true account by Dave Wrigley and seconded by Chris 

Winnick. The various officer reports issued at the AGM are reprinted below...but at 

the meeting Jane summarised her Chair’s report (copies were available) and made 

available copies of the latest financial statement. Dave Wrigley highlighted key 

points from his Myers Allotment report and Jane gave the Moth and IT/Social Media 

report. 

With all existing officers of the branch 

willing to continue, Joy Sharp proposed 

that they should all be re-appointed. 

This was seconded by Archie Simpson 

and passed unanimously.  

Following the morning’s activities at 

Leighton Moss most reconvened in the 

NT car park at Arnside Knott to be 
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greeted by our guides Chris and Head Warden Craig McCoy. Craig gave an 

interesting introduction to the management of this fantastic site before we set off 

on an extensive circuit of some of the most varied and interesting habitats. 

Our key target was the HBF but due to dull weather and poor emergence none were 

seen. We were also just too early to see Scotch Argus (in 2018 they had emerged; 

this year we were two days too soon!) However species we did find included 

Grayling, Meadow Brown, Ringlet, Speckled Wood, Gatekeeper, Northern Brown 

Argus, Small and Large Skipper and Dark Green Fritillary. Craig also found us Bush 

Crickets and Wood Ants and some of the best views you can find anywhere in NW 

England.  

Although some species put in a ‘no show’ the walk included much discussion on 

management techniques and a route that included all the key breeding areas for 

HBF, DGF and SA. Our guides were thanked for their valued help and many said they 

would now return to areas that they previously did not know existed! There is 

always more to discover! 

This ended another excellent Member’s Day and AGM....our ‘flagship’ event of the 

year. We must thank all who helped and especially the RSPB at Leighton Moss who 

kindly supported this event. Planning now starts for 2020 and after being in North 

Lancs. we are looking for a site further south....if you have ideas on this June/July 

event  please contact Jane or Chris.  

Chris Winnick 
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BC Lancashire Branch AGM Reports 

Chair’s Report: Jane Jones 

The last 9 months have been a steep learning curve for me in my new role 

as Chair of Lancashire Branch, taking over from Chris Winnick – a hard act to fol-

low! Chris resigned as Chair last year at our AGM after 4 years in the role; as no-

one else came forward to take up the position, I felt it important that the branch 

continued to be led from the front and so stepped up to do my best for Lancashire 

branch. Chris continues to be a much-appreciated source of support, encourage-

ment and advice to me as I grow into the role. Chris continues in the role of Branch 

Organiser for which we are all delighted.  

The Committee has seen some other changes too since our last AGM, Tom 

Dunbar has resigned from the committee and from his role as Field-trip Co-

ordinator, having organized our best-ever programme of events across the branch, 

which so far have all gone ahead without any weather disruption. Dave Coleman, 

our Greater Manchester co-ordinator, has also sadly retired for personal reasons. 

Our Newsletter Editor, Laura Sivell (also our County Butterfly Recorder) has now 

stepped down from the Newsletter editing role after many, many years so I will 

produce the next edition and am hopeful that someone will come forward to help 

us with what is now a lovely, full-colour production. This is a role that would ena-

ble someone to help with the Branch without necessarily committing to a com-

mittee role – could that be you? Laura, as County Recorder, has produced yet an-

other fantastic Butterfly & Moth Report (with contributions from our County Moth 

Recorders) highlighting the state of our county’s butterflies, which you will all have 

received in May along with the Spring Newsletter. 

The Committee now comprises 8 of us, and we would benefit from and 

welcome new people onto the committee. If you think that you may be interested, 

we meet 3-4 times a year at a venue 5 minutes from J31 on the M6 on a Monday 

evening. There are several roles ‘available’, some could be carried out as an Asso-

ciate Committee Member without the commitment of having to attend regular 

committee meetings or you may wish to attend our next meeting to see if this is 

right for you. Either way, if you think you could help to support and develop the 

branch, please do get in touch! 
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 The habitat at our Myers Allotment Reserve in Silverdale continues to im-

prove year on year, thanks to the tireless work of our Reserve Officer Dave Wrigley 

and our dedicated team of volunteers. Dave spends many a long hour both at the 

reserve managing the weekly winter work-parties, carrying out summer mainte-

nance when needed and the seemingly endless paperwork required for the Country-

side Stewardship Scheme. We are all indebted to Dave for his hard-work, time and 

dedication! More about the reserve from Dave Wrigley in his report 

 Recognition must also be made to our merry band of volunteers who turn 

out week after week from October through to March to carry out the necessary con-

servation work required to develop and maintain the site. Thank you one and all!! 

 I hope that you all take the time now and again to check out the Lancashire 

branch area of the BC website to follow what is happening. Gemma McMullan has 

made a big difference to our pages, updating the information and making it all as 

accessible as possible. Gemma is also responsible for our Twitter feed with almost 

daily updates and shares of relevant things of interest, events and sightings.  

 We have had a full programme of field trips this year, starting in early May 

with a trip in the beautiful Forest of Bowland to see Emperor moths and Green Hair-

streaks, several in the Arnside and Silverdale AONB to see our many species of Fritil-

lary including Pearl-bordered, Small Pearl-bordered, Duke of Burgundy, High Brown 

and Dark Green. Other trips include visits to Rossendale, Accrington, Ainsdale Sand 

Dunes, Lytham Sand Dunes and in October a fantastic opportunity to visit behind 

the scenes to see the collections and hear about the work being done in the Ento-

mology Department at the Liverpool World Museum. I have been out-and about 

over the last few weeks investigating new possible sites for some visits next year. 

What is most fabulous is that, so far, all visits have gone ahead as planned without 

any “rain-stopped-play” issues! Long may that last! Thank you to all our Field-trip 

leaders and first-aiders as without you giving up your free time, our programme 

wouldn’t be what it is. 

 In March we jointly held another hugely successful conference with the Uni-

versity of Lancaster and Cumbria Branch. A big thank-you to Chris Winnick, Dr Rosa 

Menendez, Dr Andrew Wilby, Martin Wain and all the speakers and students in-

volved in organizing and presenting this event, and to the University of Lancaster for 

hosting us. 
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 We have attended a few events with a stand, display and leaflets promoting 

BC and the branch, with more still to come including the opening of Balderstones 

Primary School’s “Forest School”, some events with the Pendle Hill Partnership Trust 

and with Forestry England’s Big Forest Find at Drinkwater Park. I am delighted to be 

able to get us out and about at events like these across Lancashire, Greater Man-

chester and Northern Merseyside, and it would be wonderful to have some branch 

volunteers who could help us “man the stand” at these events. If you would like to 

help with this, please do get in touch!  

 Finally, I would like to thank all our committee for their hard-work and sup-

port over the last 9 months as we look forward to another year full of opportunities, 

and lastly, but by no means least, a heartfelt thank-you to you, our members, with-

out whose support none of this would be possible. 

Financial: (BC Head Office fulfill the role of Treasurer for the branch) 

Branch Account is looking very healthy with an overall balance of £7900+ 

With our ever-increasing membership the branch subs that we receive have in-

creased again from £4500 last year to £5028 this year! We returned £4000 to Manor 

Yard (BC Head Office) for their Double Your Impact Appeal in April of this year, and 

we will be investing in some new equipment for the volunteer work that takes place 

at our Myers Allotment Reserve through the winter months. 

In March, the branch bought 100 copies of the newly published Butterflies and Day-

flying Moths book published by Lancashire and Cheshire Fauna Society and are sell-

ing these through at £12.00 each along with Brian Hancock’s Pug Moths of NW Eng-

land (also £12.00). We have now sold 34 copies of the Butterfly book and 72 copies 

of the Pug Moth books. 

Membership:  Zoe Foster 

As of the 13th of June 2019, the branch had a total of 880 Member households with 

a total of 1,240 individual Branch Members, a small rise on last year’s numbers 

(863/1224 on 1st Oct 2018), although new member notifications are always higher 

through the summer months and during BCs Big Butterfly Count which attracts a lot 

of publicity. We have an on-going half-price offer on membership, there are leaflets 

available to pick up if you are not already a member. 
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Myers Allotment Reserve:  

Myers Allotment Work Parties 

The final work party of the season was held on 26th March 2019.  A total of 25 work 

parties were held last winter, with over 800 hours worked. 

It is expected that work parties will recommence in October 2019 and will be held 

once a week, on a Tuesday.  All major scrub clearance work has now been complet-

ed and future work will mainly consist of bramble and other minor scrub control. 

We are badly in need of extra (particularly younger!!) volunteers, so if you can help 

do please get in touch. 

Indicators of Success 

All the hard work carried out by the volunteers over the last 8 years would appear 

to be paying off. 

Carter Jonas, Land Agents for the Leighton Hall Estate, paid us a visit on 14th June 

2019 and were favourably impressed by what has been achieved so far.  

Wildflowers put on a fantastic display this year, with violets in abundance and cow-

slips continuing to spread throughout the site.  Yellow rattle is also becoming well 

established and spreading throughout the site, following seeding carried out in 

2017. 

Nest box monitoring revealed that nesting birds had yet another reasonably suc-

cessful breeding season, with 138 young successfully fledged (75% of the total).  

Birds fledged comprised 77 Blue Tits, 27 Great Tits, 20 Nuthatches and 1 Tawny Owl.  

Woodcock were once again seen roding and it would appear that they are now actu-

ally breeding on site, with 2 adults and 3 young seen on 21st June 2019. 

As far as the butterflies are concerned, Northern Brown Argus continue to thrive, 

with 17 seen on transect by Joy Sharp on one day a couple of weeks ago.  Small 

numbers of Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary have once again been seen and good 

numbers of large fritillaries are flying at the moment.  Only a couple have so far 

been identified and these were both Dark Green.  The likelihood is that they were all 

Dark Green, as there have been no confirmed sightings of High Brown for the last 4 

years. 
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A moth trapping session was held by Lancaster University, as part of their Moth 

Challenge, on the night of 5th July 2019, with just over 70 species of moths recorded.    

Countryside Stewardship Agreement 

I am pleased to report that on the 29th March 2019 a payment of £1475.50 was re-

ceived, representing the full revenue payment due for 2017.  The dispute with the 

RPA regarding the claimable areas and suitability of the GS6 (maintenance of spe-

cies-rich grassland) prescription option is still ongoing.  However, John Davis (Head 

of Reserves) has confirmed that, as the penalty was a consequence of his claiming 

and he hasn’t made any progress with the appeal (and has ever decreasing expecta-

tions of doing so), HO decided to allocate the full payment that was expected for the 

reserve and absorb centrally whatever the eventual income deficit might be.  It re-

mains to be seen what will happen regarding the payments for 2018 onwards. 

John has confirmed that claims for the capital items (£3375 for stone wall restora-

tion and £1680 for 1ha of scrub clearance work) have been submitted and acknowl-

edged by the RPA, but we are still awaiting approval and payment. The mapping 

exercise carried out by Lucy Morton (Reserves Officer from HO) has confirmed that 

we could safely claim the 1ha of scrub clearance required under the terms of the 

agreement. 

As a result of a site meeting held with Lucy Morton and Bill Grayson and Sally Ward, 

the graziers, on 22nd March 2019, it was agreed that grazing would be extended 

from August through till December this year. 

Possible Duke of Burgundy Introduction 

Myers Allotment has been identified as a potential DofB introduction site, as part of 

a Cumbria University HLF bid, aimed at restoring 10 species across various taxa 

throughout Cumbria and the Morecambe Bay area, known as the BOOM (Back On 

Our Map) project. 

A site meeting was held with Chris Winnick and Matthew Oates (former National 

Trust wildlife adviser, now retired, and world-renowned expert on the DofB butter-

fly) on 24th March 2019.  Matthew stated that the site has good potential but is 

probably 3/4 years off being suitable.  He felt that the autumn grazing pressure is 
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currently just a little too hard for winter pupal survival and, in his opinion, the cattle 

would need to come off 3/4 weeks earlier than they do at present, i.e. early/mid-

November.  Also, the bramble problem would need to be resolved and Matthew 

stated that winter cutting and raking does nothing to control it and that we would 

need to try summer cutting, which I foresee as a potential problem as regards 

nesting birds and other flora.  Also, as we are already aware, more primulas 

(especially cowslip) are needed.  Enquiries are ongoing with regard to obtaining a 

quantity of cowslip plug plants for planting out this year. 

I received a phone call from Mick Mayhew of the University of Cumbria on 21st June 

2019, informing me that the HLF bid had been successful, having come through at 

the end of March.  The project is to be launched in August or September and staff 

put in place, with a view to making a start in 2020.  As regards the DofB element of 

the project, Mick stated that funding would be available for the habitat assessment 

part of the project.  Also for collection of cowslip seed in August/September this 

year, with a view to having these grown on commercially for planting out next year.    

David Wrigley, Reserves Officer, BC Lancashire,12th July 2019           

 

Moth Officer:  Jane Jones 

The Branch has again supported the Lancashire Moth Group (LMG), renewing Map-

mate subscriptions for those members submitting their records in this way.  

The Branch will be supporting the LMG with 4 events for National Moth Nights (26th-

28th September) along the Sefton coastline and in North Lancashire (details are on 

our Branch events page). 

The group has an active Lancashire Lepidoptera Facebook page and publishes a 

twice-yearly newsletter (kindly put together by Dave Bickerton). 

Our thanks go to all the active moth recorders in Lancashire but in particular to the 

County Recorders: John Girdley, Pete Marsh and Richard Walker, together with the 

Mapmate co-ordinator, Graham Dixon. Members may wish to get involved, the Lan-

cashire Moths website has lots of information and advice. 
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Are you enthusiastic and have 3 spare Monday evenings a year? 

Could you help us on the Committee? 

We are looking to recruit some new committee members to join us in 
running the Branch and working to protect our region’s butterflies and 

moths. 

 

Why not come along to a Committee meeting to find out what it is all 
about and to see how you could get involved?. 

 

Please talk to one of our committee or our Chair, Jane Jones  

on 01254-248832 

Email: chairman@lancashire-butterflies.org.uk 

IT Matters:  Gemma McMullan 

Website 

The Lancashire branch section of the Butterfly Conservation website is used for 
sharing branch news, details of events, newsletters and other information.  You can 
visit our webpage at https://butterfly-conservation.org/in-your-area/lancashire-
branch 

People can also submit butterfly and moth sightings via the website, as well as view-
ing other people’s sightings.  So far in 2019, 1477 sightings have been submitted, 
thanks to all those who have contributed. 

Twitter 

The Lancashire branch Twitter account now has 1031 followers, an increase of 126 
since September 2018.  The account is very active with many people sharing their 
butterfly and moth sightings.  Sightings submitted via the branch website with a 
photo and the ‘social media’ box ticked automatically get posted onto Twitter.  You 
don’t need to be a member of Twitter to view our account, just go to https://
twitter.com/BC_Lancs or click the link on the branch homepage.                 
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20th Anniversary of National Moth Night Events 

Thursday 26th - Saturday 28th September 

Further details are on pages 42 & 43 and also on our website  

Visit to Butterfly and Moth Collections 

Liverpool World Museum 

Saturday 19th October 10:30 am—1:00pm 

A rare opportunity for a behind-the-scenes 
visit to the British insect collections at the 
museum which contain much contempo-
rary material and are rich in biological data which supports and underpins 
contemporary wildlife conservation and biodiversity research. 

British Butterflies and moths are well represented, with ca. 50,000 speci-
mens of British micro-Lepidoptera and ca. 120,000 British macro-
Lepidoptera. 

Gary Hedges, Tanyptera Regional Entomologist, will lead the visit which 
will start with tea/coffee & biscuits in the Entomology Library where he 
will introduce you to the collections and explain the Tanyptera Project. 

You will be shown drawers of different types of insects including the col-
lection’s British and exotic butterflies and moths.  

Numbers are strictly limited to 20, so registration is essential via email to 
Jane Jones at jcjmail@aol.com  (or 01254-248832) with LWM Visit in the 
subject title. Once your place is confirmed, joining instructions will be for-
warded. 

North West Universities Research Symposium - Northern Butterflies, 

Moths and Habitat Restoration 

Salford University - Saturday 26th October  

Further details will be posted on the events page of the branch website 

once all confirmed. 

https://dmtrk.net/DGT-63E0C-HGRROJ-3GBQQD-1/c.aspx
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Myers Allotment - Conservation Work Parties 

This year, conservation work parties will be held once a week, on a Tuesday, starting 

on Tuesday, 1st October. 

Work parties start at 10.00am and finish 

at approx. 3.30pm (depending on the 

weather) though you are, of course, free 

to leave at any time.  It is advisable to 

arrive by 10am, so that you can register 

and receive details of the work to be 

carried out, together with a Health & 

Safety briefing.  Suitable outdoor clothing 

and footwear is required and you will need to bring a packed lunch. Hand tools, 

training and guidance are provided, with all expected to work at their own pace. 

Everyone is invited to join our regular team of volunteers and, apart from their 

conservation value, work parties can be very rewarding as well as highly enjoyable 

and sociable events. 

If you are thinking of coming along, it is always best to phone after 8am on the day, 

just to make sure that we have not decided to cancel due to the weather or other 

unforeseen circumstances. 

Contact Dave Wrigley (Reserves Officer) on 01524 805527,  

email: reserves@lancashire-butterflies.org.uk 

Netted Carpet Moth - Conservation Work Parties 

Brian Hancock is looking for volunteers to help with conservation work at Hyning 

Scout Wood (between Warton and Yealand 

Conyers), thought to be the location of Lancashire’s 

only colony of this  rare moth. The first work party 

will be on Wednesday 16th October from 9:30 - 

12:30. 

Please contact Brian for further details: 

brian@yealand.demon.co.uk / mobile 07557 995452  

mailto:reserves@lancashire-butterflies.org.uk
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Trip Report - Myers Allotment, Silverdale 

6th July 2019 

Dave Wrigley, Reserves Officer for Myers, ably assisted by Tom Dunbar - both from 

the Lancashire Butterfly Conservation branch - greeted a small but keen group for a 

walk through this large Lancashire Butterfly Conservation Reserve on a warm after-

noon. This reserve, rich in wildlife, possesses an excellent limestone pavement, 

flowery grassland and woodland with views over Leighton Moss and Morecambe 

Bay.   

Our target species for the day was Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary, Purple Hairstreak 

and Northern Brown Argus. At the start of the field trip, the group were fortunate 

to view the findings from the moth trap. A total of thirteen different moth species 

were noted including Light Emerald, Swallowtail, Peach Blossom and Brimstone.      

Soon after leaving the moth trap area, a large Fritillary species powered over the 

bracken. Ringlets were numerous, together with Small and Large Skipper, Painted 

Ladies and Meadow Brown. An abundance of Common Rock-rose on this site 

meant it was not long before the group saw Northern 

Brown Argus with a few finding an egg - with plenty 

of help from Tom.  Newly emerged Comma sat on 

the bracken together with a Red Admiral. The hot 

sunshine attracted a total of six elegant fast-flying 

Fritillaries through the glades and over the trees but 

only Dark Green lingered long enough to be positive-

ly identified.  

By late afternoon it was time to visit the ‘master oak’ for Purple Hairstreak. The 

hairstreaks had not read the script because despite the oak being bathed in warm 

sunshine none were initially seen. As the group numbers dwindled there was a brief 

sighting of one flying towards the oak. Soon afterwards, one was seen briefly 

perched on an oak leaf before crawling slowly out of sight into a far denser area of 

foliage. No more sightings were made and as we made our way back to the en-

trance a male Marsh Harrier flew over the reserve.   
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Your Email Address 
 

Is your email up to date with Butterfly Conservation 

In between our twice-yearly newsletters we send out members news updates via 
email.  This is a way for us to let you know about events and news in between the 2 
newsletters in Spring and Autumn. If you are a Lancashire branch member and do not 
receive these emails but would like to please check your spam folder first and 
add Butterfly.Conservation@cmp.dotmailer.co.uk to your safe-sender list. 

If you're still not receiving the members email updates please email Jane Jones 
(jcjmail@aol.com) with ‘Dotmailer Subscription’ as the subject title and include your 

name and membership number and we will add you to the mailing list. 

 

Butterfly Conservation Head Office maintains a secure database of members’ 
email addresses. This includes the email address you registered when you first 

joined BC.  

Please ensure yours is up to date to avoid missing out on important branch 
communications. 

Contact BC Head Office on 01929 406015  

Email: membership@butterfly-conservation.org 

to register any updates 

    A total of sixteen butterfly species were seen and sixteen moth species during our 

afternoon visit.  

A very enjoyable trip providing an opportunity to make new friends, explore new 

sites to inspire future trips and importantly learn from experts like Dave and Tom 

with their wealth of knowledge. On this note, I would like to take the opportunity to 

say many thanks to Dave and Tom for an enjoyable and informative trip.          

 

David Phillips 

NE and Cumbria BC member 

mailto:Butterfly.Conservation@cmp.dotmailer.co.uk
mailto:jcjmail@aol.com
mailto:membership@butterfly-conservation.org
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Trip Report—Holme Stinted Pasture & Holme Park Fell 

Burton-in-Kendal, 29 June 2019 

T om Dunbar ably assisted by Dave Wrigley; both from the Lancashire Butterfly 
Conservation branch greeted a large and keen group for a walk through this site, 
north west of Clawthorpe, close to Burton-in-Kendal.   
 
The weather was very warm, overcast but bright and as Tom explained, ideal to see 
our target species of High Brown, Dark Green and Small Pearl-bordered Fritillaries 
plus Northern Brown Argus.   
 
Walking onto this site the first thing we noticed was the large amount of Creeping 
Thistle and on closer inspection violets hidden amongst the bracken. Soon after-
wards we saw our first Fritillary. It was a very orange Fritillary and fortunately this 
specimen was obliging. It laid with its wings outstretched basking on the bracken 
waiting for the sun to appear. 
The subtle third spot on the 
fore-wing being almost none 
existent. Tom and Dave patient-
ly explained the subtle differ-
ences between High Brown and 
Dark Green Fritillaries including 
the shape of the outer edge of 
the forewing. A little later the 
red-ringed silver spots on the 
underwing of another Fritillary 
confirmed it was High Brown.  Dark Green and Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary were 
added later in the morning. By now it was quite muggy and several handsome Fritil-
lary species powered their way over the bracken covered slope before disappear-
ing. Unfortunately none lingered enough to confirm their identification. Oh the joys 
of Fritillary spotting!  
 
Numerous Ringlets, Meadow Brown, Painted Ladies and Common Blue provided a 
good supporting cast. A couple of members briefly saw a Humming-bird Hawk-
moth before the group made their way up to the next pasture known as Holme 
Park Fell. This part of the site is managed by the National Trust and contains a large 
tract of limestone pavement and Common Rock-rose. Northern Brown Argus duly 
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obliged putting in a few appearances as we walked along the fell. Their eggs on the 
upper side of leaves were spotted on the edge of grassed over ant hills. The hot 
weather attracted a few more fast-flying Fritillaries and a single Grayling plus Large 
and Dingy Skipper.   
 
A total of fifteen different butterfly species were seen on this very enjoyable trip, 
which provided an opportunity to make new friends, explore new sites and im-
portantly learn from experts like Tom and Dave. I would like to take this opportunity 
to say many thanks to them both for an excellent and informative trip.          
 

David Phillips 
NE and Cumbria BC member 

How ‘Special’ Has 2019 Been For Lancashire Butterflies? 

V ery special. After the drought of last year’s May-June for some thoughts 

turned to 1976 when the long hot summer led to near record butterflies followed 

by a crash in 1977: this time the opposite happened! 

Especially pleasing was the way most fritillary butterflies and the Duke of Burgundy 

partially recovered on the limestones of South Cumbria and North Lancashire. Small 

Copper and Red Admiral could not repeat their exceptional presence of 2018 but 

Green Hairstreak, Dingy, Large and Small Skippers, Northern Brown Argus and Gray-

ling all put in a strong showing. It was also pleasing to see many of the so called 

‘common’ species do well such as Ringlet, Meadow Brown, Gatekeeper and Pea-

cock however the year was ‘stolen’ by the Painted Lady invasion! 

Painted Ladies cannot survive our winters. They migrate 

every year from Southern Europe and North Africa but 

numbers arriving are usually low in the UK and even  

lower in Cumbria. However every 10 years (on average) 

vast numbers survive predation and taking advantage of   

prevailing winds arrive in central and northern            

Europe....often reaching beyond the Arctic Circle to    

Iceland and Norway. This year millions arrived in the UK 
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in June/July and many 10,000’s arrived in Lancashire looking  unusually pale and 

worn.  Having laid eggs on thistle [especially Spear Thistle] and nettle their offspring 

emerged in vast numbers in late July with some recorders seeing 100’s on the wing 

in just an hour’s walk on a sunny flower rich coastline or hillside. 

Garden buddleia and other favourable nectar plants were also belatedly smothered 

in Painted Lady (and Peacock) butterflies and there is some evidence that in parts of 

the UK numbers have been boosted by further migrations. There is more to come!... 

as I write many thistles host caterpillars that will pupate and then emerge as adults 

in late August and early September. Healthy offspring will then follow winds back to 

the continent to areas sufficiently south where they can survive winter weath-

er.....so completing one of nature’s greatest migrations as remarkable as the Mon-

arch migration from Mexico to Canada. 

Migrant butterflies are always a welcome sight and to some extent are independent 

of UK weather. However just why was 2019 so special 

for butterflies that can successfully survive a British 

Winter.......be it as an egg, caterpillar or pupae? With 

so many caterpillar food plants wilting or even desic-

cated by June 2018 the signs were not good. Further 

the exceptionally mild spell we had in February 2019 

would have caused problems......yet by March and April 

large numbers of Peacocks (faded and wing damaged) 

and good showings of Brimstone, Orange Tip and 

Speckled Wood all indicated a ‘special year.’ Of the spring butterflies only Large, 

Small and Green-veined White disappointed.  

If April and May were glorious June brought long spells of poor weather; but with 

the possible exception of Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary and Small Heath late spring/

early summer butterflies put in one of the best appearances for 10 years. Clearly 

butterflies and moths are remarkably resilient....if the habitat remains suitable and 

weather conditions improve then they can ‘bounce’ back. (Equally if habitat is de-

graded then no matter what the weather their future is as risk) 

Caterpillars can starve if their food plants desiccate however females lay sufficient 

eggs (often 100-150) to cope with most weather possibilities. The greatest danger 

for many species is a long wet mild winter and with climate change this is becoming 

Green Hairstreak Caterpillar 



24 

the new ‘norm’. Further aided by excessive nitrogen levels coarse grass and bramble 

growth is becoming more vigorous and continuous and at the expense of many cat-

erpillar food plants such as fine grasses, rock rose, violet, bird’s foot trefoil and cow-

slip. Such winters also encourage more disease, fungal rot and predation of eggs, 

caterpillars, pupae and even hibernating adults with fewer eggs ever making it 

through a complete life cycle. Here lies the key to why so many butterflies did sur-

vive to adulthood in 2019....we had a colder winter with more frost. It might seem 

counter-intuitive but the hibernating stages need a ‘proper old-fashioned winter’ to 

boost their survival chances. 

This coupled with an excellent April and May allowed our later emerging butterflies 

to further benefit as many would have been caterpillars in spring. Also good July 

weather during flight periods is important as there will be more opportunities for 

flying, mating and egg laying: hopefully the High Brown and Dark Green Fritillaries 

will benefit for 2020 provided we have another winter with frost!  

Looking at butterflies on the wing we cannot explain occurrence unless we look back 

over the previous 12 months. We have seen more butterflies than for many years (I 

am sure this will show up on the Big butterfly Count) but to inject a note of realism 

the long term trend for many non-grass feeding species remains a concern. Howev-

er this year has been a very special year so let’s ‘hold that thought’ and enjoy it!  

Chris Winnick 
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Hyndburn Butterfly Project Update 
 

by Gemma McMullan and Chris Atherton 
 
Hyndburn Butterfly Project is a volunteer-led project to 
plant butterfly friendly plants in the Hyndburn area and 
raise awareness of butterfly conservation and recording.  
The Hyndburn area covers Accrington, Oswaldtwistle, 
Huncoat, Rishton, Clayton-le-Moors, Altham, Church and 
Baxenden in Lancashire. 

  
It’s been a busy and exciting year for us so far!  Here’s a summary of what we’ve 

been up to in 2019: 

 

Butterflies in Hyndburn - We’ve now seen 25 

butterfly species in Hyndburn after an unex-

pected sighting of 9 Dark Green Fritillaries at 

Huncoat Colliery.  We were very pleased to 

see this species in our local area. 

 

Whinney Hill woodland - We started work on 

some new butterfly friendly glades and rides 

at Whinney Hill woodland in Accrington at the beginning of 2019.  Tree thinning 

work was carried out by Woody (Hyndburn) CIC.  Hyndburn Butterfly Project volun-

teers undertook brushcutter training to cut the glades. Many thanks to the Lanca-

shire branch of Butterfly Conservation who kindly contributed £200 towards butter-

fly friendly trees, shrubs and wildflowers. 
 

Milnshaw Park wildflower meadow - The 

perennial wildflowers began to bloom in 

spring including Common Knapweed, Oxeye 

Daisy, Common Bird’s-foot Trefoil and Wild 

Marjoram.  15 butterfly species have now 

been seen in the meadow.  We’ve also 

planted butterfly friendly trees, shrubs and 

wildflowers in other areas of the park with 

help from Lancashire Wildlife Trust’s MyPlace 

project. 

Dark Green Fritillary at Huncoat Colliery 

Milnshaw Park wildflower meadow 
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Free mini meadow seeds - We’ve given away 100 free packs of mini meadow seeds 

containing the same seed mix used in Milnshaw Park butterfly wildflower mead-

ow.  Each pack contains enough seed to sow a 1m2 mini meadow containing butter-

fly and bee friendly plants. 

 

Huncoat Colliery – We’re campaigning to save the 

butterfly habitat at Huncoat Colliery from future 

housing development.  Huncoat Colliery is home to 

22 butterfly species.  We showed the ecological lead 

from planning company Arcadis around the site in 

July to point out key areas for butterflies.  An online 

petition has also been launched: https://

you.38degrees.org.uk/petitions/save-huncoat-s-

wildlife-habitat  If you could help to survey the site 

for other invertebrates or wildlife please get in touch. 

 

Big Butterfly Count walk - 15 people joined us on a 

Big Butterfly Count walk at Huncoat Colliery in 

August.  We recorded a total of 10 species and attendees went home with a free 

pack of mini 

meadow 

seeds. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Big Butterfly Count walk 

Big Butterfly Count walk attendees 

https://you.38degrees.org.uk/petitions/save-huncoat-s-wildlife-habitat
https://you.38degrees.org.uk/petitions/save-huncoat-s-wildlife-habitat
https://you.38degrees.org.uk/petitions/save-huncoat-s-wildlife-habitat
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Big Butterfly Count window display - We had our 

second Big Butterfly Count window display at the 

Prospects Environmental Centre in Accrington.  The 

display was very popular with lots of people calling in 

to pick up their free Big Butterfly Count ID sheets. 

 

Lancashire branch Butterfly Conservation field trip - 

We led a branch field trip in July to see the butterfly 

wildflower meadow and White-letter Hairstreaks in 

Milnshaw Park followed by a visit to Huncoat Colliery 

in the afternoon. 

 

Padiham Greenway 

butterfly ID training - We held a butterfly ID training 

session with Padiham Greenway volunteers at the 

beginning of August to help them ID and record 

butterflies on the greenway. 

 

Other local projects – We’ve given butterfly friendly 

planting advice to Foxhill Bank nature reserve and 

Rhyddings Park kitchen garden in Oswaldtwistle. 

 

Moth events – Moth trap events will take place in 

September using our new portable moth trap.  

 

Plans for 2020 – Next year we plan to focus on improving Milnshaw Park wildflower 

meadow and Whinney Hill butterfly glades. 

 

 

With thanks to the Prospects Foundation and EnergieKontor Windfall Fund for 

project funding. 

 
Visit our website and Twitter page for photos and videos of local sightings: 

www.hyndburnbutterflyproject.org.uk          www.twitter.com/hynd_butterfly 

Email: info@hyndburnbutterflyproject.org.uk 

Big Butterfly Count window display 

Branch field trip 

http://www.hyndburnbutterflyproject.org.uk
http://www.twitter.com/hynd_butterfly


28 

 

Update to Branch Sightings Page 

The Branch sightings page has recently been updated with some new features by 
Mark Eastlick (Cumbria branch) , who very kindly and very ably looks after this on 
behalf of the branch.  

The following information can be found by going to the the Lancashire branch 
area of the Butterfly Conservation website at   

https://butterfly-conservation.org/in-your-area/lancashire-branch 

then scrolling down the page to Latest Sightings and clicking on this. You will then 
see options for  submitting sightings, help and the new reports that are now 
available— Flight times, species frequency, and sites frequency. 

By using the drop-down selectors you will be able to see up-to-date information in 
a highly impactful format - see page opposite. 

Of course this isn’t the extent of our branch’s butterflies, only a summary of those 
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that have been recorded on our own sightings page. The more sightings that you 
record, the more accurate a picture we get, so bookmark that page ready for next 
season’s butterfly recording! 

Here you can see a screenshot of the flight periods of our butterflies from the 
records submitted to the sightings page: 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We would like to encourage as many of you as possible to enter your sightings to 
this page along with your photographs which, with your  permission, would appear 
in our Lancashire Branch Twitter feed. 
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Duke of Burgundy Stepping Stones Project August 2019 
 

The distribution of Duke of Burgundy has declined significantly in recent decades in 
the Morecambe Bay area.  There have been losses since the 1980s from Helsington 
Barrows, Brigsteer, Holker, Wartbarrow and Hutton Roof,   and contractions in the  

 

extent of the populations at Whitbarrow and the Arnside & Silverdale AONB; the 
latter particularly so where the butterfly was formerly widespread over much of the 
AONB but is now restricted to a small colony on the eastern side of Gait Barrows.  
However, the recent discovery of good populations at High Dam and Broad Syke in 
the Rusland Valley, and a very small population within Grizedale Forest, near 
Satterthwaite, have significantly enhanced the prospects for Duke of Burgundy in 
the region.  A small population has also arisen on Kendal Fell, but this appears to be 
the result of an introduction. 

The populations at High Dam and Broad Syke are unusual in that the butterfly 
utilises primroses growing within damp purple 
moor-grass grassland, rather than within 
limestone/chalk grassland or coppice woodland 
which provide the habitat for all other known UK 
populations, and opens up the possibility that 
there may be further undiscovered populations 
on similar habitat elsewhere within Cumbria.  

 

 

Key to Duke of Burgundy 

records 

2015-2018—Red circles 

2010-2014—Pink circles 

2000-2009—Orange circles 

1990-1999—Blue circles 

Changes in Duke of Burgundy distribution since 1950 
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With HLF funding, Cumbria Branch established the Stepping Stones Project to 
undertake surveys of the Duke of Burgundy and its habitats across the region during 
the spring and early summer of 2019 in order to guide future management and 
encourage regular monitoring of the butterfly. 

2019 appeared to be a good year for Duke of Burgundy.  Good numbers of adults 
were found in May at High Dam, Broad Syke and Whitbarrow.  The small population 
at Gait Barrows persists, but only a single adult was found at the Satterthwaite site.  
Planting of the butterfly’s cowslip and primrose larval foodplants in suitable habitat 
by Cumbria Branch over the last year was very successful in extending the range of 
Duke of Burgundy at High Dam and Whitbarrow, with adults and larval feeding 
damage being found in new areas of these sites.   

At several locations within Broad Syke, High Dam and Whitbarrow, feeding damage 
in July was found on approximately 50% of Primulas .  Damaged plants tended to be 
within or adjacent to dense grass tussocks or along the edge of bracken stands, 
demonstrating the importance of structure in the butterfly’s habitat; both in 
protecting the foodplant from dessication in hot weather and also providing a safe 
place for the caterpillar to retreat to for pupation.  At Gait Barrows, primroses are 

numerous in the main coppice used for breeding, but feeding damage was found on 
only 5% of plants.  These plants were often at the base of male fern fronds, so 
encouraging a better structure by retaining the ferns and allowing denser grass 
tussocks to form could improve the value of the coppice for breeding Duke of 
Burgundy. 
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Future work should: 

• Seek to further investigate habitat structure around eaten Primulas to aid 
management and ensure future planting of foodplants is directed to the most 
favourable locations;  

• Investigate areas within the butterfly’s former range where habitat 
restoration is feasible and consider the potential for reintroduction to some 
of these sites;  

• Continue to monitor adults and Primula feeding damage to measure Duke of 
Burgundy distribution and population health; and  

• Promote appropriate management practices including: grassland grazing or 
mowing regimes that ensure sheltered marginal areas of taller grass tussocks 
are retained where Primulas can grow; small-scale scrub control to prevent 
loss of grassland areas to scrub encroachment and to link areas of suitable 
grassland; and coppicing of small blocks of woodland on frequent rotation, 
retaining ferns, grass-tussocks and some scattered low scrub. 

Graeme Skelcher 

ED.NOTE.  Graeme was appointed to lead this HL funded project over its 6 month 
duration. Martin Wain, David Eastlick (Cumbria branch), Tom Dunbar and Martin 
Chadwick (Cumbria branch) did much to set up the successful bid and establish how 
best to use the resources provided. It is clear that they have all done a great job and 
we now hope that the 'BOOM' project (University of Cumbria’s Back On Our Map 
Project) will continue with the excellent start made by Graeme and branch 
members. Finally I know that committee members want to pass on their thanks to 
Graeme who has done so much to help secure the future of the Duke of Burgundy in 
NW England.  

Answers to Picture quiz on Page 3: 

A   Common Dog-violet - Dark Green Fritillary 

B   Common Nettle - Peacock 

C   Bird’s-foot Trefoil - Common Blue   

D   Ivy - Holly Blue 

E   Thistle - Painted Lady 

F   Garlic Mustard - Orange-tip 

G   Common Rock-rose - Northern Brown Argus 

H - Oak - Purple Hairstreak 

I - Nasturtium - Large White 
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Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary 

In Praise of Ragwort 

Brian Hancock 

I n an 1832 poem, The Ragwort, John Clare, countryman and perhaps our greatest 

nature poet, celebrated ragwort as a beautiful wild flower. Clare, revels in ragwort’s 

simple beauty, its colours - ‘gold’, ‘browns of all hues’, and ‘shining blossoms’ - 

which adorn sites that would otherwise be ‘dreary to behold’. 

Modern country folk now believe ragwort to be a dangerously poisonous weed, 

which must be eradicated. There is even the Ragwort Control Act 2003. 

But do the facts justify the fear? Perhaps it’s time for us to adopt a more balanced 

understanding of this much maligned native wild flower and learn to celebrate its 

role as a vital habitat and food source for a number of our country’s declining 

butterflies and moths. 

Common ragwort (Jacobaea vulgaris) is seriously poisonous to some grazing ani-

mals. Horses are particularly vulnerable. Generally they avoid the live plant so it 

only becomes a problem when the plant is dead in hay or if the pasture is over-

grazed and there is nothing else left to eat unless they are supplied with alternative 

food. Then horses can consume lethal doses of the plant – usually 5-25% of the 

body weight. 

It is understandable that ragwort should be kept under control in fields where ani-

mals are grazing and especially where fodder, such as hay, is being cut. 

 

Ragwort by the Lancaster canal 

 in 2010 
Someone is not bothered by Ragwort! 
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Is there any need to pull up or spray ragwort where it poses no risk to grazing       

animals?  I have known of work parties on our nature reserves or SSSI’s for pulling      

Ragwort. It supports a wide range of wildlife, playing a vital role in the                    

ever-diminishing biodiversity of our country. I used to love seeing a great patch of 

Ragwort such as this by the Lancaster canal near my home. Now a rare sight. 

The butterfly I most associate with Ragwort is the Small Copper. Scanning the heads 

of the plant is often rewarding and in the great summer last year dozens were seen 

in several sites in Lancashire during September and into   October 

 

My best ever view of a White-letter Hairstreak was on a solitary clump of Ragwort 

whilst starting my transect walk at Yealand Hall Allotment some years ago. It was 

still there two hours later! 

Small Copper on Ragwort White-letter Hairstreak on Ragwort 

Pinion-streaked Snout Juniper Pug 
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The plant is a rich nectar source for moths. Some can be found by day such as the 
Antler moth and Burnet moths but searching the heads by torchlight in the dark is 
much more rewarding. Over 10 species can easily be found on a good patch of    
Ragwort in an evening. One of the most familiar are the Ear moths, both moths and 
flowers being at their best in August, but less familiar species can be found and   
photographed at night. 

Richard Walker has provided me with a list of some wonderful specialities of the 
Freshfield/Ainsdale he has found on Ragwort. By day Forester and Small Purple- 
barred and by night Goat Moth, Sand Dart, Double Dart, and Lyme Grass. Who 
needs a light trap! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ragwort is the food plant of choice of a large number of moth larvae, both macros 
and micros. Most familiar is the orange and black striped Cinnabar larva, a very 
common sight in July and August. More careful searching in early September can 
reveal several of the pug larvae. Wormwood, Lime-speck and Golden-rod pug being 
the most common. If retained and fed fresh ragwort they will soon pupate. I put the 
pupae in a small closed plastic pot to overwinter in the fridge and bring them out in 
spring into a plant pot with compost and moss covered with netting to await    
emergence and have success in about 50% of cases with the reward of a pristine 
specimen to photograph.   

Just as Clare extols the beauty of ragwort, so should we learn to love this plant – not 
only through seeing its beauty, as Clare did, but also seeing the beauty in the role it 
plays in the UK’s biodiversity, protecting a myriad of important species. 

 

Wormwood Pug Larva on Ragwort    Wormwood Pug, ex larva 
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An Anniversary Look At The History Of Butterfly Conservation 

Through Its Magazine Part 3. 

I could meet my intention of compressing the next 18 years of Magazine history into 
the limited space I have available for this article....but I have enjoyed this personal 
ramble through BC’s national Magazine too much to cut it short! There is more to 
follow in the spring but for now we pick up the story with issue 74 in Spring/

Summer 2000.                

 With 30 out of 38 pages in colour, including 5 pages of adverts 
(and 4 inserts) this issue looks commercial, professional and is 
full of stunning photographs. Feature articles include 
‘Monitoring Butterfly Populations’ by Tom Brereton and 
‘Where to watch Butterflies in Ireland’ by David Nash but I   
especially enjoyed David Dunbar’s ‘A brief History of Butterfly 
Books’.  There was also a brief report that revealed 240 attend-
ed a successful Members Day and AGM held at the Three Coun-
ties Showground in Malvern. With BC Head Office still at      

Dedham and David Bridges as Chief Executive the Magazine now has an estimated 
readership of 17,000......and a membership approaching 8,000.  

Issue 75 lists Sir David Attenborough as President, 18 Vice –presidents, Officers in-
cluding David Hanson (Treasurer), Dr John Barkham (Conservation Chairman), Roy 
Neeve (Projects Chairman), David Redhead (Branch Liaison) and Dr Jim Asher 
(Recorder), 11 Council members and staff including Dr Martin Warren (Head of  
Conservation). More moth articles feature, notably ‘The Garden Tiger’ by BC Vice 
President Miriam Rothschild and ‘The Black-banded moth’ by BC Moth Officer David 
Green. It also lists the newly established North West (Cumbria) Branch’! 

The winter 2001 issue was something of a milestone.....announcing the closure of 
the Dedham Office with the loss of Deborah Scullion as Office Manager and the ex-
pansion of Manor Yard with new appointments including Julie Williams as Finance 
and Administration Officer.  ‘Manor Yard provides over 4,000sq ft of new and refur-
bished office space with scope for expansion.....the offices are on the Lulworth Es-
tate from whom we are leasing the building. The facilities include a library and con-
ference room.’                                                    

The ‘Millennium Atlas of Butterflies in Britain and Ireland’ was previewed by  project 
co-ordinator Richard Fox....based on the records of 10,000 volunteers ‘It is the most 
comprehensive survey of butterflies ever undertaken in Britain and Ireland’. It high-
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lighted the ‘winners and losers’ and showed that ‘the    
distribution of almost all our butterflies has changed     
substantially ......some changes have been gradual but oth-
ers have occurred more rapidly, especially during the last 
fifty years. Some species have spread, some have           
fluctuated, but most have declined and five have become 
extinct’. This issue also contained 7 inserts (including a 6 
page ‘Annual Review’) and with the exception of adverts 
was the first to be ‘all colour.’  

Sam Ellis was appointed as BC’s first Regional Develop-

ment Officer.....here in Northern England..... and also in 

issue 78 Kerry Milligan (CWT—Cumbria Wildlife Trust)  reports on conservation 

work carried out by the CWT for Large Heath at Foulshaw and for Scotch Argus at 

Smardale. No. 79 had a distinct and very welcome urban theme with interesting re-

ports on ‘Brownfield Sites’, ‘Urban Deserts?’ ‘Industry to Wildlife’ and ‘Wildlife in a 

Tower Hamlets Cemetery’ and No. 81 reported on the FC’s (Forestry Commission) 

clearance on Farrer’s Allotment with Sarah Bradley establishing a very good ‘fritillary 

rich’ transect. Also for our northern readership the long running series on ‘Where to 

Watch Butterflies’ visited the North Yorkshire Moors with its Pearl-bordered        

Fritillary and Duke of Burgundy butterflies. 

The Winter 2003 issue reported on the 4th International Symposium held at Lancas-

ter University, ‘Are Common Moths in Trouble?’ and Robin Page’s ‘Great British 

Butterfly Safari’.....an interesting and provocative mix of butterflies, politics and the 

countryside. 

The first substantive change in the Magazine came in spring 

2003 with a name change to ‘Butterfly’....much more catchy 

than ‘Butterfly Conservation News’. The quality of articles re-

mained high....but the up-beat editorial failed to note the mag-

azine had fewer pages on a thinner stock of paper. Now full 

colour on every page...including adverts...it was designed to 

catch the eye and appeal to a wider readership. (At the time I 

remember feeling that the Magazine had ‘dumbed down’ but 

on reflection I suspect this was soon noticed and rectified). This 

issue also included an interview with BC’s new CEO Dr Martin Warren. 
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By issue 85 the layout had morphed back into something more akin to earlier issues 

with a clearer and less ‘jazzy’ appearance. There were also interesting articles on the 

‘hand over’ from Stephen Jeffcoate’s five year chairmanship to incoming chair Dud-

ley Cheeseman and on how GM crops threaten butterflies and wildlife. Articles that 

caught my eye in the next two issues included the decline of violets on HB fritillary 

sites in Devon, the expansion and status of BC’s reserves, the decline of the Duke in 

Morecambe Bay, a grazing experiment on Warton Crag and the life of the Scotch 

Argus.  

‘Butterfly’ magazine reflects conservation nationwide and it is true that I have      

selected several references to the North of England and to the North West in partic-

ular; however BC has always recognised that the Morecambe Bay Limestones are a 

special place and home to many of the UK’s very special butterflies.........to be con-

tinued!                                                                                                                Chris Winnick. 

Lancashire Branch “Book-shop” 

We currently have 2 books that we are selling through the branch, both of which 

have proved very popular. Each book is £12.00 (+ £1.39 p&P)  and is available by 

contacting Jane Jones  at jcjmail@aol.com (with Butterfly Book in the subject title) 

or by phoning 01254-248832. 
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Wonderful Wildflower Meadows in the Forest of Bowland. 

Sarah Robinson, Farming and Wildlife Officer, Forest of Bowland AONB 

Bell Sykes is a small family run farm in Slaidburn in the Upper Hodder Valley. It has 

been farmed by the Blackwell family for three generations, with Peter and Linda 

Blackwell and their family being the current residents. Here they farm a small flock 

of hardy …… sheep. 

Bell Sykes is also where you can find the largest area of species rich hay meadows 

in the whole of Lancashire.  

The importance of the meadows was recognised over thirty years ago when they 

were designated as a Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI). At this time the true 

extent of the loss of species rich grassland across the whole of the country was com-

ing to light – 97% loss since the 1950’s and so the best of the remaining meadow 

sites have been given this legal protection. Following on from this designation, the 
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meadows at Bell Sykes and others in the north of England were recognised as being 

of international importance for their plant species communities and so are now pro-

tected as the North Pennine Dales Meadows Special Area of Conservation. 

Whilst the level of protection for these meadows is extremely important, it doesn’t 

really convey their beauty, cultural significance or importance for a wide range of 

wildlife, nor Peter’s dedication and enthusiasm for looking after them. 

Home to over 75 plant species, the meadows come alive when they start to flower 

in late April and early May, and provide food, nesting sites and shelter for a myriad 

of wildlife right through the year. 

The first species to flower include buttercups 

(meadow and creeping), pignut, daisies and lady’s 

smock (also known as cuckooflower or milk maids). 

They are able to flower in the meadows due to the 

traditional management Peter uses every year. The 

sheep are taken out of the meadows in early April 

and will not return until after the grass has regrown 

following the hay crop in late August.  As the soil 

continues to warm up and the days get longer, the 

number of plant species in flower increases. Meadow 

foxtail is the first of the grasses and with it comes 

more buttercups, red and white clover, yellow rattle, 

eye bright, selfheal, rough and smooth hawkbits, cats-ear and sweet vernal grass. 

Whilst none of these species is rare individually, to see them together in such profu-

sion over whole fields (the meadows cover around 25 acres) is what makes Bell 

Sykes so special. Week by week through the spring and summer the meadows 

change in colour as different species come into flower. Groups of common spotted 

orchids, northern marsh orchids and their confusing hybrids appear, often in the 

same places as the previous year, but often in different places.  As the grass gets 

knee high and summer progresses, bush vetch, tufted vetch and meadow vetchling 

clamber up to flower blue, purple and yellow. Knapweed, meadowsweet and great 

burnet pop up through the meadow grasses to send flower spikes high up, whilst 

the yellow rattle, eyebrights and clovers continue to flower lower down in the 
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sward. Lady’s mantle is harder to spot with its diminutive lime green flowers and 

distinctive star shaped leaves. Meadow crane's bill takes centre stage with its iconic 

blue blooms. 

The result of this botanical bounty is that on a sunny afternoon the whole place is 

buzzing with life. Bees, hover flies, butterflies and moths all make good use of the 

constant supply of nectar and pollen provided by the meadows.  Swifts and swal-

lows nest in the barns and in the evenings are replaced over the meadows by bats 

and owls. There are resident deer, barn owls and hedgerows full of small birds. 

As a plant ecologist by training, I am no expert when it comes to identifying any in-

vertebrate species, but with the help of Jane, I am getting to grips with more 

of the butterflies. I’m familiar with the tiny chim-

neysweeper moths which rise up in clouds from the 

longer grass when disturbed on sunny June days, 

but I have now also identified meadow browns, 

gatekeepers, small skippers, small tortoiseshells, red 

admirals and this summer painted ladies. I have 

seen others, but I can’t tell you what they might be! 

There is a network of footpaths crossing the farm and as part of our Forest of Bow-

land Hay Time meadow project, we have produced a downloadable self-guided cir-

cular walk through the meadows, starting from the public car park in Slaidburn. You 

can download a copy from the Forest of Bowland AONB website: https://

www.forestofbowland.com/content/Bell-Sykes-Hay-Meadow-Walk 

Guided walks through the meadows can be arranged for organised groups, and 

there is always lots to do and see when the farm is open to the public on National 

Meadow Day, which falls on the first Saturday in July every year. Through continued 

monitoring we know quite a bit about several species groups at Bell Sykes – plants, 

bumblebees and spiders, but we don’t know very much about the butterflies and 

moths. It would be fantastic to find out more! 

Editor’s note:  Bell Sykes Farm Meadows are Lancashire’s “Coronation Mead-

ows” and are a sight to behold when in bloom and absolutely teeming with bug-life. 

Look out for a field-trip there in next year’s programme! 
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Sefton Coast Events:  

For all 3 Sefton Coast events please register your interest with: 

Richard B Walker:  01704 876747 / rbkvwalker@gmail.com  

Joining instructions and timing will be sent to those involved. In the event of rain 
an event will be called off. Please note event-specific requirements. 

Thursday  26th September 2019 - Anyone interested in joining me on the 
National Trust site at Formby, (part of the Sefton Coast SSSI) either bringing their 
own traps and generators or as observers are welcome. There will be limited 
number of trapping spaces available so interested parties should book early.  

Friday 27th September 2019 - Anyone interested in joining me on the Altcar 
MOD site at Hightown, (between Liverpool and Formby) either bringing their own 
traps and generators or as observers are welcome. I would need to know names 
and car registrations in advance as paper work and permission for the camp 
Commandant  has to be completed before the evening. Proof of identity may be 
required at the Guard House. In the event of troop night exercises, it might be 
possible to meet at a different venue. 

28th September 2019 - Anyone interested in joining me at the Discovery Centre,  
Ainsdale (part of the Sefton Coast SSSI) either bringing their own traps and 
generators or as observers are welcome.   
 

North Lancs Event - Friday 27th September 2019 

Gaitbarrows NNR. Meet just before 7pm at the carpark to walk to the shed area. 
Parking is very limited on-site so car sharing is essential. Leighton Moss car park 
can be used. If you are considering bringing your own trap, please contact Justine 
Patton justinep@hotmail.co.uk beforehand. 

For the Gaitbarrows event, to register your interest and also to arrange car-
share, please contact : 

Jane Jones: 01254-248832 / jcjmail@aol.com 

Mothnight     26th - 28th September 2019 

20th Anniversary 
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Lancashire Moth Group 
 

If you are interested in moths, don’t know where to start, the Lancashire Moth 
Group website at lancashiremoths.co.uk is where you will find details of how to 
record and submit your sightings. There is also information on how to get started, 
identification aids, events and guidelines for recorders and the latest Newsletters 

The  County  Moth Recorders are : 

Macro Moths 

For VC59 - Richard Walker: rbkvwalker@gmail.com 
For VC60 - Pete Marsh: pmrsh123@aol.com 
 
Micro Moths 
For VC59 - Richard Walker: rbkvwalker@gmail.com 
For VC60 - John Girdley: john@birdtours.co.uk 
 
Mapmate Hub 
Graham Dixon - troubleatmill@btinternet.com 
is hub for VC59 and VC60. 
 
Website and Spreadsheets 
Dave Bickerton - bickertond@aol.com 

Night-time Moth Events - general advice and information:  

Moth trapping events take place in the dark and there are a few things that you 
will need to bring so that you have a safe and comfortable evening. -  

 a torch (don’t forget to check the batteries are not running low)  

 warm clothing (even if it is a hot day, it can get chilly after dark)  

 suitable footwear (please ask if you are unsure what is suitable for a partic-
ular event)  

 something to drink and perhaps a snack to eat  

 insect repellent (may be useful as mosquitoes can be a pest sometimes)  

 dark glasses (you may wish to bring these as the light from the moth traps is 
very bright)  

Please try to arrive at the advertised time, take care of your own personal safety 
and listen to the short introductory briefing by the event organiser, about any 
hazards in the area such as electric cables, slippery paths etc. Children are most 
welcome but must be accompanied by a parent or guardian if under 16. If you 
have any queries before the event please contact  Jane Jones 01254-248832 
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Lancashire Branch Committee 
 

Chair / Moth Officer  
Jane Jones 

Tel: 01254 248832 
E-mail chairman@lancashire-butterflies.co.uk 

 

Branch Organiser / Librarian   
Chris Winnick 

Tel: 01539 728254 
Email: chriswinnick@tiscali.co.uk 

 

Butterfly Recorder 
Laura Sivell 

Tel: 01524 69248 
E-mail: butterfly-recorder@lancashire-butterflies.org.uk 

 

Membership Secretary 
Zoe Foster 

Email: membership@lancashire-butterflies.org.uk 
 

Reserves Officer 
Dave Wrigley 

Tel: 01524 805527 
E-mail: reserves@lancashire-butterflies.org.uk 

 

Webmaster and Social Media 
Gemma McMullan 

Email: webmaster@lancashire-butterflies.org.uk 
 

Greater Manchester Co-Ordinator 
Vacant 

 

Committee Members without Portfolio 
Chris Atherton 

 


