
 

Editorial by Adam Mantell, Chairman

Welcome to the Butterfly Conservation NI Autumn newsletter and our busy winter 

programme. 

The summer of 2019 was quite a contrast to the prolonged drought of the previous 

year with its bumper crop of butterflies.  The winter of 18/19 was comparatively long 

and damp, and while it has been a fairly warm summer again, we have had much more 

rain.  Our butterflies had a similarly mixed year.  2019 will be remembered for the 

huge influx of Painted Ladies, perhaps one of the largest ever seen.  This migratory 

butterfly made up more than half of all species recorded in NI during the Big Butterfly 

Count this year.  These amazing butterflies are strong fliers and leave their homes in 

north Africa when their population reaches a certain density and fly thousands of miles 

to reach our shores.  Whilst they cannot survive an Irish winter, many are believed to 

attempt a return journey in the autumn.  They are also a friend to farmers; the 

caterpillars feed spear and creeping thistle and I have heard reports of them being 

completely defoliated in some places. 

Our other butterflies have had mixed fortunes, which is always the case.  The Whites 

and Blues fared badly compared to last year with numbers significantly down in the Big 

Butterfly Count, but most other species either roughly held their own or significantly 

increased.   
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The numbers of people participating in the Big Butterfly Count jumped by a staggering 

33% this year.  As well as being a simple way of helping people connect with nature, it 

has real practical uses.  It forms a technically solid evidence base that we use to 

influence and inform government policy on climate and land use.  I am very pleased 

that more people every year are giving time to collect data through Big Butterfly Count 

and the other butterfly transects. 

Catherine Bertrand served as the NI Regional Officer and more lately Head of 

Conservation for many years.  BCNI Committee members would like to pass on our 

personal thanks to Catherine who recently left NI for a post in England to be closer to 

her family.  Catherine’s warmth and natural enthusiasm will be very much missed in NI 

but will I am sure be welcomed in her new role with BC HQ.  We wish Catherine the 

very best for her new job.  

There have been several changes on the Committee this year.  I would like to thank all 

Committee member (old and new!) for their commitment.  If anyone is interested in 

joining us we would be pleased to hear from you.  Our meetings are 3 x per year 

normally on Tuesday evenings at Malone Golf Club south of Belfast.  

Do have a look at our programme of winter talks and practical conservation tasks for 

the winter to see what interests you.  We very much appreciate the contribution 

members make to the running of the organisation, and these events (which are 

informative and great fun) allow us to give something back.  We hope to see some new 

faces at these events! 

 

Adam Mantell 

BCNI Chairman 



 

  

 

| Autumn & Winter Programme 

FORMAL NOTICE: BCNI AGM Thursday 14th November, 19:30

 Scout Hall 

Our Annual General Meeting is an opportunity to review the year gone by and look 

forward to the next one.  And if you want to join committee, there isn’t a better time!  

BCNI Christmas Dinner Thursday 5th December, 19:00 for 19:30

 Malone Golf Club 

Expect warmth, laughter, maybe a quiz, maybe a sing-along – who knows? – and of 

course mince pies!  We will include the menu in the mailing with the newsletter if we 

receive it before posting (our priority is to mail out before events begin).  Contact 

Claire Hempsey at clairemchemp@gmail.com to register your booking and menu choices. 

 

mailto:clairemchemp@gmail.com


 

Talks 

We’ve switched our talks day to 

Tuesday, but apart from that talks are 

as normal, 19:30 in St John’s Scout 

Hall, behind Newtownbreda 

Presbyterian Church off the 

Knockbreda Road in Belfast.  There’s 

no charge, plenty of car-parking and 

it’s warm and friendly inside!  As 

always we are indebted to John Lyons for hosting.  

If you can help John set up chairs before the talks, please let us know. 

To keep informed of any developments with arrangements for talks or field trips, follow 

our Facebook page: facebook.com/NIButterfly. And to connect with other recorders, we 

highly recommend joining our group: facebook.com/groups/ButterflyConservationNI 

European Butterfly Reports Tuesday 22nd October 

Postponed from 8th October. Katy Bell, Simon Gray, and Sam Millar will open our 

winter talks programme with presentations on Croatian and Swiss butterflies.  Come 

along to be reminded of the colour and beauty of summer as the autumn nights start 

to draw in. 

  

https://www.facebook.com/NIButterfly/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/ButterflyConservationNI/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/ButterflyConservationNI/


 

  

 

Invertebrates of the Burren – Adam Mantell Tuesday 4th February 2020 

The Burren in County Clare is famous for its plants and the sweeping vistas of 

limestone and lakes.  The invertebrate communities are perhaps less celebrated but 

are just as important.  Adam will talk about surveying of two sites owned by NPWS in 

2018, explaining how he went about it, why the Burren supports so many species not 

found elsewhere and finally will discuss the management challenges presented by this 

landscape now and into the future. 

Herbal Leys at the Giant’s Causeway– Cliff Henry Tuesday 3rd March 2020 

National Trust Ranger Cliff Henry explains the demonstration project of pollinator-

friendly farming next door to NI’s top tourist attraction. 

Not a Lot of People Know… – Ian Rippey 
 Tuesday 7th April 2020 

…that in excess of 50 species of butterfly have been recorded in 

Ireland over the years! Ian tells the stories of the lesser-known 

visitors and introductions to our shores. 

 

20 Saturday 4th April, 10:00–16:00, Peatlands Park 

Northern Ireland Recorder’s Day! Our annual pre-season get-together will include a 

breakdown of the data from 2019, and a chance to hear from our partners about 

what’s happening in the world of recording as we head into the new season. 

As usual, craic, light refreshments and good company guaranteed, free of charge – just 

bring your own lunch! We look forward to seeing you there! 
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Please Consider Going Paperless! 

If you can receive future editions by email, please consider 

contacting Secretary Claire Hempsey who will add you to 

our e-copy list.   



 

  

 

Winter Work Parties 

For all work parties please wear sturdy footwear and dress appropriately for the 

weather. Tools will be provided as well as tea/coffee/biscuits but pack a lunch!  

Scrub Control for Cryptic Wood White 

Craigavon Lakes, Co. Armagh Thursday 21st November, 10:30–15:30

 Saturday 23rd November, 10:30–15:30

 Meet at Eastway, Craigavon BT66 6SA (parking on hard-shoulder) 

An important Cryptic Wood White population, a 

grassland species, is under threat as the habitat it needs 

is being encroached by scrub. We’re going to target 

some key areas using hand tools. We hope to get better 

weather than our Day of Action last year! Please contact 

Rose Cremin for more information at 

rcremin@butterfly-conservation.org  

Scrub Control for Marsh Fritillary  

Montiaghs Moss SAC, Co. Antrim Tuesday 10th December, 10:30–15:30

 Meet at RSPB’s Portmore Lough Reserve

 1 Georges Island Rd, Aghalee, Craigavon BT67 0DW 

Through the CABB project, Butterfly Conservation and the RSPB are working to manage 

habitats at the Montiaghs for a number of species, including the Marsh Fritillary. We 

are returning again this year to manage occasional scrub scattered across a core site 

for the Marsh Fritillary. Please contact Rose Cremin for more information. 

Scrub Control for Cryptic Wood White 

Quoile Pondage, Co. Down Saturday 25th January 2020, 10:00 

 Meet at the Quoile Countryside Centre 

We’ll be holding back the flood of brambles at the beautiful Quoile River to preserve 

habitat for the Cryptic Wood White at one of our few single-species transects. Please 

contact David Nixon for more information at davidnixon55@hotmail.com 

Scrub Control for Dingy Skipper 

Bowara, Co. Fermanagh Saturday 8th February 2020, 10:00-15:30 

 Meet at Round ‘O’ Quay Car Park, Enniskillen BT74 7BF 

mailto:rcremin@butterfly-conservation.org
mailto:davidnixon55@hotmail.com


 

A key site for this threatened species, this steep-sloped pocket of grassland has also 

recorded Narrow-bordered Bee Hawkmoth and Cryptic Wood White. Managing scrub 

is an annual, essential task to keep the habitat from scrubbing up. Please contact Rose 

Cremin for more information.  



 

  

| Stories from the Summer 

Fermanagh Katy Bell 

Our first stop on our Fermanagh field trip 

was to Bowara to look for Dingy Skipper. 

We had carried out winter management on 

the site so were eager to see how it looked. 

We saw a range of species including 

speckled wood, burnet companions and a 

late holly blue; we then managed to spot 

one dingy skipper before heading off!  

We had a quick stop at a road verge where we were treated to a lovely display of bee 

orchids along with a surprise Marsh Fritillary; our first of the day! We carried on to 

Lowery Farm which is a hay meadow managed by the RSPB. 

Marsh Fritillary had been discovered breeding there the 

following year, so we were hoping to see adults. We were 

treated to 8 adults in total – the first recorded on the site.  

Our last stop was Pettigoe Plateau SAC, another new Marsh 

Fritillary site discovered in 2018. This area is covered in 

Devil’s-bit scabious and we were treated to a further 10 

Marsh Fritillaries. We also spotted small heaths, mother 

Shipton moths and a female hen harrier! For the moth-ers 

amongst us however the treat was to find 2 clouded buff 

moths; of which there less than 30 records for in NI. All in all, it was a great day, seeing 

our target species and more! 

Slievenacloy Ed. 

Tying in with Belfast Naturalists Field Club never fails to produce a rewarding field trip, 

especially with one of the best grassland sites in the country to explore. Add in the 

guidance of the conservation grazier for the site Michael Meharg, a bit of sun, and a 

belter of a barbeque from Tom and Judy Meharg and others… perfection. 

After a cool night, five moths including Map-winged Swift graced us with their 

presence in the five traps we had deployed – luckily we had the indefatigable Pamela 

Thomlinson to make up the deficit with beauties from her home trap. Visits to the 



 

upper fields and the old limekiln did not disappoint, with adder’s-tongue ferns in 

abundance and a suite of moths and butterflies including Small Heath, Mother Shipton,  

Narrow-bordered Bee Hawkmoth, Aethes piercei and Pyrausta despicata. 

We hope to bring you further reports next issue – Ed.  



 

  

| Species News 

Big Butterfly Count Richard Heafield, Senior Social Science Officer 

The Painted Lady dominated the results in Northern Ireland, taking the top spot and 

averaging over nine individuals per count through the three-week recording period 

(which compares to less than three per count in England). In 

total, Painted Ladies made up more than half of all the 

butterflies and moths counted in the Province during big 

butterfly count 2019. Painted Lady was seven times more 

abundant than the next most common species. Perhaps 

spurred on by the 'Painted Lady Year', participation increased 

substantially, with 33% more people taking part in 2019 

compared with the previous year, and the highest ever number of counts submitted. 

The common white butterflies that had been so plentiful in the summer of 2018, 

taking three of the top four spots in Northern Ireland, all decreased dramatically, with 

Small White down 63% (in 5th place in 2019), Large White down 70% (in 9th position) 

and Green-veined White down a massive 84% and finishing 10th, having been number 

one in 2018. Peacock numbers remained quite high, although not as good in 2018, 

while the Small Tortoiseshell enjoyed its best Big Butterfly Count since 2014 and 

finished in second place. 

Moth discoveries Ed. 

Ted Rolston and Marcus Malley recorded Stathmopoda pedella last year at Oxford 

Island – it’s a first for Ireland and adds a whole new Lepidoptera family the 

Stathmopodidae, of which it is the only member, to the island.  

Ken Bond recently confirmed by dissection a specimen of Pammene herrichana 

trapped by Ted in his garden on 29 September 2017, also new to Ireland. We promise 

to bring you photos of both moths next newsletter! 

 

Appeal for records! 



 

Please don’t forget to submit your butterfly and moth records by the 

end of December for verification and guaranteed inclusion in next year’s 

reports and analyses! 

Please email spreadsheets to Ian (butterflies) and Andrew (moths) – or use CEDaR 

Online Recording, www2.habitas.org.uk/records – or use the iRecord or iRecord 

Butterflies apps! We cannot guarantee inclusion of records posted to Facebook only.  

| Staff Updates  
by Rose Cremin, Senior Conservation Officer (p/t)  

With Catherine’s move to England, my role will be shifting somewhat. Continuing on 

the CABB Project, I will also work on species conservation including Marsh Fritillary, 

Dingy Skipper, Cryptic Wood White, Large Heath and Argent & Sable. There ’s a lot to 

get on with but it’s reassuring to know that we have partners and recorders whose 

support we can rely on for this important work.  

CABB (Co-operation Across Borders for Biodiversity) Project  

Butterfly Conservation has been 

delivering for Marsh Fritillary on the 

EU Interreg-funded cross-border ‘Co-

operation Across Borders for 

Biodiversity’ (CABB) project since 

Summer 2017 with another two years 

to run. We very pleased to have 

delivered conservation action on-the-

ground in key project areas at 

Montiaghs Moss SAC, Co. Antrim and 

Pettigoe Plateau SAC SPA, Co. Fermanagh for Marsh Fritillary. Working with farmers, 

infrastructure has been improved to secure conservation grazing in habitat that is in 

unfavourable condition. We hope to bring more sites into the project from the border 

counties of the island of Ireland to secure a stronger network of sites for Marsh 

Fritillary. 

Providing advice and guidance to partners, farmers and recorders on the species and 

the habitat it’s found in continues to be crucial.  We do this by site visits and 

workshops, demonstrating how to identify suitable habitat, species identification, 

providing advice on appropriate, sensitive management as well as species monitoring 

https://www2.habitas.org.uk/records


 

  

and how to include sites in the All-Ireland Marsh Fritillary Monitoring Scheme. To help 

get this message out, we have developed a leaflet through the project and will be 

making it available widely this Autumn. 

Other work I have delivered on includes workshops through the Lough Erne Landscape 

Partnership Scheme (LELP) on their ‘Lough Erne’s Amazing Pollinator’ project. We 

looked at pollinators including butterflies and moths, habitat management and 

wildflower seed collection over the summer months. It’s been really enjoyable with 

some people attending all of the workshops so we must be doing something right! We 

will continue to work with LELP over the coming years and you can find out more on 

what it’s all about by visiting www.lelp.org.uk/  

 

Species Conservation 

The conservation of our most threatened species continues to be a priority for 

Butterfly Conservation and in addition to ongoing work, we will be considering a 

monitoring programme for Large Heath and practical conservation for Cryptic Wood 

White at some key sites over the winter months. We will let you know about 

opportunities as they arise in the usual way via email and our Facebook page 

facebook.com/NIButterfly or please do contact me directly. 

Lastly, I’d like to thank Catherine for being inspiring and ambitious in what we can 

achieve, and a friend over the years. I will miss her, likely more than I can appreciate 

right now, but thankfully she’s only going ‘across the water’, continuing to engage 

Butterfly Conservation volunteers and recorders. ‘Go n-éirí an bóthar leat’ Catherine, 

‘May the road rise to meet you’ and I look forward to continuing our work together. 

| Inge Muller – A Renaissance Volunteer  
by Rachael Conway, Senior Engagement Officer (p/t) 

https://www.lelp.org.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/NIButterfly/


 

I had the pleasure of meeting Inge this year 

at a City of Derry and District Horticultural 

Society ‘Butterfly Talk’, and the snatched 5 

minutes’ chat at the end led to two offers 

of support at events: Portglenone Bluebell 

Festival and Creggan Country Park ‘Wild 

Day Out’. To both events Inge brought bags 

of enthusiasm, pollinator friendly plants to 

give away and superb advice on planting 

for pollinators.  Inge has established her 

own pollinator friendly garden, which is a 

mosaic of nectar-heavy planting, native 

meadow and gravel garden all expertly 

landscaped to give an impression of gentle 

management. A readily accepted invitation 

had me devouring a home-made Dutch 

apple cake or was it the chocolate torte 

(possibly both) before exploring the 

grounds and their many inhabitants, followed by a peek at the highlights of the 

previous night’s moth trap. 

Inge is an indefatigable advocate for Butterfly Conservation and has really helped drive 

the recording effort in the west of the region. An impromptu visit with myself and Ian 

Rippey to the Faughan Valley woods led to Inge spotting the Purple Hairstreak at Ness, 

it was her first ever sighting and a moment like that can hook in you in. Inge is 

supporting the Friends of Brackfield Wood (Woodland Trust) with their new transect 

and met up with their facilitator Bronagh Gallagher to check the Brackfield site for 

PHS. Inge didn’t fail to deliver; spotting a single PHS at a known site on the margins of 

the transect. It is hoped with Inge’s support this new group can help us hunt for PHS 

every year. If that wasn’t enough, Inge takes part in the Garden Butterfly Survey, is 

trapping moths regularly, working with the U3A in Gransha Park, Derry to establish a 

meadow in their grounds and with Drumnaph Nature Reserve to set up workshops in 

gardening for pollinators. Phew…pass that chocolate torte.  



 

  

If you would like to take part in the Garden 

Butterfly Survey visit 

gardenbutterflysurvey.org  

For information on planting for pollinators 

visit the gardening pages of our website: 

butterfly-conservation.org 

/how-you-can-help/get-involved 

/gardening  

 

 

Before you flutter by… 

Leaving a gift to Butterfly 

Conservation in your Will is one of 

the most effective ways to help 

ensure butterflies and moths 

thrive in years to come.  

To find out more about leaving a 

legacy to Butterfly Conservation 

and sharing your love of 

butterflies with future generations 

please contact Helen Corrigan 

01273 453313 or 

hcorrigan@butterfly-

conservation.org 

http://www.gardenbutterflysurvey.org/
https://butterfly-conservation.org/how-you-can-help/get-involved/gardening
https://butterfly-conservation.org/how-you-can-help/get-involved/gardening
https://butterfly-conservation.org/how-you-can-help/get-involved/gardening
mailto:hcorrigan@butterfly-conservation.org
mailto:hcorrigan@butterfly-conservation.org
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P.S. 

Catherine designed this newsletter in 2010 and it’s only fitting that she has the very last word – see 

overleaf! – Ed. 



 

 

The time has finally arrived; After a year of 

people commenting ‘Are you still here?’ I 

am finally bound across the water for a new 

chapter in England at the end of 

September.  I genuinely can’t believe it’s all 

about to change. 

I’ll have worked for Butterfly Conservation 

for ten years by Christmas, with over nine 

and a half of those years spent here in 

Northern Ireland.  There have been lots of 

changes over the last decade; lots of 

challenges and lots of opportunities for 

growth.  Butterfly Conservation has 

increased in size and scale all across the UK, 

with our staff capacity here in NI doubling 

despite very significant challenges within 

the funding sector.  We are hopeful to see this positive trend continue in the 

coming years.  I have tremendous confidence in Rachael Conway and Rose 

Cremin who will both be continuing as Senior Officers from the 1st October, 

and am very excited to see where they take us next. 

I want to thank you, all of you, for the time, commitment, interest and 

enthusiasm you bring to our small community here.  The constant joy of my job 

is the people I meet and the encounters they describe of seeing creatures for 

the first time, or exploring new places (or old place with their eyes open), or 

meeting others and sharing their joy.  Although our organisation is all about 

our butterflies and moths, things only happen because of the people involved 

and the love they have for these 

species.  Whatever the challenges, 

whatever the state of the wider world, 

nothing can take that joy and 

excitement away, nor the deeply 

rooted commitment so many of you 

have to conserve and protect our 

natural world. 



 

  

I know you will continue to support Rose and Rachael in this new chapter as 

you have so generously supported me. Very best wishes for all that is coming, 

it has been an honour and a privilege to work and live here. 

Catherine Bertrand 


