
 

 

Dumfries & Galloway Butterfly & 

Moth Group  

Welcome to our Newsletter: Issue 1 Spring 2019 

The Dumfries & Galloway Butterfly & Moth Group 

(DGBMG) has been going many years now, thanks to 

Richard and Susan Eagles, who recently stood down 

from running it, and very many thanks to them. We plan 

to keep the group going but will always welcome new 

helpers! 

The Group is part of Butterfly Conservation’s South 

West Scotland Regional Branch, which also covers 

Argyll, Greater Glasgow, Lanarkshire, Stirling and 

Ayrshire. Butterfly Conservation has three such 

Branches (each about the size of Wales!), East Scotland 

and Highlands & Islands being the others. All are run by 

volunteers. 

We plan to produce the next one in late summer/early 

autumn. Contributions to our newsletters are always 

very welcome. Please use the contact details below to 

get in touch.   

Butterfly Conservation is a non-profit making company limited by guarantee, registered in England (2206468). It is also a charity regis-
tered in England & Wales (254937) and in Scotland (SCO39268). Butterfly Conservation Scotland can be contacted at Balallan House, 
Allan Park, Stirling FK8 2QG, Tel 01786 447753.  

Forester moth 

Common Blue (female, blue form) 



 

 

New butterfly for Scotland? 

We had some very exciting news in August last year when naturalist Andy Wakelin from 

Montrose examined his photographs of a butterfly taken earlier while on holiday at 

Kirroughtree in July, and discovered it was a not Dark Green Fritillary as he had assumed, 

but a Fritillary of the High Brown kind!  

The High Brown Fritillary is probably the UK’s most threatened butterfly, and is fully legally 

protected and a licence is needed to handle or even disturb it. There are just four locations 

remaining from what once was a common and widespread butterfly. The nearest known 

colony is now in south Cumbria, around 70km away as the butterfly (possibly) flies!  

So this is a very intriguing find. Perhaps the butterfly has been resident all this time, but un-

discovered - it is after all, quite hard to separate from its Dark Green cousin (despite the 

name). Alternative explanations are that it has indeed flown north across the Lake District, 

and successfully crossed the Solway, or that, perhaps, it has been covertly (and illegally) in-

troduced by someone. 

Local butterfly watchers will be looking very carefully at all of the large orange and brown 

butterflies they see in the area in July this year! 

High Brown Fritillary Dark Green Fritillary 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And another new butterfly for D&G? 

Those who follow natural history news will have seen 

last year confirmation that White-letter Hairstreak is 

now a Scottish resident, following its discovery by 

Iain Cowe in the Borders. The challenge is now on to 

find the butterfly in D&G, with one possible sighting 

already from Moffat. The caterpillars of this elusive 

butterfly only feed on elm and it suffered a massive 

decline in England after Dutch Elm disease wiped out 

millions of English Elm there. It is now slowly recov-

ering but now that it has reached Scotland, our Wych 

Elm could help it prosper. 

Dark skies and moths in Galloway  

The BC South West Branch has been success-

ful in obtaining a grant from the Galloway 

Glens Landscape Partnership under their ‘Our 

Heritage’ small grants scheme.  

This will allow us to run community moth 

trapping nights in conjunction with the South 

West Scotland Environmental Information 

Centre, and also improve our ability to under-

take workparties by funding moth traps, field 

guides and hand tools. 

More Belted Beauties in D&G? 

Well we already have our own Belties, but there is a good chance we have another type of Beltie – the 

Belted Beauty moth! A record came to light recently of this UK rarity from Mersehead dunes, and there 

will be searches this spring co-ordinated by RSPB, to look for the adults, led by Steve Palmer, an expert 

from Lancashire. One way to locate the moth is to examine fence posts for the flightless females! 

White-letter Hairstreak 

Belted Beauty (female) Belted Beauty (male) 



 

 

Painted Ladies spotted 

Several Painted Ladies were seen in the area during the February ‘heat wave’, presumably brought in by 

the strong southerly winds. These included one at Bankend on 23rd and one near Kirkcowan on the 26th 

See what has ben recorded this year, and add your own records at https://butterfly-conservation.org/our-

work/recording-and-monitoring/migrant-watch/painted-lady-2019/results.  
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Of course, you can always send your butterfly 

and moth records direct to the SWEIC at 

Kirkgunzeon. Butterfly Conservation works 

closely with local records centres across the 

UK, and exchanges records regularly so that all 

records are ‘captured’.  https://swseic.org.uk 

 

Painted Lady 

https://butterfly-conservation.org/our-work/recording-and-monitoring/migrant-watch/painted-lady-2019/results
https://butterfly-conservation.org/our-work/recording-and-monitoring/migrant-watch/painted-lady-2019/results
https://swseic.org.uk/about-swseic
https://swseic.org.uk


 

 

Volunteers in action 

Carrick, Gatehouse of Fleet 

We have now run half a dozen workparties at Carrick, in order to control the gorse that is invading a 

wonderful stretch of herb-rich grassland along the shore. This grassland supports colonies of Northern 

Brown Argus, Grayling and Wall, and almost certainly a wide variety of moths, bees and hoverflies, not to 

mention the wildflowers. There will be more workparties later this year. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bog Squad 

Butterfly Conservation’s Bog Squad has now carried out peatland restoration work at Kirkconnell Flow 

near Dumfries (a former National Nature Reserve) and at Torrs Moss near Castle Douglas, and we are 

very grateful to local volunteers who joined in. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Butterfly Conservation has launched a peat campaign this spring to promote the value of peatlands. Un-

damaged or restored peatlands are crucial for wildlife, carbon storage, controlling water quality and as 

flood prevention. See our webpage at  https://butterfly-conservation.org/gopeatfree 

 

Northern Brown Argus 

Emperor moth (male) 

https://butterfly-conservation.org/gopeatfree
https://butterfly-conservation.org/gopeatfree


 

 

Forthcoming Events 

Recorders' Gathering: Saturday 16th March, 10.45-4.40pm. Battleby, Perth.  An all-day meet-

ing for everyone interested in recording and hearing about the current trends for butterflies and moths. 

Come along for a day of fascinating talks with an extended lunch break to visit our information, survey 

and sales stalls as well as (weather permitting) a chance to see some live moths.  To book: Contact Sho-

na Greig sgreig@butterfly-conservation.org 

Wildlife Recorders’ Gathering, Saturday 30th March, 10.30-4.30pm. Dumfries. An informal day 

of talks, presentations, networking and displays covering the wonderful wildlife of SW Scotland. Contact 

SWSEIC at info@swseic.org.uk for more details. 

Butterfly Conservation Members’ Day Saturday 5th October. Battleby, Perth. Our annual get 

together to share highlights from the season and look forw\rd to next years! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mabie Sunday 12th May 10.30am. A trip to see the 

freshly-emerged Pearl-bordered Fritillaries at this wonder-

ful nature reserve, owned by Forestry Commission Scot-

land. Probably the richest butterfly site in Scotland! Please 

book by emailing dandgbutterflies@gmail.com by 10th May. 

Mossdale 28th July 10.30am. An easy walk along the disused 

railway, hoping to see Scotch Argus and dark Green Fritillaries, 

amongst other. Please book by emailing us before 26th July at 

dandgbutterflies@gmail.com    

Other trips may take place, if we have some more volunteer leaders! 

Butterfly and moth records 

If you come across a butterfly or moth that you think is 

unusual or interesting then please do get in touch quickly 

as others will like to hear about it and perhaps check it 

out. But remember that you still need to send in records 

to the people overleaf to make sure they get logged.  

Increasingly, observers are recording their sightings using 

online systems such as iRecord or posting them on web-

site or Facebook pages; while efforts are made to collect 

these records, they may not get through to the County 

Recorders . To guarantee that your sightings get noted 

you should continue to send them in to the County Re-

corders or the Local Records Centre. Thank you! 

Pearl-bordered Fritillary 

Scotch Argus 

mailto:sgreig@butterfly-conservation.org
mailto:info@swseic.org.uk
mailto:dandgbutterflies@gmail.com
mailto:dandgbutterflies@gmail.com


 

 

If you are keen to record butterflies in a more systematic way then do please get in touch, or check our 

website for the various schemes you can participate in. Each scheme requires different levels of ability, so 

there is one for everyone!

 

 
Not a member? Then please join us! 

If you want to help us save butterflies and moths in the UK, there are lots of ways to contribute! Wheth-

er you want to give your time, donate to an appeal or even run an event on our behalf - everything helps 

towards our conservation work. https://butterfly-conservation.org/join 

 

Contacts: 

 
 
Useful websites etc 

 
 

Photographs by Jim Asher, Jim Black, Alison McArthur, Mark Parsons, Iain Cowe, David Hill, Tim Melling, Neil 

Hume, Sam Ellis, Paul Kirkland, Keith Tailby and Martin Warren.  

This edition compiled by Paul Kirkland. We plan another issue in the late summer, contributions very welcome! 

N.B. If you do not wish to receive this newsletter in the future, simply reply to this message, or send us an email, 

with the word ’unsubscribe’ in the title.  

Butterflies 

 butterfly-conservation.org/butterflies/recording-and-monitoring 

‘Big Butterfly Count’ 

 www.bigbutterflycount.org 

Moths 

 

butterfly-conservation.org/our-work/recording-and-monitoring/

national-moth-recording-scheme 

Dumfries & Galloway Butter-
fly & Moth Group dandgbutterflies@gmail.com 

D&G Butterfly Recorder 

 Dr Scott Shanks scottshanks01@msn.com 

D&G County Moth Recorder Dr Alistair Sommerville mothrecorder@dgmoths.info 

South West Scotland Environ-
mental Information Centre 

Hillhead Mill, Kirkgunzeon, Dumfries. DG2 8LA 

Tel: 01387 760274  https://swseic.org.uk 

South West Scotland Branch butterfly-conservation.org/in-your-area/glasgow-and-sw-scotland-branch  

Scotland office 
Butterfly Conservation Scotland, Balallan House, 24 Allan Park, Stirling, FK8 2QG. Tel: 

01786 447753 butterfly-conservation.org/Scotland 

UK Head Office 
Butterfly Conservation, Manor Yard, East Lulworth, Wareham, Dorset, BH20 5QP. Tel: 

01929 400 209 butterfly-conservation.org 

Bog Squad bogsquad.weebly.com 

Facebook: SW Branch www.facebook.com/saving.scottish.butterflies/?epa=SEARCH_BOX 

Facebook: BC Scotland www.facebook.com/bcscotland/?epa=SEARCH_BOX 

Facebook: BC UK www.facebook.com/savebutterflies 

Butterfly Conservation is a non-profit making company limited by guarantee, registered in England (2206468). It is also a charity registered 

in England & Wales (254937) and in Scotland (SCO39268). Butterfly Conservation Scotland can be contacted at Balallan House, Allan Park, 
Stirling FK8 2QG, Tel 01786 447753.  
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