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The Painted Lady Summer 

We had no idea that the few February sight-

ings of Painted Ladies mentioned in the previ-

ous newsletter would be followed by a massive 

invasion in the summer!   

Hopefully everyone saw these beautiful insects, 

one of the most widespread butterflies in the 

world. Millions of Painted Ladies arrived in 

Scotland and northern England, just in time for 

Big Butterfly Count. This may be the rea-

son twice as many people in Scotland took 

part compared to 2018! To see this years’ re-

sults go to 

www.bigbutterflycount.org/2019countryresults 

http://www.bigbutterflycount.org/2019countryresults


 

 

https://butterfly-conservation.org/our-work/recording-and-monitoring/migrant-watch/painted-lady-2019/results 

The Dumfries & Galloway Butterfly & Moth Group (D&GBMG) has had a busy year and we are very 

grateful to Jean Robson who has been organising the events and publicity for us. We have put on walks, 

run moth nights, held work parties and attended the D&G Environment Fair. 

We have some activities planned over the next few months, but do let us know if you can think of 

other things we should be doing, or better still, events you are running that we can help promote! 

The D&GBMG is part of Butterfly Conservation’s South West Scotland Regional Branch, one of three 

that cover Scotland. 

This is a screen shot for Painted Lady records 

submitted to the BC ‘Migrant Watch’ web page 

during 2019.  (It doesn’t all include all records 

submitted to BC or SWSEIC).  

The map can be viewed at  

https://butterfly-conservation.org/our-work/recording-and-monitoring/migrant-watch/painted-lady-2019/results


 

 

‘Moths at Home’ 

With funding from the Galloway Glens Landscape Partner-

ship (GGLP) Butterfly Conservation was able to contract the 

South West Scotland Environmental Information Centre 

(SWSEIC) to organise this exciting project during 2019. 

 

The aims of Moths at Home were to show people new to 

moth trapping the amazing variety that can be found in their 

gardens, to explain the role moths have in the ecosystem, 
and to encourage people to start recording. 

 

Six community moth trapping events were organised within 

the GGLP project area, at locations between Carsphairn and 

Kirkcudbright, from mid May to late September. Traps were 

set each night in participants’ gardens, usually around five or 

six, and in the morning the traps were brought to a central 

location and the catch of live moths was identified with the 

help of expert volunteers. 

 

In all, nearly 2000 moths were caught on those six nights, of 

over 200 species! Some of our most beautiful moths were 

recorded, including Scallop Shell, Elephant Hawk-moth and 

Garden Tiger. Some of the other highlights included species 

scarce in D&G such as August Thorn, Devon Carpet and 

Clay Triple-lines. By far the most common moths were 

Large Yellow Underwing, Dark Arches, Double-Square Spot 

and Bird Cherry Ermine. 

 

Over 120 people attended the events, including 45 pupils 

from Crossmichael Primary School, and the feedback was 

excellent. We are extremely grateful to GGLP and SWSEIC 

for making this project happen, and we are looking to see 

how to build on this work in 2020. A detailed project report 

is available on the SWSEIC website. 

Scallop Shell 

August Thorn 

Elephant Hawk-moth 



 

 

Moths in the Castle!  By Jean Robson 

On the last weekend in September the D&G BMG, Castle Loch Community Trust (CLCT) and Annan 

River Trust ran an event to celebrate National Moth Night, at Castle Loch Lochmaben. The night had 

been chosen nationally aiming to obtain records of migrant species. 

Filled with anticipation brought about by reports of blue underwings further South, a few migrants in 

Dumfriesshire in previous week, and a warm light wind from the south we met on Friday evening in the 

comfort of Lochfield Cottage, for tea and cake.  

After Darren Flint of the CLCT has given us a summary of the history of the trust and the wildlife of the 

site, we discussed how to set about promoting mothing and supporting new ‘moth-ers’. Alastair Som-

merville, the D&G County Moth Recorder then talked about the importance of moth recording. 

Once the last rays of sunlight had left the sky we headed out to see what our wine rope (soaked in a 

mixture of wine and sugar) and moth trap might have attracted. Stuart Graham was first to net a moth, 

and the wine rope proved a favourite with the Angle Shades.  

Green-brindled Crescent 

Angle Shades 

Vestal 

Back early on Saturday morning to see 

what our five traps around the site had 

produced, it was disappointing to see 

that rain had been heavy and persistent 

during the night, but on the positive side 

the overnight minimum temperature was 

a mild 9.6 °C, the wind was light and 

from the south west, and Darren was 

serving tea!  

Despite the rain we had enough moths 

to provide interest for a good variety of 

participants from experienced moth-ers, 

to those looking to find out about moth-

ing.  We were not lucky enough to catch 

any migrants but Alastair Sommerville 

had trapped two in his garden during the 

night, a Vestal and a Rusty Dot. 



 

 

Despite the weather and relatively low 

numbers we had enjoyable and productive 

event with 18 people taking part; old 

friends met up, new faces were introduced 

to the fascination and importance of moths, 

and everyone appreciated the hospitality at 

Lochfield Cottage!  

24 moths of 12 species recorded, including 

Angle Shades, Garden Carpet, Green-

brindled Crescent , Chestnut, Feathered 

Thorn, Large Wainscot, Red-line Quaker,  

Green Carpet, Common Marbled Carpet 

and Pink-barred Sallow. 

More Castle moths!   

Inspired by the Moths at Home project, Ali-

son Robertson and Stuart Graham have 

been arranging impromptu public moth ses-

sions at Castle Corner at Caerlaverock Na-

tion Nature Reserve near Glencaple, south 

of Dumfries, whenever the weather 

seemed right.  

Members of the local community have en-

joyed the gorgeous autumn moths, such as 

Canary-shouldered Thorn, Spruce Carpet 

and the stunning Merveille du Jour. 

https://www.caerlaverock.org.uk/moth-

morning/ 

Merveille du Jour 

Spruce Carpet Canary-shouldered Thorn 

Pink-barred Sallow 

https://www.caerlaverock.org.uk/moth-morning/
https://www.caerlaverock.org.uk/moth-morning/


 

 

Saving the Northern Brown Argus  

For several years, Dr Jim Asher, Chairman of Butterfly Con-

servation UK has been carrying out surveys of one of our 

very special butterflies, the Northern Brown Argus. Most 

colonies are found within a narrow coastal zone where the 

caterpillar’s only food plant, Common Rock-rose grows in 

natural (‘unimproved’) grassland. (A few colonies occur in-

land where rock outcrops have prevented agricultural im-

provement to create high productivity grassland). 

Although the butterfly is small and darts about quickly in the 

sunshine, the foodplant has bright yellow flowers and so ar-

eas where the butterfly is likely to be seen can be easily 

identified. In addition, the brilliant white eggs are laid on the 

top of the leaves and are quite conspicuous, making it possi-

ble to confirm colonies of the butterfly even in poor weath-

er.  Jim has now located scores of sites for the Northern 

Brown Argus in the county. 

Unfortunately several of these colonies are threatened by 

scrub encroachment. At Carrick near Gatehouse we have 

held eight workparties to cut back the gorse that is spread-

ing onto the grassland that supports a wide range of wild-

flowers, as well as Common Rock-rose. Last summer Jim 

also ran a training day for those who want to help look for 

and monitor the butterfly. If you would like to get involved 

please contact Jim at jim.asher@btinternet.com. 

Surveys for other rare species   

More and more people are recording butterflies and moths, especially the rarities. This year Sean Clay-

ton found a large colony of the rare Dingy Skipper at Potterland, and a new colony of Pearl-bordered 

Fritillary was discovered at The Hills. Both sites are managed by Forest and Land Scotland (formerly the 

Forestry Commission) and the sightings have been submitted to them. 

A training day was held at Mabie Forest by Tom Prescott, Senior Conservation Officer with Butterfly 

Conservation, for the Forester moth. 12 volunteers took part and found 7-10 adults and two egg batch-

es on the underside of Common Sorrel leaves, one of 15 eggs the other of eight.  These are probably 

the first to be found in D&G. 

Dingy Skipper 

Eggs of the 

Forester moth 

mailto:jim.asher@btinternet.com


 

 

Butterflies and moths continue to move north 

into Scotland, driven by climate change.  The 

White-letter Hairstreak is the latest new arrival 

(in the Borders) and there is no doubt it will soon 

be found in D&G. If you are keen to find it you 

don’t need to wait until the summer as it can be 

found by careful searching on south facing branch-

es of Wych Elm  - by looking for the flying saucer-

shaped eggs! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There were no reports of the Belted Beauty, de-

spite further searches of the coast between 

Mersehead and Southerness. This moth is now 

extinct in Wales and down to just one site in Eng-

land, although it is thought to be still fairly com-

mon on the Western Isles. Please contact RSPB at 

Mersehead if you would like to help next year. 

The Essex Skipper is however still hanging on in 

the Birkshaw area near Lockerbie, following its 

accidental release, possibly on hay from central/

southern England. 

Please continue to send in your records to the 

SWEIC at Kirkgunzeon. Butterfly Conservation 

works closely with local records centres across 

the UK, and exchanges records regularly so that 

all records are ‘captured’  https://swseic.org.uk 

There are were also no reports of High Brown Fritillary this year, but the intriguing sighting from 

Kirroughtree in 2018 means that one day this butterfly could colonise from England, where it is under 

severe threat. 

https://swseic.org.uk/about-swseic
https://swseic.org.uk


 

 

Some highlights :- 

 The December moth with his thick hair 

able to survive in winter 

 The rather inebriated appearance of The 

Drinker 

 The Spectacle with his amazing specs 

 The fabulous antennae of the Oak Beauty 

It’s been a fascinating and steep learning curve, 

but there are plenty of people around who are 

happy to help, and still lots more to learn! 

Newbie to mothing  By Jean Robson 

Retirement is fun! Since finishing work I have obtained a macro lens - so making insects more interesting 

and highlighting my embarrassingly low entomological knowledge, and attended a field studies council 

moth course - further highlighting my deficiencies but giving me confidence to buy a lightweight ‘Heath’ 

moth trap and started counting moths visiting my garden. My total for the first seven months of 2019 is 

93 species - may not be a huge number by some standards but it has been enough for me to learn! 



 

 

Forthcoming Events 

Carrick shore workparty Wednesday 8th January 

Important species-rich grassland, together with its rare butterflies such as Northern Brown Argus, is 

being swamped by gorse.  We need your help to cut it back. Please book by emailing Jim Asher at 

jim.asher@btinternet.com. 

Kirkconnell Flow workparties 2nd November and Saturday 22nd February.  

This is an important peatland nature reserve just a few miles from Dumfries. Do your bit for climate 

change and biodiversity by helping restore this beautiful bog! This year Alison Robertson confirmed the 

presence of the very rare Bilberry Pug there. The site also supports Large Heath and Green Hair-

streak. Work for all abilities includes scrub and rhododendron control. Please book by emailing David 

Hill at dhill@butterfly-conservation.org. For more info on this amazing reserve, go to https://

www.nature.scot/enjoying-outdoors/snh-nature-reserves/kirkconnell-flow-nature-reserve 

 

 

Moths at Home – a window into secret lives of moths in the Galloway Glens: Wednesday 

4th December. Town Hall, St John’s Town of Dalry. A presentation from SWSEIC and Butterfly 

Conservation staff, on the mysterious world of moths in the Galloway Glens and the results of moth 

trapping carried out during 2019. All welcome to this free event, at 7.30pm. Contact SWSEIC at in-

fo@swseic.org.uk for more details. 

Recorders' Gathering: Saturday 14th March, 10.45-4.40pm. Battleby, Perth. An all-day 

meeting for anyone interested in recording and hearing about the current trends for butterflies and 

moths. Come along for a day of fascinating talks with an extended lunch break to visit our volunteering  

and sales stalls as well as (weather permitting) a chance to see some live moths.  To book contact Sho-

na Greig sgreig@butterfly-conservation.org 

 

Butterfly and moth walks, 2020.  We hope to have some interesting walks again next 

year, where people can see and learn how to identify butterflies and moths. If you can help lead one, 

please get in touch by emailing us at dandgbutterflies@gmail.com.  

Green Hairstreak Large Heath 

mailto:jim.asher@btinternet.com
mailto:dhill@butterfly-conservation.org
https://www.nature.scot/enjoying-outdoors/snh-nature-reserves/kirkconnell-flow-nature-reserveC:/Users/Paul/OneDrive%20-%20Butterfly%20Conservation/File%20sync%20from%208TKYJZ1/Documents/Avaya
https://www.nature.scot/enjoying-outdoors/snh-nature-reserves/kirkconnell-flow-nature-reserveC:/Users/Paul/OneDrive%20-%20Butterfly%20Conservation/File%20sync%20from%208TKYJZ1/Documents/Avaya
mailto:info@swseic.org.uk
mailto:info@swseic.org.uk
mailto:sgreig@butterfly-conservation.org
mailto:dandgbutterflies@gmail.com


 

 

If you are keen to record butterflies in a more systematic way then do please get in touch, or check our 

website for the various schemes you can participate in. Each scheme requires different levels of ability, so 

there is one for everyone! 

 

Not a member? Then please join us! 

If you want to help us save butterflies and moths in the UK, there are lots of ways to contribute!  

Whether you want to give your time, donate to an appeal or run an event on our behalf - everything 

helps towards our conservation work. https://butterfly-conservation.org/join 

Contacts: 

 
Useful websites etc 

 

Contributions and photographs by Jim Asher, Caroline Clay, Iain Cowe, Peter Eeles, Dave Green, John Knowler, 

Iain Leach, Mark Parsons, Paul Kirkland, Tony Mainwood and Jean Robson.   

This edition compiled by Paul Kirkland. We plan another issue in the spring - contributions very welcome! A high 

resolution version of this newsletter is available (7.5MB). Please contact us if you would like a copy. 

N.B. If you do not wish to receive this newsletter in the future, simply reply to this message, or send us an email, 

with the word ’unsubscribe’ in the title.  

Butterflies 

 butterfly-conservation.org/butterflies/recording-and-monitoring 

‘Big Butterfly Count’ 

 www.bigbutterflycount.org 

Moths 

 
butterfly-conservation.org/our-work/recording-and-monitoring/national-

moth-recording-scheme 

Dumfries & Galloway Butter-
fly & Moth Group dandgbutterflies@gmail.com 

D&G Butterfly Recorder 

 Dr Scott Shanks scottshanks01@msn.com 

D&G County Moth Recorder Dr Alistair Sommerville mothrecorder@dgmoths.info 

South West Scotland Environ-
mental Information Centre 

Hillhead Mill, Kirkgunzeon, Dumfries. DG2 8LA 

Tel: 01387 760274  https://swseic.org.uk 

South West Scotland Branch butterfly-conservation.org/in-your-area/glasgow-and-sw-scotland-branch  

Scotland office 
Butterfly Conservation Scotland, Balallan House, 24 Allan Park, Stirling, FK8 2QG. Tel: 

01786 447753 butterfly-conservation.org/Scotland 

UK Head Office 
Butterfly Conservation, Manor Yard, East Lulworth, Wareham, Dorset, BH20 5QP. Tel: 

01929 400 209 butterfly-conservation.org 

Bog Squad bogsquad.weebly.com 

Facebook: SW Branch www.facebook.com/saving.scottish.butterflies/?epa=SEARCH_BOX 

Facebook: BC Scotland www.facebook.com/bcscotland/?epa=SEARCH_BOX 

Facebook: BC UK www.facebook.com/savebutterflies 

Butterfly Conservation is a non-profit making company limited by guarantee, registered in England (2206468). It is also a charity registered 

in England & Wales (254937) and in Scotland (SCO39268). Butterfly Conservation Scotland can be contacted at Balallan House, Allan Park, 
Stirling FK8 2QG, Tel 01786 447753.  
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