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Welcome to the 2019 edition of On the Spot, and a particularly warm welcome to 

the members who have joined Butterfly Conservation and the branch in the last 

year!  I’m pleased to announce that the branch membership grew by a further 8% in 

2018!  Your membership and support makes a huge difference to what the branch 

can do each year.   

 We have had a busy year running events to raise awareness about the conservation 

of butterflies and moths, including surveys of rare species, butterfly walks, moth 

nights and delivering talks and identification workshops. You can read about many of 

these activities in the following pages. 

During late 2018 we had to say farewell to our Chair Paul Mapplebeck, who moved 

away from the branch area. Paul took over as Chair in 2014 after holding the position 

of branch Secretary for a year. Paul was a true champion for butterflies and moths, 

regularly attending Bog Squad events and helped organise our annual work parties 

for the Beautiful Snout in the Trossachs. He also helped rediscover a lost colony of 

Pearl-bordered Fritillaries in the Trossachs during 2018. We wish Paul all the best in 

his future endeavours. We will look to elect a new Chair at our AGM on the 29th 

April.  

National Moth Night returns this year on 26th – 28th September, with a focus on 

migrant species. We hope to have a number of moth events that weekend, or you 

could try hunting for these fantastic creatures in your own garden. You don’t need a 

moth trap or other equipment; a bathroom window left open with the light on 

should attract a few passing moths, and searching flowers in your garden at night 

with a torch can be surprisingly productive! Recording caterpillars is another fun 

option! 

2018 was a great year for butterfly records, with almost 16,000 records received of 

56,252 individual butterflies! This is the highest number of records that have been 

submitted during any year in the branch’s history!   

There are lots of great articles inside, so we’ll leave you to get started. We would like 

to wish you all a fantastic butterfly and moth-filled year, and hope to see many of 

you at our events or in the field this year!  

Scott Shanks, Acting Chair and Butterfly Record Coordinator 

Welcome to On the Spot 2019  
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Monitoring Marsh Fritillary in Argyll 
By Tom Prescott, Senior Conservation Officer, Butterfly Conservation  

Scotland’s Marsh Fritillary populations are some of the most important in the UK 

and Europe.  However, there is currently very little annual monitoring undertaken 

so we are unable to determine how the butterfly is faring at a national scale, or 

even at the majority of sites.   

Marsh Fritillary populations are most 

effectively monitored in Scotland by 

counts of their larval webs in late 

summer and early autumn.  This has 

the advantage that the webs (Pictured 

below) dentify breeding sites and the 

methodology is less weather 

dependant, although it is not advisable 

to undertake monitoring one or two 

days after heavy rain as some webs 

may have disintegrated resulting in a 

false low count.  Suitable habitat, 

areas of abundant devil’s-bit scabious, is 

also easier to spot from afar at this time of 

year as the scabious is in flower. 

It is crucial that monitoring is consistent so 

that results are comparable between sites 

and years.  A robust solid repeatable system 

therefore needs to be deployed.  Butterfly 

Conservation’s preferred method involves 

counting webs along transects that pass 

through suitable habitat patches, but this is 

not always straight forward to set up in 

Scotland with our large sites comprising a 

mosaic of habitats.  

To overcome this, the Glasgow and South-

west branch had the great idea that the 

monitoring could be set up, with the help of 

staff, and local volunteers recruited and 

trained to walk these transects annually.  

This was put into practice over the first weekend in September when monitoring 

was set up at six farms in north Argyll, near Oban, Appin and Taynuilt and 

volunteers from Lorn Natural History Group invited along.  Webs were found at all 
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six farms with a total of 80 counted over the weekend.  Interestingly, despite the 

presence of good habitat, the butterfly had not previously been recorded from three 

of the farms before, highlighting how under recorded it is.  

The success of the weekend means it will probably be repeated next year, again in 

the first weekend in September, perhaps going to a different part of Argyll. 

If you want to get involved, or for more information, contact Tom.  Email 

tprescott@butterfly-conservation.org Tel: 01540 661469 

 

Hills over Loch Katrine, by Nick Cook 

Enjoying a well-deserved break from counting Marsh Fritillary webs in the Argyll 

sunshine, with Ben Cruachan in the background 

Did you know? 

Female Marsh fritillary can lay over 300 

eggs! They are laid on the undersides 

of leaves in large batches and it can 

take several hours to lay them all. After 

the initial batch, more eggs develop 

inside the female and are laid in smaller 

batches 

The pupa is remarkably beautiful, with 

black, brown and orange markings 

making it distinctive.  Sam Ellis Peter Eeles 
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As a follow-up to my 2015 article I thought it about time to report back on our 

search for these beautiful little butterflies. A good deal of work has been done 

which has been well rewarded with some great findings in the past few years for 

those individuals who have helped put the butterfly on the map. The following is 

an update on where we are in our quest to expand our knowledge of Green 

Hairstreaks in Lanarkshire. 

In 2016 I was joined by Neil Darroch to explore some new sites that we felt had 

good potential habitat for Green Hairstreak. One such place we came up with was 

in Glentaggart the site of a now defunct opencast mine. The site is at an elevation 

of 340 metres and has the usual spruce plantation with blaeberry and heather 

scrub as well as scraped clear mining areas. The visit we undertook was a couple 

of weeks after the branch AGM at Eglinton Country Park, where Sandy McNeil 

had let me know he had sighted the butterfly at Podowrin Burn, near Glespin, this 

was great news as it was a new site and a first for the NS72 10-k square. 

Butterflies were in plentiful supply on the morning of our 6
th
 June 2016 visit to 

Glentaggart with good numbers of Green-veined Whites and Orange-tips, 14 

Small Heath, a Small Copper, a really nice to see migrant in a Painted Lady and 

five Green Hairstreak, these butterflies put another new site for the target species 

on the map.  

On my journey home that same afternoon I 

decided to stop and have a short walk at 

Blood Moss, situated on the South 

Lanarkshire/Ayrshire border. The sun was still 

out, and the habitat looked promising and it 

only took ten minutes when a single butterfly 

flew up from beneath me, sure enough it was 

a single Green Hairstreak in yet another new 

10-k square NS63. On 23
rd

 May 2016 at 

Blacklaw Wood (NS94) on my regular 

butterfly transect it was pleasing to find 3 

Green Hairstreak flying at the eastern edge 

of the bog. A fantastic climax to a flight 

season that had put three new 10-k squares on to the map in 2016.  

A place I had mentioned in 2015, was Mosscastle Hill, near Crawfordjohn. This is 

yet another site at the edge of a spruce plantation that has large areas of 

blaeberry. It is in the under recorded 10-kilometre square NS82 and previous visits 

had failed to turn up the butterfly. This location I’m pleased to say has now turned 

up small numbers since I came across four individuals flying on 11
th
 May 2017.  

For many years this area had been relatively untouched in the search for 

Mapping Green Hairstreak in Lanarkshire  
By Tam Stewart, VC77 Butterfly Recorder, Lanarkshire and Glasgow City 
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butterflies and lepidoptera, with only a paltry five species ever having been 

recorded. Pleasingly with this new sighting of Green Hairstreak it brings the total 

butterfly count to 15 species with most of the records in the past three years.  

This past year 2018, I set out once again to expand our knowledge of the 

distribution and numbers of Green Hairstreak in Lanarkshire. Having travelled the 

length and breadth of Lanarkshire in pursuit of this little gem it seemed I had my 

eye in for what would make good habitat for Green Hairstreak, so this year was the 

time to search further afield in this endeavour.  

My first encounter with Green Hairstreak this year was on 7
th
 May when I came 

across a single butterfly while walking my regular butterfly transect at Kingshill LNR 

in Allanton. My second sighting for the year was a particular delight at Mossmulloch 

plantation south of East Kilbride, since at the end of the season in 2017 I found that 

contractors had upended a lot of the peat in digging out a drainage ditch at the 

edge of the spruce plantation. I wondered at that point if the colony may have been 

destroyed or severely harmed, but pleasingly this site just south of East Kilbride 

once again had good numbers of the butterfly throughout the flight season for 2018.  

I had been eyeing up a few promising areas for the butterfly on my travels and with 

the good weather right on time for the Green Hairstreak flight season it was time to 

explore a few of these potential sites. After confirming the butterfly was on the wing 

on the morning of 12
th
 May at Mosscastle it was a short drive to Braid Hill, another 

spruce plantation that has a nice south facing aspect with plenty of blaeberry, the 

only known larval food plant for the butterfly in Scotland. Braid Hill is at an elevation 

365-430 m, only slightly higher than Mosscastle Hill, so I did not believe height to 

be an issue here. The day was nice and sunny with only a light breeze coming from 

the southwest and a pleasant 15˚C but alas the only lepidoptera seen on the wing 

was a single Emperor moth. Three times during the flight season I searched Braid 

Hill including a particularly glorious day with the temperature a sweltering 21 ˚C (for 

a Lanarkshire boy that is) but again no sightings of the butterfly were to be had.  

On 14
th
 May I met up with Neil to survey an area he had thought of particular 

interest as it was another blaeberry covered hillside. It was situated down at the 

edge of Camps reservoir in NS92 (Elevation 320-360 m) a 10k square which as yet 

had no records of Green Hairstreak. We arranged to meet at 11 am on what was 

forecast to be another dry sunny day with a light south-westerly breeze. After about 

an hour of searching the only butterflies seen were a single Orange-tip and a green

-veined White. The hillside was north facing, towards the reservoir and perhaps the 

winds play a factor against colonisation of that site, alas no Green Hairstreak were 

to be found on two visits there in the spring.  

Undeterred we headed to another site, this time just outside Leadhills, which looked 

promising as it was another blaeberry covered woodland edge. The sun was bright 

and warm but again we found none of the target species on two visits to that NS81 
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10k square. On this same day we paid a return visit to Braid Hill finding a nice 

Satyr Pug moth and two Emperor moths.  

On 15
th
 May I was pleased to receive an email from Neil Darroch confirming that 

he had found Green Hairstreaks at three new sites one in NS84 near Yieldshields 

and an incredible two new sites in NS83 yet another first for that 10-kilomtere 

square.  

When I next did my walk at Mossmulloch in NS64 I decided that, as the site was 

producing good numbers, it was time to turn the walk into “Timed Count” transect, 

so as to more accurately and systematically 

monitor the population there. Three walks 

during the flight season brought a total of 65 

butterflies. It will be nice to see how the 

monitoring works out in the next few years and 

I hope for no more disturbance from drainage 

digging contractors. On one of my intended 

visits to Mossmulloch this year there was an 

occasion where some of the regular dog 

walkers had lost a Doberman in the field 

alongside my walk. On hearing this I decided to 

abandon any attempt there that morning and 

drove a couple of miles west and found a small 

car parking space. I got out for a walk and soon found another small pocket of the 

butterflies at the western edge of the plantation, another site added to the list and 

an unexpected bonus. Another nice find that morning was this Four-spotted 

Chaser which sat motionless for some time basking in the early morning sunshine.  

In concluding it is a joy to report that we now have confirmation of the butterfly’s 

existence in sixteen 10-kilometre squares throughout the whole of the county. 

Considering that prior to 2012 we only had records from eight 10-k squares this 

has been a great reward for the hard work put in by the various recorders. All in 

we now have Green Hairstreak recorded from 32 different sites throughout 

Lanarkshire. Although most sites report the butterfly in small numbers, we have 

around eight different sites where ten or more have been sighted at one time, and 

a couple of sites where the numbers have exceeded 30+ individuals in one 

record. To search out the butterfly and only map any sites would not achieve the 

aims of conserving and protecting the species so once the mapping phase has 

been done sufficiently then hopefully the monitoring work can be expanded. To 

that end the monitoring at Mossmulloch will hopefully produce good results in 

2019 and begin to let us know how the butterfly is faring.  

Tam Stewart VC77 Butterfly Recorder, Lanarkshire & Glasgow City (April 

2019) 
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Colony Name 10 Kilometre Square Year 1st Found 

Kingshill LNR NS85 1994 

Lenzie Moss NS67 2000 

Commonhead Moss NS66 2000 

Whitelee Forest NS64 2005 

Drumshangie Moss NS76 2006 

Dolphinton NT14 2007 

White Hill NT04 2009 

West Crutherland (Flatmoss) NS65 2010 

Colony Name 10 Kilometre Square Year 1st Found 

Gladsmuir Hills NS95 2015 

Girdle Burn NT03 2015 

Podowrin Burn NS72 2016 

Blacklaw Wood NS94 2016 

Kennoxhead NS72 2016 

Blood Moss NS63 2016 

East Coldstream NS84 2018 

Happendon Wood NS83 2018 

Lanarkshire Green Hairstreak distribution in 2012 (left) and 2018 (right)  

Table 1: Green Hairstreak Colonies by 2010 

Table 2: Green Hairstreak Colonies by 2018 
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Recording butterflies online and through apps 
By Anthony McCluskey, Conservation Officer 

Thanks to technology it is easier than ever to send in a sighting of butterflies. 

Thousands of records are received this way every year now, and it has helped 

open the world of butterfly recording to people who may never have recorded an 

insect. But how can you go about it? 

The recording system called iRecord is used by a growing number of organisations 

to provide a place where anyone can send in record of any wildlife. Butterfly 

records can be entered in a number of ways; in this article, I will describe to you 

how to use the iRecord website, and the iRecord Butterflies app. 

Let’s start with the website. The web address is unfortunately still clunky: 

www.brc.ac.uk/irecord , you can also find it through a search engine. On that first 

page you should follow the 

clear instructions to create 

a new account (here’s a tip: 

write your username and 

password down in your 

recording notebook!). 

Following this, when you 

log in you will see a bar 

with various options. Bring 

your mouse over Record and a list of options will appear (see figure 1). To submit a 

single record, choose Enter a casual record; to enter multiple records for a single 

site on a single date choose Enter a list of records; and to enter records for 

multiple sites on a single date, choose Enter records at several places.  

If you choose Enter a list of records, you will be brought to a page with two tabs 

(see figure 2). The first is called What did you see? First of all you need to enter 

the date you saw it. Then in the boxes below you can type the species (this has an 

auto-completed function so you can easily find all you need). Also enter the 

number seen. The other fields (sex; stage; identified by) I usually leave blank. You 

Figure 1 

Figure 2 
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can add a comment too, such as the nectar plant or behaviour. You may also add a 

photo from your computer; while it’s not necessary it may help when your record is 

verified. Complete this process for all the species you saw at this location on that 

date. 

Following that, click the Where was it? Tab. Here you need to give the location a 

name; if you don’t know a proper name, something like ‘Car park near library’ will 

suffice, as you will also provide a grid reference (see figure 3). The next box down 

is Enter a spatial reference. This is where you can enter the grid reference (if you 

know it already). But in most cases it will be easiest to go to Search for a place on 

the map. This allows you to type a place name, post code, etc., and find where you 

were!  

So in my example I have typed Bridge of Allan Library, and the map brings up the 

library and surrounds. At the top right corner of the map you will see the little plus 

sign. If you click it and choose Google satellite you will get a better view of the area 

(see figure 4). If all the butterflies you saw are in a small area, just click the map as 

it is and it will automatically enter a precise grid reference for you! However if they 

were over a slightly larger area of say 10m or 100m, just zoom out and click the 

larger square and it will give you a new 100m grid reference, as you can see in my 

example. Following that you can go down the page and enter the habitat 

information if you know it, then just click the submit button and you’re done!  

Figure 3 

Figure 4 



 

 12 

The iRecord Butterflies 

app can be downloaded 

for free for smartphones 

and tablet computers. It 

can only be used to 

record butterflies, but has 

a complete guide to all 

the butterflies found in the 

UK. When you download 

it you will be asked to sign 

up for an iRecord 

account.  On the front 

page you’ll see the three 

options listed in the 

pictured in figure 5. If you 

want to record a single species from one place, choose ID/Record a butterfly, but if 

you want to send in records of several species, or to record as you walk along in a 

defined area, choose Survey an area. For the rest of this guide I’ll be discussing 

how to survey an area.  

Once you’ve chosen Survey an area, you will see the screen in figure 6 . You must 

give a site name, but you can choose to add that to your favourites so it will come 

up next time. You should also select the approximate size of the area, which 

ranges from point location (such as in a small garden) to 1km x 1km.  

Now, to define the location 

with a grid reference, you 

can choose from Get my 

current location, or Enter 

using Map (see figure 7). 

Get my current location only 

works if you have location 

services enabled—this is 

what is used by GPS, 

navigation, etc. It finds 

where you are and uses that 

as your location for your 

record. This option is very 

useful if you’re out for a walk 

and see something, 

especially if you don’t know exactly where you are. The other option is Enter using 

map. This will bring up a map of the UK, into which you can zoom by pinching the 

screen and expanding it. You can switch between a normal map or a satellite view. 
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Once you’ve found the place where you want to make your record, just tap that 

point on the screen and you will see the blue pin drop on it. You will also notice that 

the Use Chosen Location button turns from grey to orange (figure 8), and you can 

now press that to proceed to the next step. 

You will then see a screen similar to that shown in 

figure 9. It will automatically use today’s date for your 

record, so change that if you need to. Press Add 

species to survey and you will see a list of butterflies 

which is arranged based on the likelihood of you 

seeing them at that time of year. So common and 

widespread species will be at the top but if you want 

to see all species, simply scroll down and select 

Show Additional. For each species you see, just tap 

the photo. Following that, you can use the plus and 

minus signs to increase or decrease the number. If 

you press the little grey square to the top right of the 

species name box you will be allowed to type in a 

number, or choose from a series of options such as: 

1; 2-9; 10-29; etc. It’s best to give an actual number 

instead of one of those number ranges, as recorders 

need to have a real number.  Once you’re done, press Send. You will then see two 

options, Send now, or Save and Send Later. You can use the latter option if you 

want to keep adding records or you don’t have a Wi-Fi or internet signal. When you 

finally do want to send those records, go back to the home screen, press the file 

icon in the top left, choose My sightings and choose to send your survey. You can 

also go there to update surveys to which you’d like to add species.  

One drawback about the iRecord system is that not all Butterfly Recorders (the 

people who verify the records and send them to the national databases) download 

and use the system. While all of the app records are actually downloaded by BC 

head office and sent out to the relevant Butterfly Recorders, the records on the 

website rely on the Butterfly Recorder actively going online and verifying them. If 

you are unsure whether the Recorder for your area is using iRecord, please feel 

free to contact the Scottish office on scotland@butterfly-conservation.org and we 

can check for you. 
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During 2018, we received an amazing 15,949 butterfly records of 56,252 

individual butterflies (including caterpillar and eggs) from across South West 

Scotland (see map below). This is a dramatic increase on the 12,213 records of 

36,111 butterflies we received in 2017!  There are probably a few more records 

still to come in, but already it’s safe to say that 2018 was fantastic year for 

butterfly recording in South-west Scotland! 

There weren’t many early sightings before the ‘Beast from the East’ hit on 22nd 

February, which was followed by another cold snap in March, so the butterfly year 

was fairly slow in taking off. However the rest of the spring and summer was 

generally warm, dry and settled which benefited many summer species like 

Ringlets and Scotch Argus, and those with multiple broods such as the ’whites’, 

Butterfly Records Summary for 2018 

by Scott Shanks, Butterfly Record Coordinator  
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Speckled Woods and Wall Browns. The good weather also helped encouraged 

more people to get out recording butterflies including lots of Big Butterfly Counts! 

In the year that Butterfly Conservation reintroduced Chequered Skippers to 

England, our populations in Argyll seem to have done well. Lots hope populations 

in all parts of the UK have another great year in 2019! 

Butterfly Conservation Scotland ran a Common Blue postcard survey during 2018 

which helped boost records of this species, after a number of poor years. 

Another species which benefited from targeted survey work in 2018 was the Pearl-

bordered Fritillary. After a number of years searching the Trossachs, a colony of 

this species was rediscovered Loch Katrine! 

Not all species did so well though. Small Tortoiseshells had another poor year with 

only 150 or so seen in the spring, with only a small recovery in the summer. 

Interestingly Peacocks, which also use nettles as a caterpillar food plant had a 

great year. 

Despite the good weather there was no dramatic influx of migratory species this 

year. We didn’t see the large influx of Red Admirals that were seen in 2017. Painted 

Ladies had a fairly average year. The most notable record was of 18 individuals 

recorded on Tiree on the 27th June by 

John Bowler. Records of multiple 

individuals in urban areas are quite likely 

to have been releases. We did get a 

scattering of Clouded Yellow records, 

but these were mainly confined to the 

south coast of Dumfries and Galloway. 

Last year we had a record of a Monarch 

butterfly in Kilmartin, Argyll. This year we 

had records of 9 individuals! Eight of 

these were recorded around 

Dunstaffnage north of Oban between 

26th July and 6th August, and reports on 

social media suggest they may have 

come from a wedding release in Oban. 

The 9th individual was photographed at 

Bridgend on Islay on the 19th August.  

It is illegal to release non-native species in Scotland and can have negative impacts 

on native species and habitats including the spread of diseases. 

One very strange record in 2018 was of a High Brown Fritillary that was 

photographed near Newton Stewart on the17th July by Andy Wakelin. The nearest 

populations are in the south of Cumbria! It’s unclear how the butterfly ended up in 

Monarch (Danaus plexippus) at 
Bridgend, Islay on 29th August © 
David Taylor 
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Scotland as the nearest known populations are in the south of Cumbria! We’ll be 

revisiting the site in 2019 to see if we can confirm a Scottish colony of this rare 

species! 

We have 33 butterfly-monitoring transects across South West Scotland. The 

records from these monitored sites help to provide a wealth of information that 

can be used to assess the health of the environment.  The data collected by our 

volunteers is used in many publications and has allowed the UK to be at the 

forefront of research into the impact of climate change on biodiversity. There may 

be an opportunity to help with a transect near you. Please get in touch if you can 

help. 

The Summary Table in the opposite page shows the numbers of each species 

recorded over the last 3 years, flight dates and the number of 10km squares in 

the branch with records 2018. The numbers in brackets are number of new 10km 

squares.   

During 2018 we received 15,949 butterfly records of 56,252 individual 

butterflies (including larvae). *Number of 10km squares with records in 2017 

(number of new 10 km squares for this species) 

A further 1,169 historic records were received during 2018 (mostly from 2017 & 

2016). 

Some online recording resources: 

A good introduction to online recording is the Big Butterfly Count which runs each 

summer: www.bigbutterflycount.org 

The Butterfly Recording Scheme phone app and iRecord website (see Anthony’s 

article in this issue of the newsletter)  

Butterfly records from your garden can be submitted through Butterfly 

Conservation’s new Garden Butterfly Survey website: 

www.gardenbutterflysurvey.org 

For those walking a weekly butterfly transect or doing regular timed counts of a 

site, records can be submitted at: www.ukbms.org 

Many thanks to everyone that sent in their records this year! Keep up the great 

work!  Recording really is the key to species conservation. Without knowing what 

is out there, we can’t take the next steps in protecting important sites, or 

identifying trends in distribution and abundance. Let’s hope for another fantastic 

butterfly-filled year ahead! 
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Species Number seen Earliest /Latest 10km sqs 

  2018 2017 2016 sighting 2018 2018 (new) 

Chequered Skipper 355 190 171 23
rd

 May / 11
th

 June 6 (0) 

Small Skipper 19 8 5 28
th

 June / 12
th

 July 2 (1) 

Essex Skipper 0 0 3 -  / - 0 (0) 

Large Skipper 61 44 27 5
th

  June/ 27
th

 July 14 (1) 

Dingy Skipper 70 11 106 17
th

 May / 30
th

 June 2 (0) 

Clouded Yellow 9 0 2 1
st

 June / 25
th

 Aug 0 (0) 

Brimstone 0 1 0 - / - 0 (0) 

Large White 2,909 341 284 30
th

 April / 27
th

 Sept 83 (2) 

Small White 4,732 1,775 920 2
nd

 April / 27
th

 Sept 124 (4) 

Green-veined White 11,922 8,801 6,084 16
th

 April/ 27
th

 Sept 188 (0) 

Orange-tip 2,505 2,774 1,634 21
st

 April / 18
th 

July (2) 

Green Hairstreak 310 214 294 7
th

 May/ 22
nd

 June 22 (3) 

Purple Hairstreak 19 9 17 10
th

 Jul/ 22
nd

 Sept 4 (1) 

Small Copper 626 245 275 30
th

 April/ 18
th

 Oct 52 (0) 

Common Blue 2,377 895 983 29
th

 May/ 27
th

 Sept 78 (2) 

Holly Blue 29 14 13 28
th

 April / 12
th

 Aug 2 (1) 

Small Blue 0 0 7 7
th

 June / 7
th

 Aug 0 (0) 

Northern Brown Argus 318 27 63 31
st

 May / 25
th

 July 5 (0) 

Red Admiral 1,889 3,318 895 14
th

 April / 1
st

 Dec 137 (1) 

Painted Lady 665 386 895 7
th

 May/ 28
th

 Sept 87 (2) 

Small Tortoiseshell 1,313 911 1,395 19
th

 March / 27
th

 Oct 111 (2) 

Peacock 7,487 3,042 1,432 20
th

 Feb/ 31
st

 Oct 146 (0) 

Comma 136 44 61 19
th

 April/ 17
th

 Oct 21 (4) 

Pearl-bordered Fritillary 480 261 323 16
th

 May / 17
th

 June 5 (0) 

Small Pearl-bordered 
Fritillary 

1,015 715 1,024 23
rd

 May / 27
th

 Aug 37 (1) 

Dark Green Fritillary 380 196 286 21
st

 June / 10
th

 Aug 28 (1) 

High Brown Fritillary 1 - - 18
th

 July 1 (1) 

Marsh Fritillary 325 231 184 25
th

 May/ 12
th

 June 14 (1) 

Speckled Wood 732 444 184     7
th

 May/ 18
th

 Oct 48 (6) 

Wall 765 196 79 19
th

 May/ 11
th

 Sept 18 (0) 

Grayling 220 43 71 27
th

 June / 30
th

 Aug 11 (1) 

Mountain Ringlet 174 21 41 26
th

 June/ 3
rd

 July 3 (0) 

Scotch Argus 1,803 813 857 12
th

 June / 5
th

 Sept 48 (1) 

Ringlet 7,284 5,090 4,032 11
th

 June / 15
th

 Aug 104 (2) 

Meadow Brown 2,342 1,490 1,878 6
th

 June/ 12
th

 Sept 94 (0) 

Large Heath 229 155 124 9
th

 May / 1
st

 July 10 (1) 

Small Heath 2,736 1,725 2,131 9
th

 May / 5
th

 Sept 21 (0) 

Monarch 9 1 0 27
th

 July/ 19
th

 Aug 2 (2) 
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We talk a lot about butterfly population changes; which species are going up, which 
ones aren’t doing so well. But the only reason we can do this is because for over forty 
years, volunteers have been recording butterflies on weekly butterfly transects. These 
transects are basically fixed routes about 1-2 kilometres long, where butterflies are 
recorded weekly, in good weather, between April and October.  

Some of them have been running for decades, and provide useful information on 
individual sites. But by combining the results for all the transects together we can see 
how butterflies are doing regionally, at a country level, and across the UK. We can also 
see how they are responding to climate change, habitat change, or other factors. 

There are 10 transects in Glasgow which are regarded as being active. On several of 
these there are populations of Small Heath, a species which is under-recorded in 
Scotland one which it is useful to have on transects. You can also see Green Hairstreak 
and Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary on some of them! 

A major issue for Glasgow is that a small number of people are currently involved 
in these transects. Understandably, these people have other commitments and 
may not be able to record each week. So this year we’re having a big drive to recruit and 
train new volunteers to help with these transects. Is this something you’d be interested 
in? Have a look at the map and list of sites here.  

You don’t have to commit to doing each week, and most transects can be managed on a 
flexible rota system to share the work with other volunteers. We can also arrange to visit 
you at the transect to show you around and help with species identification, and you will 
receive support from local staff and branch members. It’s a great way to help our work 
and to continue the monitoring of these key sites.  

 

Can you help with transects in Glasgow? 

by Anthony McCluskey, Conservation Officer 

Small Heath—Jim Asher 
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Robroyston Local Nature Reserve 

Hogganfield Loch 

Cardowan Moss  

Commonhead Moss 

Linn Park 

Castlemilk Park 

Cathkin Braes 

Hurlethill 

If you’re interested in helping with any of these 

transects please contact me on  

amccluskey@butterfly-conservation.org  
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Butterfly Conservation Scotland’s ‘Bog Squad’ team of volunteers has been continuing 
to work to restore lowland peatland habitats across Scotland. During the 2018 we 
spread our wings further than ever before with two visits over to Islay. The island 
contains much peatland habitat, which for decades has been cut for use to flavour the 
island’s distinctive malt whiskies. We worked to remove invasive scrub such as spruce 
and rhododendron from the bogs helping to protect the habitat. The Large Heath 
butterfly is widespread across the island, but relies on good quality peatland habitat. 
Marsh Fritillary also inhabits the edges of the bogs and we were fortunate to see some 
larva despite the chilly weather back in February.           

 

This Bog Squad has also 
been working at 
Langlands Moss, Lenzie 
Moss and Wester Moss 
during 2018. These sites 
have colonies of Large 
Heath and/or Green 
Hairstreak butterflies and 
our work was aimed at 
ensuring the habitats 
remain in good condition 
for these species.   

Moth surveys conducted 
at Wester Moss 
unearthed an exciting find 
in 2018 when a micro-
moth previously unknown 
in Scotland was 
discovered. Coleophora 
betulella or to use it’s 
common name, White Birch Case-bearer, 
was found breeding on birch scrub at the 
edge of the moss. During its larval phase the 
moth lives constructs a case that it feeds 
from safety of (pictured below). The species 
had previously only been found as far north 
as Cumbria so it was quite a surprise to find 
it this far north!   

 

If you would like to join the Bog Squad on a 
work party please get in touch via: 
peatproject@btconnect.com or 01786 
447753.  

More information about our activities can be 
found at: http://bogsquad.weebly.com  

David Hill (Peatland Restoration Project Officer)  

 

Peatland News 

by David Hill, Peatland Restoration Officer 

Small Heath—Jim Asher 

Volunteers enjoying lunch at Duich Moss, Islay (David Hill) 

Coleophora betulella larval case (David Hill) 
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That prickly problem: Gorse 

by Anthony McCluskey, Conservation Officer 

A recurring theme of much of our conservation work is the maintenance of habitats 
which are already good for butterflies, but which are undergoing natural changes. And in 
Scotland, this often involves getting to grips with the prickly and persistent gorse. Gorse 
can be found on almost any dry site, and of left unchecked it can soon take over areas 
where there isn’t much grazing by livestock. Unfortunately, many of those dry ungrazed 
sites also hold populations of some of our most threatened butterflies, including Small 
Blue, Pearl-Bordered Fritillary and Northern Brown Argus. 

While gorse has some uses for wildlife — especially nesting birds—it can quickly 
dominate and overpower the low-growing plants which our butterflies need. So all the 
branches will have some level of gorse control, and Glasgow and South-West Scotland 
Branch is no exception. Over the past few years the winter work-parties at Carrick Bay in 
Dumfries and Galloway have been successful in reclaiming some habitat for the 
Northern Brown Argus population there, and for Common Blue, Small Copper, Wall, 
Grayling and Chimney-sweeper moths. Nineteen volunteers helped out at the latest 
work-party in January, cutting and clearing gorse which was successfully burned on the 
beach.  

The Northern Brown Argus population will continue to be monitored, and another work-
party is likely to happen in October 2019. For information on those work-parties and to 
be kept up-to-date with work in that area, please contact Jim Asher on 
jim.asher@btinternet.com 

Volunteers at Carrick. Photo by Jim Asher 
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Carrion Beetles—moth trap invaders 

Ashleigh Whiffin, Assistant Curator of Entomology, National Museums Collection Centre 

Small Heath—Jim Asher 

Carrion beetles (family: Silphidae) are often found in moth traps. Most of this 

group are associated with dead vertebrate animals with species in the 

genus Nicrophorus, commonly referred to as Burying beetles or Sexton beetles. 

They are well known for their habits of burying small vertebrate carcasses to avoid 

competition from other carrion feeders, as well as being devoted parents; who 

display bi-parental care, a rare trait among beetles.  Other species will feed and 

breed on carrion but do not care for their young. There are also a few members of 

this group that aren’t associated with carrion at all, some are herbivores and a 

couple are even predatory!  In total, there are only 21 species recorded from the 

UK and most of these are reasonably large in size, making identification a little bit 

easier than some other groups of beetles.  

The burying beetles (Nicrophorus spp.) are reasonably large, chunky beetles, with 

big eyes, clubbed antenna and truncated wing cases (elytra). They are all 

attracted to light, so regularly turn up in moth traps. If you find them in your 

traps then see if you can identify them and share your sighting with the National 

Silphidae Recording Scheme. 

Nicrophorus investigator in light trap.  A family of burying beetles in their mouse house.  

 
 

Nicrophorus vespillo  
(12 - 22 mm) 
The key diagnostic features 
for this burying beetle are: 
the golden hairs lining the 
front edge of the pronotum, 
and the cowboy-like stance 
(i.e. curved hind legs). It also 
has golden hairs on all the 
abdominal segments. 

Necrodes littoralis  
(15 - 25 mm) 

Another species regularly 
recorded at light. It’s 
entirely black apart from 
the very tips of the 
antenna which are 
orange. Similar to N. 
humator but the antenna 
are not clubbed. Unlike 
the burying beetles, this 
species breeds on carrion 
in situ and does not 
display parental care.   
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Nicrophorus humator (18 - 26 mm)  
The only resident British species with 
entirely black elytra. With orange 
antennal clubs. It’s one of the 
commonest species, recorded 
throughout the UK.  

Nicrophorus vespilloides (10 - 18 mm)  
This species can be identified just by 
the colour of the antennae, the club is 
entirely black (orange in all other 
resident species). It’s the commonest 
of the orange & black Nicrophorus, 
found throughout UK.  

Nicrophorus investigator (12 - 22 mm)  
Similar to N. vespilloides, but with 
orange antennal clubs. Anterior orange 
markings on elytra usually more or less 
continuous across the suture, with fine 
golden hairs at the tip of the abdomen 
only.  

The following species are not attracted to light but are quite easy to recognise and 

would certainly be worth recording if you spot them! 

Oiceoptoma thoracicum (11 - 16 mm) 
Very easy to recognise from the col-
our pattern (black elytra and striking 
orange pronotum). It’s a bit more of 
a generalist, found on carrion, fungi 
and dung. Prefers woodlands, and 
has a particular association with the 
stinkhorn fungus Phallus impudicus.  

Phosphuga atrata (10 - 15 mm) 
A specialised predator of snails, 
commonly found in wooded areas. 
It is found in two colour forms; 
black and red - both are hairless 
and shiny in appearance, with an 
elongate head and mandibles - an 
adaptation to reach inside the 
shells of snails.  

Dendroxena quadrimaculata (12 - 14 

mm)  
Another predatory Silphid. It’s 
predominantly found in woodlands, 
on oak trees where it hunts 
caterpillars. With its orangey brown 
elytra marked with four black spots, 
it’s a very distinctive beetle. 

The National Silphidae Recording Scheme collates 
records for this group of beetles. You can find out more 
about the scheme and how to recognise the rest of these 
fascinating beetles here: www.coleoptera.org.uk/silphidae/home  

When submitting your records please include photos. 

Follow the scheme on Twitter: @SilphidaeUk 

Email: Silphidae@brc.ac.uk  

All photos credit: Ashleigh Whiffin 

http://www.coleoptera.org.uk/silphidae/home
https://twitter.com/SilphidaeUk
mailto:Silphidae@brc.ac.uk
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The SW Scotland newsletter encompasses nine Vice counties 
(Dumfries & Galloway: 72, Ayrshire: 75, Lanarkshire including 
Greater Glasgow: 77,  Stirlingshire: 86, Argyllshire: 98, 
Dunbartonshire: 99, Inverclyde & Renfrewshire: 76, Islay, Jura & 
Colonsay, Arran, Cumbraes: 100, Kintyre: 101) and further 
information relating to the moths of the area may be found on the revised web site 
(https://butterfly-conservation.org/in-your-area/glasgow-and-sw-scotland-branch ). Some 
of the annual moth highlights are reported here based on synopses provided by vice 
county recorders, whose contact details for future moth sightings may be found on the 
website cited previously. 

2017 

VC 98: Argyllshire and VC101: Kintyre     Recorder: Andrew Masterman 

The most interesting record of 2017 was certainly 
a Sharp-angled Peacock Macaria alternata in the 
Rothamsted trap at Glencoe. It has been recorded 
here in ten previous years but not since 2010. This 
is a moth mostly confined to southern England 
with a few scattered records in Scotland.   

White-pinion Spotted Lomographa bimaculata  
was a new species to VC98 in 2017 being 
recorded at Ardyne Forestry Commission land 
near Dunoon. This species was first recorded in 
Scotland in 1997 in Kircudbrightshire and it has 
subsequently spread north to Dunbartonshire and 
Fife.  

Lilac Beauty Apeira syringaria made a second 
appearance at Glasdrum in 2017 with two males 
recorded on 6 July. Two males were previously found on 19 June 2014 when it was a 
new species to VC98.  

There was an interesting moth record from a 
very small Scottish island in VC101: Eilean 
Mor MacCormick. This island is located in the 
Sound of Jura near the entrance to Loch 
Sween. On the 29 June 2017, thousands of 
dead moths were found on the floor of a cave 
on the island, most of which were Garden 
Tiger Arctia caja. Although Andrew had not 
heard that bats had been confirmed from the 
cave, he suggested that bats feeding on the 
moths and discarding the wings was the only 
plausible explanation for the phenomenon. 
Clearly, 2017 must have been a good year for 
Garden Tiger on the island: until they were 
eaten by bats!  

Finally, two Hummingbird Hawkmoth Macroglossum stellatarum were recorded during 
late May 2017 in VC98 when a notable immigration from the continent occurred. 

Branch Mothing report for 2017 & 2018 

Compiled by Paul Tatner (VC 76 recorder) using notes from VC Recorders 

Lilac Beauty, photo Andrew 
Masterman 

Garden Tiger photo Andrew Masterman 

Editor’s note: all species 

mentioned are pictured in 

the main body of the 

article, or at the end  



 

 25 

VC 76: Renfrewshire, East Renfrewshire and Inverclyde     Recorder: Paul Tatner 

A Buff Footman Eilema depressa found in Kilbarchan by Duncan Mackay was only the 
2nd record for the area (previously recorded by Neil Gregory in 2015), but seen again in 
2018 in another part of VC76 by David 
Fotherinham (10th August 2018).  

Duncan also had the superb Scallop 
shell Hydria undulata in his High Barholm 
garden, which was only the 2nd record in 
the county in 2017, but he had it again in 
the following year (2018) when it was 
also recorded by Paul Tatner in 
Kilbarchan. There was only one Miller 
Acronicta leporine recorded in 2017, but 
it had been found sporadically in previous years. Another 
uncommon species, the Double Dart  Graphiphora augur was 
taken by three recorders. 

There was a dark form of the Ash Bud moth (Prays fraxinella) caught 
by Gary Williamson (May 25th), which is given specific status on the 
continent (Sterling & Parsons 2012) as Prays ruficeps (see right) – its 
identification was confirmed by Mark Young.  The Rusty Dot Pearl 
Udea ferrugalis  was recorded by 3 different observers in 2017, 
previous to which it had not been seen except in 2006 and in the 
1990’s when it was first recorded in the vice county. 

Gary Williamson had two plume species, the Hoary Plume Platyptilia 
isodactylus (20th June – confirmed by Colin Hart) which was a new 
species for the county as well as the Beautiful Plume Amblyptilia 
acanthadactyla which isn’t recorded that widely in the county, 
although Gary seems to find it most years.  

Notable micro-moth species from Kilbarchan included: 
Epinotia nisella, which feeds on Sallow (Salix spp) and 
Poplar (Populus spp) is highly variable in appearance, but 
it has a characteristic chestnut brown variation (f. 
decorana, see below), Batrachedra praeangusta (checked 
by Nigel Richards) found on the same food plants, the 
more distinctive Zelleria hepariella  which is found on Ash 
(Fraxis excelsior), and the spring flying Grapholita 
jungiella (confirmed by M Young) which feed on vetch 
plants. The last 3 species were new to the vice county. 

The White-pinion Spotted Lomographa bimaculata was 
recorded here as in VC 98, suggesting that this species 
range is expanding its range.  

A most unexpected record of a Sand Dart Agrotis ripae 
(confirmed - Roy Leverton) was recorded at a moth trap in 
Elderslie by Paul Mapplebeck, despite it being largely a 
maritime species and was a first for the vice county in 2017.  

 

 

 

 

Buff footman (left)  and 
Scallop shell (above), 
both photos Duncan Mac-
kay 

Dark Ash Bud Moth 

photo Gary Williamson 

Hoary Plume photo Gary 
Williamson 

Epinotia nisella decorana 
photo Paul Tatner 
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2018 

VC99: Dunbartonshire   Recorder: Alan Kerr 

Best exotic goes to Richard Sutcliffe who trapped an adventive Duponchelia fovealis in 
his Bearsden Garden (see below). This is an adventive species, generally believed to be 
imported on cultivated plants. The first British record was of one found indoors in 1996, 
and there have been several indoor records since (UK moths). The species has the 
potential to be a pest in horticultural establishments, and 
outbreaks have been reported in nurseries. It already has 
become such a pest in certain areas on the continent, 
where it feeds on a wide range of host plants. The adults 
have generally been found on the wing in May and June. 

The first Scottish record of Donacaula forficella,  both a 
male and female, were caught by Alan Kerr at Bowling 
Canal basin whilst trapping for Scottish Canals. The 
female came to a 250w blended MV light Skinner trap and 
the male to 15w actinic heath trap.  It was identified by 
Nigel Richards on Scottish Moths and then dissected and 
confirmed by Dr Mark Young. 

There were five new micro moth records for the county: 
Glyphipterix forsterella  was spotted by Stan Campbell at 
Maryland Woodland Trust, Dumbarton and the 
distinctively marked Epiblema foenella by the River 
Leven. The long horned micro, Adela croesella was 
recorded by Scott Shanks at RSPB Loch Lomond.  

Carpatolecchia fugiivella trapped at Bowling by Alan 
Kerr, although fairly common throughout Britain in 
woodland, parks and gardens (larvae feed on Elm Ulmus 
spp.) it was a first for the county, as was the Cherry Bark 
Tortrix Enarmonia  formosana from Geilston Gardens on 
a wildlife day. Probably because of the lack of recorders, 
VC 99 had many second records updating 40-year old or 
older records. 

Stan and Alan having been inspired at the Battleby 
conference went in search of hibernating Heralds.  
During mid-October they found 18 Herald and 1 Peacock in an unlit pedestrian walkway 
under the A82. Stan then found a further 7 Herald, 4 Peacock and 1 Small Tortoiseshell 
under the bridge abutments, access being only suitable for the small and wiry human 
form !  In four locations near Overtoun, they found another 16 Herald, 14 Peacock and 1 
Small Tortoiseshell and finally in a culvert under the A82 at Bowling a further 4 Heralds.  
They were quite chuffed with a total of 45, until on a fungal foray at Erskine in Boden 
Boo they found a masonry arch structure containing 48 Herald !  Things are definitely 
rosier on the south side of the river. Not content with this success, Stan went even 
further, subsequently locating several hundred at Ardeer with Tom Vosterman. 

 

VC86 : Stirlingshire  Recorder: Martin Culshaw  

Martin Culshaw trapped the second and third VC86 records of the Broom tip Chesias 
rufata at his house in Killearn on 21st May 2018 (see below), the previous record was 
back in 1979. It is a scarce and local species, but fairly widespread throughout Britain in 
scattered localities (UK Moths). There are two subspecies in Britain; ssp. scotica which 

Duponchelia fovealis 

photo Richard Sutcliffe  

Donacaula forficollela – 1st 
Scottish record! 

Photo Alan Kerr 
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occurs in central and northern Scotland and the nominate 
subspecies rufata, which occurs in the south and south-west of 
England with occasional colonies further north. It is normally 
found on heath and moorland, where the larvae feed on Broom 
(Cytisus scoparia). The Scottish subspecies generally has 
stronger markings than the nominate form.  

A Square-spot Dart Euxoa obelisca, the second VC86 record 
was trapped by David Bryant in Bridge of Allan on 12th August 
2018 (see below), who had previously taken the first record in 
the same location during 2014. It is a rather local species, with a 
scattered distribution around the south and west coasts of 
mainland Britain, and eastern Scotland (UK moths).  While there 
have been a few records inland, it is more often found along the 
coast (UK Moths).  

Another unusual species caught by David Bryant was Palpita 
vitrealis, his second garden record of this species (only the 3rd 
VC86 record) on 13th October 2018. Although widespread in 
southern Europe, this is an immigrant to the British Isles, appearing most often in the 
south and south-west of England (UK moths). Its wings are translucent with a slight 
sheen and an orange or brown leading edge. 

David Hill discovered a larval case of Coleophora betulella, on Wester Moss on 30th 
March 2018 and three more on 7th April. He reared an adult from the first. Mark Young 
has confirmed the identification. Not only is this new for VC86 but it is believed to be a 
first record for Scotland, the nearest other records being in Cumbria. Feeding on birch 
(Betula) leaves, the larvae of this species create a distinctive 'pistol' shaped case from 
silk, rather like the closely related C. ibipennella, which feeds on oak (UK moths). It is 
distributed thinly in England and Wales as far north as Cumbria, on heathland where the 
foodplant grows. Adult moths fly in June and July and have a relatively plain whitish as 
well as a yellowish-streaked form (UK moths). 

    

VC 98: Argyllshire and VC101: Kintyre     Recorder: David Hill 

An August Thorn Ennomos quercinaria was recorded in mid-Argyll in July, a first for 
VC98.  One of several similar 'Thorns', the adults of this species can be distinguished by 
the shape of the cross-lines on the forewing. The inner line is distinctly curved, and the 
outer line has a 'kink' where it meets the leading edge (UK moths). Other new records for 
Argyllshire included two Common Swifts Korscheltellus lupulina  recorded from Lismore 
in June and a Water Veneer Acentria ephemerella recorded in Cowal in July. The only 
new macro moth of 2018 for VC101 was a Yellow-ringed 
Carpet in August in north Kintyre. 

  

Perhaps two of the most interesting finds of the year were a 
single specimen of Anania crocealis recorded from Claonig, 
North Kintyre (VC101) and three specimens of the same 
species from a suburban garden in Dunoon (VC98) during July. 
In Scotland, this moth was only known from the Isles of Arran 
and Bute until 2014 when the moth turned up in Kilmartin Glen 
in Argyll. Apart from that record, the two new records from 2018 
are the first from mainland Scotland. The recognised foodplants 
of the moth, from the Inula genus (e.g. Ploughman’s Spikenard), 

Broom-tip , photo 
Martin Culshaw 

August Thorn, photo 
Nigel  Richards  
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are not known from the local area of either of the 2018 records. Do these mainland 
records represent emigrants from the Clyde Isles or are the moths becoming established 
on the mainland?  This species is distributed mainly in the south of England and Wales, 
where it is reasonably common locally in marshes, water-meadows and similar damp 
localities (UK moths). Further north it is much more local. Adults fly at night between July 
and August, when they may be attracted to light.   

 

VC 76: Renfrewshire, East Renfrewshire and Inverclyde 

Recorder: Paul Tatner 

There were some interesting new species recorded again in VC76 during 2018, which 
probably reflects the increased level of recording effort and is a most encouraging trend. 
Gary Williamson had another new plume species, the Brindled plume Amblyptilia 
punctidactyla (7th July, see below) so he’s becoming our specialist in this group !  In 
addition to this, he had some new micro-moths: Borkhausenia fuscescens (7th July), 
Argyresthia retinella which feeds on Birch (Betula spp., 7th 
July), Elachista canapennella (25th May and 7th June, 
confirmed by Mark Young) which mines various grasses, and 
the pretty little Pammene regiana (4th July) which feeds on 
Sycamore Acer pseudoplatanus seeds.  

The Sword-grass Xylena exsoleta is found more often in the 
north of England and Scotland than elsewhere, but it has only 
once been previously recorded in the vice county (76) back in 
1960, unlike the Red Sword-grass. Its appearance in the moth 
trap during late March (27th) probably reflects an individual that 
had hibernated over winter and was moving through the area, 
as it was captured in a garden by a disused railway track, not 
particularly close to either woodland or moorland.  

 

Another exciting ‘find’ took place at a 
group outing to the RSPB bird reserve, 
Lochwinnoch. It was initially noted as 
something different from the Scottish 
Smoky Wainscott by Paul Mapplebeck and 
Duncan Mackay. The moth was caught on 
16th June 2018 in the right habitat (Reed 
Canary Grass Phalaris arundinacea) but 
the NBN data indicated that it had not 
been recorded this far north. The photos 
were confirmed as a Southern Wainscot 
by Roy Leverton who noted that “it is 
known from Islay and recently has 
colonised the Lothians, so not the furthest 
north, but a very good record 
nevertheless.”  

The fabulous Glaucous Shears Papestra biren  was caught at the Cornalees moorland 
reserve (Clyde-Muirshiel) on May 27th on what was otherwise not particularly eventful 
group trapping session, but it was the first for the last 10 years, probably indicating that 
we should trap there more often !  

Brindled plume, photo 
Gary Williamson  

Sword-grass  photo Paul Tatner 
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The Shears Hada plebeia was caught in Kilbarchan in 
2017 by Duncan Mackay, the first in the county since 
2011, but it was taken again in 2018 also in Kilbarchan, 
but only a few have been recorded in the county. John 
Sweeney found a Pale prominent Pterostoma palpina 
male in Howwood, Renfrewshire on the 2nd of June (see 
below) and David Fotheringham also reported one in the 
same month. In the previous year, Duncan Mackay had 
one in May, only the 2nd record for the county, the first 
coming from the Findlaystone Estate back in 1998.  

The Raspberry moth Lampronia corticella is a distinctive 
micro that rather surprisingly has not been previously 
recorded in the vice county, implying that more effort is 
required to obtain a representative sample of the micros 
in the area. 

 

 

VC77: Lanarkshire. Recorder: Richard Weddle 

Trapping by the canal in the centre of Glasgow—
on the edge of Glasgow’s latest (and smallest) 
Local Nature Reserve,  Hamiltonhill Claypits—has 
thorn up a number of interesting records. Most 
notable is the Manchester Treble-bar—a first for 
Glasgow, though not for this VC. However all 
other records are from raised bogs! 

Also at a public event there earlier on the year, a 
small boy managed to net a Marsh Pug - the first 
record for Glasgow for 35 years, and the only one 
not found at Possil Marsh SWT Reserve - though 
the latter is only c2km away, so it's possible that both species came from there. The site 
has also yielded the first verifiable Glasgow record of Water Veneer (Acentria 
ephemerella) - 11 individuals; and in the late spring there was an influx of Cinnabars (not 
previously recorded there), followed soon after by an army of caterpillars - 30 recorded on 
one ragwort plant! - Cinnabar otherwise hardly recorded within urban Glasgow.  

The other location which has generated a 
good crop of interesting records this year 
is also beside the Forth & Clyde Canal, 
this time at Bishopbriggs. The big story 
there is Clavigesta purdeyi - an addition 
to the Scottish list. 

Incidentally the Bishopbriggs location is 
within a couple of km of VC76; and I have 
another Lanarkshire recorder quite close 
to the VC76 boundary north of the Clyde 
who has reported Grey Arches (first 
record for Glasgow and Lanarkshire) and 
Scallop Shell (first record for Glasgow).  

 

Glaucous Shears photo Paul 
Tatner  

Raspberry moth Paul Tatner 

Clavigesta purdeyi , photo Ben Sale,  Flickr. 
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Sharp Angled Peacock, Andrew 

Masterman 

Batrachedra praeangusta,  
Paul Tatner 

White Pinion Spotted,  

Andrew Masterman 

The Miller, Duncan 
Mackay 

Double Dart, Duncan 
Mackay 

Rusty Dot Pearl,  
Paul Tatner 

Beautiful Plume, Gary 
Williamson 

Zelleria hepariella ,  
Paul Tatner 
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 Glaucous Shears photo Paul 
Tatner

Brindled_plume ,  
Gary Williamson 

Sand Dart, Paul Mapplebeck 

Carpatolechia 
fugitivella , Alan Kerr 

Cherry bark tortrix 
Enarmonia  formosana, 
Alan Kerr 

Glyphipterix forsterella, 
Stan Campbell 

Square-spot Dart, photo David Bryant 

Anania crocealis,  
David Hill Yellow-ringed Carpet,  

Roy Leverton 
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Borkhausenia fuscescens,  
Gary Williamson 

Pammene regiana,  
Gary Williamson 

Argyresthia retinella, Gary Williamson 

Sword-grass, Paul Tatner 
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Southern Wainscot showing characteristic band on 
the thorax . Paul Tatner 

Southern Wainscot, Paul Tatner 

Pale Prominent, John Sweeney 

Shears, Paul Tatner 
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Glaucous Shears photo Paul Tatner
  

Raspberry moth Paul Tatner 

Clavigesta purdeyi , photo Ben Sale,  Flickr. 
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In biological recording we often refer to ‘vice counties’ or simply ‘VCs’, which are 
geographical areas that the whole of the UK is divided into. VC 99 is known as 
Dunbartonshire, which roughly corresponds to the old county of Dunbartonshire, minus 
the eastern part of the county. 

Here are my top recommendations for sites to visit in this vice-county: 

Havoc/ Brucehill Meadow: This coastal meadow is just to the west of Dumbarton. 
The best place to park is at the end of Havoc Road and wander along the shore path and 
see the meadow. It’s a nice place to see Common Blue and Burnet moths. Grid 
reference: NS384750  

RSPB Loch Lomond: situated on the South-East Shore of Loch Lomond near the 
village of Gartocharn. You can park at the RSPB’s Nature Hub, and (wearing wellies!) 
walk to the marshy area beyond the fen and Ring Wood, where you can find Small Pearl-
Bordered Fritillary butterflies, and Chimney Sweeper, Clouded Border and Common 
Carpet moths. Grid reference: NS432878  

 Blairbeich Bog: bout 1.5 miles south-east of Gartocharn is Blairbeich Bog. Parking is 
very limited but possible with care on the single track road going north eastwards from 
Blairbeich Plantation towards Meikle Finnery.  Return south eastwards and then left 
towards Caldarvan Station skirting the private properties and then through a field 
observing the Country Code until you can head northwards into the Plantation and raised 
bog. This area is good for Large Heath and  Green Hairstreak butterflies and Manchester 
Treble-Bar moth. Grid reference: NS435836.  

 

 

Where to go in VC99 

by Alan Kerr, VC99 recorder 

Manchester Trebel Bar (Above, Garry Barlow), Cloud-

ed Border (Top left, John Murray) and Chimney 

Sweeper (Bottom left, Iain Leach)  
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